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EDITORIAL   COMMENT 
Twenty  Pounds  Ought  and  Six 

OF  many  of  its  achievements  civilization  has  doubtless  a 
right  to  be  proud.  But  regarding  one  it  can  have  only  a 
feeling  of  shame.  We  refer  to  taxation. 

With  reference  to  this  problem  the  race  has  bungled  in  al- 
most every  particular.  If  we  should  see  an  individual  handle 
his  affairs  in  a  fashion  comparable  to  that  of  political  govern- 
ments, we  should  stamp  him  as  an  incompetent  and  as  on 
the  road  to  bankruptcy.  It  is  because  most  persons  go  about 
their  private  affairs  sensibly  and  produce  things  at  some 
profit  that  government  is  able  to  collect  money  unwisely  to 
be  spent  prodigally. 

Civilization  has  made  a  mess  of  taxation  because  it  has 
never  considered  it  systematically,  honestly,  dispassionately 
and  prudently.  It  has  never,  under  the  first  head,  grasped  its 
purpose  and  its  influence  in  human  affairs.  It  has  never  ap- 
proached the  subject  with  real  honesty,  or  even  with  that 
affectation  which  prompts  us  to  declare  that  honesty  is  the 
best  policy.  In  this  particular  men  have  always  been  gov- 
erned by  their  passions,  each  trying,  without  regard  to  the 
merits  of  the  case,  to  shoulder  his  part  of  the  burden  on  some- 
one else.  Finally,  prudence  is  the  last  thing  one  would  ever 
think  of  associating  with  taxation,  either  in  the  collection  or 
the  expenditure  of  taxes. 

Few  persons  have  any  just  idea  why  we  should  be  taxed. 
Every  purpose  but  the  right  one  has  governed  this  nation  in 
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levying  taxation.  The  right  purpose  is,  or  should  be,  to  live 
well  within  the  national  income  and  to  tax  every  individual 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  benefits  derived  from  his 
income.  That  is  the  only  foundation  on  which  a  wise  and 
life-giving  system  of  taxation  can  possibly  be  created,  and  it 
is  the  one  which  heretofore  has  universally  been  rejected. 

The  nations  have  blundered  in  the  dark  for  countless  gen- 
erations. Many,  long  before  this,  taxed  themselves  out  of  ex- 
istence. Some  have  reduced  themselves  from  high  rank  to 
low.  Louis  XIV  taxed  France  into  the  Revolution.  Heaven 
only  knows  what  we  are  doing. 

The  ignorance  that  exists  in  the  matter  of  taxation  is  crimi- 
nal. We  are  all  too  busy  to  ask  what  we  should  be  taxed  for, 
and  what  is  good  as  distinguished  from  bad  taxation,  and  our 
legislators,  recognizing  our  indifference,  are  themselves  indif- 
ferent. The  increase  in  the  working  capital  of  the  nation  is 
being  stayed;  the  civil  service,  from  all  accounts,  is  over- 
loaded with  functionaries  in  some  departments  and  under 
supplied  in  others;  special  interests  receive  the  fostering  care 
of  the  government  (that  is,  direct  or  indirect  pecuniary  aid) 
to  the  detriment  of  other  interests;  public  improvements 
(so  called)  that  the  nation  could  very  well  get  along  without 
are  undertaken  on  big  and  little  scale  with  an  indifference 
that  amounts  to  cynical  flippancy.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the 
Treasury  is  often  referred  to  as  "the  public  crib.** 

We  refrain  from  discussing  the  tremendous  amount  of 
taxation  that  was  employed  by  the  government  in  converting 
our  railroads  from  earning  industries  to  non-earning,  because 
that  was  a  war  measure.  The  war,  however,  ended  nearly 
four  years  ago  and  it  ought  now  to  be  possible  to  perform 
the  functions  of  government  with  some  mature  deliberation. 
Yet  Congress  is  now  trying  to  frame  new  tax  laws,  but  with- 
out any  clear  knowledge  of  the  purposes  and  principles  of 
taxation,  without  freeing  itself  from  class  influences,  and 
without  insight  as  regards  the  major  consequences  of  what  it 
decrees.  The  permanent  welfare  of  the  people  is  overlooked 
in  a  mad  chase  for  transient  and  selfish  profits. 

Yet  many  of  these  profits  are  more  fancied  than  real.  What 
profit  can  there  be  for  anyone  if  a  tariff  bill  is  enacted  that 
shall  still  further  restrict  the  foreign  trade  of  the  nation? 
Other  countries  owe  us  at  least  $10,000,000,000,  and  it  is 
computed  that  there  will  be  owed  us  annually  hereafter  fully 
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^500,000,000  for  interest.  The  interest,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
principal,  cannot  be  paid  in  gold.  It  must  be  paid  chiefly  in 
the  products  of  the  debtor  nations.  The  products  of  our  farms 
and  mines  and  mills  exceed  our  power  of  consumption  and 
we  are  in  great  need  of  ever  enlarging  foreign  markets.  Yet 
there  is  danger  of  a  tax  law  (that  is  all  a  tariff  law  is)  being 
enacted  that  will  be  a  dead  hand  on  our  foreign  trade. 

While  Belshazzar  feasted  in  fancied  security  the  enemy  was 
entering  the  city.  It  was  when  his  pomp  and  luxury  were  at 
their  highest  that  his  glory  departed  from  him.  Many  em- 
pires have  perished  in  the  past,  but  it  is  a  safe  assertion  that 
it  was  always  for  one  or  the  other  of  two  reasons  —  moral 
rottenness  or  economic  decay.  And  it  is  also  a  safe  assertion 
that  economic  decay  was  always  the  product  of  ignorant  and 
wilful  taxation. 

We  have  prided  ourselves  so  much  on  our  strength  that  it 
has  never  seemed  conceivable  that  such  a  fate  could  overtake 
us.  Yet  we  are  not  immune  from  that  law  so  admirably  stated 
by  Micawber:  ''annual  income  twenty  pounds,  annual  expen- 
diture nineteen  nineteen  six,  result  happiness.  Annual  income 
twenty  pounds,  annual  expenditure  twenty  pounds  ought 
and  six,  result  misery." 

We  may  think  that  our  annual  expenditure  is  still  nineteen 
nineteen  six.  But  are  we  sure?  Results  do  not  always  tally 
with  bookkeeping. 

A  merchant  or  manufacturer  frequently  takes  more  out  of 
his  business  than  it  can  stand.  His  house  is  too  palatial,  he 
has  too  many  servants  and  automobiles,  he  allows  himself 
too  much  luxury.  His  friends  and  neighbors  (and  very  likely 
he  himself)  are  not  aware  of  the  fact  until  the  assignee 
or  receiver  steps  in.  Such  a  prodigal  career  is,  however,  not 
nearly  so  easy  for  an  individual  as  for  a  government.  The  in- 
dividual discovers  his  folly  more  quickly;  and  the  remedy  is 
more  quickly  applied,  either  by  himself  or  by  those  he  does 
business  with. 

Micawber  had  sensible  notions  regarding  income  and  ex- 
penditure, but  he  did  not  govern  his  life  by  them.  He  lived 
beyond  his  means  because  he  was  always  expecting  "some- 
thing to  turn  up."  He  knew  the  right  and  yet  the  wrong  pur- 
sued. But  in  the  matter  of  government  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture we  not  only  pursue  the  wrong,  but  apparently  do  not 
even  know  the  right. 
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Prophets  and  Sea-faring  Men 

A  READER  has  sent  us  some  comments  on  certain  of 
our  editorial  utterances  of  last  month.  They  are  headed 
"Comments  from  a  cowardly  anonymous  person."  This  is 
really  quite  unnecessary,  for  the  comments  are  not  in  the 
least  cowardly.  Indeed  most  of  them  are  debatable,  and  some 
of  them  have  furnished  us  with  new  trains  of  thought,  for 
which  we  desire  to  return  thanks. 

Our  critic's  handwriting  is  masculine,  but  the  psychology 
seems  to  be  feminine.  Let  this  not  be  considered  an  invidious 
distinction.  Woman  possesses  a  bloom  imparted  to  her  by 
her  fine  emotions  which,  alas,  most  of  us  men  lack.  We  are 
merely  thinking  animals,  and  our  thought  is  mostly  spent  in 
discovering  the  practical  methods  and  the  wherewithal  to 
make  the  world  the  kind  of  place  she  would  like  to  have  it. 
We  must  confess  that  our  task  is  made  a  little  harder  by  her 
impatience.  It  is  perhaps  an  impatience  at  hard  facts  that 
causes  us  to  suspect  that  our  critic's  psychology  is  feminine. 

But  there  is  another  thing.  Our  critic  seems  somewhat 
deficient  in  a  sense  of  humor.  Humor  is  by  no  means  an 
exclusive  possession  of  men,  but  far  more  men  have  it  than 
women.  Humor  springs  from  a  recognition  of  incongruities, 
and  women  have  little  patience  with  incongruities — except 
the  many  that  characterize  their  own  toilets,  and  these, 
paradoxically  enough,  the  masculine  portion  of  humanity  is 
quick  to  perceive. 

Our  critic  in  fact  has  made  us  feel  about  as  Dean  Swift 
must  have  felt  after  he  printed  his  "Modest  proposal  for 
preventing  the  children  of  poor  people  in  Ireland  from  being 
a  burden  to  their  parents  or  country,  and  for  making  them 
beneficial  to  the  public."  The  dean's  proposal,  it  will  be  re- 
called, was  that  such  children  be  eaten.  Though  it  must  be 
confessed  that  the  dean  had  a  bitter  streak  in  him,  he  was 
not  quite  so  bad  as  that.  A  great  many  persons,  however, 
took  him  seriously. 

Our  critic  appears  to  take  us  quite  as  seriously.  He  says  that 
we  lack  "sympathy  for  the  people."  It  may  be  true  that  we 
lack  sympathy /or  the  people,  but  our  sympathy  is  all  with 
the  people.  (We  admit  that  this  is  unhandsome,  but  we  are 
human — our  critic  has  found  fault  with  one  or  two  bits  of 
our  rhetoric.)  We  wish  the  people  had  as  much  concern  for 
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itself  as  we  have  for  it.  It  is  no  sign  of  friendship  to  be 
continually  upholding  another  in  courses  which  you  know 
will  work  him  harm.  Nor  is  there  a  lack  of  sympathy  in  tell- 
ing another  to  look  to  his  steps.  What,  we  are  afraid,  our 
critic  finds  lacking  in  us  is  not  sympathy  but  gush.  Honestly, 
we  would  gush  if  we  knew  how,  but  we  don't — perhaps  we 
are  too  masculine. 

Life,  with  all  its  pleasures,  is  a  hard,  grim  fact.  We  eat, 
drink  and  try  to  be  merry  and  tomorrow  we  die.  Anyone 
who  has  the  courage  to  meditate  on  his  lot  will  be  apt  to  feel 
that  he  is 

"A  leaf  that  fadeth  fast, 
A  little  shifting  dust  before  the  blast." 
That  is  what  we  all  are,  regardless  of  our  creeds  or  our  moral 
conduct.  You  can't  sentimentalize  this  grim  fact  away.  We 
are  in  the  clutch  of  forces  infinitely  stronger  than  ourselves. 
But  the  grimness  of  life  consists,  after  all,  in  our  refusing  to 
recognize  and  be  bound  by  our  limitations.  We  try  to  live 
outside  of  them  and  become  contentious  and  miserable.  And 
because  we,  personally,  do  not  applaud  this  course,  our  critic 
says  we  lack  sympathy. 

We  doubt  if  the  ills  of  humanity  occasion  more  grief  in  his 
mind  than  in  ours.  The  difference  between  us  is  that  he  gets 
excited  over  them  while  we  try  to  view  them  with  some  sort 
of  philosophic  calm.  If  they  can  be  cured,  we  want  to  do  our 
part  in  the  curing;  if  they  can't  be  cured,  we  prefer  to  laugh 
rather  than  cry.  But  perhaps  that  is  presumptuous,  for  only 
the  brave  can  laugh  at  danger. 

As  our  pages  are  largely  devoted  to  material  aflFairs  (with 
which  even  the  most  sublimated  minds  have,  unfortunately,  to 
have  some  dealings),  we  should  not  be  taken  too  sharply  to 
task  for  mentioning  the  word  "wealth"  in  one  of  our  recent 
editorials.  Yet  as  a  matter  of  fact  we  got  this:  "Is  the  crea- 
tion of  wealth  the  test  of  strength?  How  about  beauty,  the 
quest  of  truth,  the  making  the  world  a  better  place  to  live 
in?"  So  far  as  our  original  remark  is  concerned,  this  is  a  non 
sequitufy  as  the  logicians  say.  The  two  things  have  no  more 
relation  than  a  cauliflower  and  a  cobblestone. 

Nevertheless,  we  are  glad  our  critic  made  this  comment. 
For  it  gives  us  a  chance  to  make  a  few  explicit  statements. 
The  creation  of  wealth  is  not  a  test  of  strength — and  then 
again  it /J.  Beauty  is  a  test  of  a  people's  strength,  but  beauty 
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does  not  flourish  long  without  wealth  to  support  it.  The  quest 
of  truth  is  nobler  than  the  quest  of  wealth,  unless  you  seek 
wealth  to  promote  truth  and  beauty.  To  make  the  world  a 
better  place  to  live  in  is  the  finest  mission  one  could  have  in 
life,  but  what  do  the  words  "a  better  place  to  live  in**  mean? 
Do  they  not  mean  in  most  minds  more  of  the  creature  com- 
forts, amenities,  courtesies?  All  these  things  spell  wealth. 

Wealth  is  a  vulgar  thing  compared  with  these  other  things. 
Rightly  considered  it  is  their  bond  servant.  But  it  is  essential. 

Consequently,  as  we  want  more  beauty  and  truth  (per- 
sonally, we  have  never  yet  had  enough),  we  want  to  see 
wealth  conserved  and  increased.  It  shocks  us  to  see  it  wasted, 
for  in  our  mind's  eye  we  can  see  how  the  whole  tone  of  human 
life  (physical,  mental,  emotional  and  moral)  must  neces- 
sarily be  lowered. 

Our  anonymous  correspondent  criticizes  one  of  our  state- 
ments on  the  ground  that  though  it  is  logical  it  is  harsh.  This 
is  hardly  fair,  for  the  harshness  is  in  the  logic  (he  says  it  is 
Icgic)  and  not  in  us.  We  do  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that 
when  our  critic's  physician  gives  him  a  diagnosis  of  his 
physical  condition  and  writes  him  a  prescription  (which  is  a 
logical  feat)  he  calls  him  harsh. 

We  did  not  make  the  facts  that  constitute  the  harshness 
of  life,  and  why  should  we  be  afraid  to  give  them  names? 
Some  persons  have  a  superstitious  fear  of  names.  They  think 
you  can  mitigate  harshness  by  not  calling  it  harsh.  They 
appear  to  think  that  by  changing  the  name  you  can  abolish 
the  fact. 

This  is  a  world  of  necessity.  There  are  certain  things  we 
must  do,  and  certain  that  we  must  not  do,  if  we  are  going  to 
be  prosperous  and  happy.  We  may  desire  to  do  the  things  we 
should  not  do  and  not  to  do  the  things  we  should  do,  and  we 
often  follow  our  desire.  But  our  desire  is  not  the  determining 
factor.  It  is  necessity  that  dictates  the  result. 

Nature  (and  human  nature,  too)  must  obey  necessity,  as 
Shakespeare  says.  To  be  sure  the  great  Pitt  once  remarked 
that  "necessity  is  the  argument  of  tyrants."  But  it  depends 
on  who  your  tyrant  is.  If  he  is  a  fallible,  self-seeking  man, 
well  and  good.  But  if  your  tyrant  is  an  inexorable  law  of 
nature  or  of  human  nature,  the  situation  is  completely  re- 
versed. If  your  first  kind  of  tyrant  becomes  insupportable, 
you  can  dynamite  him.  But  there  is  nothing  you  can  do  with 
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the  second  kind  of  tyrant.  It  will  laugh  you  to  scorn  every 
time. 

Life  is  too  grim  for  platitudes  and  sentimentalities.  It  is 
better  to  call  a  spade  a  spade.  It  is  better  to  look  facts 
squarely  in  the  face,  rather  than  to  hide  your  head  in  the 
sand  when  they  appear  on  the  horizon.  It  is  better  to  know 
what  you  can  do  before  you  stake  your  entire  fortune. 

This  world  has  not  been  made  rich,  intelligent  and  fairly 
virtuous  by  brass  bands  and  torchlight  processions,  nor  by 
fine  words  devoid  of  harshness.  Quite  the  contrary.  The  great 
prophets  and  reformers — the  ones  most  intent  on  putting 
mankind  on  a  higher  level — have  been  men  of  blunt  speech. 
They  saw  most  that  there  was  to  be  seen  and  they  never 
tried  to  blink  the  facts.  They  did  not  use  whitewash.  They 
thought  the  best  way  to  serve  the  people  was  to  tell  them  the 
truth.  They  were  men  of  grand  sentiment,  but  singularly 
unsentimental.  They  preached  the  logic  of  life  in  all  its 
harshness.  They  knew  that  fine  words  butter  no  parsnips. 

Making  the  world  a  better  place  to  live  in  is  like  navigat- 
ing a  ship  in  a  sea  beset  with  head  winds,  cross  currents, 
dangerous  rocks  and  shoals,  and  subject  to  violent  storms. 
Nothing  could  be  less  sentimental,  less  rhetorical,  less  "sym- 
pathetic" than  sea-faring  language.  But  perhaps  it  is  the 
most  effective  in  keeping  the  ship  on  an  even  keel  and  getting 
her  to  the  haven  where  she  would  be. 

That  Wretched  Primordial  Ooze 

"T  NEVER  could  believe  that  Providence  had  sent  a  few 
X  nien  into  the  world,  ready  booted  and  spurred  to  ride, 
and  millions  saddled  and  bridled  to  be  ridden.''  So  said 
Richard  Rumbold  on  the  scaffold  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
What  he  said  then  is  in  substance  what  a  great  many  well 
meaning  persons  are  saying  today,  in  company  with  a  great 
many  who  are  not  so  well  meaning. 

But  facts  are  stubborn  things,  as  we  have  said  not  a  few 
times  in  the  past.  If  Providence  is  not  to  blame,  who  is? 
Personally,  we  never  arraign  Providence.  There  are  some 
who  think  they  could  have  given  points  to  the  creator  of  the 
universe.  But  we  are  not  of  that  number.  If  there  is  or  was  a 
great  first  cause.  Providence  is  of  course  merely  the  means 
by  which  the  design  is  worked  out.  Consequently  you  stamp 
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yourself  a  fool  if  you  rail  at  Providence.  If  Providence  created 
the  distinction  between  the  riders  and  the  ridden,  we  are 
helpless.  We  may  talk,  but  we  cannot  change  things  one 
iota. 

But  if  Providence  did  not  create  it,  who  did? 

It  is  a  hard  question  to  answer,  and  for  one  reason  because 
you  have  to  go  so  far  afield  for  your  facts.  They  do  not  lie  at 
your  door,  as  so  many  suppose.  Effects  are  easily  seen,  but 
causes  are  baffling. 

Let  us  assume  that  a  few  men  come  into  the  world  booted 
and  spurred,  and  millions  saddled  and  bridled.  To  whom  or 
what  shall  we  trace  this  shameful  fact?  As  we  are  told  that 
we  must  not  impute  it  to  Providence,  where  shall  we  cast 
our  eyes? 

It  is  certainly  puzzling.  The  millions  who  claim  that  they 
are  saddled  lay  their  ills  to  the  capitalists.  But  to  what 
capitalists?  Not  to  those  of  today,  for  if  every  one  of  these 
had  remained  a  poor  man,  the  millions  would  be  no  better  off. 
Suppose,  for  example,  that  Mr.  Rockefeller  had  not  grown 
so  enormously  rich  by  developing  the  oil  industry.  What 
would  have  happened?  Would  the  so-called  saddled  millions 
have  developed  it  and  taken  the  profit?  Not  at  all.  Mr. 
Rockefeller  was  born  poor;  indeed,  he  was  very  much 
saddled  at  the  start.  Yet  he  broke  loose.  But  if  he  broke 
loose,  why  did  not  all  the  other  saddled  persons  break  loose? 
That  is  a  delicate  question. 

But  possibly  the  personage  whom  we  quoted  at  the  start 
had  in  mind  only  those  who  are  born  rich  and  to  places  of 
power,  and  not  at  all  those  who,  though  bom  into  hard- 
ship, work  their  way  out  of  it  and  become  rich  and  powerful. 
But  does  that  change  the  problem  very  much?  If  the  former 
are  blameworthy  it  is  because  of  the  kind  of  ancestors  they 
had.  They  were  the  criminals. 

If  it  is  true  that  we  are  all  descended  from  a  pair  (or  should 
we  say  a  number  of  pairs)  of  exceptionally  capable  apes,  it  is 
possibly  there  that  we  should  look  for  the  monstrous  and 
shameful  distinctions  among  mankind.  Our  simian  ancestors 
must  have  been  the  fittest  among  all  the  apes.  They  came 
booted  and  spurred,  whereas  the  rest  of  the  apes  came 
saddled  and  bridled.  And  they  entailed  on  only  a  few  of  their 
descendants  the  power  to  come  into  the  world  booted  and 
spurred. 
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It  is  safe  to  say  that  in  the  very  first  days  of  our  human 
ancestors  there  were  class  distinctions.  At  the  time  when 
everyone  was  clad  in  skins  or  feathers  (if  clad  at  all)  and  ate 
what  he  could  pick  from  the  bushes,  capitalists  existed.  The 
man  that  could  make  and  use  a  stone  axe  was  booted  and 
spurred  in  comparison  with  those  who  could  not,  or  would 
not.  There  were  exceptional  men  then,  as  there  are  now. 

We  are  afraid  that  we  shall  have  to  assume  that  all  our 
ills  originated  among  our  ape  ancestors.  And  yet,  on  second 
thought,  that  cannot  be  true.  For  the  apes,  like  human 
beings,  were  developed  from  exceptionally  capable  specimens 
of  a  lower  order  of  life,  and  this  lower  order  from  exception- 
ally capable  specimens  of  a  still  lower  order.  And  so  you  go 
back  and  back  until  you  reach  the  primordial  ooze.  Thus, 
if  we  understand  Mr.  Darwin  aright,  it  is  the  primordial 
ooze  that  we  must  blame  for  the  fact  that  some  twentieth 
century  human  beings  are  booted  and  spurred  and  some 
saddled  and  bridled. 

Putting  two  and  two  together,  we  should  suppose  that  if 
all  the  apes  had  been  on  the  same  level  of  high  capability, 
all  would  have  become  human  beings.  Now  who  is  to  blame 
for  the  fact  that  they  were  not  ?  This  is  an  important  ques- 
tion. For  if  we  have  the  right  to  resent  the  fact  that  some 
men  come  into  the  world  booted  and  spurred,  while  many 
come  saddled  and  bridled,  we  have  an  equal  right  to  be  in- 
dignant because  a  similar  state  of  affairs  existed  among  the 
apes. 

For  there  is  an  ugly  implication  in  the  fact  that,  in  this 
respect,  human  experience  has  duplicated  ape  experience, 
which  in  turn  duplicated  the  experience  of  every  order  before 
it  back  to  the  primordial  ooze.  If  you  ask  why  millions  of 
men  are  saddled  and  bridled,  we  shall  logically  ask  why,  so 
to  speak,  were  millions  of  apes  saddled  and  bridled? 

Why  in  every  order  of  life  have  the  few  gained  more  than 
the  many?  Science  records  the  fact  but  does  not  tell  us  the 
reason.  We  see  the  few  getting  riches  and  power  and  passing 
them  on  to  their  posterity.  If  we  say  that  the  few  have  no 
divine  right  to  get  and  bequeath,  does  it  necessarily  follow 
that  they  have  infringed  the  comfort  of  the  millions? 

One  will  have  to  be  careful  in  answering  this  question.  If 
one  says  yes,  we  shall  be  sure  to  ask:  If  a  few  had  never  risen 
above  the  millions  in  getting  riches  and  power,  where  would 
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the  millions  be  today?  We  get  dreadfully  excited  at  the 
thought  of  a  few  being  booted  and  spurred  and  millions  being 
saddled  and  bridled;  but  after  all  is  it  not  right  to  the  point 
to  ask  what  would  have  happened  to  the  millions  if  they  had 
not  been  saddled  and  bridled? 

Let  no  one  think  this  a  cynical  question.  It  is  facts  we  are 
after,  for  this  whole  situation  is  based  on  hard  facts  and  on 
nothing  else.  Considering  what  humanity  is  like  (look  at 
Russia  and  certain  recent  activities  in  the  southern  Illinois 
coal  field),  one  wonders  what  would  have  been  the  course  of 
history  if  the  millions  had  been  booted  and  spurred.  The  few 
who  have  been  booted  and  spurred  were  not  always  wise, 
just  and  humane,  but  they  have  kept  human  society  from 
actually  disintegrating. 

So  far  as  human  affairs  have  made  any  progress  at  all,  it 
has  been  the  result  of  intelligence.  Now  intelligence  has  been 
a  thing  of  slow  growth.  What  the  many  have  possessed  they 
have  absorbed  from  the  few  originating  minds.  Until  recently 
it  had  fondly  been  hoped  that  by  this  process  the  general 
level  of  human  intelligence  had  risen  appreciably.  The  pres- 
ent conduct  of  human  affairs  seems,  however,  to  have  left  a 
doubt  in  some  minds  on  this  score.  Furthermore,  it  is  ques- 
tioned if  the  booted  and  spurred  are  as  effectively  equipped 
as  we  had  supposed.  Anyhow,  they  are  not  finding  it  as  easy 
riding  as  formerly. 

We  could  make  some  head  or  tail  to  the  problem  if  we  were 
allowed  to  include  Providence  as  a  factor.  But  we  must  leave 
Providence  out.  We  suspect,  however,  that  it  is  allowable  to 
include  it  when  considering  the  development  of  the  fittest 
among  the  apes;  certainly  when  discussmg  the  origin  of  the 
species  back  of  the  apes.  Man  is  different  from  the  lower 
orders  because  he  thinks.  They  don't  think — that  is,  we  say 
they  don't.  They  are  governed  by  instinct,  not  by  thought. 
Consequently,  we  may  divest  them  of  responsibility.  In  that 
case  is  not  Providence,  or  creative  design,  responsible? 

But  Providence  is  not  to  blame  where  man  is  concerned. 
Well,  then,  whom  can  we  blame  but  man  himself?  If  we  dis- 
cuss the  problem  from  that  angle,  some  interesting  thoughts 
immediately  arise. 

The  booted  and  spurred,  we  are  told,  comprise  only  a  few 
persons;  the  bridled  and  saddled  are  numbered  by  the 
millions.  The  millions,  we  will  suppose,  know  quite  as  well 
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what  they  want  as  do  the  few.  Why  then  have  they  allowed 
the  few  to  ride  them? 

Could  the  few  have  ridden  them  if  they  had  decreed  other- 
wise? Why  did  they  not  decree?  They  now  seem  more  intent 
on  decreeing;  but  why  did  they  delay  so  many  thousand 
years?  You  must  use  very  careful  language  in  answering  this 
question^  otherwise  you  will  be  betrayed  into  dangerous 
admissions.  You  must  say  nothing  that  will  imply  that  at 
the  start  the  millions  were  not  as  intelligent,  as  ambitious, 
as  forceful  as  the  few.  If  you  claim  that,  you  will  give  the 
case  for  the  millions  completely  away. 

But  suppose  you  do  say  it.  May  we  not  then  ask  point 
blank  if  it  was  not  better  for  the  few  to  do  something  to 
make  things  move?  When  we  stopped  being  apes  and  became 
men,  we  did  not  immediately  become  equally  intelligent, 
ambitious  and  forceful.  The  things  that  have  made  this 
world  a  more  comfortable  dwelling  place  than  it  was  for  the 
monkeys  were  discovered  or  invented  by  exceptional  persons, 
by  those  who  discovered  the  way  to  make  a  fire,  to  spin  a 
yam,  to  fashion  crude  implements  of  industry,  to  persuade 
or  coerce  people  to  live  under  some  form  of  government  in- 
stead of  flying  at  each  other's  throats. 

As  soon  as  we  ceased  being  apes,  ringleaders  in  industry, 
government  and  war  began  to  appear  on  the  scene.  Why  did 
not  the  millions  suppress  them  at  the  start?  Was  it  because 
they  were  too  useful?  The  millions  could  easily  have  pulled 
the  boots  and  spurs  off  the  few,  instead  of  which  they  helped 
buckle  them  on. 

The  millions  have  forgotten  that. We  are  obliged  to  put  it 
this  way  because  we  are  not  allowed  to  ascribe  anything  to 
Providence. 

Now,  as  a  matter  of  common  sense,  why  at  the  start,  and 
down  through  the  ages,  did  the  millions  with  their  over- 
powering physical  resources  allow  the  few  to  get  and  keep 
more  wealth  and  power  than  themselves?  Because  by  so 
doing  they  became  safer  and  more  comfortable.  They  allowed 
the  few  to  do  the  thinking,  and  thus  got  rid  of  a  very  tiresome 
task.  In  the  first  generation  after  the  apes  the  many  probably 
worked  as  hard  physically  as  the  few.  But  they  did  not  think 
as  hard.  You  may  talk  until  the  last  gun  fires  about  the 
causes  of  the  distinctions  among  mankind,  but  there  was  the 
first  and  great  cause.  We  may  wonder  why  the  few  thought 
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harder  than  the  many,  but  we  cannot  answer  that  question 
without  casting  sheeps'  eyes  at  Providence,  which  is  not 
admissible. 

Let  us  stick  to  facts.  The  few  thought  harder  than  the 
many  and  the  many  were  glad  to  have  them  do  so.  It  was 
that  fact  that  set  the  race  on  the  road  uphill.  The  many,  so 
to  speak,  hung  on  to  the  coat  tails  of  the  few.  When  we  recall 
the  magnificence  and  autocratic  power  of  the  kings  of  Egypt, 
Babylonia  and  Assyria,  we  should  not  forget  that  the  millions 
were  infinitely  better  off  than  was  the  first  generation  after 
the  apes. 

And  the  same  thought  should  occur  to  us  when  we  think  of 
feudalism  in  the  Middle  Ages.  The  feudal  baron  did  not 
pretend  to  be  a  saint,  he  was  no  socialist,  he  knew  his  power 
and  exercised  it  pretty  rigidly.  But  without  him  life  would 
have  been  chaotic.  He  held  things  together  so  that  those  who 
did  him  service  could  manage  to  dwell  on  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

The  ancestors  of  the  booted  and  spurred  were  all  at  the 
start  as  poor  as  Job,  quite  as  poor  as  the  ancestors  of  the 
saddled  and  bridled.  The  difference  between  the  two  was 
that  the  first  did  not  want  to  stay  poor  and  so  got  busy.  If 
they  had  not  got  busy  the  millions  of  today  would  not  be 
living  in  frame  houses,  with  a  steady  and  abundant  diet, 
warmly  and  decoratively  garbed,  and  riding  in  Ford  cars. 

A  great  deal  of  nonsense  is  uttered  about  the  booted  and 
spurred.  If  they  wear  boots  and  spurs,  they  have  first  to 
make  them  before  they  put  them  on.  Napoleon  made  his, 
and  Mr.  Rockefeller  made  his.  The  trouble  is,  most  of  us  are 
mentally  too  lazy  to  fabricate  boots  and  spurs.  As  a  rule,  if  we 
are  going  to  be  great  the  greatness  has  got  to  be  thrust  upon 
us. 

But  even  if  greatness  is  thrust  upon  us  we  have  got  to 
work  hard  to  keep  it.  It  has  a  way  of  petering  out.  Where 
are  the  descendants  of  the  feudal  barons  of  England?  Most 
of  them  are  tilling  the  ground  or  working  on  salaries  and 
wages,  contributing  a  very  goodly  percentage  to  the  present 
so-called  saddled  and  bridled.  The  millions  need  not  worry 
about  the  few  who  possess  wealth  and  power.  They  will  not 
keep  them  long  unless  they  use  them  in  a  way  to  contribute 
to  the  general  good. 

The  only  way  to  get  and  hold  in  this  world  is  to  use  your 
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wits.  But  a  great  many  persons  want  to  play  dog  in  the 
manger.  They  won't  use  their  wits  and  they  are  mad  at  those 
who  do;  so  mad,  in  fact,  that  they  would  like  to  take  away 
their  gains  from  them.  But  even  if  they  should  do  this  they 
would  have  to  employ  about  as  much  wit  as  the  others.You 
can't  take  your  neighbor's  property  away  and  get  as  much 
effectiveness  from  it  unless  you  have  and  use  your  neighbor's 
brains. 

After  all,  if  the  millions  should  get  rid  of  the  few  who  now 
possess  wealth  and  power,  what  would  happen?  Why,  they 
would  immediately  select  another  few  to  take  their  place. 
In  fact,  the  second  few  would  be  on  the  job  before  the  first 
few  had  taken  their  departure.  For  the  millions  never  do 
anything  without  leadership,  and  they  usually  select  as 
leaders  those  who  blow  the  loudest  horns.  Indeed,  the  mil- 
lions have  a  way  of  not  recognizing  their  hardships  until  such 
would-be  leaders  come  along  and  trumpet  them. 

Don't  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  civilization  the  world 
has  thus  far  created  is  ideal.  It  is  very  far  from  that.  It 
would  be  easy  to  imagine  a  civilization  very  much  better  in 
almost  every  respect.  Yet  why  have  we  not  made  one  ?  Appar- 
ently because  no  one  cared  to  undertake  the  job.  The  race 
has  done  the  best  it  could  with  the  kind  of  leadership  that 
offered.  Heaven  knows  no  one  will  object  to  a  better  leader- 
ship. But  before  swapping  leaderships  it  is  natural  that  one 
should  want  to  know  what  kind  of  a  bargain  he  was  getting. 

It  may  be  accepted  as  a  fact  that,  no  matter  how  many 
revolutions  the  world  may  pass  through,  and  no  matter  how 
red  they  may  be,  there  will  always  be  a  few  who  are  mentally 
booted  and  spurred  and  millions  who  are  mentally  saddled 
and  bridled.  In  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  the  first  will  provide 
the  world  with  its  leaders. 

The  whole  thing  comes  down  to  this:  Will  the  mentally 
booted  and  spurred  of  the  future  be  better  morally  than  the 
same  class  in  the  past?  Are  the  sinners  all  going  to  become 
saints.  Is  every  leader  going  to  take  to  heart  the  proverb  that 
"the  things  of  friends  are  common?"  Indeed,  is  every  leader 
going  to  regard  everyone  else  as  his  friend?  That  is,  in  the 
true  sense. 

There  were  distinctions  in  the  primordial  ooze,  there  were 
distinctions  among  the  apes,  there  are  distinctions  among 
men.  We  are  now  going  in  for  strict  equality,  but  alas,  the 
movement  should  have  begun  in  the  primordial  ooze. 
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And  we  say  this  in  face  of  the  following  from  John  Selden, 
who  lived  in  the  same  century  as  Richard  Rumbold: 

"The  difference  of  men  is  very  great.  You  would  scarce 
think  them  to  be  of  the  same  species,  and  yet  it  consists  more 
in  the  affection  than  in  the  intellect.  For  as  in  the  strength 
of  the  body,  two  men  shall  be  of  an  equal  strength,  yet  one 
shall  appear  stronger  than  the  other,  because  he  exercises, 
and  puts  forth  his  strength;  the  other  will  not  stir  nor  strain 
himself.  So  'tis  in  the  strength  of  the  brain;  the  one  endeavors 
and  strains  and  labors  and  studies;  the  other  sits  still  and  is 
idle  and  takes  no  pains,  and  therefore  he  appears  so  much 
inferior." 

Granted!  But  why  does  one  strain  and  labor,  while  the 
other  sits  still  and  takes  no  pains? 
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Observations  in  Japan,  Korea  and  China 

By  Edwin  S.  Webster 

[This  article  is  compiled  from  a  very  informal  talk  by  Mr.  Webster  before  a 
gathering  of  members  of  the  Stone  &  Webster  organization. — The  Editor.] 

YOU  cannot  be  half  as  glad  to  see  me  as  I  am  to  see  you. 
It  is  pleasant  after  such  a  long  trip  as  I  have  just  taken 
to  see  familiar  faces,  to  see  signs  that  you  can  read,  and  to  be 
able  to  tell  your  chauffeur  what  you  think  of  him.  I  wanted 
to  do  the  latter  during  my  whole  trip. 

Our  trip  to  Japan  was  in  connection  with  certain  electric 
developments  on  which  we  are  engaged.  Mrs.  Webster  and 
two  of  my  daughters  accompanied  me.  We  went  by  the 
northern  route.  Everybody  told  us  it  would  be  rough,  but 
although  we  were  not  very  good  sailors,  we  decided  to  chance 
it,  as  we  wanted  to  be  as  expeditious  as  possible.  Mr.  Sawyer, 
of  our  organization,  who  is  very  familiar  with  Japan,  said 
that  it  would  probably  not  be  rough  more  than  two  or  three 
days  out  of  eleven.  Well,  we  had  one  day,  or  part  of  one  day 
in  the  middle  of  the  ocean  when  it  was  **fairly  smooth,*'  and 
another  also  when  we  were  sailing  along  the  coast  of  Japan. 
I  think  there  may  be  a  great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what 
constitutes  smoothness.  We  had  racks  on  the  table  all  the 
time,  also  snow  and  slush  on  the  deck — it  was  the  roughest 
passage  I  hope  I  shall  ever  take.  I  think  our  engineering 
division  must  be  web-footed,  because  Mr.  Muhlfeld  and  Mr. 
Devaney,  who  accompanied  us,  were  perfectly  comfortable. 

But  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the  way  the  boat  acted,  I  may 
say  that  everything  was  bolted  down.  You  started  to  move  a 
chair,  and  it  was  fastened  to  the  deck.  As  it  was  cold,  there 
was  an  open  fire  in  the  main  saloon.  There  was  also  a  big 
table,  bolted  to  the  floor,  that  must  have  weighed  nearly 
half  a  ton.  On  one  of  the  roughest  days  the  table  broke  loose 
and  traveled  across  the  room.  Fortunately  there  was  nobody 
in  the  way,  otherwise  some  one  might  have  been  killed. 

After  1 1  days  we  arrived  at  Yokohama,  and  almost  imme- 
diately went  into  the  back  country.  In  other  words,  before 
we  were  settled  we  were  plunged  into  real  Japanese  life. 

We  went  first  up  to  the  Tone  River,  where  we  took  auto- 
mobiles. It  was  raining  hard  that  day.  We  drove  seven  or 
eight  miles  beyond  the  railroad.  It  is  a  more  or  less  moun- 
tainous country,  much  of  which  cannot  be  cultivated.  When 
our  business  for  the  day  was  finished  we  took  a  little  electric 
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railway  car  and  went  up  3,000  feet,  where  we  spent  the 
night.  There  was  a  Japanese  inn  there  at  which  we  put  up. 
It  contained  no  furniture,  as  we  should  say.  We  had  to  sit  on 
the  floor,  sleep  on  the  floor  and  eat  with  chop  sticks. 

Japanese  houses  are  built  without  nails.  The  framework  is 
lashed  together  with  bamboo  or  pinned  with  wooden  pins, 
and  then  covered  with  paper  screens.  The  snow  was  on  the 
ground  when  we  were  there,  with  nothing  but  a  paper  screen 
to  keep  it  out.  The  houses  are  heated  by  charcoal  fires  in  a 
receptacle  called  an  hibachi.  In  some  places — this  was  not 
the  case  at  this  inn — these  are  placed  below  the  floor,  so  that 
you  can  put  rugs  over  them,  and  by  putting  your  feet  and 
hands  in  underneath  you  get  warmed  up — not  including  your 
back,  however.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  were  not  bothered  at 
all.  It  sounds  a  great  deal  worse  than  it  really  is. 

There  was  a  hot  spring  at  this  place,  so  we  were  all  ex- 
pected to  take  a  bath.  In  fact  you  are  expected  to  take  at 
least  two  a  day  wherever  you  are  in  Japan.  You  put  on  a 
rather  thick  kimona  with  a  wash  linen  lining,  which  takes 
away  the  feeling  that  you  are  wearing  something  somebody 
has  used  before  you.  You  don't  put  on  your  European  gar- 
ments after  your  bath,  as  it  is  very  much  more  comfortable 
in  sitting  on  the  floor  to  have  a  loose  kimona,  which  being 
padded  is  warm. 

We  had  a  very  nice  Japanese  dinner.  The  food  was  Japa- 
nese, and  we  took  it  right  off  the  bat,  and  liked  it  well  enough. 
At  the  start  it  is  a  bit  difficult  to  handle  chop  sticks,  but  you 
get  accustomed  to  it.  I  could  not  get  used  to  the  raw  fish. 
Most  of  the  other  things  I  liked — if  you  don't  like  them  at 
the  start  you  acquire  the  taste  eventually,  and  the  Japanese 
make  you  feel  perfectly  easy  about  skipping  any  course  you 
wish  to. 

That  first  day  14  cups  of  tea  were  served  to  us.  Tea  is 
offered  you  on  all  occasions.  You  can  buy  it  at  the  railroad 
station  and  in  the  train  in  a  little  pot  with  a  cup  on  top.  It  is 
what  they  call  Japan  tea;  it  looks  very  weak  and  is  served 
with  no  sugar  or  cream. 

In  that  way  we  saw  the  Japanese  as  they  are.  Back  in  the 
country  they  were  particularly  friendly;  just  as  nice  as  they 
could  be,  and  they  did  everything  possible  for  our  comfort. 
I  could  not  see  the  slightest  evidence  of  any  antagonistic 
feeling  toward  foreigners. 
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On  leaving  the  Tone  River  district  we  went  back  to  Tokyo, 
where  we  had  spent  only  one  day  since  leaving  the  steamer. 
After  a  day  or  two  there  we  started  for  the  Sho  River,  where 
our  organization  is  engaged  on  a  hydro-electric  development. 
The  distance  was  25  miles  longer  than  from  Boston  to  New 
York.  It  took  us  28  hours.  According  to  our  standard  the 
railroad  schedule  is  extremely  slow.  You  are  quite  comfort- 
able, and  enjoy  looking  out  of  the  window.  It  is  more  inter- 
esting to  look  out  a  train  window  in  Japan  than  in  any 
country  I  have  ever  been  in. 

On  the  Sho  River  trip  we  went  up  in  jinrikishas  to  a  little 
place  called  Aoshima,  which  is  several  miles  beyond  the  end 
of  the  railroad.  There  was  a  lot  of  snow  on  the  ground.  We 
stayed  in  the  same  kind  of  a  Japanese  inn  as  the  one  pre- 
viously described,  except  that  it  was  much  smaller  and 
simpler.  But  here  also  we  had  no  difficulty  with  the  food,  and 
we  slept  well — on  the  floor. 

We  saw  a  very  interesting  sight  at  this  place.  The  camp  is 
about  two  and  one-half  miles  up  a  rocky  canyon,  and  in 
places  along  the  side  of  the  hills  there  is  a  trail  that  is  cut 
right  out  of  the  granite.  I  remember  that  when  we  were  once 
in  Pompeii,  the  Italian  guide  with  great  pride  showed  us  the 
ruts  that  were  worn  in  the  stone  flags  by  the  chariots.  Here 
in  northern  Japan,  in  a  place  you  never  hear  of,  we  saw  just 
as  deep  ruts  in  the  granite  of  this  trail,  made  by  the  little 
hand  carts  which  the  Japanese  peasants  pull.  When  Mr. 
Macy,  of  our  organization,  went  to  this  place  a  year  and  a 
half  ago  he  was  the  second  man  of  American  or  European 
blood  that  had  ever  been  seen  in  the  town.  So  you  get  there 
a  view  of  Japanese  life  that  is  pretty  near  what  it  was  centu- 
ries ago.  The  costume  of  the  people  is  entirely  Japanese. 
Electric  light  poles  are  the  only  indication  you  see  of  Ameri- 
can or  European  civilization;  you  see  them  everywhere.  We 
did  not  visit  a  place  where  they  were  not  in  evidence  on  all 
streets,  even  in  the  alleyways.  They  used  to  irritate  me 
because  they  ruined  the  picturesqueness  of  many  pictures  I 
took. 

After  leaving  the  Sho  River  we  went  to  China,  but  before 
describing  that  part  of  our  trip  I  wish  to  make  a  few  general 
remarks  regarding  Japan.  In  the  first  place  95  or  98  per  cent 
of  the  Japanese  are  educated.  You  see  schools  everywhere. 
The  Japanese  have  a  very  strong  patriotic  feeling.  The  chil- 
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dren  are  taught  by  heart  a  patriotic  text,  something  like  one 
of  Abraham  Lincoln's  speeches.  I  think  they  have  to  say  it 
every  morning  when  they  reach  school.  The  people  pay  divine 
honors  to  the  emperor.  In  other  words,  patriotism  and  re- 
ligion are  combined.  The  basic  religion  is  Shintoism,  which 
means  the  worshipof  ancestors.  The  Japanese  are  also  Buddh- 
ists. You  see  both  Shinto  and  Buddhist  temples  everywhere, 
and  I  could  not  quite  fathom  just  where  one  ends  and  the 
other  begins.  In  the  two  and  one-half  mile  journey  up  to 
the  camp,  of  which  I  have  previously  spoken,  we  passed  per- 
haps half  a  dozen  shrines.  There  is  one  right  near  the  camp, 
like  a  little  temple.  Every  town,  in  fact,  has  its  temple. 
Everywhere  you  see  the  people  kneeling  down  in  front  of 
them,  and  this  was  especially  the  case  when  we  came  back  to 
Japan  during  the  cherry  blossom  season,  when  the  people 
seemed  to  be  on  the  move.  This  combination  of  patriotism 
and  religion  holds  the  nation  together  as  a  concrete  unit. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  such  a  union  in  China. 

The  more  intelligent  or  educated  men  that  we  met  in 
Japan,  like  the  heads  of  the  big  industries  and  the  presidents 
of  the  banks,  are  as  fine  and  able  men  as  you  will  meet  any- 
where. Your  commercial  and  financial  intercourse  with  them 
does  not  differ  from  that  of  this  country  or  Europe.  But  this 
is  not  the  case  when  you  are  dealing  with  the  classes  lower 
down.  Your  lack  of  direct  experience  with  the  people  ham- 
pers you  greatly.  And  another  point  I  may  make  is  that  it  is 
very  difficult  for  Japanese  workmen  to  do  anything  except  as 
they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  doing.  For  that  reason,  it  will 
require  a  great  many  more  men  in  a  supervisory  capacity  to 
put  through  a  piece  of  construction  work  where  new  methods 
are  used  than  would  be  supposed. 

The  labor  situation  is  entirely  difl^erent  from  ours.  In  the 
first  place  everyone  has  a  godfather  in  addition  to  his  natural 
parents,  and  the  godfather  apparently  has  more  authority 
than  the  parents.  The  Japanese  has  to  go  to  his  godfather  to 
get  his  advice  before  he  makes  a  move,  and  as  near  as  I  could 
discover  the  godfathers,  being  very  conservative,  generally 
advise  the  man  to  stay  where  he  is.  There  is  also  a  system  of 
bonuses.  If  you  once  hire  a  man  he  is  supposed  to  earn  a 
certain  bonus,  which  is  some  per  cent  of  whatever  he  gets.  If 
you  should  discharge  him  you  would  be  obligated  to  pay  him 
that  bonus.  This  sometimes  makes  an  extremely  interesting 
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situation.  If  the  head  of  an  industry  should  think  of  dis- 
charging any  number  of  his  employees,  he  would  have  first 
to  consider  whether  he  could  afFord  to  pay  the  bonuses. 
Apparently  it  is  sometimes  cheaper  to  keep  on  employing 
men  you  don't  want  than  it  is  to  discharge  them.  Another 
it  is  much  more  difficult  in  Japan  than  here  to 
to  go  into  the  remote  regions.  You  will  probably 
:hem  more  than  the  going  rates. 
:e  a  man  is  out  of  employment  in  Japan  he  goes 
'arm.  The  country  is  divided  up  into  very  small 
ik  the  average  is  under  rather  than  over  two 
lere  is  a  very  strong  family  feeling.  Therefore, 
e  any  unemployment.  When  we  were  in  Japan 
period  of  depression.  Business  was  quiet,  and 
they  were  curtailing  in  different  industries.  But  the  bonus 
system  makes  all  the  industries  concerned  disposed  to  hang 
on  to  their  men.  They  often  cannot  afFord  to  let  them  go. 

As  we  were  credibly  informed,  Japanese  merchants  are 
very  loathe  to  take  an  inventory  loss,  and  up  to  the  time  we 
were  there  they  had  a  good  deal  of  backing  from  the  govern- 
ment banks.  The  banks  made  loans  freely  to  merchants  to 
help  carry  their  stock,  and  the  whole  business  structure  has 
been  held  up  to  war  prices,  or  substantially  war  prices.  It  is 
an  interesting  fact  that  one  could  buy  American  lumber  that 
was  sent  from  Seattle  for  very  much  less  than  one  would 
have  to  pay  for  Japanese  logs  floating  down  the  river. 

Another  interesting  thing  is  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
wealth  is  in  the  hands  of  relatively  fewer  people  than  it  is 
here.  There  are  big  family  groups  who  started  their  enter- 
prises generations  ago  with  semi-governmental  backing,  and 
these  families  have  rolled  up  wealth  on  a  tremendous  scale. 
The  South  Manchurian  Railroad  was  taken  over  by  the 
Japanese  when  they  assumed  control  of  Korea  after  the  war, 
together  with  lines  in  Manchuria.  The  railroad  is  owned 
one-half  by  the  Japanese  Government  and  one-half  by  indi- 
viduals. It  is  managed  privately,  is  very  well  run,  and  is 
certainly  a  more  comfortable  road  to  ride  over  than  the 
Japanese  roads,  owing  partly  to  the  fact  that  it  is  standard 
gauge. 

Some  of  our  tall  engineers  would  find  it  difficult  riding  in  a 
sleeping  car  on  a  narrow  gauge  Japanese  railroad.  The  berth 
is  not  quite  as  wide  as  I  am.  You  cannot  sit  up  in  it,  and  you 
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cannot  fold  up  the  upper  berth,  because  it  is  so  arranged 
that  everything  is  fastened  to  the  upper  berth  and  let  down 
from  it.  There  is  a  space  of  about  two  and  one-half  feet  between 
the  mattress  and  the  upper  berth.  Even  a  moderate  sized 
person  could  not  stretch  out  full  length  in  the  berth,  and  you 
can  imagine  what  the  night  would  be  to  a  six-footer. 

The  South  Manchurian  Railroad  runs  a  good  many  Pullman 
cars  and  is  perfectly  up  to  date,  though  the  running  time  is 
slow  compared  with  our  practice.  It  runs  through  quite  a 
mountainous  country.  It  occurred  to  me  that  the  stock  of 
this  road  would  be  a  fine  investment — 10  per  cent  guaranteed 
by  the  Japanese  Government  and  coming  ahead  of  every 
thing  else — but  I  discovered  that  it  was  illegal  for  anyone 
but  a  naturalized  Japanese  to  own  it. 

Every  bit  of  land  in  Japan,  so  far  as  we  could  see,  is  taken 
up.  When  we  were  at  Tone  River  we  were  climbing  up  over 
some  rocky  hills  into  what  looked  like  a  tangled  mass  of  rocks 
and  rough  vegetation,  and  after  walking  for  perhaps  half  a 
mile  we  would  come  into  a  little  valley  which  would  have  a 
level  spot  no  larger  than  this  room  where  there  would  be  a 
rice  field.  And  the  next  time  we  would  find  a  valley  that  was 
not  as  wide  as  this  room,  but  perhaps  half  a  mile  long,  and 
that  might  have  25  or  50  diflferent  terraces  of  rice.  Every 
bit  of  the  bottom  of  the  valley  would  be  tilled  with  rice,  and 
not  a  house  in  sight. 

Once,  looking  at  what  appeared  to  be  a  modern  Japanese 
house  (of  the  kind  you  might  see  in  the  suburbs  of  Tokyo 
and  different  in  type  from  the  farm  houses  we  had  seen  that 
had  straw  roofs),  we  found  that  it  was  a  hydro-electric  plant 
of  30  kilowatts.  We  were  told  that  there  were  hundreds  of 
these  all  over  Japan  supplying  the  country  districts.  The 
power  from  this  particular  station  instead  of  coming  down 
towards  the  railroad  went  back  into  the  hills  and  lighted  the 
rural  community  there. 

They  have  had  a  tremendous  industrial  development  in 
Japan,  and  it  would  seem  that  their  progress  from  now  on 
would  have  to  be  in  the  industrial  line  because  the  land  is 
already  fully  cultivated.  The  land  we  saw  that  day  in  the 
country  sells  for  about  ?i,ooo  an  acre.  In  one  particular, 
conditions  are  especially  favorable  to  industrial  develop- 
ment in  Japan.  I  refer  to  the  great  abundance  of  water  power, 
and  cheap  power  is  the  foundation  of  every  industrial  na- 
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tion's  prosperity.  Hydro-electric  development  should  mean 
to  Japan  in  the  future  what  her  coal  deposits  have  meant  to 
Great  Britain  in  the  past. 

We  went  to  China  by  way  of  Korea.  You  go  from  Tokyo 
to  Shimonoseki,  a  trip  of  24  hours,  and  consume  just  about 
a  night  in  crossing  the  Strait  of  Shimonoseki,  which  connects 
the  Yellow  Sea  with  the  Sea  of  Japan.  Our  trip  on  the  Pacific 
was  smooth  in  comparison  with  this,  for  when  the  water 
would  hit  the  bow  and  get  it  way  up  on  end,  another  wave 
would  hit  the  stern.  Before  you  actually  got  spinning  in  one 
direction  you  would  begin  to  spin  in  the  other.  I  could  not 
sleep  much  that  night,  though  as  a  rule  I  am  a  pretty  good 
sleeper.  Arriving  in  Korea,  we  traveled  12  hours  by  train 
to  Seoul,  the  capital. 

Korea  is  a  mountainous  country,  and  it  has  been  stripped 
entirely  clean  of  timber.  It  is  the  most  God  forsaken  country 
one  has  ever  seen.  It  is  fertile  enough,  but  you  see  peasants 
scraping  up  dead  grass  and  dead  weeds  for  fuel.  They  pick 
up  single  blades  of  grass  and  deposit  them  in  baskets  which 
they  carry  on  their  backs.  The  peasants  live  in  little  straw- 
thatched  huts  with  round  looking  tops,  the  huts  being  built 
close  together.  From  a  distance  they  look  like  a  cluster  of 
Indian  baskets  bottom  side  up  with  a  fence  around  them. 
The  towns  are  all  small,  and  the  national  costume  is  white. 
The  result  is  that  with  no  trees  and  no  shrubs  you  can  look 
over  the  landscape  and  see  every  single  Korean,  no  matter 
how  far  off.  If  you  see  a  line  of  white  dots  up  a  mountainside 
— you    know    they    are    Koreans    on    a    mountain    trail. 

The  men  wear  little  hats  with  a  crown  of  only  three  or  four 
inches  in  diameter,  which  are  made  of  a  kind  of  wire  mosquito 
netting.  The  men  have  queues,  which  they  wind  up  in  a  little 
knot  on  the  top  of  their  head,  and  the  hat  just  covers  the 
knot.  We  used  to  call  them  "bird  cages.'*  The  women  wear 
white  also.  They  have  head  dresses  of  different  kinds,  which 
are  more  or  less  like  the  French  peasants'  head  dresses.  The 
people  are  very  poor.  They  have  a  hard  time  to  exist,  al- 
though they  look  physically  strong.  It  is  said  that  they  are 
very  lazy.  It  is  also  said  that  they  eat  dogs — raw,  too.  They 
are  said  to  have  a  delightful  habit  of  burying  old  people  when 
they  are  unable  to  work  any  more.  I  won't  vouch  for  this. 

The  country  is  absolutely  covered  with  graves.  As  you 
ride  through  the  country  I  think  you  are  more  impressed  by 
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the  number  of  graves  than  by  any  other  one  thing.  There 
appear  to  be  literally  millions  of  them.  I  think  there  was  not 
a  time  when  I  could  not,  by  looking  out  of  the  window,  count 
a  hundred.  In  Korea,  they  are  on  the  hillside.  For  ordinary 
people  there  is  nothing  but  a  mound  of  earth.  The  same 
thing  is  true  in  China — ^just  a  mound  of  earth  about  three  or 
four  feet  in  diameter.  The  wealthy  people  both  in  Korea  and 
in  China  have  monuments,  and  the  most  affluent  have  little 
tombs  around  which  trees  are  planted.  In  fact,  about  the 
only  trees  in  Korea  or  eastern  China  are  those  around  the 
tombs.  The  people  respect  the  graves  and  do  not  cut  down 
the  trees  in  the  burial  grounds.  In  Korea  nearly  all  the  graves 
are  on  the  hillsides  in  order  not  to  use  up  land  that  can  be 
cultivated.  Every  bit  is  put  under  cultivation,  just  as  in 
Japan,  but  not  as  carefully.  The  natural  resources  of  Korea 
are  being  developed  by  Japan.  Coal  mining,  the  manufacture 
of  iron  and  steel,  and  allied  industries  are  being  energetically 
pushed. 

We  spent  an  interesting  day  in  Seoul,  and  then  took  a  24- 
hour  ride  to  Mukden.  I  have  never  seen  such  a  sudden 
change  of  people  and  customs  as  when  we  crossed  the  river 
from  Korea  into  China.  Everything  we  saw  in  Korea  seemed 
pretty  uniform.  Generally  when  I  have  crossed  from  one 
country  into  another  I  should  not  have  known  I  had  done  so 
if  there  had  not  been  a  boundary  post.  Here  the  very  first 
house  you  saw  was  radically  different.  It  was  built  of  stone 
or  mud  with  a  flat  roof.  The  Chinese  costume  was  black 
instead  of  white.  The  appearance  of  the  villages  was  entirely 
different.  There  was  a  perfectly  defined  line — the  people  of 
the  two  countries  apparently  do  not  mix  at  all. 

We  spent  one  day  in  Mukden.  Here  the  editor  of  the 
Stone  &  Webster  Journal  suflFered,  as  he  thinks,  a  great 
loss.  For  I  had  taken  a  picture  of  a  horse-car  in  Mukden 
drawn  by  three  little  white  Mongolian  ponies,  which  could 
not  have  been  over  thirteen  hands  high,  driven  abreast.  But 
when  I  got  back  to  Tokyo  it  was  burned  up  in  the  Imperial 
Hotel  fire. 

I  was  rather  surprised  to  find  that  Mukden  still  locked  its 
gates  at  night.  It  was  the  first  city  we  encountered  where  this 
occurs.  The  gates  are  locked  at  nine  o'clock  and  no  one  can 
enter  or  leave  the  city.  Mukden  seemed  a  pretty  wild  place, 
and  I  should  say  that  it  was  a  good  thing  to  lock  the  gates.  I 
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went  out  once  for  a  walk  with  my  family.  Our  hotel  was  two 
miles  outside  the  walled  city  in  a  big  square  brilliantly 
lighted  by  electricity.  I  told  a  man  connected  with  the  South 
Manchurian  Railroad,  who  acted  as  a  sort  of  guide  for  us, 
that  "we  should  like  to  take  a  walk."  He  displayed  no  enthu- 
siasm, however.  The  square  was  so  brilliantly  lighted  that  I 
thought  it  would  be  all  right,  but  the  minute  we  went  out  we 
were  surrounded  by  I  should  say  50  jinrikisha  men  and  all 
kinds  of  coolies,  hollering  and  yelling  and  staring  at  us  as 
hard  as  they  could.  Before  we  had  walked  200  yards,  I  turned 
around,  but  the  crowd  walked  right  along  with  us  up  to  the 
door  of  the  hotel.  We  could  not  shake  them. 

We  went  from  Mukden  to  Peking,  and  stayed  there  for  a 
couple  of  weeks.  I  think  Peking  is  today  perhaps  the  most 
interesting  international  centre  in  the  world — since  Con- 
stantinople has  been  on  the  decline.  You  see  people  in  Peking 
from  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  There  is  a  fine  hotel  and  the 
city  has  more  walls,  I  suspect,  than  any  other  in  the  world. 
The  gates  are  shut  at  night,  too. 

There  is  one  thing  about  Peking  which  may  surprise  you. 
There  are  no  street  cars  there.  Probably  80  per  cent  of  the 
traffic  is  handled  by  jinrikishas  and  Peking  carts,  little  two 
wheel  carts  with  a  top  like  a  prairie  schooner,  drawn  by  a 
donkey.  There  are  little  glass  broughams  about  half  the  size 
of  our  broughams.  This  vehicle  is  drawn  by  a  Mongolian 
pony,  with  a  Chinaman  sitting  on  a  high  seat,  and  another 
standing  on  the  rear  axle.  When  they  get  to  a  corner  the 
footman  behind  jumps  oflF,  runs  up  and  leads  the  pony  around 
the  corner.  He  also  leads  him  if  there  is  any  other  steering  to 
be  done.  You  also  pass  caravans  of  camels. 

Peking  is  the  seat  of  the  central  government.  But  before 
we  went  there  the  power  had  largely  passed  from  the  civil 
authorities  to  the  Tuchuns,  or  military  governors.  Each 
province  had  a  military  governor,  but  in  a  good  many  cases 
they  combined,  so  that  there  would  be  one  for  every  two  or 
three  provinces.  Chang  Tso-lin  was  the  war  lord  of  Man- 
churia. He  was  military  governor  of  three  or  four  provinces 
north  of  Peking.  You  saw  his  troops  everywhere,  at  Mukden 
and  at  every  railroad  station.  On  the  way  from  Mukden  to 
Peking  our  train  was  boarded  by  a  Chinese  general  and  his 
staflF,  the  staflF  being  so  numerous  that  they  absolutely  filled 
the  dining  car.  We  stayed  in  the  diner  because  in  Chinese 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Along  the  Canal,  Soochow 


Junk  on  Canal  at  Soochow 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Observations  in  Japan^  Korea  and  China  43 

sleeping  cars  the  small  windows  are  not  opposite  the  seats. 
(The  berths  were  big  enough  and  comfortable  enough  to 
sleep  in.)  The  general  and  his  staff  boarded  the  train  in  the 
afternoon.  From  the  way  they  talked  to  the  conductor  we 
thought  they  were  going  to  murder  him.  They  apparently 
expected  something  he  did  not  have — a  private  car — so  they 
took  the  diner  and  filled  every  seat.  They  sat  on  the  tables 
and  on  the  backs  of  the  seats,  and  as  a  whole  made  them- 
selves quite  disagreeable.  It  was  Lord  Northcliffe,  I  think, 
who  after  a  trip  through  China,  said  that  the  national  pas- 
time in  China  was  spitting.  Well,  the  general's  staff  indulged 
in  this  pastime  to  the  fullest  extent,  driving  us  back  to  the 
sleeping  car.  There  was  one  big  body  guard  sitting  in  the 
middle  of  the  aisle,  filling  it  completely.  As  he  did  not  move 
we  had  to  step  over  his  shoulder  when  we  left  the  car. 

They  carried  their  treasure  in  a  canvas  bag,  held  by  two 
men.  When  it  hit  the  floor  of  the  car  it  sounded  like  a  million 
dollars.  I  supposed  that  it  probably  was  silver  amounting  to 
a  good  many  thousand  dollars.  I  afterwards  learned  from  the 
train  conductor  that  it  was  two  hundred  dollars  in  coppers. 

We  went  back  to  the  dining  car  for  our  dinner,  but  it  was 
extremely  disagreeable.  They  stared  and  kept  up  their 
national  pastime,  and  we  could  have  wished  that  we  lacked 
the  sense  of  smell.  Thank  heaven !  we  were  not  disturbed  that 
night.  I  understood  that  there  were  four  attendants  on  our 
car  who  slept  on  the  floor  across  the  doors  at  either  end  of 
the  car.  We  felt  we  could  not  eat  breakfast  in  the  diner,  but 
they  served  us  a  very  good  repast  in  our  apartments.  (We 
had  been  put  in  the  car  next  to  the  diner.)  We  were  very 
much  surprised  by  the  food  we  had  on  that  Chinese  dining 
car.  It  was  better  than  we  get  between  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton— ^just  as  good  as  the  best  western  dining  car. 

I  have  said  that  the  government  of  China  is  by  provinces. 
There  are  over  twenty  of  these.  They  have  a  civil  govern- 
ment, and  formerly  a  certain  proportion  of  the  land  tax  went 
from  all  of  the  provinces  to  the  central  government.  Then, 
too,  the  central  government  had  the  surplus  earnings  of  the 
railroads  over  and  above  the  interest  on  the  bonds  and  the 
sinking  fund  requirements.  And  it  had  also  some  surplus  from 
the  customs  and  salt  taxes.  The  customs  and  the  salt  indus- 
try are  under  foreign  jurisdiction. 

They  were  beginning  to  have  some  difficulty  in  collecting 
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the  salt  tax,  because  it  comes  from  the  interior  provinces, 
and  when  we  were  there  one  province  was  holding  up 
JioOjOOO.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  salt  tax  is  coming 
through  pretty  welL  Chinese  government  loans  that  are 
based  on  these  two  taxes  are,  therefore,  perfectly  good. 

So  the  general  government  received  part  of  the  land  tax, 
some  surplus  of  the  customs,  whatever  surplus  there  was  on 
the  salt,  and  the  surplus  of  railroad  earnings:  combined,  that 
was  enough  for  it  to  carry  on  its  activities. 

Then  the  land  tax  stopped  coming.  The  local  governments 
or  the  military  governors  kept  it.  Business  was  very  poor. 
There  was  very  little  surplus  from  the  customs,  and  the  same 
was  true  of  the  salt  tax.  The  result  was  that  the  central  gov- 
ernment ran  out  of  money.  Government  employees  were  way 
behind  in  their  pay,  the  school  teachers  did  not  receive  their 
salaries;  no  interest  has  been  paid  on  any  bonds  except  those 
taken  care  of  by  the  specially  allocated  taxes. 

I  was  told  in  Peking  that  VVu  Pei-Fu  was  by  all  odds  the 
best  military  commander  in  China.  It  looked  at  one  time  as 
though  he  might  be  crushed,  as  he  was  in  between  Gen. 
Chang  Tso-lin  in  the  north  and  Dr.  Sun  Yat-Sen  in  the 
south,  and  was  military  governor  of  only  two  provinces.  But 
he  made  short  work  of  the  former,  and,  as  you  know,  the 
latter  has  been  dispossessed  at  Canton.  Wu  Pei-Fu  is  said  to 
be  the  best  of  the  military  governors,  is  patriotic  and  is 
honest. 

The  fundamental  thing  about  China  is  this:  They  have  a 
population  of  four  hundred  million  people,  90  per  cent  of 
which  are  estimated  to  be  illiterate,  with  very  little  patriotic 
feeling  and  no  visible  general  religious  feeling  except  the  fear 
of  devils.  For  these  four  hundred  million  people  there  is  no 
real  system  of  transportation,  a  large  proportion  of  the  traffic 
being  handled  by  canals.  The  language  and  currency  in  each 
province  are  different.  With  these  broad  facts  in  mind,  it  is 
hard  to  surmise  just  what  sort  of  a  government  can  hold  them 
together.  In  the  old  days  they  could  worship  the  emperor 
with  what  religious  feeling  they  had.  He  could  instil  fear 
into  them  by  judiciously  cutting  off  heads  (which  he  did), 
and  the  combination  of  fear  and  worship  held  the  nation 
together  in  a  loose  way. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  a  very  large  proportion  of 
Chinese  houses  are  built  with  a  "devil's  screen"  before  the 
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door.  They  think  that  devils  can  travel  only  in  a  straight 
line.  So  Chinese  houses,  even  those  occupied  by  European 
and  Americans,  have  these  devil  screens,  two  or  three  times 
as  wide  as  the  door,  the  theory  being  that  the  devil  cannot 
get  through  the  screen,  and  cannot  turn  the  corner  to  get  in 
through  the  door. 

Hankow  surprised  us  more  than  any  other  city.  You  think 
of  it  as  a  spot  on  the  map,  but  Hankow  and  the  cities  that 
adjoin  it  across  the  river,  and  are  a  part  of  the  commercial 
centre,  have  over  one  million  people.  They  call  it  "The 
Chicago  of  China."  We  arrived  there  in  the  morning  and 
went  to  the  hotel  in  an  automobile.  Everywhere  were  French 
signs,  in  the  same  blue  and  white  enamel  you  see  in  Paris.  We 
were  in  a  French  concession.  Certain  areas  are  allocated  to 
foreign  governments.  The  French  concession  is  a  French 
city,  the  English  concession  an  English  city,  and  the  Russian 
concession  a  Russian  city.  These  concessions  cover  the  whole 
river  front  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  from  the  river 
they  look  like  an  European  city.  But  the  moment  you  get 
beyond  them  on  either  side  you  are  in  purely  Chinese  terri- 
tory. There  are  little  narrow  streets,  low  Chinese  buildings, 
and  all  the  things  that  go  with  the  Chinese. 

Just  before  we  left  Peking,  we  were  entertained  at  a  very 
pleasant  luncheon  given  to  Mr.  Muhlfeld  and  myself  by  Dr. 
Yen,  the  acting  Premier  of  China.  There  were  present  rep- 
resentatives men  from  the  central  government,  a  good  pro- 
portion having  been  educated  in  America.  Quite  a  number  of 
them  spoke  English  fluently,  and  it  was  very  interesting  to 
get  their  views  on  the  internal  situation.  All  of  them  were 
optimistic  in  regard  to  the  eventual  outcome,  but  felt  that 
time  and  patience  would  be  required  to  get  matters  really 
straightened  out. 

We  were  very  much  pleased  to  hear  the  next  day  that  the 
Minister  of  Communications  had  placed  at  our  disposal  a 
private  car  for  our  trip  to  Hankow.  As  it  takes  36  hours,  this 
made  a  great  difference  in  our  comfort,  and  rendered  the 
trip  a  very  pleasant  one. 

There  was  one  thing  that  I  never  expected  to  see.  It  was 
when  we  passed  the  Yellow  River  on  our  way  south  to  Han- 
kow. All  Chinese  cities  of  any  size  have  walls  around  them, 
with  moats  and  parapets,  but  in  the  medium  sized  cities 
they  have  mostly  gone  to  rack  and  ruin.  South  of  the  Yellow 
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River,  however,  we  saw  hundreds  of  Chinese  rebuilding 
these  walls  to  full  strength,  with  moats,  parapets,  loopholes 
and  the  like.  Every  town  was  having  its  walls  rebuilt.  We  saw 
soldiers  everywhere,  and  you  had  a  feeling  that  something 
was  going  to  happen.  The  reason  for  rebuilding  the  walls  was 
not  so  much  that  the  people  were  afraid  of  a  siege,  as  that 
when  a  Chinese  army  is  defeated  the  troops  generally  turn 
into  bandits.  They  cannot  get  any  more  pay  from  the  de- 
feated general,  and  the  only  way  they  can  live  is  to  subsist  on 
the  country.  This  takes  your  thoughts  back  to  medieval  days. 

Fron  Hankow  we  went  down  the  Yangtse  River,  and  found 
it  tremendously  interesting.  We  made  the  trip  on  a  boat  that 
looked  something  like  a  Sound  steamer,  and  were  three  days 
aboard.  Thousands  of  junks  were  passed.  Many  looked  like 
Columbus  caravels;  they  were  probably  building  them  thou- 
sands of  years  before  Columbus  sailed  for  these  shores  and 
they  have  never  changed.  We  counted  55  of  these  junks  in 
one  place.  I  should  say  that  we  were  not  in  any  place  where 
we  could  not  count  25  or  30  in  sight. 

The  Yangtse  River  is  navigable  for  about  a  thousand 
miles  above  Hankow.  In  this  particular  region  there  are 
seventy-five  million  people,  with  no  railroad  facilities  of  any 
kind.  Water  is  the  only  means  of  transportation.  There 
would  be  no  occasion  for  famines  if  they  had  good  transpor- 
tation. It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  when  the  Chinese  have 
a  strong,  stable  government  there  will  be  the  most  wonder- 
ful chance  for  development  that  could  be  found  anywhere  in 
the  world;  but  the  fly  in  the  amber  is  in  the  fact  that  nobody 
knows  when  that  is  going  to  be. 

There  is  one  more  thing  of  which  I  must  speak.  When  we 
were  in  Peking  we  saw  only  the  government  side  of  things. 
We  saw  the  troubles  of  the  government  and  we  also  saw  the 
troubles  of  our  American  and  European  friends  there.  Every 
big  business  in  China  has  a  collection  agency  in  Peking. 
Everybody  there  was  trying  to  collect  money  from  the 
government.  They  were  all  blue  because  there  was  none  to  be 
got.  You  saw  that  side  of  it.  Yet,  we  were  amazed  in  Hankow, 
and  still  more  so  in  Shanghai,  to  find  that  these  large  com- 
mercial and  industrial  businesses  were  going  on  pretty  inde- 
pendently of  the  government.  Business  was  poor,  because  it 
was  p)oor  everywhere,  but  the  cotton  industry,  and  the  ship- 
ping industry,  and  some  of  the  allied  industries  seemed  to  be 
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doing  business  quite  irrespective  of  the  government.  There 
were  interruptions  and  menaces,  of  course,  arising  from  the 
impecuniousness  of  the  military  commanders.  But  in  Shang- 
hai and  Hankow,  where  American  and  European  gunboats 
are  accessible,  business  in  the  foreign  concessions  goes  on 
smoothly. 

As  I  have  said,  there  are  four  hundred  million  people  in 
China.  There  is  a  total  debt,  however,  of  less  than  one  billion 
dollars — ^less  than  one-fifth  of  our  last  Victory  Loan. 

Fundamentally,  I  feel  optimistic  about  the  ultimate  out- 
come in  China.  In  what  I  have  been  saying  I  have  intention- 
ally pointed  out  the  dark  side,  because  I  think  it  is  well  to 
know  the  worst  of  the  situation  with  which  you  are  dealing. 

The  Chinese  are  optimistic.  They  believe  they  are  going 
to  get  things  straightened  out,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will 
eventually.  The  educated  Chinese  are  charming  people.  We 
saw  a  great  many  of  them.  There  is  a  Tech  Club  in  Peking. 
They  gave  us  a  dinner  at  the  Chinese  Naval  Club.  There  is  a 
Tech  Club  in  Shanghai  also,  and  we  had  a  dinner  there.  We 
met  a  great  nimiber  of  fine  young  Chinese  who  have  been 
educated  here,  and  their  wives. 

Though  it  looks  to  me  as  if  it  would  take  some  time  to 
straighten  out  the  Chinese  situation,  I  feel  that  certain  com- 
mercial enterprises  could  be  profitably  started  there  even 
under  present  conditions. 
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Measurement  of  Fuel  and  Oil  Supplies* 

By  Tom  P.  Walker 

DURING  the  year  1921  out  of  every  dollar  that  was  spent 
in  the  operation  and  maintenance  of  all  departments  of 
the  Haverhill  Gas  Light  Company,  fifty-one  cents  were  spent 
for  coal,  coke  and  oil.  Two  pieces  of  apparatus — the  steam 
boiler  and  the  gas  generator  over  at  the  works — hold  the 
balance  of  power  and  match  their  greed  against  all  the 
outward  and  visible  signs  of  grandeur  and  strength  which 
signifies  to  the  world.  The  Gas  Company.  The  comfortable 
support  of  a  hundred  families,  plus  the  operation  of  seven 
automobiles,  added  to  the  maintenance  of  spacious  buildings 
and  pretentious  oiffices,  all  these  and  much  more,  cost  less 
than  those  three  items — usually  grouped  as  "Fuel."  May  we 
not  then  consider  seriously  our  methods  with  these  materials 
and  seek  to  search  out,  if  possible,  a  means  of  making  their 
accounting  more  effective  and  more  truly  representative. 

The  proposition  of  periodic  and  systematic  inventories  of 
all  supplies  needs  no  serious  presentation  to  this  meeting. 
In  most  of  our  departments  the  yearly  or  semi-yearly  stock 
taking  is  as  well  established  as  the  principle  of  a  two  week's 
vacation.  Inventory  season  in  our  stockrooms  is  made  the 
occasion  for  no  end  of  ceremony.  All  hands  turn  out  some 
bright  Sunday  and  with  loud  voice  and  deep  concern  each 
separate  fitting  is  carefully  tallied  off — each  stove  enumer- 
ated— each  bulk  lot  meticulously  weighed — and  the  record 
so  established  is  guarded  as  jealously  as  a  bundle  of  Liberty 
Fives.  The  auditors  fondle  these  papers,  they  check  and  cross 
check — add,  multiply  and  peruse — then  argue  and  corre- 
spond and  once  approved  they  are  set  up  as  facts  indis- 
putable. 

Did  you  ever  see  an  auditor  check  up  a  pile  of  coal?  Have 
your  fuel  records,  those  original  records  which  go  to  make  up 
the  monthly  manufacturing  statement,  ever  been  examined? 
Probably  not.  And  why?  Is  it  not  because  a  fuel  supply  can- 
not easily  be  reduced  to  a  concrete  common  denomination 
that  it  is  neglected  generally  with  the  happy  attitude  that 
"it  can't  be  done?"  But  please  remember  that  expenditures 
for  fuel  represent  fifty-one  cents  out  of  every  dollar  spent. 

*A  paper  at  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  New  England  Companies  under 
Stone  &  Webster  management,  at  New  London,  Conn.,  June  28, 1922. 
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My  subject  is  the  "measurement  of  fuel  and  oil  supply/* 
A  perfectly  plain  and  clear  premise — yet  a  moment's  thought 
will  suggest  a  number  of  dependent  factors  each  with  its 
ramifications  and,  therefore,  it  will  be  difficult  to  exclude 
digressions  entirely.  As  a  matter  of  fair  play  I  must  warn  you 
now  that  I  cannot  hew  closely  to  my  thesis.  In  a  general  way 
I  shall  attempt  to  show  what  some  companies  are  doing  in 
this  respect,  and  what  results  can  be  obtained  by  conscien- 
tious attention  to  a  few  simple  principles. 

Our  first  record  of  a  coal  shipment  is  that  a  certain  car  that 
weighs  a  given  number  of  pounds  has  left  the  mines  con- 
signed to  our  company.  In  the  hand  of  some  railroad  several 
hundreds  of  miles  away  it  is  ours,  as  is,  and  from  the  invoice 
we  must  set  it  up  in  our  supply  account  as  that  given  number 
of  pounds  times  an  agreed  price.  But  before  this  coal  becomes 
a  part  of  our  operating  reserve,  a  few  tons  may  have  leaked 
out  through  a  defective  hopper  or  perhaps  a  hole  in  the  side 
of  the  car  originally  stuffed  up  with  a  gunny  sack.  A  few 
hundred  pounds  more  have  been  kicked  off  the  top  by  small 
urchins  who  later  reclaim  it  from  the  right  of  way — and  when 
that  car  is  dumped  in  a  large  pile  with  many  more  similar 
cars,  it  is  any  one's  guess  how  much  remains. 

Let  us  leave  rfiat  coal  in  a  vacant  lot  for  a  month  or  two — 
or  a  year  or  two — ^while  we  use  from  regular  shipments.  Then 
some  day  due  to  a  strike  or  a  washout  on  the  main  line  we 
turn  to  our  stock  pile  for  assistance.  We  dig  into  it  for  a 
month,  and  find  that  instead  of  an  additional  month's  supply 
as  our  books  attest,  we  have  none.  Our  stock  pile  is  short — 
way  short,  and  the  company's  net  goes  into  the  red  for  a 
month  or  so  and  then  we  breathe  a  questionable  blessing  on 
the  fellow  who  said  that  "Figures  don't  lie." 

Accounting  for  coal  is  not  a  matter  of  figures  solely — it  is 
first  a  state  of  mind — then  a  sympathetic  consideration  of 
past  experience  and  then  figures  applied  as  thoughtfully  and 
carefully  as  possible. 

In  order  to  obtain  as  broad  a  slant  as  possible  on  this  sub- 
ject and  also  that  I  may  not  need  to  tax  my  own  thought 
unduly,  I  sent  out  a  questionnaire  to  most  of  the  companies 
under  Stone  &  Webster  management,  and  many  outside  the 
organization,  which  touched  on  various  phases  of  this  matter 
of  fuel  inventory.  While  I  have  been  asked  to  present  as  con- 
cisely as  possible  the  method  which  we  have  employed  at 
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Haverhill,  I  should  like  to  ask  that  you  consider  with  me 
hastily  the  information  which  my  questionnaire  disclosed. 
Perhaps  we  may  best  group  the  material  as  follows: 

1.  Attitude  toward  the  subject. 

2.  Data  upon  which  method  used  must  be  based. 

3.  The  method  and  its  application. 

In  the  first  place  there  seems  to  be  no  unanimity  of  opinion 
as  to  the  frequency  with  which  measured  inventories  should 
be  taken.  On  one  point  there  is  no  quarrel  and  this  is  that  to 
use  up  a  consignment  of  coal  completely  gives  the  best  possi- 
ble check  on  book  values.  Several  companies  rely  entirely 
upon  this  method  and  during  normal  times,  when  markets  are 
responsive  and  a  sensitive  regulation  of  shipments  is  possible, 
this  means  can  be  controlled  so  that  periodic  checks  are 
possible.  During  the  changing  conditions  of  these  past  few 
years,  however,  when  operating  reserves  have  been  very 
heavy,  many  of  the  exponents  of  this  plan  have  found  it 
impossible  to  clean  up  entirely  and  there  have  been  no  inven- 
tories. While  this  scheme  for  checking  book  values  is  un- 
doubtedly the  most  conclusive,  it  cannot  be  supported  unless 
it  furnishes  frequent  comparisons. 

The  Brockton  plan  depends  upon  this  idea  and  is  being 
applied  very  satisfactorily  on  bunker  coal.  Here  they  are  so 
fortunately  situated  as  to  be  able  to  store  in  one  bunker 
while  using  from  another  so  that  one  shipment  is  completely 
exhausted  before  the  next  is  touched.  In  going  a  step  further, 
however,  and  applying  it  to  their  storage  pile  they  find  that 
it  is  necessary  to  use  from  storage  and  store  at  the  same  time, 
thus  making  two  handlings,  where  by  using  directly  from 
shipments  and  leaving  the  storage  pile  intact,  only  one  hand- 
ling would  be  necessary. 

There  are  those  who  prescribe  that  measured  inventories 
be  made  when  stocks  are  low  and  others  who  reduce  stocks 
yearly  so  that  a  measure  of  diminished  stock  may  be  made. 
They  do  not,  however,  prescribe  periodic  measurement  and 
more  often  than  not  they  are  not  made  yearly  as  planned. 
The  usual  answer  is  that  the  measurement  is  nowhere  near 
accurate  anyhow,  therefore,  but  little  harm  is  done. 

The  point  I  have  in  mind  is  this,  that  we  have  no  rigid 
principle  to  tie  to,  and  as  a  consequence  a  very  skeptical  and 
indifferent  attitude  prevails.  It  is  very  necessary  first,  there- 
fore, that  we  determine  to  give  this  matter  the  careful 
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thought  it  deserves  and  school  ourselves  to  apply  some  sys- 
tem which  adapts  itself  to  local  conditions  as  conscientiously 
as  we  handle  stocks  of  fittings  or  stoves. 

Now  to  take  up  the  second  phase  in  developing  our  method 
let  us  consider  the  data  upon  which  our  choice  of  a  method 
must  be  based. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  that  always  there  will  be  a  dis- 
crepancy between  an  amount  of  fuel  invoiced  at  the  mines 
and  that  same  fuel  as  charged  off  on  the  plant  scales  for 
record  on  the  financial  sheet.  Invariably  this  discrepancy 
shows  a  shortage  in  stock,  and  the  simplest  method  of  pro- 
rating the  loss  is  through  some  percentage  correction  applied 
somewhere  along  the  line  to  our  fuel  figures.  The  fixing  of 
this  percentage  should  be  an  important  feature  of  fuel  ac- 
counting and  it  can  only  be  made  through  experience.  Once 
made,  it  should  be  continually  subject  to  revision  according 
as  inventories  show  its  adequacy.  Percentage  allowances 
reported  to  me  from  the  various  companies  varied  from  0.5 
per  cent  to  7  per  cent. 

The  method  of  applying  this  figure  is  not  of  great  moment. 
Whether  you  reduce  your  invoice  weights  immediately  to 
get  book  value,  whether  you  reduce  them  an  amount  which 
represents  transportation  losses  and  then  increase  the  amount 
used  by  a  percentage  which  represents  storage  shrinkage,  or 
whether  again  you  apply  the  whole  correction  upon  fuel  used 
as  weighed  on  the  plant  scales,  has  no  effect  whatever  upon 
the  results  you  will  obtain. 

I  believe  that  the  accepted  method  and  the  best  method  is 
to  enter  fuel  received  at  the  invoice  weight  and  apply  the 
correction  to  the  weighed  amounts  to  be  reported  on  the 
monthly  manufacturing  shdet  from  which  the  expense  items 
are  computed. 

This  adjusting  factor  has  no  bearing  whatever  on  the 
moisture  correction  made  on  generator  fuel  in  water  gas  sets 
which  is  applied  solely  to  allow  a  comparison  of  operating 
efficiencies  and  has  no  connection  with  the  financial  report. 

The  next  item  to  consider  is  the  means  for  determining  the 
amount  of  fuel  used  in  the  various  generators,  benches,  and 
boilers.  Some  scheme  of  weighing  each  charge  should  be  pro- 
vided and  estimates  should  not  be  tolerated.  Whether  plat- 
form scales,  weightometer,  hopper  scales,  or  any  of  many 
means  are  used,  they  should  be  frequently  calibrated  because 
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errors  are  cumulative.  It  is  excellent  practice  to  have  the 
local  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  make  periodic  tests  and 
adjustments.  Tare  weights  also  should  be  frequently  scrutin- 
ized, and  if  several  larries  or  barrows  are  used,  they  should 
be  brought  to  a  uniform  weight  by  attaching  lead  slugs  to  the 
lighter  ones. 

The  preceding  discussion  has  dealt  only  with  purchased 
fuel  and  applies  equally  to  rail  or  barge  shipments.  Coke, 
however,  which  is  made  in  the  coal  gas  benches  cannot  con- 
veniently be  weighed  while  hot,  and  after  quenching,  the 
water  content  is  so  great  that  weighing  would  be  futile.  The 
frequent  practice  is  to  assume  coke  made  to  be  a  certain  per- 
centage of  gas  coal  carbonized  and  deduct  a  percentage  figure 
for  that  used  in  the  producers,  and  also  an  allowance  for 
incident  breeze.  These  percentages  should  be  determined 
periodically  by  storing  a  given  production  separately  and 
weighing  after  the  quenching  water  has  had  an  opportunity 
to  evaporate.  According  to  information  which  I  have  from 
66  to  72  per  cent  of  coal  carbonized  should  be  returned  as 
coke  and  of  this  amount  about  20  per  cent  is  used  in  the  pro- 
ducers, and  from  10  to  20  per  cent  becomes  breeze. 

The  final  item  to  complete  our  data  inventory  purposes  is 
the  unit  weights  to  be  applied  to  the  cubical  contents  of  a 
coal  pile  in  order  to  estimate  its  weight. 

Several  methods  present  themselves: — One  may  measure 
up  a  stock  pile  that  contains  a  known  weight  of  coal  and  thus 
determine  his  unit  under  actual  conditions.  Other  methods 
are  to  weigh  up  railroad  cars,  trucks  or  carts  filled  and  leveled 
off  and  compute  their  volumes.  As  a  last  resort  a  box  of  siz- 
able dimensions  (never  less  than  10  or  15  cubic  feet)  leveled 
off  and  weighed  will  furnish  a  fairly  satisfactory  figure.  A 
great  deal  depends  upon  the  care  with  which  this  unit  is 
determined,  although  if  frequently  checked  the  average  error 
which  accrues  can  never  be  large. 

To  give  a  schedule  of  unit  weights  would  serve  no  useful 
purpose.  There  are  so  many  kinds  and  conditions  of  bitumi- 
nous coal  and  coke  that  each  must  be  determined  separately 
and  checked  frequently.  Kent  gives  average  figures  for 
standard  coals  and  I  feaf  that  too  many  of  those  now  being 
used  were  cribbed  from  him  or  some  other  source.  Factors 
furnished  by  the  Peoples  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Company,  of 
Chicago,  seem  fairly  representative  and  carefully  worked  out, 
and  I  include  them  merely  for  their  interest: 
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Retort  Coke 7^75  cu.  ft.  per  ton 

Works  Size 65-70  cu.  ft.  per  ton 

Medium  Coke 65  cu.  ft.  per  ton 

Furnace  Coke 65  cu.  ft.  per  ton 

Stove  Coke 60-65  cu.  ft.  per  ton 

Coke  Breeze 65  cu.  ft.  per  ton 

Bituminous  Coal 

Lump 35-40  cu-  ft:,  per  ton 

Screenings 32-36  cu.  ft.  per  ton 

If  the  application  of  a  correction  factor  either  to  invoice 
weights  or  to  fuel  as  weighed  at  the  boilers  or  generators  will 
furnish  an  answer  to  this  problem  of  fuel  shortages,  our  prop- 
osition resolves  itself  into  the  proper  determination  of  this 
factor.  It  is  a  variable  quantity,  of  course,  and  never  can  be 
exact.  It  can  be  made  to  approximate  conditions,  however, 
if  frequent  and  regular  measured  inventories  are  made. 
Neither  can  these  measured  inventories  ever  be  exact,  so 
that  we  are  dealing  constantly  with  figures  over  which  we 
cannot  swear  our  lives.  Do  you  remember  Homer's  method 
for  factoring  an  algebraic  expression?  (I  didn't  either  until  I 
looked  it  up.)  By  Homer's  method  we  substitute  for  the  un- 
known some  factor  and  if  the  expression  does  not  vanish  we 
continue  to  substitute  different  values  until  at  last  we  find 
one  that  does  cause  the  expression  to  vanish  or  at  least  come 
within  the  desired  range  of  accuracy.  The  essence  of  his 
method  is  the  constant  and  intelligent  application  of  some 
value  for  the  unknown  and  whether  the  problem  be  of  the 
second  or  fifth  degree,  the  method  is  the  same,  except  that 
the  process  may  be  somewhat  more  tedious. 

Our  problem  is  the  determination  of  an  unknown  correc- 
tion factor  which,  when  applied  to  the  weights  of  coal  put 
into  our  boilers  and  generators,  will  cause  surpluses  and 
shortages  to  vanish.  But  instead  of  a  hit  and  miss  factor  we 
may  constantly  assure  ourselves  approximately  of  its  results 
by  a  measured  inventory.  Just  as  the  essence  of  Homer's 
method  is  to  try  then  try  again,  so  the  essence  of  this  inven- 
tory problem  is  to  inventory,  then  inventory  again,  regularly, 
frequently  and  with  the  happy  knowledge  that  it  can  be  done. 
The  determination  of  a  pile  of  coal  is  simple  mensuration, 
but  as  the  pile  increases  the  methods  used  and  the  prepara- 
tion should  be  made  more  elaborate. 
Every  company  should  have  accurate  data  on  all  bunkers 
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or  spare  land  where  the  storage  of  fuel  is  possible.  Bins  may 
be  graduated  much  the  same  as  an  oil  tank  and  the  measure- 
ment made  as  simple  a  matter  as  casual  observation.  The 
contour  of  the  floor  of  bunkers  and  outside  storage  should 
especially  be  recorded  for  once  covered  up  they  will  be  hidden 
until  the  need  of  an  inventory  has  passed.  Of  course,  where 
there  are  obstructions  such  as  trestle  work,  etc.,  they  should 
be  recorded.  A  little  care  in  piling  regular  shapes  assists 
greatly  when  inventory  time  comes  around. 

One  very  likely  mistake  in  this  connection  is  the  tendency 
of  most  engineers  to  be  far  too  meticulous  over  minor  details. 
One  never  approximates  within  three  per  cent  and  his  answer 
cannot  be  in  fractions  of  a  pound.  The  secret  of  successful 
inventory  does  not  lie  so  much  in  the  scientific  accuracy  of 
its  measurement  as  it  does  in  its  frequency.  Any  one  can 
shoot  a  deer  if  he  fires  enough  shot  in  that  general  direction 
(providing  the  deer  is  tied  to  a  post — and  believe  me  this 
matter  of  fuel  shortage  is  tied  right  to  your  front  door.)  All 
the  while  he  shoots  he  is  constantly  developing  into  a  better 
shot. 

A  small  storage  pile  (say  up  to  i,ooo  tons)  can  be  measured 
with  a  steel  tape.  Whether  piled  regularly  or  not,  it  should  be 
divided  into  small  sections  of  fairly  regular  shape  and  each 
section  measured  separately.  These  sections  should  not 
necessarily  be  slices  made  perpendicular  to  the  main  axis — 
but  rather  should  be  made  by  taking  oflF  a  triangular  prism 
here,  a  trapezoidal  shape  there,  a  rectangular  shape  there — 
until  section  by  section  the  pile  is  gone  through.  By  this 
method  cumulative  errors  are  minimized  (unless  it  be  that 
the  tape  is  not  correct)  and  the  usual  mistakes  tend  to  aver- 
age up. 

Bunker  and  bin  coal  should  also  be  measured  in  this  man- 
ner, except  that  after  taking  off  the  irregular  shapes  around 
the  main  bin,  a  large  section  may  usually  be  measured  as  a 
regular  geometric  solid. 

Larger  storage  piles  require  methods  commensurate  with 
their  size  and  condition.  Usually  a  level  can  be  used  to  good 
advantage  and  often  a  transit  is  necessary. 

One  method  takes  off  cross  sections  every  ten  feet  perpen- 
dicular to  the  principal  axis  and  computes  the  volume  by 
applying  some  appropriate  geometric  rule. 

Another  method  is  to  get  the  areas  in  plan  by  survey  and 
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plotting  at  several  different  levels,  or  contour  lines,  and  deter- 
mine these  areas  with  a  planimeter,  or  by  some  other  means, 
summarizing  to  find  the  volume.  Any  engineer  can  be  trusted 
to  select  a  method. 

As  I  have  pointed  out  before,  any  method  short  of  pacing 
off  distances,  and  gauging  heights  by  the  vest  buttons,  will 
serve  some  useful  purpose  provided  it  is  applied  regularly  and 
frequently. 

The  weight  of  the  fuel  in  question  is  the  product  of  the 
volume  as  measured  above  and  the  unit  weight  determined 
upon. 

Correction  factors  to  be  applied  to  fuel  used  should  not  be 
changed  to  conform  to  each  separate  inventory,  but  should 
follow  tendencies  over  reasonable  periods.  If  it  is  found  that 
during  a  year  with  a  correction  factor  of  two  per  cent  on  coke 
there  is  a  one  per  cent  shortage,  the  factor  may  well  be  in- 
creased to  three  per  cent.  If  after  two  inventories  serious  short- 
ages or  overages  are  shown,  the  factor  should  be  increased  or 
decreased  accordingly. 

Inventory  adjustment  reserve  accounts,  however,  should 
reflect  the  results  of  each  inventory.  It  may  be  way  up  one 
month  and  way  down  the  next,  but  the  average  will  tie  pretty 
close  to  actual  facts,  and  never  can  there  be  that  hopeless 
sensation  which  comes  with  a  realization  that  a  handsome 
fuel  reserve  is  nothing  more  than  an  empty  lot. 

In  the  final  analysis  the  only  true  inventory  is  the  com- 
plete using  up  of  the  stock.  At  least  once  each  year  all  stocks 
should  be  turned  over,  so  to  speak,  thus  supplying  a  supple- 
mentary check  on  our  correction  factor  and  inventory 
methods.  It  is  not  usually  diflicult  to  turn  over  bunker  fuel, 
but  once  coal  or  coke  is  placed  in  safe  (and  often  some- 
what remote)  storage,  there  is  a  disposition  to  let  it  lie  until 
an  emergency  arises.  This  is  not  best  practice  and  it  is  well 
worth  the  extra  expense  necessary  to  completely  consume 
each  shipment  yearly.  If  three  months*  storage  is  carried, 
make  it  in  three  piles,  and  use  one  of  these  piles  each  fourth 
month.  Or  else,  perhaps,  it  is  feasible  to  reduce  the  reserve 
supply  during  one  season  of  the  year.  In  that  case  fire  the 
plant  during  the  spring  on  storage  fuel  and  spend  the  summer 
building  up  a  reserve. 

This  extra  hauling  means  expense,  of  course,  and  no  con- 
scientious operator  can  tolerate  waste,  yet  is  it  not  true  that 
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your  directors — your  stockholders — your  commission  and 
your  customers,  too,  will  scarcely  question  a  slight  increase 
in  fuel  cost,  but  should  you  ask  for  several  thousands  of 
dollars  from  reserves  and  surplus  to  make  up  a  fuel  shortage, 
you  bring  down  multiplied  troubles  on  your  head. 

In  conclusion  may  I  make  more  emphatic,  if  possible,  the 
absolute  necessity  of  regularity  in  this  matter  of  measuring 
fuel  stocks.  Granted  that  your  measurements  are  not  accu- 
rate, that  your  correction  factor  is  only  a  wild  guess  and  again 
that  your  unit  weight  is  in  error — the  volume  of  the  pile  is 
constantly  diminishing,  and  when  it  becomes  very  small,  the 
actual  tonnage  error  is  likewise  very  small  and  slides  by 
practically  unnoticed. 

The  matter  of  oil  inventories  may  be  disposed  of  in  a  few 
words,  and  this  because  oil  will  insist  on  piling  itself  properly. 
If  we  were  able  to  store  dry  fuel  in  as  regular  shapes  as  we 
do  oil,  I  should  never  have  had  to  prepare  this  paper. 

There  is  one  secret  about  making  oil  inventories — make 
them  every  day.  Each  morning  when  the  plant  clerk  makes 
the  rounds  of  the  charts  and  meters  he  should  drop  a  tape  into 
the  oil  tank  and  determine  his  daily  consumption  from  this 
actual  inventory  rather  than  from  the  oil  meters.  We  use 
our  oil  meters  only  to  indicate  the  amount  of  oil  introduced 
each  run,  but  do  not  consider  them  in  our  operating  tabula- 
tions. 

The  measurement  ofoil  in  a  tank  is  so  simple  a  matter  that 
it  needs  no  presentation.  There  is  one  refinement,  however, 
that  may  at  times  be  necessary  and  that  is  the  correction  for 
temperature  changes.  All  of  us  who  measure  oil  daily,  I  am 
sure,  have  had  to  account  for  some  astounding  results  by  a 
very  sharp  change  in  temperature  between  readings.  We,  in 
Haverhill,  do  not  make  temperature  correction  and  for 
general  practice  I  do  not  think  them  necessary,  unless  the 
storage  tank  is  a  particularly  narrow  one  so  that  slight 
changes  are  magnified  unduly.  The  co-eflicient  of  expansion 
of  any  given  oil  should  be  obtained  from  the  refiner  when 
some  special  condition  makes  correction  advisable. 

As  it  comes  time  to  close,  Fm  wondering  if  this  matter  of 
periodic  inventories  is  not  akin  to  that  much  cussed,  dis- 
cussed, and  recussed  subject  "Public  Relations."  Is  it  possi- 
ble that  we  must  be  able  to  prove  every  single  act  with  a 
micrometer  before  we  accept  it  as  a  serious  problem  ? 
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Just  as  most  of  us  are  loath  to  readjust  our  business 
policies,  because  the  reaction  on  hoi  polloi  cannot  be  meas- 
ured in  savings  during  the  first  and  second  years — so 
are  we  apt  to  consider  lightly  this  matter  of  regular  inven- 
tories, because  when  made  they  can  be  picked  to  pieces  even 
with  so  delicate  a  tool  as  a  crow  bar.  If  the  answer  to  this 
sort  of  a  problem  cannot  be  found  on  a  comptometer  and 
checked  with  a  slide  rule,  should  we  not  compromise  with 
accuracy  and  throw  the  unexplained  deficit  into  some  ac- 
count which  we  might  call  "expediency?" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Conditions  In  Stone  &  Webster  Territory 

Tfie  managers  of  the  companies  operated  by  Stone  (S  Weister,  Inc.y 
write  to  the  Management  Division  of  Stone  (S  Webster  about  the  first  of 
each  month  with  reference  to  conditions  in  their  respective  localities 
during  the  preceding  month.  A  digest  of  these  letters  is  published  each 
month  in  the  Stone  &  Webster  Journal. 

General  Notes 

Mr.  Russell  Robb  is  away  from  the  office  on  his  vacation. 

The  Tnickee  River  General  Electric  G>mpany  has  acquired  and  will  operate  the 
properties  formerly  operated  by  Hunter  Creek  Water  G>mpany  and  Reno  Power, 
Light  and  Water  G>mpany  in  addition  to  those  heretofore  operated  by  the  Tnickee 
River  General  Electric  Company. 

Mr.  Howard  L.  Rogers  and  family  sailed  from  Montreal,  May  30,  on  the 
C.  P.  R.  steamship  Empress  of  Scotiandy  for  Europe. 

Mr.  F.  S.  Pratt  and  family  sailed  frOm  Boston,  June  24,  on  the  White  Star  Line 
steamship  Pittsburgh  for  a  European  trip. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Hunt  celebrated  the  25th  anniversary  of  their  marriage  on 
June  8,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  S.  Pratt  commemorated  a  similar  event  on  June  10. 

Mr.  Henry  R.  Hayes,  of  the  New  York  office,  was  in  Boston,  July  6. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Alexander,  manager  of  the  Keokuk  Electric  Company  was  in  Boston 
during  the  latter  part  of  June  and  the  first  part  of  July. 

Mr.  L.  H.  G.  Bouscaren,  of  the  Chicago  office,  was  in  Boston  office  during  July. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Archarv  has  joined  the  Purchasing  Department  and  has  been  appointed 
electric  inspector  with  headquarters  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Messrs.  R.  E.  Aroersinoer,  M.  J.  Lowbnbero,  W.  R.  McCann  and  H.  B. 
Wood,  of  the  Engineering  Department,  attended  the  N.  E.  L.  A.  Convention  held 
in  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  during  June. 

Mr.  S.  B.  Philups,  formerly  with  the  Construction  Department  has  become  a 
member  of  the  Structural  Division  of  the  Engineering  Department. 

Thirty-seven  different  educational  institutions  are  represented  by  graduates 
employed  in  the  Engineering  Department.  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
leads  with  ten  representatives,  with  Cornell  University  second,  having  five. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Finn,  of  the  Statistics  Department,  will  be  away  during  the  summer 
on  extended  leave  of  absence. 

Messrs.  Lionel  J.  Bourke  and  Rudolph  A.  Weisbrich,  Texas  A.  &.  M.  Col- 
lege, 1922;  Alan  W.  Hastings,  M.  L  T.,  1922;  and  E.  Carey  Kennedy,  Tufts 
College,  1921,  Boston  University,  1922,  have  joined  the  Statistics  Department. 

Mr.  Norman  A.  Louoee,  M.  L  T.,  B.  S.,  191  i,  M.  S.,  19 12,  joined  the  Engineer- 
ing Department  as  engineer  in  the  Electric  Division,  on  July  i.  Mr.  Louoee  has 
been  intimately  associated  with  Dr.  Steinmetz  and  has  been  particularly  interested 
in  all  phases  of  lightning  arrestor  development. 

Mr.  Reginald  G.  Burr,  of  the  Statistics  Department,  has  recently  suffered 
bereavement  by  the  death  of  his  father.  Mr.  Burr  will  shortly  go  to  Ponce,  P.  R., 
as  student  engineer  of  the  Ponce  Electric  Company. 

Mr.  Frank  L.  Ahearn,  of  the  Statistics  Department,  is  receiving  congratula- 
tions on  the  birth  of  a  son. 
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Boston  office  members  who  had  an  opportunity  to  compete  for  the  prize  offered 
by  Mr.  G.  W.  Lee  for  a  translation  of  an  Esperanto  sentence,  will  be  interested  to 
karn  that  the  prize  was  awarded  to  a  non-member  of  the  organization,  Mrs.  £.  A. 
Codman,  of  Ponkapoag,  Mass. 

The  Boston  members  of  the  BULLkoney  CLUB  have  recessed  from  May  i8 
to  September  30,  192a. 

On  July  10,  Mr.  Eliot  Wadsworth,  assistant  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  a 
former  member  of  the  firm  of  Stone  &  Webster,  was  married  to  Mrs.  Nancy 
Scull,  widow  of  Maj.  Guy  H.  SculL 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  June  24 

The  Standard  Oil  G>mpany  is  at  work  on  additional  pipe  lines  which  will  mate- 
rially increase  the  capacity  of  the  local  refinery.  So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
determine  the  refinery  is  running  at  its  present  full  capac  ity . 

Wholesalers  and  retailers  in  all  lines  report  excellent  business  for  this  time  of 
year,  and  are  looking  forward  to  a  normal  fall  business. 

The  month  of  June  promises  to  be  the  best  month  we  have  had  this  year.  Power 
station  output  is  running  about  10  per  cent  over  the  estimate,  and  20  per  cent  over 
last  year,  and  railway  earnings  are  appreciably  over  the  estimate,  and  slightly  in 
excess  of  last  year.  Gas  send-out  is  under  the  estimate,  but  because  of  improved 
operating  conditions  the  balance  for  the  month  should  equal  the  estimate. 

Apparently  Baton  Rouge  is  well  over  the  depression  of  the  past  few  months,  and 
with  all  danger  from  high  water  having  passed,  and  with  prospects  of  good  crops  in 
sight,  the  outlook  for  the  future  is  very  favorable. 

A  good  deal  of  building  is  going  on,  both  commercial  and  residential.  A  four  story 
addition  to  the  Raymond  Building  has  just  been  completed,  and  two  other  buildings 
are  in  process  of  construction  on  Third  Street.  The  Singletary  Building  is  being 
thoroughly  remodeled,  and  should  make  another  fairly  modern  office  building.  Four 
new  schools  are  being  built  in  various  parts  of  the  city.  A  great  many  houses  are 
going  up  of  a  rather  better  class  than  has  prevailed  locally  heretofore;  most  of  these 
houses  are  in  the  suburbs,  but  within  reach  of  existing  light  and  power  lines. 

There  is  little  change  as  to  labor  and  employment  conditions.  Although  there  is  no 
serious  unemployment  situation,  plenty  of  negro  labor  can  be  had  at  from  25  to  30 
cents  an  hour. 

Maures  H.  Faures,  assistant  superintendent  of  distribution,  has  returned  from 
GiUege  Station,  Tex.,  where  he  attended  a  short  course  for  electric  metermen  which 
was  given  by  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  G>llege  of  Texas  in  co-operation 
with  the  Southwestern  Electrical  and  Gas  Association.  While  on  his  trip,  Mr. 
Faures  visited  the  Stone  &  Webster  G>mpanies  in  Galveston,  Houston,  Beaumont 
and  Port  Arthur. 

On  June  19,  a  dinner  was  given  in  the  private  dining  room  of  the  Hotel  Louisiana 
for  all  employees  of  the  gas  department.  This  was  the  first  get-together  of  the  em- 
ployees of  the  gas  department  since  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Pkerson  from  Columbus  to 
become  gas  superintendent.  J.  J.  Dowuno,  gas  engineer,  gave  a  very  interesting 
talk  in  connection  with  the  meter  situation  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Miss  Edwina  Ratellb  has  been  empbyed  as  clerk  for  the  gas  department. 

E.  M.  Morrow  has  been  employed  as  salesman  in  the  commercial  department. 

J.  C.  Lamb,  sales  manager,  left  Baton  Rouge  on  June  16,  to  spend  his  vacation 
in  Tampa. 
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A.  B.  Crudoe,  prepay  ledger  clerk,  has  returned  from  his  vacation,  spent  in 
Houston  and  G>rpus  Christi. 
John  Gamans,  paymaster,  left  during  the  month  to  spend  his  vacation  in  Boston. 

Beaumont,  Tex.,  June  28 

Local  industries  report  fair  business,  with  a  slight  tendency  for  improvement. 
Shipping,  however,  has  shown  some  slacking  off,  as  there  b  said  to  be  but  reladvely 
little  new  business  outside  of  that  handled  through  the  refineries  with  their  own 
shipping  lines.  There  is  considerable  construction  going  ahead  at  the  Gulf  Refineiy 
and  the  Texas  Refinery  has  added  considerable  equipment  in  the  last  year,  both  of 
which  indicate  that  they  are  anticiparing  increased  demand. 

The  actual  change  in  wholesale  and  retail  business  during  the  month  has  not  been 
great  as  compared  to  the  previous  month,  but  conditions  as  a  whole  are  felt  to  be 
moving  ahead  conservarively.  The  lumber  market  throughout  this  district  is  show- 
ing a  slow  improvement,  and  according  to  Dunn's  report,  b  facing  a  steady  im- 
provement. In  connecdon  with  rice,  which  b  the  main  agricultural  product  of  the 
county,  thb  year  shows  an  increased  acreage,  as  compared  to  last  year,  of  about 
6,000  acres. 

The  company's  present  condition  we  feel  to  be  very  good,  and  the  oudook  b  opti- 
mbtic.  We  have  been  showing  a  net  increaseof  well  over  130  customers  a  month, 
which  will  be  reflected  in  future  earnings,  and  are  also  showing  an  improvement  in 
our  power  sales.  Railway  earnings  have  steadily  shown  a  slight  improvement  each 
month  since  January. 

There  b  still  a  very  nodceable  acdvity  in  the  construcdon  of  new  homes,  which 
shows  no  indinadon  to  decrease  substandally  from  the  pace  it  has  been  going  for 
the  last  ten  or  twelve  months.  In  spite  of  the  increase  in  new  homes,  rents  have  not 
decreased  to  any  extent. 

Employment  condidons  for  the  most  part  are  good.  While  there  b  some  unem- 
ployment, it  is  not  serious  from  a  civic  standpoint,  and  most  of  the  men  not  em- 
ployed seem  able  to  locate  jobs  within  a  reasonable  time. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Townsend,  manager,  left  on  the  7th  to  attend  the  Texas  managers' 
meeting  held  in  Fort  Worth  on  June  7  and  8,  returning  on  the  loth. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Taylor,  chief  engineer,  left  June  3  for  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  for  a 
course  of  treatment  at  that  resort. 

Mr.  B.  E.  VanVuet  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Francis  left  Beaumont  on  June  15  after 
making  the  annual  audit  of  the  company's  records. 

Mr.  p.  E.  McChbsney,  superintendent  of  sales,  represented  the  company  on  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  trade  trip  through  East  Texas  and  Louisiana. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Townsend,  manager,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Robertson,  railway  superin- 
tendent, spent  the  19th  and  20th  in  Houston  on  business. 

Mr.  George  B.  Morgan,  of  the  Beaumont  commercial  department,  left  for 
Austin  on  June  26  to  uke  the  foreman's  training  course,  which  b  being  handled  at 
the  State  University  by  the  Federal  Vocadonal  Board.  Representadves  from 
various  of  our  Texas  companies  are  also  attending. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Ingram  am,  foreman,  Beaumont  meter  department,  and  Mr.  G.  A. 
Jernigan,  line  foreman,  and  Jake  Haoler,  meterman  of  the  Port  Arthur  division, 
took  a  short  course  for  electric  metermen  at  A.  &.  M.  College,  June  12  to  16,  in- 
clusive . 
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Belunoham  y  Wash.,  June  23 

G)ntinuoii8  operation  of  the  lumber  mills  encourages  (^timism  among  the  mer- 
chants, who  report  an  increased  business  over  the  previous  year. 

The  normal  school  summer  enrolment  is  the  largest  for  many  years,  there  being 
],ioo  students  enrolled  at  the  present  time. 

The  Eagle's  State  G>nvention  held  in  the  city  on  the  19th,  20th  and  21  st,  was 
very  largely  attended.  This  was  also  true  of  the  State  Fuel  Merchants  Association 
Fourth  Annual  Convention. 

The  Carnation  Milk  Products  Company  of  Femdale,  has  added  a  powdered  milk 
plant  with  a  capacity  of  50,000  pounds  of  whole  milk  in  a  ten  hour  day. 

The  lumber  mills  are  all  in  operation,  the  waterfront  and  Larson  mills  employing 
two  shifts.  The  eastern  market  has  improved  considerably  and  there  are  sufficient 
orders  ahead  to  keep  the  mills  operating  until  August  i.  The  Clear  Lake  Lumber 
Company  is  also  doing  a  large  business  and  is  handicapped  only  by  their  inability  to 
obtain  logs,  there  being  a  scarcity  of  men  in  the  camps. 

The  Olympic  Portland  Cement  Company  is  working  to  capacity  and  employing 
150  men.  Superior  Portland  Cement  Company  has  also  large  future  orders  ahead 
and  has  recently  increased  the  capacity  of  their  plant  by  an  expenditure  of  1300,000 
and  is  now  capable  of  producing  5,000  barrels  per  day. 

Pacific  American  Fisheries  will  operate  six  canneries  in  the  north  this  year,  the 
crews  and  supplies  for  these  canneries  being  carried  in  three  steamships  of  their 
fleet  which  are  making  continuous  trips  between  Bellingham  and  Alaska. 

Butter  production  of  the  Whatcom  County  Dairymen's  Association,  at  Lynden, 
broke  all  records  for  the  month  of  May,  their  output  being  302,714  pounds. 

Street  railway  earnings  are  improving  and  will  show  an  increase  of  8  or  9  per  cent 
over  the  previous  year.  Interurban  earnings  are  showing  a  very  substantial  improve- 
ment, the  through  service  between  Bellingham  and  Seattle  by  way  of  the  bus  line 
becoming  very  popular,  and  the  proposed  hourly  service  beginning  the  first  of  July 
will  have  a  tendency  to  increase  these  earnings.  Freight  earnings  should  continue  to 
improve.  A  recent  cut  in  rates  for  L.  C.  L.  merchandise  will  turn  over  a  large  share 
of  the  business  that  the  motor  trucks  are  now  getting,  and  the  outlook  is  also  good 
for  increased  shipments  of  lumber. 

Lighting  earnings  will  show  increases  in  both  companies  and  power  earnings  will 
also  reflect  the  general  prosperity. 

Three  divisions  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  will  visit  Bellingham  in  July  and  August,  each 
division  remaining  here  nine  days. 

Building  permits  are  increasing  and  there  is  a  scarcity  of  skilled  labor.  Several 
business  blocks  are  now  in  construction  and  many  small  homes  have  been  built. 

The  strike  of  the  union  miners  still  continues  at  the  Bellingham  Coal  Mines  but  it 
is  having  no  effect  upon  their  production.  They  are  employing  160  men  and  their 
output  per  man  is  considerably  in  excess  of  the  amount  prior  to  the  strike.  A  similar 
condition  exists  in  Anacortes  where  the  Longshoremen  are  on  strike  and  there  has 
been  some  violence.  The  mill  operators,  however,  have  declared  an  open  shop  and 
conditions  are  showing  considerable  improvement. 

Wages  of  mill  operators  both  in  Bellingham  as  well  as  in  Skagit  County  were  in- 
creased 40  cents  per  day  on  June  i,  making  the  basic  rate  I3.40  for  eight  hours. 

H.  B.  Sbwall,  manager,  spent  May  31  in  the  general  office  at  Seattle. 

W.  H.  SoMERS,  traffic  manager  of  the  Seattle  office,  was  in  Bellingham,  June  i. 

Madtager  and  Mas.  H.  B.  Sbwall,  spent  the  week  beginning  June  4,  at 
Victoria,  B.  C,  attending  the  Pacific  Northwest  Golf  Association. 
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W.  RiNOROSE,  fonner  chief  clerk,  now  with  the  Tacoma  Division,  was  in  Belling, 
ham,  June  8.  Mr.  Rinorosb  was  chief  clerk  at  Seattle  several  months  after  he  left 
Bellingham. 

O.  W.  Bennett,  chief  accountant,  from  Comptroller  Browne ll's  office  at 
Seattle,  was  in  Bellingham,  June  7  and  8. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  8,  a  baseball  game  was  played  by  the  employees  of  the 
Bellingham  Division,  the  married  men  vs.  the  single.  The  game,  resulting  in  a  vic- 
tory for  the  single  men,  was  full  of  thrills  and  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  fans. 

R.  U.  MurrLEY,  superintendent  of  light  and  power,  and  E.  L.  Noyss,  pur- 
chasing agent,  attended  the  Standardization  of  G>nstruction  Material  Conference 
on  the  14th  and  15th.  All  of  the  Puget  Sound  companies  were  represented. 

June  15th,  the  Bellingham  Division  was  defeated  by  the  Northern  Division  of 
the  Pacific  Northwest  Traction  Company  in  a  one-sided  baseball  game.  After  the 
game,  a  picnic  dinner  was  held  at  Whatcom  Falls  Park  and  enjoyed  by  approxi- 
mately 300  employees  and  their  families.  After  the  dinner  there  was  dancing  and 
a  radio  concert  until  time  for  the  out-of-town  people  to  leave.  The  Skagit  County 
employees  were  the  guests  on  this  occasion. 

H.  P.  Geisler,  Jr.,  superintendent  of  gas  manufacture,  gave  a  very  interesting 
talk  before  the  American  Association  of  Engineers  on  "Gas,  Its  Manufacture  and 
Uses."  He  also  spoke  before  the  State  Fuel  Merchants*  Convention  on  'The  Coal 
Business  From  a  Consumer's  Standpoint." 

R.  W.  LiNDLEY,  assistant  sales  manager,  went  to  Seattle  on  June  16  to  confer 
with  H.  J.  GiLLis,  sales  manager,  about  a  new  advertising  program. 

C.  H.  George,  assbtant  superintendent  of  light  and  power,  is  still  in  the  East  on 
his  vacation.  Mr.  George  is  spending  most  of  his  time  visidng  relatives  in  Maine. 

On  June  17,  E.  P.  Lee,  superintendent  of  the  bus  division  of  the  Pacific  North- 
west Traction  Company,  W.  H.  Somers,  traffic  manager,  and  H.  W.  Grant,  super- 
intendent of  the  railway  department  of  the  Everett  Division,  were  in  Bellingham  to 
confer  with  H.  B.  Sewall,  manager,  and  John  Hickor,  railway  superintendent, 
in  regard  to  hourly  service  on  the  interurban. 

H.  B.  Sewall,  manager,  was  in  Vancouver,  B.  C,  on  the  20th,  closing  up  the  final 
details  of  the  new  power  contract  with  the  Western  Power  Company  of  Canada. 

F.  W.  Brownell,  comptroller,  of  Seattle,  spent  the  23rd  in  Bellingham. 

H.  B.  Sewall,  manager,  went  to  Seattle  on  June  23  to  confer  with  W.  H.  Mc- 
Grath,  vice-president,  in  regard  to  some  deferred  street  improvements  which  are 
being  brought  up  by  the  city  at  the  present  time. 

Brockton;  Mass.,  June  i\ 

Business  in  local  industries  remains  quiet,  although  some  improvement  is  shown 
and  a  decided  improvement  is  anticipated  in  the  falL  Factories  making  high  grade 
shoes  are  enjoying  very  good  trade. 

The  local  wholesale  and  retail  trade  is  satisfactory,  conudering  general  business 
conditions. 

Conditions  in  the  shoe  industry  are  naturally  reflected  in  the  company's  business, 
and  while  our  peak  load  b  still  holding  up,  our  kilowatt  output  is  falling  off  owing  to 
the  seasonable  reduction  in  the  demand  for  lighting.  New  business,  however,  con- 
tinues to  come  in  at  a  very  satisfactory  rate,  270  applications  for  service  having  been 
received  during  the  first  20  days  of  this  month.  With  the  start  of  the  new  fall  run  in 
the  shoe  factories,  which  usually  comes  in  August,  we  expect  an  increased  demand 
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for  power,  which,  together  with  the  additional  business  taken  on  since  the  first  of 
the  year,  should  give  us  very  satisfactory  business  for  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

Building  activities  show  great  improvement — permits  for  the  first  five  months  of 
the  year  aggregating  almost  $600,000.  The  improvement  contemplated  through  the 
extension  of  Centre  Street  and  City  Hall  Avenue  should  materially  stimulate  build- 
ing activities  in  the  business  section.  This  project  reaches  its  final  passage  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  and  work  is  to  be  started  immediately  after 
final  action  is  taken. 

The  labor  situation  is  as  good  as  could  be  expected.  Wages  in  practically  all  crafts 
have  been  adjusted  for  the  coming  year,  and  no  controversies  on  wages  or  conditions 
are  in  sight. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  R.  Fleming  announce  the  birth  of  a  son,  Robert  Dexter, 
on  June  I2. 

Miss  Edith  G.  Maybury,  pay  roll  clerk,  was  married  on  June  21,  to  Howard  L. 
Drake,  and  immediately  after  the  ceremony  left  for  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  she 
will  make  her  home,  Mr.  Drake  being  employed  by  the  Sinclair  Refining  Company 
in  that  City.  As  a  parting  gift  from  her  office  associates.  Miss  Maybury  received  an 
electric  urn  set  and  grill. 

On  the  evening  of  June  6,  the  office  force  enjoyed  the  hospitalityof  the  Blackstone 
Valley  Gas  and  Electric  Company  at  their  monthly  social  held  at  Pawtucket.  The 
trip  was  made  by  auto  furnished  by  the  company. 

A  talk  by  Mr.  H.  T.  Edgar,  of  the  Boston  ofiice,  on  topics  of  interest  to  employees 
of  the  companies  was  most  entertaining  and  instructive. 

After  a  short  business  meeting,  a  minstrel  show  was  given,  in  which  the  Brockton 
company  was  not  overlooked  as  targets  for  jokes.  Dancing  and  refreshments 
followed  and  the  Pawtucket  company  were  voted  royal  entertainers. 

Miss  Doris  BEAL,oftheaccounringdepartment,  entertained  the  office  force  ather 
summer  home  on  Big  Sandy  Pond  on  June  17.  The  party  was  given  in  honor  of  the 
approaching  wedding  of  Miss  Edith  G.  Maybury. 

A  most  enjoyable  afternoon  was  spent  in  games,  bathing  and  boating — a  ball 
game  in  which  the  young  ladies  assisted  being  not  the  least  entertaining  part  of  the 
program. 

A  luncheon  was  served  at  six  o'clock  by  the  hostess.  Miss  Beal.  The  decoradons 
were  in  yellow  and  white  with  place  cards  of  a  miniature  bride  and  groom  at  each 
cover.  Following  the  luncheon,  Carl  Hatchheld,  of  the  sales  department,  entertain- 
ed with  solos,  and  later  dancing  was  enjoyed  at  Mayflower  Grove. 

Mr.  Howard  Foss,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  was  a  recent  visitor  at  the  office  and  plant. 

Columbus,  Ga.,  June  24 

The  Golden's  Foundry  and  Machine  Co.  have  gone  back  on  a  six-day  schedule.  A 
five-day  schedule  has  been  in  operation  for  the  past  year  and  a  half.  The  Columbus 
Iron  Works  report  a  small  but  steady  number  of  orders.  This  is  due  to  the  increasing 
activities  of  the  saw  mills  in  cutting  over  second  growth  rimber  for  roofing  purposes. 
Lommns  Cottcm  Gin  Co,  report  several  new  unfilled  orders  and  good  prospects  for 
future  business.  Swift  Spinning  Mills  are  preparing  to  build  a  125,000  addition  to 
their  mill,  providing  more  picker  room  space.  The  Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank 
report  a  very  prosperous  season,  and  recently  declared  a  5  per  cent  dividend,  which 
will  be  paid  July  i.  This  is  the  regular  semi-annual  dividend,  and  it  is  somewhat 
lafger  than  is  being  paid  at  a  number  of  banks  in  Georgia. 

Local  retail  business  is  rather  quiet.  Silver's,  a  five  and  ten  cent  store,  opened  its 
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doors  during  the  month.  This  store  is  one  of  a  duun  which  operates  in  ▼arioos  towns 
of  Georgia. 

A  large  new  drug  store,  a  branch  of  the  G>-operative  Drug  Stores  System,  also 
began  business  this  month. 

The  King  Grocery  Co.,  which  reports  a  capitalization  of  }i 2,500,  will  b^g^  busi- 
ness July  I.  This  is  a  wholesale  grocery  concern. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Fourteenth  Street  Bridge,  through  traffic  into  Phenix 
Gty  and  Girard,  Ala.,  was  started.  The  improved  service,  in  addition  to  the  better 
class  of  cars  now  operating  on  this  Hne,  seems  to  be  having  a  good  effect. 

Beginning  Monday,  the  26th,  a  campaign  to  sell  stock  of  the  Columbus  Electric 
and  Power  Co.  will  be  started.  Ma.  H.  J.  Pbttimoill,  of  the  Boston  office,  has 
charge  of  this,  and  the  members  of  the  local  organization  will  work  under  his  direc- 
tion. 

On  the  whole,  the  outlook  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  appears  very  favorable. 

The  Floumoy  Realty  Co.  report  considerable  success  in  the  sale  of  their  Peacock 
Woods  development.  To  date  the  amount  of  sales  is  very  close  to  170,00a 

An  article  in  the  Columktu  Ledger  the  past  week  estimated  that  the  building  now 
going  on  in  Columbus  will  approximate  t^oopoo. 

The  Bumis  Motor  Co.  b  erecting  a  $3SP^x>  building  on  First  Avenue,  between 
Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  Streets,  which  they  will  occupy  as  an  automobile  salesroom 
and  service  building. 

A  large  store  building,  costing  ^sopoo,  is  to  be  constructed  on  Twelfth  Street. 

The  Banks  building  expects  to  spend  ^35,000  in  improvements  after  which  it  will 
be  turned  over  to  the  doctors  of  Columbus  for  offices. 

A  ^10,000  brick  warehouse  will  be  built  at  the  comer  of  Dillingham  and  Front 
Streets. 

Homes  are  being  built  in  all  sections  of  Columbus.  This  is  a  direct  result  of  present 
lower  building  costs  and  the  high  rents  of  last  fall,  caused  by  the  demand  of  the 
officers  at  Fort  Benning  for  suiuble  living  quarters. 

The  labor  situation  here  is  somewhat  improved  over  the  past  few  months.  Con- 
tinued hot  weather  for  the  past  two  weeks  has  enabled  the  farmers  to  continue 
steady  work  on  their  crops.  There  is  also  considerable  road  work  going  on,  both  in 
the  outlying  districts  of  Columbus  and  on  the  county  roads.  This  is  giving  employ- 
ment to  large  numbers  of  unskilled  laborers. 

The  weather  here  for  the  past  three  weeks  has  been  very  hot  and  sultry.  This  is 
ideal  cotton  weather,  and  the  crop  is  reported  as  being  in  very  fair  condition.  The 
heat  wave  has  given  the  boll  weevil  a  decided  set  back,  in  addition  to  giving  the 
farmer  an  opportunity  to  rid  the  fields  of  grass  and  weeds. 

On  June  6,  the  employees  of  the  Columbus  Electric  &  Power  Company  were 
given  a  barbecue  at  Wildwood  Park.  A  ball  game  during  the  afternoon  and  dancing 
at  night  were  special  features  of  the  entertainment. 

The  first  half  of  the  series  in  the  Industrial  Baseball  League  was  won  by  the 
Meritas  Mills.  The  company  team  came  in  second  place.  We  intend  to  win  the  last 
half  of  the  series,  and  made  a  good  start  by  winning  the  first  game,  played  with 
Bradley  Manufacturing  Company,  to  the  tune  of  18  to  2. 

Mr.  J.  Jacobs,  our  superintendent  of  power,  spent  a  few  days  vacation  at  Savan- 
nah and  Tybee  this  month. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Harding,  manager,  has  drawn  up  plans  for  a  new  home  which  he 
intends  building  on  Hilton  Avenue.  Just  at  present  he  is  very  busy  trying  to  keep 
construction  costs  within  the  bogey. 
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Mft.  W.  E.  Sherrbr,  superintendent  of  North  Highlands  Station  No.  i,  underwent 
an  operation  for  appendicitis  during  the  month,  and  from  last  reports,  is  doing 
nicely. 

Pbtb  Smith,  assistant  storekeeper,  spent  a  few  days  this  month  at  Savannah  and 
Tybee. 

Nfa.  Cakl  Frazbr,  chief  clerk,  has  been  transfierred  to  the  treasurer's  office  in 
Boston.  Before  he  left  he  was  presented  with  a  wardrobe  trunk  by  his  friends  in  the 
company. 

Mr.  F.  U.  Garrard,  company  attorney,  entertained  the  Georgia  Bar  Association 
at  a  barbecue  at  his  homt  "Wildwood"  on  June  24. 

Mr.  Waymb  Patterson,  commercial  manager,  with  hb  wife  is  chaperoning  the 
Girl  Scouts'  Camp  at  Cloudland,  Ga.,  for  a  couple  of  weeks. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Pbttikoill,  of  the  Boston  office,  is  very  busy  here  in  Columbus  getting 
all  the  plans  lined  up  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  stock  of  Columbus  Electric  & 
Power  Company. 

Mrs.  B.  T.  Lonoino  has  returned  from  a  short  vacation  spent  m  Jacksonville. 

El  Paso,  Tex.,  June  26 

With  the  exception  of  the  Southwestern  Portland  Cement  Company  plant,  which 
is  running  full  force,  business  generally  with  the  local  industries  is  quiet. 

Wholesale  and  retail  business  men  report  that  their  business  is  rather  quiet,  that 
few  orders  are  being  received  from  outside  territory  and  that  collections  are  poor. 

The  following  firms  have  opened  branches  in  El  Paso:  International  Harvester  Co., 
Goodrich  Rubber  Co.,  The  Safe  Cabinet  Co.,  of  Marietta,  Ohio. 

The  condition  of  the  company's  business  and  outlook  for  the  future  is  fair. 

Few  real  estate  deals  are  reported,  although  some  building  b  in  progress,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  apartment  houses  and  bungalows.  Four  of  the  seven  public 
schoob  which  are  to  be  built  are  in  course  of  construction. 

Labor  conditions  with  regard  to  common  labor  are  improved,  due  to  the  railroads 
and  mining  interests  shipping  men  out  of  town  through  their  local  agencies. 

Skilled  labor  b  fairly  well  employed  and  unemployment  b  not  exceptional  in  view 
of  local  bunness  conditions. 

Mr.  Luke  C.  Bradley,  dbtrict  manager,  was  a  visitor  here  thb  month. 

Mus  Ruth  Reeves,  of  the  claim  department,  was  nuuried  on  June  12  to  Mr.  T. 
W.  Sullivan,  of  El  Paso.  Mr.  and  Mn.  Sullivan  were  presented  with  a  beauriful 
electric  floor  lamp  by  the  employees  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Alves  Dixon,  superintendent  of  railways,  attended  the  International  Con- 
vention of  Rotary  Clubs  held  in  Los  Angles,  California,  thb  month. 

Mr.  R.  a.  Gill,  assbtant  to  the  railway  superintendent,  accompanied  by  hb 
family,  b  spending  hb  vacation  on  the  Ruidoeo,  a  summer  resort  in  the  Sacramento 
Mountains,  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Johnson,  head  meter  tester,  has  returned  from  a  five  weeks'  course 
in  meter  testing  and  repairing  at  the  f^ants  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manu- 
facturing Company  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  East  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Miss  Lydia  Carson,  of  the  accounting  department,  was  married  on  June  17  to 
Mr.  Frank  Patterson  of  El  Paso.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  were  presented  with  a 
beautiful  chest  of  silver,  a  gift  from  the  employees  of  the  company. 

Miss  K.  Rachal,  of  the  accounting  department,  b  vbiring  her  home  in  Alex- 
andria, La. 
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Miss  Kathleen  O'Connell,  of  the  accounting  department,  has  returned  from 
Los  Angeles,  California,  where  she  spent  a  very  enjoyable  vacation. 

Mr.  R.  O.  Himel,  our  assistant  treasurer,  is  the  proud  father  of  a  daughter  bom 
June  19,  and  named  Mary  Alice.  This  is  the  sixth  child,  the  other  five  being  boys. 

Everett,  Wash.,  June  i6 

The  latest  report  of  the  West  Coast  Lumbermen's  Association  shows  for  the 
reporting  mills  production  8  per  cent  above  normal;  new  business  offsets  produc- 
tion; shipments  were  15  per  cent  above  new  business. 

Mills  have  continued  during  the  entire  month  of  June  working  at  full  capacity, 
and  the  same  number  reported  last  month  are  working  night  shifts.  There  has  been 
a  slight  inprovement  in  price.  The  shingle  mills  are  now  running  and  the  market  has 
improved  sufficiently  so  that  a  number  of  small  and  independent  mills  are  placing 
shingles  on  the  market. 

Retail  merchants  report  business  during  the  month  of  June  as  having  improved 
over  the  month  of  May.  Local  wholesale  hardware  men  are  doing  practically  the 
same  amount  of  business  at  the  present  time  as  during  the  peak  of  the  war  period. 
The  lumber  industry  and  the  logging  camps  are  so  extending  their  facilities  that 
orders  for  pipe  and  steel  have  been  abnormal.  The  wholesale  business  is  being  con- 
ducted on  a  reasonable  margin  of  profit  and  the  owners  predict  a  very  satisfactory 
year. 

The  month  of  June  has  been  devoted  to  setting  poles  and  stringing  wires  on  exten- 
sions east  of  Everett.  Excellent  progress  has  been  made.  It  is  hoped  that  service  will 
be  available  to  some  of  the  consumers  within  a  month.  The  line  will  not  be  com- 
pleted, however,  until  November.  Contracts  have  been  signed  for  an  extension  from 
Everett  to  Mukilteo  to  furnish  750  horse-power  to  the  Crown  Lumber  Company. 

Construction  has  been  started  on  a  new  public  market,  which  is  the  only  large 
business  building  in  the  process  of  construction  at  the  present  time.  However,  the 
building  of  new  residences  is  increasing  daily. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  month  a  slight  shortage  of  labor  was  experienced  by  a 
number  of  the  local  mills,  due  to  the  opening  of  night  shifts,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  do  more  advertising  and  make  a  greater  effort  for  men  to  man  the  mills  than  has 
been  done  for  a  period  of  nearly  two  years.  This  condition,  together  with  the  in- 
crease in  minimum  wage  which  was  granted,  effective  June  i,  should  indicate  pros- 
perity for  Everett  during  the  coming  three  or  four  months  at  least. 

Fort  Madison,  Ia.,  June  29 

With  the  exception  of  the  American  Fork  &  Hoe  Company,  all  local  industries 
are  operating  to  full  capacity. 

The  Junkin  Paper  Company  report  that  their  business  is  approximately  three 
times  as  great  as  at  thb  period  of  last  year.  They  report  that  the  paper  market  is 
better  than  it  has  been  for  some  time. 

The  Hinde  Dauch  Paper  Company  are  operating  their  new  mill  to  full  capacity, 
and  report  very  good  conditions  in  their  industry. 

The  W.  A.  Sheaffer  Pen  Company  are  operating  to  full  capacity,  and  have  filled 
orders  for  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  period  last 
year. 

The  Perfection  Tire  &  Rubber  Company  are  operating  approximately  20  hours 
per  day. 

The  Samuel  Mahon  Company,  wholesale  grocers,  report  that  business  is  better 
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this  year  than  last.  Retail  merchants  report  better  business  during  the  month  of 
May,  but  complain  of  a  falling  off  in  business  during  the  month  of  June. 

During  the  month  of  June  our  gain  in  customers  will  be  approximately  30,  with  a 
total  net  gain  of  188  for  the  first  six  months  of  this  year.  We  show  a  very  substan- 
tial gain  in  all  revenue  accounts  over  last  year,  and  fully  expect  this  increase  to  be 
continued  for  the  balance  of  the  year. 

Real  estate  transfers  have  been  unusually  active  in  the  past  30  da3r8,  and  the  high 
price  level  seems  to  continue  in  spite  of  very  active  building  operations. 

The  First  M.  £.  Church  have  recently  awarded  a  contract  for  the  construction  of 
a  |jo,ooo  church  and  parsonage,  and  it  is  reported  that  building  operations  will 
start  at  once. 

St.  Joseph's  Church  have  also  announced  that  they  will  erect  a  new  school  build- 
ing, which  will  be  a  modem  school  building  in  every  respect. 

The  Board  of  Education  are  completing  plans  and  specifications  for  the  new 
1300,000  high  school  building,  and  it  is  expected  that  contracts  will  be  awarded 
within  the  next  30  days. 

The  S.  &  J.  C.  Atlee  Lumber  Company  reports  greater  activity  in  the  building 
line  than  for  the  past  year.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  approximately  150  homes 
in  the  process  of  erection,  and  for  which  plans  have  already  been  let. 

The  new  concrete  road  through  the  new  Sunnyside  addition  has  recently  been 
opened  and  presented  to  the  city  and  accepted  by  the  city  council  The  Sunnyside 
addition  is  the  latest  residential  sub-division,  and  was  first  opened  up  last  fall. 

On  account  of  the  large  amount  of  building,  together  with  construction  work  of 
all  kinds  there  is  no  idle  labor  in  Fort  Madison.  The  wage  scale  has  been  reduced  in 
practically  all  local  industries,  but  the  reduction  has  not  had  any  marked  effect. 

P.  L  Robinson  attended  a  hearing  before  the  lUinois  Commerce  Commission  on 
June  7,  regarding  rules  for  rural  service.  This  hearing  occupied  two  days,  and  was 
in  the  nature  of  a  conference  between  members  of  the  Commission,  the  Illinois 
State  Electric  Association  and  representatives  of  Farm  Bureau  and  rural  customers. 
A  great  deal  of  evidence  was  presented  and  it  is  hoped  that  some  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  the  rural  service  problem  will  be  the  outcome  of  this  hearing. 

The  Iowa  Section  of  the  National  Electric  Light  Association  held  their  annual 
convention  at  Lake  Okoboji  on  June  20  to  23,  inclusive,  and  P.  I.  Robinson,  of  this 
company,  attended  the  convention. 

On  Tuesday,  June  6,  the  wedding  of  Mr.  John  W.  Kelly,  assistant  treasurer  of 
this  company,  and  Miss  Virginia  Klein,  of  Burlington,  took  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kelly  left  immediately  for  their  honeymoon  trip,  east.  They  will  take  up  their 
residence  in  Keokuk  on  their  return.  Mr.  Kelley  has  been  transferred  to  Keokuk 
as  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Keokuk  Electric  Company. 

Mr.  Wilbur  E.  Davis,  who  has  been  chief  clerk  of  the  Keokuk  Electric  Company, 
succeeds  Mr.  John  W.  Kelly  as  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Fort  Madison  Electric 
Company  and  the  Dallas  City  Light  Company. 

On  Tuesday,  June  6,  Mr.  M.  B.  Lawlor,  father  of  Miss  Ruth  Lawlor,  clerk  in 
this  office,  passed  away,  following  an  illness  of  several  months. 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  June  24 

The  conditions  of  local  industries  of  Fort  Worth  and  vicinity  continues  to  show 
a  gratifying  improvement,  and,  taken  as  a  whole,  we  believe  that  the  local  industries 
show  a  25  per  cent  improvement  over  any  period  during  the  past  two  weeks. 

The  railroads  are  graduaUy  putting  on  larger  forces,  and  have  improvements  of 
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considerable  importance  which  they  contemplate  starting  in  the  near  future.  Some 
of  these  improvements  consbt  of  the  T.  &  P.  Railroad  Company  moving  their 
down  town  yards  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  western  portion  of  the  city,  which  they 
acquired  some  time  ago.  The  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  we  understand, 
has  completed  arrangements  whereby  they  will  obtain  yard  privileges  in  connection 
with  the  present  yards  of  the  Frisco  Railroad  Company.  This  will  necessitate  addi- 
tional shops  for  the  Southern  Pacific  Company,  and  possibly  for  the  Frisco  Line. 

There  are  several  concerns  of  more  or  less  importance  who  are  at  this  time  nego- 
tiating with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  locations  in  Fort  Worth.  One  of  these  is 
a  large  tool  and  well  drilling  concern,  which,  we  understand,  will  be  capitalized 
for  something  over  1500/300. 

The  packing  houses  at  this  time  are  only  operating  at  about  50  per  cent  of  their 
capacity,  and  we  are  unable  to  find  out  any  definite  information  as  to  when  they 
expect  to  increase  thdr  output. 

The  wholesale  concerns  in  the  city  report  that  their  business  continues  to  show 
improvement,  and  that  all  merchants  are  inclined  to  buy  a  little  more  heavily  than 
has  been  the  custom  for  the  past  several  months. 

The  retail  merchants  are  more  optimistic  at  this  time  than  they  have  been  for 
several  weeks  past.  Some  of  them,  however,  are  showing  signs  of  nervousness  in 
that  they  are  already  putting  on  sales  in  order  to  lighten  their  stocks  on  the  summer 
and  spring  clothing,  etc. 

Crops  in  the  Fort  Worth  trade  territory  indicate  that  a  fairly  good  harvest  will 
be  made,  and  in  East  Texas,  particularly,  the  cotton  crop  b  above  the  average. 
With  the  price  at  a  good  figure  and  no  signs  of  weakening,  we  believe  that  we  may 
expect  an  improvement  in  our  business  this  fall. 

The  real  esute  agents  report  fairly  good  activities  in  their  line  for  this  time  of 
the  year.  Building  activity,  more  especially  in  the  residential  class,  continues  brisk. 
The  Managers'  Gub  of  the  Texas  District  held  a  meeting  in  Fort  Worth  on  June 
8  and  9.  Ma.  Lurb  C.  Bkadlby,  dbtrict  manager,  and  aU  managers  in  the  district, 
attended.  All  the  visitors,  as  well  as  some  of  the  local  ofiidals,  spent  one  night  at  the 
Traction  Club  at  Lake  Worth. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Bowbk,  superintendent  of  transportation,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Allen, 
assistant  superintendent,  attended  a  meeting  of  transportation  men  in  Houston 
on  June  19  and  20. 

Empbyees  of  the  company  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  trip  and  swimming  party  in 
Dallas  at  the  new  natatorium  in  Oak  Cliff,  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  June  15. 
A  box  lunch  was  served  on  the  special  car  on  the  trip  over. 

Mr.  H.  v.  Scanlan,  chief  clerk,  Galveston  Electric  Company,  was  a  visitor  in 
Fort  Worth  during  the  month. 

Mr.  F.  B.  Scurlocr,  superintendent  of  transportadon.  El  Paso  Electric  Railway 
Company,  stopped  over  in  Fort  Worth  on  his  way  to  the  meeting  in  Houston. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Wine,  commercial  agent,  attended  the  Commercial  Agents'  Conven- 
tion held  in  Keokuk,  la..  May  12  to  25.  Mr.  Wins  gave  a  very  interesting  talk 
at  the  weekly  meeting  of  department  heads  on  most  interesting  points  of  the 
Keokuk  plants  and  the  convention. 

Messrs.  E.  E.  Stewart,  chief  clerk  to  master  mechanic,  R.  C.  Allbn,  assistant 
superintendent  of  transportation,  and  H.  M.  Robinson,  mechanical  engineer,  leave 
June  26,  to  attend  a  two  weeks'  course  at  the  University  of  Texas  on  electric  street 
railway  foremanship.  This  course  b  being  given  free  of  cost  under  the  Federal  and 
State  Board  of  Vocational  Educadon. 
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Mr.  Cecil  Crowlbt,  head  meterman  for  the  lighting  department  of  this  com- 
pany, has  just  returned  from  A.  &  M.  G>Uege,  where  he  took  a  special  five  days' 
course  of  instruction  on  meters  given  by  that  institution. 

Galveston,  Tbx.,  June  13 

Business  along  all  lines  of  local  industries  is  approximately  80  per  cent  normal, 
according  to  advice  received  from  the  Galveston  Commercial  Ass(x:iation. 

The  first  cargo  of  sugar  to  be  handled  in  Galveston  proper  this  season,  consisting 
of  24,200  sacks,  was  dischai^^  on  June  22. 

Wholesale  and  retail  business  is  below  normal.  This  condition  is  attributed  to  the 
heavy  floods  throughout  the  state  during  the  past  month,  which  resulted  in  destroy- 
ing crops,  thus  making  it  difiicult  for  the  farmers  to  borrow  money,  or  to  get  the 
wholesale  dealers  to  assist  them,  and  carry  them  over  until  they  could  realize  some- 
thing from  their  products. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Galveston  Beach  Association  and  Galveston  Commer- 
cial Association,  the  following  features  of  entertainment  and  conventions,  took 
place  in  Galveston  during  June;  the  third  annual  convention  of  The  Texas  Win- 
chester Gub,  and  the  annual  convention  of  the  State  Lutheran  Sunday  School 
Teachers*  Assodadon.  The  annual  Oleander  Fete  was  held  on  June  3,  4  and  5. 

Twenty-two  airplanes  ^m  Ellington  and  Kelly  fields  took  part  in  the  aviation 
maneuvers  on  Sunday,  June  18. 

According  to  opinion  of  contractors  and  others  engaged  in  the  building  trades, 
conditions  in  Galveston  at  present  are  more  prosperous  than  at  any  previous  time 
in  the  history  of  the  city. 

Heretofore,  the  greater  part  of  building  activity  was  centered  in  home  construc- 
tion, but  during  the  past  few  weeks,  the  business  district  has  shown  marked  im- 
provement, and  several  structures  are  in  process  of  erection;  some  are  being  re- 
modeled, and  others  are  under  consideration. 

Labor  and  employment  conditions  in  Galveston  are  good;  there  is  plenty  of  mis- 
cellaneous labor  to  be  done,  and  everyone  can  get  employment  if  he  is  so  inclined. 

On  July  I,  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Drouilhbt,  billing  clerk,  celebrated  his  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  in  the  street  railway  and  light  and  power  business  in  Galveston,  and 
daring  that  time  he  has  a  record  of  working  continuously  on  a  floor  space  of  20  x  50 
feet. 

Mr.  Drouilhst  entered  the  service  of  the  Galveston  City  Railway  Company 
in  July,  1897,  as  general  clerk,  under  Colonel  Wm.  Sinclairb,  president,  and  Mr. 
A  Drouilhbt  (his  father),  secretary-treasurer.  These  three  men  composed  the 
personnel  of  the  oflice  at  that  time.  He  held  the  position  of  general  derk  until 
May,  1905,  when  Stone  &  Webster  purchased  the  property  of  the  Galveston  City 
Railway  Company,  at  which  time  he  was  promol^  to  chief  clerk;  he  served  in 
this  capacity  fi>r  twelve  years,  or  until  February,  1917,  when  he  was  transferred  to 
the  lighring  department  as  billing  clerk — his  present  position.  During  the  twenty- 
five  years  of  service,  Mr.  Drouilhet  has  worked  under  seven  managers  and  seven 
assistant  treasurers. 

Mr.  J.  Steels,  a  graduate  of  the  1922  electrical  engineering  class  at  A.  &  M. 
College,  entered  the  service  of  this  company  on  June  22. 

Messrs.  Thomas  £.  Kesslbr,  shop  foreman,  and  Mr.  J.  Steele,  electrical 
engineer,  will  attend  the  Federal  Vocational  Education  Conference  to  be  held  at  the 
University  of  Texas,  Ausrin,  Tex.,  June  26  to  July  8,  inclusive. 

Messrs.  C.  H.  Boweh,  superintendent  of  transportation,  and  Robt.  C.  Allen, 
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general  inspector,  of  the  Northern  Texas  Traction  Company,  Fort  Worth,  and 
Frank  B.  Scurlock,  superintendent  of  transportation  of  the  £1  Paso  Electric 
Company,  were  visitor^  in  Galveston  during  the  month. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Carroll,  manager,  attended  the  Managers'  Club  Meeting  at  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.,  June  8-9. 

Mr.  Mack  Elus  entered  the  service  of  the  company  on  June  i,  as  acting  assis- 
tant chief  engineer,  to  succeed  Mr.  James  O'Rourke,  who  resigned  as  of  June  i. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Eaves,  meter  foreman,  attended  the  one  week's  course  in  meter  work 
at  the  A.  &  M.  College,  College  Station,  June  12-17. 

Messrs.  Van  Vuet  and  Francis,  of  the  Boston  office,  arrived  in  Galveston  on 
Saturday,  June  17,  to  audit  the  books  of  this  company. 

Mr.  H.  V.  Scanlon,  chief  clerk,  has  recently  returned  from  a  pleasant  visit  to 
Fort  Worth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Drouilhet  have  announced  the  birth  of  a  daughter, 
Mary  Ellen,  on  June  2. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Benton,  Jr.,  general  clerk  of  the  Houston  Electric  Company,  Houston, 
has  been  in  Galveston  for  the  past  few  weeks  helping  the  local  accounting  depart- 
ment work  up  statistical  data  in  connection  with  our  street  railway  fare  case. 

The  company's  annual  picnic  to  its  employees  and  their  families  was  held  at 
Dickinson  on  Wednesday,  June  14. 

Dancing,  eating  barbacued  meats  and  playing  baseball  proved  to  be  the  stellar 
attractions  for  the  day.  A  French  chef  was  imported  from  Paris,  'Texas,"  to  preside 
over  the  barbecue  dug-out,  and,  in  justice  to  his  ability,  it  might  be  said  that  the 
cupboard  was  bare  when  the  picnic  ended. 

Mr.  Mack  Elus,  our  power  station  engineer,  proved  to  all  present  that  Vernon 
Castle  was  a  back  number  so  far  as  the  Terpsichorean  art  is  concerned.  The  ani- 
mated ball  game  between  the  office  force,  termed  "never  sweats"  and  the  shop 
boys,  better  known  as  the  "dirty  socks"  was  umpired  by  the  "boss,"  Mr.  Carroll. 
There  are  great  doubts  in  the  minds  of  the  contesting  teams  as  to  whether  or  not 
he  will  be  invited  to  umpire  again.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  he  welcomed  the  pro- 
tecdon  of  the  park  police,  in  being  escorted  to  the  eats  after  the  game. 

The  honor  guests  for  the  occasion  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newly  Wed  Harvin,  of 
the  Betterment  Division  of  the  Boston  office,  who  arrived  in  Galveston  the  day 
of  the  festivity. 

Haufax,  N.  S.,  June  24 

Industrial  business  conditions  are  fair.  Our  three  largest  manufacturers  are  run- 
ning full  time  while  conditions  are  improving  somewhat  at  the  shipyards  in  the  way 
of  repair  work.  Shipping  and  exporting  trade  is  quiet  at  present  owing  to  steamships 
b^ng  diverted  to  Montreal  for  the  summer  months. 

Wholesale  business  is  somewhat  restricted  at  present  owing  to  fluctuating  mar- 
kets. Payments  are  fair.  Retail  business  fair  with  less  volume  but  keen  competition. 

In  the  light  and  power  department  the  kilowatt  hour  output  at  the  power  station 
is  slightly  above  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year  and  the  same  is  true  of  the 
send-out  in  the  gas  department. 

Real  estate  is  inactive,  very  little  commercial  building  going  on  at  present.  Dal- 
housie  College  is  putting  up  new  buildings  involving  an  expenditure  of  about 
1400,000.  A  fair  amount  of  residential  building  is  going  on.  A  small  amount  of  street 
paving  was  started  during  the  month  by  the  city  and  this  company;  the  com- 
pany's program  being  to  do  about  one  mile  of  paving  during  the  season. 
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The  unemployment  situation  is  still  acute,  the  unempbyment  office  reporting  the 
number  of  workers  registered  on  their  books  at  present  to  be  about  the  same  as  dur- 
ing  the  month  of  January. 

During  the  month,  the  hydro-electric  power  operated  by  the  Provincial  Govem- 
ment  at  St.  Margaret's  Bay  was  connected  with  our  station  and  our  steam  generat- 
ing plant  closed  down.  We  are  now  under  contract  with  the  Power  Commission  for 
the  supply  of  electrical  energy  for  30  years. 

Messrs.  P.  R.  Wiluams  and  W.  Sherbu&ne,  auditors  from  Boston,  have  com- 
pleted  their  work  with  this  company  and  we  understand  have  proceeded  to  Sydney. 

We  have  now  with  us,  Messrs.  Nash,  Hates  and  Tucker,  from  the  Boston 
office,  assisting  in  the  valuation  hearing  at  present  being  conducted  by  the  Nova 
Scoria  Board  of  G>mmis8ioners  of  Public  Utilides. 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  June  26 

The  shoe  business,  which  represents  pracrically  the  entire  industry  of  this  City, 
is  about  normal  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

During  May,  our  send-out  improved  somewhat,  but  this  condlrion  did  not  persist. 

Labor  conditions  have  not  been  quiet  in  Haverhill  for  many  years,  but  there  is  no 
noticeable  change  at  thb  present  moment.  Employment  is  normal  for  thb  season  of 
the  year. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Inole,  attended  the  meering  of  the  Employees*  Gub,  at  Pawtucket  on 
June  6,  and  made  a  short  talk  to  the  employees  of  the  Woonsocket  Gas  &  Electric 
Company  at  Woonsocket  on  June  7. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Inole  has  been  transferred  to  the  Jacksonville  Tracrion  Company, 
Jacksonville,  Florida,  as  manager.  Mr.  Tom  P.  Walker  of  this  company,  will  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Inole. 

Mr.  M.  L.  Sperry,  district  manager,  Mr.  H.  A.  Lemmon,  of  the  Personnel  De- 
partment, and  Mr.  R.  F.  Whitney,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the  Fall 
River  Electric  Company,  visited  Haverhill  during  the  month. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Day,  manager,  and  Mr.  R.  S.  Carter,  superintendent  of  the  Maiden  & 
Melrose  Gas  Company,  called  on  us  recently. 

Mr.  Joseph  T.  Sullivan,  chief  chemist  at  the  plant,  was  married  in  Fall  River 
on  June  5,  and  the  employees  of  the  company  presented  him  and  his  wife  with  a 
dinner  set  and  silver  service. 

The  Gas  Club  held  its  regular  June  meering  at  Canobie  Lake  Park  on  Wednesday, 
June  21.  The  affair  was  in  the  nature  of  a  basket  picnic  and  a  large  program  of 
sports  was  planned.  The  weather,  however,  prevented  any  out-door  events  and  it 
was  necessary  to  resort  to  nail-driving  contests,  bowling  and  tug-of-wars.  Despite 
the  most  inclement  weather,  the  day  proved  very  enjoyable  to  about  one  hundred 
members  of  the  company  and  their  families.  Mr.  H.  T.  Edgar  and  Mr.  Ralph 
Wiluams,  from  the  Boston  office,  were  both  guests  of  the  club. 

Mr.  Edward  H.  Bauer,  superintendent  of  manufacture  of  the  Providence  Gas 
Company,  visited  our  plant  recently. 

Mr.  George  H.  Priest,  of  the  Brockton  Gas  Light  Company  and  Mr.  Robert 
TiRRELL,  the  new  manager  of  the  Amesbury  and  Salisbury  Gas  Company,  called  on 
us  on  Wednesday,  June  11.  B? 

Mr.  H.  VimNGHOFF,  of  the  Boston  office,  spent  the  day  in  Haverhill  recently. 

Houohton,  Mich.,  June  24 
There  has  been  little  change  in  the  copper  mining  industry  during  the  past  month. 
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Wholesale  and  retail  business  is  far  from  satisfactory,  and  merchants  report  that 
their  sales  show  no  increase  over  corresponding  period  a  year  ago. 

The  business  of  the  Lighting  Company  is  holding  up  very  well,  the  receipts  for 
last  month  being  in  excess  of  corresponding  month  a  year  ago. 

There  is  practically  no  new  building  going  on.  Local  contractors  are  fairly  busy 
in  making  minor  repairs.  The  only  building  of  any  size  to  be  erected  in  the  near 
future  is  the  Houghton  High  School,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  winter.  The 
contract  for  this  building  will  probably  be  let  some  time  this  sunmier. 

The  mining  companies  are  having  difficulty  in  securing  underground  men  at  the 
wages  now  in  effect.  In  the  past  two  months  there  has  been  a  large  exodus  of  men 
from  this  district,  who  have  left  to  seek  employment  in  the  automobile  factories  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  state. 

Ma.  Georob  McKsn2Ib,  an  employee  of  the  Traction  Company  for  32  years, 
died  at  his  home  in  Hancock,  on  May  39. 

The  Com  Products  Company,  of  Chicago,  conducted  a  demonstration  of  their 
products  at  the  Houghton  office  during  the  week  of  May  29-31  and  June  i  and  2. 

A  son  was  bom  to  Ma.  and  Mrs.  P.  W.  Wilder,  on  May  30.  Mr.  Wilder  is 
superintendent  of  distribution  in  the  southern  division  of  the  Lighting  Company. 

Miss  Josephine  R.  Brunner,  stenographer  in  the  accounting  department,  is 
spending  her  vacation  on  a  farm  at  Buttemut,  Wisconsin. 

Miss  Ethel  Klasker,  telephone  operator,  spent  her  vacation  at  Green  Bay, 
Clintonville  and  Shacono,  Wisconsin,  and  at  Marquette,  Michigan. 

Mr.  David  Dalt,  district  manager,  arrived  in  Houghton  on  June  15,  and  spent 
a  few  days  going  over  the  Houghton  properties. 

Upwards  of  350  firemen  from  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  vbited  Houghton  on 
June  10,  making  the  trip  on  the  liner  Octorara,  The  party  came  here  as  the  guest 
of  two  Buffalo  newspapers. 

A  total  of  5,004  tons  of  copper  were  shipped  East  by  water  during  the  month  of 
May,  the  first  month  of  navigation  for  the  year  1922,  according  to  the  monthly 
statement  issued  from  the  office  of  Superintendent  George  Banks,  for  Keweenaw 
waterway,  which  compares  with  2,655  ^^^^  ^^  ^^7%  1921-  Twenty-six  steam  barges 
passed  up,  and  eight  passed  down  during  the  month. 

Daylight  saving  throughout  Houghton  County  went  into  effect  on  June  17. 

During  the  month,  the  Houghton  County  Traction  Company  conducted  a 
Safety  First  campaign  in  all  the  schools  in  the  district.  In  addition  to  brief  talks  by 
Mr.  Harry  E.  Matthews  and  Mr.  L  R.  Carlson,  a  special  "School  Safiety  Num- 
ber" of  the  TraeHon  News  was  distributed  to  each  of  the  students. 

A  regular  meeting  of  the  L.&T.  Club  was  held  at  Electric  Park,  Thursday  even- 
ing, June  22.  Supper  was  served  at  6.30  p.  m.  to  74  members. 

A  seven-inning  baseball  game  was  played  between  the  Lighting  and  Traction 
teams,  the  final  score  being  1 1  to  4,  in  favor  of  the  Traction  boys. 

A  horseshoe  tossing  contest  was  held  directly  after  the  baseball  game  and  prizes 
were  awarded  to  the  teams  making  the  three  highest  points.  The  winning  teams 
were  Peter  McNamara  and  Edward  Aho,  first;  Bert  Bonekfant  and  Russell 
Saam,  second;  and  David  Deitkis  and  Harry  Matthews,  third. 

HousTOK,  Tex.,  June  23 

Tonnage  handled  through  the  Port  of  Houston  during  the  month  of  May 
amounted  to  179,152  tons,  an  increase  of  273  per  cent  over  May,  1921. 
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With  the  completion  of  our  new  track  work,  which  will  enable  us  to  give  proper 
service,  we  are  hopeful  of  showing  an  increase  over  the  1911  receipts. 

One  of  the  largest  real  esute  deals  recently  consummated  was  when  Mr.  Henry 
S.  Fox,  Jr.,  purchased  three  down  town  lots  on  Main  Street,  between  McKinney 
and  Walker,  for  a  consideration  of  1171^1.50.  Plans  and  specifications  are  now  being 
prepared  for  a  five-story  addition  to  the  16-story  Carter  Building.  Work  is  expected 
to  start  as  soon  as  the  contract  can  be  let  and  material  assembled.  Contract  has 
been  awarded  for  the  erection  of  a  new  fire  and  police  station,  to  be  built  at  Caroline 
and  Preston,  at  a  cost  of  1222,426. 

Building,  which  has  broken  all  precedent  so  far  this  year,  is  continuing  in  this 
month  and  permits  will  probably  be  issued  for  more  than  $ipQopQO  worth  of 
build im;  during  the  month  of  June — total  for  the  year  $6,576,000. 

The  labor  situation  is  very  much  improved  as  compared  with  several  months  ago. 
At  the  present  time  the  employment  bureaus  state  it  is  comparatively  easy  to  place 
all  persons  who  are  actually  looking  for  work. 

In  the  recent  strike  vote  it  is  stated  that  95  per  cent  of  the  local  union  of  Inter- 
national Machinists,  and  95  per  cent  of  the  Boilermakers'  Union  are  in  favor  of  the 
proposed  strike.  It  is  estimated  by  railroad  officials  that  approximately  7,500  union 
men  located  here  will  be  affected  by  the  recent  wage  reduction  authorized  by  the 
U.  S.  Railroad  Board. 

Messrs.  Bradley  and  Wood  attended  the  Managers'  Meeting  at  Fort  Worth, 
June  8  and  9.  Mr.  Townsend  and  Mr.  Carroll  paid  a  visit  to  the  office  on  their 
way  home  from  the  Managers'  Meeting. 

Miss  Florence  Wink,  who  has  been  a  stenographer  in  the  manager's  office  for 
die  past  %Yt  years,  resigned  on  June  15,  to  take  up  work  with  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 

Mr.  Wood  and  family,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Morse,  left  for  Colorado  on  June 
17,  making  the  trip  in  Mr.  Wood's  car. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Harvin  and  Mr.  Luther,  of  the  Betterment  Division,  are  at  present 
m  the  dty. 

Messrs.  Hart  and  Howard,  of  the  Galveston  Electric  Company,  visited  Hous- 
ton on  business  during  the  month. 

A  meeting  of  the  superintendents  of  the  Texas  district  was  held  in  Houston, 
June  19  and  20;  the  following  out-of-town  members  of  the  organization  were 
present:  Messrs.  Townsend,  Beaumont;  Robertson,  Beaumont;  McLinn,  Gal- 
veston; BowEN,  Fort  Worth;  Scurlock,  El  Paso. 

Mr.  Bradley  visited  the  El  Paso  property  during  the  month. 

Mr.  R.  C  Allen,  Fort  Worth,  was  a  visitor  in  the  city. 

Keokuk,  Ia.,  June  27 

Practically  every  industry  in  this  vicinity  has  shown  a  marked  improvement  over 
die  month  of  May.  The  Standard  Four  Tire  Company  and  Keokuk  Electro  Metal 
Company  are  working  both  a  day  and  night  shift  to  take  care  of  orders  for  future 
delivery.  The  United  Lead  Company,  although  operating  only  their  lead  depart- 
ment, are  enjoying  a  better  business  than  at  any  time  during  the  war.  The  J.  C. 
Hubinger  Brothers  Company,  operating  only  their  starch  department  and  employ- 
ing about  two-thirds  their  regular  force,  are  doing  a  very  good  business. 

The  industries  in  Hamilton,  Illinois,  namely  the  Marx-Hass  Clothing  Company, 
Hamilton  Clay  Company,  Dadant  &  Sons  Bee  Supplies,  are  all  ahead  of  the  pre- 
vious month  and  corresponding  period  last  year. 

The  industries  in  this  vicinity  with  the  exception  of  the  Gas  Tank  Rechaiging 
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G>inpany  and  the  Carbide  Department  of  the  United  Lead  Company  have  not  been 
materially  affected  by  the  coal  situation. 

The  wholesale  business  is  much  better  than  the  previous  month  and  also  a  year 
ago.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  hardware  and  grocery  lines.  The  local  freight 
offices  of  the  C  B.  &•  Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  report  that  while  the  gross  tonnage  handled 
this  year  does  not  equal  that  of  June,  1921 ,  due,  of  course,  to  the  coal  shipments,  yet 
the  merchandise  handled  in  and  out  of  Keokuk  this  month  has  shown  a  very  nice 
increase  over  last  year,  also  previous  month. 

The  retail  men  are  feeling  more  encouraged  than  they  did  a  month  ago.  All  report 
a  nice  increase  over  May. 

Our  electric  department  will  show  an  increase  for  this  month.  This  is  due  to  our 
residence  lighting  load. 

Our  gas  department,  as  predicted  in  last  month's  letter  has  shown  a  substantial 
increase  due  to  heavy  canning  season  of  early  fruit. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  note  that  we  have  been  asked  to  furnish  an  estimate  of 
cost  for  approximately  100  horse-power  installation  at  the  Keokuk  Barrel  Company. 

Several  new  residences  are  now  under  construction.  The  Baker-Dodge  Theatre 
Company  are  now  remodeling  the  Hippodrome  Theatre  to  seat  1,50a  They  estimate 
this  improvement  to  cost  |2o,ooo. 

We  are  not  effected  to  any  great  extent  by  the  present  coal  strike.  Our  industries 
have  no  trouble  in  securing  labor.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  a  great  number  of 
people  out  of  employment  around  here,  although  a  number  are  only  working  by  day 
jobs  in  the  hopes  that  the  Purity  Oats  Company  will  start  again,  or  that  the  J.  C. 
Hubinger  Brothers  Company  and  one  or  two  other  concerns  will  soon  put  on  their 
full  force. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Alexander,  manager,  acting  under  advice  of  his  physician  left  Keokuk, 
May  29,  to  recover  from  a  recent  illness.  Latest  news  ^m  him  state  that  he  was 
obliged  to  undergo  a  minor  operation  at  Boston. 

Mr.  L.  v.  Smith,  assistant  treasurer,  has  been  transferred  to  Paducah,  Kentucky, 
as  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Paducah  Electric  Company.  On  June  6,  the  evening 
before  his  departure,  the  employees  of  this  company  chartered  a  special  interurban 
car  to  Warsaw,  Illinois,  where  they  gave  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sioth  a  farewell  dinner. 

The  position  of  assistant  treasurer  will  be  filled  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Kbllt,  formerly 
of  Fort  Madison  Electric  Company,  who  is  at  present  on  his  honeymoon  in  New 
England  States. 

Miss  Mary  Brassil,  stenographer,  left  our  employ  on  June  15,  and  was  married 
to  Mr.  Henry  Heuser,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  on  June  28.  Miss  Brassil  was  tendered 
a  party  at  the  DuPont  picnic  grounds  by  the  employees  of  the  company. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Fletcher  has  taken  the  position  of  office  clerk,  made  vacant  by  sev- 
eral promotions  in  this  office. 

Mr.  James  B.  Hodoe  has  joined  the  forces  of  the  Keokuk  Electric  Company,  to 
work  in  connecrion  with  the  sales  department. 

Mr.  Harry  Starr,  meter  repair  man  has  left  the  employ  of  this  company.  His 
posidon  has  been  filled  by  Mr.  Harry  Oodbn. 

Mississippi  River  Power  Company 

Messrs.  N.  C.  Owers,  H.  F.  Neill  and  G.  L.  Barer,  having  made  the  annual 
audit  of  the  Power  Company's  books,  left  Keokuk,  June  28  for  the  West. 

Mr.  C.  a.  Sears,  manager,  attended  a  meeting  of  the  State  Association  of  the 
National  Electric  Light  Association  which  was  held  at  Lake  Okoboji,  June  20,  21, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Conditions  in  Stone  6f  Webster  Territory  79 

and  22.  At  this  meeting  Mr.  Sears  was  elected  first  vice-president  of  the  Iowa 
organization.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Sears  accompanied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  £.  C. 
Hart,  made  the  trip  to  Lake  Okoboji  by  automobile.  While  there  Mr.  Sears  had 
the  misfortune  to  sprain  his  ankle. 
Mr.  N.  T.  Wilcox,  sales  manager,  also  attended  this  meeting. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  June  29 

Mr.  B.  L.  Grooms,  manager,  was  ill  and  confined  to  his  home  for  two  weeks 
during  the  month, 

Messrs.  Stanley  Key,  P.  L.  Mesa  and  Otto  Kerchheiner  are  enjoying  a  fish- 
ing trip  at  Lost  Harbor. 

Mr.  R.  K.  Wilkerson  has  been  transferred  from  the  Jacksonville  Traction  G)m- 
pany  to  the  Key  West  power  station  as  assistant  chief  engineer  to  relieve  Mr.  John 
C  HiGOS,  who  has  been  transferred  to  Jacksonville  as  assistant  chief  engineer. 

Mr.  L.  N.  Davis  arrived  in  Key  West  on  June  26  from  Savannah,  Ga.,  to  accept 
a  position  as  operating  engineer  in  our  power  plant. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  June  24 

The  baseball  team  is  having  hard  luck;  score  for  the  game  with  the  Oakland  Club 
on  May  25  was  L.  E.  L. — i,  Oakland  Club — 2;  with  West  Chelmsford  on  May  25, 
score  was:  L.  E.  L. — 7,  West  Chelmsford — 8. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  L.  E.  L.  Girls'  Sewing  Club  of  this  season  was  held  on 
Monday,  June  5,  at  the  home  of  Miss  Aucb  Johnston,  380  Wilder  Street.  Miss 
Blood  assisted  as  hostess.  These  monthly  meetings  will  be  resimied  in  the  fall. 

Mr.  £.  Sheppard,  of  the  distribution  department,  was  married  to  Miss  Laura 
Chase,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  on  May  31, 1922. 

Mr.  T.  Colunoe,  also  of  the  distribution  department,  was  married  to  Miss 
Emma  McPhail,  of  Billerica,  in  May. 

Middletown,  Conn.,  June  26 

The  condition  of  local  industries  as  a  whole  is  considerably  improved.  The  Noise- 
less Typewriter  Company  is  busy  on  several  foreign  contracts  in  addition  to  the 
increased  work  for  domesdc  use.  The  Frisbie  Motor  Company  is  exceptionally  busy 
and  working  overtime.  The  DuBarry  Mfg.  Co.  is  now  operating  with  a  fair-sized 
force.  This  company  is  a  recent  addition  and  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  hair 
pins  and  metal  novelties. 

During  the  month  of  June,  increased  orders  at  the  various  brick  yards  have  been 
such  that  we  are  now  supplying  them  with  an  additional  350  horse-power.  We  have 
also  several  extensions  under  consideration,  one  being  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
power  to  a  new  quarry. 

Building  for  the  past  month  has  been  wholly  confined  to  residential  work,  there 
being  several  new  homes  under  construction.  Work  in  connection  with  paving  Main 
Street,  Middletown,  is  progressing  rapidly.  This  work  is  being  done  at  an  approxi- 
mate cost  of  1125,000. 

Jobs  Pond,  Portland,  was  the  scene  of  a  very  successful  picnic,  enjoyed  by  the 
employees  and  their  families.  This  picnic  was  held  June  i,  and  there  were  6^  present. 
It  seems  as  if  latent  ability  is  always  cropping  out  in  our  organization.  This  time 
it  was^DRBWEY**  LoHNBiss,  of  the  engineering  department,  who  proves  that  he  can 
make  ''chowder"  with  the  best  of  them. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8o  Stone  6f  Webster  Journal 

Messrs.  Bird,  Trull,  Krbbb  and  Curran  were  yiiitors  in  Middktown,  June  14. 
Mr.  F.  K.  SnocoNs  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  was  a  visitor  in  Middktown,  June  21. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  department  heads  hekl  June  19,  Mr.  Bbach, 
president  of  the  Middktown  National  Bank,  gave  a  very  instrucdve  and  interesting 
talk  on  banking. 

New  London,  Conn.,  July,  10 

Local  industries  are  showing  an  improvement.  On  June  19,  one  of  the  largest 
machine  shops  went  on  a  full  time  basis  with  approximately  a  10  per  cent  cut  in 
wages.  The  silk  mills  and  garment  factories  are  working  full  time  and  have  many 
orders  booked  for  the  future. 

The  condition  of  local  wholesale  and  retail  business  is  holding  strong,  influenced 
greatly  by  the  influx  of  summer  visitors. 

The  condition  of  the  company's  business  is  good  in  all  departments  and  the  out- 
look for  the  future  is  bright.  Sales  of  gas  and  electric  appliances  have  been  very 
brisk  and  a  number  of  newly  wired  houses  have  been  connected  for  electricity. 

There  has  been  a  slight  amount  of  trading  in  real  estate  but  only  two  permits 
have  been  issued  for  cottages  so  far  thb  month.  Some  twenty  permits,  however, 
have  been  issued  for  small  garages  and  incidental  repairs  to  buildings. 

Labor  and  employment  conditions  are  normaL  There  seems  to  be  plenty  of  work 
for  those  who  are  willing  to  accept  the  wages  offered. 

"Say  It  With  Flowers,"  a  one  act  comedy,  was  admirably  presented  by  members 
of  the  CoPoCo  Qub  on  the  evening  of  June  2,  in  the  Parish  House  of  the  Second 
Congregational  Church.  The  stage  in  the  large  hall  was  most  tastefully  decorated  to 
represent  the  interior  of  a  florist's  shop.  Large  clusters  of  rhododendrons,  iris  and 
carnations  predominated,  with  a  background  of  ferns  and  potted  plants. 

Slovsky,  East  Side  Jew  proprietor,  played  by  Arthur  L.  Krbbb,  sales  manager; 
Maude,  his  bookkeeper,  by  Ethel  G.  Hanrs;  Henry,  tough  oflice  boy,  by  Harold 
McGrath;  Miss  Jennie  Wells,  timid,  talkative  spinster,  by  Mart  Eoan,  and  James 
Jackson,  a  tight  young  man,  engaged  to  Miss  Wells,  by  Harold  Eastman,  were  the 
parts  admirably  portrayed. 

Mrs.  Viggo  E.  Bird  was  responsible  for  the  complete  success  of  the  play.  The 
stage  setting  was  made  under  her  personal  direction.  Clara  Turner  Hammond 
directed  the  rehearsals. 

The  play  was  followed  by  two  pretty  dances.  Irene  Rennie  in  a  costume  designed 
by  herself  interpreted  "The  Spirit  of  the  Midnight  Wind."  Her  dance  was  followed 
by  "A  Spanish  Dance"  rendered  by  Mary  Harrigan.  Both  girls  received  much 
applause. 

Under  the  new  city  charter  of  New  London  it  is  required  that  the  assessors  re- 
value the  land  sites  and  the  buildings  thereon  in  a  manner  that  will  insure  substan- 
tial equity  to  all  owners  of  real  estate.  For  this  purpose  The  Manufacturers  Appraisal 
Company  of  Philadelphia  has  been  engaged  and  are  now  making  an  appraisal. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Edoar  was  a  visitor  during  the  month. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Burr,  of  the  Statistical  Department,  Boston  oflice,  spent  a  few  days  in 
the  meter  department  gathering  information  on  meters  and  metering.  Mr.  Burr 
had  planned  to  spend  at  least  a  week  or  ten  days  but  unfortunately  had  to  return  to 
Boston  because  of  the  sudden  death  of  bis  father. 

Mrs.  Charles  Bolton  arrived  recently  from  Key  West  to  join  her  husband, 
Charue  Bolton,  of  the  accounting  department. 

The  Annual  Harvard- Yale  boat  race  was  run  on  the  Thames  River,  Friday,  June 
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23.  Doling  the  mormng.  Harvard  took  the  honors  in  both  the  Freshmen  and  Junior 
races  but  lost  the  big  Varsity  race  in  the  afternoon  by  over  three  lengths.  It  was  a 
perfect  race  day  and  thousands  of  out-of-town  cars  were  in  the  dty  for  the  day. 

Our  new  1,500  kva.  substation  at  Montville  was  put  into  service  as  per  schedule, 
June  1 5.  The  operation  of  this  substation  relieves  the  very  badly  overloaded  Mont- 
ville feeder.  The  manufacturers  it  serves  were  greatly  pleased  when  it  went  into 
operation.  One  of  them.  The  J.  P.  Martin  Company,  showed  its  appredadon  by 
sending  the  construction  crew  at  the  substation  a  box  of  dgars. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Convention  of  the  New  England  Managers  was  held  in  New 
London  at  the  Mohican  Hotel,  June  28,  29, 3a  A  number  of  very  interesting  and 
instructive  papers  were  read  followed  in  each  case  by  a  discussion.  The  business  pro- 
gram arranged  was  as  follows: 

Wednesday,  June  28, 1922. 
9.00  A.  ii.— 'Morning  Session 

Welcome Mr.  V.  £.  Bird,  New  London,  Conn. 

Address Mr.  H.  H.  Hunt,  Boston,  Mass. 

Newspaper  Advertising      .     .     .     Mr.  C.  W.  Kbllooo,  Boston,  Mass. 

(Read  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Williams) 
Discussion 
The  Assistant  Treasurer 

and  his  Department ....     Mr.  J.  T.  G.  Nichols,  Boston,  Mass. 
Discussion 
Measurement  of  Fuel 

and  Oil  Supply Mr.  Tom  P.  Walker,  Haverhill,  Mass. 

Discussion 

1.C0  p.  M Luncheon  in  Mohican  Ballroom 

2.00  p.  M. — Afternoon  Session 
Public  Policy  Advertising  and 

Education  of  Employees      .     .     Mr.  J.  P.  Inole,  Haverhill,  Mass. 
(Read  by  Mr.  W.R.  Bell) 
Discussion 

Merchandising Mr.  Aturur  L.  Kebbe,  New  London,  Conn. 

Discussion 

Thursday,  June  29, 1922. 
9.00  A.  M. — Morning  Session 
New  Hartford  Residential  lighting 

Rate  and  Effect  of  This  Rate  in 

Increasing  the  Use  of  Elec- 
tricity   Mr.  V.  E.  Bird,  New  London,  Conn. 

Discussion 

Desirable  and  Undesirable  Power 

Loads  from  the  Standpoint  of 

the  Central  Station  ....     Mr.  P.  J.  Wilson,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Discussion 
Experiences  in  Purchasing  Trans- 

ffiitted  Power Mr.  Gardner  Rogers,  Pawtucket. 

Discussion 

Reminiscences  of  Recent  Trips    .     Mr.  H.  A.  Lemmon,  Boston,  Mass. 

Discussion 

LOOP.  M Luncheon  in  Mohican  Ballroom. 
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a.oo  p.  M. — Afternoon  Session 

What  the  National  Electric  Light 
Association  Is  Doing.     .     .     .     Mr.  M.  H.  Aylesworth,  Executive  Manager, 

New  York  City 

Discussion 

Friday,  June  30, 1912 
9.00  A.  M. — Morning  Session. 

Inter-G>mpany  Relations  .     .     .     Mr.  M.  L.  Sperry,  Boston,  Mass. 

Discussion 

Fire  Protection  and  Fire  Drills  Mr.  N.  H.  Daniels,  Boston,  Mass. 

Discussion 

Remodeling  the  Street  Lighting- 
ing  System Mr.  W.  A.  Forbush,  Brockton,  Mass. 

Discussion 

Importance  of  and  Plans  for  De- 
veloping Industrial  Use  of  Gas      Mr.  H.  VrmNOHorF,  Boston,  Mass. 

Discussion 

G)mmittee's  Report  on  Automo- 
bile Accounting Mr.  J.  E.  Nute,  Fall  River,  Mass. 

Discussion 

1.00  p.  M.  .     .     .  Luncheon  in  Mohican  Ballroom 

Mr.  Aylesworth  was  unable  to  be  present  Thursday  afternoon  but  we  were  very 
fortunate  in  having  Mr.  Edwin  S.  Webster  come  down  to  New  London  and  give 
an  exceptionally  interesting  talk  about  his  recent  trip  to  Japan  and  China. 

Two  other  members  of  the  firm  were  present  at  the  convention,  Messrs.  Sawyer 
and  Hunt.  Mf.  Sawyer  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  about  Stone  &  Webster's 
acdvities  in  coal  mining  and  Mr.  Hunt  an  optimistic  talk  on  general  business  con- 
ditions and  public  utilities. 

By  way  of  social  relaxation,  a  dinner  was  held  in  the  Mohican  Ballroom  on  the 
evening  of  June  28.  Following  the  dinner  members  of  the  CoPoCo  Gub  gave  an 
entertainment  consisdng  of  a  short  comedy  sketch  entitled  "Say  It  With  Flowers," 
and  some  novelty  dances.  Mrs.  Viggo  E.  Bird  sang  several  Danish,  English  and 
French  Folk  Songs. 

Thursday  evening  a  dinner-dance  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Griswold,  Eastern  Point. 
The  Companies  represented  were:  The  Pawtucket  Gas  Company,  Haverhill  Gat 
Light  Company,  Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company,  The  Connecdcut  Power  Company, 
The  Lowell  Electric  IJght  Corporation,  Blackstone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  Com- 
pany, Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Brockton,  The  Electric  light  and 
Power  Company  of  Abington  and  Rockland. 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Kbbbb  are  attending  a  two  weeks'  course  in  Industrial  Gas 
Engineering  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 

Mr.  Bruce  Hyde,  Yale  '23,  has  joined  the  Engineering  Department  for  the 
sunmier. 

Mr.  S.  Ferguson,  vice-president  of  the  Hartford  Electric  Light  Company  visited 
us  during  the  month. 

The  750  kva.  substation  at  the  Robert  Gair  Paper  Company  in  Montville  was  put 
into  service  July  2. 

Paducah,  Ky.,  Junk  24 
General  business  conditions  in  the  territory  served  are  rapidly  improving.  All 
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contractmg  finnt  are  unusually  busy  at  this  time  on  account  of  the  spring  building 
boom  that  is  well  under  way,  and  local  dealers  in  building  materials  report  a  very 
good  month  for  June. 

The  city  let  a  contract  on  June  33  to  the  £.  R.  Harding  G>.,  of  Racine,  Wis.,  for 
the  entire  sewer  construction  work  for  the  sum  of  l5o8/xx>.  Work  b  to  be  started 
in  about  twenty  days,  and  this  will  give  empbyment  to  a  considerable  number  of 
men. 

The  new  building  of  the  Paducah  Milling  Company  is  now  completed  and  ma- 
chines are  being  set.  Mr.  Davis  expects  to  begin  active  operation  about  July  i. 

The  Illinois  Central  Railroad  are  gradually  adding  to  their  working  force  at  the 
shops  and  expect  to  have  a  normal  force  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  tobacco  market  b  very  quiet  at  present.  Last  year's  crop  b  practically  sold 
out  and  the  farmers  are  now  busy  with  their  planting  of  the  1923  crop.  Farmers 
report  that  rain  b  needed  very  badly  at  thb  time. 

Both  retail  and  wholesale  dealers  sute  that  the  volume  of  sales  b  gradually  in- 
creasing and  that  the  general  trend  b  very  encouraging. 

The  outlook  of  both  Companies  b  clouded  by  the  conditions  which  prevail  in  the 
coal  market. 

High  priced  coal  will  nuterially  effect  the  year's  showing  if  we  are  forced  to  pur- 
chase it  for  a  period  of  two  months  or  more. 

Building  permits  for  June  were  below  those  of  May,  but  there  b  still  a  great  many 
contracts  being  let  for  reconstruction  and  remodeling,  and  in  general,  the  building 
activity  b  very  pleasing. 

As  yet,  Paducah  has  not  seriously  felt  the  undercurrent  of  labor  agitation,  and 
the  general  feeling  among  the  coal  miners  and  railroad  men  in  thb  dbtrict  appears 
on  the  surface  to  be  much  more  opdmbtic  than  in  many  other  railroad  and  mining 
centers. 

Several  local  manufacturers  are  advertising  for  additional  help  and  with  the 
starting  of  the  new  sewer  work  there  will  be  plenty  of  work  for  everyone. 

Mr.  L.  v.  Smith  has  arrived  from  Keokuk  to  take  up  the  duties  of  assbtant 
treasurer  of  these  companies. 

Mr.  F.  Cloebt,  general  superintendent,  and  Mr.  Charles  Gillbn,  line  foreman* 
recently  attended  a  convention  of  dbtribution  men,  held  in  Louisville. 

Mr.  N.  Y.  Wilcox,  of  the  Mississippi  River  Power  Company^  was  a  vbitor  to 
these  companies  during  the  month. 

Mr.  R.  Allyn  Haioh,  of  the  manager's  office,  was  married  on  June  3i  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Adams.  The  ceremony  took  place  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  the  home  of  the 
bride. 

On  June  22,  the  Elec-Trac  Qub  held  a  banquet  and  election  of  officers  at  the 
Palmer  HoteL  After  the  business  session,  the  members  of  the  various  departments 
displayed  their  prowess  in  song.  Short  talks  were  given  by  Mr.  A.  S.  Nichols,  Mr. 
F.  Cloen,  Mr.  W.  C.  Shields,  Mr.  L.  V.  Smith  and  others.  The  following  officers 
were  elected:  Mr.  Charles  Gillen,  line  department,  president;  Mr.  L.  B.  Rao- 
lakd,  railway  department,  vice-president;  Mr.  £.  R.  Boatman,  accounting  depart- 
ment, secretary;  Mr.  L.  V.  Smith,  assbtant  treasurer,  treasurer. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Dallan,  Mr.  F.  S.  Harper,  and  Miss  Etta  McNEELT,of  the  account- 
ing department,  are  enjoying  their  annual  vacations. 

Mr.  J.  W.  McNbely,  railway  superintendent,  has  returned  from  a  business  trip 
to  Youngstown,  Ohio  and  Terre  Haute,  Indiana. 
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Plans  are  under  way  and  money  has  been  raised  among  company  employees,  to 
build  a  new  club  house  at  Metropolis  I^akes. 

The  manager  recently  took  a  party  of  Paducah  business  men  on  a  fishing  trip  to  a 
point  near  Golconda,  IlL,  on  the  Ohio.  The  return  trip  was  made  at  night,  despite 
the  perils  of  navigation  on  the  lower  Ohio.  The  pilot  lost  his  way  because  the  gOY- 
emment  lights  marking  the  channel  were  not  burning  and  the  boat  grounded  upon  a 
sand  bar,  which  was  not  cleared  until  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  party  arrived 
in  Paducah  as  day  was  breaking. 

Pawtucket,  R.  L,  June  23 

Business  conditions  are  steadily  improving  and  greater  optimism  prevails  in  all 
the  varied  industries  of  this  locality.  Manufacturers  state  that  due  to  the  disposal 
of  heavy  stocks  carried,  it  has  had  the  effect  of  stabilizing  prices  and  stimulating  a 
demand  for  all  sorts  of  fabrics. 

Many  of  the  mills  that  have  been  hampered  by  the  strike,  report  sufficient  num- 
ber of  operatives  to  run  all  departments,  and  most  of  the  large  mills  state  that  they 
are  operating  about  75  per  cent  normal. 

The  silk  manufacturers  report  a  steady  improvement  in  the  demand  for  silk  goods. 
While  the  orders  are  not  for  large  quantities,  yet  a  marked  improvement  prevails 
over  former  months. 

The  woolen  manufacturers  are  not  wholly  satisfied  as  orders  are  comparatively 
small,  but  the  worsted  concerns  are  fairly  well  pleased,  as  most  of  them  are  sold  up 
to  August. 

The  cotton  goods  market  has  been  somewhat  unsettled,  with  higher  prices  noted. 
Manufacturers  say  orders  must  be  forthcoming  for  large  quantities  of  cloth,  due  to 
exhaustion  in  the  present  stocks. 

The  fancy  textile  concerns  report  a  good  demand  for  their  goods  and  the  Way- 
poyset  Manufacturing  G)mpany  (one  of  the  largest)  is  running  its  carding  and 
spinning  department  night  and  day  in  order  to  supply  sufficient  yam  to  operate  the 
looms. 

Wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  that  due  to  the  continuation  of  the  strike 
in  the  Blackstone,  as  well  as  the  Pawtuxet  VaUey,  the  sales  are  not  what  they 
should  be,  but  every  indication  points  now  to  a  petering  out  of  the  strike,  which 
will,  in  turn,  very  favorably  effect  both  wholesale  and  retail  conditions. 

Notwithstanding  strike  conditions  which  materially  reduced  the  demand  for  both 
power  and  gas,  we  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  present  conditions. 

Building  operations  are  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  a  year  ago.  The  masons  and 
carpenters  are  fairly  well  employed.  The  largest  piece  of  work  under  construction 
at  present  is  the  erection  of  another  mill  by  the  Hope  Webbing  Company,  which 
will  cost  1 145,000.  A  surprising  number  of  permits  are  being  issued  by  the  city  for 
garages.  Two  of  our  largest  French  parishes  have  contracted  for  the  erection 
of  churches  and  other  buildings,  representing  very  nearly  1700,000. 

A  very  active  business  b  being  carried  on  by  real  estate  dealers.  It  may  be  of 
interest  in  this  connection  to  note  that  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust  Gunpany 
was  the  favored  bidder  for  1375/^00  worth  of  city  bonds  at  four  and  one^uarter 
per  cent  with  interest. 

Labor  is  fairly  well  employed,  and  many  of  the  strikers  have  returned  to  work, 
although  quite  a  number  have  not  gone  back  to  their  previous  positions,  but  have 
taken  employment  in  other  mills.  There  has  also  been  quite  an  exodus  of  mill 
workers  to  Fall  River  and  New  Bedford. 
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The  city  of  Pawtucket  is  doing  considerable  sewer  and  street  work,  and  has  pro- 
vided for  the  unemployed,  so  conditions  are  very  much  better  than  they  have  been 
for  months  past. 

Unusually  heavy  rains  have  militated  against  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  outside 
activities,  as  they  prevailed  the  greater  portion  of  the  month,  and  the  damage  to 
streets,  telephone  and  electric  cables  has  been  severe. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  Gas  and  Electric  Qub  of  Pawtucket,  was  held  on  Tuesday 
evening,  June  6. 

Messrs.  H.  T.  Edoar  and  M.  L.  Spshry,  of  the  Boston  office,  and  Ma.  and  Mrs. 
J.  P.  Inolb,  of  Haverhill,  were  our  guests  at  this  meeting  and  parties  were  also 
present  from  the  Fall  River,  Brockton  and  Woonsocket  companies.  After  a  short 
business  meeting,  Mr.  Edoar  gave  a  most  interesting  and  instructive  talk  on  **T\kt 
Organization  of  a  Public  Utility  Company."  An  amusing  entertainment  in  the  form 
of  a  minstrel  show  was  presented  by  the  Entertainment  G)nm)ittee.  Mr.  R.  H. 
PviLBY,  of  the  sales  department,  was  interlocutor  and  his  end  men  were:  Messrs. 
Harold  Edlund,  D.  T.  Lennok,  Jack  Quink  and  L.  Travbrs.  Some  of  the  stories 
and  a  patter  chorus  sung  by  D.  T.  Lennon  and  Harold  Edlund  contained  some 
very  clever  "persoiial  hits"  on  members  of  the  company  organization  and  a  few  of 
the  guests  present. 

Solos  were  rendered  by  the  Missbs  Katherine  Jeffrey  and  Jennie  Moriarty 
and  Ralph  Gauthier.  After  th^  show,  refreshments  were  served  and  dancing  was 
enjoyed  the  remainder  of  the  evening. 

A  company  baseball  league  of  five  teams  has  been  organized  and  the  first  game  of 
the  season  was  played  on  Tuesday  evening  between  the  office  team  and  No.  i  sta- 
tion team.  The  office  team  won  by  a  score  of  14  to  4.  The  season  was  opened 
officially  with  Rolun  Bucrminster  pitching  the  first  ball,  Gardner  Rogers 
catching  and  Captain  McGregor  at  the  bat,  and  Mr.  Perely  was  official  umpire. 
AcoHtling  to  witnesses,  the  pitching  of  Mr.  Buciuninster  was  the  feature  of  the 
game. 

The  marriage  has  been  announced  of  Miss  Grace  Rampe,  of  the  engineering 
department,  to  Mr.  William  C.  Hickey,  on  Tuesday,  June  6.  After  a  short  trip  Mrs. 
Hickey  will  again  take  up  her  duties  in  the  engineering  department. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  K.  MacNaughton  announce  the  birth  of  a  nine  pound  son  on 
Wednesday,  June  21. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  June  7,  the  final  bowling  match  between  the  Fall  River 
and  Pawtucket  teams  was  held  at  Rhodes,  outside  Providence,  the  Fall  River  team 
coming  out  as  victors.  Quite  a  contingent  of  spectators  attended  the  match  and 
afterwards  stayed  through  the  evening  to  dance  in  the  Rhodes  Pavilion.  Both  com- 
panies voted  it  a  most  enjoyable  party. 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  June  21 

Local  industries  show  considerable  improvement  in  activity  over  that  prevailing 
several  months  ago,  but  are  still  far  from  normal.  The  Bruce  Dry  Dock  has  been 
very  acdve  for  60  days,  and  indications  point  to  continued,  and  perhaps  increased 
activity.  The  Newport  Company  which  resumed  operations  several  months  ago, 
after  idleness  of  two  years,  reports  normal  operations  and  increased  efficiency. 

Pensacola  Shipbuilding  Company  is  operating  a  small  force  of  men  engaged  in 
fabricating  steel  bridges,  buildings,  etc.,  and  they  state  that  the  outlook  for  the 
future  is  brighter  than  it  has  been  for  some  time.  The  American  Agricultural  Chemi- 
cal Company,  which  has  been  idle  for  several  years  will  probably  remain  idle  until 


Digitized  by 


Google 


86  Stone  &  fVebster  Journal 

next  winter.  Pensacola's  newest  industiy — the  Weis-Patteraon  Lbr.  G>nipanyy  Inc., 
is  now  operating  at  full  capacity.  This  corporation  employs  about  two  hundred  men 
at  good  wages.  The  new  plant  of  the  Pensacola  Creosodng  G>mpanyy  formerly 
Southern  Paving  G>nstruction  G>mpany,  is  being  completed  and  during  the  next 
30  days  they  should  commence  active  operation  in  their  line.  This  industry  will  be  a 
very  active  one,  and  will  bring  to  the  city  an  increased  payroll  of  several  thousand 
dollars  per  week. 

Very  much  improved  conditions  in  the  outlying  agricultural  sections  during  the 
past  few  months  have  brought  about  a  satisfactory  condition  in  the  wholesale 
business.  The  agricultural  sections  have  produced  splendid  crops  of  potatoes, 
cucumbers,  cantaloupes,  etc.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  country  immediately 
contiguous  to  Pensacola  has  shipped  up  to  date,  over  one  thousand  two  hundred 
carloads  of  potatoes  to  the  East  and  Middle  West. 

Retailers  state  that  the  arrival  of  the  hot  spell  in  June  was  not  without  its  advan. 
tages  since  it  produced  a  market  for  a  large  quantity  of  summer  goods  which  had 
previously  not  been  disposed  of.  The  situation  as  a  whole  in  the  wholesale  and  retail 
business  at  this  time  is  satisfactory. 

The  condition  of  the  Company's  light  and  power  business  and  outlook  for  the 
future  is  satisfactory.  For  the  past  few  months  we  have  mourned  the  loss  of  the 
business  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Air  Station,  after  they  started  the  operation  of  their 
central  power  plant.  The  operation  of  thb  plant,  however,  proved  troublesome  and 
expensive,  and  the  authorities  have  accepted  our  proposition  for  furnishing  their 
total  requirements  of  electric  current  for  the  coming  11  months. 

The  freight  department  has  an  outlook  for  the  next  12  months  which  is  very 
bright.  Road  construction  on  the  Gulf  Beach  highway;  construction  of  the  flying 
field  at  the  Naval  station,  and  the  large  increase  in  business  brought  about  by  the 
Weis-Patterson  Lbr.  Company,  and  the  Pensacola  Creosodng  Company  will  mean 
an  increase  in  freight  earnings  during  the  coming  12  months. 

During  the  past  month,  ten  new  brick  stores  have  been  constructed  on  North 
Palafox  Street  and  are  now  occupied.  These  new  stores  pracdcally  fill  in  a  block 
heretofore  not  used  for  business  purposes  and  indicate  a  spread  of  the  business  dis- 
trict beyond  the  bounds  previously  occupied. 

A  large  number  of  residences  are  being  built  in  all  secdons  of  the  city. 

The  unemployment  situadon  has  been  gready  relieved  by  the  inauguradon  of 
acdve  construcdon  work  on  the  highway  program  in  Escambia  County. 

The  Naval  Air  Stadon  has  recently  put  on  120  skilled  and  unskilled  men,  who  will 
remain  as  permanent  employees. 

The  opening  of  Saufley  Beach  on  Santa  Rosa  Island,  during  the  month,  afforded  a 
bathing  resort  for  inhabitants  of  Pensacola  again,  after  a  lapse  of  several  years. 
During  the  war,  and  for  some  dme  afterward,  Santa  Rosa  Island  was  barred  against 
visitors  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  government  had  so  many  acdvides  there  in 
the  line  of  aviadon  work. 

During  the  summer,  excursions  will  be  run  from  various  points  in  Alabama  and 
thousands  of  people  will  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  for  bathing  in  the  gulf. 

Messrs.  J.  E.  D.  Yonob  and  C.L.  Shine,  of  our  legal  department,  have  returned 
from  Tampa  where  they  went  on  combined  company  and  personal  business. 

Mr.  J.  G.  HoLTZCLAW  has  returned  from  Columbia,  S.  C. 

Bay  view  Park,  the  dty-owned  bathing  resort,  is  proving  a  greater  attracdon  than 
ever,  this  summer. 
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On  June  ii,  the  Women's  Club  of  Eaounbia  G>unty  will  stage  an  Historical 
Pageant  at  the  Park  which  will  undoubtedly  be  attended  by  thousands  of  people. 

The  new  city  administration  took  charge  of  the  city  affairs  on  Monday,  June  1 2. 
The  newly  elected  G>mmissioner,  Harvey  Baylias,  was  elected  Mayor  by  the  other 
two  conunissionerSy  and  former  Mayor  F.  D.  Sanders  took  over  the  department  of 
streets  and  public  works.  Commisuoner  F.  R.  Pou  remains  in  control  of  the  police 
and  fire  department. 

PoKCE,  P.  R.  June  a6 

Local  industries  are  not  operating  to  any  considerable  extent  at  this  time,  and 
pracrically  all  sugar  mills  have  dosed  down  for  the  season.  This  condition  also 
exists  in  the  coffee  industry.  In  the  tobacco  industry,  while  there  is  some  manufac- 
ture of  cigars,  conditions  are  far  from  normal  and  probably  only  about  50  per  cent 
of  last  year's  production  is  being  made  at  present. 

Wholesale  and  retail  business  is  some  below  normal,  although  the  increased  price 
of  sugar  and  coffee  has  helped  the  wholesale  merchants  a  little.  In  the  retail  business 
practically  all  sales  are  for  necessary  commodities  and  expensive  and  unnecessary 
materials  do  not  find  a  ready  market. 

There  is  very  little  acrivity  in  real  estate  at  the  present  time,  although  several 
lots  have  been  sold  on  the  Vijia,  the  section  in  which  this  company  purchased  their 
k)t  recently  for  a  trolley  home. 

While  it  is  possible  to  secure  all  the  labor  that  is  necessary,  the  condition  has  not 
reached  a  point  where  there  is  any  considerable  reduction  in  common  labor  rates. 

On  May  27,  fire  of  unknown  origin  destroyed  the  building  on  the  northeast  comer 
of  the  Plaza  in  Ponce,  which  property  is  owned  by  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada. 

On  June  8,  Mr.  Ralph  C.  Paine  came  to  Ponce  as  an  engineer  in  our  power 
station,  coming  here  from  the  Woonsocket  plant  of  the  Blackstone  Valley  Gas  and 
Electric  Company. 

On  June  14,  Ma.  Paul  F.  Hannaford,  who  has  been  assistant  chief  engineer  at 
the  power  plant  since  January  7, 1920,  was  transferred  from  this  company  and  will 
be  placed  after  his  arrival  in  Boston.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Hannaford,  who 
has  been  with  him  in  Porto  Rico  since  their  marriage  in  September,  1911. 

Mr.  Georoe  £.  Munt,  who  succeeds  Mr.  Hannaford  as  assistant  chief  engineer, 
will  sail  for  the  States  on  June  29  for  a  vacation  of  four  or  five  weeks.  Mr.  Munt 
has  been  an  engineer  in  the  plant  since  November,  1920. 

Reno,  Nev.,  June  30 

The  most  important  local  industry  affecting  the  company,  the  mining  industry, 
continues  to  show  decided  activity.  This  acrivity  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the 
number  of  prospective  mines,  although  the  company's  most  important  mining  cus- 
tomer is  continuing  to  carry  forward  its  work  on  schedule. 

Local  wholesale  houses  report  that  this  year's  business  continues  in  excess  of  the 
corresponding  month  for  1921,  with  collections  very  good  in  the  mining  districts, 
but  rather  slow,  as  is  to  be  expected,  in  the  agricultural  districts.  The  outlook  con- 
tinues encouraging  with  prospects  of  a  slow  but  steady  improvement  in  conditions. 

The  retail  business  remains  dull  with  no  immediate  prospect  of  any  improvement, 
except  that  resulting  from  some  additional  money  coming  into  the  district,  as  the 
result  of  the  final  payments  on  this  year's  wool  clip. 

Banks  report  that  while  there  is  sufficient  money  available  to  care  for  all  legiti- 
mate requirements,  such  as  financing  the  ranchers,  it  is  possible  to  loan  on  good 
security  all  the  money  available. 
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In  Reno,  the  annual  summer  race  meet  is  now  under  way  with  normal  attendance. 
As  a  result  of  the  visitors  attending  thb  meet  and  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
Riverside  Hotel,  some  months  ago,  hotel  accommodations  are  at  a  premium. 

During  the  past  month,  the  company's  largest  individual  customer,  the  United 
G>mstock  Pumping  Association,  discontinued  all  pumping  in  its  mines.  This  will 
result  in  a  decrease  in  the  company's  power  load  of  possibly  600  kilowatts.  This  loss, 
however,  will  be  largely  offset  by  load  increases  already  definitely  agreed  upon,  and 
in  fact,  may  possibly  have  the  result  of  making  it  necessary  for  the  company,  in  the 
immediate  future,  to  install  additional  generating  capacity  to  care  for  prospective 
mining  customers'  power  requirements.  One  of  the  company's  present  customers, 
which  has  been  using  500  kilowatts  during  recent  years,  has  now  completed  the 
installation  of  additional  capacity  which  will  require  approximately  100  kilowatts 
additional. 

It  is  rumored  that  negotiations  have  been  resumed,  having  to  do  with  the  develop- 
ment  of  the  "Middle  Mines  Group"  at  Virginia  City.  It  has  also  been  announced 
recently  that  a  new  company  has  been  organized  to  take  over  three  or  four  mines 
east  of  Virginia  City  under  the  name  of  the  Flowery  Comstock  Mining  Company. 

The  decrease  in  building  costs  has  apparently  convinced  the  general  public  that 
the  present  is  a  favorable  opportunity  for  new  construction.  A  large  number  of  new 
small  dwellings  are  under  construction  in  Reno,  the  number  being  at  present 
limited  by  the  labor  available  in  the  district. 

Although  government  statistics  show  that  in  this  district  some  unemployment 
exists,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  there  are  more  jobs  available  than  men  to  fill  them. 
This  applies  to  mines  where  at  least  600 hundred  additional  men  are  required  to  the 
building  construction  trade,  where  the  amount  of  work  to  be  started  is  limited  by 
lack  of  labor,  and  to  the  ranches,  where  it  is  reported  that  the  owners  are  unable  to 
secure  the  labor  in  as  large  quantities  as  is  necessary. 

The  past  month  has  been  exceptionally  warm,  the  average  temperature  in  Reno 
for  the  month  exceeding  that  of  any  June  within  the  past  20  years.  As  a  result,  farm 
crops  are  in  very  good  condition.  The  cutting  of  the  fiirst  crop  of  alfalfa  is  now  under 
way,  which  is  at  least  as  early  in  the  year  as  the  first  cutting  is  usually  made.  The 
range  conditions  in  the  hills  are  better  than  at  any  time  during  the  past  five  years, 
with  the  result  that  the  sheep  and  cattle  industry  is  in  an  improved  condition,  not- 
withstanding the  heavy  losses  resulting  from  the  cold  spring. 

Mr.  George  A.  Campbell,  manager,  was  in  San  Francisco  on  business  from 
June  23  to  the  29th. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Murray,  chief  clerk,  has  recently  purchased  a  new  Chevrolet  automo- 
bile, and,  while  his  first  two  attempts  to  leave  the  city  and  return  the  same  day  were 
not  very  successful,  he  reports  that  on  his  last  expedition  he  really  got  home  without 
being  towed. 

Mr.  Wentworth,  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Clifford  attended  the  convention  of 
the  N.  E.  L.  A.  in  Los  Angeles  during  the  month. 

Savaknah,  Ga.,  June  24 

The  present  outlook  for  industrials  is  not  very  favorable.  With  the  exception  of 
the  American  Agricultural  Chemical  Company,  which  has  resumed  partial  opera- 
tion,  the  fertilizer  plants  are  at  a  standstill,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  will  not 
resume  extensive  operations  until  fall.  An  exception  to  the  unsatisfactory  status  of 
local  industries  is  the  sugar  refinery  which  has  continued  daily  operation  mth  its 
capacity  output  of  i,5oo/xx>  pounds  per  day. 
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The  shipping  business  has  shown  increased  activity  during  the  past  few  weeks; 
several  large  shipments  of  sugar,  lumber,  naval  stores  and  cotton  having  been  made 
recently. 

Shipments  of  lumber  from  this  port  since  September,  i  1921,  total  43,041,000 
feet,  of  which  amount  6,204/xx>  feet  were  shipped  to  foreign  ports. 

The  cotton  and  naval  stores  markets  continue  steady.  The  turpentine  market  is 
tmosually  active  with  a  recent  sharp  advance  in  the  price.  The  last  quotation  was 
fi^yi  per  gallon. 

The  continued  curtailment  of  industrial  operations  in  Savannah  is  clearly  indi* 
cated  in  our  station  load.  However,  the  production  of  our  plants  this  month  b 
showing  a  substantial  increase  over  that  of  May. 

A  considerable  amount  of  new  building  is  now  going  on,  which  consists  principally 
of  new  apartment  houses  and  residences,  and  there  is  a  noticeable  increase  in  real 
estate  activities. 

Manager  R.  C.  Brooks  made  a  business  trip  to  Atlanta  the  early  part  of  the 
month. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Ksrr,  who  has  recently  been  appointed  chief  clerk  for  the  G>lumbus 
Electric  and  Power  Company,  visited  this  office  on  his  way  to  Columbus  from 
Boston. 

The  largest  attendance  in  the  history  of  the  association  crowded  the  auditorium  in 
the  Thunderbolt  Casino  at  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Savannah  Electric  Benefit 
Association,  held  on  June  7.  The  attendance  of  members  and  their  families  num- 
bered nearly  600.  The  usual  program  of  business  and  community  singing  preceded 
die  entertainment,  which  was  in  the  form  of  a  minstrel  show  given  by  the  members 
of  the  transportation  department  and  mechanical  department.  The  minstrel  was 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  £.  T.  Jones,  clerk  in  the  transportation  department,  and 
was  cleverly  gotten  up,  providing  much  amusement.  Dancing  was  enjoyed  after 
the  show. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Foss,  district  manager,  with  his  family  left  Savannah  the  early  part  of 
the  month  for  the  North  where  they  will  stay  several  weeks. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jacobs,  superintendent  of  power,  Columbus  Electric  &  Power  Com- 
pany, with  his  family  spent  several  days  in  Savannah  during  the  month. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Solms,  claim  agent,  has  returned  from  a  three  weeks'  trip  to  San  Fran- 
cisco where  he  attended  the  Shriners'  Convention  as  a  member  of  the  Patrol  of  Alee 
Temple,  Savannah* 

Mr.  C.  J.  Harvin,  of  the  engineering  department,  spent  several  days  in  Savannah 
the  early  part  of  June. 

Mr.  Fred  Fletcher,  assistant  manager,  Tampa  Electric  Company,  passed 
through  Savannah  on  his  way  to  San  Francisco  where  he  attended  the  Shriners' 
Convention. 

Seventeen  of  the  thirty  new  Bimey  Safety  Cars  have  arrived  in  Savannah  and 
will  be  put  in  service  at  an  early  date. 

A  baseball  game  between  the  transportation  department  and  the  office  employees 
pUyed  on  June  21,  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  office  by  a  score  of  6  to  3. 

On  June  11,  Mr.  L.  £.  Davis,  who  recently  was  transferred  to  this  company  from 
Pensacola,  left  for  Key  West  where  he  is  to  succeed  Mr.  Roy  Watson  who  was 
obliged  to  return  to  Savannah  because  of  the  serious  illness  of  his  wife.  Mr.  Watson 
has  taken  up  his  duties  in  the  power  plant  as  engineer. 

Mr.  Charles  Drummond,  who  was  formerly  a  m  ember  of  the  accounting  depart- 
ment, has  joined  this  organization  again  as  clerk  in  that  department. 
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Plans  are  being  foirmulated  for  the  Annual  Benefit  Association  outing.  Mn.  M.  B. 
Purse,  superintendent  of  the  installation  department,  has  been  selected  as  chair- 
man  of  the  outing  committee. 

Seattle,  Wash.,  June  26 

Lumbering  is  in  excellent  condition  in  this  district.  The  mills  have  been  running 
during  the  month  to  capacity  on  one  shift  and  a  number  of  mills  are  now  putting  in 
two  shifts.  As  a  result  of  this  excellent  condition  in  lumbering,  all  the  kindred  indus- 
tries, sash  and  door  factories,  shingle  mills,  and  wood  working  plants,  have  picked 
up. 

Fishing  conditions  are  very  quiet,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  halibut  indus- 
try, and  indications  are  very  uncertain  as  yet  as  to  this  year's  pack. 

Local  small  fruit  conditions  are  good.  The  strawberry  season  was  somewhat 
limited,  due  to  a  longer  period  of  dry  weather  than  is  normal  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
Berry-growing  and  agricultural  conditions  are  good  and  all  indications  are  for  large 
crops. 

The  coal  mines  under  open  shop  conditions  are  doing  reasonably  well. 

Wholesale  business  is  doing  reasonably  welL  The  retailers  as  yet  are  only  buying 
in  small  quantities. 

The  retail  business  has  carried  unusually  well  into  the  summer  and  conditions 
seem  to  be  steadily  improving. 

Condition  of  the  company's  business  is  following  very  closely  the  improvement  in 
local  industries,  we  being  affected  almost  directly  by  the  prosperity  of  other  local 
industries. 

Real  estate  is  very  quiet,  being  very  much  below  normal  for  this  rime  of  the  year. 
The  only  trading  taking  place  is  in  small  home  tracts,  especially  in  the  near  subur- 
ban districts. 

Building  acriviries  are  good  and  seem  to  be  improving.  At  the  present  rime 
Seattle  is  experiencing  a  very  pronounced  growth  in  apartment  buildings,  with  a 
few  large  business  structures  being  built.  Announcement  was  made  this  week  of  a 
new  three  million  dollar  building  to  be  erected  on  Second  Avenue. 

Employment  conditions  in  thb  district  are  very  satisfactory.  At  the  present  time, 
there  is  no  unemployment,  the  lumber  mills  and  the  berry  farms  having  absorbed 
all  of  the  surplus  labor.  In  the  lumber  industry,  conditions  have  improved  to  such 
an  extent  that  recendy  a  slight  raise  in  wages  was  put  into  effect;  the  raise  was 
approximately  five  cents  an  hour. 

Mr.  S.  L.  Shuffleton,  dbtrict  manager  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.,  Division  of 
G>nstruction  and  Engineering,  and  Mr.  W.  D.  Shannon,  superintendent  of 
construction,  are  in  Seatde  engaged  in  starting  the  work  on  the  Wenatchee 
extension,  which  was  temporarily  postponed  last  February.  The  organization  of 
field  parties  to  survey  one  of  the  two  routes  under  consideration  has  been  effected 
and  work  will  commence  in  the  immediate  future.  A  party  composed  of  A..  W. 
Leonard,  president,  Mr.  D.  C.  Barnes,  manager,  Seatde  division,  Mr.  H.  J. 
GiLLE,  sales  manager,  Mr.  G.  E.  Quinan,  chief  electrical  engineer,  and  Mr. 
Shuffleton  left  Seatde  for  Wenatchee  on  June  21  to  examine  the  proposed  routes. 
Construction  will  follow  the  work  of  the  field  engineers.  Local  purchases  for  the  line 
are  being  made  through  the  purchasing  department  of  the  Seatde  division. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  Vacation  Lodge  is  announced  for  July  9,  although 
there  are  already  guests  of  the  company  occupying  the  main  building.  A  number  of 
reservations  have  already  been  made  for  the  summer  covering  the  vacation  period, 
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and  in  every  way  the  scheme  providing  employees  with  a  delightful  outing  place  has 
been  justified.  The  entire  project  has  been  named  Norwood  Lodge,  after  Ma. 
Norwood  W.  Brockett,  tax  agent,  who  has  been  enthusiastic  in  promoting  the  plan 
of  the  vacation  place  at  hakt  Tapps.  The  main  building  has  been  named  Leonard 
Hall,  and  other  buildings  are  to  be  christened  in  honor  of  other  company  officiab. 

Ma.  A.  L.  KsMPSTsa,  formerly  manager  of  the  Seattle  division,  Puget  Sound 
Power  &  Light  Company,  now  general  manager  of  the  New  Orleans  Railway  & 
L^t  Company  arrived  in  Seattle  with  his  family  Tuesday  morning  to  spend  a  part 
of  the  summer. 

Ma.  H.  B.  Sbwall,  manager  of  the  Bellingham  division  of  the  Puget  Sound 
Power  &  Light  Company,  was  a  visitor  at  the  company  offices  in  Seattle  on  June  23. 

The  prospect  of  Seattle  having  a  great  tourist  hotel  seems  nearer  than  at  any  time 
since  it  was  discovered  that  the  local  hotel  accommodations  do  not  meet  with  the 
tourist  demand.  A  company  is  being  formed  that  will  lease  a  block  in  the  heart  of 
the  city  from  the  Metropolitan  Building  Company,  which  leases  a  large  tract  from 
the  University  of  Washington,  of  which  the  proposed  hotel  site  is  a  part.  It  is 
planned  to  build  a  hotel  that  will  cost  between  two  and  three  million  dollars.  A  part 
of  the  block  is  occupied  by  the  Metropolitan  Theatre  and  the  hotel  is  to  be  built 
around  the  theatre  and  on  the  three  other  frontages  of  the  block. 

Sydney,  N.  S.,  June  24 

The  local  fertilizer  plant  which  had  been  operated  at  full  capacity  and  double 
shift  during  the  winter  was  recently  obliged  to  close  down  owing  to  lack  of  slag, 
which  is  supplied  to  them  by  the  Dominion  Iron  &  Steel  Company,  Limited. 

The  conditions  in  the  mining  districts  have  not  materially  changed.  The  output 
is  somewhat  irregular  owing  to  the  limited  markets.  Several  shipments  of  slack  coal 
have  been  made  to  New  England  gas  companies. 

The  Scott  Conciliation  Board,  which  recently  investigated  the  wages  and  condi- 
tions in  the  local  mining  districts,  recommended  a  minimum  datal  wage  rate  of  $3.00. 
This  is  the  same  wage  as  the  company  agreed  to  pay  some  time  ago  but  which  was 
turned  down  by  the  Miners'  Union.  At  present,  the  minimum  datal  wage  paid  is 
^2.85,  as  recommended  by  the  Gillen  Conciliation  Board  held  early  in  the  year.  The 
Commission  also  recommended  improvements  in  the  housing  and  sanitary  condi- 
tions in  the  mining  districts.  It  is  probable  that  the  miners  will  take  a  vote  on  the 
new  Scott  Conciliation  Board  award  the  latter  part  of  this  month. 

The  Steel  Company's  plant  at  Sydney  mines  remains  entirely  closed,  but  the 
plant  of  the  Dominion  Iron  &  Steel  Company  at  Sydney  is  gradually  increasing  its 
output.  It  is  understood  that  they  have  several  small  orders  for  steel  products. 

Conditions  in  wholesale  and  retail  lines  continue  to  be  very  quiet,  and  the  volume 
of  business  handled  is  light. 

There  is  at  present  considerable  activity  in  residential  building  in  Sydney.  Other 
lines  of  building  are  comparatively  dull. 

Residendal  real  estate  in  Sydney  is  at  present  fairly  active. 

Employment  condirions  are  improving  throughout  the  local  districts.  This  im- 
provement is  noticed  chiefly  in  the  farming,  fishing  and  building  construction 
groups.  Mining  conditions  are  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  several  months  past. 
Employment  at  the  local  Sydney  steel  plant  is  improving. 

Messrs.  Williams  and  Shekbuiine,  of  the  auditing  department  are  at  present 
making  an  audit  of  the  company's  books. 
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Miu  J.  B.  BuLLBT,  railway  superinteiidenty  left  oa  June  22,  for  St.  John's,  New- 
fooadlaady  haring  just  received  word  of  the  death  of  his  mother. 

Ma.  Thomas  J.  Bucklct,  who  has  been  in  our  employ  as  general  storekeq>er  and 
electric  express  shipping  derk  for  the  past  several  years,  left  for  Boston  to  accq>t  a 
position  there. 

A  new  steel  stack  at  our  Sydney  power  house  has  recently  been  completed. 

Tacoma,  Wash.,  June  24 

Business  is  good  in  sawmills  and  brisk  in  woodworking  mills.  All  are  running  full 
time  and  the  fiill  number  of  shifts  normally  operated. 

Retail  business  is  only  fair  with  the  exception  of  automobiles.  Deliveries  of 
Fords,  Chevrolets  and  Dodges  have  been  especially  heavy;  more  expensive  cars  are 
moving  slowly.  Wholesale  houses  report  a  quiet  market,  bujring  being  largely  hand- 
to-mouth. 

Receipts  of  the  Tacoma  companies  are  only  fair  at  the  present  time.  If  present 
lumber  conditions  continue  throughout  the  summer,  a  decided  revival  in  business  is 
expected  during  the  winter. 

The  real  estate  market  b  fair,  though  normally  quiet  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
While  no  large  building  projects  are  under  way,  the  building  of  small  houses  is  keep- 
ing up,  and  mostly  in  the  older  parts  of  the  city,  filling  up  vacant  lots.  Much  repair 
work  and  remodeling  of  old  buildings  is  under  way,  so  that  there  b  a  shortage  of 
labor  in  the  building  trades. 

The  marked  improvement  in  labor  conditions  has  resulted  in  an  increase  of  the 
four  L  scale  of  five  cents  an  hour,  the  new  minimum  daily  wage  being  I3.40.  Mill 
men  are  advertbing  for  help  and  their  association  has  made  inquiry  of  the  public 
employment  bureau  of  California  regarding  the  possibility  of  engaging  help  through 
that  office.  Road  building,  reclamation  work  and  building  construction  can  absorb 
all  idle  men  who  wbh  to  work. 

At  the  election  held  June  21  by  the  stockholders  of  the  Citizens  Hotel  Corpora- 
tion of  Tacoma,  Mr.  R.  T.  Sullivan,  manager  of  the  Tacoma  companies,  was 
selected  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  the  term  of  one  year.  The  board 
b  comprised  of  15  members. 

Mr.  Walter  Jackson,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  New  York,  street  railway  expert  and  origi- 
nator of  the  Weekly  Pass,  arrived  in  Tacoma,  June  17,  to  make  an  investigation  of 
local  traffic  conditions  in  connection  with  the  installation  of  the  Weekly  Pass  on  our 
city  lines. 

Ma.  G.  A.  deHaseth,  formerly  manager  of  the  Ponce  Electric  Company,  Ponce, 
Porto  Rico,  arrived  in  Tacoma  on  June  16  for  an  extended  visit. 

CoL.  H.  G.  WiKsoR,  superintendent  of  investigations  and  adjustments  of  the 
Tacoma  companies,  will  be  in  camp  for  two  weeks  during  July  in  command  of  the 
146th  Field  Artillery  at  Camp  Murray,  Washington,  located  about  12  miles  south 
of  Tacoma. 

Mr.  K.  C.  Schluss,  superintendent  of  power  and  equipment,  attended  the  North- 
west Electric  Light  Association  Convention  held  at  Boise,  Idaho,  June  7  to  10. 

Mr.  William  N.  Rinorose,  who  was  transferred  from  the  Bellingham  office,  has 
been  appointed  chief  clerk,  assistant  treasurer's  office,  Tacoma. 

Mr.  John  Hickok,  superintendent  of  railways,  and  Mr.  M.  E.  Williams,  freight 
traffic  agent,  Bellingham  diviuon,  were  vbitors  at  the  Tacoma  office  on  June  21. 

A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  by  office  employees  and  offidab  at  the  enter- 
tainment and  supper  dance  given  on  June  9,  at  the  Bay  View  Lodge,  by  the  Work 
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and  Play  Clnb,  recently  organized  by  employees  of  the  Tacoma  companies.  There 
were  145  in  attendance. 

Following  the  custom  of  past  years,  the  Tacoma  Railway  and  Power  G>mpany 
entertained  the  G>mmission  Safety  Scouts  of  the  Public  Schools  at  the  Annual 
Safety  Scout  Picnic  at  Spanaway  Park^  Saturday,  June  17.  The  students  of  each 
school  who  were  guests  at  this  picnic  were  those  adjudged  to  have  shown  the 
greatest  interest  in  Safety  throughout  the  school  year.  Besides  the  students,  the 
principals  and  two  teachers  or  members  of  the  Parent  Teachers  Association  were 
invited  to  attend.  Free  transportation  to  and  from  the  park  was  provided  and  a 
luncheon  served. 

On  June  17,  the  official  1911  opening  of  the  Rainier  National  Park  was  celebrated 
by  a  floral  automobile  parade  in  Tacoma,  preceding  the  trip  into  the  park.  The 
mayors  of  Portland,  Seattle  and  Tacoma,  as  well  as  the  Governor  of  the  state,  par- 
ticipated in  the  celebration.  One  of  the  chief  events  of  the  Park  season  will  be  the 
fifth  annual  ski  tournament  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Park  Ski  Club  on 
July  2,  3,  and  4.  Paradise  Valley  in  the  Rainier  Park,  and  Finse,  Norway,  are  the 
only  two  places  in  the  world  where  ski  tournaments  can  be  held  in  the  summer 
months. 

Tampa,  Fla.,  June  22 

The  cigar  industry  is  now  operating  at  about  seventy  per  cent  of  normal,  with 
about  six  or  eight  of  the  largest  factories  emplojring  full  forces.  Conditions  have  been 
improving  steadily  in  this  industry  for  several  weeks.  Fertilizer  factories  are  active 
and  another  factory  is  a  prospect  within  a  short  time. 

An  association  of  local  manufacturers  has  recently  been  formed  and  is  quite  ac- 
tive in  promoting  sales  of  various  articles  made  in  Tampa. 

Business  through  the  port  of  Tampa  has  been  making  substantial  improvement — 
phosphate,  lumber  and  naval  stores  being  the  principal  items  of  export. 

Despite  the  October  storm  and  the  long  drought  of  the  spring  of  1922,  prospects 
lor  a  good  citrus  fruit  crop  are  excellent.  The  trees,  with  the  exception  of  those  im- 
mediately bordering  the  Gulf,  are  in  good  condition,  and  there  is  some  June  bloom. 
$50,000^00  was  received  for  Florida  fruits  and  vegetables  during  the  season  recently 
dosed. 

Retail  merchants  report  slightly  improved  conditions  during  the  past  couple  of 
weeks.  Normally,  this  is  a  dull  season  because  of  the  large  number  of  residents  who 
leave  the  city  for  the  summer. 

Railway  department  earnings  show  a  decrease,  due  principally  to  closing  down 
of  the  shipyard.  Lighting  department  earnings  show  about  the  normal  rate  of  in- 
crease for  the  first  part  of  the  month.  Future  business  conditions  should  show  im- 
provement within  a  short  time  due  to  the  construction  of  country  roads  under  the 
Ijpoopoo  bond  issue  voted  June  20.  Cigar  manufacturing  normally  increases  dur- 
ing the  early  fall  months  on  account  of  holiday  orders,  and  the  return  of  residents 
who  have  left  the  city  for  the  summer  assists  in  making  business  more  active. 

For  the  past  couple  of  years  real  estate  has  been  more  active  in  Tampa  during  the 
summer  months  than  the  remainder  of  the  year.  This  summer  has  not  been  so  good, 
but  it  is  felt  that  conditions  are  improving  and  the  bond  issue  for  good  roads  is 
expected  to  stimulate  sales  of  property  throughout  the  county,  particularly  where 
the  new  hard-surfaced  roads  are  constructed. 

Building  activities  are  confined  principally  to  the  construction  of  homes,  most  of 
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these  being  in  the  taburbt,  particularly  in  the  aecdcmt  between  the  city  limits  and 
Sulphur  Springs  and  south  throughout  the  Interbay  Peninsula. 

Employment  conditions  have  been  improving  since  winter  transients  left  the 
dty  in  the  late  spring. 

The  weather  for  June  has  been  unusually  dry,  the  deficiency  in  rainfall  establish- 
ing a  new  record  for  the  month  of  June  to  date. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Hanlon,  Ja.,  manager,  visited  the  Boston  office  during  June. 

Ma.  F.  E.  Flbtchsr,  assistant  to  the  manager,  left  Tampa,  June  2,  to  attend  the 
Rotary  Gmvention  in  Los  Angeles,  and  the  annual  Gmvention  of  Shriners  in  San 
Francisco,  to  which  latter  convention  he  was  a  delegate.  Ma.  FLsrcHsa  afterwards 
made  a  short  visit  with  relatives  in  Oregon  and  will  return  to  Tampa  the  first  of 
Jdy. 

A  class  composed  of  employees  of  the  meter  department  under  the  supervision 
of  Ma.  W.  D.  Hbarnb,  meets  every  Thursday  evening  for  the  study  of  meters. 

The  Public  Relations  Club,  composed  of  department  heads,  continues  to  hold 
semi-monthly  luncheons  to  discuss  matters  of  interest,  betterment  of  service  and 
public  relations. 

Mr.  Edward  Brown,  assistant  to  the  superintendent  of  transportation  of  the 
Jacksonville  Traction  G>mpany,  spent  several  days  in  Tampa  in  a  study  of  Bimey 
cars  and  their  operation. 

Mr.  C.  T.  Sinolbtary,  a  painter  at  the  car  house,  fell  from  a  scaffolding  while 
painting  the  roof  of  the  car  house,  sustaining  injuries  which  resulted  in  his  death 
shortly  after  he  reached  the  hospital. 

Mr.  J.  Connor  Lamb,  sales  manager  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Electric  Company, 
spent  several  days  in  Tampa  during  June  visiting  relatives. 

Mr.  L.  a.  Sargbnt,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Saroent  and  small  son,  left  via  auto- 
mobile for  Texas  on  a  short  vacation  trip. 

Messrs.  E.  P.  Owen  and  P.  J.  Hunt,  of  the  power  station  organization,  are  en- 
joying vacations — ^Mr.  Owen  with  his  family  touring  Georgia  and  Mr.  and  Mas. 
Hunt  spending  a  month  with  relatives  in  Michigan. 

WooNsocKBT,  R.  L,  June  26 

On  May  29,  the  Woonsocket  Gas  and  Electric  Employees'  Club  held  a  stag  party 
in  Elk's  HalL  Several  company  officials  from  Pawtudcet  and  a  number  of  local  busi- 
ness men  were  our  guests  on  this  occasion.  A  lively  entertainment  was  provided, 
consisting  of  a  snappy  chorus  and  dialect  recitations  by  various  members  of  the 
club,  several  pleasing  vocal  solos  by  Mr.  Harold  Keefe  of  the  accounting  depart- 
ment, and  a  demonstration  of  mind  reading  by  Mr.  James  Mulcahy,  who  was  very 
ably  assisted  by  Messrs.  Harry  Greenhaloh,  from  a  vantage  point  under  the 
table,  and  Anson  Wheblocr  from  the  floor.  The  feature  of  the  evening  was  a  series 
of  bouts  between  local  leather  pushers.  The  milling  was  lively,  and  the  shouts  of  en- 
couragement received  from  the  spectators  were  well  deserved.  Hot  dogs  and  coffee 
satisfied  the  inner  man  and  everybody  conceded  that  the  evening  was  well  spent. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Miluken  and  family  attended  the  Commencement  exercises  of  the 
University  of  Maine. 

A  number  of  employees  were  the  guests  of  the  Gas  &  Electric  Club  of  Pawtucket 
at  their  June  6  meeting,  to  hear  Ma.  Edgar,  of  the  Boston  office,  and  to  witness  the 
minstrel  show  put  on  by  the  employees  of  the  Pawtucket  division. 

C.  B.  Hbaly,  accountant,  secretary  of  the  local  Kiwanis  Club  was  selected  as  one 
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of  the  delegates  to  the  National  G>nventioii  of  Kiwanis  Clube  held  in  Toronto^ 
Canada,  the  week  of  June  19. 

The  Woonsocket  Gat  and  Electric  Employees'  Club  held  its  last  supper  and  meet- 
ing of  the  season  on  June  7,  in  the  club  rooms.  Supper  was  served  by  the  house 
committee  after  which  the  annual  election  of  officers  was  held,  resulting  in  the  fol- 
lowing slate  of  officers  for  the  coming  year:  president,  Leo  F.  Ybtman;  vice-presi- 
dent, Orville  Jennison;  treasurer,  William  Wheelock;  secretary,  T.  Haeold 
Keefe.  To  serve  on  the  board  of  governors  two  years,  W.  Orrell  Davis  and  Far- 
QUHAR  W.  Smith.  To  serve  on  the  board  of  governors  for  one  year,  Qmer  Char- 
PENTiER  and  Louis  Cayer.  J.  P.  Ingle,  of  the  Haverhill  Gas  Light  Company  then 
addressed  us  on  "Putting  New  Wine  In  Old  Bottles,"  a  delineation  of  some  of  the 
problems  con^nting  a  public  utility  corporation,  and  an  outline  of  their  possible 
solution.  Dancing  followed  Mr.  Ingle's  talk.  Mr.  H.  T.  Edgar,  of  the  Boston  office 
was  a  guest. 

One  of  the  most  disastrous  fires,  in  the  history  of  the  city,  occurred  on  the  morn- 
ing of  June  10,  completely  destroying  the  Crowell  and  Buell  Buildings  and  doing 
considerable  damage  to  the  Buckland  and  Clark  Buildings.  Help  was  called  from 
outside  cities  to  assbt  the  local  firemen.  The  top  floor  of  the  Buckland  and  Clark 
Building  was  entirely  gutted.  As  a  result  our  No.  2  station,  which  is  located  in  the 
basement,  was  deluged  with  water.  This  station  is  the  distributing  center  for  the 
entire  lighting  system  of  the  Woonsocket  division.  Prompt  work  on  the  part  of  com- 
pany employees  in  covering  up  much  of  the  apparatus,  prevented  a  greater  loss.  In 
view  of  the  serious  nature  of  the  fire,  the  interruption  to  the  lighting  service  was  of 
very  short  duration,  and  many  commendations  have  been  received  by  the  company 
for  its  promptness  in  restoring  service.  Our  club  rooms,  adjoining  the  station,  were 
considerably  damaged  by  water. 

F.  K.  Simmons,  industrial  service  engineer,  recently  made  a  short  trip  to  New 
London  and  Middletown  in  connection  with  power  development. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Milliren  recently  spent  about  a  week  in  New  Hampshire  making  a 
special  power  survey  of  the  territory  for  the  Boston  office. 
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Administration  of  the  New  Era  is  a  pamphlet  published  by 
George  H.  Ellis  Company  and  sent  to  as  with  their  compli- 
ments. It  tells  a  story  of  President  Harding  and  the  mem- 
bers of  his  cabinet,  including  also  his  Inaugural  Address. 
Those  who  are  interested  in  knowing  how  people  rise  to  the 
highest  offices  will  find  this  publication  very  much  to  the 
point.  It  will  also  be  referred  to  as  giving  a  list  corrected  to 
the  change  of  Postmaster-General  from  Will  H.  Hays  to 
Hubert  Work. 

Cornell  Alumni  Directory  dated  May  15,  1922,  is  typical  of 
what  we  hope  to  receive  from  a  dozen  different  universities 
and  colleges,  as  we  have  frequent  call  to  refer  to  such  a  list  of 
graduates.  When  Boston  has  its  "Community  Catalogue," 
which  has  been  talked  about  for  a  year  or  more,  it  is  likely 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  look  around  the  comer,  as  it  were, 
for  alumni  directories  that  it  is  not  practicable  for  us  to  have 
up-to-date  in  our  own  collection. 

Economics  of  Electrical  Distribution y  by  P.  O.  Reyneau  and 
H.  P.  Seelye.  In  the  design,  construction  and  operation  of  an 
electrical  distribution  system,  the  goal  should  be  to  provide 
all  consumers  with  good  service  at  the  least  possible  cost  for 
the  system  as  a  whole.  The  desired  results  may  be  accom- 
plished in  part  by  a  careful  application  of  the  principles  of 
economics  to  all  parts  of  the  system.  This  book  outlines  these 
economic  principles  and  their  method  of  application  in  a  very 
comprehensive  manner.  A  large  number  of  typical  problems 
are  cited  in  detail,  and  equations  or  formulae  for  the  ready 
solution  of  each  problem.  The  scope  of  the  work  covered  by 
this  book  is  very  complete.  The  treatise  should  be  of  particu- 
lar interest  to  the  operating  engineer. — R,  R.  W. 

The  Americanization  of  Edward  Bok,  autobiography  of  the 
Dutch  boy  50  years  after,  is  a  stimulating  book  which  we 
have  in  our  library  and  which  is  in  considerable  demand.  If 
you  wish  to  read  it,  put  your  name  down  on  the  waiting  list. 

Directory  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Sciences  and 
Affiliated  Societies,  1922  ,  is  a  book  we  are  likely  to  consult 
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in  order  to  follow  up  Who^s  Who  in  Science.  In  this  connec- 
tion, it  would  be  well  to  mention  that  the  Special  Libraries 
Association  of  Boston  has  a  Committee  at  work  upon  get- 
ting facts  as  to  how  to  locate  the  addresses  of  people  difficult 
to  find.  Special  attention  is  being  given  to  associations  that 
have  no  other  headquarters  than  the  home  of  the  secretary. 
If  interested  in  this  project,  please  communicate  with  our 
Library  Department — particularly  if  you  are  able  and  willing 
to  help  in  a  somewhat  formidable  undertaking. 

Catalogue  of  Association  Booklets y  published  by  Portland 
Cement  Association.  This  is  a  31  page,  3x6  booklet,  which 
gives  descriptive  insight  into  many  books  and  pamphlets  on 
concrete.  It  does  not  appear  to  deal  with  reinforced  concrete, 
but,  by  consulting  the  index,  one  will  find  that  there  are 
about  one  hundred  different  uses  referred  to.  What  a  fine 
thing  it  will  be,  when  booklets  are  issued  for  all  the  products 
we  have  need  for:  wood,  iron,  hardware,  etc.,  etc.  There  is  a 
movement  afoot  that  may  hasten  the  date  when  these  will 
be  forthcoming.  Meantime,  this  little  booklet  affords  a 
standard  that  others  may  do  well  to  follow. 

McGraw-Hill  Book  Company  has  recently  published  a  1922 
catalogue  in  which  the  blue  pages,  to  the  number  of  56,  sup- 
plement the  main  body  of  the  book  containing  the  publica- 
tions of  previous  years.  It  has  copious  indexes  for  both 
sections  and  is  a  useful  guide  to  reference  books  in  the 
engineering  field. 

Poor's  Rating  Service,  What  is  it.  What  it  does,  Why  you 
should  use  it,  is  described  in  a  ten  page  leaflet  issued  by 
Poor's  Publishing  Company,  23  Broadway,  New  York.  This 
service  is  a  revival  of  the  effort  that  was  made  in  1916  when 
business  was  so  disorganized  and  there  was  such  violent 
fluctuation  in  the  stock  market  that  it  was  abandoned  until 
this  year.  Meantime,  the  company  has  been  using  the  service 
privately  so  that  there  is  now  ample  preparation  for  putting 
It  on  the  market. 

From  time  to  time  the  Library  is  asked  for  a  map  of  the 
United  States.  Hammond's  Comprehensive  Map  of  the  United 
States  with  parts  of  Canada  and  Mexico,  showing  railroads. 
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can  be  handed  out  in  response  to  such  a  request.  Substan- 
tially all  our  other  maps  of  the  United  States  are  contained 
in  atlases.  On  the  back  of  this  is  a  population  list  for  /9/0, 
hence  to  be  used  advisedly. 

The  results  of  the  Convention  of  Managers  and  Secretaries 
that  was  held  at  this  office,  October,  1921,  are  being  put  in 
pamphlet  form  and  copies  may  be  seen  at  the  Library. 

The  following  is  a  list  to  date: 

"The  Safety  Car  to  Date'*,  Mr.  George  H.  Clifford;  "Ad- 
vertising  to  Increase  Street  Car  Riding,'*  Mr.  Richard  T. 
Sullivan;  "Improving  Relations  Between  Trainmen  and 
Passengers,"  Mr.Thomas  J.Hanlon;  "Newspaper  Publicity," 
Mr.  Thomas  L.  Small;  "Employees'  Education,"  Mr.  Alfred 
F.  Townsend;  "Getting  Back  to  Prosperity,"  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Stone;  "An  Organization  of  Friends,"  Mr.  Edwin  S.  Web- 
ster; "The  Probable  Future  of  Public  Utilities,"  Mr.  Russell 
Robb;  "Frankness  and  Patience,"  Mr.  George  J.  Baldwin; 
"Our  Financial  Difficulties  During  the  War,"  Mr.  Edwin  S. 
Webster;  "Centralized  Public  Utility  Management,"  Mr. 
Henry  G.  Bradlee;  "Transforming  Public  Opinion,"  Mr. 
Samuel  M.  Kennedy;  "The  Little  Things,"  Mr.  H.  A.  Lem- 
mon;  "Public  Relations,"  Mr.  C.  W.  Kellogg;  "The  Com- 
mittee  of  One  Hundred,"  Mr.  Henry  R.  Hayes;  "Our  Busi- 
ness and  the  Outsider,"  Mr.  J.  P.  Ingle;  "Relations  of  the 
Managers  to  the  Firm,"  Mr.  A.  Stuart  Pratt;  "District  Co- 
operation," Mr.  Luke  C.  Bradley;  "Employees'  Clubs,"  Mr. 
Harry  T.  Edgar;  "Group  Insurance,"  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Nute; 
"Internal  Co-operation  in  El  Paso,"  Mr.  Alba  H.  Warren; 
"Department  Head  Conferences,"  Mr.  William  E.  Wood; 
"The  Statistics  Department,"  Mr.  Nathan  H.  Daniels; 
"Training  Employees,"  Mr.  John  A.  Hunnewell;  "Improv- 
ing Public  Relations,"  Mr.  Alfred  S.  Nichols;  "Activity  in 
Local  Business  Organizations,"  Mr.  Claude  C.  Curtis. 

Consolidated  Subject  Index  to  the  Annual  Reports  and  Water 
Resources  Papers  is  published  by  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  Dominion  of  Canada.  The  general  plan  of  this  index 
has  been  to  refer  to  principal  subjects  only,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  k^pt  within  such  limits  as  will  allow  of  its  annual 
revision  to  include  recent  publications.  It  is  not  a  gazetteer 
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of  individual  rivers  and  developments — for  these  refer  in 
general  to  the  province  in  which  they  are  situated  and  the 
index  in  the  volumes  stated  will  give  any  details  available. 

Government  Owned  and  Controlled  compared  with  Pri- 
vately Owned  and  Regulated  Electric  Utilities  is  what  we 
call  the  Murray  6f  Flood  Report^  which  came  this  spring  but 
was  in  such  demand  that  Library  did  not  finally  get  it  for 
cataloguing  for  about  three  months.  It  is  a  publication  of 
over  200  pages,  with  maps,  diagrams,  tables,  and  altogether 
a  publication  that  goes  to  the  bottom  of  the  question  dis- 
cussed. 
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Library  of  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc. 
Recent  Accessions 

(lo)  Civil  Engineeuno 
164    The  improvement  of  the  St.  Lawrence  from  the  viewpoint  of  private  capital. 
H.  L.  Cooper.  1922.  up,  9x12,  iUus.  A^o732.C7853im 

265  St.  Lawrence  waterway:  report  of  the  United  States  and  Canadian  Govern- 

ment Engineers  on  the  improvement  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  from  Mon- 
treal to  Lake  Ontario  made  to  the  International  Joint  Commission — supple- 
mentary to  Senate  Document  No.  11 4,  67th  Congress,  2d  Session.  Senate 
Document  No.  179.  Wash.,  1922.  I04p,  6x9.  ♦6800.0732SI3 

266  Daily  river  stages  at  river  gage  stations  on  the  principal  rivers  of  the  United 

States,  VoL  XVIII,  for  the  year  1920  .  .  .  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Weather  Bureau.  Wash.,  1922.  i82p,  9x1 1}.  *688i.R524,i92o 

(20)  Electrical  Engineering 

267  A  simple  harmonic  analyser.  V.  Bush.  An  electromechanical  device  for  rapid 
schedule  harmonic  analysis  of  complex  wave.  F.  S.  Dellinbaugh,  Jr.  Align- 
ment chart  for  circular  and  hyperbolic  functions  of  a  complex  aigument  in 
rectangular  coordinators.  V.Bush.  Publications  of  the  Massachusetts  Insti- 
tute of  Technology — contribution  from  Electrical  Engineering  Research 
Division.  Serial  No.  28.  Jan.,  1922.  ifp,  9x12.  A^o7i.B9635 

268  A  mechanical  frequency-meter  of  telephonic  range.  A.  E.  Kennelly  and  C.  H. 

Manneback.  Boston,  1922.  lop,  6x9.  A^o7i6.K39lm 

269  Radio  instruments  and  measurements.  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Standards,  Circular  No. 

74.  Issued  March  23, 1918.  Wash.,  1918. 34IP,  7x10.  ♦6898.C74 

270  Drawing  200,000  horse-power  from  the  Mississippi  River  .   .   .  [In]  Elec- 

trical Wonders  of  the  World,  Part  15.  F.  A.  Talbot.  (3i)p,  8x11,  illus. 
^o732.Ti429 

27 1  Reports  of  the  Joint  General  Committee  of  the  National  Electric  Light  Asso- 

ciation and  Bell  Telephone  System  on  physical  relations  between  electric 
light  and  signal  systems.  Edition  of  May  15, 1922.  New  York,  1922. 8p,  6x9. 
♦6921.0711P 

272  Report  of  Electrical  Apparatus  Committee,  Technical  National  Section.  A.  H. 

Lawton  and  others.  [Presented  at  the  forty-fifth  convendon  of  the  National 
Electric  Light  Association,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  May  15-19, 1922.]  New 
York,  1922.  6ip,  8x11,  illus.  ♦6921. 071  ap.  1922 

273  Report  of  Hydraulic  Committee,  Technical  National  Section.  M.  Cheever  and 

others.  [Presented  at  the  forty-fifth  convention  of  the  National  Electric 
Light  Association,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  May  15-19, 1922.]  New  York,  1922. 
51P,  8x11,  illus.  *692i.o732h 

(40)  Mining 

274  Report  of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  on  the  Pacific  Coast  petroleum  in- 

dustry: Part  II. — ^Prices  and  competitive  conditions,  Nov.  28, 1921.  Wash., 
1922.  262P,  6x9,  map.  ♦6892.P448JPt.2 

275  Coal:  Its  properties,  analysis,  classification,  geology,  extraction,  uses  and  dis- 

tribution. E.  S.  Moore.  New  York  [CI922].  462P,  6x9,  illus.  ♦075.M7822 

276  The  Monroe  gas  field— Ouachita,  Morehouse  and  Union  Parishes,  Louisiana 

.  .  .  State  of  Louisiana,  Department  of  Conservation.  Bulletin  No.  9, 
July,  i92i»  New  Orleans,  1921. 99P,  6x9,  illus,  maps.  ♦3909.B9 
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(73)  Ikdustrial 

277  Workers'  education:  American  and  foreign  experiments.  Arthur  Gleason. 

Bureau  of  Industrial  Research.  New  York  (C1921].  62p,  6x9.  *6839.In29am 

278  The  Industrial  Council  Plan  in  Great  Britain.  .    .   .  G)mpiled  by  the  Bureau 

of  Industrial  Research.  Wash.  [C1919I.  132P,  6x9.  *6839.In29w 

279  The  coal  war  in  Britain:  a  study  of  working^^dass  economics  and  trade  union 

organization.  (April-June,  1921.)  Herbert  Traccy.  Bureau  of  Industrial 
Research.  New  York,  1921.  5op,  6x9.  *6839.In29st 

280  Papers  relating  to  service,  publicity  and  education.  G.  H.  Clifford,  R.  T.  Sulli- 

van  and  others  before  the  convention  of  managers  and  executives  of  the 
Management  Division  of  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.,  held  in  Boston,  Oct.  10-18, 
1921. 4ip,  6x9.  ♦605.C769 

(75)  Annual  Reports 

281  Third  annual  convention  of  the  American  Gas  Association,  1921 :  accounting 

section  (i4ip);  commercial  section  (i90p);  general  session  (232P);  manu« 
facturers  section  (74p);  technical  section  (595p).  New  York,  nd.  5^x8}. 
•6961.    i92ia.vol.3  .   .   .  etc. 

282  Twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth  annual  reports  (seasons  of  1920  and  1921) 

of  the  Boston  Floating  Hospital  Boston,  1922. 64P,  6x8.  *i46i.F65.i92o&2i 

(76)  Legal 

283  State  regulation  ofmotor  vehicle  common  carriers  .   .   .  Motor  Vehicle  Con- 

ference  Committee.  New  York,  1922. 7p,  8ixi  i.  ♦03121.M8577 

284  General  rules  and  regulations:  bays,  sounds  and  lakes  other  than  the  Great 

Lakes,  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Supervising  Inspectors  as  amended  at 
Board  meeting  of  Jan.,  1922 — amendments  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
Commerce.  Edition  of  April  7, 1922.  Department  of  Conunerce,  Steamboat 
Inspection  Service.  Wash.,  1922. 150P,  6x9.  *6890.St3 1.0294 

(77)  UnLlTIES 

285  Report  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Utilities  for  the 

year  ending  Dec.  31, 1921.  Halifax,  1922. 376p,  7x10.  *728o.P96.i92i 

286  Public  Utilities  Reports:  containing  decisions  of  the  Public  Service  Commis- 

sions and  of  State  and  Federal  Courts.  1922A.  Public  Utilities  Reports,  Inc., 
Rochester,  1922. 975p,  7x10.  *035.L449.i922A 

(90)  Sources  or  Information 

287  Register  of  graduates:  Simmons  College  Bulletin.  Vol.  XV,  No.  6,  Pt.  2,  May, 

1922.  Boston,  1922.  68p,  6x8}.  *i46i.Si47g.i922 

288  Caulogue  of  Dartmouth  College  .    .    .   1921-1922.  Dartmouth  College  Bui- 

Ictin.  Dec.,  1921.  Hanover,  1921.  228p,  5x8.  ♦093.D2557.1921-22 

289  Twenty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  associated  Harvard  clubs,  June  16-17, 

1922 — reports  of  officers  and  committees.  Supplement  to  Harvard  Alumni 
Bulletin,  May  25, 1922.  5ip,  7x10.  *i445.H26al.i922 

290  Boston  University:  the  Year  Book,  1 921-22.  Boston  University  Bulletin.  Sept. 

10, 1921.  Boston,  1921. 425P,  6x9.  *093.B6577un.i922 

291  Catalogue  of  Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Mass.  1921-1922.  Andover,  1922. 

94p.  5Jx8.  ♦o93J>539.i92i-i2 

292  BuUerin  of  Yale  University:  general  catalogue,  1921-22.  New  Haven,  1922. 

72op,  5ix8i.  ♦093.Y1 2. 1921-22 
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293  G>rael]  Alumni  Directory:  containing  the  foundation,  history,  and  govern- 

ment of  the  University,  the  principal  alumni  organizations  .  .  .  May  15, 
1922.  Ithaca,  1922.  582P,  6x9.  *093.C8i.i922 

294  The  Register,  1920-21 — ComeU  University  Official  Publication.  Vol.  XII,  No. 

17.  Ithaca,  1921. 359P,  6x9.  ♦o93.C8ir.  1920-21 

295  University  of  Illinois  annual  register,  I92i-i922«  University  of  Illinois  Bulle- 

tin. Feb.  27, 1922.  Vol.  XIX,  No.  26.  Urbana,  1922.  57ip,  6x9.  ♦o93.Un3. 
1921-22 

296  Handbook  of  the  American  Economic  Association,  1922.  The  American 

Economic  Review.  VoL  XII,  No.  2 — supplement — ^June,  1922.  St.  Albans, 
1922.  loop,  6x9.  *6992.M5i.i922 

297  Year  book — ^American  Chamber  of  G>mmerce  in  France,  1922.  Paris,  1922. 

183P,  6x9.  *8iio.Am35.i922 

298  A  list  of  American  doctoral  dissertations  printed  in  1920.  .   .   .  Library  of 

G>ngress.  Wash.,  1922. 179P,  6x9.  *68o8.096am.i92o 

299  List  of  publications  of  the  Department  of  G>ngres8  available  for  distribution. 

2oth  ed..  May  i,  1922.  Wash.,  1922. 87p,  6x9.  *6890.096.5/i/22 

300  The  Heart  of  New  England :  map  showing  towns,  cities  and  population  of  1 9 1  o; 

also,  a  practical  map  of  Boston — clear,  complete,  accurate,  thoroughly  in- 
dexed—scale  400ft.  to  the  inch.  The  Bullard  G>.  Boston,  nd.  37x44.  Vxooo, 
B8728.061 

301  The  New  England  Business  Directory  and  Gazetteer  for  1922.  .    .   .  Samp- 

son &  Murdock  Co.  Boston  [C1922].  2442P,  6^x10.  *093.N42.i922 

302  American  newspaper  annual  and  directory:  a  catalogue  of  American  news- 

papers .  .  .  1922.  Published  by  N.  W.  Ayer  &  Son.  Philadelphia  [C1922]. 
1367?*  6JX9J.  fl*093.Ay2.i922 

303  The  administration  of  a  new  era.  President  Harding's  Inaugural  address,  with 

a  brief  account  of  the  past  careers  and  characteristics  of  the  president,  vice- 
president,  and  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  to  whose  collective  wisdom  the 
post-war  problems  of  the  United  Srates  have  been  committed  for  solution. 
.  .  .  Published  by  Geo.  H.  Ellis  Co.,  Inc.,  Boston,  [C1922].  48p,  7x1 1 ,  illus. 
*68ooJl2i99in 

Miscellaneous 

304  The  American  Bureau  of  Welding:  the  advisory  board  on  welding,  research 

and  standardization  of  the  American  Welding  Society  and  of  the  Division  of 
Engineering  of  the  National  Research  Council.  New  York,  1921.  24p,  7x10. 
♦6956.072 

305  Cotton  production  .   .   .   1921.  United  States  Bureau  of  Census.  Wash., 

1922. 35p,6x9.  *689i.Bi4oa.i92i 
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July 
July 

July 
July 
July 
July  lo, 
July  I 
July  1 
July  I 

July  I 

Aug. 

Aug. 


Aug. 


Coupons  and  Dividends  Due 

Per  Cent. 

Baton  Rouge  Electric  G)mpany,  73  (G)upon  Notes),  1923 3!^ 

Blackstone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  G)mpany,  5s,  1939 2}4 

Cape  Breton  Electric  Company,  Ltd.,  58, 1932 2y4 

Columbus  Electric  Company,  6s  (Coupon  Notes),  1922  (Principal 

also  due) 3 

Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Company,  2nd  Preferred  Stock  7  per 

cent. 3K 

Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  5s,  1956 2}4 

Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent 3 

'Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 2 

Electric^Light  &  Power  Company  of  Abington  and  Rockland,  The, 

7s  (Coupon  Notes),  1923 3K 

Electric  Light  &  Power  Company  of  Abington  and  Rockland,  The, 

Capital  Stock,  8  per  cent 4 

El  Paso  Electric  Company,  5s,  1932 2}4 

El  Paso  Electric  Company,  7s,  Series  A  (Coupon  Notes),  1925 3!^ 

*Haverhill  Gas  Light  Company,  Capital  Stock,  9  per  cent 2}4 

Houghton  County  Electric  Light  Company,  5s,  1927 2y4 

Houghton  County  Traction  Company,  5s,  1937 2y4 

Keokuk  Electric  Railway  &  Power  Company,  5s,  1925 2)4 

Mississippi  River  Power  Company,  5s,  1951 2)4 

'Mississippi  River  Power  Company,  Preferred  Stock jy4 

New  London  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  The,  $9^  1933 2)4 

Northern  Texas  Electric  Company,  5s,  1940 2>^ 

Northern  Texas  Traction  Company,  5s,  1933 2)4 

Paducah  Electric  Company,  5s  (Series  A),  1924 2y4 

Paducah  Electric  Company,  6s  (Series  B),  1924 3 

Pawtucket  Electric  Company,  5s,  1938 2)4 

*Ponce  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  7  per  cent ifi 

Reno  Power,  Light  and  Water  Company,  6s,  1944 3 

Savannah  Electric  Company,  5s,  1952 2)4 

Savannah  Electric  and  Power  Company  8  per  cent  Debenture 

Stock,  (Series  A) 2 

^Savannah,  Thunderbolt  and  Isle  of  Hope  Railway,  The,  4s,  1 947 ...  i 

Sydney  and  Glace  Bay  Railway  Company,  Ltd.,  5s,  1932 2)4 

Woonsocket  Electric  Machine  and  Power  Company^  4>^s,  1931 . . .  2)i 

El  Paso  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent 3 

Keokuk  Electric  Company,  6s,  1923 3 

*Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent .  i )4 

*Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  Prior  Preference  Stock,  7 

percent ifi 

Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  Common  Stock i 

Baton  Rouge  Electric  Company,  5s,  1939  2)4 

*Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Brockton,  Capdal 

Stock,  10  per  cent 2y4 

*Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company,  Capital  Stock,  1 2  per  cent   3 


•Payable  quarterly. 
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Per  Cent. 
Aug.    I,     Galveston-Houston  Electric  Company,  78  (Coupon  Notes),  Series 

A  and  Series  B,  1925 3K 

Aug.    I,     Galveston-Houston  Electric  Company,  Ss  (Coupon  Notes),  1926  4 

Aug.    I,     Houston  Electric  Company,  5s,  1925 2>^ 

Aug.    I,     Key  West  Electric  Company,  The,  5s,  1956     2>^ 

Aug.    I,   *Lowell  Electric  Light  Corporation,  The,  Capital  Stock,  10  per  cent  %yi 

Aug.    I,     Pensacola  Electric  Company,  5s,  1931   %yi 

Aug.    I,   ♦Public  Service  Investment  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent  .  iX 

Aug.    I,     Public  Service  Investment  Company,  Common  Stock i 

Aug.    I,     Puget  Sound  Electric  Railway,  5s,  1932 ^yi 

Aug.    I,     Railway  &  Light  Securities  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent  3 

Aug.    I,     Railway  &  Light  Securities  Company,  Common  Stock,  6  per  cent.  3 

Aug.    I,     Seattle  Electric  Company,  The,  58, 1929  2>^ 

Aug.    I,     Seattle  Electric  Company,  The,  5s,  1930 lyi 

Aug.    I,   *Sierra  Pacific  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent \yi 

Aug.  1 5,   *Keokuk  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent   iK 

Aug.  15,   *Tampa  Electric  Company,  Capital  Stock,  10  per  cent ^M 

♦Payable  quarterly. 

Dividend  rates  based  on  the  last  declaration. 
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Quotations  on  Securities 

oS 
Companies  under  Stone  &  Webster  Management 

"July  2Sy  1922, 

The  SeoiritiM  Department  executee  ordert  00  commlMion  for  those  witUat  to  porehate  or  tell. 
Reqvesu  for  information  In  retard  to  the  companies  will  be  answered  promptly. 


BONDS 

PREF.  STOCK 

COMMON  STOCK 

COMPANY 

Int.       Price 
Rate    and  Int. 

DiT. 

Rate 

Price 

DlT. 

Rate 

Price 

\tlt:^^J^    {Nou.M.m3 

7% 

lOOK 

No 

Pref 

8% 

125 

Baton  Rouge          j  Bonds,  1939 
Elcc  Co.               (  Notes.  Jan.,  1923 

a 

89 

lis 

6% 

86 

10% 

115 

Blackstone  VaUey  Gas  &  Elcc.  Co. 

(Common  Stock  par  value  $50) 

;% 

96K 

•6% 

90 

10% 

nyi 

Cape  Breton  Elec  Co.,  Ltd. 

5% 

85 

6% 

63 

12 

Central  Mississippi  Valley  Electric 
Properties 

No 

Bonds 

73 

10 

Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Franklin  Coal  Co. 
(Common  Stock  par  value  $10) 

♦6% 

t90 

10% 

t23 

Columbus  Elec  &  Power  Co. 

6% 

98 

•7%  1st 
♦7%  2d 

98K 
88 

75 

Columbus  Power  Co.,  The 

5% 

95M 

Connecticut  Power  Co.,  The 

s% 

93 

♦6% 

89 

8% 

ISO 

Connecticut  Valley     (  Serial  Bonds 
Lumber  Co.               June.'23-'34 

6% 

100 
96K 

Eastern  Texas       j  Bonds.  1942 
Elec  Co.              1  Notes.  May.  1925 

5S 

91 
101 

♦6% 

83 

8% 

91 

EcyyonElecIllg.         i  Bonds.  1930 
Co.  of  Brockton       \  ^^^  *^^" 

s% 

100 

No 

Pref 

10% 

tl78 

ElPasoElecCo.      { K'lV'l/ 

51 

93 
101 

6% 

85 

10% 

123 

Fall  River  Gas  Works  Co. 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

12% 

xtl94 

Galveston  Elec  Co. 

s% 

87 

Galveston-Houston     j  Notes.  Aug..  1925 
Elcc  Co.                       Notes.  Feb..  1926 

8% 

101 
100 

♦6% 

77  B 

34! 

Galveston-Houston  Elec  Ry.  Co. 

s% 

87 

No 

Pref 

Haverhill  Gas  Light  Co. 

(Stock  par  Talne  $50) 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

9% 

82 

Houghton  County  Elec      (  Bonds,  1927 
L^  Co.                             \  '*^*«*»  *^" 
(Stock  par  Tftlae  $25)                 ( 

II 

92 
100 

6% 

19 

12 
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BONDS        1 

PREF.  STOCK  1 

COMMON  STOCK 
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DITORIAL  COMMENT 
"As  You  Damn  Please" 

he  pleasures  of  this  life  are  unalloyed.  The  bitter 
[  up  with  the  sweet.  When  we  dance  there  is  the 
:  reflection  that  we  must  pay  the  fiddler.  We 
ijoy  ourselves  to  the  full,  and  then  look  for  the 
,  that  is  what  sensible  people  do.  But  many  feast 
ought  of  the  bill.  If  we  counted  the  cost  of  every- 
:  we  did  it,  our  activities  might  conceivably  be 
educed.  This  occurred  to  us  the  other  day  when 
following  from  a  letter  by  Mr.  James  O.  Fagan 
•  of  the  Boston  Herald: 

[5  years  ago  there  was  an  understanding  all  over  the 
that  the  experiment  of  public  control,  perhaps  owner- 
to-called  public  utilities  was  to  be  given  a  thorough 
try-out  on  the  American  railroads.  The  reformers  who  were  at 
the  back  of  this  movement  had  certain  very  important  objec- 
tives in  view,  among  others  the  curbing  and  Christianizing 
of  the  management,  the  recognition  and  development  of  the 
railroad  brotherhoods,  the  boosting  of  the  railroad  payroll, 
the  manipulation,  for  political  purposes,  of  the  railroad  vote, 
the  efficiency  of  the  service,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  feather- 
ing of  the  political  nest  of  the  individuals  engaged  in  the 
reforms.  But  for  the  missing  of  a  political  guess  here  and  there 
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this  try-out  on  the  railroads,  so  far  as  the  carrying  out  of  the 
program  was  concerned,  was  altogether  successful.  Unfortu- 
nately, however,  with  the  passage  of  time,  public  interference 
with  the  private  ownership  and  management  of  the  railroads 
(justifiable  or  otherwise  according  to  individual  opinion),  has 
well-nigh  obliterated  every  vestige  of  the  old-time  three- 
cornered  human  relationship  between  the  employees,  the 
managers  and  the  service,  without  which  industry  in  general, 
and  railroads  in  particular,  are  a  public  disgrace.  This  is  the 
real  sorrow  and  the  real  shame  under  which  railroad  problems 
today  are  staggering.  In  terms  of  human  progress  and  human 
brotherhood,  this  is  the  disastrous  result  of  government  inter- 
ference of  a  political  nature  with  the  private  ownership  and 
management  of  the  railroads.  These  are  the  results,  and  this  is 
the  kind  of  work  that  is  giving  color  to  a  growing  impression 
in  many  honest  minds  that  American  democracy  is  a  startling 
illustration  of  "civilization"  destroying  itself. 

Mr.  Fagan  begins  with  the  sweet  and  ends  with  the  bitter. 
In  approaching  the  end  he  puts  on  the  ground  swell  with  a 
vengeance.  Mr.  Fagan  is  a  railroad  employee.  In  past  years 
he  has  written  a  good  many  articles  on  railroad  problems, 
which  have  attracted  wide  attention  on  account  of  their 
knowledge,  their  acuteness  and  their  good  temper.  Today 
he  is  thoroughly  cynical.  Much  that  he  says  above  bespeaks 
the  counsel  of  despair.  When  you  speak  of  civilization  and 
the  process  of  destruction,  you  cannot  go  much  farther. 

Perhaps  the  situation  is  not  so  hopeless  as  he  pictures. 
Yet  there  is  much  to  make  us  think  in  what  he  says.  Though 
one  may  be  as  blind  as  a  bat,  he  can  see  that  our  railroads 
are  not  what  they  once  were.  The  trains  have  not  got  back 
to  the  hand  brake,  but  in  some  other  respects  they  are  almost 
on  a  par  with  those  of  half  a  century  ago.  On  some  roads  at 
least  one  never  knows  when  he  is  going  to  arrive  at  his  des- 
tination. Train  service  grows  less  frequent  with  the  passage 
of  time.  The  bright,  hustling,  accommodating  railroad 
employee  grows  more  and  more  conspicuous  by  his  absence. 
In  addition  to  what  we  have  quoted  above,  Mr.  Fagan  says 
this:  "Only  yesterday  I  put  a  question  to  a  train  master 
about  the  movement  of  a  disabled  car.  He  replied  'Do  as  you 
damn  please;  that  is  what  we  are  all  doing,  isn't  it?'"  We 
know  personally  of  such  cases  as  this,  and  think  Mr.  Fagan 
must  be  right  in  implying  that  they  are  quite  general.  In  fact 
many  of  us  feel  that  American  railroads  as  a  whole  are  being 
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run  "as  you  damn  please."  That  certainly  is  not  the  way  to 
run  a  railroad,  and  one  cannot  help  wondering  how  it  came 
about  and  why  it  is  necessary. 

Now  despite  certain  of  Mr.  Pagan's  cynicisms,  we  are 
bound  to  assume  that  the  experiment  of  public  control  was 
undertaken  with  sincere  intentions,  for  we  cannot  believe 
that  anyone  desired  to  destroy  or  impair  such  a  magnificent 
convenience  as  the  American  railroad  system.  Obviously  the 
desire  must  have  been  to  improve  things.  And  yet  witness 
the  result.  The  owners  of  the  railroads  are  dissatisfied,  the 
employees  are  dissatisfied,  the  public  is  dissatisfied.  The 
bitter  is  mixed  up  with  the  sweet  (if  there  ever  was  any 
sweet)  to  a  horrible  extent.  Somebody  blundered.  But  who? 

It  would  take  a  long  time  to  answer  that  question.  We 
have  all  blundered.  Those  who  did  not  know  any  better 
blundered  because  they  didn't  know  any  better.  Those  who 
did  know  better  blundered  because  they  didn't  make  more 
noise.  We  all  blundered  because  we  took  too  much  for 
granted.  Running  a  railroad,  to  say  nothing  of  hundreds  of 
railroads,  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  of  modern 
civilization. 

Yet  the  people  of  this  country  have  acted  upon  the 
assumption  that  it  was  as  easy  as  rolling  off  a  log.  The 
farther  we  get  along  in  the  process  of  public  regulation,  the 
greater  the  difficulties  that  beset  us.  It  is  something  like 
damming  up  a  stream  by  throwing  up  dirt.  When  you  have 
got  it  fixed  in  one  place  it  breaks  out  in  another.  Every  day 
some  new  problem  awaits  us,  each  one  harder  than  the  last. 

We  thought  we  had  made  some  real  progress  when  we 
created  the  Railroad  Labor  Board,  but  only  to  find  that  we 
had  changed  the  name  without  changing  the  thing.  The 
present  railroad  strike  originated  as  a  protest  against  a  man- 
date of  the  Railroad  Labor  Board,  which  appears  merely  to 
have  taken  over  the  problems  of  the  railroad  executives. 

We  do  not  believe  that  civilization  will  come  to  an  end  if 
every  railroad  on  earth  stops  running.  But  we  do  believe 
that  the  physical  comfort  and  material  prosperity  of  every- 
one of  us  will  be  very  greatly  diminished.  The  question  is. 
How  far  are  we  prepared  to  submit  to  that  ?  Not  much  longer 
we  think.  Necessity  is  the  sternest  of  teachers.  Public  regula- 
tion has  undoubtedly  come  to  stay,  and  some  day  as  a  sheer 
necessity  we  shall  get  it  down  to  a  satisfactory  working  basis. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 1 8  Stone  fsf  Webster  Journal 

The  Poet  and  the  Railroad  President 

IN  the  eighteenth  century  Blake,  in  his  splendid  fragment, 
"King  Edward  the  Third,"  makes  his  bishop  say: 

Sweet  Prince,  the  arts  of  peace  are  great, 

And  no  less  glorious  than  those  of  war. 

Perhaps  more  glorious  in  the  philosophic  mind. 

When  I  sit  at  my  home,  a  private  man. 

My  thoughts  are  on  my  garden  and  my  fields, 

How  to  employ  the  hand  that  lacketh  bread. 

If  industry  is  in  my  diocese, 

Religion  will  flourish;  each  man's  heart 

Is  cultivated  and  will  bring  forth  fruit. 

This  is  my  private  duty  and  my  pleasure. 

But  as  I  sit  in  council  with  my  prince, 

My  thoughts  take  in  the  general  good  of  the  whole. 

And  England  is  the  land  favored  by  Commerce; 

For  Commerce,  though  the  child  of  Agriculture, 

Fosters  his  parent,  who  else  must  sweat  and  toil. 

And  gain  but  scanty  fare.  Then,  my  dear  Lord, 

Be  England's  trade  our  care,  and  we  as  tradesmen 

Looking  to  the  gain  of  this  our  native  land. 

In  1906  James  J.  Hill  said:  "The  average  man  is  more 
interested  in  speculative  theories  than  in  his  plain  duty 
toward  himself  and  his  neighbor.  The  average  state  is  filled 
with  visions  of  its  place  in  the  procession  of  the  years,  while 
it  overlooks  the  running  account  of  daily  expenses.  Problems 
we  have  found  and  trifled  with  in  confusing  number  and 
variety,  but  the  problem  of  the  future  material  condition  of 
our  country,  of  an  inventory  of  its  assets  and  liabilities,  of 
the  inevitable  demand  upon  its  resources,  and  the  careful 
adjustment  by  which  alone  they  may  be  preserved,  has  thus 
far  been  a  subject  for  little  more  than  a  passing  thought. 
National  security  calls  for  a  just  accounting  of  the  business 
aflFairs  of  this  great  nation." 

These  two  men,  so  far  apart  in  time,  in  occupation,  in 
mental  characteristics,  are  discussing  one  and  the  same 
subject,  "Plain  Duty."  And  they  arrive  at  one  and  the  same 
conclusion. 

They  sum  up  the  whole  philosophy  of  national  prosperity. 
In  addition  to  what  is  quoted  above,  Hill  says:  "The  ideal 
of  the  prudent,  loving,  careful  head  of  every  family  is  the 
true  ideal  for  a  nation  of  rational  men."  If  that  is  true. 
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Heaven  help  us.  We  have  known  families  as  disorganized,  as 
spendthrift,  as  blind  to  the  future,  as  this  nation  is  today, 
but  we  have  never  heard  them  spoken  of  except  in  terms  of 
contempt. 

As  the  poet  is  more  inclusive  than  the  railroad  president, 
let  us  reduce  what  he  says  to  the  lowest  terms.  What  he 
maintains  is:  first,  peace  is  more  glorious  than  war;  second, 
industry  is,  or  should  be,  the  handmaid  of  religion;  third, 
the  national  resources  of  the  land  should  be  unimpeded  in 
their  development;  fourth,  internal  prosperity  is  checked  if 
foreign  markets  are  not  available. 

We  need  not  say  anything  on  the  first  score.  The  pomp 
and  circimistance  of  war  have  vanished.  The  world  is  sick  to 
death  of  war.  Ichabod,  its  glory  has  departed.  We  may  have 
to  have  more  of  it,  but  if  so,  we  shall  be  sure  to  undertake 
it  with  about  the  same  feelings  that  govern  us  when  we 
undertake  to  clean  out  a  sewer. 

We  hesitate  to  say  anything  on  the  second  score,  for  when 
you  talk  about  religion  you  are  on  delicate  ground.  Some 
who  think  they  have  eliminated  all  the  non-essentials  define 
religion  as  a  belief  in  the  fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brother- 
hood of  man.  As  no  one  can  read  the  secrets  of  the  heart, 
we  can  judge  of  the  tenacity  and  sincerity  of  our  neighbor's 
belief  in  the  fatherhood  of  God  only  by  his  exemplification 
of  the  brotherhood  of  man.  "If  a  man  say,  I  love  God,  and 
hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar;  for  he  that  hateth  his  brother 
whom  he  hath  seen,  how  can  he  love  God  whom  he  hath  not 
seen?"  If  this  is  a  test  of  religion,  perhaps  the  less  said  on 
this  subject  the  better.  If  it  is  true  that  industry  is  the  ser- 
vant of  religion,  then  may  this  nation  exclaim  today,  "Is 
thy  servant  a  dog  that  he  should  do  this  thing?" 

Third,  the  natural  resources  of  the  land  should  be  un- 
impeded in  their  development.  The  resources  of  the  land — 
what  are  they?  Why,  the  very  things  every  mother's  son  of 
us  lives  by.  Be  we  vegetarian  or  carnivorous,  every  ounce  of 
food  we  eat  comes  from  the  land.  So  does  every  shred  we  put 
upon  our  backs,  and  every  roof  we  put  above  our  heads,  and 
every  tool  or  mechanical  appliance  of  house  or  factory. 
Every  stroke  of  industry  is  a  handling  of  the  resources  of  the 
land.  The  very  fact  that  we  use  "land"  as  synonymous  with 
"nation"  (as  when,  for  example,  we  talk  about  "the  law  of 
the  land";  or  when  we  sing,  "This  is  my  own,  my  native 
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land")  is  proof  positive  of  our  latent  consciousness  that  the 
land,  the  earth,  the  soil,  is  (apart  from  its  being  a  place  to 
stand  or  walk  on)  the  source  not  only  of  every  comfort  and 
luxury,  but  of  life  itself. 

If  every  man,  woman  and  child  is  to  possess  all  the  com- 
forts possible  for  human  beings,  they  must  all  come  from  the 
land.  Productive  industry  is  concerned  with  immediately 
extracting  the  resources  of  the  land,  or  with  converting  them 
to  various  uses  when  once  extracted,  as  when  the  housewife 
makes  bread  with  flour  which  the  miller  has  ground  from 
the  wheat  which  the  farmer  has  raised  by  cultivating  the 
soil.  In  our  youth  we  read  a  story  about  a  little  boy  who  was 
invited  to  eat  a  pudding  which  it  had  taken  a  thousand  (or 
was  it  a  million?)  persons  to  make.  It  sounded  strange  to  the 
child,  but  it  was  a  fact. 

There  may  be  some  on  this  earth  who  have  everything 
they  could  possibly  desire,  but  the  number  is  too  small  to  be 
worth  counting.  Practically  everyone  could  enjoyably 
utilize  infinitely  more  than  he  actually  possesses,  or  ever 
expects  to  possess.  Desire  grows  by  feeding.  Every  new  com- 
fort we  acquire  enlarges  our  consciousness  and  appreciation 
of  comforts  that  still  lie  beyond  us  and  which  we  immediately 
desire.  The  more  we  have  the  more  we  want.  Yet  we  can 
have  neither  much  nor  little  save  as  we  extract  it  from  the 
land  and  by  industry  fashion  it  to  our  myriad  uses. 

No  one  desires  less  rather  than  more.  We  are  all  like  the 
horse-leech's  daughters  crying,  "Give,  give."  There  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  general  over  production;  the  desire  of  man- 
kind always  has  outstripped,  and  always  will,  the  production 
of  mankind.  If  when  Watt  discovered  the  power  of  steam 
anyone  had  predicted  that  the  annual  production  of  the 
world  would  mount  to  what  it  is  today,  many  would  doubt- 
less have  said  that  the  race  would  perish  from  satiety.  Just 
the  opposite  has  happened.  The  increased  production  not 
only  caused  a  marvelous  increase  in  population,  but  created 
a  hundred  new  desires  in  every  breast  for  every  old  one. 

How  strange,  therefore,  that  anyone  should  want  to 
impede  the  development  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  land ! 
Yet  how  thoughtlessly  we  do  just  that  thing !  Instead  of  each 
one  putting  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  to  increase  the  number 
of  necessaries  and  comforts,  thousands  are  all  the  time  doing 
their  best  to  decrease  the  number  and  never  were  more 
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people  so  engaged  than  at  the  present  moment, — the  oldest 
inhabitant  cannot  recall  when  the  development  of  the 
natural  resources  of  the  land  was  more  imp)eded. 

P.  T.  Barnum  used  to  say  that  the  people  liked  to  be 
humbugged.  It  almost  looks  as  if  he  were  right.  Some  persons 
consciously  delude  themselves.  More  are  unconsciously 
deluded  because  they  will  not  exercise  their  wits.  All  these, 
ignorantly  or  by  preference,  believe  that  by  lessening  the 
sum  total  of  the  goods  in  existence  each  individual  will  be 
able  to  secure  a  larger  supply. 

We  think  we  are  growing  richer,  while  as  a  matter  of  fact 
we  are  growing  poorer.  We  mark  up  the  price  of  things  and 
think  it  an  evidence  of  increasing  wealth.  It  is  just  the  oppo- 
site. When  during  the  war  the  Government  arbitrarily  put  a 
price  of  $2.20  on  wheat,  which  had  been  known  to  sell  for 
less  than  a  dollar,  the  farmer  rejoiced,  and  so  did  a  great  many 
other  very  thoughtless  persons,  who  said,  "See  how  much 
richer  this  nation  is  growing!'*  The  fatal  fact  is  that  the 
people  as  a  whole  grew  poorer.  And  so  in  a  short  time  did  the 
farmers;  last  year  they  suffered  cruel  losses  because,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  average  man  had  less  money  in  his  pocket, 
the  bottom  dropped  out  of  the  price  of  wheat. 

That  is  only  one  illustration,  but  it  will  suffice  to  make 
clear  the  whole  situation.  We  need  not  blame  the  farmers  for 
demanding  and  getting  a  great  increase  in  the  price  of  their 
wheat.  They  had  to  have  a  higher  price  if  they  were  going  to 
put  their  product  on  the  market  short  of  a  loss.  For  they  were 
subjected  to  a  great  advance  in  the  cost  of  production. 
Nevertheless,  there  came  a  smash  in  the  price  of  wheat,  and 
it  is  interesting  to  see  how  it  came  about.  Briefly,  the  farmers 
are  all  borrowers  during  the  crop  raising  period  and  the  banks 
called  their  loans.  The  banks  exercised  great  prudence  in  so 
doing,  yet  there  was  a  manifest  purpose  on  their  part  to  get 
their  money  back.  The  farmers  had  to  liquidate. 

Now  why  did  the  banks  do  this?  The  farmers  were  their 
long  time  friends  and  it  was  very  far  from  their  desire  to  put 
them  to  inconvenience.  They  did  it  because  they  had  to.  The 
banks  of  the  country  as  a  whole  had  extended  credit  beyond 
a  safe  limit.  They  had  to  curtail  credit  in  order  to  avert  a 
general  financial  collapse.  The  more  they  extended  credit  the 
higher  prices  (the  cost  of  living)  went.  Finally,  prices  became 
so  high  that  the  consumption  of  goods  fell  off  heavily — the 
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people  had  not  the  money.  The  banks  in  the  East  had  rcdis- 
counted  heavily  for  the  banks  in  the  farming  sections  and 
had  to  call  in  their  money.  That  is  why  wheat  dropp)ed  so 
heavily;  and  what  hapf)ened  in  wheat  happened  in  commodi- 
ties generally.  The  country,  which  had  fancied  that  it  was 
growing  rich  by  making  commodities  cost  abnormal  figures, 
in  the  end  found  that  it  had  made  a  tremendous  loss. 

The  natural  resources  of  the  land  are  not  fully  developed 
until  they  go  into  consumption.  Every  effort  was  made  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  factory  to  keep  the  development  of  these 
resources  unimpeded, — that  is,  every  effort  was  made  by  the 
owners  of  the  farms  and  factories.  But  when  the  development 
reached  the  final  stage,  namely,  that  of  putting  the  products 
in  the  hands  of  final  consumers,  it  became  heavily  impeded. 
And  it  continues  impeded  today,  despite  the  drop  in  general 
prices  that  has  occurred  in  the  last  two  years. 

Now  what  was  the  actual  cause  of  all  this  ^  The  great  rise 
in  the  cost  of  producing  everything  we  consume.  That  is 
what  has  impeded  the  development  of  the  natural  resources 
of  the  land.  Well  then,  what  occasioned  the  great  rise  in  the 
cost  of  production  ?  The  great  rise  in  the  price  of  labor.  That 
and  that  alone.  If  anyone  thinks  he  can  discover  some  other 
factor,  he  will  find  that  on  final  analysis  it  resolves  itself  into 
a  labor  cost. 

The  whole  economic  cost  of  anything  and  everything  that 
is  bought  andsold  (with  the  negligible  exception  of  "antiques") 
is  a  labor  cost.  When  the  farmer  hires  farm  hands,  that  is 
obviously  a  labor  cost.  But  it  is  quite  as  true  when  he  buys 
fertilizer  and  farm  machinery,  for  these  are  simply  and 
wholly  the  result  of  a  labor  cost.  The  same  element  comes  in 
when  the  wheat  goes  over  the  railroad  to  the  miller.  It  comes 
in,  indeed,  at  every  stage  until  the  wheat  gets  into  the  mouth 
of  the  consumer  at  the  breakfast  table.  For  when  the  house- 
wife makes  the  biscuit  she  is  up  against  the  labor  cost  of 
making  the  stove,  producing  the  wood  and  coal,  manufactur- 
ing the  baking  pan,  etc. 

Before  going  any  farther,  let  us  discuss  for  a  moment  the 
poet's  fourth  point,  namely,  internal  prosperity  is  checked  if 
foreign  markets  are  not  available.  That  should  be  easily  seen 
in  the  case  of  this  country.  The  capacity  of  our  farms  is 
more  than  enough  to  supply  the  economic  demand  of  our  own 
people.  And  that  is  also  true  of  many  of  our  great  manufac- 
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turing  industries.  If  they  are  forced  to  produce  no  more  than 
the  American  people  consume,  a  great  deal  of  their  capital 
will  lack  employment  and  they  will  be  obliged  to  reduce  their 
labor  force  heavily.  To  take  care  of  their  excess  production, 
and  thus  to  keep  both  capital  and  labor  fully  employed,  our 
farmers  and  manufacturers  must  have  foreign  markets.  Any- 
thing that  lessens  their  hold  on  such  markets  checks  the 
internal  prosperity  of  this  country. 

In  the  case  of  foreign  trade  there  is  not  free  play;  there  is 
an  arbitrary  and  deterring  factor  known  as  "the  tariff."  The 
tariff,  in  short,  is  a  factor  supplementary  to  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction. We  may  make  the  labor  cost  of  American  products 
low  enough  to  meet  the  pocketbooks  of  foreign  consumers, 
but  if  what  these  consumers  produce  is  shut  out  from  this 
country  by  a  tariff  wall  they  will  not  be  able  to  buy  nearly  so 
much  of  us  as  we  shall  like  to  have  them.  We  make  this  point 
parenthetically,  however.  The  fundamental  fact  in  foreign 
trade  is  that  of  labor  cost. 

It  is  the  labor  cost  that  is  today  impeding  the  development 
of  the  natural  resources  of  the  land.  It  is  the  labor  cost  that 
is  making  most  persons  consume  less  of  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  than  formerly.  The  labor  cost,  in  short,  is  reducing 
the  American  standard  of  living.  The  nation  is  rich  in 
natural  resources,  but  poor  in  purchasing  power.  This  is  a 
condition  and  not  a  theory.  It  is  not  a  thing  that  can  be 
argued  away.  It  is  something  that  every  one  can  see  with  his 
own  eyes,  and  which  has  its  reflex  in  his  own  pocketbook. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  labor  as  well  as  capital  is 
def)endent  on  credit.  Credit  is  the  means  by  which  both  are, 
in  the  main,  kept  at  work.  It  is  needless  to  say  how  this 
operates  in  the  case  of  capital.  Many,  however,  forget  the 
process  in  connection  with  labor.  Labor  receives  the  larger 
part  of  the  product  of  its  effort;  a  smaller  part  goes  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  capital  that  builds  the  mills  and  keeps  them 
in  running  condition,  pays  for  the  raw  materials,  the  trans- 
portation charges,  the  selling  of  the  goods,  etc. 

When  labor  starts  to  make  goods  it  cannot  wait  until  the 
goods  are  produced  and  actually  sold,  for  that  would  take 
months,  and  labor  must  live  in  the  meantime.  It  is  paid  in 
advance  on  the  instalment  plan,  in  the  form  of  wages. 
Wages  are  representative  of  labor's  share  of  the  product,  and 
labor  gets  its  share  long  before  the  owners  of  the  plants  in 
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which  it  works  get  theirs.  The  owners  provide  labor  with  all 
the  mechanical  facilities  for  doing  the  work,  which  it  cannot, 
or  at  least  does  not,  provide  for  itself.  Furthermore,  as  the 
owners  pay  labor  for  its  share  of  the  product  long  in  advance 
of  the  marketing,  they  have  to  borrow  the  money  (that  is, 
get  it  on  credit).  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  a  wide  curtailment 
of  credit,  such  as  has  taken  place  in  the  last  year  or  two,  hits 
labor  as  hard  as  it  does  capital. 

The  cost  of  production  has  outstripped  the  credit  capacity 
of  the  country,  and  the  cost  of  production  is  wholly  a  labor 
cost.  So  in  the  last  analysis  labor  is  responsible  for  the  recent 
and  present  impeding  of  the  development  of  the  natural 
resources  of  the  land. 

Instead  of  doing  what  it  can  to  rectify  the  situation  in  the 
only  way  it  is  possible  to  rectify  it,  namely,  by  reducing  the 
labor  cost  of  producing  commodities,  organized  labor  is 
fighting  vigorously  to  prevent  such  reduction.  By  strikes  it 
is  reducing  the  purchasing  power  of  the  nation,  thus  making 
it  all  the  harder  to  market  the  products  of  labor. 

What  folly!  Labor  thinks  that  by  creating  a  present  evil  it 
can  procure  a  future  good.  But  there  can  be  no  sense  in  mak- 
ing a  heavy  sacrifice  for  a  future  good  unless  the  good  is 
going  to  be  permanent.  Yet  how  can  permanent  good  result 
from  putting  the  purchasing  power  of  the  nation  in  inverse 
ratio  to  the  cost  of  production !  How  that  works  out  may 
easily  be  seen  by  anyone  who  will  scan  his  exf)ense  account 
of  recent  years.  The  average  man  may  truthfully  say  that 
even  if  his  receipts  are  larger  than  they  were  six  or  seven 
years  ago,  his  standard  of  living  is  lower. 

A  minority  have  not  only  got  more  but  have  raised  their 
standard  of  living  materially,  but  it  has  been  at  the  expense 
of  the  majority.  The  country  has  suflFered  cruelly,  is  now 
suflFering  and  must  continue  to  suflFer  so  long  as  this  disparity 
continues.  Organized  labor  has  lost  its  sense  of  proportion. 
It  is  not  conceivable  that  the  individuals  who  constitute  or- 
ganized labor  have  as  a  whole  any  desire  to  diminish  the 
prosperity  of  the  whole  people,  but  that  is  what  their  present 
course  amounts  to.  They  are  fostering  a  special  class,  com- 
parable to  the  old  aristocracy  of  past  centuries,  which, 
though  relatively  small  in  numbers,  shaped  the  destinies  of 
nations,  and  too  frequently  for  the  worse. 

James  J.  Hill's  statement  that  "the  average  man  is  more 
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interested  in  speculative  theories  than  in  his  plain  duty 
toward  himself  and  his  neighbor"  comes  infinitely  nearer  the 
truth  than  in  1906.  The  world  has  given  itself  over  to  fantas- 
tic sf)eculation.  Meanwhile  the  universe  is  governed  by  the 
same  old  laws  which  have  always  governed  it,  and  which  no 
speculation  of  man  can  ever  change  in  the  slightest  degree. 
The  world,  and  not  least  of  all  America,  is  worshipping 
speculation  as  the  Hindoos  worshipf)ed  the  idol  of  Jugger- 
naut, before  whose  car  they  prostrated  themselves  and  were 
crushed  to  death. 

There  was  once  a  prophet  who  went  into  the  desert  and 
stood  on  a  mountain.  And  there  came  a  mighty  wind  that 
rent  the  mountain;  then  there  came  an  earthquake;  and  then 
there  came  a  fire.  But  the  Lord  was  in  neither  the  wind  nor 
the  earthquake,  nor  the  fire.  And  then  there  came  a  still 
small  voice. 

The  wind,  the  earthquake  and  the  fire  are  devastating  the 
earth  today.  Possibly  the  still  small  voice  of  reason  will  be 
heard  before  long.  "The  simple  believeth  every  word;  but  the 
prudent  man  looketh  well  to  his  going." 
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Going  Concern  Value  In  Rate  Cases 
By  W.  H.  Blood,  Jr. 

BEFORE  cities  were  built  streets  were  unknown.  With  the 
automobile  came  a  new  thing  and  a  new  word,  garage. 
The  airship  occasioned  the  hangar.  As  civilization  progresses 
we  coin  new  words  and  phrases  to  describe  the  objects  with 
which  we  deal. 

The  expression  "going  concern  value"  arose  out  of  neces- 
sity. Some  term  was  required  to  describe  a  thing  which  was 
known  to  exist  but  which  had  never  been  named.  The  choice 
of  the  name  was  f)erhaps  not  altogether  wise,  but  it  called 
attention  to  the  reality  of  the  thing,  and  the  thing  which  the 
name  stood  for  at  once  claimed  the  attention  of  the  courts 
and  later  of  the  public  sbtvice  commissions. 

From  the  earliest  times,  a  private  business  that  was 
bought  and  sold  included  in  its  value  an  element  called 
"good-will," — good-will  being  described  as  what  the  pur- 
chaser was  willing  to  pay  for  the  established  business  over 
and  above  what  the  physical  property  was  worth.  It  is  based 
upon  the  theory,  as  expressed  by  Lord  Eldon  in  one  of  the 
early  English  cases,  that  the  old  customers  would  probably 
resort  to  the  old  places.  Even  this  statement,  simple  as 
it  seems,  carries  with  it  no  means  of  fixing  the  amount,  and 
the  establishment  of  this  value  is  not  ascertainable  by  any 
law  or  formula.  It  is  the  result  of  an  estimate,  presumably  by 
a  man  of  experience,  and  this  judgment  value  will  naturally 
be  of  different  amounts  when  fixed  by  different  men  because 
it  is  based  on  opinions,  and  opinions,  of  course,  differ. 

It  frequently  happ)ens,  with  private  property,  that  the 
good-will  value,  due  to  the  earning  power  brought  about  by 
efficient  management,  is  of  more  importance  than  the  value 
of  the  physical  property.  Many  maintain  that  this  theory 
cannot  be  applied  to  a  public  utility  op)erated  as  a  monopoly, 
for  the  reason  that  the  old  customers  have  no  choice  in  the 
matter  of  whom  they  shall  patronize;  that  the  customers 
take  the  service  of  the  utility  or  go  without  because  it  is  not 
obtainable  elsewhere;  hence,  good-will,  it  is  contended,  does 
not  enter. 

This  view  has  been  taken  by  many  courts  and  commis- 
sions both  in  sale  and  in  rate  cases  where  public  utilities  have 
been  under  consi^et'ation,  hence  we  have  come  to  disregard 
good-will  when  attempting  to  obtain  the  value  or  rate  base  of 
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a  public  utility  and  have  given  more  attention  to  going  con- 
cern value  as  a  more  comprehensive  term.  In  some  decisions 
the  wording  implies  that  good-will  value  has  been  used  in  the 
same  sense  as  going  concern  value.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
terms  are  similar,  yet  most  of  the  courts  and  commissions 
do  not  add  anything  for  good-will  value,  but  they  do  include 
going  concern  value  as  an  important  element  of  value  when 
obtaining  "fair  value"  on  which  to  fix  rates. 

The  expressions  "going  concern  value"  and  "going  value" 
are  used  interchangeably;  in  fact,  they  are  generally  regarded 
as  synonymous,  but  they  are  not  well  chosen  in  connection 
with  the  establishment  of  a  "rate  base"  or  "fair  value,"  as 
the  courts  and  commissions  commonly  call  it.  When  an 
engineer  makes  an  appraisal  of  a  property  all  his  estimates 
are  based  upon  "cost"  to  reproduce,  regardless  of  whether  he 
is  considering  labor,  materials,  interest  during  construction, 
or  taxes.  It  hardly  seems  consistent  to  include  with  these 
"costs"  another  item  that  is  headed  "value."  While  "cost" 
and  "value"  may  be  the  same,  in  some  cases,  this  is  not  nec- 
essarily so.  The  accountant  in  taking  from  the  company's 
books  items  that  go  to  make  up  "historical  cost"  or  "original 
cost"  has  no  right  to  add  to  these  items  a  diflferent  kind  of 
item  called  going  "value."  To  have  these  appraisals  command 
the  respect  that  they  deserve  they  should,  at  least,  be  con- 
sistent. For  the  same  reason  that  one  cannot  add  apples  and 
pears  so  one  should  not  try  to  add  "costs"  and  "values." 
What  we  are  really  trying  to  find  out  and  what  we  wish  to 
add  to  the  cost  to  reproduce  the  physical  property  is  the  cost 
to  reproduce  the  business  of  the  company;  in  other  words 
the  "development  cost."  Over  and  above  the  cost  of  the 
"bare  bones"  of  the  physical  plant  with  all  its  machinery, 
appliances  and  apparatus  ready  for  operation  is  the  cost  of 
getting  the  property  running  on  an  economical  basis  and  of 
getting  an  income  sufficient  to  give  a  fair  return  on  the  value 
of  the  investment.  The  courts  and  most  of  the  commissions 
now  say  that  this  is  a  legitimate  item  of  cost  and  that  it  must 
be  considered  in  fixing  value. 

In  the  ascertainment  of  going  concern  value,  it  has  long 
been  recognized  that  one  way  to  measure  it  is  to  find  out 
what  the  early  losses  less  than  a  fair  return  have  been. 
Applying  this  method  to  the  ascertainment  of  "going  concern 
value*'  led  to  absurd  conclusions  and,  for  a  time,  almost 
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caused  "going  concern  value'*  to  be  a  joke.  On  its  face,  it 
meant  that  the  company  that  showed  the  greatest  early 
losses  was  of  the  greatest  value.  This  apparently  contradic- 
tory statement  came  about  almost  entirely  by  the  unfortu- 
nate use  of  the  expression  "going  concern  value."  Ifweusethe 
term  "development  cost'*  for  our  name,  then  the  inclusion 
of  this  cost,  which  is  the  reasonable  cost  of  building  up  a  pay- 
ing business,  with  all  that  this  implies,  is  logical  and  is  an 
element  that  must  be  included,  both  legally  and  as  a  matter  of 
justice,  when  "fair  value"  is  established.  It  is  sometimes  said 
that  "going  concern  value"  is  a  broader  term  than  "develop- 
ment cost."  At  first  glance  this  might  seem  to  be  so;  but  if 
one  will  stop  to  consider  what  ''development  cost"  means 
and  will  include  all  the  items  that  go  to  make  up  "develop- 
ment cost,"  then  the  two  terms  may  be  used  interchange- 
ably. One  must  also  remember  that  a  "profitable  business" 
not  only  calls  for  a  "fair  return"  on  a  "fair  value"  but  that  it 
also  calls  for  earnings  adequate  to  build  up  a  replacement  or 
retirement  reserve  sufficient  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
investment  at  all  times. 

No  one  today  questions  the  propriety  of  adding  to  the  cost 
of  the  physical  structure  the  cost  of  the  use  of  capital,  other- 
wise known  as  "interest  during  construction."  The  exact 
length  of  time  it  may  take  to  build  a  plant  and  the  net  rate 
of  interest  may  be  subject  to  diflference  of  opinions,  but  the 
courts  and  commissions  all  admit  that  interest  during  con- 
struction is  as  much  an  element  of  cost  as  are  labor  and 
materials.  Interest  during  construction  stops,  presumably, 
as  soon  as  the  plant  is  put  into  operation.  But  following  this 
time,  there  is  always  a  period  when  the  net  earnings  are  in- 
sufficient to  pay  a  fair  return  on  the  value  of  the  property; 
this  development  period  is  simply  a  continuation  of  the  con- 
struction period.  In  the  construction  period  no  interest  was 
earned  by  the  property.  In  the  development  period  perhaps 
some  interest  was  earned,  but  ordinarily  not  enough  to  carry 
the  project.  It  necessarily  follows  that  if  interest  during  con- 
struction is  a  proper  charge  to  capital,  then  the  amount 
below  a  fair  return  during  the  development  period  is  also  a 
proper  charge  to  capital.  Likewise,  the  amount  by  which  the 
company  fails,  because  of  inadequate  earnings,  to  make  pro- 
vision for  replacements  should  also  be  included  and  capital- 
ized as  forming  part  of  the  cost  of  development.  In  this 
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discussion  "fair  return"  is  meant  to  include  not  only  a  just 
rate  of  interest  but  also  enough  to  maintain  the  property 
adequately. 

Before  public  regulation  was  in  force,  utilities  as  a  rule 
expected  to  make  up  their  early  losses  by  the  distribution  of 
large  dividends  after  the  plant  had  become  well  established. 
In  some  cases  this  was  accomplished  and,  in  the  long  run,  the 
investor  was  able  to  average  up  so  as  to  receive  a  fair  return 
for  the  whole  period.  Since  regulation  has  come  into  effect, 
where  the  return  upon  the  investment  is  limited,  this  method 
of  recouping  early  losses  is  not  possible,  and  the  only  prac- 
ticable way  for  the  investor  to  get  back  the  money  exf)ended 
in  developing  the  business  is  to  capitalize  these  early  losses 
and  to  consider  them  as  an  investment  upon  which,  under 
regulation,  he  is  entitled  to  a  fair  return. 

The  question  may  properly  be  asked,  what  p)eriod  shall  we 
use  in  which  to  consider  deficits?  Some  one  answers  two  or 
three  years;  another  says  five  years;  still  another  says  it  may 
take  ten  years  to  put  the  company  on  its  feet.  If  the  deficit 
below  a  fair  return  is  to  be  considered  at  all,  it  should  be  con- 
sidered as  long  as  the  of)eration  of  the  property  results  in  a 
deficit,  provided  (and  this  is  important)  that  good  judgment 
has  been  exercised  in  building  the  property  and  that  the 
property  has  been  op)erated  honestly  and  efficiently.  It  is 
easy  to  spoil  a  good  case  by  stretching  it  to  absurd  limits. 
Too  many  properties  have  been  built  before  their  construc- 
tion was  warranted  and  to  go  too  far  back  into  the  ancient 
history  of  the  company  indicates  lack  of  judgment.  If  a 
20,000  kilowatt  lighting  plant  were  built  down  on  the  end  of 
Cape  Cod,  it  probably  never  could  be  made  to  pay.  In  such  a 
case  the  losses  should  be  borne  by  the  investors  because  of 
their  bad  judgment.  It  would  not  be  fair  to  saddle  these 
losses  in  the  form  of  rates  on  the  4,246  innocent  f)eople  of 
Provincetown  who  wished  to  use  electric  light.  Reason  must 
be  applied  in  this  matter  as  in  all  matters  where  the  exercise 
of  judgment  is  called  for.  It  should  be  remembered,  however, 
that  development  cost  of  extensions  or  additions  to  most  of 
our  properties  in  growing  cities  where  we  try  to  supply  the 
public  demand  recurs  in  some  form  or  another  long  after  the 
original,  the  nucleus  plant  is  operating  profitably.  Take  a 
street  railway,  for  instance.  Each  new  line  that  is  run  into  an 
undeveloped  territory  is,  in  fact,  a  new  enterprise.  It  does  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ijo  Stone  fsf  Webster  Journal 

pay  at  first  and  development  cost  goes  on  until  it  does  yield 
a  fair  return.  The  age  of  the  original  property  has  no  bearing 
on  the  determination  of  the  development  cost  of  these  exten- 
sions. 

Before  me,  at  the  moment,  lie  53  typical  definitions  of 
going  value  taken  from  court  and  commission  decisions  and 
from  testimony  or  addresses  of  engineers  of  standing.  Prac- 
tically all  of  them  describe  more  or  less  clearly  "cost  of 
development."  With  many  of  the  leading  court  and  commis- 
sion decisions  to  guide  us,  it  would  seem  that  development 
cost  includes  all  the  expenditures  required  by  the  company  to 
secure  the  necessary  customers  and  a  business  that  yields  a  fair 
return  on  the  investment.  This  covers  the  period  from  the 
date  the  physical  plant  was  completed  up  to  the  time  that 
the  company  was  able  to  produce  an  economically  operated 
property  doing  a  business  that  gives  it  a  fair  return  on  the 
value  of  the  property.  If  a  company  is  not  yet  on  a  paying 
basis,  it  represents  actual  expenditures  that  have  been  made 
to  produce  its  present  business,  provided  that  the  original 
plant  was  reasonably  warranted  and  that  it  has  been  operated 
with  judgment  and  efficiency. 

The  fact  that  "going  value,*'  i.  e.,  "cost  of  development," 
is  hard  to  determine  in  dollars  is  no  indication  that  it  does  not 
exist.  Our  inability  to  fix  the  exact  amount  is  due  largely  to 
inadequate  accounting  and  to  past  lack  of  appreciation  that 
these  costs  must  be  recouped.  While  most  of  the  courts  and 
commissions  now  recognize  "going  value,"  none  of  them  has 
settled  upon  any  method  as  to  its  exact  determination,  and 
there  is  some  diflPerence  of  opinion  as  to  what  it  should  in- 
clude. Judgment  must  stilt  be  exercised  in  its  determination. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  matters  that  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  determining  "development  cost.": 

1.  The  cost  of  securing  customers  and  working  up  a 

profitable  business; 

2.  The  cost  of  getting  the  physical  property  operating 

on  an  economical  basis; 

3.  The  deficits  due  to  operation; 

4.  The  cost  of  superseded  machinery,  apparatus,  etc., 

discarded  before  it  is  possible  to  amortize  its  cost; 

5.  Other  matters  of  a  similar  nature. 

While  it  is  true  that  some  of  these  items  may  be  and  some- 
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times  are  charged  to  operating  expenses,  they  are  more  prop- 
erly a  capital  charge  and,  in  a  rate  case  at  least,  should  be 
considered  as  part  of  the  cost  of  building  up  or  establishing 
the  business.  There  is  no  hard  and  fast  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  above  and  they  frequently  overlap  one  another. 
The  following  paragraphs  give  typical  examples  of  the  five 
items  enumerated  above  as  they  apply  to  a  street  railway 
property: 

1.  Frequently  car  lines  are  built  into  territories  where  the 
population  will  not  support  them.  The  utility  must  do  this 
to  "serve  the  public.*'  People  also  have  to  be  educated  to 
ride.  If  there  are  not  enough  cars  to  suit  them  they  will  walk. 
The  company  therefore  is  obliged  to  run  more  cars  than  the 
population  warrants  in  order  to  create  the  "riding  habit." 
This  is  in  the  nature  of  advertising  or  "demonstrating"  and 
the  cost  thus  incurred  in  working  up  the  business  is  a  prof)er 
charge  to  "development  cost." 

2.  A  new  plant  never  runs  as  well  as  one  that  has  been 
going  a  while.  The  company  may  operate  too  many  boilers 
instead  of  crowding  a  smaller  number  harder.  It  may  run  too 
many  generators,  all  under-loaded.  It  may  not  have  its  car 
schedules  properly  adjusted;  that  is,  it  may  start  too  many 
cars  at  exactly  the  same  time,  while  if  they  were  sandwiched, 
the  peak  load  on  the  station  would  be  less.  The  motormen 
may  not  at  first  pay  prop)er  attention  to  "coasting"  their  cars 
to  give  minimum  current  consumption.  All  these  failures  to 
operate  at  highest  efficiency  cost  the  company  real  money 
and  are  thus  legitimate  charges  to  cost  of  development.  The 
above  are  simply  illustrations,  but  they  indicate  the  type  of 
costs  of  securing  economical  operation. 

3.  Deficits  due  to  op)eration,  esp)ecially  in  the  early  years 
are  generally  recognized  as  an  element  in  the  cost  of  develop- 
ment. The  former  items,  i  and  2,  may  or  may  not  be  included 
in  the  deficit.  They  may  be  in  part  the  cause  of  these  deficits. 
The  deficits  may  be  and  frequently  are  greater  than  the  sum 
of  these  two  items.  Deficits  may  also  be  brought  about  by 
too  low  a  rate  of  fare,  abuse  of  transfers,  too  long  a  haul,  and 
by  various  other  causes. 

4.  Changes  from  horse  car  to  cable,  from  cable  to  electric, 
from  open  cars  to  semi-convertible,  from  heavy  double- 
truck  cars  to  single-truck  safety  cars  are  expensive.  The 
investment  represented  by  equipment  abandoned  or  replaced 
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in  this  manner  before  it  is  worn  out  is  a  part  of  the  cost  of 
developing  the  property  and,  if  unamortized,  is  a  proper 
charge  against  capital. 

5.  There  are  many  other  similar  items  which  must  be 
considered  when  obtaining  cost  of  developing  the  property. 
For  example,  the  company  may  build  a  crossing  at  grade. 
Later  it  is  ordered  to  go  under  the  railroad  and  to  pay  for 
part  of  the  cost  of  the  under-pass.  The  city  may  re-establish 
the  grade  of  certain  streets  and  the  company  is  obliged  to 
make  its  tracks  conform.  This  is  a  frequent  occurrence  and 
does  not  increase  the  earning  power  of  the  company,  but  it 
does  represent  large  expenditures  of  cash.  The  original  ex- 
penditures cannot  be  included  in  an  appraisal  of  the  existing 
property,  because  in  cases  as  above  mentioned  they  no  longer 
exist.  The  original  expenditures  are  lost  unless  they  are  in- 
cluded in  the  "cost  of  development."  The  smaller  the  com- 
pany, as  a  rule,  the  larger  proportionately  are  these  amounts. 
In  a  large  company,  however,  which  results  as  a  consolida- 
tion of  many  small  companies,  where  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  abandonment  of  property  and  apparatus  which 
proved  to  be  inadequate  or  too  small  to  work  well  in  a  con- 
solidated system,  one  would  find  this  item  unusually  large. 

While  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  development  costs 
should  be  capitalized,  there  are  at  least  two  other  methods 
of  taking  care  of  these  costs  which  should  be  considered.  The 
rates  of  fare  from  the  beginning,  it  could  be  assumed,  might 
be  made  high  enough  to  make  the  property  self-supporting 
and  cover  all  the  development  costs.  It  is  quite  obvious  that 
in  most  cases,  if  not  all,  such  rates  would  defeat  the  very  pur- 
pose sought.  Suppose  a  new  trolley  line  is  built  to  give  ser- 
vice to  a  new  section  of  the  city.  To  break  even  at  the  start, 
assuming  that  all  the  people  in  this  section  of  the  city  rode, 
might  perhaps  require  a  fare  of  25  cents  as  against  six  or 
eight  cents  in  the  rest  of  the  city.  With  a  fare  of  25  cents  no 
one  would  ride.  Such  a  method  of  caring  for  development 
costs  is  obviously  impossible.  It  might  be  said  that  the  inves- 
tor, that  is,  the  owner  of  the  property,  should  stand  these 
losses.  Investors  put  their  money  into  enterprises  with  the 
expectation  of  receiving  a  fair  return,  which,  under  regula- 
tion, they  are  entitled  to  if  the  property  can  be  made  to  earn 
it.  The  public  cannot  expect,  as  a  legal  proposition,  that  the 
investor  should  receive  a  return  on  only  a  part  of  his  capital. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Going  Concern  Value  in  Rate  Cases  133 

and  as  a  business  proposition  no  one  could  be  found  who 
would  knowingly  make  such  an  investment.  It  therefore 
appears  that  the  only  way  to  take  care  of  the  cost  of  develop- 
ing a  business  is  to  treat  these  expenditures  in  exactly  the 
same  manner  that  interest  during  construction  is  treated  and 
to  add  them  to  capital.  If  this  is  not  done,  then  the  public  has 
confiscated  private  capital  for  its  own  use,  and  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  this  is  not  permitted. 

In  many  cases  the  lower  courts,  and  even  the  Supreme 
Court,  have  said  that  this  development  cost  or  going  value, 
as  they  generally  term  it,  is  something  in  excess  of^  some- 
thing that  should  be  added  to,  the  cost  of  reproduction.  One 
early  decision  will  suffice  to  show  this. 

In  the  case  of  the  National  Water  Works  Company  vs. 
Kansas  City,  Justice  Brewer  of  the  Supreme  Court  said: 

"The  fact  that  it  is  a  system  in  operation,  not  only 
with  a  capacity  to  supply  the  city,  but  actually  supply- 
ing many  buildings  in  the  city, — not  only  with  a  capac- 
ity to  earn,  but  actually  earning, — makes  it  true  that 
*the  fair  and  equitable  value'  is  something  in  excess  of 
the  cost  of  reproduction.  .  .  .  It  should  pay  therefore, 
not  merely  the  value  of  a  system  which  might  be  made 
to  earn,  but  that  of  a  system  which  does  ea^^n." 

To  be  sure,  this  was  a  purchase  under  condemnation,  but 
in  more  recent  cases  it  has  been  shown  that  the  principle  is 
the  same  whether  value  is  to  be  determined  for  a  sale  or  for  a 
rate  case.  Justice  Brewer  laid  down  no  rules  for  the  deter- 
mination of  development  cost,  but  he  stated  very  definitely 
in  the  case  above  referred  to,  that  it  is  real  and  must  be  con- 
sidered. The  courts  all  along  have  said  that  it  is  an  amount 
hard  to  ascertain,  nevertheless,  they  have  said  that  it  must 
be  determined  as  well  as  it  possibly  can  be. 

This  matter  is  clearly  set  forth  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  of 
the  State  of  New  York  in  People  ex  rel.  Kings  County  Light- 
ing Company  vs.  Willcox,  as  follows: 

*The  difficulty  of  determining  the  *going  value'  will 
not  justify  the  disregarding  of  it.  Rate  making  is  diffi- 
cult. But  that  will  not  justify  confiscation.  The  diffi- 
culty, however,  will  lessen,  as  it  does  in  most  cases,  when 
we  cease  to  think  about  the  subject  vaguely.  What  then 
is  'going  value'  and  how  is  it  to  be  appraised  ? 
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"It  takes  time  to  put  a  new  enterprise  of  any  magnitude 
on  its  feet,  after  the  construction  work  has  been  finished. 
Mistakes  of  construction  have  to  be  corrected.  Substi- 
tutions have  to  be  made.  Economies  have  to  be  studied. 
Experiments  have  to  be  made  which  sometimes  turn  out 
to  be  useless.  An  organization  has  to  be  perfected. 
Business  has  to  be  solicited  and  advertised  for.  In  the 
case  of  a  gas  company  gratuitous  work  has  to  be  done, 
such  as  selling  appliances  at  less  than  a  fair  profit  and 
demonstrating  new  devices  to  induce  consumption  of 
gas  and  to  educate  the  public  to  the  maximum  point  of  con- 
sumption. None  of  these  things  is  reflected  in  the  value 
of  the  physical  property,  unless,  of  course,  exchange 
value  be  taken,  which  is  not  admissible  in  a  rate  case. 
The  company  starts  out  with  the  *bare  bones'  of  the 
plant,  to  borrow  Mr.  Justice  Lurton's  phrase  in  the 
Omaha  Water  Works  case,  supra.  By  the  expenditure  of 
time,  labor  and  money  it  co-ordinates  those  bones  into 
an  efficient  working  organism,  and  acquires  a  paying 
business.  The  proper  and  reasonable  cost  of  doing  that, 
whether  included  in  operating  expenses  or  not,  is  as 
much  a  part  of  the  investment  of  the  company  as  the 
cost  of  the  physical  property." 

The  two  quotations  given  above,  if  taken  together,  present 
an  excellent  picture  of  the  various  items  which  enter  into 
development  costs,  but  still  they  present  no  method  of 
actually  determining  these  costs.  Perhaps  it  is  impossible  to 
work  out  any  formula  or  to  set  down  any  rules  for  its  deter- 
mination. Some  courts  and  commissions  have  gone  so  far  as 
to  state  that  it  must  be  determined  by  the  judgment  of 
experienced  men,  while  others  generalize  and  say  "it  must  be 
considered.*' 

In  the  same  case  of  Kings  County  Lighting  Company  vs. 
Willcox,  the  court  brought  out  further  that  "going  value" 
must  be  appraised  just  as  the  physical  property  must  be 
appraised.  The  best  evidence  obtainable  must  be  used,  and 
where  the  records  of  the  company  are  inadequate,  it  is  nec- 
essary to  rely  on  opinion  evidence: 

"It  may  be  conceded  that  going  value  has  no  existence 
apart  from  tangible  property  and  that  commercially 
there  is  but  one  value,  that  of  the  property  as  a  whole. 
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but  as  the  rate  cannot  be  made  to  depend  upon  the 
exchange  value,  which  would  in  turn  depend  upon  the 
rate,  it  would  seem  to  be  necessary  to  appraise  the  phy- 
sical property  and  the  going  value  separately  and,  of 
course,  that  is  the  case  if  the  cost  of  reproduction  rule  be 
adopted.  .    .    . 

"It  remains  to  consider  how  'going  value'  is  to  be 
appraised.  That  represents  a  question  of  fact,  the  deter- 
mination of  which  is  primarily  within  the  province  of  the 
rate-making  body.  .    .    . 

"Obviously,  the  most  satisfactory  method  is  to  show 
the  actual  experience  of  the  company,  the  original  in- 
vestment, its  earnings  from  the  start,  the  time  actually 
required  and  expenses  incurred  in  building  up  the  busi- 
ness, all  expenditures  not  reflected  by  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  physical  property,  the  extent  to  which  bad 
management  or  other  causes  prevented  or  depleted 
earnings,  and  any  other  facts  bearing  on  the  question, 
keeping  in  mind  that  the  ultimate  fact  to  be  determined 
is  not  the  amount  of  the  expenditures,  but  the  deficiency 
in  the  fair  return  to  the  investors  due  to  the  causes  under 
consideration.  The  business  in  this  case  was  20  years  old, 
the  books  of  the  old  company  were  not  available,  and  it 
is  of  course  problematical  whether,  if  produced,  they 
would  have  shown  the  necessary  facts.  The  question, 
therefore,  had  to  be  determined,  as  all  questions  of  fact 
have  to  be,  by  the  best  evidence  available.  Here,  I  may 
repeat  that  mere  difficulty  in  the  proof  would  not  jus- 
tify a  confiscatory  rate.  The  value  of  the  physical  prop- 
erty was  shown  by  opinion  evidence  as  to  the  cost  of 
reproduction.  The  same  kind  of  evidence  was  given  by 
two  witnesses  for  the  relator  as  to  the  cost  of  building  up 
the  business  to  its  present  state.  .  .  .  With  nothing 
opposed  to  those  facts  and  the  opinion  evidence  it  was 
not  justified  in  ignoring  the  evidence  of  'going  value'  or 
of  merely  attaching  some  inappreciable  importance  to 
it."  (210N.  Y.  492;  104N.  E.  911). 

In  the  case  of  Des  Moines  Water  Company  vs.  City  of  Des 
Moines,  the  Federal  Court  said  as  follows: 

"The  master  has  found  and  fixed  a  valuation  upon 
this  property,  as  a  going  concern,  as  distinguished  from 
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the  naked  plant.  As  to  this  both  reason  and  authorities 
sustain  him.  Everything  of  a  business  character  is  thus 
valued.  The  peanut  or  news-stand  on  the  street  corner, 
the  trunk  line  railroads  and  the  street  railroad  systems, 
the  city  and  the  village  stores,  the  newspapers,  the 
carriages  for  hire  in  the  cities,  dairies,  bus  lines, 
and  every  conceivable  business  proposition,  has  a 
greater  value  when  the  business  is  established,  and  it  is 
set  going,  over  and  above  what  such  value  would  be 
when  but  ready  for  operation.  A  telephone  system  may 
have  its  wires,  but  before  the  business  can  be  profitable 
it  must  have  patrons.  It  takes  effort  and  money  to  get 
patrons.  While  obtaining  patrons,  the  capital  stock  is 
earning  but  little  or  nothing.  The  street  car  system  may 
have  laid  its  rails  and  built  its  power  plant,  and  have 
bought  its  cars,  but  it  does  not  have  the  value  that  it 
afterwards  will  have  when  its  business  has  been  adjusted 
and  the  people  have  adjusted  their  business  and  their 
conveniences  to  work  in  harmony  with  the  system  thus 
established. 

"It  is  not  material  whether  we  call  it  *good-wiir,  or 
the  Value  of  a  going  concern',  but  there  is  an  intangible 
value  there,  and  the  owner  has  the  right  to  have  it  deter- 
mined on  such  increased  valuation. 

"Now  that  it  is  a  going  concern,  it  is  entitled  to  have 
these  values  considered  in  arriving  at  the  true  valuation 
of  the  plant.  Such  reasoning  is  endorsed  by  courts,  both 
national  and  state  Supreme  Courts,  and  such  conclu- 
sions are  the  result  of  sound  reasoning." 

Some  of  the  commissions  have  tried  to  make  out  that 
development  costs,  while  applicable  to  sale  and  condemna- 
tion cases,  are  not  to  be  considered  in  rate  cases.  The  Appel- 
late Division  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  however, 
overruled  the  public  service  commission  of  that  state  in 
People  ex  rel.  Kings  County  Lighting  Company  vs.  Willcox, 
Justice  Clarke,  who  wrote  the  opinion,  stating  the  position  of 
the  court  as  follows: 

"I  am  unable  to  perceive  a  logical  difference  between 
allowing  Agoing  value'  in  the  valuation  of  a  plant  when 
it  is  to  be  taken  entirely  by  the  public  and  allowing  the 
same  element  when  valuing  the  same  plant  for  rate- 
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making  purposes.  In  each  case  the  thing  to  be  done  is  the 
fair  appraisement  of  present  value.  What  difference  in 
principle  can  there  be  because  in  one  instance  all  is 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  public  and  in  the  other  the  pub- 
lic limits  the  earnings?  In  the  case  at  bar  the  commission 
says  it  'disallowed  this  claim  in  determining  fair  value, 
.  .  .  but  did  consider  it  in  fixing  the  rate  of  return.' 
If  so,  there  is  no  proof  of  that  fact  in  the  record." 

The  Wisconsin  Commission  from  its  earliest  decisions,  has 
recognized  development  costs  as  an  element  of  value  and  has 
referred  to  them  as  "actual  and  necessary,"  while  some  of 
the  newer  commissions,  and  particularly  those  of  the  politi- 
cal type,  would  have  us  believe  that  going  concern  value  is 
theoretical  and  non-existent. 

In  the  case  of  the  Superior  Water,  Light  and  Power  Com- 
pany, the  Wisconsin  Commission  said,  in  part,  as  follows: 

"These  facts  indicate  quite  clearly  that  the  respon- 
dent has  not  only  not  earned  enough  in  the  past  to  wipe 
out  the  original  cost  to  it  of  developing  its  business,  but 
that  even  under  present  conditions  it  would  cost  con- 
siderable sums  to  reproduce  its  businesses  as  they  now 
stand.  Development  costs  of  this  kind  are  actual  and 
necessary.  Without  them  the  services  rendered  the  pub- 
lic could  not  have  been  performed.  They  belong  among 
those  classes  of  costs  which,  on  the  ground  of  equity  as 
well  as  because  of  public  policy,  should  ordinarily  re- 
ceive consideration  in  fixing  the  amounts  upon  which, 
under  normal  conditions,  public  utilities  are  entitled  to 
reasonable  returns  for  interest  and  profits." 

This  same  commission  in  the  Beloit  Water,  Gas  &  Electric 
Company  case  has  stated  its  views  on  this  subject  in  even 
clearer  language  than  the  above  saying: 

"The  costs  of  developing  the  business  of  a  public 
utility  are  as  much  a  part  of  the  investment  in  the  busi- 
ness as  the  physical  structure." 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Wisconsin  has  always  sustained  the  commission  in  its  find- 
ings in  regard  to  "going  value"  or  "development  cost." 

References  of  like  character  could  be  quoted  by  the  dozen 
but  it  seems  hardly  necessary  when  so  many  of  the  courts  and 
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commissions  are  in  agreement  on  this  subject.  To  summar- 
ize, however,  the  following  quotations  from  the  decisions  of 
the  leading  public  service  commissions  may  be  enlightening: 

The  Alabama  Public  Service  Commission  says: 

"  .  .  .  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  anyone  .  .  .  would 
give  more  for  a  plant  that  was  a  going  concern  with  an 
attached  business  and  developed  earning  power,  and  an 
efficient  organization.  It  is  worth  more." 

The  Arizona  Corporation  Commission  says: 

"We  have  not  disregarded  this  item." 

The  California  Railroad  Commission  says: 

"Previous  decisions  of  this  commission  have  recog- 
nized the  necessity  of  compensating  for  such  early  losses, 
and  the  existence  of  a  going  value  is  recognized  by  both 
parties  to  the  complaint  in  the  present  case. 

"The  law  and  courts  and  the  authorities  without  ex- 
ception hold  that  going  concern  or  going  concern  value 
must  be  recognized  and  considered  as  an  element  in 
condemnation  cases." 

The  Colorado  Public  Utilities  Commission  says: 

"Notwithstanding  the  facts  hereinabove  set  forth,  the 
commission  will,  in  connection  with  defendant's  electric 
property,  make  due  allowance  for  the  fact  that  it  is  a 
going  concern,  with  an  established  business  and  in  suc- 
cessful operation." 

The  District  of  Columbia  Public  Utilities  Commission 
says: 

"...  after  careful  consideration,  concludes  that  it 
is  equitable  to  allow  for  development  cost  as  an  intan- 
gible item  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  cost 
of  reproduction  element  of  fair  value." 

The  Georgia  Railroad  Commission  says: 

"In  so  far  as  'going  value'  includes  such  elements  as 
actual  expense  of  attaching  business,  we  believe  that  it 
should  be  recognized  in  the  earlier  or  beginning  rates 
of  a  public  service  corporation  and  for  a  sufficient  period 
to  reimburse  the  company  for  such  reasonable  expen- 
ditures." 
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The  Illinois  Public  Utilities  Commission  says: 

"...  viewed  in  this  light,  *going  value'  ceases  to  be 
indefinite  and  formidable;  but  instead  reduces  itself  to 
a  remarkable  degree  of  concreteness.  However  con- 
scientiously a  scientific  solution  of  the  intangible  ele- 
ments may  be  striven  for,  it  is  quite  apparent  that,  at  the 
present  stage  of  progress  in  economic  theory  applied  to 
rate-making,  an  expression  of  'going  value'  is  to  be 
arrived  at,  not  by  utilizing  mathematical  formulas,  but 
by  considering  judicially  all  relevant  and  pertinent  facts 
established  in  any  case  under  consideration." 

The  Indiana  Public  Service  Commission  says: 

*That  'going  value'  as  an  essential  element  in  deter- 
mining the  value  of  a  public  utility  is  no  longer  an  open 
question." 

The  Kansas  Public  Utilities  Commission  says: 

"While  the  courts  and  commissions  are  far  from  being 
harmonious  upon  the  question  of  whether  or  not  'going 
value'  should  be  included  in  the  appraisement  of  a 
public  utility  for  rate-making  purposes,  it  would  appear 
that  the  great  weight  of  authority,  as  well  as  the  best 
considered  cases,  require  that  some  addition  be  made 
to  the  physical,  tangible  value  for  intangible  value  as  a 
'going  concern.' " 

The  Maine  Public  Utilities  Commission  says: 

"Our  theory  is  that  an  allowance  forgoing  value  should 
be  made  only  where  the  owners  have  not  already 
received  fair  compensation  for  the  use  of  their  capital 
during  a  reasonable  development  period." 

The  Maryland  Public  Service  Commission  says: 

"In  the  case  of  going  value,  sometimes  referred  to  as 
development  cost  or  cost  of  establishing  the  business, 
the  law  is  clear  that  whenever  the  fair  value  of  the  prop- 
erty of  a  public  utility  for  rate-making  purposes  is  to  be 
ascertained,  some  allowance  must  be  made  the  owners 
on  account  of  the  fact  that  their  business  is  an  estab- 
lished one  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  and  that  such  fact 
gives  to  the  property  an  inherent  added  value  which 
cannot  fairly  be  disregarded." 
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The  Michigan  Railroad  Commission  says: 

"It  will  be  conceded  that,  purely  as  a  matter  of  value, 
the  live,  going  exchange  is  worth  at  least  as  much  more 
than  the  dormant  one  as  it  would  cost  to  put  the  dor- 
mant exchange  into  the  active  condition.  It  would  be 
equally  justifiable  to  omit,  from  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty, the  cost  of  erecting  the  buildings  and  assembling 
and  constructing  the  exchange  as  to  omit  the  cost  of 
building  a  business  incidental  to  the  plant." 

The  Missouri  Public  Service  Commission  says: 

"This  commission  has  been  called  upon  to  consider 
'going  value*  and  intangibles  in  nearly  all  the  valuation 
cases  presented,  and  we  have  generally  declined  to  set 
out  a  separate  and  distinct  amount  as  representing  in- 
tangible or  going  value,  but  have  attempted  to  find  a 
fair  present  value,  upon  consideration  of  all  relevant 
matters.'' 

The  New  Hampshire  Public  Service  Commission  says: 

"That  a  proper  allowance  must  be  given  to  the  so- 
called  going  concern  element  in  placing  a  value  upon  the 
property  of  any  public  service  corporation  has  been  held 
repeatedly,  and  we  believe  is  required  by  consideration 
of  justice  as  well  as  by  authority." 

The  New  Jersey  Public  Utility  Commission  says: 

"The  'going  concern  value'  will  then  be  largely  rep- 
resented by  the  cost  of  developing  the  business  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  cost  of  securing  the  physical  structure. 
This  going  concern  value  may  include  the  cost  of  solicit- 
ing business,  cost  of  advertising,  cost  of  inducing  con- 
sumers to  take  service,  cost  of  exhibiting  appliances, 
cost  of  occasional  free  installations,  and  also  the  dearth 
of  adequate  returns  during  the  early  developmental 
years  of  the  company.  Depreciation  unearned  in  this 
period  may  also  sometimes  be  included  in  'going  con- 
cern value.'  Indeed,  the  term  'going  concern  value'  or 
'going  value'  may  be  employed  to  cover  the  total  value 
of  a  company's  property  over  and  above  the  structural 
value." 
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The  New  York  Public  Service  Commissions  said: 

"Going  value,  as  recognized  by  the  laws  of  this  state, 
seems  to  be  limited  to  expenses  incurred  in  the  earlier 
years  of  the  life  of  a  utility  in  building  up  its  business, 
and  not  recovered  from  the  public  in  the  way  of  earnings." 

The  Oregon  Public  Service  Commission  says: 

"The  question  of  the  reasonableness  of  the  allowance 
is  of  prime  importance  and,  under  its  present  enlighten- 
ment, the  commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  deter- 
mination of  a  proper  allowance  for  development  cost 
must  rest  upon  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  the 
determining  body  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  physical  plant  of  the  utility,  and  of  its  rates, 
results  of  operations,  operating  organization,  and  at- 
tached business;  the  nature  and  size  of  the  territory 
served,  growth  of  population,  and  kind,  number,  and 
general  circumstances  of  its  patrons;  the  general  com- 
mercial conditions  during  the  life  of  the  plant  and  during 
the  ownership  by  the  present  investors;  the  terms  of  and 
conditions  under  which  transfers  of  ownership  have 
occurred,  the  financial  history  of  the  plant;  the  progress 
of  the  art,  and  general  attitude  of  the  public  toward  its 
utility  product;  the  competitive  conditions,  if  any,  and 
all  other  matters  and  things  which,  in  the  particular 
instance,  may  have  a  bearing  upon  the  subject." 

The  Utah  Public  Utilities  Commission  says: 

"We  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  no  general  rule  can 
be  laid  down  for  the  determining  of  an  allowance  of  this 
character.  It  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  formula,  and  must 
be  made  only  upon  the  best  judgment  of  the  commission 
after  consideration  of  all  relevant  facts." 

The  Washington  Public  Service  Commission  says: 

"In  the  rate-making  value,  the  item  of  going  value  is 
replaced  by  the  item  of  development  cost.  It  is  clear  that 
while  the  item  of  going  value  would  be  of  direct  interest 
to  those  having  to  do  with  the  sale  or  purchase  or  financ- 
ing of  the  company,  it  is  not  an  item  necessarily  of 
interest  to  those  having  to  do  with  the  determination  of 
the  proper  selling  price  of  gas  .  .  .  The  item  of  de- 
velopment cost  is  allowed  by  the  commission." 
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The  Wisconsin  Railroad  Commission  says: 

"Investigations  of  the  facts  involved  make  it  quite 
obvious  that  justice  between  the  investors  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  consumers  on  the  other  requires  that  in 
valuing  public  utilities,  consideration  should  be  given  to 
the  amounts  expended  by  the  former  in  building  up  the 
business  of  such  plants.  This  is  especially  true  when  the 
earnings  of  a  utility  have  not  been  sufficient  to  meet 
reasonable  expenditures  for  development  of  the  busi- 
ness and  besides  this  cover  operating  expenses,  depre- 
ciation and  reasonable  returns  on  the  investment." 

From  the  above  quotations  it  is  apparent  that  most  of  the 
public  service  commissions,  and  certainly  those  which  are 
regarded  as  the  progressive  and  enlightened  ones,  do  recog- 
nize "development  cost"  as  an  element  that  must  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  the  determination  of  value  for  rate 
making  purposes. 

In  conclusion,  a  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  in  the  case  of  Des  Moines  Gas  Company  vs.  City  of 
Des  Moines  will  serve  to  sum  up  the  whole  matter  in  the 
fewest  words  possible: 

"This  element  of  value  (going  value)  is  a  property 
right,  and  should  be  considered  in  determining  the  value 
of  the  property  on  which  the  owner  has  the  right  to  make 
a  fair  return  when  the  same  is  privately  owned,  although 
dedicated  to  public  use." 
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By  the  Editor 

MATERIAL  things  are  of  little  worth  if  they  fail  to  min- 
ister to  beauty,  for  beauty  is  one  of  the  means  by  which 
the  weary  weight  of  this  unintelligible  world  is  lightened. 
Most  of  us  may  truthfully  say: 

"The  fretful  stir 
Unprofitable,  and  the  fever  of  the  world 
Have  hung  upon  the  beatings  of  my  heart.*' 

But  man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word 
of  God — by  every  manifestation  of  beauty,  in  nature,  in 
nobility  of  character,  in  the  creations  of  the  imagination. 
Each  of  us  has  a  haunting  assurance  of  this  fact.  The  world 
however,  is  too  much  with  us;  getting  and  spending,  we  lay 
waste  our  powers. 

That  is  why,  for  the  moment,  I  am  allowing  myself  to  for- 
get all  about  engineering  and  construction,  the  operation  and 
financing  of  public  utilities,  the  subtleties  and  strenuosities 
of  public  regulation.  My  mood  is  similar  to  that  of  the  admir- 
able woman  who  penned  the  familiar  line,  "I  love  to  steal  an 
hour  away."  My  stolen  hour  I  propose  to  pass  in  the  com- 
pany of  a  young  man  who,  if  he  fulfills  the  promise  of  his 
youth,  is  bound  to  exert  a  powerful  influence  on  American 
art. 

Mr.  Lawrence  T.  Stevens  is  the  nephew  of  a  member  of  the 
Stone  &  Webster  organization,  and  by  not  a  few  other  mem- 
bers his  career  as  a  sculptor  is  being  followed  with  intense 
interest.  Recently  he  has  captured  the  Prix  de  Rome  and 
gained  a  fellowship  at  the  American  Academy  at  Rome, 
where  he  will  pursue  his  studies  during  the  next  three  years. 
It  seems  not  only  to  me,  but  to  others  possessing  a  much 
better  critical  judgment,  that  his  work  possesses  highly  ex- 
ceptional qualities.  I  am  sure  that  the  illustrations  that  ac- 
company these  brief  remarks  will  make  that  clear  to  the 
most  casual  observer. 

Let  me  call  attention  to  Plate  iii.  The  figures  there  depicted 
were  executed  when  this  young  man  was  i6  years  of  age  and 
before  he  had  had  any  instruction  in  working  in  clay.  Admit- 
ting their  youthful  crudity,  they  are  nevertheless  alive — 
they  are  not  inert.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  characteris- 
tic is  in  the  sculptor  what  the  color  sense  is  in  the  painter,  the 
thing  without  which  the  artist  is  doomed  to  mediocrity. 
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Music — The  Winner  of  the  1922  Prix  de  Rome 
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But  while  these  early  figures  are  intensely  vitalized — par- 
ticularly that  of  the  young  man  about  to  spring  —  they 
possess  a  quality  that  allies  them  with  the  classic.  For  the 
charm  of  the  Greeks  is  that  no  matter  how  strenuous  or 
heroic  the  situations  they  are  depicting,  they  always  leave 
you  with  a  feeling  of  tranquillity.  As  Winckelmann  has  so 
finely  said:  **As  the  depths  of  the  sea  remain  always  at  rest, 
however  the  surface  may  be  agitated,  so  the  expression  in  the 
figures  of  the  Greeks  reveals  in  the  midst  of  passion  a  great 
and  steadfast  soul." 

Before  saying  a  word  or  two  about  the  group  which  gained 
for  Mr.  Stevens  the  Prix  de  Rome^  let  me  point  out  a  third 
characteristic  of  his  work.  He  seems  instinctively  to  have 
grasped  the  fact  that  the  keynote  of  art  is  beauty.  The 
Greeks  frowned  on  representations  of  ugliness  and  triviality. 
I  take  it  that  the  aim  of  the  Greek  artists  was  to  teach  man 
to  know  himself,  and  at  his  best.  They  depicted  him  (and  all 
else  with  which  they  related  him  in  their  sculpture)  in  the 
noblest,  most  graceful,  most  harmonious  terms,  eliminating 
all  that  was  meretricious,  ephemeral,  and  calculated  to 
excite  painful  or  revolting  emotions. 

To  stir,  to  tranquillize,  to  awaken  the  sense  of  beauty,  is 
the  purpose  of  great  art.  And  it  is  because  the  young  man  in 
whose  company  I  am  spending  this  hour  stolen  from  bread 
and  butter  aflfairs  seems  to  have  been  born  with  this  ability 
that  those  who  have  studied  his  early  work  have  great  faith 
in  his  future.  His  latest  work  indicates  that  his  technique  has 
already  reached  a  high  point  of  development.  With  maturing 
thought  and  feeling,  with  a  growing  knowledge  and  apprecia- 
tion of  the  best  that  has  been  said  and  done,  he  should  put 
all  lovers  of  the  beautiful  heavily  in  his  debt. 

Indeed,  he  has  already  accomplished  this  with  the  few  who 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  study  his  work.  For  his  statue 
of  "Music"  (which  gained  him  the  Prix  de  Rome)  is  a  not- 
able production.  Here  we  have  a  youth  pouring  forth  his  love 
in  song  to  a  maiden;  but  the  underlying  suggestion  is  that  of 
the  creative  musician  and  his  rapt  and  inarticulate  audience. 
The  conception  is  poetic,  the  modeling  exquisite,  and  the 
effect  in  the  highest  degree  elevating. 

And  one  should  note  the  sculptor's  fidelity  to  his  art.  It 
will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  not  the  slightest  diminution 
of  care  and  thoroughness  in  the  rear  details.  I  may  be  wrong, 
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An  Athlete 
Executed  in  the  winter  of  1921 
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but  personally  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  back  of  the 
maiden  in  this  group  is  one  of  the  finest  effects  in  modeling 
ever  achieved  in  American  sculpture. 

Lawrence  Tenney  Stevens  was  born  in  Brighton,  Mass., 
July  16,  1896.  On  graduating  from  the  high  school,  he  was 
given  a  scholarship  at  the  art  school  of  the  Boston  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts,  where  he  remained  until  the  war,  when  he  was 
commissioned  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  4th  Field  Artillery 
(Regulars),  being  later  advanced  to  first  lieutenant.  After 
the  war,  he  went  to  the  Mexican  oil  fields  to  earn  money  to 
prosecute  his  studies.  Eventually,  he  obtained  once  more  a 
scholarship  at  the  Museum  School.  There  he  remained  until 
he  won  the  Prix  de  Rome^  incidentally  working  evenings  at 
the  Boston  Normal  Art  School  to  perfect  his  drawing. 

Few  sculptors  have  served  a  more  laborous  apprenticeship. 
Few  persons  have  more  efl^ectually  testified  to  the  fact  that 
where  there  is  the  will  there  is  the  way.  He  at  least  has  shown 
us  the  truth  of  Dr.  Johnson's  statement  that  few  things  are 
impossible  to  diligence  and  skill. 

In  concluding,  I  may  as  well  disclose  my  real  motive  in 
writing  this  article.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  am  trying  to  beat 
the  devil  around  a  stump.  Mr.  Stevens  accomplishment  is 
something  that  personally  I  take  great  pleasure  in  contem- 
plating, but  on  its  face  it  is  not  within  the  specific  scope  of 
this  publication.  It  contains  implications,  however,  that 
should  arrest  the  attention  of  all  engaged  in  practical 
afl^airs.  For  it  points  unmistakably  to  the  fact  that  we  are 
creating  conditions  in  this  country  that  will  sooner  or  later 
be  reflected  in  more  sightly  and  harmonious  public  works. 
We  may  hope  that  eventually  our  great  utilitarian  activities 
will  be  garbed  as  artistically  as  they  are  abroad. 

To  combine  seemliness  with  utility  is  a  crying  need  of  this 
nation.  The  architectural  standards  employed  in  the  con- 
struction of  mills  and  factories  and  bridges  and  power  sta- 
tions are  not  such  as  to  flatter  the  pride  of  the  American 
people.  Frankly,  I  am  using  Mr.  Stevens  to  point  a  moral,  as 
well  as  to  adorn  a  tale.  He  is  an  index  of  what  I  believe  to  be  a 
national  aspiration  for  more  correct  ornamentation  in  our 
daily  lives.  A  fountain  rises  no  higher  than  its  source.  The 
appearance  of  our  cities,  our  towns  and  our  countryside  con- 
forms to  the  instincts  of  those  who  make  them  what  they 
are.  Mr.  Stevens  is  an  exponent  of  pure  beauty,  and  his  work 
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is  not  such  as  we  generally  associate  with  utilitarian  affairs. 
My  contention  is,  however,  that  a  growing  appreciation  of 
such  work  as  his  signifies  a  growing  appreciation  of  the 
beautiful  in  every  other  line  of  work.  It  is  an  outward  and 
visible  sign  of  a  finer  inward  grace  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  And  this  refining  of  the  fundamental  sense  of 
the  beautiful  should  eventuate — and  before  long — in  more 
graceful  public  and  private  structures,  which  shall  be  none 
the  less  efficient,  while  even  more  economical,  because  of 
their  increased  seemliness. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  Summer  Frolic 
By  L.  S.  Cowles 

ON  Thursday,  June  29,  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  that 
night  to  the  soft  coal  mining  district  of  West  Virginia 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  appraisal  of  a  mining  town  on 
Paint  Creek.  Coal  mine  and  West  Virginia  did  not  sound  at 
all  attractive,  particularly  with  the  memory  of  the  Herrin 
tragedy  still  fresh. 

I  left  Boston  for  New  York  on  the  "midnight"  Thursday 
and  met  Treadwell  in  New  York,  Friday  morning.  We  were 
to  pick  up  Putnam  at  Washington  and  proceed  to  Charleston, 
Friday  afternoon.  Putnam  had  learned  of  the  triple  holi- 
day and,  after  being  three  weeks  in  Washington,  he  had  just 
finished  up  his  work  and  expected  to  return  to  Boston  the 
night  before  our  arrival  at  the  Capital.  Instead  of  a  joyful 
homecoming,  he  received  a  wire  to  meet  Treadwell  and  my- 
self at  Washington  and  accompany  us  on  our  trip  to  West 
Virginia. 

We  left  Washington  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad 
at  2  p.  M.  on  Friday  and  in  spite  of  the  heat,  enjoyed  the 
journey.  The  Shenandoah  Valley  was  most  attractive  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  There  were  disturbing  elements,  however. 
On  the  train  from  New  York  to  Washington  we  read  in  the 
newspaper  that  West  Virginia  state  troops  had  been  ordered 
to  the  mining  districts  without  specifying  any  particular 
place.  It  was  even  more  disconcerting  when,  after  purchasing 
a  copy  of  a  Richmond  paper  at  some  little  station  in  Virginia, 
we  read  the  following: 

Order  Out  West  Virginia  Troops 

To  Break  Up  March  On  Mines 

Two  Companies  of  Guardsmen  Sent 

to  Cabin  and  Paint  Creek  Districts 

Charleston,  W.  Va.,  June  30. — Two  companies  of  the  National 

Guard  were  sent  to  the  Cabin  Creek  and  Paint  Creek  district  early 

today  to  break  up  an  incipient  march  against  mines  on  Cabin  Creek 

which  had  been  operated  on  open  shop  basis. 

The  troops  were  mobilized  and  dispatched  on  order  of  Governor 
Morgan  after  he  received  reports  that  bodies  of  men  were  gathering 
on  Paint  Creek  and  marching  toward  Dry  Branch,  Cabin  Creek. 

This  sounded  most  interesting,  as  our  destination  was 
Milburn,  about  seventeen  miles  up  Paint  Creek  from  the 
main  line  of  the  C.  &.  O.  Railroad.  Not  that  we  had  any  fears. 
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No,  indeed!  But,  of  course,  there  were  the  folks  at  home  to 
consider.  Before  leaving  Boston,  I  had  been  cautioned  not  to 
take  any  chances,  but  after  an  800  or  900  mile  journey,  it 
would  naturally  take  a  regular  disturbance  to  make  one 
turn  back  before  completing  the  task  assigned. 

Our  train  was  scheduled  to  arrive  at  Charleston  at  3  a.  m. 
Friday,  at  which  time  we  were  required  to  leave  the  train  as 
the  sleeper  continued  on  its  way.  We  jointly  and  severally 
cautioned  the  Pullman  porter  to  awaken  us  at  2.30.  While 
slumbering  peacefully,  I  felt  a  tug  at  my  elbow.  I  switched 
on  the  electric  light,  looked  at  my  watch  and  discovered 
that  it  was  just  3  o'clock.  On  peering  through  the  window  I 
could  see  that  we  were  approaching  the  city.  Five  minutes 
isn't  a  whole  lot  of  time  to  dress  and  get  one's  belongings  off 
the  train,  but  we  managed  to  do  it,  although  Put  had  to 
finish  dressing  on  the  station  platform. 

We  took  the  last  available  taxi  to  a  hotel  where  Treadwell 
and  Putnam  registered.  In  the  meantime,  I  requested  the 
taxi  driver  to  take  me  to  the  state  Capitol  where  I  expected 
to  find  an  orderly  in  the  Adjutant-General's  office  glued  to  a 
telephone  ready  to  receive  orders  at  any  moment  to  mobilize 
the  entire  state  militia.  We  approached  some  ruins,  which 
might  have  been  the  Roman  Forum,  and  I  was  advised  that 
this  was  all  that  remained  of  the  old  state  capitol  building, 
but  that  the  departments  were  housed  temporarily  in  a 
wooden  structure  across  the  way. 

Sure  enough,  the  temporary  capitol  was  lighted  up,  but 
the  front  door  locked.  After  hammering  on  the  door  for  five 
minutes,  a  sleepy  looking  individual  came  ambling  along  and 
with  great  difficulty  unlocked  the  revolving  doors.  He  turned 
out  to  be  the  night  watchman,  the  only  man  in  the  building 
at  the  time.  He  could  give  me  no  information  as  to  the  move- 
ment of  the  state  troops,  so  I  proceeded  to  the  police  station 
(time  3.30  A.  M.).  Here  I  was  received  very  courteously  by  a 
couple  of  police  sergeants  who  kindly  presented  me  with  a 
Charleston  evening  newspaper  announcing  the  return  of  the 
troops  to  Charleston  that  afternoon. 

My  chauflFeur  was  not  so  sure  about  the  return  of  the 
troops,  stating  that  they  had  gone  down  to  the  mining  dis- 
trict in  hired  automobiles,  all  of  which  had  returned  empty. 
Well,  anyway,  I  had  endeavored  to  cover  the  ground  as  far 
as  precautionary  measures  were  concerned  and  turned  in  at 
4  A.  M.  after  leaving  a  call  with  the  night  clerk  for  7.30. 
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There  wasn't  much  choice  of  trains  from  Charleston  to  our 
destination,  only  one  a  day  in  each  direction,  so  that  it  was 
essential  to  catch  the  9  o'clock  train.  To  get  to  Milburn,  we 
returned  East  over  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  to  Paint  Creek 
Junction,  at  which  point  it  was  necessary  to  change  cars  for 
the  Paint  Creek  branch. 

We  hung  around  Paint  Creek  Junction  more  than  half  an 
hour  after  the  time  scheduled  for  the  train  to  leave  for  Mil- 
burn,  for  lack  of  a  locomotive  to  haul  us.  One  finally  showed 
up  and  we  proceeded  on  our  way  up  the  creek.  It  took  an 
hour  and  a  half  to  make  the  17  mile  run  to  Milburn,  making 
eight  or  ten  stops  at  mining  camps  along  the  way,  also  pass- 
ing several  abandoned  camps.  At  two  of  these  however,  there 
seemed  to  be  one  or  two  families  that  had  remained;  What 
for,  nobody  knows. 

On  approaching  Milburn  we  were  agreeably  surprised  to 
note  the  high  quality  of  the  dwelling  houses.  Nothing  won- 
derful, but  far  superior  to  those  we  had  passed  down  the 
creek.  A  large  crowd  of  striking  miners  was  on  hand  at  the 
station,  which  consisted  of  a  rude  platform  for  receiving 
freight  and  a  sign  marked  "Milburn."  Two  members  of  the 
West  Virginia  state  constabulary  with  pistols  on  their  hips 
furrtished  a  pleasing  sight.  We  alighted  from  the  train,  crossed 
the  bridge  to  the  Company's  store  and  office,  an  excellently 
constructed  building  very  well  maintained.  After  meeting 
the  Manager  of  the  mine  and  the  Engineer,  we  were  escorted 
to  the  "Club,"  where  we  were  to  put  up  during  our  stay. 

The  "Club"  consisted  of  two  two-story  boarding  houses. 
It  was  not  exactly  a  club,  but  it  did  have  a  bath  tub,  thereby 
gaining  distinction  over  the  neighboring  houses.  After  so- 
journing at  the  "Club"  a  few  days,  we  gathered  that  the 
occupants  of  these  two  buildings  included  striking  miners, 
non-union  miners  who  were  working  the  mines,  two  members 
of  the  state  constabulary  and  our  party  of  three.  The 
strikers  said  nothing,  the  non-union  miners  said  nothing,  the 
members  of  the  state  constabulary  said  nothing,  so  we  re- 
mained silent.  The  conversation  at  the  table  was  not  ani- 
mated, consisting  mainly  of  "Please  pass  th'  butter"  and 
'Tlease  pass  th'  bread."  The  whole  camp  was  painfully 
silent.  After  a  spell  of  this,  a  street  brawl  or  dog  fight  would 
surely  have  been  welcome.  The  silence  became  oppressive. 
On  meeting  anyone  on  the  street,  however,  there  was  the 
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formal  exchange  of  greeting  of  "How  d'do,"  with  the  accent 
on  the  "how."  Several  of  the  strikers  did  ask  us  whether  or 
not  we  were  mining  inspectors,  but  we  gave  them  an  evasive 
reply. 

As  fate  would  have  it,  we  arrived  at  Milburn  Saturday  at 
noon,  ready  for  work,  just  as  our  brothers  at  home  were 
starting  out  for  a  triple  holiday.  Our  principal  desire,  how- 
ever, was  to  get  through  and  get  away,  so  that  we  started  in 
at  once  to  work  days,  nights,  Sunday  and  holiday,  so  as  to 
clean  up  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  first  night  was  hot,  and  with  two  in  a  bed  and  the 
boarding  house  cow  outside  the  window  with  cow  bell  around 
her  neck,  grazing  all  night  long,  there  was  not  much  sleep  for 
me,  at  least. 

Wasn't  it  Shakespeare  who  said: 

"For  work  we  love  we  rise  be  time, 
And  go  to*t  with  delight.** 

Well,  whether  we  loved  our  work  or  not,  we  rose  betime, 
mainly  because  the  breakfast  bell  rang  at  5.30  a.  m.  This  had 
its  advantages,  however,  because  it  enabled  us  to  start  out 
at  6.30  sharp  and  make  a  day  of  it.  The  weather  was  far  from 
satisfactory.  Saturday  afternoon,  showers;  Sunday,  showers; 
Monday,  showers  in  the  morning,  heavy  rain  in  the  after- 
noon; Tuesday,  July  4,  rain  all  day.  At  home  I  would  have 
heard  the  familiar  question,  "Can  you  find  your  rubbers  and 
umbrella?"  Nothing  like  that  at  Milburn.  I  always  supposed 
I  couldn't  stand  wet  feet.  The  problem  was  solved  easily 
and  simply,  too.  The  recipe  is  to  start  the  day  with  shoes  and 
socks  thoroughly  wet,  and  no  harm  results. 

The  Milburn  camp  was  pleasantly  situated  along  the  banks 
of  the  Creek  with  more  than  100  dwelling  houses,  a  theatre, 
two  churches,  a  large  store  and  oflSce  building,  and  all  the 
necessary  buildings  required  for  mining  purposes.  The  roofs 
of  all  the  buildings  were  covered  with  fine  white  pebbles 
which  gave  a  most  pleasing  efl^ect.  The  dwelling  houses 
ranged  in  size  from  two  rooms  to  seven  rooms.  There  were 
two  officials'  houses  located  upon  the  hillside,  a  hundred  feet 
above  the  Creek,  which  were  large,  well  constructed  build- 
ings, thoroughly  equipped  in  every  way,  and  which  would 
compare  with  the  best  grade  frame  houses  in  any  city. 

In  order  to  get  to  the  mouth  of  the  lower  mine,  it  was  nec- 
essary to  be  hoisted  up  an  incline  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees, 
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then  walk  more  than  a  mile  along  the  mine  car  tracks,  most 
of  this  distance  being  in  three  tunnels.  These  tunnels  were 
low  studded  in  places  and  it  was  a  case  of  crouching  and  stum- 
bling along  in  the  dark.  The  fact  that  a  live  trolley  wire  was 
strung  just  above  the  right  ear  didn't  add  to  the  peace  of 
mind.  The  mines  themselves  were  even  more  low  studded 
than  the  tunnels,  but  as  Treadwell  was  to  cover  this  part  of 
the  work,  Put  and  I  didn't  worry. 

As  I  said  before,  we  were  keen  to  finish  up  and  get  away. 
Not  that  we  want  to  knock  the  town.  We  don't.  It  was  far 
superior  to  any  of  the  other  camps  in  the  Paint  Creek  Valley. 
Furthermore,  the  company  officials  were  regular  fellows,  and 
this  helped  a  whole  lot.  We  just  missed  being  able  to  catch 
the  8.10  A.  M.  train  Thursday,  July  6,  so  that  it  looked  like 
another  24  hours  at  Milburn.  The  General  Manager,  how- 
ever, came  to  our  rescue  and  offered  to  take  us  over  the  moun- 
tains, some  25  miles,  to  Montgomery,  a  town  on  the  main 
line  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad.  The  G.  M.,  mine 
engineer,  and  camp  physician,  wanted  to  go  over  to  Mont- ' 
gomery  anyway  to  visit  a  barber  shop,  the  local  shop  being 
closed. 

We  finished  up  about  noon,  and  at  two  o'clock,  seven  of  us 
piled  into  a  Buick,  and  with  two  suit  cases,  three  bags  and 
three  sets  of  plans,  the  car  was  completely  filled. 

The  ride  to  Montgomery  was  a  thriller!  We  had  to  pass 
over  two  mountains  and  the  road  for  the  most  part  was 
chisled  out  of  the  side  of  the  hills.  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
there  is  a  highway  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  with  more 
hairpin  turns  than  had  this  road.  Of  course,  the  valley  was 
not  generally  more  than  a  couple  of  hundred  feet  below  the 
road,  compared  with  much  greater  drops  in  the  western 
country,  but  in  case  of  a  tumble,  it  is  likely  to  be  the  first 
couple  of  hundred  feet  that  are  the  hardest  and  do  the 
damage. 

This  road  was  an  excellent  example  of  highway  engineer- 
ing and  exceptionally  well  constructed,  the  pitch  being  al- 
ways toward  the  mountain.  This  feature  made  it  easy  riding 
on  the  outer  turns  but  on  the  inner  curves  the  banking  was 
in  the  wrong  direction,  which  made  it  bad  for  the  tires  as 
well  as  uncomfortable  for  the  riders.  The  car  was  some  speed 
wagon,  a  sure  enough  advertisement  for  the  manufacturer. 
The  doctor  and  I  exchanged  quite  a  little  conversation. 
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(stage  whispers,  of  course,  so  as  not  to  offend  the  G.  M.  at 
the  wheel),  about  how  we  were  moving  so  fast  that  we  could 
not  really  enjoy  the  scenery,  and  how  we  hoped  it  would  not 
be  our  last  ride  over  this  road,  and  the  like.  We  felt  that  the 
effect  of  our  conversation  was  being  recorded  on  the  speed- 
ometer. As  luck  would  have  it,  we  met  only  one  car  on  the 
mountain  road  and  that  on  a  straight  run. 

We  were  a  little  short  of  money  and  contemplated  cashing 
a  check  on  our  arrival  at  Montgomery.  Although  the  bank 
was  closed  when  we  arrived,  our  friends  were  able  to  hunt  up 
some  of  the  officials  who  were  glad  to  accommodate  us  with 
as  much  money  as  we  desired. 

The  train  for  the  East  was  scheduled  to  leave  at  7.30  p.  m. 
and  what  was  my  chagrin  when  I  learned,  upon  telephoning 
Charleston,  that  all  berths  had  been  engaged.  The  drug  store 
proprietor,  overhearing  my  telephone  conversation,  sug- 
gested that  we  might  proceed  East  as  far  as  Hinton,  where 
there  was  a  good  hotel,  spending  the  night  at  Hinton  and 
continuing  to  Washington  the  next  day.  This  meant  a  12 
hour  delay  and  was  not  at  all  pleasing  to  us,  as  we  were  eager 
to  arrive  home  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  train,  however,  we  learned  from  the 
Pullman  conductor  that  there  were  two  upper  berths  that 
were  not  occupied,  so  that  our  visit  to  Hinton  did  not  mate- 
rialize. We  arrived  at  Washington,  Friday  morning  about 
forty  minutes  late,  but  with  five  minutes  leeway  to  catch  the 
"Colonial"  for  Boston. 

As  usual,  most  of  our  troubles  never  happen,  and  instead 
of  this  trip  being  a  riot,  it  turned  out  to  be  a  "dud." 

While  in  the  mining  districts,  our  motto  was  "silence"  so 
that  we  were  unable  to  learn  anything  with  regard  to  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  strike.  From  my  own  personal  ob- 
servations, however,  I  can  say  that,  in  the  district  we 
visited,  the  miners  work  hard,  under  particularly  severe 
conditions,  and  with  scant  opportunity  for  recreation  after 
their  day's  work  is  done. 
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Conditions  In  Stone  &  Webster  Territory 

The  managers  of  the  companies  operated  by  Stone  6f  Webster,  Inc., 
write  to  the  Management  Division  oj  Stone  6f  Webster  about  the  first  of 
each  month  with  reference  to  conditions  in  their  respective  localities 
during  the  preceding  month.  A  digest  of  these  letters  is  published  each 
month  in  the  Stone  6f  Webster  Journal. 

General  Notes 

The  Managers'  Convention  for  1922  will  be  held  in  Boston,  October  9, 10, 11  and 
12.  The  following  committee  has  been  appointed:  Harry  T.  Edgar,  chairman; 
Charles  F.  W.  Wetterer,  A.  Stuart  Pratt,  Marcy  L.  Sperry,  Charles  W. 
Kellogo,  Henry  A.  Lemmon,  Edward  F.  Flynn,  secretary. 

Mr.  C.  a.  Stone  is  spending  his  vacation  cruising  along  the  Maine  coast. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Webster  is  enjoying  his  vacation  at  North  Haven,  Me. 

Mr.  Russell  Robb  has  also  chosen  Maine  as  the  scene  of  his  vacation,  being  at 
Seal  Harbor. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Bradlee  left  Boston  on  August  9,  for  a  motor  trip  through  the  White 
Mountains.  He  will  spend  a  week  at  Dixville  Notch. 

Mr.  F.  p.  Royce  sailed  on  the  Jcquiiania,  August  i,  for  Liverpool. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Hunt  b  away  on  his  vacation,  which  he  is  spending  at  Duzbury,  Mass. 

Mr.  a.  Stuart  Pratt  has  returned  from  his  vacation. 

Mr.  M.  L.  Sperry  has  returned  from  his  vacation  at  Brooklin,  Maine. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Burke  has  returned  from  Pinewood  Camps,  Canton,  Maine,  where 
he  was  accompanied  on  his  vacation  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Alexander,  manager  of  the 
Keokuk  Electric  Company. 

Mr.  J.  H.  BissELL  is  spending  a  month  at  Cataumet,  Mass. 

Mr.  H.  ViTHNCHOFF  has  returned  from  Halifax,  N.  S.  and  left  for  the  Northwest. 

Mr.  L.  C.  Bradley,  district  manager,  of  the  Texas  district,  was  in  the  office  the 
first  week  in  August. 

Mr.  Ansel  A.  Packard  has  been  appointed  local  manager  of  the  Middletown 
division  of  the  Connecticut  Power  Company. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Harding,  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Houston  Electric  Company  was 
in  the  office  during  the  second  week  of  August. 

The  convention  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  recently  held  at 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  was  attended  by  Messrs.  L.  S.  Cowles,  H.  A.  Haoeman, 
A.  A.  Northrup  and  F.  M.  Wood.  The  trip  included  a  special  train  to  Portland, 
Maine,  a  shore  dinner  on  Long  Island,  in  Casco  Bay  and  a  steamer  trip  among  the 
islands. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Trull,  formerly  secretary  to  Mr.  Sperry,  has  been  trans- 
ferred  to  the  Pawtucket  division  of  the  Blackstone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  Com- 
pany. Mr.  J.  B.  Hayes,  formerly  with  the  Nova  Scotia  Tramways  Company, 
Limited,  succeeds  Mr.  Trull. 

Messrs.  William  C.  Brandes,  State  University  of  Iowa,  Engineering  College, 
1922;  Francis  J.  Domingues,  University  of  Texas,  1922;  Harvey  L.  Williams, 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  1922;  and  Kenneth  C.  Lasseter,  Georgia 
School  of  Technology,  1922,  have  joined  the  Statistics  Department. 

Mr.  Reginald  C.  Burr,  formerly  of  the  Statistics  Department,  has  sailed  to 
Ponce,  P.  R.  to  be  employed  by  the  Ponce  Electric  Company. 
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Mr.  J.  W.  Howard  has  been  transferred  from  the  Statistics  Department  to  the 
Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company  as  assistant  to  the  sales  manager. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Tucker,  of  Tyler,  Tucker,  Eames  and  Wright,  has  returned  to  his 
island  in  Lake  Winnepesaukee,  N.  H.,  to  finish  the  unexpired  term  of  his  vacation. 

Capt.  James  Francis  McLaughlin,  superintendent  light  and  power  depart- 
ment, £1  Paso  Electric  Railway  Company,  and  secretary  of  the  BULLkoney  CLUB, 
arrived  in  Boston,  July  lo.  The  following  day  there  was  a  luncheon  in  his  honor  at 
the  Boston  City  Club  attended  by  Charles  F.  W.  Wetterbr,  John  H.  Bissell, 
Philip  L.  Warren,  Ralph  H.  Williams,  John  T.  G.  Nichols,  Luther  R.  Nash, 
James  J.  Reynolds,  William  E.  Tucker,  of  Tyler,  Tucker,  Eames  &  Wright, 
James  Bertram  Hayes,  Henry  Rogers  Whiton,  William  T.  Crawford, 
Edward  F.  Flynn.  Two  attractive  pipes  were  presented  to  Captain  McLaughun. 


Baton  Rouge,  La.,  July  21 

The  Louisiana  Railway  and  Navigation  Company  has  applied  to  the  Commission 
Council  for  permission  to  parallel  its  present  track  with  a  second  track.  Officials 
of  the  company  state  that  several  new  industries  are  seeking  locations  along  its 
right  of  way,  but  they  cannot  be  served  without  additional  trackage  facilities. 

The  Standard  Oil  Company  is  running  at  full  capacity,  and  other  industries 
report  a  normal  business  for  this  season  of  the  year. 

Wholesalers  and  retailers  in  all  lines  report  excellent  business  for  this  time  of  year, 
and  are  looking  forward  to  a  normal  fall  business. 

The  month  of  June  was  the  best  month  we  have  had  this  year,  and  although  we 
do  not  anticipate  quite  so  large  gross  earnings  for  July,  present  indications  are  that 
railway  earnings  will  be  well  over  the  estimate,  and  that  earnings  in  the  other  two 
departments  will  at  least  equal  the  estimates. 

Work  has  been  begun  on  the  new  State-Times  building  on  the  southwest  side  of 
Florida  Street  between  Third  and  Church  Streets. 

Announcement  has  been  made  of  the  plans  to  erect  a  new  two  story  office  building 
on  the  site  of  the  present  Elk's  Theatre  building  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Florida 
and  Third  Streets.  Foundations  will  be  laid  for  several  additional  stories.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  comers  in  town,  and  the  replacing  of  the  present  unsightly 
structure  with  a  modem  building  will  be  a  great  improvement. 

There  is  little  change  as  to  labor  and  employment  conditions.  About  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  left  the  local  shops  of  the  Y.  &  M.  V.  raiht)ad  when  the  strike  was 
called,  but  most  of  them  are  awaiting  the  settlement  of  the  strike  and  are  making 
no  effort  to  obtain  other  work. 

J.  J.  Dowung,  gas  engineer,  who  has  been  in  the  employ  of  this  company  for  the 
past  two  years,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company  and  left 
Baton  Rouge  on  July  3  to  take  up  his  new  duties  there.  Before  leaving  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  handsome  traveling  bag  by  the  members  of  the  organization. 
James  Linnehan,  ledger  clerk,  has  been  advanced  to  paymaster. 
G.  W.  Loveland,  assistant  cashier,  has  been  advanced  to  cashier  replacing  J.  N. 
Lopez  who  has  been  advanced  to  the  position  of  ledger  clerk. 

Eddie  Thomas,  a  former  employee  of  this  company,  has  joined  the  accounting 
department  as  assistant  cashier.  Mr.  Thomas  was  formerly  a  member  of  this 
department  but  was  transferred  to  the  power  station  a  few  years  ago.  He  was  in  a 
very  serious  automobile  accident  last  summer  and  has  just  been  able  to  return  to 
work. 
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J.  M.  Bergeron  has  been  employed  as  meter  reader  replacing  C.  H.  Kino  who 
has  been  advanced  to  collector. 

W.  G.  Gay,  chief  engineer,  recently  spent  a  few  days  in  Rock  Island,  Illinois, 
attending  a  grotto  convention  which  was  being  held  there.  Mr.  Gay  visited  the 
properties  in  Keokuk  on  his  trip. 

J.  C.  Lamb,  sales  manager,  has  returned  from  his  vacation  spent  in  Tampa. 

R.  W.  LovELAND,  of  the  commercial  department,  spent  his  vacation  with  rela- 
tives  in  Wisconsin. 

The  company  recently  purchased  a  lot  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Florida  and 
Fifth  Streets  where  an  office  building  will  be  erected.  For  some  time  our  present 
office  has  been  too  small  for  our  needs  and  in  addition  the  business  section  of  the 
city  is  growing  away  from  the  present  office  site.  The  new  location  will  place  us 
nearer  the  business  section  and  will  continue  to  improve  as  the  city  grows. 

Beaumont,  Tex.,  July  24 

Local  manufacturing  industries  are  continuing  at  about  an  even  rate,  with 
probably  a  tendency  to  slack  off  somewhat  during  the  summer  months.  The  refiner- 
ies, however,  are  continuing  to  turn  out  a  substantial  output  and  are  either  now 
handling  or  contemplating  handling  considerable  construction  work  in  the  near 
future. 

Local  wholesale  and  retail  business  is  holding  its  own  which  is  more  or  less  in  line 
with  the  normal  condition  in  the  summer. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  company,  the  business  outlook  for  the  next  few  months 
appears  excellent.  During  the  summer  months  business  is  always  good  on  account 
of  the  ice  loads  and  they  usually  pick  up  through  September.  In  addition  to  the 
normal  power  loads,  we  are  showing  an  excellent  growth  in  customers  connected, 
which  amounted  to  a  net  gain  of  165  for  June. 

Building  continues  at  an  active  rate  and  is  chiefly  centered  in  the  construction 
of  small  homes. 

Labor  and  employment  conditions  in  Jefferson  G)unty  have  been  probably 
better  for  the  most  part  than  any  other  section  of  Texas  and  so  far  the  local  situa- 
tion has  not  been  affected  to  any  great  extent  by  the  railway  strike. 

Mr.  Luke  C.  Bradley,  district  manager,  spent  July  i  in  Beaumont  on  business. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Townsend,  manager;  Mr.  J.  Bowes,  lighting  superintendent.  Port 
Arthur;  Mr.  H.  E.  Braunig,  superintendent  of  distribution,  Beaumont;  Mr.  W. 
A.  Robertson,  railway  superintendent  and  Mr.  P.  E.  Miller,  assistant  treasurer, 
left  for  Galveston  on  July  10,  to  attend  the  district  managers'  meeting  held  in  that 
city  on  the  nth  and  12th. 

Mr.  L.  C.  Singleton,  claim  agent;  Mrs.  Ruth  Carnes,  of  the  railway  depart- 
ment and  Miss  Paula  Kirkley,  of  the  purchasing  department,  are  among  those  on 
vacations. 

Mr.  a.  Hatley,  formerly  in  the  transportation  department  of  the  Houston 
Electric  G>mpany,  arrived  on  the  20th  to  fill  the  position  of  purchasing  agent, 
that  position  being  vacated  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Morrow,  who  leaves  the  organization  on 
the  fiirst  to  go  in  business  for  himself. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Taylor,  chief  engineer,  returned  Wednesday,  July  19,  after  a  six 
weeks'  stay  at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  where  he  had  been  taking  the  baths  to  recup- 
erate from  a  run  down  condition. 

Mr.  a.  H.  Cannon,  engineer  in  the  Port  Arthur  station,  left  June  15  for  his  vaca* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Conditions  in  Stone  6f  Webster  T^erritory  163 

don,  after  which  he  will  report  to  the  Galveston  Electric  Company  as  chief  engineer* 
he  having  been  transferred  to  that  company. 

Ma.  Lancaster,  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Galveston  Electric  Company,  was  in 
Beaumont  on  business,  July  i8. 

Ma.  T.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Beaumont  accounting  department,  left  for  Galveston  on 
July  20  on  temporary  work  for  the  Galveston  Electric  Company. 

Belungham,  Wash.,  July  25 

All  of  the  lumber  mills  in  the  vicinity  of  Bellingham  are  operating  on  two  shifts. 
The  Clear  Lake  Lumber  Company  b  still  operating  but  its  manufacture  is  cur- 
tailed considerably  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  logs. 

Both  of  the  cement  plants  are  still  operating  to  capacity  and  have  large  future 
orders. 

Pacific  American  Fisheries  report  a  normal  catch  on  the  Pacific  side  of  the  Alaska 
fishing  grounds  but  the  catch  in  the  Puget  Sound  district  so  far  has  been  somewhat 
.  disappointing. 

The  tourist  season  so  far  is  showing  a  marked  increase  over  the  previous  year 
and  a  great  many  foreign  cars  pass  through  the  Customs  at  Blaine  keeping  several 
men  busy  clearing  the  tourists  who  include  Vancouver  in  their  trip. 

The  Milk  Products  Company,  including  the  Co-operative  Associations  are  doing 
a  good  business  but  will  probably  have  to  pay  more  for  the  milk  if  the  dry  weather 
continues  as  the  farmers  at  the  present  rime  are  feeding  their  surplus  stock  of  hay 
to  their  cattle  and  the  hay  crop  this  year  is  hardly  50  per  cent  of  normal. 

Street  railway  receipts  are  improving  right  along  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  weekly  pass  will  still  further  increase  these  earnings. 

Interurban  receipts  arc  showing  a  very  large  increase,  the  hourly  service  being 
a  huge  success  and  the  combinarion  stage  depot  turning  over  a  great  many  of  the 
stage  passengers. 

Freight  receipts  on  the  interurban  are  showing  an  increase  in  carload  freight  as 
there  is  an  improved  condition  in  the  lumber  market.  Elmbargoes  which  are  being 
placed  on  account  of  the  strike  may  have  some  effect  upon  the  east  bound  lumber 
shipments.  L.  C.  L.  freight  is  showing  some  improvement  and  the  recent  cut  in 
rates  has  resulted  in  the  taking  off  of  the  auto  truck,  between  Bellingham  and 
Sedro  WooUcy. 

Residence  lighting  in  Bellingham  is  showing  an  improvement  but  not  as  great  a 
anricipated,  undoubtedly  due  to  the  continuous  attacks  by  the  local  papers  on 
lighring  rates.  This  is  also  affecting  the  gas  send-out  to  a  certain  extent.  Lighting 
receipts  will  be  increased  as  the  towns  of  Everson  and  Nooksack  have  recently  been 
connected  up. 

Building  is  on  the  increase  and  several  new  blocks  are  under  construcrion. 

The  coal  miners  strike  is  gradually  petering  out  and  the  miners  who  are  working 
are  turning  out  more  than  the  previous  miners  and  esublished  a  new  record  on  an 
eight  hour  shift  of  607  tons. 

There  has  been  no  rain  for  nearly  two  months  and  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of 
damage  has  been  done  to  the  crops  in  both  Whatcomb  and  Skagit  counries.  Con- 
siderable damage  has  also  been  done  to  the  timber  through  forest  fires. 

On  the  evening  of  July  1 1,  the  new  Interurban-Stage  depot  was  formally  opened 
by  a  dance  for  the  employees,  stage  owners,  drivers  and  their  friends.  Approxi- 
mately four  himdred  people  from  Bellingham,  Burlington,  Mt.  Vernon,  Everett  and 
Seattle  were  present.  Eariy  in  the  evening  small  celluloid  buttons  with  "Every 
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Hour  On  The  Hour,  Seattle  Limited,  Interurban"  were  distributed  and  the  slogan 
of  the  new  hourly  service  fixed  permanently  in  their  minds.  Everyone  attending 
reported  a  very  fine  time.  Some  of  the  out  of  town  visitors  were:  Ma.  Geo.  Newell, 
manager;  Mr.  C.  F.  Kirchhine,  assistant  treasurer;  Mr.  A.  M.  Chitty,  superin- 
tendent of  light  and  power;  Mr.  H.  S.  Atwood,  assistant  sales  manager;  Mr.  Chas. 
Hamiltok,  assistant  railway  superintendent;  Mr.  P.  T.  Lee,  bus  superintendent 
and  Mr.  C.  F.  Redward,  purchasing  agent,  all  from  Everett;  Mr.  Geo.  Quinan, 
chief  electrical  engineer,  Mr.  F.  W.  Browne ll,  comptroller,  Mrs.  Brownell  and 
little  daughter;  Mr.  C.  S.  Lindsay,  engineer;  Mr.  Carl  Hooe,  engineer,  and  Mr. 
W.  B.  Donaldson,  purchasing  agent,  from  Seattle;  Mr.  K.  C.  Schluss,  super, 
intendent  of  light  and  power  and  Mr.  G.  O.  Snider,  purchasing  agent  of  Tacoma. 

This  new  station  is  a  one  story  brick  structure  with  a  front  of  75  feet,  including 
a  driveway  on  both  sides  of  the  main  building  and  is  125  feet  long.  The  stages 
enter  the  covered  driveway  on  the  north  side  of  the  building,  discharge  their  pas- 
sengers, drive  around  the  station  to  the  south  side  and  load.  The  interurban  cars 
load  and  unload  from  the  tracks  directly  in  front  of  the  station.  A  large  marquee 
in  front  of  the  station  extends  to  the  street  and  will  be  sufficient  protection  when 
the  weather  is  bad.  The  inside  of  the  station  is  utilized  by  the  dispatchers  office, 
ticket  office  of  open  hexagonal  shape,  women's  rest  room,  men's  smoking  room,  con- 
cession spaces  and  waiting  room.  The  interior  is  well  lighted  with  200  watt  indirect 
lighting  fixtures.  The  outside  is  painted  a  light  color  and  is  illuminated  by  flood 
lights  mounted  on  nearby  poles.  A  large  sign  is  mounted  on  the  roof  of  the  building 
and  is  visible  for  several  blocks  in  all  directions. 

Seventeen  stage  lines  make  77  trips  daily  from  the  station  and  the  interurban 
leaves  every  hour  from  7  a.  m.  until  6  p.  m.  with  extra  service  on  Saturdays  and 
Sundays. 

On  July  12  and  13,  the  third  meeting  of  purchasing  agents,  engineers  and  line 
construction  department  heads  was  held  in  Bellingham.  The  work  of  standardiza^ 
tion  of  pole  line  hardware  and  fixtures  is  progressing  very  favorably. 

All  those  present  at  the  meeting  enjoyed  a  luncheon  given  at  the  Hotel  Leopold 
by  the  heads  of  the  departments  of  the  Bellingham  division.  Mr.  R.  W.  Lindley, 
assistant  sales  manager,  was  unable  to  attend  as  he  is  a  100  per  cent  attendance 
member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  and  their  luncheon  was  held  on  the  same  day. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th,  the  party  was  taken  on  a  sight-seeing  trip  about 
our  new  line  extensions  and  nearby  vicinities  where  extensions  have  not  been  built 
as  yet. 

On  July  14,  H.  B.  Sewall,  manager,  and  Mr.  Geo.  Quinan,  chief  electrical 
engineer,  drove  to  Vancouver,  B.  C.  to  confer  with  the  officials  of  the  British  Col- 
umbia Electric  Company.  The  new  power  contract  is  now  ready  for  execution.  The 
friendly  attitude  and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  B.  C.  electric  officials  makes  busi- 
ness relations  with  them  very  agreeable. 

C.  C.  CoATES,  assistant  railway  superintendent,  reports  a  very  pleasant  vaca- 
tion spent  on  the  San  Juan  Islands. 

Mr.  W.  a.  Burleson,  accounting  department  clerk,  reports  the  birth  of  an 
eight  pound  son  on  July  3.  Both  Mrs.  Burleson  and  son  are  doing  nicely. 

Baseball  is  now  claiming  the  attention  of  the  athletically  inclined  employees. 
Two  games  were  played  between  the  Bellingham  and  the  Northern  Division  and 
the  Northern  Division  proved  itself  the  better.  Challenges  were  received  from 
Seattle  and  Everett  and  the  two  divisions  combined  and  played  Everett  on  July  22, 
At  Everett.  Bellingham  was  defeated  six  to  five  in  a  close  game  but  the  men  from 
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BeUingham  were  not  satisfied  and  a  return  game  will  be  played  in  Bellingham  on 
August  5. 

The  sixth  division  of  the  Pacific  Fleet,  composed  of  the  superdreadnoughts 
New  Tork,  Texas  and  Oklahoma,  and  seven  destroyers  arrived  in  Bellingham  Bay 
on  July  21.  This  division  will  remain  for  nine  days  and  then  another  division  will 
arrive  and  this  one  leave.  Very  elaborate  plans  have  been  made  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  officers  and  men.  Sight-seeing  trips  to  Mt.  Baker,  nearby  lakes  and 
trout  streams  as  well  as  dances  and  parties  have  been  organized. 

Rear  Admiral  Jackson,  in  command  of  the  division,  and  nine  other  officers  were 
guests  at  the  Rotary  Club  luncheon  July  24.  In  the  evening,  all  the  officers  were 
guests  of  the  Bellingham  Golf  and  Country  Club  at  a  dance.  Beginning  July  25, 
pavement  dances  will  be  given  quite  often  for  the  sailors. 

On  the  evening  of  July  1 5,  power  was  turned  on  the  Everson-Nooksack  extension. 
The  extension  is  seven  miles  long  and  takes  care  of  240  new  customers  in  these  two 
small  towns  and  surrounding  country.  On  that  evening,  the  event  was  celebrated 
with  the  aid  of  a  band  concert  and  pavement  dance.  H.  B.  Sewall,  manager, 
started  the  evening  by  a  short  talk  about  electric  service  and  the  chances  of  im- 
provement and  the  company's  relations  with  the  consumer.  After  this  talk,  250 
couples  enjoyed  the  dance  until  a  late  hour. 

The  people  of  Everson  and  Nooksack  are  very  enthusiastic  about  their  new 
power  service  and  should  prove  very  valuable  to  the  company  before  many  years. 

Brockton,  Mass.,  July  22 

A  slight  improvement  has  recently  been  shown  in  local  industries.  Three  of  the 
largest  shoe  companies,  while  not  running  at  full  capacity,  have  returned  to  full 
time  operation. 

Business  with  the  local  wholesale  and  retail  trade  is  as  good  as  could  be  expected. 

The  improvement  referred  to  is  reflected  in  the  company's  business.  The  daily 
load  has  increased  and  substantial  improvement  is  being  shown  in  the  daily  output. 
New  business  is  also  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition,  there  having  been  257  new 
customers  connected  during  the  past  30  days. 

Activity  in  the  building  trades  is  improving;  building  permits  for  June  amounted 
to  1320,000,  an  increase  of  |8o,ooo  over  the  same  month  last  year.  Two  additions 
are  to  be  made  to  the  factory  of  the  Conrad  Shoe  Company,  which  will  add  over 
10,000  square  feet  of  manufacturing  space. 

Work  has  been  started  on  the  extension  of  Centre  Street,  and  a  permit  issued  for 
a  public  garage  on  this  extension,  which  it  is  estimated  will  cost  |8o,ooo. 

The  labor  situation  is  probably  better  here  today  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  18 
months.  It  is  reported  that  certain  classes  of  shoe  workers  are  very  much  in  demand; 
advertisements  appearing  daily  in  the  newspapers  for  shoe  cutters  and  stitchers. 

Frank  Enos,  of  the  accounting  department,  is  with  Battery  E  of  the  National 
Guards  at  the  Barnstable  Camp  grounds. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Hapoood,  billing  clerk,  spent  her  vacation  in  New  Hampshire. 

Raymond  Welch,  of  the  accounting  department,  reports  a  most  enjoyable  week 
at  Provincetown. 

Mrs.  Ruby  Nightingale,  telephone  operator,  has  been  spending  her  vacation 
at  Swift's  Beach. 

Rudolph  Landers,  of  the  accounting  department  and  Fred  Monks,  of  the 
meter  department,  have  been  taking  short  trips  for  their  vacations. 

Messrs.  H.  A.  Lemmon  and  R.  H.  Williams,  of  the  Boston  office,  Tom  Walker, 
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of  the  Haverhill  Company,  and  J.  E.  Nute  and  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Fall  River,  were 
welcome  visitors  during  the  month. 

Mr.  p.  J.  Brennan,  of  Denison,  Texas,  was  a  recent  guest  of  hb  son,  William 
Brbnkan,  assistant  to  our  electrical  engineer. 

Columbus,  Ga.,  July  a6 

The  Bibb  mill  has  resumed  night  operation  in  all  departments. 

The  Coca-Cola  Company's  net  earnings  for  May,  as  published  in  the  local  news- 
papers here,  were  ^950,000,  and  they  expect  the  June  earnings  to  be  more  than 
^ I, 000,00a  Dividend  payments  will  be  made  quarterly  and  without  the  formality 
of  directors*  actions. 

For  June,  Georgia  had  2,504,160  active  spindles  and  ran  658,338,285  spindle 
hours. 

The  peach  crop  for  this  season  will  be  about  1,400  cars  short,  and  practically  the 
entire  yield  has  already  been  gathered.  Present  indications  point  to  a  very  poor 
cotton  crop,  the  boll  weevil  being  one  of  the  main  contributing  factors. 

Bank  clearings  for  the  month  of  June  are  given  at  12,912,871.  The  Third 
National  Bank  this  month  declared  a  2.25  per  cent  dividend  on  $500,000  capital 
stock.  The  capital  stock  of  this  bank  was  recently  raised  from  |25o,oooto|500,ooo. 

Retail  business  here  continues  rather  quiet.  Many  of  the  merchants  are  featuring 
mid-summer  sales  in  order  to  clear  out  their  stocks  before  buying  for  the  fall  revival 
of  business. 

The  Tri-State  Navigation  Company  reports  a  very  flourishing  freight  business 
on  the  Chattahoochee. 

There  is  considerable  remodeling  and  repairing  of  stores  and  oflices  going  on 
here.  A  new,  up-to-date  restaurant,  which  is  to  be  run  on  the  cafeteria  plan,  is  to 
begin  business  within  the  next  three  weeks. 

The  company's  gross  receipts  for  June  equaled  the  original  estimates  for  the 
different  companies. 

A  new  passing  switch  has  been  installed  in  Phenix  City  and  one  will  also  be  in- 
stalled in  Girard  as  soon  as  the  track  crew  can  get  to  it.  During  the  rush  hours  the 
schedule  into  Phenix  City  has  been  changed  from  a  20-minute  to  a  I5.minute  head- 
way. The  same  schedule  will  be  used  in  Girard  when  the  passing  switch  there  is 
finished. 

On  July  20  about  four  hundred  of  the  flashboards  at  Goat  Rock  were  lost.  The 
flow  of  the  river,  according  to  our  records  was  only  9,500  second  feet.  The  additional 
water  coming  down  from  Goat  Rock  destroyed  about  four  hundred  feet  of  the 
flashboards  at  North  Highlands.  River  conditions  for  the  past  week  have  been  such 
that  both  at  Goat  Rock  and  North  Highlands  the  boards  will  be  replaced  within  the 
next  few  days. 

We  are  furnishing  the  Georgia  Railway  &  Power  Co.  1,000  kw.  every  day  and  at 
the  same  time  are  unable  to  get  power  from  them  on  account  of  transformer  trouble 
at  Lindale.  They  expect  to  have  their  transformers  out  for  at  least  30  days.  We  are 
carrying  thb  additional  load  by  buying  1,000  kw.  from  the  Eagle  &  Phenix  Mills 
and  carrying  the  remainder  on  the  steam  plant. 

All  lines  of  construction  have  been  very  active  during  the  past  month.  A  contract 
lias  been  let  for  20  new  sets  of  oflicers'  quarters  at  Fort  Benning. 

The  Central  of  Georgia  has  constructed  a  $75,000  coal  shed.  Improvements  to  the 
depot  and  station  grounds  will  total  around  $25,000. 

The  City  of  Columbus  is  doing  considerable  work  in  sidewalk  paving. 
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A  ^io,ocx>  brick  building  is  being  constructed  for  a  wholesale  drug  company. 

The  strike  situation  in  the  Central  of  Georgia  shops  here  is  quiet.  The  Central 
officials  report  that  so  far  they  have  had  no  difficulty  in  maintaining  their  equipment 
in  fair  shape  with  the  negro  help  they  have  secured. 

The  Seaboard  Air  Line  has  taken  off  several  unimportant  trains  in  order  to 
properly  protect  their  through  traffic  and  to  carry  the  United  States  mail. 

Unsettled  weather  has  prevailed  practically  the  entire  month.  There  have  been 
several  thunderstorms  which  helped  to  maintain  the  river  flow. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Schomburo  is  back  on  the  job  and  reports  a  very  pleasant  two  weeks' 
vacation. 

Mr.  L.  H.  Crowell  and  family  are  spending  a  two  weeks'  vacation  in  the  moun- 
tains of  North  Carolina. 

On  July  4,  the  employees  of  the  Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Company  enjoyed 
a  barbecue  and  picnic  on  the  Uchee  Creek  in  Alabama. 

The  second  half  of  the  Industrial  Baseball  League  is  well  under  way,  with  the 
company  team  fighting  strongly  for  top  place. 

The  Lions  and  Tigers,  the  two  teams  of  the  transportation  department  in  the 
accident  prevention  campaign,  continue  their  good  work.  Only  15  accidents  have 
been  reported  so  far  for  July. 

The  transportation  department  was  100  per  cent  perfect  in  the  Stock  Subscrip- 
tion Campaign  carried  on  here. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Bell,  superintendent  of  installadons,  is  now  studying  the  operating 
costs  of  a  Ford. 

Mr.  Ralph  Peterson,  superintendent  of  meter  department  has  gone  to  Newark, 
N.  J.,  for  a  month's  course  in  the  meter  department  of  the  Westinghouse  Co. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Gahm,  of  Boston,  is  now  a  student  engineer  and  is  stationed  tempo- 
rarily at  the  steam  plant. 

Mr.  Jack.  Bradley,  claim  agent,  is  enjoying  a  two  weeks'  vacation. 

Three  new  one-man  safety  cars  were  received  this  month  and  as  soon  as  they  are 
properly  looked  over,  will  be  placed  in  service  on  the  Phenix  City  and  Girard  lines. 

The  Fourteenth  Street  Bridge,  which  has  actually  been  in  service  for  the  past 
month,  will  be  formally  opened  this  week  with  appropriate  exercises. 

Chicago,  III.,  July  27 

Mr.  George  Hiooikson,  Jr.,  is  at  present  in  Europe  and  will  return  September  i. 

Miss  Kennedy  has  returned  from  a  seven  weeks'  trip  abroad. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Hoyt,  of  the  New  York  office,  is  at  present  in  Chicago  to  assbt  in  a 
reorganization  of  the  Accoundng  Department  of  the  Securities  Division. 

Mr.  G.  O.  Mulhfeld  visited  us  the  early  part  of  thb  week. 

El  Paso,  Tex.,  July  21 

Business  with  the  local  industries  is  reported  to  be  generally  quiet,  although 
several  firms  have  added  a  few  more  men  to  their  payrolls. 

The  mills  in  thb  district  are  gradually  increasing  their  activities  with  growing 
payrolls,  and  the  smelters  are  reported  operating  at  60  per  cent  of  their  capacity. 

Wholesale  and  retail  men  report  that  business  continues  poor,  with  collections 
bad. 

The  condidon  of  the  company's  business  and  outlook  for  the  near  future  is  fair. 

Five  hundred  and  thirty-three  bungalows  and  other  residences  valued  at 
f  1,917,130  were  built  in  El  Paso  during  the  year  ending  July  i,  1922.  Between  July 
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I  and  lo,  permits  were  issued  for  82  bungalows  to  cost  $252,550  and  four  apartment 
houses  costing  |97,ooaoo.  During  the  past  year  permits  were  issued  for  22  apart- 
ment houses  and  hotels  valued  at  $484,325.  Rent  houses  are  plentifuL  The  building 
permits  for  June,  1922,  amounted  to  $344^405. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  much  unemployment  among  common  and  skilled 
labor  due  to  the  local  railroad  strike  and  to  the  large  number  of  men  who  have 
recently  come  to  the  city  with  the  expectation  of  securing  work  with  the  railroads 
as  strike  breakers. 

Mr.  Alba  H.  Warren,  manager;  Mr.  Alves  Dixon,  railway  superintendent  and 
Mr.  J.  F.  McLauohlik,  lighting  superintendent,  attended  the  district  managers' 
meering  held  in  Galveston,  Texas,  July  11  to  12. 

Mr.  a.  J.  Mahan,  voucher  clerk,  is  spending  his  vacation  with  his  family  on  the 
Ruidosa  in  New  Mexico. 

Miss  For  Wood  has  joined  our  organization  as  stenographer  in  the  accounting 
department.  Miss  Wood  takes  the  position  vacated  by  Mrs.  Nora  Pooue,  who 
has  been  transferred  to  the  lighting  superintendent's  office. 

Miss  Mattie  Hoy,  ledger  clerk,  b  spending  her  vacation  at  Hot  Springs,  N.  M. 

Mr.  Lansing  Thorne,  claim  agent,  has  returned  from  a  two  weeks'  vacarion 
spent  in  Fort  Worth.  Mr.  Thorne  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Thome  and  their  two 
sons. 

Mr.  J.  F.  McLauohun  is  in  Boston  on  a  business  trip. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Valentine,  meter  foreman,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  Elephant 
Butte  Dam,  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  C.  a.  Johnson  has  joined  the  power  plant  force  as  electrician.  Mr.  Johnson 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Johnson,  arrived  in  El  Paso,  July  11,  from  Boston,  Mass. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Creamer,  meter  reader;  Miss  A.  L.  Baker,  interurban  and  bridge 
clerk;  Mrs.  E.  M.  Hunter,  stock  clerk  and  Mr.  Paul  Puckett,  collector,  all  of  the 
accounting  department,  are  away  on  their  vacadon. 

Mrs.  Perry  Stevens,  telephone  operator,  is  away  on  her  vacation. 

Mrs.  James  E.  Jordan  and  James,  Jr.,  are  in  Cloudcroft,  New  Mexico  for  a  few 
weeks  visit. 

Mrs.  Edith  Bailey,  telephone  operator,  b  again  at  work  after  a  brief  illness. 

Miss  Nan  Gwyn  has  resigned  her  position  in  the  commercial  department  and  has 
left  for  Dalgerville,  New  York,  where  she  will  make  her  home. 

Everett,  Wash.,  July  26 

Due  to  the  continued  dry  weather,  the  lumber  industry  is  now  facing  a  very 
serious  shortage  in  logs.  There  has  been  no  rain  in  this  part  of  the  country  for  60 
days,  the  longest  period  on  record  in  the  past  30  years.  As  a  consequence,  forest 
fires  have  been  of  more  serious  magnitude  than  ever  experienced  before  and  prac- 
tically every  logging  camp  of  importance  has  not  re-opened  for  operation  since  it 
shut  down  previous  to  July  4.  The  fire  hazard  has  been  too  great.  At  the  present 
time,  unless  the  rain  comes,  it  will  probably  be  necessary  for  more  than  half  of  the 
mills  in  Everett  to  close,  as  their  log  stocks  will  not  last  them  more  than  a  week. 

Local  retail  merchants  report  the  trade  around  July  4  as  being  the  best  holiday 
trade  they  have  ever  experienced.  Since  that  time,  however,  there  has  been  a 
material  slump,  although  the  month  of  July  will  compare  favorably  with  last  year. 

Local  wholesale  hardware  merchants  report  a  continued  and  increasing  demand 
for  hardware  of  all  types,  particularly  pipe,  sheets  and  bars.  It  b  believed  from 
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unofficial  reports  received  that  the  hardware  merchants,  due  to  the  activity  in  the 
lumber  trade,  are  doing  more  business  than  ever  before  in  their  history. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  the  4th  of  July  occurred  on  Tuesday  this  year,  a  great  many 
people  started  their  vacation  and  week-end  trips  on  Friday  and  Saturday  previous 
to  the  holiday.  As  a  consequence,  during  the  first  five  days  of  July  the  Interurban, 
as  a  whole,  made  a  record  for  passengers  carried,  which  is  far  beyond  that  ever 
previously  experienced.  The  stage  line  had  every  car  on  the  road  continuously 
and  was  forced  to  hire  two  outside  cars  and  have  same  available  for  the  first  five 
days  of  travel.  During  the  month  of  July,  last  year,  7,124  passengers  were  carried 
on  the  stage  portion  of  the  line,  while  this  year,  in  24  days  only,  (the  last  data 
available)  11,208  passengers  have  been  carried.  For  the  entire  line,  the  first  22 
days  of  July  show  an  increase  over  last  year  of  practically  44.8  per  cent. 

Hourly  service  was  instituted  on  the  Northern  Division  between  Bellingham  and 
Mt.  Vernon  on  July  i.  As  a  consequence,  the  loading  on  the  stage  portion  of  the 
line  has  been  very  materially  improved  and  the  dead  head  mileage  which  was 
forced,  due  to  the  Bellingham  loads  being  dropped  at  Mt.  Vernon  once  every  two 
hours  instead  of  every  hour,  has  been  considerably  reduced. 

A  vigorous  campaign  of  advertising  has  been  carried  out  in  all  the  territory  from 
Bellingham  to  Seattle  and,  while  we  have  not  available  at  the  present  time  the 
segregated  earnings  of  the  old  Northern  Divbion,  it  is  believed  that  they  have 
already  materially  benefited  by  this  increase  in  service.  It  is  believed  that  Inter- 
urban earnings  will  continue  to  go  above  those  of  last  year  in  that  we  are  now 
receiving  the  benefit  of  the  advertising  carried  during  the  past  12  months. 

Receipts  on  city  lines,  the  first  21  days  of  July,  show  a  decrease  of  2  per  cent. 
When  allowance  has  been  made  for  the  loss  of  the  Snohomish  Interurban  earnings, 
the  city  lines  show  an  increase  of  10  per  cent. 

Actual  construction  has  been  started  on  the  line  transmission  from  Everett 
to  Mukilteo  to  supply  the  Crown  Lumber  Co.  Construction  work  on  the  Home 
Acres,  Lake  Stevens  extension,  is  now  held  up  due  to  lack  of  wire,  which  is  expected 
this  week.  Upon  receipt  of  same,  this  line  will  be  rushed  to  completion. 

Construction  has  progressed  rapidly  on  the  new  Public  Market  and  it  b  believed 
that  they  will  open  on  August  10. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  the  logging  camps  are  now  shut  down  on  account  of  the  con- 
tinued drought  and  due  to  the  railroad  strike,  there  are  quite  a  number  of  men 
available  for  work.  However,  it  is  believed  that  thb  is  merely  a  temporary  condi- 
tion and  unless  business  in  general  receives  a  severe  set  back,  practically  all  avail- 
able labor  will  be  employed  in  thb  district  during  the  balance  of  the  summer. 

Fall  River,  Mass.,  July  22 

While  the  cotton  miUs  are  operating  on  practically  full  time,  sales  of  cloth  are  not 
large.  The  uncertainty  of  the  cotton  crop  situation  and  the  general  labor  outlook 
in  the  country  at  large  are  the  chief  factors  that  are  retarding  business.  The  trade 
needs  merchandise  but  prices  are  the  cause  of  hesitancy. 

The  merchants  report  business  as  being  in  a  fair  condition  only. 

The  gas  output  for  thb  month  to  date  shows  a  gain  of  practically  4  per  cent.  The 
gain  in  meters  for  June  was  106,  for  July  to  date  about  40.  With  a  probable  coal 
shortage,  an  increased  consumption  of  gas  b  looked  for. 

Building  operations  are  about  ten  times  greater  than  for  the  corresponding  period 
of  a  year  ago. 

In  the  cotton  industry  there  is  nothing  unusual  in  the  labor  situation  to  report, 
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there  is  some  talk  of  closing  the  mills  for  one  or  two  weeks  but  nothing  definite  has 
been  decided  upon. 

There  is  a  scarcity  of  mechanics  in  the  building  and  allied  trades. 

Messrs.  Nute,  Dexter,  Gilbert,  Eavenson,  Baker,  Stewart  and  Boothby 
attended  the  convention  of  New  England  companies  under  management  of  Stone 
&  Webster,  Inc.,  at  New  London,  Conn.,  June  28-30,  several  others  making  the 
trip  for  one  day. 

On  July  10,  the  company  held  its  eighth  annual  outing  at  Rocky  Point  making 
the  trip  by  boat.  Baseball  and  sports  were  enjoyed  and  a  shore  dinner  was  served. 
Visitors  at  the  outing  included  Mr.  H.  T.  Edoar,  Mr.  H.  A.  Lemmon,  Mr.  J.  H. 
BissELL  and  Mr.  Ralph  H.  Williams,  of  the  Boston  office;  Mr.  T.  L.  Walker, 
manager  of  Haverhill  Gas  Light  Company;  Mr.  Willlam  McGregor,  manager, 
and  Mr.  R.  Buckminster,  superintendent,  of  the  Paw  tucket  Gas  Company  and 
members  of  the  executive  force  of  the  Engineering  and  Construction  Division  en- 
gaged in  building  our  new  water  gas  plant. 

A  theatre  party  was  held  at  the  Empire  Theatre,  July  17,  a  large  number  of 
employees  attending. 

On  July  17,  Mr.  C.H.  Edlund,  formerly  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas  Company,  arrived 
to  take  a  position  in  the  accounting  department. 

Mr.  Willlam  J.  Eavenson,  sales  manager,  is  in  attendance  at  an  Industrial 
Fuel  Gas  course  being  given  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  for 
industrial  gas  salesmen. 

Fort  Madison,  Ia.,  July  25 

All  local  manufacturing  plants  are  running  up  to  normal  capacity.  The 
Atchison,  Topeka  &  Sante  Fe  railroad  report  the  heaviest  traffic  for  a  number  of 
years. 

The  Perfection  Tire  &  Rubber  Company  are  contemplating  the  installation  of  oil 
burners  for  their  steam  plant,  to  take  the  place  of  coal  burners  which  they  have  at 
the  present  time. 

The  pencil  department  of  the  W.  A.  SheafFer  Pen  Company  has  reopened  after 
being  closed  for  several  weeks  for  inventory  and  repairs. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  men  out  of  work  on  account  of  the  strike,  local  retail 
business  is  very  poor.  Not  only  is  the  strike  holding  off  buying,  but  it  seems  that 
most  of  the  rest  of  the  residents  are  waiting  to  see  how  the  strike  is  going  to  come 
out  before  buying  anything  that  is  not  an  absolute  necessity. 

Company  business  is  holding  up  very  well,  considering  the  other  business  condi- 
tions in  town.  The  strike  is  making  collections  rather  hard,  but  is  not  affecting  our 
earnings  very  much  at  the  present  time. 

Ninety-four  lights  of  the  new  white  way  were  completed  and  tested  out  on  July  8 
and  have  been  in  operation  since  that  date. 

The  contract  has  been  let  and  work  started  on  the  new  high  school,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  contract  is  to  be  finished  by  August  i,  1923. 

Work  has  been  started  on  resurfacing  23  blocks  on  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Streets  and  the  intersecting  streets.  The  contractors  expect  to  have  this  work  com- 
pleted in  about  thirty  days. 

There  are  a  number  of  new  houses  being  built,  which,  together  with  the  building 
of  the  new  Methodist  Church,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  Hall  and  the  remodeling 
of  the  Masonic  Temple  make  building  activities  an  important  factor. 

Outside  of  the  striking  shopmen  there  are  no  men  out  of  employment,  in  fact. 
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there  are  a  number  of  the  strikers  that  are  working  either  on  the  streets  or  nearby 
farms  to  relieve  the  shortage  of  labor  in  other  lines. 

Mr.  John  W.  Kelly  returned  on  June  30  from  showing  his  bride  the  wonders 
of  Boston,  leaving  shortly  thereafter  for  Keokuk  to  assume  the  duties  of  assistant 
treasurer. 

Mr.  Wilbur  £.  Davis  arrived  from  Keokuk  on  July  5  to  take  the  assistant  treas- 
urer's position  left  vacant  by  Mr.  Kelly. 

Mr.  L.  G.  Johns  spent  his  vacation  at  the  home  of  his  parents  in  Bonaparte, 
Iowa,  from  July  5  to  19. 

Mr.  p.  I.  Robinson  attended  a  hearing  on  rural  service  before  the  Illinois 
G>mmerce  Commission  at  Chicago  on  July  13.  Mr.  Robinson  went  from  Chicago 
to  Fenville,  Michigan  to  join  his  family  for  a  short  vacation. 

Miss  Eleanor  Schmidt  was  away  on  a  few  days  vacation  from  July  1 8  to  24. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  July  25 

Due  to  increased  freight  tonnage,  three  Morgan  liners  sailed  from  New  York  for 
Galveston  last  week  for  the  first  time  in  more  than  a  year.  This,  it  is  hoped,  means 
the  restoration  of  the  tri-weekly  service  to  Galveston.  The  Steele  Steamship  Line 
has  announced  that  sufficient  tonnage  has  been  acquired  to  inaugurate  a  regular 
ten-day  service  between  Galveston  and  all  principal  ports  on  the  Pacific  coast.  The 
new  service  will  begin  the  latter  part  of  August. 

Representatives  of  the  Oriental  Cotton  Trading  Company  of  Japan  were  in 
Galveston  inspecting  port  facilities  for  handling  cotton.  According  to  the  statement 
made  by  these  men,  Japan  will  import  a  much  larger  volume  of  cotton  the  coming 
year  from  the  United  States  than  during  the  fiscal  year  just  past  on  account  of  the 
great  improvement  in  the  economic  conditions  in  that  country. 

Four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-six  tons  of  coffee,  valued  at  |i  ,3 18,522  were 
received  at  this  port  from  South  America  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present 
year.  Imports  for  the  month  of  June  alone  were  more  than  one-half  of  the  entire 
business  for  the  preceding  five  months.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  general  manager  of 
the  Texas  Consumers  Company  that  over  one  million  dollars  yearly  could  be  saved 
in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  United  States  in  decreased  freight  charges  if 
Galveston  were  made  a  coffee  importing  port  of  importance. 

Exports  through  the  port  of  Galveston  for  the  month  of  June  totaled  111,393 
tons,  valued  at  $24,280,932,  while  imports  aggregated  176,012  tons,  valued  at 
$2,076,647.  These  totals  indicate  a  gain  in  the  value  of  exports  when  compared  with 
figures  for  the  previous  month.  However,  imports  show  a  decrease  when  compared 
with  the  month  of  May.  The  maritime  report  for  June  shows  increases  in  exports  of 
cotton  seed  meal,  flour,  lumber,  metals  and  misceUaneous  commodities  when  com- 
pared with  figures  for  the  preceding  month.  However,  exports  of  cotton,  cotton  seed 
cake,  sulphur,  rice  and  ixtle  fell  below  that  of  the  preceding  month.  Wheat  exports 
from  Galveston  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  show  a  total  of  43,299,895  bushels, 
which  reflects  a  decrease  of  42,781,576  bushels  under  the  figures  for  the  previous 
year. 

Imports  of  raw  sugar  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30  aggregate  244,440,828 
pounds,  an  increase  of  201,860  pounds  above  the  total  for  the  previous  year. 

The  total  volume  of  oil  handled  through  Galveston,  Texas  City  and  Freeport  for 
the  fiscal  year  just  ended  amounted  to  approximately  24,847,000  barrels.  Galves- 
ton's total  imports  were  9,365,000  barrels,  reflecting  a  decrease  of  4,605,700  barrels 
when  compared  with  last  year. 
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The  year  1921-22,  ending  June  30,  was  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  Galveston 
from  a  standpoint  of  customs  collections,  which  is  principally  due  to  the  heavy 
sugar  importations.  According  to  figures  issued  by  the  department  of  commerce  at 
Washington,  the  Galveston,  customs  district  handled  more  than  one-eighth  of  the 
entire  exports  from  the  United  States  during  this  period. 

General  crop  conditions  in  Texas  are  as  good  as  last  year,  according  to  railroad 
officials.  Crops  will  be  late  on  account  of  late  planting  which  was  occasioned  by  the 
floods  and  heavy  rains  throughout  the  state,  but  will  compare  favorably  with 
previous  years. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Southern  Wholesale  Dry  Goods  Association,  which  was  held 
here  this  month,  it  was  conceded  that  conditions  in  Texas  are  as  bright,  if  not 
brighter,  than  in  any  part  of  the  South. 

The  latest  review  of  commercial  agencies  states  that  the  cotton  crop  in  all  parts  of 
Texas  points  to  a  larger  yield,  is  in  good  condition  and  is  bringing  higher  prices, 
which  will  afford  farmers  a  larger  profit.  This  is  of  particular  interest  to  Galveston. 

Approximately  one  hundred  laundry  owners  from  all  parts  of  the  state  assembled 
here  for  the  convention  of  the  Texas  Laundry  Owners'  Association  on  June  28. 

July  1-8  was  declared  as  "Elks*  Play  Week."  More  than  five  hundred  visiting 
members  and  their  families,  representing  82  lodges  within  this  district,  were  guests 
in  Galveston  during  the  play  week. 

Several  hundred  Houston  Shriners  were  visitors  to  Galveston,  July  15  to  parrici- 
pate  in  a  baseball  game  and  swimming  party. 

A  Sunday  excursion  train,  the  first  since  the  curtailment  of  train  service  during 
the  war,  came  into  Galveston  on  July  16. 

Building  activities  continue  good  in  Galveston.  Nearly  three  quarters  of  a  million 
dollars  have  been  invested  by  the  people  of  Galveston  in  the  Guaranty  Building  and 
Loan  Company  and  loaned  out  by  the  company  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and 
acquiring  homes  here.  This  company  has  recently  completed  the  first  fiscal  year  of 
its  existence. 

In  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Bill,  passed  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Commerce 
on  June  29,  authorization  for  the  extension  for  the  Galveston  sea  wall  to  a  juncture 
with  the  south  jetty  is  included.  Besides  the  appropriation  for  the  extension  of  the 
sea  wall,  1150,000  has  been  allot t<ed  for  work  in  Gtalveston  channel  and  190,000  for 
maintenance  work  in  Galveston  harbor. 

Messrs.  B.  E.  VanVliet  and  W.  J.  Francis  have  completed  the  audit  of  the 
books  and  records  of  this  company. 

Messrs.  T.  £.  Kessler,  shop  foreman,  and  J.  Steel  attended  the  conference  for 
Vocational  Training  at  the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin,  June  26- July  8. 

Mr.  W.  O.  Ward,  meter  reader,  has  left  the  service  of  the  company.  His  position 
has  been  filled  by  Mr.  M.  J.  Caraway  . 

Mr.  W.  L.  Drouilhet,  billing  clerk,  has  returned  from  a  two  weeks*  vacation 
spent  at  his  home  in  Oleander. 

Miss  Juua  Theobold,  stenographer,  is  spending  a  month  in  California  and 
points  of  interest  in  the  West. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Mings,  of  the  El  Paso  Electric  Railway  Company,  El  Paso,  visited 
Galveston  during  the  month.  Mr.  Mings  was  formerly  connected  with  this  company. 

Messrs.  R.  B.  Pierce  and  E.  E.  Stewart,  of  the  Northern  Texas  Traction 
Company,  Fort  Worth,  were  Galveston  visitors  during  July. 

Messrs.  T.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Beaumont,  and 
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D.  V.  Thomas,  of  the  Northern  Texas  Traction  G>nipan7,  Fort  Worth,  are  in 
Galveston  in  connection  with  rate  case  matters. 

Galveston  was  selected  as  the  rendezvous  for  the  periodical  meeting  of  the 
managers  of  the  Texas  District,  held  July  1 1-12.  This  meeting  also  included  super, 
intendents,  master  mechanics  and  electrical  engineers  of  the  different  companies. 
Those  who  attended  were:  Messrs.  W.  £.  Wood,  P.  S.  Duenwbg,  W.  E.  Brown, 
G.  S.  Brush,  C.  S.  Brann,  F.  J.  Bennett,  S.  P.  MacFadden,  Houston;  G.  H. 
Clipford,  V.  W.  Berry,  L.  E,  Delf,  C.  H.  Bowen,  J.  T.  Porter,  Fort  Worth; 
A.  H.  Warren,  Alves  Dixon,  J.  F.  McLaughlin,  El  Paso;  A.  F.  Townsend, 
J.  Bowes,  W.  A.  Robertson,  H.  E.  Braunio,  P.  E.  Miller,  Beaumont;  R.  G. 
Carroll,  R.  B.  Lancaster,  A.  E.  Hart,  G.  F.  Pierce,  D.  Moore,  C.  S. 
McLiN,  M.  B.  Osborne,  Galveston. 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  July  24 

Business  conditions  are  about  the  same  as  in  June.  The  fishing  industry  has  been 
good  with  large  catches  being  shipped  through  Halifax. 

The  Retail  Merchants'  Association  reports  business  as  being  a  little  better  than 
for  some  months,  but  no  marked  improvement  b  shown.  The  wholesale  trade  is 
quiet  owing  to  poor  industrial  conditions  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  province. 

The  gross  earnings  in  the  tramway  department  are  approximately  20  per  cent 
behind  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  the  interrupted  schedule  on  account  of 
track  construction  during  the  month  having  a  great  deal  to  do  with  this.  The  gas 
department  send-out  shows  about  12  per  cent  increase  and  the  power  station  out- 
put about  1 1  per  cent  increase  above  the  corresponding  period  of  1921. 

Real  estate  inactive.  Practically  no  change  in  conditions  over  June. 

G>nsiderable  street  paving  was  started  by  the  city  during  the  month,  the  con- 
crete bed  being  now  ready  for  the  asphalt  top.  The  company  completed  its  new 
track  work  on  Buckingham,  Brunswick  and  Agricola  Streets  and  a  start  was  made 
on  Coburg  Road. 

The  unemployment  office  reports  a  very  slight  improvement  over  last  month  in 
labor  conditions. 

Messrs.  Nash,  Hayes  and  Tucker  have  returned  to  Boston  following  the  com- 
pletion of  hearings  on  the  valuation  of  the  company's  assets  conducted  by  the  Nova 
Scotia  Board  of  G>mmissioners  of  Public  Utilities. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Hayes,  who  has  been  civil  engineer  in  our  tramway  department  for 
some  time,  was  transferred  to  the  Boston  office  on  July  8.  Mr.  Hayes'  friends  and 
associates  in  Halifax  presented  him  with  an  attractive  traveling  toilet  case  as  a 
token  of  their  esteem  and  good  will. 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  July  25 

Through  a  shoe  style  show  held  in  Boston  during  this  last  month,  local  manufac- 
turers are  reported  to  have  received  a  large  number  of  substantial  orders  and  at 
present  the  factories  are  operating  at  a  somewhat  better  rate  than  they  did  one  year 
ago.  It  is  expected  that  fall  business  in  Haverhill  will  greatly  exceed  that  of  last  year. 

During  last  week  two  days  were  set  apart  as  Dollar  Days  and  local  merchants 
report  these  to  be  the  best  ever  held.  The  wholesale  and  retail  business  throughout 
the  city  is  slightly  below  average  and  will  probably  not  pick  up  until  the  increased 
activity  in  the  shoe  factories  has  made  itself  felt. 

A  slight  improvement  in  out  business  is  shown  over  last  month  in  that  our  send- 
out  for  the  month  to  date  is  9  per  cent  greater  than  during  the  corresponding  period 
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last  year.  Our  June  send-out  was  2.3  per  cent  behind  June,  1921.  Our  increases  lag 
somewhat  behind  the  general  factory  changes,  but  if  present  indications  persist,  we 
may  expect  a  very  good  business  during  the  fall. 

One  apartment  house  of  13  suites  was  started  during  the  past  month  and  another 
will  be  started  soon.  There  is  also  a  rather  extensive  garage  being  erected.  Except 
for  these,  building  operations  are,  I  believe,  somewhat  below  the  average  in  other 
cities. 

There  is  some  unemployment  in  Haverhill,  but  not  quite  as  much  as  is  usual 
during  the  summer  months.The  cutters  in  the  shoe  factories  are  all  employed  and  as 
their  work  progresses  through  the  shop,  other  operators  will  be  taken  on.  There  are 
no  serious  labor  controversies  in  any  of  Haverhill's  industries. 

Mr.  Tom  P.  Walker,  Mr.  W.  R.  Bell  and  Mr.  H.  P.  Dayton  attended  the 
managers'  meeting  in  New  London  held  during  the  week  of  June  26. 

The  twelfth  annual  outing  of  the  Haverhill  Gas  Club  was  held  at  Hampton 
Beach  on  July  5.  About  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  women  and  children 
attended  and  in  spite  of  a  persistent  rain,  enjoyed  a  program  of  sports  and  dinner 
at  the  Ashworth  Hotel.  This  outing  was  designed  especially  in  honor  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Inole,  who  are  to  make  their  home  in  the  future  in  Jacksonville,  Florida. 
Mrs.  Ingle  was  presented  with  a  very  handsome  floor  lamp  and  Mr.  Inole  with  a 
smoking  set,  the  gift  of  the  company  employees. 

There  were  present  as  special  guests,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Priest  and 
daughter,  Dorothy,  of  Brockton;  Mr.  R.  Buckminster  and  son  Curtis,  of  Paw- 
tucket;  Mr.  Ralph  H.  Willlams,  of  Boston,  and  Judge  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Winn,  of 
Haverhill. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Bell,  sales  manager  and  his  assistant,  Mr.  C.  D.  Roberts,  attended 
the  course  in  industrial  gas  engineering  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology. 

Mr.  Tom  P.  Walker  attended  the  outing  of  the  Fall  River  Gas  Works  employees 
at  Rocky  Point,  R.  I.,  on  July  10,  and  reported  a  very  fine  time.  On  July  11,  Mr. 
Walker  visited  the  oflice  and  plant  of  the  Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company. 

Mr.  Russell  W.  Porter  has  accepted  the  position  as  chief  clerk  with  this  com- 
pany and  reported  for  work  on  Monday,  July  10. 

Mr.  William  Bell,  superintendent  of  distribution,  and  Mrs.  Bell  spent  their 
vacation  in  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  where  they  visited  relatives. 

Mr.  Allen,  superintendent  of  the  gas  department  and  Mr.  Peabbles,  chief 
chemist,  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas  Company,  spent  one  day  this  month  with  us  going 
over  our  plant. 

Mr.  Jordan,  from  the  accounting  department,  Boston  oflice,  was  a  visitor  in 
Haverhill  during  the  month. 

Mr.  J.  T.  SuLUVAN,  chief  chemist,  was  a  guest  of  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas 
Company  in  Everett,  on  July  18  and  reported  that  he  had  a  very  interesting  and 
instructive  visit. 

Houghton,  Mich.,  July  25 

The  situation  in  regard  to  the  copper  mining  industry  shows  a  slight  improvement 
as  compared  with  the  previous  month. 

Wholesale  and  retail  business  is  not  very  satisfactory.  Merchants  still  report 
their  sales  show  a  decrease  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago. 

Business  of  the  lighting  company  is  holding  up  very  well  in  view  of  the  general 
conditions  in  the  dbtrict. 
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There  is  little  new  building  going  on,  although  local  contractors  have  had  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  repair  work. 

The  mining  companies  continue  to  have  difficulty  in  securing  underground  men 
at  the  wages  now  in  effect.  If  price  of  the  metal  continues  to  advance,  mining  com- 
panies will  be  in  a  position  to  raise  wages  and  an  increase  in  wages  would  undoubt- 
edly mean  a  substantial  increase  in  their  forces. 

Miss  Winifred  Anderson  Rowe,  of  Calumet,  Michigan,  and  Mr.  Erkest  S.  Fitz, 
general  superintendent  of  the  lighting  company,  were  married  June  22,  at  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral,  Detroit.  Following  the  service,  an  informal  reception  was  held  at  the 
church  and  later  a  dinner  was  given  at  the  home  of  Gen.  and  Mrs.  Heckel.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fitz  left  for  a  trip  through  the  East.  Upon  their  return,  they  will  make  their 
home  at  137  Blanche  Street,  Houghton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Allyn  Haigh  visited  Houghton  on  their  honeymoon  trip  from 
Detroit,  arriving  Sunday,  June  25.  Mr.  Haioh  is  manager's  clerk  to  Mr.  A.  S. 
Nichols,  manager  of  the  Paducah  companies. 

Mr.  S.  B.  Tuell,  receiver,  and  Mr.  A.  F.  Ross,  attorney,  left  Houghton  on  June 
26  for  a  conference  with  the  Michigan  Public  Utilities  Commission  at  Lansing. 

Mr.  Earl  Trowbridge,  assistant  chief  clerk,  and  Mr.  Garvin  Mitchell, 
ledger  clerk,  at  the  Houghton  office,  went  to  Iron  Mountain,  Michigan,  on  July  7, 
to  attend  the  Upper  Peninsula  Association's  Convention  of  American  Legions. 

Miss  Catherine  Chiotti,  railway  clerk  at  the  Houghton  office,  left  on  July  8  on 
a  vacation  trip. 

Miss  Efre  Freeman,  of  the  Calumet  sales  department,  resigned  her  position  on 
July  8.  Her  position  has  been  filled  by  Mrs.  £.  Ryan. 

Miss  Anna  Tousignant,  manager's  stenographer,  enjoyed  a  ten  days'  cruise  on 
the  yacht  Catnota  of  Ontonagon  during  July. 

The  marriage  of  Miss  Ruth  Smothers,  of  Rossville,  Illinois,  and  Mr.  William  J. 
Cahoon,  superintendent  in  the  northern  division  of  the  lighting  company,  took 
place  on  July  13.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cahoon  will  be  at  home  in  the  Nelson-Schroeder 
Block,  Oak  Street,  Calumet,  after  September  i. 

The  Houghton  office  force  entertained  on  July  18,  at  the  Portage  Lake  Ship 
Canal,  at  a  stag  party  in  honor  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Boatman  and  Mr.  William  J.  Francis, 
former  employees  of  the  Houghton  companies.  There  was  a  camp  luncheon  and 
games  were  played,  in  which  the  feature  of  the  game  was  a  home-run  by  Dave 
Polmear.  The  'Harmony  Four"  quartette  sang  a  number  of  songs. 

Miss  Edythe  Barry,  stenographer  in  the  purchasing  department,  left  on  July  21 
for  a  vacation  trip  to  Detroit. 

Miss  Cecelia  Barth,  assistant  cashier  at  the  Houghton  office,  left  on  July  22 
for  Duluth  on  a  vacation  trip. 

Mr.  David  Polmear,  cashier  at  the  Houghton  office,  leaves  July  26  to  attend  the 
firemen's  tournament  at  L'Anse,  Michigan. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Francis,  traveling  auditor  from  the  Boston  office,  arrived  in  Houghton 
early  in  July  to  spend  his  vacation  with  relatives  and  friends. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Boatman,  of  the  Paducah  Electric  Company,  arrived  in  Houghton 
during  July  to  spend  his  vacation. 

Mr.  Clarence  Peltier,  traction  payroll  clerk,  is  spending  his  vacation  camping 
at  Twin  Lakes. 

Miss  Minnie  Niemi,  legder  clerk  in  the  Houghton  office,  is  spending  a  few  days 
of  her  vacation  camping  at  Huron  Bay. 
Mr.  Richard  Hoffman,  traction  company  inspector  for  a  number  of  years,  has 
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resigned  hb  position  and  has  gone  to  Detroit  to  locate.  Mr.  William  J.  Towsey, 
trainman,  succeeds  Mr.  Hoffman  as  inspector. 

Mr.  Carl  Johnson,  of  the  Calumet  sales  department,  is  enjoying  a  two  weeks' 
vacation. 

Mr.  Victor  Burman,  Houghton  meter  department  employee,  is  spending  his 
vacation  camping  at  the  Entry. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Rees,  attorney,  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Bawden,  vice-president  of  the  traction 
company,  returned  on  July  24  from  a  cruise  to  Isle  Royale  on  the  yacht  Sea  Fox. 

The  Hancock  High  School  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of  July  24,  total 
damage  being  estimated  at  $250,000. 

Houston,  Tex.,  July  25 

Conunodities  destined  for  foreign  countries  during  June  and  handled  through  the 
Port  of  Houston  aggregated  13,909,000,  the  majority  of  which  was  sent  to  England 
and  Germany.  The  port  director  states  that  tonnage  handled  through  the  Houston 
port  during  the  first  six  months  of  1922,  showed  an  increase  of  93  per  cent  over  first 
six  months  of  1921. 

The  city  has  agreed  on  the  terms  of  the  new  franchise  for  the  interurban  down 
the  ship  channel  and  along  the  bay  shore.  At  the  present  time  the  franchise  has  not 
been  passed,  but  it  is  expected  to  be  within  a  short  time. 

Building  permits  for  the  month  reached  a  value  of  approximately  |8oo,ooo,  and 
the  total  for  the  year  has  passed  the  eight  million  dollar  mark.  Some  of  the  larger 
buildings  under  construction  at  the  present  time  are  the  new  Majestic  Theatre,  a 
ten  story  ofilice  building  on  Main  Street  at  Capitol  Avenue,  and  a  ten  story  office 
building  at  Texas  and  Milam. 

Plans  have  been  completed  for  a  new  Methodist  hospital  to  be  erected  at  a  cost  of 
|6oo,ooo.  The  first  unit  will  cost  $150,000,  and  construction  will  probably  start 
about  August  i.  The  hospital  is  to  be  erected  at  Rosalie  Avenue  and  Austin  Street 
and  will  be  fiYt  stories. 

Construction  of  the  new  $200,000  Central  Fire  and  Police  Station  will  begin 
within  a  week. 

Work  has  started  on  a  coal  bunkering  plant  on  the  Houston  Ship  Channel  being 
located  in  Manchester,  and  is  to  cost  $300,000. 

The  broad  smile  on  the  face  of  Mr.  Lure  C.  Bradley  is  due  to  the  arrival  of 
Miss  Mary  Jane  HefFelfinger,  the  grand-daughter  of  our  district  manager. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  P.  MacFadden  announce  the  birth  of  a  son,  Willford,  on  June 
28,  1922. 

Messrs.  Wood,  Brann,  Brown,  Brush,  Duenweo  and  Bennett  attended  the 
managers'  meeting  at  Galveston,  July  1 1  and  12. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Hatley  has  been  transferred  to  Beaumont  as  purchasing  agent  of  the 
Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company. 

Mr.  McLinn,  superintendent  of  transportation  of  the  Galveston  Electric  Com- 
pany, visited  this  office. 

Mr.  Morse  has  just  returned  from  a  month's  vacation  spent  in  Colorado. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Wood  returned  from  Colorado  where  Mrs.  Wood  and  family  are 
spending  the  summer. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Harding  is  spending  his  vacation  with  friends  and  relatives  in  Maine. 

The  Houston  Electric  Company  complimented  the  managers  and  others  who 
attended  the  managers'  meeting  at  Galveston  with  a  luncheon  at  the  Rice  Hotel 
on  their  return  from  Galveston. 
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Mr.  Bradley  is  enjoying  his  vacation  in  the  East,  and  expects  to  visit  the  Boston 
office  before  returning  to  Houston. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  28 

Condition  of  the  chief  local  industries  is  reported  as  being  healthy.  June  imports, 
valued  at  1499,100,  were  more  than  twice  those  of  May.  Exports  were  valued  at 
^492,200,  consisting  largely  of  lumber,  naval  stores,  metal  products,  phosphate  rock, 
and  miscellaneous  cargo. 

Wholesale  and  retail  business  is  favorable. 

One  entire  line  of  this  company  has  been  equipped  with  the  new  safety  cars,  and 
from  the  increased  amount  of  riding  noted  on  this  line,  it  is  thought  that  they  will 
consistently  improve  receipts. 

The  situation  regarding  labor  and  employment  has  been  referred  to  locally  as  not 
in  any  sense  critical.  Labor,  with  the  exception  of  that  which  is  attributed  to  un- 
settled rail  conditions,  is  quite  fully  employed. 

Real  estate  is  fairly  active,  limited  during  the  month  mainly  to  a  considerable 
volume  of  small  transactions. 

From  authoritative  figures  from  the  customs  records  of  the  Port  of  Savannah  it  is 
learned  that  Jacksonville  tops  all  the  South  Atlantic  ports  in  the  matter  of  foreign 
trade,  and  from  other  figures  available  is  found  also  to  lead  in  coastwise  trade. 
These  figures  are  for  the  first  five  months  of  1922. 

It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  almost  one  thousand  more  pupils  attended  the  Jackson- 
ville and  Duval  county  schools  during  the  past  term  than  in  1921,  the  average 
attendance  for  1922  having  been  16,243,  while  for  1921  theaverage  attendance  was 
15,478.  In  this  connection,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  school  budget  for  the  com- 
ing year  will  be  over  $800,000,  an  increase  over  the  1922  budget  of  $20,845;  f  i5>ooo 
of  the  increase  will  go  toward  the  salary  increase  of  teachers. 

The  company's  new  one-man  cars  arrived  during  the  past  month,  and  on  Sunday, 
July  23,  17  cars  were  put  onto  the  Riverside-Main  Street  line  and  were  operated 
with  much  success.  On  the  Thursday  preceding  the  installation  of  the  safety  cars  on 
the  Riverside  line,  the  city  officials  were  the  guests  of  the  Jacksonville  Traction 
Company  on  a  trip  to  the  end  of  the  Riverside  line,  one  of  the  city  commissioners 
running  the  car.  After  the  ride  a  buffet  lunch  was  served  at  a  long  table  in  the  car- 
bam,  Mr.  Ingle  acted  as  toastmaster,  and  several  speeches  were  made. 

Miss  Ouve  DAvis,clerk  in  the  accounting  department,  and  Mr.  JohnD.Homan, 
employed  in  the  power  station,  surprised  their  friends  by  being  quietly  married  one 
Saturday  recently,  both  returning  to  work  the  following  Monday. 

Keokuk,  Ia.,  July  25 

Mississippi  River  Power  Company 

Mr.  C.  a.  Sears,  manager,  who  has  been  laid  up  for  approximately  one  month 
with  a  badly  sprained  ankle  is  able  to  be  in  the  office  again. 

Mr.  N.  T.  Wilcox,  sales  manager,  left  July  22  for  the  East  to  attend  committee 
meetings  of  the  commercial  section  of  the  National  Electric  Light  Association. 

The  third  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Meter  Committee  of  the  Iowa  section  of  the 
N.  E.  L.  A.  was  held  in  the  Keokuk  Power  station  on  July  13  and  14,  1922.  The 
following  members  were  present:  S.  M.  Cox,  chairman;  F.  D.  Paine,  secretary; 
E.  F.  Messel,  vice<hairman;  E.  F.  Preston,  L.  E,  Stiles  and  J.  L.  S.  Scaddino. 
The  first  afternoon  was  taken  up  in  general  discussions  of  matters  of  interest  to 
meter  testers  in  the  state;  the  efficient  distribution  of  the  revised  edition  of  the 
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meterman's  handbook;  dissemination  of  the  latest  meter  infom^adon  from  time  to 
time  to  all  metermen  in  the  state;  the  matter  of  representation  on  the  National 
Meter  Committee,  and  many  other  questions  regarding  short  courses  for  electric 
metermen.  The  morning  of  the  14th  was  given  over  to  adopting  resolutions  concern- 
ing matters  discussed  the  previous  day  and  it  was  voted  to  hold  the  next  short 
course  for  electrical  metermen  at  Iowa  State  G>llege,  March  12  to  16  inclusive,  1923. 

In  the  afternoon  a  tour  of  inspection  was  made  of  the  power  house  and  in  the 
evening  some  of  the  members  took  advantage  of  a  moonlight  excursion  on  the  river 
while  others  attended  a  theatre  party. 

Altogether  the  members  expressed  themselves  as  having  enjoyed  their  visit  to 
Keokuk  and  that  the  meeting  had  been  highly  successful.  It  was  regretted,  however, 
that  some  of  the  members  of  the  committee  were  unable  to  attend  because  of  impor« 
tant  matters  developing  at  the  last  minute. 

Keokuk  Electric  Company 

Generally  speaking,  our  industries  have  been  operating  on  a  good  schedule  and 
with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  have  not  been  seriously  affected  by  the  present 
strike  situation.  The  Standard  Four  Tire  G>mpany,  Iowa  Fibre  Box  Company  and 
the  lead  department  of  the  United  Lead  Company  have  been  enjoying  a  better 
business  this  month  than  last  year,  the  first  two  now  running  night  shifts.  The 
Purity  Oats  Company  have  been  running  since  July  17.  They  are  operating  their 
milling  department  on  two  shifts,  but  are  operating  their  packing  department  only 
five  days  per  week. 

Both  the  Wabash  and  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  freight  offices  advise  that  local  freight  will 
show  an  increase  over  July  of  last  year  and  although  carload  shipments  have  been 
curtailed  especially  during  the  past  week  or  so,  they  expect  their  revenue  to  show  a 
slight  increase  over  last  year. 

Our  wholesalers,  especially  in  the  grocery  lines,  inform  us  that  the  month  of  July, 
as  a  rule,  is  a  slack  month.  They  report  this  month  as  below  the  previous  year  and 
give  as  a  reason  the  present  strike  situation.  Our  retailers  report  a  fairly  good  busi- 
ness although  not  equal  to  June. 

From  all  indications,  we  believe  our  electric  department  will  show  approximately 
the  same  total  figure  as  for  the  month  of  June. 

Our  gas  send-out  for  the  first  25  days  of  July  is  approximately  550  thousand  cu. 
ft.  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

With  the  exception  of  the  buildings  under  construction  which  were  mentioned  in 
last  months*  letter,  there  seems  to  be  little  activity  in  this  line.  There  is  some  repair 
work  being  done.  It  might  be  of  interest  to  note  that  a  contract  amounting  to 
$99,000  has  been  let  to  a  local  concern  for  the  construction  of  a  paving  between 
Hamilton  and  Elveston,  Illinois.  This  strip  of  paving  is  to  be  4.8  miles  long. 

The  present  railroad  strike  has  not  effected  many  men  in  this  locality.  The  indus- 
tries have  no  trouble  in  securing  labor  and  yet  there  does  not  seem  to  be  many 
people  out  of  employment. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Alexander,  manager,  is  now  at  Pinewood  Camp,  Canton,  Maine, 
recuperating  from  a  recent  operation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Kelly,  arrived  in  Keokuk,  July  i,  having  spent  their  honey- 
moon in  the  East.  Mr.  Kelly  at  once  taking  charge  of  the  duties  as  assistant 
treasurer. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Davis,  chief  clerk,  has  been  transferred  to  Fort  Madison,  la.,  as 
assistant  treasurer  of  the  Fort  Madison  Electric  Company.  On  the  evening  of  July  8, 
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the  employees  gave  a  dinner  party  to  Mr.  and  Mrs;  Davis  at  the  Hotel  Grant  in 
Warsaw. 

Mr.  O.  L.  Reiser,  former  general  clerk,  has  been  promoted  to  the  position  of 
chief  clerk. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Schell,  gas  superintendent,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Haverhill  Gas 
Light  Company,  Haverhill,  Mass.,  as  general  superintendent.  Mr.  Schell  leaves 
for  his  new  work  about  the  middle  of  September. 

Miss  Mabel  Millspauoh,  telephone  operator,  returned  from  her  vacation 
spent  in  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Mr.  R.  E.  Flambob,  meter  foren^an,  is  touring  northern  Minnesota. 

Mr.  Hardin  Tomunson,  resigned  the  position  of  ledger  clerk,  leaving  July  19 
for  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  where  he  will  make  his  future  home.  Mr.  H.  P.  Dockendorf 
has  accepted  the  position  of  ledger  clerk. 

Miss  Georgia  M.  Enolehardt  has  accepted  a  position  in  the  accounting  depart- 
ment and  for  the  present  is  working  as  railway  clerk. 

Mr.  Burton  B.  Jenkins,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  L,  arrived  in  the  city,  July  a6,  to  fill 
the  position  of  gas  superintendent. 

Miss  Catherine  M.  Reidy,  secretary  to  Mr.  David  Daly,  district  manager, 
spent  the  week  of  July  10  to  15  attending  the  National  Federation  of  Business  and 
Professional  Women's  Clubs  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  Miss  Reidy  went  as  a  state 
alternate,  and  on  her  return  reported  a  very  successful  convention,  at  which  there 
was  present  approximately  1,200  business  and  professional  women,  representing 
clubs  in  practically  every  state  in  the  Union. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  July  25 

During  the  past  month  the  cigar  industry  has  shown  a  small  but  steady  improve- 
ment. Approximately  100  additional  cigarmakers  were  employed  during  the  month. 
Recent  information  from  the  A.  Santaella  Cigar  Company,  of  Tampa,  Florida, 
states  that  they  would  open  their  branch  factory  in  Key  West  about  August  i,  with 
a  force  of  150  cigarmakers.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  cigar  industry  will 
continue  to  show  steady  improvement  the  remainder  of  this  year. 

Activities  in  the  sponge  industry  for  July  were  reported  as  being  the  best  this 
year.  Several  large  catches  were  made  by  local  boats  which  brought  the  highest 
prices  paid  this  season. 

Wholesale  and  retailers  report  a  slight  increase  in  business  during  the  past  month 
which  they  attribute  to  the  improved  conditions  in  the  cigar  factory. 

The  railway  earnings  during  July  were  the  best  this  year.  With  the  increased 
activities  in  the  cigar  factories,  we  expect  railway  earnings  to  continue  to  show  a 
steady  increase  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Lighting  earnings  compare  favor- 
ably with  the  previous  year's  earnings  and  are  slightly  better  than  the  estimate. 

Considerable  real  estate  has  changed  hands  during  the  past  month,  the  majority 
of  transactions  recorded  being  unimproved  property  which  will  be  used  for  residence 
sites,  the  construction  of  which  is  planned  for  some  time  in  the  near  future. 

Building  activities  during  July  have  been  a  litde  above  normal.  Permits  issued  to 
date  cover  seven  new  buildings  to  cost  approximately  >  19^4.50;  five  additions  to 
buildings  to  cost  ^5,000  and  repairs  amounting  to  ^9,330. 

There  is  still  a  number  of  cigarmakers  out  of  employment  but  indications  are  that 
at  least  200  will  be  given  empbyment  during  the  next  few  weeks. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  Conover,  student  engineer,  left  Key  West  during  the  early 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 80  Stone  &  Webster  Journal 

part  of  the  month  for  his  home  in  Seattle,  Washington,  where  he  will  spend  his 
vacation. 

Mr.  J.  O.  MosELY,  operating  engineer  at  our  power  plant,  was  transferred  to  the 
Tampa  Electric  G)mpany  on  July  13. 

Mr.  B.  L.  Grooms,  manager,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Grooms  and  their  two 
children,  left  here  on  the  14th  for  Miami,  Florida.  From  Miami  they  will  tour  the 
state  by  automobile  and  will  then  proceed  to  Mr.  Groom's  home  in  southwest 
Georgia,  where  they  will  remain  for  about  a  month. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  July  25 

The  textile  industry  seems  but  little  affected  by  the  unsettled  labor  conditions  of 
the  city  and  most  of  the  mills  are  running  under  fairly  steady  production  to  fill 
orders  on  hand.  The  Appleton  Company  is  running  full,  also  the  Hamilton  Company 
notwithstanding  the  strike  which  is  still  in  force  among  employees  of  this  latter 
mill.  The  Massachusetts  mills  are  somewhat  affected  by  strike  conditions,  but  are 
operating  with  a  force  of  about  60  per  cent  of  the  average  number. 

Mercantile  business  is  reported  as  very  quiet,  due  to  the  unsettled  conditions  of 
labor.  The  Bon  Marche  Dry  Goods  Company,  reports  satisfactory  trade,  but  in 
general,  stores  find  business  very  dull. 

The  business  of  the  company  continues  to  show  gains  over  months  in  previous 
year,  reflecting  the  gradual  revival  from  the  serious  depression  in  the  early  part  of 

1 92 1.  The  kilowatt  load  on  the  station  shows  a  fairly  steady  demand  for  power  from 
the  mills  with  increases  over  1921. 

Appliance  sales  for  the  past  month  showed  greater  stimulus  than  for  some  months 
previous,  reflecting  an  increase  in  sales  over  June,  1 921,  of  169. 

The  present  demand  on  the  station,  the  gradual  improvement  in  the  mills  and 
steady  gain  in  lighting  customers  indicates  reasonably  favorable  business  for  the 
company  during  the  immediate  future. 

The  number  of  building  permits  issued  at  Lowell  City  Hall,  in  June,  indicates  a 
slight  increase  in  building  activity  over  the  same  month  in  previous  year.  Total  real 
estate  transfers  recorded  at  the  Middlesex  Registry  in  Lowell  for  the  month  of  June, 

1922,  was  1,090. 

At  present,  labor  conditions  in  and  around  Lowell  are  very  much  unsettled.  A 
strike  of  the  textile  workers  affecting  the  Bay  State  Cotton  Corporation,  Hamilton 
Mills,  Merrimack  Mills  and  Massachusetts  Mills,  is  at  present  in  force,  many  of  the 
strikers  having  been  out  for  six  months.  The  situation  seems  to  have  but  little  effect 
on  the  present  mill  operation,  and  the  strike  is  being  conducted  without  violence. 
Mills  are  operating  with  all  the  help  necessary  and  are  asked  daily  by  striking  em- 
ployees for  permission  to  return  to  their  old  places  under  the  reduced  wage  schedule. 

The  railroad  strike  affecting  the  Billerica  car  shops  has  brought  greater  distur- 
bance into  the  territory  and  there  have  been  several  instances  of  violence  in  the 
attitude  of  some  of  the  strikers  toward  strike  breakers. 

Severe  thunder  storms  during  June  resulted  in  the  loss  of  several  line  transform- 
ers, damage  to  power  feeders  and  the  necessity  of  overhauling  lightning  arresters. 

Since  the  need  of  more  office  space  had  been  apparent  for  some  rime  and  par- 
ticularly more  economical  quarters  for  the  accounting  department,  work  was 
started  last  February  on  reconstrucdng  the  second  floor  of  the  oflfice  building  at  29 
Market  Street  and  taking  over  the  third  floor  which  was  in  an  entirely  unfinished 
state.  A  short  description  of  the  completed  work  may  be  of  interest: 
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At  the  top  of  the  stairs  leading  from  the  first  floor  a  hallway  gives  convenient 
access  to  the  well-lighted  accounting  department  occupying  the  entire  front  part  of 
the  second  floor,  while  other  doors  lead  from  the  same  hallway  to  the  manager's 
suite  of  three  rooms  in  the  rear  and  to  the  two  washrooms. 

The  third  floor  has  been  divided  into  five  rooms — a  rest  room  for  the  girb  with 
large  wardrobe,  couch,  table  and  chairs,  making  a  convenient  place  for  luncheons, 
meetings,  etc.,  also  an  assembly  hall  comfortably  seating  over  one  hundred  persons, 
to  be  used  for  departmental  meetings  and  lectures;  an  engineering  oflfice  for  the 
power  sales  department;  a  stock  room  for  the  printed  forms  and  stationery  of  the 
company  and  an  unassigned  room  now  used  temporarily  by  the  accounting  depart- 
ment. 

The  L.  E.  L.  Girls'  Sewing  Club  arranged  for  a  "Bacon  Bat"  on  Saturday  after- 
noon, July  8,  at  Miss  Wilson's  camp  in  Hudson,  N.  H.,  on  the  Merrimack  River. 
The  afi^air  was  carried  out  with  great  success  and  all  agreed  would  bear  repeating. 

The  annual  outing  of  the  L.  E.  L.  employees  was  held  Tuesday  evening,  July  i8, 
at  Canobie  Lake  Park.  A  severe  thunder  storm  which  lasted  during  the  entire  eve- 
ning completely  changed  the  plans  of  the  outing  committee;  no  program  for  sports 
could  be  carried  out  and  the  only  thing  which  went  through  as  scheduled  was  the 
excellent  luncheon  provided,  most  heartily  enjoyed  by  all.  Wires  down  on  the  street 
railway  system  resulted  in  loss  of  both  lighting  and  railway  service  at  the  Park,  the 
only  illumination  during  the  greater  part  of  the  evening  being  a  few  kerosene  lamps 
and  candles  in  and  around  the  dance  hall,  so  that  dancing  was  the  popular  and  only 
diversion  possible.  The  special  car  to  take  employees  back  to  the  city  was  much 
delayed,  but  finally  reached  Lowell  safely.  General  comment  on  the  outing  seemed 
to  be  that  it  was  a  "moist,  yet  enjoyable  time." 

The  wedding  of  Miss  Marie  Richardson,  for  several  years  clerk  for  Mr.  Reed, 
chief  engineer,  and  Mr.  Clark  Spellman,  of  the  engineering  oflice,  took  place  on 
Wednesday,  June  28.  Many  of  the  company  employees  were  present  at  the  recep- 
tion which  was  held  at  the  bride's  home  immediately  after  the  ceremony.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Spellman  spent  their  honeymoon  at  Lake  George. 

Miss  Violet  Brown,  formerly  of  the  accounting  department  and  Mr.  James  J. 
Sheehan,  paymaster  and  head  billing  clerk,  accounting  department,  were  united 
in  marriage  at  St.  Columbas  Rectory  on  Saturday,  June  24.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheehan 
spent  their  honeymoon  at  Woodstock,  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Raymond  Custer,  of  the  commercial  department,  has  returned  from  a 
vacation  trip. 

Miss  Alice  Johnston  of  the  commercial  department,  is  on  her  vacation. 

Miss  Bessie  Brundin,  of  the  accounting  department,  is  spending  her  vacation 
at  Beverly,  Massachusetts;  Miss  Elvira  Gipson,  accounting  department,  at  her 
former  home  in  Maine;  and  Miss  Adelaide  O'Brien,  engineering  department,  at 
Atlanric,  Massachusetts. 

Middletown,  Conn.,  July  tj 

The  condition  of  local  industries  as  a  whole  is  considerably  improved. 

There  is  a  shortage  of  coal  in  Middletown.  To  date  the  railroad  strike  has  in  no 
way  affected  train  service  through  Middletown. 

During  the  month  of  July  a  contract  was  signed  with  the  River  Feldspar  and 
Milling  Company  to  supply  them  with  300  kva.  of  electrical  energy  to  be  supplied 
them  at  primary  voltage.  All  work  in  connection  with  this  extension  is  to  be  com- 
pleted by  August  26,  1922. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 82  Stone  6?  Wehster  Journal 

Building  for  the  past  month  has  been  wholly  confined  to  residential  work,  there 
being  several  new  homes  under  construction. 

July  ID,  the  office  force  had  a  very  pleasant  picnic  at  Guilford  Pond.  "Drbwet", 
LoHNEiss  again  proved  his  ability  as  chef  and  prepared  a  fine  lunch.  After  lunch  a 
very  interesting  talk  was  given  by  Mr.  Packajid  upon  "Public  Relations"  after 
which  the  party  adjourned  to  the  inn  and  dancing  was  enjoyed. 

July  12,  Messrs.  Bird,  Trull  and  Curran  were  visitors  in  Middletown. 

July  13,  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  department  heads,  Mr.  Guy,  of  Guy  &  Rice, 
Middletown,  G>nn.,  gave  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  talk  on  industrial  and 
automobile   insurance. 

July  25,  Messrs.  Bird,  Trull,  Kebbe  and  Curran  were  visitors  in  Middletown. 

Mr.  Packard  is  on  his  annual  vacation  in  northern  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  F. 
Baker,  of  the  engineering  department  in  New  London,  is  in  Middletown  taking 
care  of  Mr.  Packard's  work. 

New  London,  Conn.,  July  22 

Local  industries  are  in  very  good  condition.  The  New  London  Ship  &  En^e 
Company  is  increasing  its  number  of  employees  and  is  working  full  time.  Other 
industries  are  on  a  full  time  basis.  In  Montville,  a  paper  mill  which  has  been  shut 
down  for  the  past  few  years  is  getting  ready  to  operate  again. 

The  usual  influx  of  summer  residents  has  brought  business  to  the  retailers,  and  in 
spite  of  wet  weather  during  the  early  season  the  beach  stores  are  reporting  good 
business  now. 

The  earnings  of  the  New  London  division  show  an  increase  over  last  year  in  both 
the  electric  and  gas  departments.  With  the  resumption  of  the  local  industries  which 
now  looks  very  favorable  our  business  should  maintain  an  increase  over  last  year. 

There  are  several  small  land  developments  along  the  shore. 

The  Edward  Bloom  Company,  silk  manufacturers,  are  building  an  addition  to 
their  plant  in  New  London.  Some  few  garages  are  also  under  construction. 

Good  labor  is  very  scarce,  in  fact,  it  is  hard  to  get  common  laborers.  This  condi- 
tion is  caused  to  some  extent  by  a  road  construction  job  which  is  underway  at 
present.  At  the  railroad  shops  in  Midway  part  of  the  men  who  walked  out  on 
strike  returned  the  next  day. 

Paducah,  Ky.,  July  25 

Local  lumbermen  report  that  the  volume  of  buying  continues  good  for  this  season 
of  the  year  and  in  certain  grades  the  demand  exceeds  production  approximately  20 
per  cent. 

All  building  trades  are  working  to  full  capacity  and  many  contractors  report 
trouble  in  obtaining  sufficient  help  to  complete  their  contracts  on  schedule. 

Cigar  manufacturers  report  business  unusually  good  and  say  that  the  demand  for 
the  higher  priced  goods  is  remaining  firm.  Several  local  concerns  are  advertising  for 
additional  help. 

There  is  very  little  activity  in  the  tobacco  market  here  and  the  few  sales  made 
during  the  past  week  were  private  sales.  The  1922-23  acreage  of  tobacco  equals  that 
of  1 92 1  and  reports  show  that  conditions  are  good  for  a  big  crop  this  year. 

The  Paducah  Cooperage  Company  are  building  an  addition  to  their  plant  for  the 
manufacture  of  kegs.  This  plant  will  be  in  operation  probably  the  early  part  of 
August. 
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The  King  Mill  &  Lumber  G>inpan7  are  building  a  new  planing  mill  in  connection 
with  their  present  plant  and  plans  are  for  electric  drive  of  approximately  30  horse 
power. 

The  Paducah  Milling  G>mpan7  are  now  partially  operating  and  expect  to  be 
running  full  force  in  about  a  week. 

Actual  work  on  the  new  sewer  system  will  commence  next  week.  Several  carloads 
of  machinery  have  arrived  and  material  is  ordered  and  same  is  in  transit. 

The  Shelton  Bros.  Foundry  have  recently  installed  some  new  machinery  and  are 
now  operating  at  full  capacity.  They  report  orders  ahead  that  will  keep  them  busy 
for  some  months  to  come  with  repair  work  locally,  as  well  as  contracts  on  steam- 
boats fix>m  other  points. 

Retail  merchants  report  a  gradual  tightening  up  in  sales  as  a  result  of  the  strike, 
but  say  volume  of  sales  compare  favorably  with  last  year. 

Wholesalers  report  a  gradual  increase  in  business  in  outlying  territory  but  say 
credit  in  many  instances  is  poor,  as  a  result  of  the  coal  and  railroad  strike. 

Several  permits  for  new  buildings  were  recorded  for  July  and  many  contracts  let 
for  repair  and  remodeling  work.  Real  estate  dealers  report  the  selling  of  several  lots 
in  outlying  districts  to  people  for  building  purposes. 

Mr.  a.  S.  Nichols,  manager,  was  host  recently  to  several  of  the  commissioners 
who  are  to  decide  in  which  city  the  new  Western  Kentucky  State  Normal  School 
shall  be  located.  Paducah  is  making  a  strong  bid  for  this  institution. 

Mr.  Elus  McNebly,  son  of  Mr.  J.  W.  McNeely,  railway  superintendent,  is 
spending  a  month  at  his  home  in  this  city.  Mr.  McNeely  is  employed  by  the  £1 
Paso  Electric  Co.,  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Boatman,  of  the  accounting  department,  is  spending  his  vacation  at 
his  home  in  Houghton,  Mich. 

Mr.  R.  a.  Gordon,  sales  manager,  and  his  wife,  recently  motored  to  Keokuk, 
lowa^  where  they  spent  several  days. 

Mrs.  Lawless,  wife  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Lawless,  master  mechanic  of  the  El  Paso  Rail- 
way Co.,  is  a  guest  at  the  home  of  Mr.  J.  W.  McNeely,  railway  superintendent. 

Mr.  Fred  Cloen,  general  superintendent,  has  been  ill  for  several  days  during  the 
month. 

Mr.  R.  a.  Haigh  has  resumed  his  duties  in  the  manager's  office  after  a  honey- 
moon of  several  weeks  on  the  Great  Lakes  and  in  Detroit. 

The  lawns  and  gardens  at  the  gas  plant  and  car  bam  are  unusually  fine  this  sea- 
son. The  mass  of  flowers  in  close  proximity  to  our  gas  holders  is  causing  a  great  deal 
of  favorable  comment. 

The  veteran  No.  94  of  the  railway  company,  the  product  of  an  amalgamation  of 
several  smaller  cars  and  a  rival  of  the  Boston  El's  snake  cars,  is  resplendent  in  a  new 
coat  of  orange  paint.  It  has  revived  considerable  interest  in  trolley  picnics. 

Pawtucket,  R.  L,  July  a6 

Reports  regarding  the  cotton  industry  show  that  a  greater  number  of  mills  are 
operating  than  formerly.  In  fact,  we  are  advised  that  all  mills  with  the  exception  of 
three  which  were  formerly  shut  down  by  strike  throughout  the  state  are  now  operat- 
ing on  a  curtailed  basis.  Due  to  improvement  in  the  cotton  situation  throughout  the 
state,  local  manufacturers  look  for  better  business  in  the  near  future.  The  nut, 
bolt  and  machinery  business  has  improved  during  the  month  and  indications  are 
that  this  condition  will  continue.  The  silk  mills  are  operating  practically  at  capacity 
and  manufacturers  are  very  optimistic  concerning  future  business. 
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Local  merchants  report  some  improvement  in  business.  While  the  large  number  of 
idle  textile  workers  has  produced  a  falling  off  in  retail  business,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  effect  at  the  present  time  is  not  as  great  as  during  the  past  few  months. 

The  company's  business  continues  to  show  marked  gains  over  the  previous  year 
and  a  steady  increase  in  output  is  resulting  from  new  business  and  increased  mill 
operation. 

We  have  recently  connected  the  Potter  Fine  Spinning  G>mpany  who  will  take 
about  700  kw.  in  the  next  month  or  so. 

We  are  submitting  also  a  contract  to  the  H.  &.  B.  American  Machine  G>mpany 
covering  all  their  power  requirements,  which  will  be  about  350  kw.  in  excess  of 
present  business  from  this  concern. 

Residence  and  commercial  business  are  showing  steady  gains  and  we  expect  this 
to  continue. 

There  is  considerable  building  going  on  in  the  residential  sections.  Also  some 
manufacturing  plants  are  making  extensions.  The  Solway  Dyeing  &  Textile  Com- 
pany are  starting  a  new  manufacturing  building  and  other  concerns  are  making 
small  additions. 

The  principal  item  of  interest  in  the  labor  situation  is  in  connection  with  the 
textile  strike.  The  effect  of  this  strike  on  business  is  becoming  less  each  month  and 
mills  are  reporting  daily  increases  in  their  working  forces.  At  the  present  time  there 
seems  to  be  no  shortage  of  labor. 

The  annual  outing  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas  &  Electric  Club  was  held  Tuesday,  July 
25,  at  Rocky  Point.  This  outing  was  attended  by  over  900  people,  including  em- 
ployees and  their  families,  officials  of  the  company,  and  guests.  The  trolleys  and 
automobiles  left  Pawtucket  at  9.30  p.m.,  arriving  in  Rocky  Point  shortly  before 
noon  where  the  program  of  the  day  was  launched  with  a  series  of  field  events  in  the 
ball  park.  During  the  afternoon  a  ball  game  between  the  office  and  gas  works  teams 
was  played,  the  office  coming  out  as  victors  with  a  9  to  i  score.  A  shore  dinner, 
bathing,  dancing  and  rides  on  the  various  amusements  at  the  park  completed  the 
entertainments  for  the  day. 

Messrs.  H.  T.  Edoar  and  Ralph  Williams,  from  the  Boston  office,  and  Mr. 
William's  mother;  Mr.  F.  W.  Easton,  president  of  The  Pawtucket  Gas  Company; 
Messrs.  Joseph  £.  Nute,  F.  P.  Dexter,  George  L.  Gilbert  and  William 
Eavenson,  of  the  Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company;  George  H.  Priest,  of  the 
Brockton  Gas  Company,  also  Mrs.  Priest  and  daughter;  William  F.  Bliss,  chair- 
man and  George  A.  Carmichael,  secretary,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Public  Utilities 
Commission;  Messrs.  C.  B.  Healy,  Leo  Yetman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  K.  Simmons, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amos  Cheney,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Cheney,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  O'Laughlin,  from  Woonsocket;  Mr.  Sullivan,  Pawtucket  editor  of 
the  Providence  Journal  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  and  Mr.  Costello,  reporter  on  the  Paw- 
tucket Times,  City  officials  from  Central  Falls  and  Pawtucket  who  were  also  present 
included:  Frank  E.  Fitzsimmons,  collector  of  port;  Herbert  A.  Fuller,  city  clerk  and 
Mrs.  Fuller,  James  G.  Connolly,  city  solicitor;  George  A.  Carpenter,  city  engineer, 
of  Pawtucket;  Charles  H.  Fuller,  chief  of  the  Pawtucket  Fire  department;  J.  V. 
Broderick,  town  clerk,  of  Cumberland. 

The  oudng  was  voted  a  great  success  by  all  present  and  this  success  was  due  prin- 
cipally  to  the  efforts  of  Rollin  Buckminster,  president  of  the  club,  who  was  chair- 
man of  the  reception  committee  and  the  general  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
S.  S.  Mason  and  B.  P.  Jenkins. 

Messrs.  Gardner  Rogers,  William  McGregor,  Rollin  Bucu^inster,  W.  L 
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Sturtevant,  E.  E.  Nelson,  E.  S.  Roberts,  D.  T.  Lennon  and  Edward  S.  Esty 
attended  the  recent  Stone  &  Webster  managers'  convention  held  in  New  London. 

Gardner  Rogers,  manager  of  the  Electric  G>mpany,  spoke  before  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Pawtucket  at  their  luncheon  on  Thursday,  June  13,  on  the  subject  of 
"Electric  Light  &  Power  Service  in  the  Blackstone  Valley." 

On  Monday  evening,  June  26,  the  girls  of  the  organization  gave  a  personal  shower 
for  Miss  Florence  B.  Brown,  of  the  sales  department,  who  was  married  on  Satur- 
day, July  15,  to  Mr.  Earle  Phillips,  teacher  of  chemistry  in  the  Central  Falls  High 
School. 

Mr.  Harold  Edlund,  formerly  voucher  clerk,  was  transferred  to  the  Fall  River 
Gas  Works  Company  on  July  15  where  he  will  fill  the  position  of  assistant  chief 
clerk.  His  place  will  be  filled  by  Mr.  William  Weir,  of  the  accounting  department. 

On  July  1 1,  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Frey,  formerly  of  the  Providence  Gas  Company, 
assumed  the  position  of  superintendent  of  distribution  of  The  Pawtucket  Gas 
Company. 

Mr.  Burton  P.  Jenkins,  student  engineer  of  the  gas  company  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Keokuk  Electric  Company,  to  take  the  position  of  gas  superintendent. 

The  girls  of  the  accounting  department  went  on  an  outing  to  Newport  Beach  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  July  22. 

Business  conditions  remain  much  the  same  although  steady  gains  have  been  made 
in  the  number  of  operatives  returning  to  work.  Many  departments,  closed  down  for 
lack  of  skilled  labor,  are  operating  again,  however  the  strike  still  continues,  and 
with  the  coal  and  railway  troubles  developing  there  remains  much  to  be  desired. 

The  silk  manufacturers  report  good  orders  and  the  outlook  is  very  encouraging. 
The  cotton  goods  market  report  an  increase  in  price,  but  orders  are  for  small  quan- 
tities. The  worsted  and  woolen  concerns  report  very  excellent  conditions,  every- 
thing considered.  A  strong  demand  for  fancy  textiles  makes  this  line  very  active. 

Wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  a  slight  increase  in  volume  of  business,  but 
far  from  being  satisfactory. 

A  demand  for  electric  power  from  new  concerns  and  a  considerable  increase  on 
the  part  of  some  of  the  older  concerns,  will  show  an  increase  over  last  year. 

The  real  estate  market  is  very  active  and  building  operations  are  fully  80  per  cent 
better  than  last  year,  although  high  price  for  labor  and  material  militates  very  much 
against  maximum  building. 

Labor  is  fairly  well  employed  notwithstanding  the  strike  situation,  and,  as  the 
result  of  court  action  against  picketing,  many  strikers  are  returning  to  work. 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  July  24 

Local  industries  are  continuing  to  show  activities  and  the  prospects  for  future 
business  is  very  bright. 

Ferris-Lee  Lumber  Co.  which  operates  on  electric  power  is  installing  a  large  dry 
kiln  and  will  greatly  increase  the  capacity  of  their  plant  preparatory  to  entering  the 
export  trade  for  dressed  lumber. 

The  Bruce  Dry  Dock  Co.  is  advertising  20  year  6  per  cent  bonds  for  public  sale 
in  an  endeavor  to  clear  up  the  indebtedness  to  the  Shipping  Board  and  remove  the 
dock  from  partial  Shipping  Board  control.  In  their  publicity  matter  they  show 
earnings  for  the  past  two  years  of  an  amount  well  above  interest  on  the  proposed 
bond  issue.  The  docks  are  quite  active  and  are  filling  a  long  felt  want  in  this  port. 

The  Pensacola  Creosoting  Co.  has  completed  the  construction  of  their  creosoting 
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plant  and  is  operating  full  time.  They  have  several  large  orders  for  creosote 
material,  most  of  which  is  destined  for  northern  parts  of  the  country. 

G>ndition8  in  the  surrounding  country  continue  to  show  improvement  and  whole- 
sale  business  as  a  result  is  satbfactory.  The  high  price  of  turpentine  is  bringing 
about  considerable  operations  in  naval  stores  and  is  resulting  in  re-opening  of 
numerous  naval  stores  commissaries  which  have  remained  practically  closed  for 
sometime  due  to  discontinuance  of  operations  and  low  prices. 

There  is  no  change  in  retail  business  conditions.  Merchants  report  fair  summer 
trade,  but  hardly  as  good  as  was  expected,  even  for  this  dull  season.  We  consider  the 
condition  of  retail  business  houses,  from  a  financial  viewpoint,  satisfactory.  A 
number  of  changes  in  location  of  prominent  houses  is  being  made  during  the  dull 
season  of  the  summer  and  each  change  is  to  a  better  location  and  to  improved 
quarters. 

The  condition  of  the  company's  business  is  far  more  satisfactory  than  it  has  been 
for  many  months  and  the  outlook  for  the  future  is  even  brighter.  Railway  pas- 
senger receipts  are  picking  up  and  are  augmented  by  a  splendid  freight  business 
which  has  the  effect  of  increasing  balance  after  operating  expenses.  Light  and  power 
gross  holds  its  own  with  reduction  in  operaring  expenses  affecting  a  greater  balance 
and  more  satisfactory  general  conditions.  Our  contract  with  the  Naval  Air  Station 
for  a  monthly  consumption  of  over  one  hundred  thousand  kilowatt  hours  has  been 
signed  and  they  will  come  on  our  line  about  August  i. 

The  month  of  June  was  the  best  month  in  the  history  of  the  company  from  the 
standpoint  of  balance  after  operating  expenses,  and  the  remainder  of  this  year 
should  show  up  equally  as  well  on  an  average. 

Eight  Birney  cars  will  be  received  and  put  in  service  in  August  and  should  bring 
about  an  increase  in  passenger  revenue  plus  the  usual  reduction  in  operating  ex- 
penses. 

Freight  business  for  the  month  of  July  is  slighdy  off  from  our  expectations  due 
to  the  fact  that  one  large  contract  at  the  Naval  Air  Station  has  not  yet  been  com- 
menced. 

Real  estate  deals  in  the  city  at  this  time  are  minor  in  extent  and  consist  prin- 
cipally of  small  transactions  for  residence  lots.  New  residences  continue  to  go  up  all 
over  the  city  and  the  situation  in  this  respect  presents  a  rather  healthy  oudook. 

Work  on  the  Gulf  Beach  Highway  and  other  paving  construction  is  progressing 
satisfactorily  and  the  commissioners  are  contemplating  further  contracts  very 
shortiy. 

The  strike  at  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  shop  is  affecting  labor  conditions  very 
noticeably.  No  indications  have  appeared  of  other  unions  joining  in  this  strike,  but 
all  of  them  are  active  in  expressing,  publicly,  sympathy  with  the  railroad  men. 
Unemployment  conditions  were  serious  even  before  this  strike  and  a  walkout  of  500 
men  in  a  city  of  this  size  makes  a  very  noticeable  impression  on  general  conditions. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Turner  and  Mr.  Carleton  Turner,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  father  and 
brother,  respectively,  of  Mr.  Frank  B.  Turner,  of  this  company,  have  been  vbit- 
ing  in  Pensacola  since  July  4. 

During  the  past  month  the  office  organization  accompanied  by  all  department 
heads  and  families  have  enjoyed  two  splendid  outings  at  Saufley  Beach  on  Santa 
Rosa  Island.  A  chartered  boat  has  been  secured  on  each  occasion  which  left  the  city 
about  6  p.  M.  for  this  splendid  new  swimming  resort  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  These 
outings  have  been  gready  enjoyed  and  it  is  planned  to  repeat  them  frequendy 
during  the  warm  weather. 
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Miss  Agnes  Kerle,  of  the  accounting  department,  will  be  married  in  August  to 
Mr.  Tom  C.  Rogers,  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.  Miss  Kerlb  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Arthur  L.  Kerle,  who  has  been  lighting  bookkeeper  for  this  company  for  many 
years. 

Mr.  O.  £.  Rayne,  cashier,  is  spending  his  vacation  in  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  F.  F.  Chris,  commonly  known  as  "Punch"  who  has  been  with  this  company 
for  about  fifteen  years  in  various  capacities  in  the  lighting  department,  and  more 
recently  as  meter  reader,  where  he  made  an  unexcelled  record,  is  leaving  the  employ 
of  the  company  on  August  i  to  enter  the  dairy  business.  His  departure  is  very  much 
regretted  by  all  of  his  associates  and  the  company  officials  who  realize  that  his  suc- 
cessor in  this  important  position  will  have  his  hands  full  handling  the  work  as 
successfully  a^  "Punch"  did.  His  successor  will  be  Mr.  Lewis  Mayoarden,  who 
was  conductor  on  the  cars  for  a  number  of  years  and  who  possesses  qualities  similar 
to  "Punch"  in  making  friends. 

Ponce,  P.  R.,  July  24 

This  is  a  season  of  very  little  activity  in  the  industrial  and  commercial  condi- 
tions of  the  island,  as  both  sugar  and  coffee  gathering  for  the  season  usually  close 
in  the  early  part  of  June  and  begin  again  sometime  during  September.  Tobacco 
factories  in  Ponce  are  doing  practically  nothing  with  the  exception  of  sorting  and 
packing  of  cigars  manufactured  at  some  of  the  smaller  places  around  the  island  in 
the  vicinity  of  Ponce. 

On  account  of  being  the  closed  season  for  sugar,  coffee  and  tobacco,  the  general 
wholesale  and  retail  business  is  always  on  the  decline  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and 
this  year  it  is  especially  low  on  account  of  the  severe  drought  which  has  been  preva- 
lent, although  the  wholesale  dealers  in  both  sugar  and  coffee  are  doing  a  little 
exporting  at  this  dme. 

In  the  real  estate  business  there  is  practically  no  activity  whatsoever,  although 
several  buildings  which  have  been  under  construction  for  some  time  are  being 
continued  to  completion.  There  are  a  few  small  residences  being  built  however,  but 
the  general  tendency  is  for  those  people  who  live  in  rented  homes  to  move  from  the 
more  expensive  to  the  smaller  houses  where  their  expenses  will  be  reduced  as  much 
as  possible.  This  same  tendency  seems  to  prevail  not  only  in  the  renting  of  homes, 
but  in  all  purchases  of  necessities. 

There  is  very  little  change  in  the  labor  situation,  although  some  labor  can  be 
secured  at  prices  a  little  under  what  they  were  two  or  three  months  ago. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  there  have  been  quite  a  number  of  very  refreshing 
showers,  which  have  helped  considerably  the  crops  which  have  been  planted. 
Although  these  showers  have  done  some  benefit,  there  has  been  no  continued  rain 
which  would  give  the  soil  the  moisture  it  requires  and  fill  the  rivers  to  the  extent 
that  the  water  from  the  river  can  be  used  for  irrigating  purposes.  Neither  has  the 
river  been  filled  sufficiently  to  aid  us  materially  in  our  using  water  for  condensing 
purposes  at  the  power  station. 

July  4  was  very  quiet  this  year  in  Ponce,  as  many  of  the  residents  went  to  San 
Juan  where  an  elaborate  parade  and  other  activities  were  given  throughout  the  day. 

The  Ponce  Electric  Company  has  started  the  construction  of  its  new  trolley  home 
on  the  Vigia,  which  is  a  new  residential  section  being  built  on  the  hills  about  half  a 
mile  north  of  the  city  proper,  and  should  make  a  wonderfully  cool  location  for  a 
residential  section.  The  home  is  to  be  constructed  of  concrete  and  will  be  suffi- 
dendy  large  to  care  for  all  the  American  employees  of  the  Company. 
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Reno,  Nev.,  July  25 

There  has  been  no  decided  change  in  the  condition  of  local  business  houses.  Busi- 
ness continues  to  be  quiet,  as  is  to  be  expected  for  this  time  of  year,  but  is  in  what 
may  be  considered  a  healthy  condition.  The  summer  race  meet,  which  has  just  been 
concluded  in  Reno,  has  had  the  effect  of  retarding  retail  business  to  a  noticeable 
extent,  but  the  business  men  expect  that  this  will  be  off-set  by  increased  activity 
during  the  next  month  or  two. 

The  United  G>mstock  Mines  G>mpany,  which  is  engaged  in  constructing  a  large 
mill  on  the  company's  system  is  rushing  its  construction  work,  and  it  is  now  the 
expectation  that  ore  will  begin  to  be  mined  and  crushed  by  September  i  and  that 
the  mill  will  be  operating  by  the  middle  of  September. 

During  the  past  month  the  Standard  Oil  G>mpany  has  announced  two  reduc- 
tions in  the  price  of  crude  oil,  each  of  25  cents  per  barrel,  and  in  addition,  a  reduc- 
tion in  freight  rates  during  the  past  month  has  resulted  in  an  additional  reduction 
of  ten  cents  per  barrel  in  the  cost  of  oil  delivered  in  Reno. 

During  the  past  month,  a  consolidation  has  been  completed,  under  which  two 
large  groups  of  mines  in  Virginia  City  have  been  combined  under  the  name  of  the 
Comstock  Merger  Lines  Company.  It  is  reported  that  the  consolidated  company 
will  proceed  with  mining  development,  and  if  warranted,  will  operate  the  property 
on  a  large  scale. 

As  is  usual  during  the  summer  months,  the  real  estatie  market  is  dull,  with  few 
transfers  of  property.  However,  an  unusual  amount  of  building  is  being  carried  on 
in  Reno,  Sparks  and  Virginia  City,  including  a  large  addition  to  Reno's  principal 
hotel,  made  necessary  by  the  destruction  of  the  Riverside  Hotel  some  months  ago. 

During  the  past  month  a  shortage  of  laborers  who  are  willing  to  work  on  ranches 
has  begun  to  be  felt.  In  one  district,  the  labor  situation  is  so  unsatisfactory  that 
there  is  serious  discussion  going  on  as  to  the  advisability  of  cutting  the  second  crop 
of  alfalfa.  Within  the  past  few  days,  this  shortage  has  been  to  some  extent  relieved 
by  the  striking  railroad  shopmen,  who  in  considerable  numbers,  have  gone  into  the 
hay  fields,  pending  some  decision  of  the  railroads  strike. 

Miss  Helen  Harms,  ledger  clerk,  is  resigning  as  of  August  i  to  be  married.  Her 
sister.  Miss  Carol,  is  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Mr.  Odams,  ledger  clerk,  and  Mrs.  Odams  have  just  returned  from  their  vacation 
spent  in  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Miss  Vera  Ries,  engineering  clerk,  is  now  spending  her  vacation  in  California 
and  expects  to  return  by  the  first  of  the  month. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Carpenter,  water  and  gas  superintendent,  has  purchased  a  new 
bungalow  in  anticipation  of  his  marriage  in  September. 

Mr.  James  Rice,  gas  fitter  in  Sparks,  is  being  congratulated  on  the  birth  of  a  son. 

Mr.  Wentworth  and  Mr.  Don  Bartlett  were  at  Lake  Tahoe  during  the  month 
as  members  of  the  Reno  Golf  Club's  team,  to  parricipate  in  a  tournament  at  that 
place.  Mr.  Wentworth  won  a  small  cup  for  having  the  highest  individual  score. 

The  following  members  of  this  organization  recently  joined  the  Reno  Golf  Club: 
Mr.  Clifford,  Mr.  Carpenter,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Fair  and  Miss 
Myrtle  Cameron. 

Mr.  Charles  Hicks  is  at  present  spending  his  vacation  at  Donner  Lake,  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  company  held  its  annual  picnic  on  the  22nd  of  this  month,  at  Lake  Tahoe. 
All  of  the  employees  who  could  possibly  be  spared,  attended  some  leaving  as  early 
as  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  while  the  majority  were  a  little  more  conservative  and 
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kft  between  seven  and  nine.  It  was  originally  intended  that  all  athletic  contests 
would  be  held  before  lunch,  but  so  few  arrived  before  that  time,  the  contests  were 
postponed  until  the  afternoon.  The  events  were  as  follows:  horse  shoe  throwing 
contest,  won  by  Mr.  Wentwo&th  and  Mr.  Coombs;  boys'  race,  won  by  Phillip 
Wentworth,  Mr.  Wentworth's  olddest  son;  girls'  race,  won  by  Miss  Elsie  Seaborn 
daughter  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Seaborn;  shot  putting  contest  was  won  by  Mr.  Wentworth; 
broad  jump,  won  by  Mr.  Clifford;  rowing  contest,  won  by  Mr.  Carpenter  and 
Mr.  Mason;  cracker  eating  contest  for  the  ladies  was  won  by  Miss  Roberts.  A 
number  of  the  picnicers  went  in  swinmiing  but  the  water  was  too  rough  to  hold  a 
swimming  race.  After  these  contests,  supper  was  eaten  and  then  a  majority  of  the 
employees  went  to  Homewood,  a  resort  on  the  lake  not  far  from  the  picnic  grounds 
and  danced  until  an  early  hour.  The  picnic  as  a  whole  was  a  great  success. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  July  25 

The  industrial  depression  in  Savannah  continues  and  no  marked  improvement 
in  the  unsatisfactory  situation  was  in  evidence  during  the  month.  This  depression 
does  not  affect  the  Sugar  Refinery  which  has  continued  its  operation  at  capacity 
receiving  a  steady  shipment  of  raw  material. 

The  shipping  industry  in  Savannah  continues  active  and  the  total  net  tonnage  of 
all  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Savannah  for  the  first  six  months  of  1922  was  con- 
siderably larger  than  for  the  corresponding  period  of  192 1. 

Although  June  was  not  an  unusually  good  month  as  far  as  cotton  exports  go,  the 
general  volume  of  business  has  been  maintained. 

Shipments  of  lumber  from  this  port  are  far  in  excess  of  those  of  the  previous 
season.  Since  September  i,  1921,  a  total  of  50,581,000  feet  of  lumber  has  been 
shipped  from  Savannah,  of  which  amount  6,914,000  feet  were  shipped  to  foreign 
ports. 

The  cotton  and  naval  stores  markets  continue  steady,  the  price  of  cotton  showing 
but  slight  change.  The  turpentine  market  is  still  firm,  but  there  has  been  a  sharp 
decline  in  the  price  from  the  high  quotation  of  a  month  ago.  The  first  bale  of  cotton 
for  the  1922-23  season  was  sold  at  auction  in  Savannah  on  July  19.  This  date  is  in 
comparison  with  July  26  last  year  and  August  4  in  1920. 

Bimey  safety  cars  have  been  operating  successfully  on  the  Habersham  Street  line 
since  July  5  and  have  resulted  in  an  increased  number  of  passengers  on  that  line, 
but  a  certain  portion  of  the  increased  riding  has  been  taken  from  other  lines. 

Representative  architects  and  contractors  of  Savannah  report  the  outlook  bright 
and  believe  that  the  building  activities  which  have  been  good  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year  will  continue  steady  and  sadsfactory  during  the  last  six  months  of  the 
present  year. 

The  figures  for  the  first  six  months  of  1922  show  that  346  permits  were  issued 
valued  at  11,037,300  in  comparison  with  354  permits  issued  during  the  first  six 
months  of  192 1  valued  at  ^746,040. 

With  the  exceprion  of  the  strike  of  the  railway  shopmen,  there  has  been  no 
noticeable  change  in  the  local  employment  situation.  Labor  of  all  classes  continues 
to  be  plentiful  with  the  possible  exception  of  skilled  workmen  in  the  builders  trade. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Martzall,  purchasing  agent,  recently  made  a  week  end  visit  to  his 
home  in  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Mr.  p.  E.  Seawright,  of  the  engineering  department,  is  spending  a  month's 
leave  of  absence  in  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina  because  of  his  health. 
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Miss  Lucia  Smith,  clerk  in  the  billing  department,  has  returned  from  her  vacation. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Baya  Harrison,  superintendent  of  transporta- 
tion and  claim  agent,  respectively,  of  the  Tampa  Electric  G>mpany  were  recent 
visitors  in  Savannah. 

Miss  Margaret  Reynolds,  clerk  in  the  billing  department,  has  returned  to  her 
desk  after  a  serious  illness  of  several  weeks. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  at  the  July  meeting  of  the  Savannah  Electric 
Benefit  Association,  which  was  held  at  the  Casino  at  Thunderbolt.  At  the  close  of 
the  business  session,  a  very  pleasant  entertainment  was  given  after  which  dancing 
was  enjoyed. 

Two  electrically  operated  track  switches  have  been  installed  on  our  lines  at  Bay 
and  Whitaker  Streets.  Practically  all  of  the  cars  in  operation  pass  over  these 
switches. 

Mr.  Malcom  McKenzie,  foreman  of  the  meter  department,  has  returned  from 
an  enjoyable  vacation  in  Fbrida. 

Mr.  Frank.  Hbyward,  salesman,  has  returned  from  a  pleasure  trip  to  Baltimore 
and  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Bird  announce  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Mary  Harriet,  on 
June  13. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Rabey  entered  the  service  of  this  company  as  assistant  paymaster, 
succeeding  Mr.  B.  Chilton,  resigned. 

The  following  members  of  this  organization  have  returned  from  the  two  weeks' 
encampment  of  the  local  National  Guard  at  Camp  Bragg,  North  Carolina. 

Messrs.  C.  P.  Fico,  A.  F.  Cordes,  L.  E.  Crosby,  F.  S.  Thornton,  D.  H.  Ben- 
ton, L.  C.  Kitchens,  J.  Coluns,  Ralph  Stow  and  J.  Miluren. 

Mrs.  Annie  Wells,  telephone  operator,  has  returned  from  her  vacation.  In  her 
absence,  her  position  was  filled  by  Miss  Catherine  Cullum. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Smith,  master  mechanic,  made  a  brief  business  trip  to  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  during  the  month. 

On  July  23,  about  twenty-five  members  representing  all  departments  enjoyed  a 
deep  sea  fishing  trip  to  the  Black  Fish  Banks.  Very  good  luck  was  reported  with  a 
catch  of  over  600  fish. 

Among  those  who  are  now  away  on  their  vacations  are:  Mrs.  James  McCabe, 
Miss  A.  McCabe,  and  Mrs.  Nantz. 

The  introduction  of  the  new  Bimey  safety  cars  on  our  lines  occurred  on  July  5. 
The  occasion  of  the  inauguration  of  these  cars  was  celebrated  by  inviting  the  Mayor, 
the  City  Council,  County  oflficials  and  the  heads  of  civic  bodies  to  lunch.  The  guests 
boarded  the  new  safety  cars  at  the  City  Hall  and  were  taken  directly  to  the  River- 
side Power  Plant,  where  a  buffet  luncheon  was  served  in  the  boiler  room  imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  boilers.  Many  expressions  of  surprise  and  commendation  were 
received  from  the  guests  at  the  neat  and  clean  appearance  of  the  plant  and  yard,  and 
the  cool,  comfortable  condition  of  the  boiler  room  through  which  a  brisk  breeze  was 
blowing.  The  tables  were  arranged  in  front  of  the  boilers  and  decorated  with  bou- 
quets set  in  high  tension  insulators  as  vases.  The  luncheon  was  served  by  the 
young  lady  employees  of  the  oflfice  force.  After  being  shown  the  operation  of  the  oil 
burners  by  the  white  clad  firemen,  the  party  again  boarded  the  cars  and  were  taken 
over  the  Habersham  Street  line.  Safety  features  of  the  cars  were  pointed  out  to  the 
guests  and  the  Mayor  and  a  few  of  the  County  oflicials  were  allowed  to  operate  them 
for  a  short  distance.  A  demonstration  was  also  given  with  a  dunmiy  showing  the 
operation  of  the  life  guards. 
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SfiATTLEy  Wash.,  July  23 

Lumbering  continues  excellent.  There  was  the  usual  Fourth  of  July  depression, 
but  the  mills  recovered  more  quickly  than  usual  and  are  now  running  normal,  with 
the  forest  fires  a  slight  handicap.  The  number  of  mills  putting  on  two  shifts  is 
increasing. 

Fishing  conditions  continue  quiet,  the  halibut  industry  being  the  only  one  that 
is  running  about  normal. 

Small  fruit  farmers  are  having  an  excellent  year;  there  has  been  a  shortage  of 
pickers,  however,  and  the  dry  weather  has  somewhat  reduced  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  the  pack. 

The  coal  mines  are  running,  but  the  coal  retailers  are  experiencing  a  very  light 
summer,  probably  due  to  the  abnormally  dry  weather.  The  coal  strike  is  not 
affecdng  us  to  date  and  the  railway  strike  has  affected  us  but  slightly. 

Wholesale  business  picked  up  during  the  month,  wholesale  buying  showing  quite 
a  pronounced  increase  over  last  month  and  over  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 
Retail  business  is  holding  up  well,  considering  the  usual  summer  depression. 

The  company's  business  showed  a  fair  increase  for  the  month  and  indicarions  are 
that  business  will  continue  good  during  the  fall. 

Real  estate  is  quiet  and  very  much  below  normal,  very  little  trading  taking  place. 
Building  activities  are  unusually  good  and  are  improving  steadily.  For  the  first 
half  of  this  year,  approximately  1 10,000,000  worth  of  building  has  been  done,  which 
is  a  record  with  the  exception  of  1909,  the  year  of  the  Fair.  Permit  for  a  >2,5oo,ooo 
bank  building  was  issued  during  the  month  and  the  community  hotel,  over  which 
so  much  discussion  has  taken  place  was  finally  financed,  over  ^2,900,000  having 
been  subscribed  to  date  for  this  project. 

Labor  conditions  in  this  district  are  excellent.  There  is  an  actual  shortage  of 
labor  for  lumbering  and  for  berry  picking.  There  is  practically  no  surplus  labor 
in  Seattle,  except  the  regular  group  of  idlers  who  do  not  wish  employment. 

The  northwest  section  of  the  National  Electric  Light  Association  met  in  con- 
vention at  Boise,  Idaho,  on  June  7  to  10.  These  attending  from  the  Seattle  division 
were  Messrs.  Quinan,  Brownell,  Gille,  Sears,  Snow  and  McPhbrson.  These 
members  report  that  the  convendon  was  unusually  well  attended  and  the  meet- 
ings very  satisfactory. 

A  standardization  meeting  of  the  division  engineers,  storekeepers  and  purchas- 
ing agents  was  held  in  Bellingham  July  12  and  13.  From  Seattle,  Mr.  Quinan,  Mr. 
Crawford,  Mr.  Hohe,  Mr.  Rioos,  Mr.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  Ruppe  attended.  Mr. 
Quinan  acted  as  chairman.  This  is  the  third  meedng  of  this  committee  and  they 
report  that  they  are  accomplishing  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  standardization  for 
our  Northwest  companies.  Not  only  was  the  meedng  a  success  from  a  business 
standpoint  but  Bellingham  entertained  the  visitors  by  taking  them  into  British 
Columbia  one  afternoon  and  evening. 

Mr.  Neill  and  Mr.  Owbrs,  of  the  Boston  ofiice,  with  their  assistants,  are 
audidng  the  company's  books. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Brownell  attended  the  opening  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  Trac- 
tion Company's  new  depot  in  Bellingham. 

Formal  opening  of  the  vacadon  lodge  at  Lake  Tapps  took  place  on  July  16,  with 
an  attendance  of  approximately  five  hundred  employees.  Everyone  seemed  very 
much  impressed  with  the  Lodge  and  those  who  had  not  previously  been  up,  were 
astounded  at  the  progress  made  in  the  short  time  the  Lodge  was  under  construc- 
tion. Mr.  Leonard  oflicially  presented  the  Lodge  to  the  employees;  Mr.  Wm. 
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Dick,  as  chairman  of  the  employees'  committee,  accepting  on  behalf  of  the  em- 
ployees. There  were  swimming  races  and  dancing  during  the  day  and  everyone 
returned  very  much  pleased.  Reservations  have  already  been  made  for  practically 
the  full  capacity  of  the  Lodge  for  the  regular  vacation  period  of  the  summer. 

Sydney,  N.  S.,  July  24 

Principally  on  account  of  the  coal  strike  in  the  United  States,  the  Dominion  G>al 
G>mpany,  Limited,  and  the  Nova  Scotia  Steel  and  Coal  Company,  Limited,  sub- 
sidiaries to  the  British  Empire  Steel  Corporation,  Limited,  have  been  finding  a 
greater  demand  for  coal.  This  demand  has  come  principally  from  Montreal,  Quebec 
and  other  St.  Lawrence  ports.  During  the  War,  coal  from  the  United  States  was 
shipped  to  the  St.  Lawrence  ports  where  Cape  Breton  coal  had  formerly  been 
generally  used  and  it  has  been  rather  a  hard  fight  for  the  Cape  Breton  Coal  Com- 
panies to  regain  these  markets.  If  the  strike  in  the  States  lasts  much  longer  and  the 
coal  companies  here  are  not  tied  up  through  labor  trouble,  there  seems  every  reason 
to  believe  that  Cape  Breton  will  shortly  resume  her  old  position  of  importance  as 
regards  sale  of  coal  to  Montreal,  Quebec,  etc.  At  the  present  time,  coal  is  being 
shipped  to  Montreal  at  the  rate  of  21  cargoes  per  month  and  it  is  predicted  that 
1,500,000  tons  will  have  been  shipped  up  the  St.  Lawrence  before  navigation  closes, 
the  best  pre-war  record  having  been  2,000,000  tons  in  one  year.  Considerable  coal 
has  recently  been  shipped  to  New  England  ports  and  if  the  strike  in  the  States  con- 
tinues much  longer  this  business  may  increase.  On  the  other  hand,  very  little  coal 
has  been  sent  to  Newfoundland,  since  it  is  claimed  that  English  coal  can  be  landed 
there  for  as  low  as  I4.00  per  ton,  which  is  |2.oo  per  ton  cheaper  than  coal  is  sold  here 
in  Cape  Breton. 

The  plant  of  the  Dominion  Iron  &  Steel  Company,  Limited,  in  Sydney,  has  been 
increasing  its  output  gradually,  particularly  products  of  the  rod,  wire  and  nail  mills. 
One  blast  furnace  is  now  in  operation  and  several  open  hearths. 

The  British  Empire  Steel  Corporation  now  have  twelve  steamers  engaged  in 
carrying  ore  from  their  mines  at  Wabana,  Newfoundland,  to  Germany  and  ship- 
ments are  being  made  at  the  rate  of  10,000  tons  per  month.  It  is  expected  that  three 
quarters  of  a  million  tons  will  have  been  shipped  before  the  end  of  the  season. 
Although  this  business  does  not  directly  benefit  Cape  Breton,  still  any  profit  made 
will  help  the  British  Empire  Steel  Corporation  and  thus  benefit  Cape  Breton  plants. 

Business  has  continued  quiet  throughout  June  and  the  early  part  of  July.  At  the 
present  writing  there  seems  to  be  a  considerably  more  opdmistic  feeling  on  the  part 
of  both  wholesale  and  retail  merchants.  More  men  are  now  employed  at  the  Steel 
plant  than  any  time  for  a  considerable  number  of  months  and  since  the  coal  business 
is  steadily  improving,  more  men  will  be  employed  there. 

In  spite  of  daylight  saving  time  having  been  effective  in  Sydney  since  May  15, 
1922,  earnings  of  our  light  and  power  department  as  a  whole  have  remained  prac- 
tically the  same  as  last  year.  Some  falling  off  due  to  the  present  business  depression 
has  been  offset  by  increased  business  due  to  the  steadily  increased  number  of  cus- 
tomers. 

A  new  street  lighting  contract  with  the  city  of  Sydney  became  effective  June  i, 
under  which  an  all  night,  every  night  schedule  is  provided  instead  of  the  moonlight 
schedule  which  was  furnished  under  the  old  agreement. 

There  had  been  a  very  considerable  amount  of  residential  building  done  during 
the  summer  months.  In  June  alone  the  number  of  houses  for  which  permits  were 
taken  out  was  equal  to  the  total  number  taken  out  in  the  first  six  months  of  1921 
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and  exceeds  the  latter  in  value  by  something  over  |6,ooo.  The  construction  of  42 
houses  has  already  been  authorized  in  1922,  as  compared  with  a  total  of  38  actually 
built  during  the  full  season  of  192 1. 

The  local  Housing  Commission,  which  works  in  conjunction  with  the  Provincial 
Government,  has  already  approved  51  applications  for  loans  up  to  the  end  of  June. 
Of  these,  24  have  been  ratified  and  approved  at  the  office  of  the  Director  of  Housing 
in  Halifax  and  between  15  and  20  houses  are  now  in  course  of  construction. 

A  mass  meeting  of  miners,  held  in  the  Savoy  Theatre  in  Glace  Bay,  yesterday, 
July  23,  passed  a  resolution  demanding  that  the  District  Executive  Board  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers,  take  immediate  steps  to  enforce  the  1921  rates  of  pay  in  all 
the  collieries  comprising  district  No.  26  and  make  those  rates  retroactive  to  January 
1, 1922,  or  else  the  miners  would  cease  work  on  August  15.  All  local  Unions  compris- 
ing district  No.  26  were  requested  to  support  this  resolution  and  demand  the  1921 
peak  wages  or  else  call  a  strike.  At  the  present  time  the  miners  are  working  at  con- 
siderably reduced  wages  without  any  agreement.  There  seems  to  be  a  decided  prob- 
ability that  further  labor  troubles  may  develop. 

Approximately  three  thousand  men  are  now  employed  at  the  Dominion  Iron  & 
Steel  Company,  Limited  plant  in  Sydney  as  compared  with  about  twelve  hundred 
the  first  of  April. 

Messrs.  Williams  and  Sherburne,  of  the  Boston  office,  have  completed  an 
audit  of  the  books  of  this  company  and  returned  to  Boston. 

Mr.  Cecil  M.  Batstone,  formerly  with  the  Nova  Scotia  Steel  and  Coal  Com- 
pany, Limited,  Sydney  Mines,  entered  our  employ  and  will  take  charge  of  the 
Sydney  Mines  Branch  Office. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Rudderham  recently  entered  our  employ  as  cashier  of  the 
Sydney  Branch  Office. 

Mr.  Eben  O.  Smith,  assistant  railway  superintendent  and  family  have  returned 
from  a  vacation  spent  in  Halifax  and  vicinity. 

Mr.  p.  R.  Williams,  auditor,  was  the  guest  of  honor  at  an  outing  held  at  West- 
mount,  by  the  general  office  staff,  on  Monday  evening,  July  17.  Salt  water  bathing 
was  enjoyed  by  a  number  of  the  party,  after  which  a  dainty  supper  was  served  by 
the  ladies. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Curtis  and  family  recently  motored  to  Margaree  and  while  there 
enjoyed  some  good  fishing,  being  successful  in  landing  three  salmon. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Miller,  of  the  light  and  power  department,  has  returned  from  a  vaca- 
tion which  he  spent  with  his  parents  at  Windsor  Junction,  Nova  Scotia. 

Tacoma,  Wash.,  July  24 

Lumber  production  in  the  Northwest  for  the  first  six  months  of  1922  was  68  per 
cent  above  production  for  the  same  period  last  year  and  new  business  has  exceeded 
the  1 92 1  sales  by  56  per  cent. 

Reports  from  department  stores  and  bank  clearings  agree  on  the  fact  that  there 
is  a  healthy  increase  in  most  lines  of  business  for  the  first  half  of  July. 

There  has  been  a  heavy  tourist  travel  through  the  state  via  motor,  which  reflects 
in  heavy  sales  of  gasoline  and  lubricating  oils,  accessories,  etc,  by  local  merchants 
throughout  the  state. 

Twenty-five  hundred  sailors,  now  having  shore  leave  from  the  two  dreadnoughts 
and  seven  destroyers  in  the  Tacoma  harbor,  will  have  an  effect  on  city  line  and 
interurban  earnings.  The  fleet  arrived  the  21st  and  will  remain  here  for  several 
weeks,  being  then  replaced  by  others. 
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The  weekly  pass  for  %\joo  went  into  effect  this  morning  on  the  lines  of  these  com- 
panies within  the  city  limits.  The  interest  being  shown  in  this  pass  by  the  riding 
public  and  by  employees  has  been  greater  than  we  anticipated,  and  the  first  week's 
report  will,  we  believe,  be  more  than  satisfactory. 

The  Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  Tacoma  division,  reports  continued 
increases  in  lighting  extensions  to  suburban  districts  and  it  is  believed  this  business 
will  continue  to  increase.  With  the  coming  back  of  copper  business,  which  is 
expected  shortly,  and  flour  business  continuing  good,  Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light 
Q>mpany  receipts  will  show  a  very  good  increase  over  1921. 

There  is  a  shortage  of  labor  in  the  building  trades. 

Waterfront  conditions  with  reference  to  labor  are  exceptionally  good. 

The  strike  of  the  railroad  shopmen  has  not  halted  coal  production  or  interfered 
with  lumber  and  shingle  manufacturing  to  any  extent.  The  output  of  the  largest 
single  group  of  non-union  mines  in  the  state  has  reached  23,000  tons  per  week  and 
there  has  been  a  summer  cut  in  price  of  50  cents  per  ton  to  consumer,  to  stimulate 
distribution. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Saunders,  sales  manager,  with  his  family  recently  motored  to  the 
Oregon  beaches. 

Mr.  M.  G.  Cushino,  solicitor  in  the  sales  department  and  Mrs.  Gushing  are  on  a 
two  weeks'  trip  via  motor  boat. 

Mr.  K.  C.  Schluss,  superintendent  of  power  and  equipment,  Mr.  G.  O.  Snider, 
purchasing  agent,  Mr.  George  Levenhaoen,  storekeeper  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Miller, 
superintendent  of  distribution,  were  in  Bellingham  in  July  to  attend  the  third  meet- 
ing of  engineering  and  purchasing  departments  of  the  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.  prop- 
erties in  Washington  in  connection  with  standardizing  of  material  used  for  line 
construction. 

Mr.  Gboroe  W.  Roukds,  general  superintendent  of  transportation,  recently 
spent  the  week  end  at  the  mountain. 

Col.  H.  G.  Winsor  has  returned  from  a  two  weeks'  camp — having  been  in 
command  of  the  annual  camp  instruction  for  the  National  Guard  of  Washington. 
There  were  150  officers  and  2,500  enlisted  men  in  camp. 

Mr.  C.  V.  Allen,  land  and  tax  agent,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Allen,  are  planning 
to  motor  to  California  late  in  July. 

Mr.  J.  E.  O'Brien  has  been  appointed  safety  engineer,  as  of  July  15, 1922,  uking 
over  the  duties  of  Mr.  C.  Paul  Bates,  resigned.  Mr.  O'Brien  was  formerly  with 
these  companies  in  the  claim  department  and  left  us  in  1917  to  join  the  engineering 
corporation  at  Hog  Island. 

The  seventh  annual  picnic  for  employees  will  be  held  at  Spanaway  Park  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  July  26. 

The  Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company  has  opened  an  office  in  Sumn<;r  to 
handle  sales,  collections,  etc.  Summer  business  has  heretofore  been  handled  through 
the  Puyallup  office,  but  due  to  increased  business,  an  office  was  established  there. 

Tampa,  Fla.,  July  21 

There  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  the  cigar  industry.  The  output  for 
the  year  ending  June  30, 1922,  has  been  at  the  rate  of  1,000,000  cigars  per  day  and 
we  are  advised  that  this  figure  will  be  greatly  exceeded  for  the  next  several  months 
in  preparation  for  the  Christmas  trade. 

Fertilizer  factories  have  shut  down  until  the  fall  season  opens. 
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In  the  citrus  industry  large  prices  are  already  being  received  for  future  crop  and 
an  excellent  year  is  looked  forward  to. 

The  Exchange  National  Bank,  which  does  a  large  business  with  the  local  jobbers, 
reports  that  the  jobbing  business  is  very  dull  at  this  time,  but  shows  some  signs 
of  picking  up.  The  First  National  Bank  expresses  the  opinion  that  retail  business 
is  extremely  dull. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  slacking  up  in  the  building  activities,  which  are  now 
confined  largely  to  small  dwellings. 

Considerable  interest  in  radio  has  been  evident  among  company  employees.  A 
good  receiving  set  has  been  installed  at  the  car  house  by  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment; Mr.  James  Trotta,  of  the  lighting  department  is  building  a  set  for  Mr. 
Ayala's  residence  and  Mr.  John  J.  Fooarty,  who  was  a  wireless  operator  of  the 
Navy  Department  during  the  War,  has  an  excellent  installation  at  his  home.  The 
Tampa  Daily  Times  has  erected  a  broadcasting  starion  on  top  of  the  Citrus  Ex- 
change Building,  known  as  "WDAE,"  local  musicians  and  speakers  furnishing 
the  programs. 

On  July  12,  the  Benefit  Association  gave  another  well-attended  dance  in  the 
assembly  hall  at  the  car  house. 

The  new  brick  oil  storage  house  at  the  car  bams  has  been  completed. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  announce  the  sudden  death  of  Flora,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Dervaes,  of  Ballast  Point  Park. 

Mr.  Robert  L.  Switzbr,  of  the  transportation  department  and  Miss  Eva 
Haager  were  married  during  July. 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Lyles,  a  graduate  of  Georgia  School  of  Technology,  has 
entered  the  employ  of  the  company  in  the  company  engineer's  office. 

Mr.  B.  M.  Harrison,  claim  agent,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Edwards,  superintendent 
of  transportation,  visited  Jacksonville  and  Savannah  for  the  purpose  of  studying 
safety  methods  used  by  these  companies. 

EfFecdve  July  7,  Mr.  C.  A.  R.  Kurtz  was  transferred  from  the  engineer's  office 
to  the  master  mechanic's;  Mr.  Harry  Weldon,  Jr.,  from  the  latter  office  to  the 
stores  department  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Curtis,  of  the  lighring  department  to  the 
engineer's  office,  in  order  to  familiarize  these  members  of  the  organization  with 
various  branches  of  company  work. 

Mr.  L.  J.  Towne,  of  the  Boston  office  division  of  engineering  and  construction, 
arrived  in  Tampa  during  July  to  take  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  new  Exchange 
National  Bank  building. 

WooNsocKET,  R.  I.,  July  24 

No  apparent  change  has  been  noted  in  the  cotton  industry  during  the  past  month, 
local  operations  remaining  dull. 

The  majority  of  the  woolen  and  worsted  industries  are  running  on  normal 
schedule.  The  Nyanza  Mills  have  closed  their  plant  for  a  week  due  to  lack  of 
orders. 

The  machine  industry  still  continues  dull. 

The  local  lumber  companies  report  business  as  good,  due  to  the  considerable 
amount  of  building  in  progress. 

Retail  merchants  report  business  quiet. 

Our  present  customers  are  not  using  power  up  to  normal  amounts,  due  to  the 
business  depression,  but  we  expect  that  this  situation  will  soon  be  bettered. 

Contract  has  been  signed  with  the  Rathbun  Knitting  Company  for  275  kva., 
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this  being  an  increase  over  their  present  load  of  about  100  kw.  G)ntract  has  also 
been  signed  with  the  Peerless  Dye  Company  for  75  kw. 

G)nsiderable  building  is  in  progress  in  our  territory,  there  having  been  73  build- 
ing permits  granted  during  the  month  of  June  at  an  estimated  value  of  $279,720. 

The  Eastern  Construction  Company  has  practically  completed  its  task  of  clear- 
ing the  fire  wreckage  from  the  site  of  the  burned  Crowell  Building  on  Main  Street. 
Walter  D.  Brownell,  proprietor  of  the  site  is  planning  to  erect  a  new  business 
block  consbting  of  three  stores,  with  a  large  basement  and  will  contain  one  very 
large  and  two  smaller  stores  on  the  street  floor.  The  two  upper  floors  will  be  devoted 
to  oflices. 

The  Buell  Building,  which  was  also  destroyed  by  fire,  is  being  rapidly  put  into 
shape.  Plans  are  now  being  drawn  for  the  building  of  a  three-story  factory  struc- 
ture to  house  the  Woonsocket  CalFs  mechanical  departments.  After  this  is  com- 
pleted, the  Buell  Realty  Company  wiU  erect  a  four-story  ofiice  building  connected 
with  its  mechanical  departments. 

Miss  Dorothy  L.  Browning  has  been  transferred  from  the  accounting  depart- 
ment to  the  purchasing  department. 

Rapid  progress  is  being  made  on  the  roof  of  the  Buckland  and  Clark  Building, 
which  was  recently  destroyed  by  fire.  This  is  the  building  in  which  our  No.  2 
station  is  located. 

Mr.  Albert  E.  Campbell,  of  our  electric  meter  department,  was  married  on 
June  15,  to  Miss  Anna  Robbins,  of  Elmdale,  Mass. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Milliken,  assistant  manager,  accompanied  by  his  family,  is  spend- 
ing his  vacation  in  Sydney,  Nova  Scoda. 

The  Woonsocket  Gas  and  Electric  Employees'  Club,  accompanied  by  their 
families  and  friends,  held  their  fourth  annual  outing  at  Lake  Pearl,  July  19.  The 
party  left  Court  Square  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  four  special  cars,  in  addition 
to  a  number  of  automobiles.  On  arrival  at  the  Lake,  the  members  of  the  party 
proceeded  to  enjoy  themselves  in  the  grove  and  on  the  water.  The  children  were 
kept  happy  with  free  rides  on  the  motor  boat  and  merry-go-round. 

Races  of  various  kinds  provided  sports  for  those  inclined  to  athletics,  for  which 
prizes  were  donated  by  the  company.  At  noon,  a  basket  lunch  was  eaten  in  the 
dining  pavilion,  ice  cream  and  coffee  being  served  by  the  committee  in  charge. 
Luncheon  was  followed  by  a  baseball  game  between  the  married  and  the  single 
men.  The  latter  emerged  victorious.  Later,  water  sports  were  held,  consisting  of 
canoe  and  swimming  events.  The  special  cars  returned  to  the  city  at  6  o'clock,  but 
a  number  remained  for  the  dance  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  M.  L.  Sperry  and  Mr.  Ralph  Williams,  of  the  Boston  office,  as  well  as 
several  members  of  the  Pawtucket  division  were  guests  of  the  day. 
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Surplus  and  Superseded  Literature 

The  following  books  we  have  recently  removed  from  our 
shelves,  in  order  to  make  room  for  others.  In  many  cases  they 
are  still  of  considerable  value,  so  that  members  of  the  office 
may  want  to  recommend  that  some  go  back  to  the  shelves 
or  may  want  to  keep  them  in  their  own  rooms.  The  majority, 
however,  will  probably  be  available  for  whom  they  may 
concern  and  on  terms  not  to  be  found  fault  with. 

I.  Electric  Railway  Affairs 

Arnall,  Thomas:  Permanent  way  for  tramways  and  street  rail- 
ways. London,  1905. 

Ashe,  S.  W.:  Electric  railways  theoretically  and  practically  treated 
Vol.  2,  Engineering  preliminaries  and  direct  current  sub-sta- 
tions.   1907. 

Fowler,  G.  Z.:  The  car  wheel;  giving  results  of  a  series  of  investi- 
gations (Schvem  Steel  Wheel  Co.  publishers).  1907. 

Parham  &  Shedd:  Shop  tests  on  electric  car  equipment  for  inspec- 
tors and  foremen.  1909. 

Union  Switch  &  Signal  Co.:  Railway  signaling;  a  comprehensive 
treatise  on  modern  methods  of  railway  signaling,  covering 
principles  of  operation  and  types  of  apparatus.  Written  by  a 
staff  of  expert  signal  engineers.  1908. 

2.  Steam  Engineering 

Barrus,  G.  H.  :  Engine  tests  embracing  results  of  over  one  hundred 
feed-water  tests  and  other  investigations  of  various  kinds  of 
steam  engines,  conducted  by  the  author.  1901. 

Collins,  H.  E.:  Knocks  and  kinks:  causes,  detection  and  cure  for 
many  of  the  commonest  troubles  of  the  engine-man;  plain 
directions  for  prevention  and  remedy.  1908. 

Darling,  P.  G.:  Safety  valve  capacity.  Paper  read  before  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  2/23/09.  Issued  by  the 
Consolidated  Safety  Valve  Company. 

Haber,  Dr.  F.,  and  Lamb,  Arthur  B.:  Thermodynamics  of  tech- 
nical gas-reaction.  Seven  lectures  by  Dr.  F.  Haber.  1908. 

Humphrey,  Herbert  A.:  Power-gas  and  large  gas-engines  for 
central  stations.  1901. 

Neilson,  Robert  M.;  Steam  turbine  4th  ed.  revised  and  enlarged. 
1908. 

Thurso,  J.  W.:  Modem  turbine  practice  and  water-power  plants. 
1905. 

Wyer,  Samuel  S.:  Catechism  on  producer  gas.  1906. 
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3.  Electric  Engineering 

Barrows,  W.  E.:  Electrical  illuminating  engineering.  1908. 
Gear  &  Williams;  Electric  central  distribution  system.  191 1. 
Kapp,  Gisbert:  Transformers  for  single  and  multiphase  currents; 

a  treatise  on  their  theory,  construction  and  use.  2d.  ed.  1908. 
Treadwell,  Augustus:  Storage  battery;  a  practical  treatise  on 

the  construction,  theory,  and  use  of  secondary  batteries.  1898. 
Thompson,  S.  P. :  Polyphase  electric  currents  and  alternate  motors. 

1900. 

4.  Concrete 

American  Steel  &  Wire  Company:  Handbook  and  catalogue  of 
concrete  reinforcement.  1908. 

American  Steel  &  Wire  Company:  New  York  City  triangle  mesh 
concrete  reinforcement;  being  reports  of  various  tests  made 
for  the  City  of  New  York.  1910. 

Andrews,  H.  B.:  Practical  reinforced  concrete  standards  for 
design  of  reinforced  concrete  buildings,  ist  ed.  1908. 

Atlas  Portland  Cement  Company:  Concrete  in  railroad  con- 
struction; a  treatise  on  concrete  for  railroad  engineers  and 
contractors.  New  York. 

Brayton  Standards:  A  pocket  companion  for  the  uniform  design 
of  reinforced  concrete. 

Buel  and  Hill:  Reinforced  concrete.  1906. 

Collins,  H.  E.:  Erecting  work;  foundations,  moving  and  erecting 
heavy  machinery;  knots  and  hitches.  1908. 

Gillette  and  Hill:  Concrete  construction  methods  and  costs. 
1908. 

Marsh,  Charles  F.:  Reinforced  concrete:  with  512  illustrations 
and  diagrams.  1904. 

MoRSCH,  Emil:  Concrete-steel  construction.  Authorized  transla- 
tion from  the  third  (1908)  German  edition. 

Reid,  Homer  A.:  Concrete  and  reinforced  concrete  construction. 
1907. 

TuRNEAURE  and  Maurer:  Principles  of  reinforced  concrete  con- 
struction. 1909. 

5.  Miscellaneous 

Abbott,  Arthur  V.:  Telephony.  Part  11.  Construction  of  under- 
ground conduits,  with  62  illustrations.  1903. 

Bernthsen,  a.:  A  text  book  of  organic  chemistry.  Translated  by 
George  M'Gowan.  ed.  3.  1897. 

Bjorling  and  Gitting:  Peat,  its  use  and  manufacture.  1907. 

The  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Co.  of  New  York:  The  prevention 
of  industrial  accidents.  No.  i.  General  pamphlet.  Prepared  by 
Frank  E.  Law  and  William  Newell.  1909. 
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FouRNiER,  E.  E.  (d'Albe):  The  electron  theory.  A  popular  intro- 
duction to  the  new  theory  of  electricity  and  magnetism,  with  a 
preface  by  G.  J.  Stoney.  1909. 

GiLBRETH,  Frank  B.:  Field  System.  Directions  for  foremen  and 
superintendents  on  construction  and  engineering  work.  1908. 

Maver,  William:  Wireless  telegraphy,  theory  and  practice.  1904. 

The  Independent  Long  Distance  Telephone  Association.  General 
specifications  for  long  distance  pole  lines. 

McGraw-Hill  Book  Co.  (Pub.):  Technology  and  industrial 
efficiency;  a  series  of  papers  presented  at  the  Congress  of 
Technology  opened  in  Boston,  Mass.  April  10,  191 1. 

Sabin,  a.  H.  and  Qfhers:  Application  of  paints,  varnishes  and 
enamels  for  the  protection  of  iron  and  steel  structures  and 
hydraulic  work.  3rd.  ed.  enlarged.  1895. 

PoiNCARE  and  Vreeland:  Maxwell's  theory  of  wireless  telegraphy. 
Prtu  I.  1909. 

Sponsers  for  Knowledge.  The  American  Library  Associa- 
tion intends  to  establish  the  sponsorship  system  this  coming 
year;  but,  for  the  period  ending  December  31,  1922,  it  will 
look  to  the  "Extension  Service,"  whose  headquarters  are  at 
the  Public  Library,  Boston,  for  trying  out  the  system 
locally.  The  "Extension  Service"  works  in  co-operation  with 
the  Library  of  Stone  &  Webster. 

Colorado  Engineer  for  May  i  contains  alumni  directory  for 
1897  to  1922  for  the  College  of  Engineering,  University  of 
Colorado.  It  is  our  intention  to  learn  the  whereabouts  of 
alumni  directories  for  many  colleges,  and  this  rounding  up  is 
likely  to  prove  one  of  the  first  enterprises  of  the  Community 
Catalogue,  which  is  about  to  be  established. 

Water  Resources  Index  Inventory  Filing  System  for  Record- 
ings Collating  and  Analyzing  Water  Resources  Data  is  a  pub- 
lication of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  Canada,  Domin- 
ion Water  Power  Branch;  being  Water  Resources  Paper  No. 
32.  It  should  appeal  to  all  who  are  making  a  study  of  water 
resources  and  who  wish  to  have  an  approved  method  of  keep- 
ing' their  records,  containing  a  key  map  of  major  divisions, 
sub-divisions  and  sub  sub-divisions,  which  are  located  by 
various  numbers.  It  is  altogether  a  careful  piece  of  pioneer 
work. 

Bureau  of  Industrial  Research  has  issued  a  pamphlet  on 
Workers^  Education y  American  and  Foreign  Experiments ^  i()2i 
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and  another  on  the  Industrial  Council  Plan  in  Great  Britainy 

/p/p.  These  simply  indicate  that  all  who  are  interested  in  the 

relations  between  employers  and  employed,  may,  to  advan-  ' 

tage,  keep  in  touch  with  the  bureau  and  its  publications.  , 

We  received  a  complimentary  copy  of  the  Tear  Book  and  \ 

Export  Register  of  the  Federation  of  British  Industries.  Those 
who  are  familiar  with  our  American  commercial  registers  | 

will  see  that  this  covers  a  good  deal  of  the  same  ground  for 
British  products. 

Heavy  Timber  Mill  Construction  Buildings  is  the  title  of  a  i 

series  of  loose  sheets  published  by  the  National  Lumber  | 

Manufacturers*  Association.  This  is  characteristic  of  much  of 
the  quasi-advertising  literature  which  is  published  by  many 
private  concerns  and  found  useful  to  the  general  public.  i 
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Library  of  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc. 
Recent  Accessions 

(lo)  Civil  Engineering 

306  Heavy  timber  mill  construction  buildings.  National  Lumber  Manufacturers 

Assn.  -wood  construction  information.  Series  £-ia  to  E-is.  Chicago,  1922. 
29p,  8x10.  ♦6972.073 

307  Contributions  to  the  hydrology  of  the  U.  S.  Dept.  of  the  Interior.  U.  S.  Geol. 
^        Survey.  Wash.,  1922.  74P,  6x9.  *  W  S  I  500 

308  Developed  and  potential  water-power  of  the  United  States.  U.  S.  Geol.  Sur- 

vey. Wash.,  1922.  6p,  8x10.  *6874.o732  1921. 

309  Muscle  Shoals   proposition  .    .    .   minority   view   [to   accompany   H.   R. 

1 1903I.  67th  Congress,  2d  session.  Rept.  1084,  Part  2.  Wash.,  nd.  I2p,  6x9. 
*68oo.o732m8 

310  Water  resources  index  inventory  filing  system  for  recording,  collating  and 

analyzing  water  resources  data.  Water  Resources  Paper  No.  32.  Dept.  of 
the  Interior,  Canada.  Water  Power  Branch.  Ottawa,  1922.  I5p,  6^x9}, 
map,  *7203  P32 

(20)  Electrical  Engineering 

311  Theory  and  calculation  of  electric  circuits.  C.  P.  Steinmetz.  N.  Y.  [c.1917]. 

36 1 p,  6x9.  illus.  *o7i.St3ec 

3 1 2  Theory  and  calculation  of  electrical  apparatus.  C.  P.  Steinmetz.  N.  Y.  [ci  9 1 7]. 

480P,  6x9.  illus.  *o7i  Stea 

313  A  rectangular-component  two-dimensional  alternating-current  potentiometer. 

A.  £.  Kennelly  and  E.  Velander.  Contributions  from  the  Electrical  Engin- 
eering Research  Division  of  the  M.  I.  T.  Serial  No.  18.  July,  1919.  Cam- 
bridge, 1922.  26p,  6x9.  diags.  *07i.K39irc 

314  Current  distribution  in  armature  conductors.  W.  V.  Lyon.  Contributions  from 

the  Electrical  Engineering  Research  Division  of  the  M.  I.  T.  Serial  No. 
19.  July,  1919.  Cambridge,  1922.  I3p,  6x9.  diags.  *o7i.L994 

315  An  integral  equation  for  skin  effect  in  parallel  conductors.  C.  Mannebeck. 

Publications  of  the  M.  I.  T.  .  .  Serial  No.  30  May,  1922.  i46p,  9x6. 
V071.M3163 

(50)  Railways 

316  The  truth  about  electric  railways.  Prepared  from  statistics  and  official 

reports  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  unp,  2^^^*  *68oo.£l25adNo.6 

317  The  traction  problem:  fares-rentals-taxation.  T.  E.  Mitten.  Phila,  1922.  8p, 

5x8.  *i89i.Ri8i.o22im 

(73)  Sociology 

318  America  and  the  rehabilitation  of  Europe.  Annab  of  the  American  Academy 

of  Political  and  Social  Science.  July,  1922.  No.  191.  Concord,  N.  H.  1922. 
2I7P,  6}x9}.  *o29.Am35eu 

319  Capitalism  versus  socialism  in  the  light  of  the  present  world  economic  and 

financial  situation.  B.  M.  Anderson,  Jr.  The  Chase  Economic  Bulletin 
issued  by  the  Chase  Nat'l  Bank  of  the  City  of  N.  Y.  June  23,  1921.  i2p, 
6x9.  *o25.An23c 
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(74)  Financial 

320  Moody's  analyses  of  investments  and  security  rating  books:  public  utility 

investments.  John  Moody.  Thirteenth  yr.,  1922.  Moody's  Investors  Ser- 
vice. N.  Y.  [C1922]  i578p,+8}xii}.  *o2a.M77ap  1922 

321  Moody's  monthly  bulletins  of  ratings  and  supplements  of  earnings:  Part 

I.  Steam  Railroad  Companies;  Part  2.  Industrials;  Part  3.  Public  Utilities. 
Moody's  Investors  Service.  N.  Y.  1922.  vp.  Sixio).  *o22.M77r5/22 
♦o22.M77ri  5/22  *o22.M77rs  5/22  *o22.M77ru  5/22 

322  Twenty-third  annual  number  public  utility  section  1922  .    .    .   Poor's  Pub- 

lishing G>.  N.  Y.  [c.1922].  2480P,  6x9.  *o2.M77pu  1922 

323  Poor's  rating  service.  July  1922  edition.  Poor's  Publishing  G>.  N.  Y.  [c.1922]. 

71  ip,  4x7.  ♦o22.P79r  7/22 

324  Miss.  River  Power  G>.,  Keokuk,  Iowa,  (for  the  information  of  investors 

interested  in  hydro-electric  plants,  the  history  of  this  company  has  been 
prepared  .  .  .  )  S.  &.  W.,  Inc.,  General  Managers.  Boston,  nd.  unp, 
8}xii,  iUus.  *6oo.o53m,  1919 

325  Depreciation  and  Regulation.  C.  D.  Jackson.  Cambridge,  1922.  I9p,  4x9. 

*o25.Ji32d 

(75)  Annual  Reports 

326  Annual  report  of  the  Dominion  Water  Power  Branch  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

March  31,  1920.  Dept.  of  the  Interior.  Ottawa,  1921.  43p,  7x10.  •7203. 
1919-20.  Same  for  year  ending  Mar.  31, 1921.  9ip,  7x10. 

327  Annual  report  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  year  ended 

June  30,  1 919-192 1.  Albany,  1922.  vp,  6x9.  *i70o.  En33,i9i9-i92i 

328  First  annual  report  of  the  Electricity  Commissioners  in  the  United  Kingdom, 

31st  January,  1920,  to  31st  March,  1921.  London,  1922.  io2p,  7x10. 
•7100.EI255, 1920-21 

329  Annual  reports  of  American  Library  Association,  1921-22:  Detroit  Confer- 

ence June  26- July  i,  1922.  77p,  7x10.  *699i.o5, 1922 

330  Scvenrieth  annual  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 

Boston,  1 921-1922.  Boston,  1922.  76p,  6x9}.  *i46i.L6i.  1921-22 

331  Thirteenth  annual  convention.  Special  Libraries  Association,  Detroit,  Mich. 

June  26-July  I,  1922.  vp,  6x9.  *699i.Sp3ip,  1922 

(76)  Legal 

332  New  York  State  franchise  tax  on  business  corporations  .    .    .   Guaranty 

Trust  Co.  of  N.  Y.  1922.  44P,  5x7.  *o3i8.G93ib 
3ZZ    Report  of  the  Special  Joint  Commission  on  Taxation  and  Retrenchment 
submitted  Mar.  i,  1922.  Legislative  Doc.  (1922)  No.  72.  Albany,  1922. 
383P,  6x9.  ♦1709.05,1922 

334  Information  on  the  subject  of  trade  marks.  Hazelton,  Lake  &  Co.  London. 

1922.  64P,  5x8.  *o3.H27in 

(80)  Education 

335  The  young  man  and  civil  engineering.  G.  F.  Swain.  N.  Y.  1922.  203p,  5x8. 

*o8.Swi4 

336  Ethics  of  librarianship.  C.  K.  Bolton.  Reprint  from  the  Annals  of  the  Ameri- 

can Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  Phila.,  May,  1922.  9p,  6x9. 
♦085.B6391 
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337  Library  extension  service  is  given  a  trial  in  Boston.  G.  W.  Lee.  Article 

printed  in  Christian  Science  Monitor,  July  22, 1922. 2}coI.  7x2a  *o85.L5i  il 

338  G)mmercial  libraries  and  the  Dept.  of  G)mmerce.  D.  W.  Hyde,  Jr.  Wash., 

1922.  28p,  5x8.  *o85.H996 

(90)  Sources  of  iHronMATioN 
\  339    Who's  Who  in  America:  a  biographical  dictionary  of  notable  living  men  and 

women  of  the  United  States.  Vol.  12, 1922-1923.  Edited  by  A.  N.  Marquis 
[c.1922].  3520P,  6x8.  *ao92.W62, 1 922-23 
340    Who's  Who  in  Engineering:  a  biographical  dictionary  of  contemporaries. 
1922.1923.  J.  W.  Leonard.  N.  Y.  1922.  I509p,6x9.  *ao92.W62en,  1922-23 
I  341     1922  Year  book  and  Export  register  of  the  Federation  of  British  Industries, 

f  Edited  by  W.  S.  Barclay  and  £.  A.  Nash.  London.  1922.  vp,  7x10,  illus. 

I  •7100.  F317.093,  1922 

342  Alumni  Directory;  G)llege  of  Engineering,  University  of  G>lorado,  Journal 
,  of  Engineering,  May  i,  1922.  Boulder,  1922.  157-171P,  9x12.  *093.C7i4 

343  Census  of  industry,  1917.  Part  i-Statistics.  Central  Electric  Stations  in 

Canada.  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa,  1922.  56p,  6^x9}.  ^7200.023,  Pt. 

1.1919 

344  Membership  List,  American  Gas  Association,  unp.  5^x8}.  *696o.M5i.i922 

345  Activities  of  A.  S.  of  M.  E.  graphically  presented.  N.  Y.  May,  1922.  unp, 

8x11.  *695o.o2 

346  The  American  Sugar  Bulletin.  The  American  Sugar  Refining  Co.  May  19, 

1922.  pages  85-92.  9x12.  *Am.  Sug.  Bull.  5/19/21 

347  Official  program,  sixtieth  annual  meedng  of  the  National  Education  Asso- 

ciation of  the  United  States.  Boston,  July  2-8, 1922.  8bp,  6x9.  *6994.i922 

Miscellaneous 

348  Internal  relations.  A.  S.  Pratt  and  others.  Before  the  Convention  of  Managers 

and  Executives  of  the  Management  Division  of  S.  &.  W.  Inc.,  held  in 
Boston  Oct.  10-18, 1 92 1. 65P,  6x9.  *6o5.  C769in 

349  The  ignition  temperature  of  coal.  R.  W.  Arms.  April,  1922.  Bulletin  No.  128. 

Illinois  University  Engineering  Experiment  Station.  Urbana,  1922.  69P, 
6x9.  diags.  *o75.I16ig 

350  Solvay  rust-resisdng  paints  for  iron  and  steel:  a  handbook  for  the  informarion 

of  the  man  who  purchases,  specifies  or  uses  protective  paint.  Semet-Solvay 
Co.  Syracuse,  nd.  32p,  4jx6,  illus.  V*074.So489 
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Sept. 

Sept. 
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Sept.  : 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept.  I 

Sept.  I 


Coupons  and  Dividends  Due 

Per  Cent. 
Baton  Rouge  Electric  Company,  53, 1939 i}4 

*£dison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Brockton,  Capital  Stock, 
10  per  cent 2}4 

*Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company,  Capital  Stock,  12  per  cent 3 

Galveston-Houston  Electric  Company,  7's  (Coupon  Notes),  Series 

A  and  Series  B,  1925 3>^ 

Galveston-Houston  Electric  Company,  8s  (Coupon  Notes),  1926. .  4 

Houston  Electric  Company,  5s,  1925 ij^ 

Key  West  Electric  Company,  The,  5s,  1956 2>^ 

•Lowell  Electric  Light  Corporation,  The,  Capital  Stock,  10  percent  i}4 
Pensacola  Electric  Company,  5s,  1931 i}4 

•Public  Service  Investment  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent . .   i}i 

Public  Service  Investment  Company,  Common  Stock i 

Puget  Sound  Electric  Railway,  5s,  1932 2>^ 

Railway  &  Light  Securities  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent  3 
Railway  &  Light  Securities  Company,  Common  Stock,  6  per  cent  3 

Seattle  Electric  Company,  The,  5s,  1929 i}4 

Seattle  Electric  Company,  The,  5s,  1930 2}4 

*Sierra  Pacific  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent i}i 

*Keokuk  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent i}4 

*Tampa  Electric  Company,  Capital  Stock,  10  per  cent 2>^ 

*Blackstone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 
(Ifopar) 2>^ 

•Central  Mississippi  Valley  Electric  Properties,  Preferred  Stock, 
6  per  cent i}i 

•Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent   i}4 

•Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  Common  Stock 2 

Jacksonville  Traction  Company,  5s,  1931 i}4 

•Key  West  Electric  Company,  The,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent. . .   lyi 
Northern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent  . .  3 

•Northern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 2 

Pacific  Coast  Power  Company,  5s,  1940 2}4 

Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  8s  (Coupon  Notes),  1925 . .  4 
Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  85  (Coupon  Notes),  1926 . .  4 
Seattle  Electric  Company,  The,  Seattle-Everett,  5s,  1939 2}^ 

*E1  Easo  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 2}i 

Galveston-Houston  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent  3 


•Payable  quarterly. 

Dividend  rates  based  on  the  last  declaration. 
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Quotations  on  Securities 

oS 
Companies  under  Stone  &  Webster  Management 

August  14^  ig22. 

Th«  Secarides  Department  execute*  orden  00  cominltKoo  for  thoM  witUag  to  poreheM  or  mU. 
Reqnene  for  information  in  regard  to  the  companiet  will  be  anewered  promptlj. 


BONDS 

PREF.  STOCK 

COMMON  STOCK 

COMPANY 

Int. 
Rate 

Price 
and  Int. 

Dir. 
Rate 

Price 

DlT. 

Rate 

Price 

Ab.  &  Rock.,  The  El.    (  ^_^  ...  .9^3 
Lt.&Pr.Co.of          j  Not-.  July.  1923 

7% 

lOOK 

No 

Pref 

8% 

12s 

Baton  Rouge          j  Bonds,  1939 
Elcc.  Co.              1  Note..  J«n^  1923 

5% 
7% 

92 
115 

6% 

86 

10% 

US 

Blackstone  Valley  Gas  &  Elec.  Co. 

(Common  Stock  par  t«1uc  J50) 

s% 

96>^ 

*6% 

90 

10% 

72>i 

Cape  Breton  Elcc.  Co.,  Ltd. 

5% 

83 

6% 

65 

12 

Central  Mississippi  Valley  Electric 
Properties 

No 

Bonds 

73 

10 

Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Franklin  Coal  Co. 
(Common  Stock  par  ralue  $10) 

*6% 

90 

10% 

23 

Columbus  Elec.  &  Power  Co. 

6% 

99 

*7%  1st 
•7%  2d 

98K 
88 

75 

Columbus  Power  Co.,  The 

5% 

95>^ 

Connecticut  Power  Co.,  The 

s% 

93 

*6% 

90 

8% 

ISO 

Connecticut  Valley     j  Serial  Bonds 
Lumber  Co.              \  June.  '24-»34 

6% 

100 

96K 

Eastern  Texas       j  Bonds.  1942 
Elec  Co.               (  Notes.  May,  1925 

^1 

91 
lOlK 

*6% 

83 

8% 

91 

Edison  Elec  Illg.         (  ^^^ ..  .^.^ 
CaofBrockfon       j  Bo°<»-' »930 

s% 

100 

No 

Pref 

10% 

180 

El  Paso  Elec  Co.      {  g-e'i'/lll 

51 

94^ 
lOlK 

6% 

88 

10% 

123 

Fall  River  Gas  Works  Co. 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

12% 

200 

Galveston  Elec.  Co. 

s% 

87 

Galveston-Houston     (  Notes.  Aut^  1925 
Fife.  Co.                     \  Notes.  Feb.,  1926 

7% 

8% 

101^ 
100 

•6% 

77  g 

38? 

Galveston-Houston  Elec  Ry.  Co. 

5% 

87 

No 

Pref 

Haverhill  Gas  Light  Co. 

(Stock  par  raloe  $50) 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

9% 

82 

Houghton  County  Elec      (  Bonds,  1927 
lTco.                          \  N*>^"»  ^'23 

(Stock  par  Tal«e  525)                  \ 

II 

92 
100 

6% 

19 

12 
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BONDS       I 

PREF.STOCK|| 

COUUOH  STOCK 

COMtnni 

Int 
Rate 

Pric« 
sodlni. 

D«T. 

Rate 

Price 

DlT. 

Rate 

Price 

Houston  Elec.  Co. 

s% 

97i» 

Jacksonville  Elcc.  Co. 

5%   . 

88 

Jacksonville  Tract.  C: 

s% 

81 

37 

6 

Keokuk  Electric  Co.  |  Not«,  January,  1923 

6% 

100 

•6% 

t80 

Key  West  Elec  Co.,  The 

s% 

77 

Lowell  Elec  Lt.  Corp.,  The 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

10% 
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EDITORIAL  COMMENT 
The  Irishman's  Sheet 

ON  the  surface,  the  industrial  situation  has  a  rather  queer 
appearance.  The  other  day,  right  in  the  midst  of  the 
railroad,  the  coal  mine  and  the  textile  strikes,  came  the 
announcement  that  the  steel  manufacturers  were  going  to 
advance  wages.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  the  steel  manu- 
facturers, as  well  as  manufacturers  in  certain  other  lines, 
have  had  to  take  this  step  in  order  to  secure  a  requisite  num- 
ber of  workmen.  We  note  here  a  very  significant  feature  in 
connection  with  the  tide  of  affairs  in  this  country. 

For  years  past  we  have  been  hearing  about  the  tendency 
away  from  the  farm.  The  attractiveness  of  urban  life  was 
making  agricultural  conditions  increasingly  difficult,  and 
some  direful  results  were  predicted.  Today,  however,  it  is 
reported  that  in  the  great  agricultural  sections  there  is  more 
than  enough  labor  available.  The  result  has  been  a  reduction 
in  the  cost  of  production,  which,  other  things  being  equal, 
should  not  only  in  a  measure  offset  the  loss  to  the  farmers 
from  the  decline  in  wheat,  com  and  similar  products,  but 
should  also  lessen  the  cost  of  living  for  the  public  generally. 

But  other  things  are  not  always  equal.  So  far  at  least  as 
the  effect  on  the  cost  of  living  from  the  increase  in  the 
amount  of  farm  labor  is  concerned,  we  must  not  be  too 
optimistic.  For  it  is  quite  possible  that  against  a  lower  cost 
of  certain  food  commodities,  it  may  be  necessary  to  put  a 
higher  cost  on  a  great  many  of  the  other  requisites  of  life. 
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As  immigration  has  been  greatly  curtailed,  it  follows  that 
the  increased  amount  of  farm  labor  now  available  must  be 
due  to  curtailment  of  labor  available  for  other  industries. 
We  have  here  an  instance  of  the  Irishman's  sheet,  which  was 
lengthened  at  one  end  by  being  shortened  at  the  other.  The 
effect  on  some  of  our  standard  industries  is  seen  in  an  abrupt 
discontinuance  of  the  effort  to  bring  about  that  lowering  of 
the  cost  of  consumption  that  was  deemed  so  necessary  to  a 
return  to  normal  times.  Of  course,  if  the  greater  abundance 
of  farm  labor  brings  about  a  real  and  considerable  reduction 
in  the  cost  of  the  raw  materials  of  our  food  and  clothing,  the 
people  will  be  in  somewhat  better  condition  to  stand  the 
high,  and  possibly  higher,  cost  of  other  commodities.  But 
just  what  the  outcome  will  be  nobody  can  at  this  juncture 
predict. 

The  situation  is  interesting  as  showing  the  oscillating 
character  of  human  affairs.  A  thing  carried  too  far  is  apt  to 
produce  its  opposite.  The  country  regions  were  depleted  for 
the  benefit  of  the  towns  and  cities,  and  now  the  latter  seem 
to  be  disgorging  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.  It  is  easy  to 
see  how  this  has  come  about.  When  the  financial  depression 
began  in  1920,  and  mills  and  factories  began  to  curtail  opera- 
tion, and  in  many  cases  to  shut  down  for  fairly  long  periods, 
great  numbers  of  operatives  went  back  to  the  soil.  We  know 
there  was  an  exodus  away  from  many  of  the  textile  centres 
in  New  England,  and  this  was  undoubtedly  the  case  at  the 
centres  of  other  industries.  The  high  cost  of  agricultural  labor 
hastened  this  movement  along.  During  the  last  year  manu- 
facturing industries  have  run  below  their  maximum  output, 
and  efforts  have  been  made  all  along  the  line  to  reduce 
wages.  The  laborers  who  have  abandoned  the  city  have  had, 
therefore,  slight  inducement  to  come  back.  A  positive 
advance  in  the  steel  industry  will  undoubtedly  bring  back 
all  that  are  needed,  and  a  discontinuance  of  the  wage  reduc- 
tion effort  in  other  lines  may  have  a  similar  result.  Every- 
thing considered,  however,  it  is  likely  to  be  some  time  before 
the  conditions  existing  two  years  ago  are  regained. 

Meanwhile,  what  we  cannot  help  wondering  is,  will  the 
effect  on  the  general  cost  of  living  be  what  could  be  desired? 
It  is  an  unmistakable  fact  that  in  recent  years  the  cost  of 
living  has  been  burdensome  to  the  people  as  a  whole.  Most 
persons  have  had  to  rob  Peter  to  pay  Paul.  If  they  have  had 


Digitized  by 


Google 


l^he  Irishman's  Sheet  215 

what  they  considered  a  satisfactory  amount  of  one  thing, 
they  have  had  to  get  along  with  an  unsatisfactory  amount 
of  other  things.  The  question  is,  will  the  change  in  the  tide 
noticed  in  the  last  few  weeks  shortly  make  the  nation  as  a 
whole  richer  than  before,  or  put  it  on  the  road  to  greater 
riches?  If  it  does  not,  will  the  recovery  from  the  depression 
of  the  last  two  years  be  expedited  in  any  appreciable 
degree? 

The  Right  to  be  on  the  Earth 

SMITH,  who  belongs  to  a  labor  union,  was  discussing 
the  labor  problem  with  Green,  who  is  non-unionized. 
"Everyone  has  the  right  to  strike,"  he  said.  "True  enough," 
said  Green,  "but  everyone  has  also  the  right  to  work." 
Smith  thought  it  over  a  moment  and  replied,  "Isn't  that 
what  organized  labor  is  saying  all  the  time?" 

"It  may  be  saying  it,"  rejoined  Green,  "but  it  isn't 
what  it  means."  At  this  Smith  got  quite  excited.  "Do  you 
mean  to  tell  me,"  he  exclaimed,  "that  we  don't  know  what 
we  are  talking  about?"  "Not  at  all"  was  the  reply.  "You 
know  precisely  what  you  are  talking  about — you  are  talk- 
ing about  what  you  don't  mean,  and  what  you  know  you 
don 't  mean,  and  what  everyone  else  knows  you  don 't  mean." 

''Well,  then,  I  don 't  follow  you,"  said  Smith.  "That  doesn  't 
speak  very  well  for  your  intelligence,"  rejoined  Green.  "Put 
your  thinking  cap  on  for  a  moment  and  look  at  the  facts — 
they  are  right  in  your  back  yard.  Or,  if  you  don't  want 
the  trouble  of  thinking,  would  you  like  me  to  point  them 
out  to  you?" 

"Go  ahead,"  said  Smith,  "you'll  be  doing  some  work." 

"Tell  me,"  said  Green,  "have  I  as  much  right  on  the  earth 
as  you?"  "Who  said  you  hadn't?"  said  Smith.  "You  have,  a 
number  of  times.  Have  you  ever  heard  it  said  that  actions 
speak  louder  than  words?"  "A  few  times,"  grunted  Smith. 
"Do  you  believe  it?"  "I  suppose  so."  "Well,  then,"  con- 
tinued Green,  "if  your  actions  speak  louder  than  your 
words,  you  don't  believe  that  I  have  as  much  right  on  the 
earth  as  you." 

Smith  looked  confused.  "I  don't  get  you,"  he  blurted 
out.  "You  will,  perhaps,  if  you  guess  again.  But  hold  on, 
I'll  do  the  guessing  for  you;  your  brain  pan  hasn't  enough 
salt  today." 
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"Tell  me  something,"  went  on  Green,  "You  unionized 
fellows  can  work  whenever  you  please,  can't  you — ^pro- 
vided, of  course,  there's  any  work  offering?"  "Sure,"  said 
Smith.  "Now  then,  can  I  work  whenever  I  please,  provided 
a  job  is  offered  me?"  "Sure,"  said  Smith  again.  "But  sup- 
pose you  strike  on  your  job  and  your  employer  offers  me  the 
job — have  I  a  right  to  take  it?"  "Not  on  your  life,"  yelled 
Smith.  "Why  not?"  "Because  it's  my  job."  "Indeed," 
said  Green;  "how  did  you  get  it?  Were  you  bom  with  it  in 
your  mouth  like  a  silver  spoon?  Did  your  father  bequeath 
it  to  you  in  his  will  ?  Did  you  make  it  for  yourself  by  putting 
up  the  cash  to  build  and  run  the  mill?  Tell  me,  now,  how 
you  got  it.  Quit  fooling;  stop  trying  to  throw  sand  in  my 
eyes;  we  are  after  the  facts." 

Smith  hesitated.  "Out  with  it,"  said  Green.  "How  did 
you  get  that  job  of  which  you  claim  exclusive  ownership? 
The  place  where  you  work  is  called  'Brown's  Mill';  who  is 
Brown?"  "Why  he  runs  the  mill,"  replied  Smith.  "Did  you 
give  him  the  job?"  said  Green.  Smith  hesitated  again.  "Of 
course  not,"  he  finally  answered. 

"Tell  me  something  else,"  said  Green;  "how  did  you 
happen  to  go  to  work  for  Brown?  Did  you  just  walk  round 
to  the  mill  and  say,  'I'm  on  your  payroll  from  now  on;  be 
good  enough  to  remember  the  fact?'"  "You  know  I  didn't, 
don't  talk  like  a  fool,"  snarled  Smith. 

"Well,  I'm  stumped,"  murmured  Green.  "You  don't 
mean  to  say  that  Brown  gave  you  the  job?  On  your  own 
confession,  you  were  not  born  with  it,  you  did  not  inherit 
it,  you  did  not  make  it,  and  you  did  not  put  yourself  on  the 
payroll  without  Brown's  permission.  He  must  have  given 
you  the  job."  Smith  could  not  think  of  anything  to  say. 

"Tell  me  one  thing  more,"  said  Green;  "if  he  could  hire 
you,  couldn't  he  fire  you?  And  if  he  fires  you  because  you 
strike,  can't  he  hire  me?"  "Not  if  my  union  can  prevent 
him,"  replied  Smith.  "Exactly,"  said  Green;  "you  will 
picket  the  mill,  and  brickbat  me  if  I  try  to  go  into  it, 
and  possibly  put  a  bomb  in  my  house." 

"So  you  see,"  ended  Green,  "that  by  your  own  grudging 
admission  I  have  not  as  much  right  to  be  on  the  earth  as  you. 
You  can  do  as  you  please,  but  I  can't  do  as  I  please.  In  fact, 
I  must  do  as  you  please.  My  right  to  be  on  t  he  earth  is  con- 
ditional on  that.  Do  you  get  me?" 
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Socrates'  Mother 

SOCRATES'  mother  was  a  midwife.  The  reader  may  say, 
"Why  in  the  world  should  that  interest  me?"  For  two 
reasons.  First  because  she  was  Socrates'  mother,  and  sec- 
ondly, because  he  used  the  name  of  her  profession  to  indicate 
one  of  his  processes  of  reasoning. 

Socrates  taught  by  means  of  conversation  or  dialogues. 
In  his  search  for  truth  he  made  use  of  two  processes.  The 
first  was  the  far-famed  Socratic  irony.  Though  he  was  one 
of  the  wisest  of  men,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  saying  that  he 
knew  only  one  thing — namely,  that  he  knew  nothing.  He 
would  begin  his  dialogues  with  questions  about  very  com- 
monplace things.  Indeed,  he  had  the  appearance  of  a  learner 
rather  than  a  teacher.  The  answer  to  his  first  question  would 
suggest  another  question,  and  this  in  turn  a  third,  and  so  on. 
By  this  process  of  seeming  to  know  nothing,  he  brought  his 
antagonist  to  a  confession  of  ignorance.  Briefly,  by  flattering 
his  victim's  intelligence  at  the  expense  of  his  own,  he  landed 
him  in  the  ditch.  A  good  many  of  our  leaders  of  public 
opinion  could  easily  be  brought  to  grief  if  we  only  had  the 
sense  to  subject  them  to  the  same  treatment. 

When  Socrates  had  completely  divested  his  pupils  of  their 
conceit,  he  proceeded  to  ask  them  a  series  of  questions  to 
bring  to  light  particular  instances  on  which  they  were  in 
entire  agreement.  In  this  way  he  would  arrive  at  an  idea 
"of  the  unalterable  nature  of  the  subject  discussed."  This 
process  he  named  maieutic^  the  Greek  word  for  midwife. 
This  is  not  a  bad  name  for  the  process  involving  the  birth 
of  ideas. 

Socrates  was  rather  more  than  the  Athenians  could  stand. 
It  is  not  agreeable  to  have  the  wind  taken  persistently  out 
of  your  sails.  It  is  rather  maddening,  in  fact,  to  be  all  the 
time  goaded  to  search  for  the  fundamental  causes  of  things. 
Socrates  told  the  Athenians  that  you  must  know  yourself 
before  you  can  know  other  things.  Now  knowing  one's  self 
is  the  last  thing  that  most  of  us  care  about.  It  is  too  much 
work.  Nevertheless,  you  have  got  to  know  your  tool  before 
you  can  use  it. 

In  our  youth  we  heard  a  distinguished  scholar  exclaim 
* 'Celebrate  the  day  that  enriches  you  with  a  new  idea!"  It 
is  worth  a  celebration.  New  ideas  are  few  and  far  between. 
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Those  who  came  before  us  seized  upon  most  of  them.  They 
have  left  us  mere  gleanings.  The  ancients  got  busy  thousands 
of  years  ago  searching  for  ideas.  So  far  as  we  know  they  had 
no  railroad  cars  or  electric  lights  or  moving  pictures,  but 
they  knew  that  you  cannot  make  something  out  of  nothing, 
that  every  effect  must  have  a  cause,  that  in  order  to  live  you 
must  work,  that  knowledge  is  better  than  ignorance,  that 
justice  is  necessary  in  human  relationships,  that  life  is  mere 
chaos  without  discipline,  that  "the  gods  approve  the  depth 
and  not  the  tumult  of  the  soul." 

Mr.  Thomas  F.  Woodlock,  in  his  article  in  this  issue,  seems 
to  think  that  what  the  world  most  needs  today  is  men  big 
enough  to  straighten  out  its  very  tangled  affairs.  The  men 
we  now  have  do  not  seem  to  be  achieving  very  much.  When 
the  Israelites  were  in  sore  distress,  with  no  apparent  way 
out  of  their  troubles,  the  prophet  told  them  that  "their 
strength  was  to  sit  still."  That  would  be  some  help  to  us. 
But,  alas!  no  one  is  disposed  to  sit  still  and  wait  for  an  over- 
ruling Providence  to  do  the  work  for  us.  Everyone  is  tiring 
himself  out  with  talk,  with  proposing  this,  that  and  the  other 
thing,  everyone  calling  everyone  else  either  a  fool  or  a 
knave. 

"Then  the  Lord  answered  Job  out  of  the  whirlwind  and 
said:  "Who  is  this  that  darkeneth  counsel  by  words  without 
knowledge?  Gird  up  now  thy  loins  like  a  man;  for  I  will 
demand  of  thee,  and  answer  thou  me."  Like  a  man!  But 
humanity  is  conducting  itself  today  like  children.  The  world 
is  in  the  midst  of  a  whirlwind,  and  our  statesmen,  our  politi- 
cians, our  labor  leaders  are  darkening  counsel  by  words 
without  knowledge. 

We  are  up  against  the  Almighty  (or  in  other  words,  the 
immutable  forces  of  nature).  "I  will  demand  of  thee,  and 
answer  thou  me."  When  this  was  said  to  Job  he  replied: 
"I  know  that  thou  canst  do  everything  and  that  no  thought 
can  be  withholden  from  thee.  Who  is  he  that  hideth  counsel 
without  knowledge?  therefore  have  I  uttered  that  I  under- 
stood not;  things  too  wonderful  for  me,  which  I  knew  not." 

That  is  not  the  way  we  talk.  Most  of  us  know  it  all.  But 
the  trouble  is  we  do  not  know  it  all  the  same  way.  One  per- 
son knows  it  all  and  so  does  another,  but  the  thing  the  first 
one  knows  has  no  resemblance  to  the  thing  the  second  one 
knows.  How  are  we  going  to  discriminate?  Which  doctor 
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shall  we  follow?  We  suspect  that  the  one  knows  about  as 
much  as  the  other.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  is  there  anything  to 
know?  Personally  we  think  there  is. 

If  there  is  anything  to  know  it  must  be  about  the  only 
thing  worth  having.  If  we  have  anything  else,  life  is  bound 
to  be  more  or  less  chaotic  all  the  time.  If  ideas  are  eternal 
or  pre-established,  as  Plato  would  say,  it  necessarily  follows 
that  the  only  way  to  be  successful  and  happy  is  to  get  in 
touch  with  them  as  soon  as  possible.  The  farther  away  we 
are  from  them,  the  more  of  a  muddle  the  affairs  of  this 
world  are  bound  to  be  in.  If  ideas  are  not  eternal  or  pre- 
established,  it  follows  that  they  are  of  human  origin  and  may 
be  anything  you  care  to  make  them.  If  one  man  makes  them 
one  way  and  another  makes  them  another  way,  the  only 
thing  that  can  be  done  is  to  fight  it  out.  The  Germans  had 
their  idea  of  sitting  in  the  sun,  and  the  other  nations  had 
theirs.  The  ideas  were  too  divergent  for  comfort.  If  no  one 
had  had  any  ideas  about  sitting  in  the  sun,  the  world  would 
be  a  more  comfortable  place  today. 

One  of  the  greatest  of  all  the  poets  exclaimed  some  thou- 
sands of  years  ago:  "Behold,  how  good  a  thing  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity."  Now  was  the  human 
race  made  to  dwell  together  in  unity,  or  was  it  made  for  the 
opposite  purpose?  As  we  do  not  possess  the  all-seeing  eye, 
we  shall  have  to  answer  this  question  inferentially — and  that, 
by  the  way,  is  the  manner  in  which  most  questions  are  an- 
swered in  this  life.  We  know  that  our  honest,  commonplace 
neighbor  seems  to  have  some  sort  of  a  constructive  purpose 
in  what  he  does.  If  he  builds  a  house  he  builds  it  to  remain. 
If  he  rears  a  family,  he  rears  it  with  the  intent  to  protect  the 
members  of  it,  to  live  peaceably  with  them,  to  derive  comfort 
and  enjoyment  from  them.  If  we  see  one  of  our  shrewd 
Yankee  neighbors  inventing  a  machine,  we  are  as  sure  as  we 
can  be  of  anything  that  he  wants  it  to  run  smoothly  and 
accomplish  a  certain  useful  and  enjoyable  purpose.  He  does 
not  want  it  to  blow  up  after  it  has  been  running  a  short  time. 

So  by  analogy  we  may  conclude  that  this  tremendous 
machine  which  we  call  the  universe  was  designed  to  run 
smoothly  and  to  last.  It  does  run  smoothly  except  in  so  far 
as  man  is  allowed  a  hand  in  the  operation.  Man's  part  is  a 
very  small  one.  Whether  the  whole  universe  was  planned 
for  the  purpose  of  furthering  his  welfare,  is  a  question  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


220  Stone  6f  Webster  Journal 

has  long  been  debated.  But  whether  it  was  or  not,  the 
universe  is  here  and  is  so  arranged  that  if  he  uses  it  certain 
ways  he  will  be  fairly  comfortable,  and  if  he  uses  it  other 
ways  he  will  be  unmistakably  miserable.  Man  creates  noth- 
ing. He  simply  takes  what  is  placed  at  his  disposal  and  makes 
some  sort  of  use  of  it.  The  more  he  knows  himself  the  better 
will  be  his  use. 

If  a  man  really  starts  in  to  know  himself,  he  will  in  time 
acquire  certain  bits  of  knowledge  that  are  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  a  well  ordered  life  on  this  planet.  The  first  is  that  he 
is  by  no  means  the  only  pebble  on  the  beach — there  are 
others.  The  second  thing  he  will  discover  is  that  the  others 
have  quite  as  many  rights  as  himself.  The  third  bit  of  knowl- 
edge  is  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  justice.  In  other  words, 
that  the  rights  of  others  have  got  to  be  respected  if  one's 
own  rights  are  to  be  effective.  Almost  everyone  is  prepared 
to  admit  that  he  is  not  the  only  pebble  on  the  beach,  that 
there  are  others,  and  that  the  others  have  quite  as  many 
rights  as  himself.  But  when  we  come  to  the  fourth  thing, 
namely,  that  the  rights  of  others  must  be  respected,  we  fall 
down.  That  has  always  been  the  greatest  stumbling  block 
of  the  human  race. 

There  is,  of  course,  an  easy  explanation  when  we  transgress 
another  person's  right;  we  say  it  is  not  a  right  right.  In  other 
words,  no  person's  rights  must  be  at  variance  with  our  rights, 
— if  they  are,  they  are  wrongs.  Now  this  is  queer.  For  as  we 
have  just  said,  almost  everyone  is  prepared  to  admit  that 
others  have  rights  besides  himself.  That  is  an  intellectual 
process.  As  an  intellectual  theory  it  is  all  right  until  it  con- 
flicts with  some  one  or  another  of  our  emotional  instincts, 
then  the  intellect  gets  busy  again;  it  begins  to  hunt  for  proof 
that  a  thing  cannot  be  intellectually  right  unless  it  accords 
with  our  primitive  emotions. 

Thus  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the  age-long  conflict 
between  mind  and  instinct.  Our  instincts  or  emotions  are 
given  to  us  to  set  us  in  motion.  CXir  minds  are  given  us  to 
keep  us  from  making  fools  of  ourselves — in  other  words,  to 
know  how  to  rate  the  value  of  certain  emotions  and  to  guide 
them  in  their  operation.  The  chief  purpose  of  a  sensible 
person  is  to  regulate  his  emotions.  Indeed,  the  world  has 
been  priding  itself  on  the  fact  that  it  lives  by  mind  rather 
than  instinct.  A  boy  is  prompted  by  instinct  to  coast  down  a 
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steep  hill  in  a  great  city,  but  he  uses  his  mind  in  keeping 
himself  from  destruction.  Well,  the  whole  world  has  been 
coasting  down  hill  pretty  rapidly  of  late,  and  without  the 
necessary  exercise  of  mind. 

It  does  not  require  much  mind  to  commit  suicide.  It  re- 
quires a  great  deal  to  live  comfortably  and  happily.  Ideas 
are  still  the  most  priceless  things  in  the  world,  but  our  ideas 
today  are  quite  like  the  mock  diamonds  and  pearls  with 
which  we  bedeck  ourselves.  If  the  decadence  of  ideas  lasts 
long  enough  it  will  mean  the  bankruptcy  of  civilization. 

It  has  taken  a  great  many  thousands  of  years  to  make 
civilization.  It  was  a  slow,  arduous  process,  and  it  was  all 
the  result  of  proved  experience.  Now  and  then,  here  and 
there,  theoretical  attempts  have  been  made  to  recast  civili- 
zation, but  practically  one  and  all  have  failed,  and  for  the 
simple  reason  that  civilization  is  the  product  of  individual 
lives.  If  every  individual  was  just  and  honorable  and  public- 
spirited,  you  would  not  have  to  theorize  regarding  personal 
relationships  or  public  affairs.  They  would  take  care  of 
themselves.  It  is  just  because  everyone  is  not  just  and  honor- 
able and  public-spirited  that  we  have  to  form  social  and 
political  theories.  Theories  we  must  have.  The  question  is — 
whose? 

This  brings  us  to  the  fifth  thing  a  man  will  discover  if  he 
honestly  starts  out  to  know  himself.  It  is  obedience.  No  one 
can  do  exactly  as  he  pleases.  That  is,  either  with  safety  to 
himself  or  profit  to  his  friends  and  neighbors.  Obedience  is  a 
law  of  life — often,  however,  more  honored  in  the  breach  than 
in  the  observance.  The  first  thing  every  one  of  us  learns 
when  he  becomes  conscious  is  how  to  obey.  It  is  a  process 
that  sensible  people  have  to  keep  up  until  they  die.  Foolish 
or  ignorant  people  have  for  their  good  to  obey  all  day  long. 
The  wisest  that  have  ever  walked  this  earth  have  had  to 
obey  quite  as  much.  They  have  had  to  obey  the  laws  of 
nature,  the  laws  which  their  wise  minds  have  discovered. 

We  are  hedged  in  on  every  side  by  laws  which  we  did  not 
frame,  and  which  we  cannot  disregard  with  safety.  There  is 
not  a  thing  that  we  do,  or  that  we  can  by  any  stretch  of  the 
imagination  conceive  of  doing,  that  has  not  its  correlative 
in  ah  idea.  That  is,  there  is  a  right  way  to  do  it,  if  it  is  pos- 
sible to  do  it  at  all,  and  a  wrong  way,  and  it  makes  all  the 
difference  in  the  world  which  way  we  choose.  But  if  you 
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want  to  do  a  thing  very  much  indeed  it  is  perhaps  not  advis- 
able to  go  into  this  subject  of  the  right  and  wrong  way. 
Where  ignorance  is  bliss  'tis  folly  to  be  wise.  But  alas!  the 
bliss  is  generally  too  short-lived.  When  it  is  over  you  wish 
you  had  been  a  little  more  careful  in  choosing  the  way. 

The  world  will  never  get  back  to  where  it  was  until  there 
is  stricter  obedience  to  ideas.  Not  to  fanciful  ideas,  but  to 
real  ideas.  In  the  forming  of  ideas  the  wish  is  too  frequently 
the  father  to  the  thought.  An  idea  is  not  an  idea  unless  the 
person  who  utters  it  strives  to  conform  as  closely  as  human 
intelligence  will  allow  to  reality.  In  the  discourse  of  the  day 
idealism  and  realism  are  placed  against  each  other  as  two 
opposite  poles.  Idealism,  in  the  philosophic  sense,  is  the 
belief  in  immutable  and  pre-established  ideas.  We  are  born 
with  those  ideas  implicit  in  our  minds.  Socrates*  aim  was  to 
assist  men  in  making  these  implicit  ideas  explicit. 

In  other  words,  he  desired  to  make  people  know  their 
hidden  selves.  The  poet  Wordsworth  says  that  we  come  trail- 
ing clouds  of  glory.  That  is  an  expression  of  the  idealist.  And 
it  is  related  of  the  poet  Shelley  that  he  once  stopped  a  nurse- 
maid and  an  infant  in  order  to  interrogate  the  child,  to  see 
if  it  could  remember  anything  from  the  world  from  which  it 
had  recently  come.  That,  too,  is  an  expression  of  the  idealist. 
Laugh  as  one  will  at  the  idealist  (we  are  using  the  term  in 
the  philosophic  sense)  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  him. 
Certainly  there  must  be  a  pattern  for  everything.  When  we 
evolve  ideas,  so-called,  we  simply  hark  back  in  some  degree 
to  the  eternal  pattern.  If  that  were  not  so  this  would  be  a 
crazy-headed  world.  Everything  would  be  topsy-turvy  and 
life  would  be  unbearable. 

But  today  the  whole  world  is  spending  its  time  darkening 
counsel  by  words  without  knowledge.  We  should  like  to  see 
a  good  many  persons  now  conspicuous  subjected  to  the 
Socratic  irony.  If  we  should  hear  of  one  about  to  undergo  this 
process,  we  should  give  him  some  advice.  It  would  be  this: 
admit  nothing.  The  minute  you  agree  with  your  interlocutor 
on  any  point  regarding  which  no  two  persons  could  possibly 
disagree,  you  are  lost. 

Seriously,  a  tremendous  problem  confronts  us.  CXir  politi- 
cians, our  labor  leaders,  and  a  great  many  excellent  reform- 
ers not  altogether  intimately  associated  with  practical 
affairs,  are  telling  us  that  the  world  is  in  great  need  of  being 
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remade.  We  can  conceive  of  a  much  better  world  than  this, 
and  we  should  be  very  glad  to  see  it  remade  if  the  task  were 
committed  to  competent  hands.  We  once  saw  an  amateur 
take  to  pieces  a  clock  with  the  intent  to  remake  it.  The 
result  was  melancholy.  That  is  what  we  should  fear  in  the 
event  of  remaking  the  world. 

But  suppose  we  have  the  courage  to  go  at  it.  How  shall  it 
be  done?  There  are  four  billion  people  on  the  earth's  surface. 
Obviously  the  number  of  cooks  is  too  many  for  the  broth. 
The  task  will  have  to  be  delegated  to  fewer  hands — very 
much  fewer.  That  creates  a  great  difficulty  at  the  start. 
Who  shall  constitute  the  few?  You  may  say,  "the  wisest  of 
course.'*  But  who  are  the  wisest?  Is  Lenine  wiser  than 
George  Washington  was?  Is  Mr.  Samuel  Gompers  wiser 
than  Benjamin  Franklin? 

Let  us  assume,  however,  that  we  have  reached  an  agree- 
ment as  to  who  shall  constitute  the  commission  to  remake 
the  world.  How  should  the  commission  proceed?  If  it  acts 
in  a  businesslike  fashion  it  should  first  find  out  and  tabulate 
the  things  that  human  beings  cannot  control  and  the  things 
they  can.  There  is  a  vast  multitude  of  things  that  are  un- 
doubtedly beyond  human  control  and  those  things  the  com- 
mission should  leave  severely  alone.  There  are  things  which 
we  can  control — seemingly.  That  is,  if  we  know  how  to 
control  them  aright  they  will  work  permanently  to  our  good; 
if  we  control  them  wrongly  they  will  work  to  our  satisfac- 
tion for  a  time,  with  our  last  state  worse  than  our  first. 

But  let  us  suppose  that  there  is  wit  enough  on  the  earth 
to  regulate  all  these  controllable  things  aright.  As  we  see  men 
of  education  and  experience  differing  widely  on  almost  every 
subject,  we  have  a  right  to  suppose  that  not  everyone  is 
competent  to  take  a  hand  in  regulating  these  controllable 
things  aright.  We  must  bear  in  mind  that  this  old  world 
which  we  now  wish  to  discard  was  made  by  the  wisest  minds 
of  the  past.  Socrates,  Plato  and  Aristotle  are  but  names  to 
most  persons.  Yet  the  teachings  of  these  men  have  for 
thousands  of  years  penetrated  the  whole  life  of  mankind. 
In  the  domain  of  religion,  of  ethics,  of  political  economy, 
and  of  every  one  of  the  sciences  comparable  names  could  be 
mentioned.  The  thought  of  all  these  men  (wiser,  possibly, 
in  their  various  fields  of  thought  and  experience  than  any 
men  we  have  today)  has  by  processes  undetected  by  the 
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average  men  interpenetrated  the  activities  of  mankind  as 
the  centuries  have  progressed. 

Yet  withal,  the  world  is  so  far  from  perfect  that  we  desire 
to  remake  it.  It  is  a  many  sided  world.  It  cannot  be  success- 
fully remade  except  in  a  comprehensive  fashion.  Many  of  our 
politicians,  we  fear,  will  desire  to  remake  it  in  a  way  that  will 
promote  their  individual  political  interests.  We  have  a  simi- 
lar fear  that  our  labor  leaders  will  insist  on  remaking  it  in  a 
way  to  make  the  living  wage  transcend  every  other  consider- 
ation. Doubtless  certain  of  our  industrialists  will  aim  so  to 
regenerate  the  world  as  to  make  bonuses  as  plentiful  as 
blackberries  in  June.  So  there  you  are. 

Personally  we  are  convinced  that  the  task  of  remaking  the 
world  should  be  delayed  until  we  are  unanimously  agreed 
that  no  selfish  or  class  interest  shall  figure  in  the  proceedings. 
We  may  add  parenthetically  that  in  that  event  none  of  us 
will  witness  the  millennium. 

But  let  us  be  optimistic  and  assume  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  eliminate  all  selfishness  and  class  interest.  But 
that  does  not  make  us  feel  altogether  secure.  Even  if  we  all 
promise  to  be  good  and  unselfish,  can  we  all  promise  to  be 
wise?  Can  we  feel  certain  that  our  commission  for  remaking 
the  world  will  be  wise?  If  it  is  wise  and  has  the  power  to  act, 
we  feel  pretty  sure  it  will  disappoint  a  large  portion  of  man- 
kind, possibly  the  majority.  In  the  final  analysis  the  whole 
problem  is  up  to  this  large  portion  of  mankind. 

It  will  be  a  moral  question  with  them.  Will  they  submit 
to  the  dictation  of  the  wise,  or  will  they  refuse  to  submit? 
In  other  words,  will  they  become  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
themselves  to  know  that  obedience  is  a  law  of  life?  Will  they 
say  that  the  world  should  be  governed  by  ideas  and  that  we 
need  the  most  competent  minds  to  evolve  the  ideas. 

To  assist  at  the  birth  of  ideas  is  the  noblest  function  in 
which  a  human  being  can  engage.  The  trouble  is,  so  few  care 
to  undertake  the  task.  We  can  conceive  of  no  more  strenuous 
labor.  An  idea  is  not  a  simple  thing.  It  is  the  most  complex 
thing,  for  no  idea  stands  alone,  each  being  interpenetrated 
and  influenced  by  every  other  one.  For  example:  some 
months  ago  a  labor  leader  said  that  in  his  particular  industry 
labor  should  have  a  living  wage,  even  if  the  industry  made 
no  profit.  Here  we  have  two  concepts,  that  of  the  living  wage 
and  that  of  the  profit.  Taken  by  itself  the  living  wage  seems 
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an  admirable  thing  to  insist  on.  But  when  coupled  with  lack 
of  profit  in  industry  it  is  a  gross  absurdity.  A  living  wage 
implies  a  profit  in  the  industry.  The  two  things  stand  or  fail 
together.  The  wisest  men  know  this,  but  at  the  moment  the 
wisest  men  are  not  dictating  the  policy  of  this  nation  with 
reference  to  the  living  wage. 

"Gird  up  now  thy  loins  like  a  man."  That  is  a  command 
that  every  one  of  us  shovdd  heed.  The  wisest  should  gird  up 
their  loins  and  quit  them  like  men;  they  should  be  bold  in 
uttering  the  truth.  The  average  man  should  gird  up  his  loins 
and  subject  himself  to  the  discipline  of  ideas.  In  other  words, 
the  wise  should  scrap  their  timidity  and  the  ignorant  should 
scrap  their  futile  desires. 
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The  One  Thing  Needful 

By  Thomas  F.  Woodlock 

MORE  than  half  the  passengers  arriving  by  the  Gigantic 
had  already  left  the  dock  and  the  line  at  the  Customs 
desk  had  dwindled  to  a  mere  corporal's  guard.  The  reporter 
of  the  Press  concluded  that  he  would  take  one  last  look 
around  and  then  call  it  a  day.  He  had  a  rather  "mixed  bag." 
It  included  a  New  York  bank  president  who  had  spent  six 
weeks  in  Europe  "studying  conditions  at  first  hand"  and 
had  handed  out  seven  mimeographed  sheets  (single  spaced) 
describing  the  "situation"  in  Great  Britain,  France,  Belgium, 
Holland,  Germany,. Switzerland,  Czechoslovakia,  Italy  and 
points  east.  He  had  two  railroad  presidents  who  had  given 
him  certified  copies  of  bills  for  an  evening's  entertainment 
in  Vienna — including  dinner  for  five,  limousine,  imperial 
box  at  the  opera  and  supper,  totals  converted  into  United 
States  money  and  aggregating  $11.21 — together  with  a  free- 
hand sketch  of  the  "exchange  problem"  in  general.  He  had  a 
theatre  owner  with  several  new  plays  from  Paris  and  an 
account  of  "the  stage  in  Continental  Europe"  which  was 
interesting — even  with  the  "for  instance"  left  out.  He  had  a 
Congressman  (Democratic) — also  on  "first  hand"  work — 
who  crisply  charged  Henry  Cabot  Lodge  with  entire  re- 
sponsibility for  the  state  of  Europe,  and  he  had  an  English 
novelist  who  had  favored  him  with  some  views  on  "Main 
Street"  which,  properly  handled,  would  stir  up  some  lively 
comment.  All  told  it  was  a  fair  day's  sport,  and  he  started 
slowly  down  the  dock,  his  eyes  ranging  both  sides  where  a 
few  passengers  were  yet  sitting  amid  their  baggage  awaiting 
the  final  pieces  from  the  Gigantic' s  hold. 

Under  the  letter  P  he  caught  the  eye  of  a  little  man  of 
some  65  years  sitting  on  a  trunk  with  a  valise  at  his  feet,  his 
attitude  registering  patience  with  a  dash  of  detachment.  It 
seemed  to  the  reporter  that  a  ghost  of  a  smile  crossed  the 
old  man's  face  and  he  smiled  back,  whereupon  the  ghost 
materalized  into  a  genuine  grin.  The  reporter  promptly 
accepted  what  seemed  to  be  an  invitation. 
"What's  matter.  Pop?  Didn't  she  come  to  meet  you?" 
"Not  so,  young  man;  merely  the  usual  trouble.  My  trunk 
is  the  last  out  of  the  hold.  It's  happened  to  me  16  times  out 
of  37.  I've  kept  count  and  this  is  the  third  time  in  series, 
once  this  year  and  twice  last  year." 
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"Thirty-seven  trips?" 

"If  you  don't  think  me  ostentatious  in  mentioning  it." 

"What's  your  line?" 

"Your  interest  flatters  me.  It  consists  of — let  me  see — 
four  children,  two  sisters,  one  sister-in-law,  two  nephews, 
one  former  partner  and — (he  counted  on  his  fingers) — 
eleven  grandchildren." 

"Where?" 

"Daughter  in  London,  daughter  in  Paris,  son  in  Brussels, 
son  in  Prag,  two  sisters  in  Rome,  partner  in  Switzerland, 
sister-in-law  in  Nice,  two  nephews  in  Munich — grand- 
children scattered." 

The  reporter  suffered  visible  seizure  by  an  idea.  "Move  up 
a  little  Pop  and  gimme  a  corner  of  that  trunk.  Tm  a  news- 
paper man — Press.  You  ought  to  know  something  about, 
Europe  by  this  time.  Gimme  the  story — foreign  exchange, 
currency,  bankruptcy,  everything,  and  what's  going  to 
happen,  and  who  you  are  and  what." 

A  quizzical  smile  from  the  old  man. 

"You  may  copy  that  label  by  your  knee  if  you  wish.  But 
it  won't  mean  anything  to  anyone.  And  I'm  out  of  business 
these  35  years.  And  I  don't  know  anything  of  foreign  ex- 
changes or  finance  nowadays.  And  I  don't  know  enough 
about  Europe  to  know  what's  going  to  happen.  I'm  not  a 
banker,  anyhow.  But  I'll  answer  any  question  you  ask — if  I 
know  the  answer,  that  is." 

He  turned  and  submissively  awaited  the  reporter's  plea- 
sure. That  gentleman  scratched  his  chin  meditatively  and 
breathed  hard.  Things  were  not  breaking  as  usual.  Finally — 
"Well — er  things  are  different  over  there  from  what  they 
were,  aren't  they?" 

"They  certainly  are." 

"What's  the  difference  then?  Fundamentals — brass  tacks 
— bed-rock — none  of  this  hotel-bill  stuflF,  but  the  real  thing. 
What  is  it?" 

"Ah!"  said  the  old  man  and  the  smile  vanished.  "You 
know  how  to  ask  hard  questions.  I  congratulate  you.  It  is 
half  the  battle  to  put  the  right  question  and  the  right  ques- 
tion is  usually  hard  to  answtr.The  real  difference  between  now 
and  before  the  war — Rem  acu  tetigisti — beg  your  pardon !" 

"It's  all  right,"  hastily  answered  the  reporter,  "I  know  a 
little  French." 
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**0f  course.  I  withdraw  the  apology.  It  occurs  to  me  that 
you  can  assist  me  to  answer  your  own  question.  I  propose  an 
experiment  in  maieutics.'' 

**I  pass!  You  make  it,  partner." 

**Well,  let  us  see!  We  are  right,  are  we  not,  when  we  say 
that,  before  the  war,  the  world  got  its  living  by  the  use  of 
labor  and  machinery  upon  the  earth  and  its  products?" 

"Sure!" 

"Clearly,  it  is  the  same  earth  now  as  before  the  war,  is  it 
not?" 

"You  said  it." 

"We  must,  however,  admit  that  many  men  were  killed 
or  disabled,  must  we  not?" 

"I'll  say  so!" 

"Yet,  is  it  not  true  that  many  men  are  in  fact  idle  today?" 

"You  bet!" 

"It  is  also  true,  is  it  not,  that  there  is  almost  as  much 
machinery  available  today  for  productive  and  distributive 
use  as  there  was  before  the  war — except  in  a  few  places,  as, 
for  instance,  Russia?" 

"ril  admit  it  if  you  say  so." 

"You  are  safe  in  so  doing.  And  yet,  we  observe  do  we 
not,  that,  in  general,  European  countries  are  producing  less 
and  exchanging,  less  with  each  other  than  before  the  war?" 

"Right  you  are!" 

"Do  we  not  rightly  conclude,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  a 
lack  of  men  nor  a  lack  of  machinery  which  is  the  cause  of 
the  present  state  of  things?" 

"We  do!" 

"Must  we  not  then  look  for  the  cause  in  the  wills  of  men 
themselves?" 

"We  must!" 

"Npw  the  will  of  man  is  motived  by  desire,  is  it  not?" 

"If  you  say  so!" 

"And  desire  is  inflamed  by  hope  and  chilled  by  fear  so 
that  in  the  one  case  the  will  is  strongly  moved  to  action  and 
in  the  other  case  it  is  restrained." 

**Listen!"  said  the  reporter  earnestly,  "I'm  going  down 
for  the  third  time.  Reach  me  a  hand!  Name  some  names! 
Draw  me  a  picture — or  something!" 

"You  are  too  modest,  oh  boy  of  Meno! — no  offense  meant, 
young  man — but  we  were  really  getting  on  famously,  it 
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seemed  to  me.  I  could  have  demonstrated  to  you  that  you 
know  as  much  about  Europe  as  I  do.  However,  as  you  prefer 
that  we  should  come  to  the  concrete — so  be  it.  You  ask  me 
about  currency  depreciation  and  foreign  exchange.  From 
my  observation  among  members  of  my  own  family,  I  gather 
just  two  things  on  the  subject.  One  is  that  this  bank-note 
printing  has  wiped  out  the  middle-class  of  Europe,  and  I 
can  prove  it  out  of  my  own  check  book.  In  Germany  it  has 
simply  meant  a  cancellation  of  all  debts.  Remember  that 
the  middle-class  is  essentially  a  creditor  class,  which  invests 
in  obligations,  while  the  millionaire  class  is  essentially  a 
debtor  class.  Big  business  men  are  usually  in  debt  for  prop- 
erty. They  make  profits  by  borrowing  the  savings  of  the 
middle-class.  Germany  no  longer  has  a  middle-class  and  no 
longer  has  any  "savings.'*  Neither  has  Austria.  Neither  has 
Poland.  Neither  has  Hungary.  In  Italy  the  middle-class  is 
terribly  impoverished.  Not  so  much  in  France  and  Belgium, 
but  a  good  deal.  Less  in  England,  but  still  enough  to  hurt 
very  badly.  You  and  I  are  middle-class  people.  Our  kind  are 
wiped  out  in  Europe.  That's  what  'currency  depreciation' 
has  done  to  my  people."  The  old  man  paused. /* Yes. ^"  said 
the  reporter  whose  pencil  had  been  busy.  "Don't  stop. 
What's  the  other  thing?" 

"Wait  a  minute,"  said  the  old  man,  "I'm  not  done  with 
the  middle-class.  Our  whole  civilization  has  been  a  middle- 
class  civilization.  Middle-class  savings  have  built  our  rail- 
roads, our  ships  and  our  factories,  and  have  financed  our 
governments  in  peace  and  war.  How  much  is  the  mark  worth 
today?" 

"About  sixteen  hundred  to  the  dollar." 

"My  nephew  in  Munich  says  the  savings  banks  in  Ger- 
many have  about  fifty  billion  marks  of  deposits.  They  are 
worth,  therefore — say  $30,000,000  in  the  United  States — 
less  than  fifty  cents  per  capita.  They  will  never  be  worth 
much  more  and  may  be  worth  less.  Besides  this  the  com- 
mercial banks  have  deposits  of  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  billion  marks,  worth  $75,000,000  in  the  United 
States,  say  one  dollar  per  capita  besides,  and  they  won't 
ever  be  worth  much  more,  and  may  be  worth  less.  The 
internal  German  Government  funded  debt  is  about  a  hun- 
dred billion  marks — say  $60,000,000  United  States — the 
floating  debt  about  twice  as  much  more — say  $120,000,000; 
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total  say  $180,000,000,  or  less  than  three  dollars  per  capita. 
It  will  never  be  worth  much  more  and  may  be  worth  less. 
What  I'm  trying  to  show  you  is  what  has  happened  to  the 
middle-class.  And  what  I  want  you  to  tell  me  is  how  Europe 
is  to  come  back  with  its  middle-class  partly  ruined  every- 
where and  completely  ruined  in  Germany." 

"Foreign  exchange — ?"  suggested  the  reporter. 

"Bankers'  prattle!"  said  the  old  man,  whose  tone  of 
banter  had  given  place  to  a  crisp  staccato  utterance.  "What 
difference  does  it  make  where  the  decimal  point  is,  provided 
that  it  stays  there?  That  will  settle  itself  when  the  more 
important  things  are  settled." 

"Meaning—.?" 

"Men — ^just  men.  That's  all,  merely  men.  There  aren't 
any  men  big  enough  for  the  job.  You  asked  me  what  the 
real  difference  was  between  now  and  before  the  war  and  I'll 
tell  you  what  it  is — what  I  think  it  is.  Before  the  war,  we 
had  a  machine  going  which  made  a  living  for  the  world. 
That  machine  had  grown  up  on  our  hands  in  about  a  man's 
lifetime — say  75  years.  Everyone  had  a  place  in  it — of  sorts. 
Everyone  co-operated  after  a  fashion,  most  of  us  blindly, 
unconsciously,  unwillingly,  but  we  co-operated.  We  did  as 
we  were  told  more  or  less,  and  we  followed  the  men  who  told 
us,  and  then  the  machine  ran  away  with  us  because  there 
weren't  enough  men  who  were  big  enough  to  manage  it.  The 
war  was  the  result.  The  war  lasted  four  years  because  there 
weren't  men  big  enough  to  stop  it,  and  it  just  burned  itself 
out  and  burned  the  world  out  with  it.  For  four  years  we  have 
been  trying  to  make  a  peace  and  we  haven't  been  able  to 
make  it  because  there  aren't  men  bigenough  to  make  it.  We've 
been  trying  to  make  ideas  do  the  work  of  men.  The  world  is  safe 
enough  for  democracy  today,  but  it  isn't  much  of  a  place  for 
anything  else.  Ideas  won't  get  it  going  again,  and  I  don't  yet 
see  the  men  anywhere  who  can  do  it.  And  the  world  isn't 
getting  today  the  living  it  got  before  the  war,  and  it  won't 
get  it  until  the  men  show  up  and  we  fall  in  behind  them. 
Life  is  a  hard  thing  in  Europe  today  for  those  who  knew  it 
before  the  war — a  hard  thing,  and  I'm  afraid  it  will  be  harder 
before  it's  easier.  Too  many  ideas,  too  few  men — and  one 
other  thing." 

"Yes?" 

A  porter  dumped  a  trunk  at  their  feet. 
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"Ah!  the  missing  trunk.  One  hour  and  16  minutes  after 
the  other.  Young  man,  you  will  excuse  me  I  hope.  I  have 
much  enjoyed  your  company."  He  rose  to  go  for  a  Customs 
man. 

"Hold  on  a  moment,  Pop!"  said  the  reporter.  "What's 
the  other  thing.?" 

"I  fear  I  shall  disappoint  you  somewhat.  But  as  you  insist 
— in  my  youth  we  called  it  original  sin." 
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Grand  Canyon  Pictures 

THE  following  pictures  (and  frontispiece)  are  from 
photographs  taken  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Webster,  at  the  Grand 
Canyon  on  his  way  back  from  China  and  Japan.  Mr.  Webster 
was  two  days  at  the  Canyon  and  made  the  trip  to  the 
bottom,  where  the  thermometer  registered  no  degrees. 
Mr.  Webster's  experience  was  not  unlike  that  of  other 
tourists,  and  calls  for  no  special  reference.  The  pictures 
which  he  took,  however,  may  perhaps  be  of  great  interest. 

No  words  and  no  pictures  can,  however,  afford  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  Grand  Canyon.  It  transcends  the  imagina- 
tion. From  what  one  reads  about  other  places,  one  is  quite 
safe  instamping  it  as  absolutely  unique;  there  is  nothing  on 
the  earth's  surface  that  can  be  classed  with  it.  About  a 
generation  ago  someone  told  a  story  about  the  Canyon, 
from  which  one  can  gather  an  idea  of  its  stupendous  char- 
acter. It  was  something  like  this. 

At  that  time,  when  the  Canyon  was  very  much  harder  to 
get  at  than  it  is  now,  a  party  of  tourists  of  several  nationali- 
ties approached  the  marvelous  abyss.  The  first  on  whom  the 
scene  burst  was  the  Chinese  cook.  He  came  to  a  standstill, 
his  legs  went  apart,  his  arms  were  glued  to  his  sides,  his  eyes 
stuck  out  from  his  head — he  stood  transfixed,  incapable  of 
even  an  ejaculation.  Then  came  a  stolid  Britisher.  He  gave 
one  look  and  burst  into  tears.  Following  him  came  a  French- 
man, who  became  emotionally  ejaculatory.  Last  of  all 
appeared*  a  Yankee — he  halted  and  exclaimed,  "Well, 
ril  be  damned!"  They  all  meant  the  same  thing. 

Nowhere  can  there  be  found  such  a  harmonious  view  of 
majesty  and  loveliness.  The  serenity  overpowers  you;  here 
the  creative  mind  employed  its  most  titantic  forces,  but  the 
eflfect  upon  the  spectator  is  one  of  divine  tranquillity.  Mile 
after  mile  to  right  and  left  extend  those  sublime  cliffs,  in 
configuration  the  most  picturesque,  the  most  romantic  and 
the  most  poetic.  The  ever-changing  shadows  that  lie  upon 
them  are  indescribable.  Every  passing  cloud  imparts  an 
intoxicating  witchery  of  color. 

The  Canyon  is  about  a  mile  deep.  The  descent  is  made  on 
mules  and  is  really  an  arduous  feat.  It  is  much  more  advis- 
ably undertaken,  particularly  in  the  case  of  women,  after 
one  has  had  a  day  or  two  to  get  accustomed  to  the  rarefied 
air  and  the  intense  heat. 
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One  can  ride  mile  after  mile  along  the  brink  and  see  sights 
that  can  never  be  forgotten.  In  places  there  will  be  a  sheer 
drop  of  2,000  feet.  At  this  depth  the  eye  finds  a  resting  place, 
only  to  be  fascinated  by  profounder  views.  At  certain  points 
you  behold  the  bottom  and  catch  glimpses  of  the  Colorado. 
So  marvelous  is  the  atmosphere  that  the  appalling  tumultu- 
ousness  of  the  river  may,  at  an  elevation  of  a  mile,  be  plainly 
discerned.  You  note  the  muddy  water  and  also  the  white  caps. 

The  history  of  the  Grand  Canyon  is  an  interesting  study. 
It  is  still  a  debatable  point  whether  the  gigantic  chasm  is  the 
result  of  erosion  or  of  more  catastrophic  influences.  The 
Spanish  explorers  got  a  view  of  the  Canyon  as  far  back  as 
1540,  but  were  utterly  unable  to  get  down  into  it.  It  was  not 
until  1869  that  anyone  succeeded  in  exploring  it.  On  May 
24,  of  that  year,  Major  Powell,  of  the  United  States  Army, 
started  with  nine  men  and  four  boats  from  Green  River  City 
on  the  Green  River  in  Utah,  and  after  unutterable  hardships, 
landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Virgin  River  in  Nevada,  on 
August  30,  1,000  miles  from  the  starting  point.  The  Canyon 
is  over  200  miles  long,  from  9  to  13  miles  wide  and  6,600 
feet  deep. 
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The  Boiler  House  of  The  American  Sugar 
Refining  Company  at  Baltimore,  Md.* 

By  E.  B.  Powell 

THE  boiler  house  has  only  in  recent  years  been  accorded 
even  moderate  appreciation  and,  although  today  it  is 
being  heard  of  quite  as  widely  as  any  other  department  of 
the  steam  power  plant,  its  importance  may  still  be  empha- 
sized to  advantage. 

To  an  industry  such  as  the  refining  of  sugar,  the  proper 
functioning  of  the  boiler  house  is  altogether  vital.  Almost 
every  phase  of  every  process  in  the  refinery  is  directly  de- 
pendent upon  the  application  of  steam  as  a  heating  or  drying 
agent.  For  this  reason  also,  the  cost  of  steam  is  an  important 
factor  in  the  manufacturing  costs  of  the  refinery. 

In  the  design  of  the  boiler  house  for  The  American  Sugar 
Refining  Company  at  Baltimore,  the  eflFort  has  been  made 
to  combine  a  high  degree  of  dependability,  efficiency  and 
simplicity  in  operation,  and  agreeable  conditions  of  work 
in  a  type  of  construction  readily  adaptable  to  the  economic 
requirements  of  any  permanent  or  long-term  condition  of 
fuel  market,  such  as  might  call  for  the  installation  of  econo- 
mizers in  any  form,  or  the  substitution  of  any  other  class  of 
fuel  than  that  initially  selected. 

The  steam  requirements  estimated  for  the  present  devel- 
oped capacity  of  the  refinery  were  about  7,300  boiler  horse- 
power average,  and  8,800  boiler  horsepower  maximum 
demand.  It  was  also  considered  that  further  developments 
might  possibly  increase  the  steam  demands  by  about  50 
per  cent.  The  general  suspension  of  refinery  operations  over 
Sunday  would  allow  opportunity  for  any  minor  repairs  that 
might  be  required  in  the  steam  generating  equipment,  so 
obviating  the  necessity  for  much  duplication  in  reserve,  and 
permitting  the  economic  adoption  of  moderately  large  units 
even  for  the  initial  development.  On  these  bases  6,000  rated 
boiler  horsepower  in  1,200  horsepower  units  was  decided 
upon  as  the  most  suitable  capacity  to  be  installed  for  present 
requirements  and  9,600  rated  horsepower  as  the  probable 
ultimate  growth  of  the  boiler  house. 

*Paper  presented  at  the  joint  meeting  of  the  Baltimore  Engineers  Club  and  of 
the  Baltimore  Sections  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  an  d 
American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  May  24,  1922. 
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Before  definitely  determining  upon  the  fuel  to  be  adopted 
for  the  initial  development,  the  Consulting  Board  of  the 
refinery  made  careful  survey  of  the  possibilities  of  all  fuels 
considered  commercially  available.  This  study  led  to  the 
selection  of  a  grade  of  small  sized  anthracite,  popularly 
known  as  "creek  coal,"  as  most  satisfactorily  and  economi- 
cally meeting  the  requirements.  This  coal  is  not  only  low  in 
price  and,  for  practical  purposes,  entirely  free  from  deterio- 
ration in  storage  but  possesses  as  a  fuel  for  the  refinery 
boiler  house  the  additional  and  important  advantages  of 
cleanliness — the  refinery  is  turning  out  an  essential  food 
product  of  the  highest  quality — and  of  permitting  the  adop- 
tion of  a  single  fuel  for  the  entire  plant — anthracite  is  re- 
quired in  the  refinery  processes  for  firing  the  bone  charcoal 
regenerating  kilns.  While  the  major  equipment  of  the  boiler 
house  was  designed  for  ready  adaption  to  any  type  of  fuel, 
the  special  requirements  of  this  grade  of  anthracite  were,  of 
course,  given  first  consideration. 

Figure  I  shows  the  refinery  boiler  house  and  outdoor  coal 
plant  as  viewed  from  the  Patapsco  River;  Figure  II,  a  repre- 
sentative cross  section  of  the  boiler  house.  The  building  is 
of  structural  steel  frame  with  brick  walls  and  reinforced 
concrete  flooring,  the  basement  being  at  the  grade  of  the  lot 
and  the  main  operating  floor  about  28  feet  above.  Dimen- 
sions of  the  present  structure  are  1 1 1  feet  5  inches  wide  by 
132  feet  \o^^  inches  in  length  with  a  height  of  about  125  feet 
from  the  ground  level  to  the  top  of  the  coal  bunker  housing. 
The  ultimate  design  calls  for  a  building  length  of  about  170 
feet  5  inches.  The  building  footings  rest  on  a  continuous 
concrete  mat  foundation  supported  on  wood  piling  closely 
spaced. 

The  main  operating  floor  is  practically  clear  of  all  equip- 
ment, except  the  boilers  and  stokers  themselves.  Liberal  aisle 
space  is  provided  to  give  convenient  access  at  all  points. 
Also,  to  minimize  attendance,  practically  all  the  auxiliaries 
of  the  station  are  grouped  together  on  the  mezzanine  and 
basement  floors  under  the  west  line  of  boilers.  The  space 
under  the  east  line  of  boilers  is  utilized  for  oflices,  toilet  and 
locker  rooms,  laboratory,  tool  and  storeroom,  raw  sugar 
electric  truck  charging  station,  and  repair  shop. 

The  boiler  house  stacks  are  of  reinforced  concrete,  200  feet 
high  above  the  roof,  15  feet  internal  diameter,  supported  on 
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the  building  frame  at  the  roof  level.  The  coal  bunker  is  of 
reinforced  concrete,  of  the  longitudinal  type,  set  above  the 
firing  aisle  and  having  a  capacity  of  about  1,200  tons,  or  three 
or  four  days'  estimated  normal  requirement.  To  provide  for 
ample  daylight  illumination,  the  bunker  is  raised  somewhat 
higher  than  is  usual  and  continuous  skylights  are  set  at  either 
side,  which  admit  a  full  flood  of  light  into  the  boiler  aisles. 

The  main  coal  storage  is  provided  out  of  doors  in  the  lot 
space  bordering  on  the  waterfront  and  to  the  east  of  the 
boiler  house.  Coal  is  normally  delivered  by  rail  to  the  B.  &  O. 
Railroad  pier  head  where  it  is  discharged  on  to  refinery 
owned  barges  of  about  700  to  800  tons  capacity.  Boat 
shipments  of  coal  could,  of  course,  be  received  with  almost 
equal  facility;  the  depth  of  water  at  the  coal  receiving  pier 
is  about  14  feet.  The  loaded  barges  are  warped  alongside 
the  refinery  coal  wharf  with  the  aid  of  electrically  driven 
winches  and  are  there  unloaded,  either  directly  to  the  station 
or  to  the  yard  storage,  by  means  of  an  electrically  operated 
movable  tower  of  the  through-boom  type  carrying  a  two- 
yard  bucket  of  150  tons  hourly  capacity.  The  movable  tower 
has  a  storage  and  reclaiming  capacity  of  about  9,000  tons 
immediately  beneath  the  boom;  the  remainder  of  the  25,000 
ton  outdoor  storage  capacity,  or  space  for  about  16,000  tons, 
is  served  by  locomotive  crane. 

Coal  intended  for  the  station  bunker  is  delivered  by  the 
movable  tower  on  to  a  30  inch  trunk  line  belt  conveyor  which 
in  turn  delivers  to  the  double  chain  fixed  bucket  type  elevat- 
ing conveyor  at  the  north  end  of  the  boiler  house.  From  the 
latter  conveyor,  coal  is  distributed  to  the  different  sections 
of  the  bunker  by  means  of  a  24  inch  belt  conveyor  and  auto- 
matic tripper.  From  the  bunker,  coal  is  delivered  to  the 
stoker  hoppers  by  an  electrically  operated  automatic  weigh- 
ing larry.  A  separate  pocket  is  provided  in  the  boiler  house 
bunker  for  coal  intended  for  use  in  the  filter  house  kilns;  this 
coal  is  conveyed  to  the  filter  house  by  special  overhead  belt 
conveyor  and  weighed  on  automatic  weightometer  en  route. 

Steam  leaves  the  boiler  house  and  condensate,  hot  and 
cold  water,  and  compressed  air  from  the  refinery  reach  the 
boiler  house  over  a  bridge  near  the  northwest  corner  and  at 
a  level  slightly  above  that  of  the  mezzanine.  The  main  steam 
header  within  the  boiler  house  is  in  the  form  of  a  loop  with 
one  side  carried  above  the  east  line  of  boilers,  the  other  side 
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accessibly  located  at  the  rear  of  the  west  line  of  boilers  about 
three  feet  above  the  operating  floor.  At  the  point  of  take-off 
for  the  two  lines  which  lead  respectively  to  the  engine  house 
and  to  the  refinery,  provision  is  made  for  opening  the  loop 
and  feeding  these  two  lines  separately,  with  a  regulating 
valve  between  set  to  maintain  the  desired  pressure  in  the 
engine  room  main.  In  normal  operation,  one  of  the  division 
valves  in  the  boiler  house  loop  will  be  closed  to  segregate 
to  the  engine  room  main  the  boiler  capacity  required  to  carry 
the  power  load,  the  balance  of  the  boiler  capacity  on  the  line 
feeding  through  the  other  side  of  the  loop  to  the  direct 
refinery  main  in  which  any  pressure  above  no  pounds  will 
meet  all  requirements.  With  this  arrangement,  sudden 
demands  in  the  refinery  can  produce  only  negligible  drop  in 
pressure  at  the  engine  house  and  such  loss  of  pressure  as  may 
occur  in  the  refinery  main  may  readily  be  regained  before 
there  is  any  interference  with  manufacturing  processes. 

The  boilers  are  in  1,206  horsepower  units,  Stirling  type, 
with  26  per  cent  integral  economizer  surface  and  are  encased 
in  settings  which,  except  for  the  rear  wall  back  of  the  integral 
economizers,  are  of  solid  fire  brick.  There  are  no  super- 
heaters. The  boilers  are  designed  for  250  pounds  pressure  and 
will  normally  operate  at  about  210  pounds.  They  are 
equipped  with  18  element  mechanical  soot  blowers;  also, 
with  automatic  feed  water  regulators.  To  avoid  risk  of  corro- 
sion, the  interior  surfaces  of  all  boiler  drums  and  of  econ- 
omizer sections  complete,  both  tubes  and  drums,  are  treated 
with  a  special  carbon  coating.  This  coating  has  been  applied 
as  a  measure  of  extra  precaution,  as  under  normal  conditions 
all  air  and  other  gases  will  have  been  removed  from  the 
boiler  feed  and  there  should  be  no  tendency  to  corrosion  in 
any  form. 

Flues  and  uptakes  are  of  steel  plate  with  two  inch  inside 
insulation.  Provision  is  made  in  the  space  above  and  at  the 
rear  of  the  boilers,  including  the  space  now  occupied  by  up- 
takes, for  the  installation  of  additional  economizer  surface 
or  of  air  heaters,  should  either  prove  desirable  in  future,  and 
for  cinder  catchers,  should  the  need  for  such  apparatus 
appear. 

The  stokers  are  of  the  traveling  grate  type,  two  per  boiler, 
with  an  eflFective  surface  for  each  stoker  9  feet  8f^  inches  in 
width  by  16  feet  4  inches  in  length,  giving  an  area  of  about 
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317.5  square  feet  per  boiler,  or  a  ratio  of  grate  surface  to 
heating  surface  of  1:38.  Each  stoker  is  driven  by  a  2>^-3 
horsepower  direct  current  motor  with  hand  operated  drum 
controller. 

Ash  hoppers  are  of  reinforced  concrete,  brick  lined,  pro- 
viding capacity  sufficient  for  about  16  hours'  requirements 
and  so  set  as  to  give  ample  clearance  for  the  standard  railway 
car  of  full  gondola  size  beneath.  Ash  gates  which  form  the 
bottoms  of  the  hoppers  are  operated  by  air  cylinders  and 
designed  to  discharge  directly  into  the  railway  cars. 

All  auxiliaries,  except  one  feed  pump  for  emergency  and 
starting  purposes,  are  electrically  driven.  Direct  current 
motors  are  used  throughout  and  give  a  maximum  of  flexi- 
bility in  speed  control.  There  are  four  feed  pumps  installed; 
all  of  centrifugal  type,  two  motor  driven  of  750  g.  p.  m. 
capacity,  one  motor  driven  and  one  turbine  driven  of  350 
g.  p.  m.  capacity.  All  feed  pumps  are  grouped  together  in 
the  west  basement.  Forced  draft  is  supplied  by  three  tur- 
bo-vane type  fans  of  90,000  c.  f.  m.  capacity  at  5>^  inches 
pressure  driven  by  125  horsepower  motors  under  automatic 
control  from  the  steam  line  pressure.  These  fan  sets  are 
located  on  the  basement  floor  under  the  west  line  of  boilers 
and  draw  the  bulk  of  their  air  supply  from  the  ash  alleys. 
Adjustable  louvres  opening  into  the  fan  bays  from  the  west 
mezzanine  are,  however,  provided  for  ventilation. 

For  cleaning  purposes  and  for  operation  of  ash  gates, 
damper  regulators,  and  other  devices  a  200  c.  f.  m.  motor 
driven  air  compressor  is  provided  which  is  located  with  other 
auxiliaries  in  the  west  basement.  Reserve  air  supply  is  had 
by  pipe  connection  with  the  compressor  plant  of  the  refinery. 

Feed  Water  System 

As  practically  all  steam  leaving  the  boiler  house,  including 
that  used  for  power  purposes,  is  condensed  in  closed  coils  in 
the  refinery  and  so  normally  available  for  boiler  feed,  the 
feed  water  make-up  requirements  estimated  are  but  slightly 
greater  in  percentage  than  those  of  the  modern  condensing 
type  electric  generating  station.  To  meet  the  accidental  con- 
dition of  evaporator  coil  leakage,  or  other  cause  of  contami- 
nation or  loss  of  condensate,  however,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  make  provision  in  the  feed  water  equipment  for  the  emer- 
gency use  of  raw  water  exclusively. 
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Under  normal  conditions,  condensate  will  be  returned 
from  the  refinery  at  a  temperature  of  between  180  and  220 
degrees  F.;  the  raw  make-up  water  will  normally  reach  the 
boiler  house  at  city  main  temperature,  about  50  to  70  degrees 
F.  The  condensate  returned  to  the  boiler  house  is  first  passed 
through  standard  toweling  type  filters  to  remove  any  sus- 
pended impurities;  from  the  filters  it  discharges  into  a 
12,000  gallon  receiving  tank  which  is  located  on  the  west 
mezzanine.  The  normal  make-up,  direct  from  the  city  mains, 
is  delivered  first  to  a  deaerator  of  24,000  pounds  per  hour 
capacity,  located  above  the  receiving  tank  and  on  the  west 
wall  of  the  boiler  house.  In  this  apparatus  practically  all 
dissolved  oxygen  and  other  gases  are  removed.  The  deaerated 
water,  so  called,  is  delivered  direct  to  the  receiving  tank 
under  float  control  at  about  190  degrees  F.  A  15,000  gallon 
storage  tank  equipped  with  float  seal  to  prevent  air  contami- 
nation is  set  in  the  northwest  tower  of  the  boiler  house  to 
provide  a  reserve  supply  of  deaerated  water  for  boiler  filling 
purposes  and  to  meet  all  except  the  most  unusual  or  emer- 
gency demands.  At  times  of  low  make-up  requirement,  this 
storage  tank  will  be  filled.  Its  contents  at  all  times  is  indi- 
cated by  pneumercator  gage  conveniently  located  on  the 
wall  of  the  west  mezzanine.  The  supply  from  this  reserve 
storage  is  fed  into  the  receiving  tank  automatically,  as 
required,  through  a  float  operated  valve.  Two  emergency 
supplies  are  provided,  one  from  the  hot  water  system  of  the 
refinery,  the  other  direct  from  the  city  mains,  both  under 
float  control,  the  latter  at  the  lower  level.  The  emergency 
supply  direct  from  the  city  mains  is  delivered  to  the  receiving 
tank  through  a  closed  type  high  pressure  heater.  The  open- 
ing of  the  float  controlled  valve  on  this  line  causes  the  simul- 
taneous opening  of  a  motor  operated  valve  admitting  steam 
to  the  emergency  heater,  after  which,  regulation  of  tempera- 
ture is  under  thermostat  control.  When  the  float  operated 
valve  closes  off  the  emergency  supply  to  the  receiving  tank 
it  at  the  same  time  causes  the  motor  operated  valve  to  cut 
oflF  steam  to  the  emergency  heater. 

The  several  float  controlled  valves  are  set  to  operate  in 
the  order  named.  The  condensate  returned  from  the  refinery 
will,  of  course,  furnish  the  normal  main  supply,  to  be  utilized 
to  the  fullest  possible  extent,  and  the  float  control  on  the 
direct  feed  from  the  deaerator  will  be  set  to  supply  all  normal 
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make-up.  Demands  in  excess  of  these  normal  requirements 
will  ordinarily  be  met  by  the  deaerated  reserve  supply  in  the 
15,000  gallon  overhead  tank.  The  float  valve  controlling  this 
supply  is  set  to  operate  when  the  water  level  in  the  receiving 
tank  falls  below  the  range  of  the  deaerated  make-up  valve. 
Under  emergency  conditions,  when  on  account  of  extensive 
contamination  or  for  other  causes  it  is  necessary  to  divert  a 
large  percentage  of  the  refinery  condensate  from  the  boiler 
house,  the  additional  make-up  requirement  may  be  supplied 
direct  from  the  hot  water  system  of  the  refinery  or,  if  this  is 
not  desired,  from  the  city  mains  and  whenever  such  condi- 
tions occur,  so  that  the  abnormal  make-up  requirements 
materially  exceed  the  reserve  supply  of  deaerated  water,  this 
latter  supply  is  cut  oflF  automatically,  to  be  retained  for  fu- 
ture use  after  normal  conditions  may  have  been  resumed. 

As  referred  to  above,  the  bulk  of  the  condensate  and 
make-up  water  will  normally  reach  the  receiving  tank  at  a 
temperature  between  180  and  220  degrees  F.  Condensate 
from  the  high  pressure  mains  in  the  boiler  house  is  taken  care 
of  by  a  Holly  system  which,  of  course,  returns  this  conden- 
sate direct  to  the  boilers.  Condensate  from  the  low  pressure, 
or  exhaust  mains  in  the  boiler  house  is  collected  in  traps 
which  discharge  directly  into  the  return  tank  in  the  engine 
house  and  are  returned  to  the  receiving  tank  with  other 
condensate  through  the  oil  filters.  To  guard  against  possi- 
bility of  reabsorption  of  air  and  the  possible  resulting  corro- 
sion of  integral  economizers,  it  has  been  considered  advisable 
to  maintain  the  temperature  of  water  fed  to  the  boilers 
practically  at  the  boiling  point  at  all  times.  For  this  purpose 
the  receiving  tank  has  been  equipped  with  removable  type 
heating  coils  which  are  supplied  with  low  pressure  steam  and 
designed  to  maintain  practically  boiling  temperature  for  the 
water  in  this  tank.  Steam  supplied  to  the  receiving  tank 
heating  coils  is  under  thermostatic  control. 

Instruments 

The  more  important  instruments  employed  in  gaging  the 
boiler  and  furnace  performance — two  electric  tachometers 
to  indicate  the  grate  speed  of  each  stoker  and  a  boiler  meter 
recording  steam  output,  rate  of  air  flow,  and  flue  tempera- 
ture— are  mounted  on  a  small  slate  panel  at  one  side  and 
immediately  in  front  of  the  several  boiler  units.  For  guidance 
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in  adjustment  of  drafts,  multi-reading  draft  gages  are 
mounted,  one  at  each  side  of  the  boiler  in  convenient  view 
of  the  stoker  blast  box  damper  levers  and  a  third  gage  at  the 
rear  of  the  boilers  beside  the  exit  damper  control. 

Illuminated  master  gages,  mounted  at  either  side  of  the 
main  operating  aisle  and  about  midway  of  the  ultimate 
length  of  this  aisle,  indicate,  on  the  one  hand,  the  pressures 
carried  in  the  two  distributing  mains  leading  from  the  boiler 
house  to  the  engine  house  and  direct  to  the  refinery,  respec- 
tively, and,  on  the  other,  the  rates  of  steam  flow  in  these  two 
mains.  The  steam  flow  through  these  mains  is  also  recorded 
by  meters  which  are  mounted  on  a  small  slate  panel  beneath 
the  corresponding  master  gages  and  of  general  design  and 
position  to  harmonize  with  the  boiler  meter  panels  referred 
to  above.  An  illuminated  number  signal,  operated  from  the 
vacuum  pan  floor  in  the  refinery,  gives  the  fireman  advance 
warning  of  major  changes  in  load.  There  are  also  numerous 
indicating  and  recording  thermometers  and  gages  which  are 
required  in  following  the  performance  of  the  feed  water 
system  and  other  details  of  the  boiler  house  equipment. 
These  latter  are  in  general  located  closely  adjacent  to  the 
apparatus  to  which  they  apply. 

Selection  of  Boilers 

The  refinery  type  of  load,  while  including  a  fairly  large 
proportion  of  power  of  reasonably  stable  demand,  is  subject 
to  relatively  wide  fluctuations  which  may  come  at  any  time 
of  day,  as  the  vacuum  pans  are  cut  in  or  cut  out.  For  this 
reason  it  is  necessary  to  carry  continuously  in  service  suffi- 
cient steam  generating  capacity  to  take  care  of  the  maximum 
demand,  this  steam  generating  capacity  on  the  average  being 
operated  at  only  moderate  ratings.  For  this  service,  the 
Stirling  integral  economizer  type  boiler  was  selected  as  com- 
bining, with  low  first  cost,  very  high  efficiency  at  all  moder- 
ate ratings,  exceptional  ease  of  inspection  and  maintenance, 
and,  with  the  steam  take-offF  from  the  rear  drum  as  here 
adopted,  remarkable  freedom  from  tendency  to  prime  under 
sudden  heavy  demands.  Also,  for  the  peculiar  requirements 
of  anthracite  in  the  small  sizes  decided  upon  for  the  Balti- 
more refinery,  this  general  type  of  boiler  possesses,  over  any 
other  type  of  approximately  equivalent  efficiency,  the  added 
advantages  of  wider  grate  space  and  of  presenting  to  the 
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furnace  gases  steeply  inclined  tubes^  which  experience  with 
anthracite  has  deinonstrated  are  less  liable  to  heavy  coating 
and  clogging  of  the  heating  surface  from  deposits  of  slag  and 
ash  than  the  tubes  of  boilers  of  the  so-called  ""horizontal 
water  tube"  type. 

Combustion  Equipment 

In  determining  upon  the  method  of  combustion,  pulver- 
ized coal  firing  was  thoroughly  considered,  but  it  did  not 
appear  at  the  time  that  the  apparatus  required  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  anthracite  was  sufficiently  well  developed.  The 
traveling  grate  stoker  was  decided  upon  as  the  most 
satisfactory  type  of  combustion  equipment  commercially 
available,  for  this  particular  coal.  However,  the  plant  design 
provides  for  later  adaptation  to  pulverized  coal  firing,  if 
desired. 

One  of  the  most  serious  difficulties,  or  more  aptly  perhaps, 
one  of  the  most  serious  sources  of  loss,  encountered  in  the 
use  of  very  small  sized  and  so-called  "creek"  anthracite  for 
boiler  fuel  has  been  the  high  percentage  of  the  material  that 
has  remained  unconsumed — either  discharged  over  the  end 
of  the  grate  with  the  ash  or  carried  by  the  gases  beyond  the 
zone  of  combustion  to  be  deposited  in  some  cooler  part  of 
the  boiler,  or  over  the  surrounding  neighborhood.  One  of  the 
chief  defects,  seemingly  inherent  in  the  traveling  grate  type 
of  stoker,  has  been  that  of  gas  stratification,  insufficient  mix- 
ing of  gases  so  that  in  the  usual  case,  gases  given  off  from 
that  part  of  the  fuel  bed  near  the  front,  in  other  words,  near 
the  entrance  of  the  furnace,  carry  a  relatively  high  percent- 
age of  combustible  constituents,  as  CO  for  example,  with 
insufficient  air  for  their  combustion,  while  those  gases  from 
the  rear  of  the  grate  carry  an  excess  of  unused  air  and 
oxygen. 

Boiler  furnaces  in  this  country  have,  with  two  or  three 
exceptions,  been  of  box-like  construction — for  a  traveling 
grate,  two  boxes  connected  together — offering  but  little 
interference  with  simple  stream  line  flow  of  the  gases.  With 
such  an  arrangement  of  furnace,  operating  beyond  the  most 
moderate  ratings,  the  richer  gases  from  the  front  of  the  grate 
rarely  find  the  full  air  requirement  until  they  have  passed 
over  a  part  of  the  heating  surface  so  that  combustion  if  not 
already  extinguished  must  continue  through  the  boiler, 
resulting  in  loss  to  efficiency  and,  occasionally  in  exaggerated 
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cases,  serious  damage  to  the  boiler  plates  and  other  parts  not 
designed  for  direct  contact  with  intense  flame. 

llie  arch  arrangement  used  in  the  furnaces  of  the  refinery 
boiler  house,  and  shown  in  Figure  II,  is  intended  as  a  step 
toward  overcoming  these  several  sources  of  loss  and  ineffi- 
ciency. The  rear  arch  deflects  the  gas  flow  over  the  corre- 
sponding portion  of  the  grate  surface,  from  a  generally  rear- 
ward direction,  toward  the  front  of  the  furnace  and  by  so 
doing  checks  the  shower  of  fine  un burned  particles  into  the 
ash  pit — a  phenomenon  characteristic  of  the  combustion  of 
small  sized  anthracite  in  the  usual  type  of  furnace — and 
gives  opportunity  for  the  lean  gases  from  the  rear  of  the  grate 
to  combine  with  those  from  the  front.  The  width  of  throat 
between  front  and  rear  arches  is  so  proportioned  that  some 
degree  of  mixing  of  gases  is  forced  to  occur  except  at  the  very 
lowest  ratings.  The  presence  of  the  rear  arch,  by  its  radiating 
and  reflective  capacity,  also  tends  to  increase  the  rate  of 
combustion  at  the  rear  of  the  grate  and  so  further  reduce  the 
carbon  loss  to  the  ash  pit. 

As  the  rear  arch  is  not  only  exposed  to  the  most  intense 
heat  of  the  furnace,  but  also  projects  directly  into  the  fur- 
nace at  the  hottest  zone,  it  was  considered  necessary  to 
provide  forced  ventilation.  Air  for  this  purpose  is  obtained 
direct  from  the  blast  duct  and,  after  traversing  the  rear  arch, 
passes  forward  through  the  side  and  center  walls  to  be  finally 
discharged  into  the  furnace  at  the  rear  face  of  the  lower 
front  arch  where  it  serves  to  aid  combustion  of  the  rich  gases 
traveling  close  under  the  arch  from  the  front  of  the  furnace. 
The  final  mixing  of  gases  occurs  under  the  upper  front  arch, 
which  also  forms  a  deflector  to  throw  the  gases  into  the 
boiler  heating  surface.  The  intention  has  been  that  the  mix- 
ing zone  between  the  lower  front  and  rear  arches  and  the 
upper  front  arch,  by  affording  increased  intensity  of  com- 
bustion at  this  point,  would  not  only  hasten  combustion  of 
evolved  gases,  but  also  promote  combustion  of  those  solid 
coal  particles  normally  carried  ofl^  the  grate  by  the  draft. 

Preparations  are  now  underway  for  complete  tests  of  one 
of  the  boiler  units.  In  connection  with  these  tests  it  is  in- 
tended to  make  thorough  trial  of  the  creek  anthracite  of 
several  different  degrees  of  fineness.  The  tests  are  planned  to 
develop  not  only  the  relative  commercial  values  to  the  refin- 
ery of  these  different  coal  sizings,  but  also  the  general  char- 
acteristics of  a  furnace  of  the  design  shown. 
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The  managers  of  the  companies  operated  by  Stone  6f  Webster y  Inc.^ 
write  to  the  Management  Division  of  Stone  &f  Webster  about  the  first  of 
each  month  with  reference  to  conditions  in  their  respective  localities 
during  the  preceding  month.  A  digest  of  these  letters  is  published  each 
month  in  the  Stone  &f  Webster  Journal. 

GENEiuiL  Notes 

Mr.  C.  a.  Stone  is  spending  a  few  weeks  at  Plymouth,  Mass. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Webster  is  at  Holderness,  N.  H.,  for  the  first  part  of  September. 

Mr.  Russell  Robb  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Bradlee  have  returned  from  their  vacations. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Sawyer  is  taking  his  vacation  at  the  North  Shore. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Townsend,  manager  of  the  Eastern  Texas  Electric  G)mpany,  stopped 
in  the  office  on  his  way  to  Maine,  where  he  is  spending  his  vacation. 

Messrs.  S.  B.  Tuell,  receiver,  and  A.  F.  Reese,  attorney  of  the  Houghton 
companies,  visited  this  office  in  August. 

Mr.  Robert  L.  Gifford,  superintendent  of  gas  department,  Paducah  Electric 
G>mpany,  was  in  the  office  during  August. 

Mr.  Arthur  L.  Mankino,  power  station  student  at  Baton  Rouge,  was  here  last 
month. 

Messrs.  W.  E.  Boardman  and  H.  P.  Fessendon,  who  have  been  in  the  Drafting 
Division  for  many  years,  have  been  assigned  to  the  G}nstruction  Division. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Brown,  formerly  with  the  Construction  Department,  has  returned 
to  the  organization  as  a  member  of  the  Structural  Division. 

Mr.  Chester  A.  Corney  has  resigned  from  the  Electrical  Division  to  take  a 
position  with  the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Boston. 

The  Division  of  Construction  and  Engineering  has  accepted  a  contract  from  the 
Potomac  Electric  Company  for  replacing  a  5,000  kilowatt  turbine  with  one  of 
12,000  kilowatts;  also  a  contract  from  the  Southern  Phosphate  Company  for  the 
design  and  construction  of  a  14  mile  wood  pole  transmission  line  and  three  outdoor 
transformer  substations.  They  have  been  retained  by  the  Calumet  and  Hecla 
Mining  Company  to  make  a  study  of  power  station  operation  in  their  several  plants 
in  Michigan;  by  the  Boston  Woven  Hose  Company  for  the  engineering  and  installa- 
tion of  oil  burning  equipment  at  their  Cambridge,  Mass.,  plant,  and  by  the  West- 
inghouse  Lamp  Company  of  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  for  the  design  and  construction  of  a 
factory  building. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Frazer  has  been  transferred  from  Columbus,  Ga.,  to  the  treasurer's 
office. 

Mr.  John  R.  Gardner,  who  has  been  employed  in  the  treasurer's  office  for  the 
summer  months,  has  returned  to  his  studies  at  the  Harvard  Business  School. 

Miss  Alice  M.  Welch  has  been  employed  as  typist  in  the  treasurer's  office. 

Messrs.  A.  R.  Hathaway,  Francis  X.  Healy  and  W.  S.  Rock  have  taken 
positions  in  the  treasurer's  office. 

Mr.  R.  O.  Himel,  assistant  treasurer  of  the  El  Paso  Electric  Company,  visited 
the  office  early  in  September. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Harding,  manager,  and  Mr.  G.  K.  Hutchins,  commercial  agent,  of 
the  Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Company,  were  in  the  office  during  the  first  part 
of  September. 
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Mr.  H.  a.  Lbmmow,  of  the  Personnel  Department*  b  taking  hb  vacation  at 
Wrentham,  Matt. 

The  members  of  the  BULLkone^r  CLUB  held  a  reunion,  field  da^  and  chowder 
party  at  'The  Hummockt/'  Hamilton,  R.  L,  in  Augutt.  The  full  membenhip  was 
present. 

Ma.  J.  T.  G.  Nichols,  of  the  treasurer's  office,  has  returned  from  his  vacation, 
spent  at  Gloucester,  Mass. 

Ma.  J.  H.  BissBLL  is  again  in  his  office  after  a  vacation  at  Cataumet,  Mass. 

Ma.  Ralph  H.  Williams,  of  the  Personnel  Department,  spent  his  vacation  in 
New  Hampshire. 

Ma.  Frawk  B.  Herty,  Steven's  Institute,  1911,  has  become  a  member  of  the 
Sutbtics  Department. 


Baton  Rouob,  La.,  August  15 

The  Standard  Oil  G>mpany  is  running  at  its  capacity,  and  considerable  new 
construction  work  is  being  done.  Other  industries  appear  to  be  operating  at  a 
normal  rate. 

Wholesalers  and  retailers  report  that  business  is  good,  and  they  are  all  looking 
forward  to  an  unusually  successful  fall  and  winter  season. 

Although  results  for  July  were  not  quite  so  favorable  as  they  were  m  June  our 
net  earnings  exceeded  the  estimate  slightly.  Rains  throughout  the  month  have  been 
frequent  and  severe,  and  have  affected  our  railway  earnings  very  materially.  Light, 
power  and  gas  departments  are  running  just  about  even  with  the  estimates  for 
August. 

The  real  estate  market  b  very  quiet  due  partly  to  the  mid-summer  season  and 
partly  to  unsettled  conditions. 

Labor  continues  plentiful  and  reasonable  in  price,  although  there  b  no  great 
amount  of  unemployment. 

T.  L.  Small,  manager,  attended  a  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the  Southeastern 
dbtrict  in  Jacksonville,  during  the  month.  On  the  return  trip  Ma.  Small  stopped 
over  in  Birmingham  for  a  few  days  to  look  over  the  coal  situation. 

W.  D.  Chalmers,  assbtant  treasurer,  made  a  short  trip  to  Beaumont  during  the 
month. 

J.  C.  Lamb,  commercial  manager,  was  called  to  Tampa  during  the  month  because 
of  the  serious  illness  of  hb  mother,  and  everyone  was  sorry  to  learn  of  her  death. 

M.  H.  Faures,  assbtant  superintendent  of  dbtribution,  was  married  on  August 
15,  to  Miss  Audrey  Carpenter,  in  Zachary,  La.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faures  spent  a  few 
days  in  New  Orleans  after  the  event,  and  on  their  return  were  presented  with  a 
beautiful  set  of  silver  given  by  the  emplojrees  of  the  company. 

Y.  P.  Braud  has  joined  the  accounting  department  as  collector,  taking  the  place 
of  C.  H.  Kino,  who  has  been  advanced  to  prepay  ledger  clerk. 

J.  M.  Berobron  has  resigned  hb  position  as  meter  reader,  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  T.  M.  Tinbr,  formerly  of  the  railway  department. 

Mrs.  L.  Mann,  of  the  accounting  department,  has  returned  from  her  vacation 
spent  in  Vicksburg. 

O.  B.  Steele,  general  storekeeper,  has  returned  from  hb  vacation  spent  in 
Covington. 

Miss  C.  N.  Nawadny,  switchboard  operator,  b  spending  her  vacation  with 
relatives  and  friends  in  Monroe,  La. 
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Miss  Jessie  Caeicewa  of  the  acooundng  department,  b  spending  her  vacation 
in  Covington  and  New  Orleans. 

Miss  Ella  Coitverse,  of  the  accounting  department,  is  spending  her  vacation 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  state. 

Beaumont,  Tez.,  August  26 

Local  industries  in  both  Beaumont  and  Port  Arthur  report  a  substantial  amount 
of  business  being  handled.  Refineries  are  now  running  very  dose  to  their  maximum 
capacity,  while  the  local  machine  industries  have  picked  up  a  substantial  amount 
of  business. 

Wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  business  a  trifle  less  active  than  last 
month,  which  is  to  a  great  extent  a  seasonable  condition.  They  do  not  feel  at  all 
pessimistic  about  the  outlook  locally  for  fall  business. 

The  outlook  from  the  company's  standpoint  for  the  fall  is  very  good.  We  have 
been  adding  customers  steadily,  and  show  a  gain  of  931  customers  connected  up  to 
the  first  of  August.  Our  power  output  last  month  was  greater  than  any  month  in 
the  history  of  the  company,  and  we  believe  that  the  output  for  the  balance  of  the 
year  will  hold  up  wclL  Railway  earnings  are  more  in  line  with  retail  conditions,  in 
that  they  have  shown  no  improvement  in  the  last  two  months. 

Building  in  both  Beaumont  and  Port  Arthur  has  been  going  at  an  unusually 
active  rate  for  over  a  year  and  still  continues.  Our  growth  in  customers  connected 
is  a  reflection  of  this  condition. 

Employment  conditions  are  sound  in  Jeflferson  G>unty,  as  the  refineries  have 
taken  on  some  men  due  mostly  to  increased  output  and  to  construction  work  carried 
on.  There  b  very  little  unemployment. 

The  Eastern  Texas  Electric  G>mpany  held  its  employees'  fourth  annual  picnic 
July  26,  at  the  Port  Arthur  Pleasure  Pier.  Weather  conditions  were  excellent,  and 
as  a  result,  there  were  more  than  800  persons  present,  which  included  the  families 
and  friends  of  employees.  In  addition  to  various  sports  and  a  ball  game  between  the 
"Pen  Pushers"  and  the  Railway  Department,  which  the  "Pen  Pushers"  won, 
dancing  and  swimming  were  enjoyed  all  day. 

Mfiss  J.  M.  Bailey,  of  the  stenographic  department,  left  on  July  31,  for  a  two 
weeks'  vacation. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Spreen,  1922  graduate  of  electrical  engineering  at  the  Agricultural 
and  Mechanical  G>llege  of  Texas,  joined  the  organization  on  August  i,  as  a  student 
in  the  light  and  power  department. 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Townsend  and  daughter,  Pauline,  left  on  August  3,  for  a  few  months' 
sojourn  in  Maine. 

Mr.  W.  a.  Robertson,  railway  superintendent,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  left 
on  August  5,  for  a  vacation  trip  to  Tennessee. 

Mr.  L.  G.  Eugley,  of  the  Beaumont  accounting  department,  returned  from 
Galveston  on  August  25,  where  he  had  gone  to  meet  his  wife,  who  was  returning 
from  a  pleasant  visit  in  Maine. 

Mr.  £.  S.  Burr,  general  clerk  of  the  Beaumont  accounting  department,  left  on 
August  14,  for  a  vacation  in  Mobile,  Ala. 

Miss  Nell  Merriman,  stenographer  in  the  Beaumont  accounting  department, 
left  on  August  21,  for  a  two  weeks'  vacation. 

Miss  Luciel  Decker,  stenographer  in  the  Port  Arthur  office,  left  the  organiza- 
tion on  August  I,  to  resume  her  studies  in  the  State  University.  Miss  Grace 
Inman  has  taken  over  Miss  Decker's  duties. 
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Miss  Paula  Kirklby,  clerk  in  the  purchasing  agent's  office,  resigned  her  posi- 
tion on  August  15,  to  accept  a  position  she  had  formerly  held  with  the  railroad 
company.  Her  place  has  been  fill^  by  Mrs.  Lynnette  Haskbll. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Robinson,  student  in  the  railway  office,  left  on  August  26  for  a  vaca- 
tion at  his  home  in  Bryan,  Tex. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Beaumont  accounting  department,  has  completed  the 
work  he  has  been  doing  for  the  Galveston  Electric  Company. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Townsend,  manager,  spent  August  11  in  Houston  on  business  with 
Mr.  Bradley  and  Mr.  Clifford. 

Mr.  S.  a.  Brulard  has  been  transferred  from  payroll  clerk  to  cashier,  Mr. 
Bennib  Hughs  taking  his  duties. 

Mrs.  Euzabeth  Metzrb,  of  the  Beaumont  sales  department,  left  on  August  21 
for  a  vacation. 

Miss  Fannie  Land,  clerk  in  the  Beaumont  sales  department,  left  the  organiza- 
tion on  August  I,  going  to  Colorado  to  spend  the  summer.  She  is  planning  to  go 
back  to  college  at  Oklahoma  City.  Miss  Lorice  Ficren  has  taken  over  Miss 
Land's  duties. 

Mr.  Selwyn  Scharbrough,  salesman  in  the  Beaumont  sales  department, 
resigned  on  August  i.  Mr.  Lee  McClurkin,  formerly  in  the  accounting  depart- 
ment, has  assumed  duties  of  salesman. 

Miss  Jane  Schbrer,  of  the  Beaumont  stenographic  department,  leaves  on 
August  26  for  a  vacation  to  be  spent  in  nearby  towns. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Townsend,  manager,  left  on  August  25  for  a  vacation  trip  in  the 
east. 

Mr.  H.  Grady  Prather,  salesman  in  the  Port  Arthur  office,  left  on  August  14 
for  a  vacation. 

Brocrton,  Mass.,  August  22 

Local  industries  are  much  busier  than  they  have  been  for  a  long  time.  This  condi- 
tion is  reflected  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade. 

A  steady  improvement  is  shown  in  the  company's  load  and  output,  although 
greater  improvement  is  anticipated  with  the  approach  of  the  fall  months. 

New  business  has  shown  a  tendency  to  fall  off  somewhat;  despite  this  fact  229 
additional  customers  were  taken  on  during  the  past  30  days. 

Material  improvement  is  shown  in  the  building  trades,  there  having  been  a  big 
increase  in  the  number  of  permits  granted  for  new  dwellings.  From  the  city  records 
it  appears  that  the  month  of  August  will  be  the  best  month  of  the  year  in  the  total 
number  of  permits  granted. 

Work  on  the  extensions  to  Centre  Street  and  City  Hall  Square  is  progressing 
satisfactorily,  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  the  work  completed  before  snow  flies. 

The  labor  situation  remains  quiet. 

The  company  held  its  field  day  at  Mayflower  Grove,  on  July  25.  This  year  the 
families  of  employees  were  invited,  and  there  was  an  attendance  of  about  35a 
The  trip  to  the  grove  was  made  in  50  private  cars,  and  two  special  trolley  cars 
which  left  Brockton  at  about  8.30  in  the  morning. 

Two  ball  games  were  played  and  land  and  water  sports  for  women,  men  and 
children,  with  suitable  prizes  for  the  winners,  were  held.  Also  unlimited  merry-go- 
round  and  launch  rides,  ice  cream  cones,  peanuts,  pop  corn  and  tonic  for  every- 
body. 

At  about  one  o'clock  an  excellent  dinner  was  served.  Mr.  A.  F.  Nelson,  our 
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manager,  made  a  very  gracious  little  speech  immediately  following  this,  thanking 
the  employees  for  the  loyalty  and  co-operation  which  had  made  possible  the  fine 
record  of  our  company.  Dancing  was  enjoyed  during  the  afternoon  to  the  music  of 
an  excellent  orchestra. 

Among  the  guests  we  were  privileged  to  have  Mr.  H.  A.  Lemmon,  of  the  Boston 
office,  with  Mrs.  Lemmon.  About  6.30  a  tired  but  happy  crowd  left  the  grove 
voting  this  outing  the  "best  ever." 

Mr.  a.  Scudder  Moorb,  of  the  power  department,  has  returned  from  a  vacation 
spent  in  automobile  trips  in  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire. 

Miss  Helen  Pattanoall,  telephone  operator,  is  spending  her  vacation  at 
Seaside,  Me.,  making  the  trip  by  automobile. 

Mr.  Harry  Smith,  sales  manager,  b  spending  his  vacation  with  his  family  at 
Prudence  Island. 

Miss  Helen  Conley,  of  the  accounting  department,  is  at  Onset  for  a  week. 

Mr.  Howard  Randall,  head  of  the  meter  department,  is  spending  his  vacation 
at  his  old  home  in  Maine. 

Miss  Mildred  Delano,  of  the  accounting  department,  has  returned  from  a  vaca- 
tion spent  with  friends  at  Providence,  R.  L 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Rev.  Nathan  H.  Harriman,  who  died  on 
August  21,  after  an  illness  lasting  about  three  months.  He  was  the  father  of  F.  G. 
Harriman,  of  our  power  department. 

Columbus,  Ga.,  August  23 

The  operation  schedule  of  the  local  mills  remains  unchanged.  The  Southern 
G>tton  Oil  G>mpany  have  repaired  their  plant  and  beginning  this  week  will  operate 
every  day.  A  new  cotton  export  firm  capitalized  at  $10,000  expects  to  start  business 
within  the  next  few  weeks. 

G}tton  picking  is  proceeding  rapidly.  The  continued  rains  for  the  past  six  weeks 
have  injured  the  crop  and  a  short  yield  is  expected. 

Wholesale  business  is  taking  on  an  optimistic  tone.  Retail  business  is  just  begin- 
ning to  feel  the  increased  activity  due  to  this  year's  cotton  crop.  Retailers  report 
good  Saturday  sales  for  every  week  during  the  month. 

The  Buick  Sales  Agency  have  restocked  their  salesroom  with  several  carload 
lots  of  new  cars.  The  Overland  Sales  Agency  report  heavy  sales  during  the  month, 
of  these  a  large  percent  was  to  farmers. 

Georgia  Railway  &  Power  G)mpany  are  still  taking  3,000  kilowatts  daily.  The 
river  flow  for  the  entire  month  has  been  such  that  the  amount  of  steam  generation 
required  has  just  about  equalled  that  which  we  would  ordinarily  have  purchased 
from  Georgia  Railway  &  Power  Company. 

With  regard  to  the  coal  situation  during  the  month,  we  purchased  2,000  tons  for 
use  at  the  power  station.  The  gas  coal  which  is  being  supplied  under  contract  is 
being  shipped  according  to  schedule. 

The  West  Point  Iron  Works  have  a  contract  for  a  $10,000  store  to  be  erected  in 
North  Highlands,  and  a  $12,000  residence  which  will  be  constructed  in  Wynnton. 
Homes  are  being  built  in  all  parts  of  the  city.  There  were  few  real  estate  deals  made 
during  the  month. 

The  paving  of  Fort  Benning  road  will  probably  be  started  soon.  With  the  con- 
struction of  numerous  officers'  quarters  and  with  the  decrease  in  the  quota  which 
has  been  ordered  to  Benning  for  the  coming  winter,  the  housing  situation  here  b 
much  relieved,  and  rents  will  be  decidedly  cheaper  than  they  were  for  1921. 
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The  Central  of  Geotgia  Railwax  b  still  adveititifig  for  sliop  help,  aldiougfa  tliqr 
do  not  teem  to  be  having  difficulty  in  getting  sufficient  labor  to  maintain  their 
equipment  in  fair  oonditbn. 

The  failure  of  the  Senate  to  pass  the  highway  bond  issue  has  caused  all  road 
building  to  slack  off  with  a  resulting  increase  in  the  number  of  unskilled  laborers 
out  of  work. 

Ma.  R.  M.  HAaDiNO  b  attending  the  managers'  meeting  in  Jacksonville,  after 
which  he  will  join  Mrs.  Harding  for  a  few  days  at  Atlantic  Beach. 

Ma.  L.  H.  CaowBLL  and  family  have  returned  from  a  pleasant  vacation  at 
Hendersonville,  N.  C. 

Ma.  B.  T.  LoNoiwo  and  family  motored  to  North  Carolina  for  a  vacation  in  the 
••Land  of  the  Sky." 

Ma.  Ralph  PETEasoN  spent  part  of  this  month  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  took 
the  Westinghouse  meter  test  course. 

The  Electric  City  Benefit  Association  entertained  its  members  and  friends  at  a 
watermelon  cutting  on  August  9,  in  the  yards  of  the  car  bam. 

Ma.  A.  S.  BaADLBY,  claim  agent,  has  returned  from  a  delightful  vacation  spent 
at  Niagara  Falls,  Buffalo  and  Qeveland  and  other  points. 

Miss  Annie  Pfohl,  of  the  accounting  department,  is  spending  a  month  with 
friends  and  relatives  in  Atlanta  and  Gainesville,  Ga. 

Mr.  Frank  Billings,  of  the  accounting  department,  is  spending  several  days 
in  Florida. 

Ma.  Fred  C.  Morton,  of  the  Savannah  Electric  &  Power  Company,  spent 
several  days  in  the  city  as  the  guest  of  Ma.  J.  Jacobs. 

Mr.  M.  J.  Fox  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Bell  motored  to  Birmingham  this  month  to  secure 
coal  for  the  power  and  gas  departments. 

Miss  Lola  Harbucr  has  returned  to  the  office  after  spending  a  very  pleasant 
vacation. 

Our  company  baseball  team  won  the  game  last  Saturday  with  a  score  of  3  to  2 
from  the  Meritas  mills.  This  tied  our  team  with  the  Eagle  &  Phenix  team.  Much 
interest  is  centered  in  the  game  for  next  Saturday  between  our  team  and  Eagle  & 
Phenix  mills,  which  will  end  the  second  half  of  the  Industrial  Baseball  League. 

El  Paso,  Tex.,  August  11 

Business  with  the  local  industries  is  reported  to  continue  generally  quiet.  The 
mines  in  this  district  are  gradually  increasing  their  payrolls  and  orders  for  material 

Wholesale  and  retail  men  report  that  their  business  continues  poor,  which  b 
customary  locaUy  during  the  summer  months.  Wholesale  men  are  not  filling  as 
many  orders  from  the  territory  as  they  might,  due  to  slow  credits.  Collections  are 
reported  to  be  poor. 

Permits  were  issued  during  July,  1922,  for  96  bungalows  and  seven  apartment 
houses.  July  exceeded  any  previous  month  for  building  since  1916.  Total  permits 
for  July,  1921,  were  ^187,284.  The  largest  permit  was  for  the  Burleson  Public 
School  of  |67yf  7a 

Much  unemployment  continues  among  common  and  skilled  labor  due  to  the  local 
railroad  strike  and  to  the  usual  dullness  during  the  summer  months,  although  the 
building  crafts  are  fairly  well  employed. 

Mr.  J.  F.  McLaughun,  lighting  superintendent,  has  returned  from  a  two  weeks' 
business  trip  to  the  Boston  office. 
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Me.  Mirb  FuBYy  day  dispatcher^  accompanied  by  Mn.  Fliey,  kft  August  I9 
for  a  two  weeks'  vacatton. 

Ma.  Alba  H.  WAaaEW  attended  a  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the  Texas  district, 
held  in  Houston  this  month. 

Ma.  Cabl  KoELOSRBy  night  dispatcher,  has  returned  from  a  two  weeks'  vacation 
trip. 

Ma.  Frawk  McNallby,  paymaster,  has  returned  from  a  vacation  spent  in 
I^Miston,  where  he  visited  his  parents. 

Ma.  WiLUAM  House,  bam  foreman,  attended  the  foremen's  vocational  training 
dass  held  at  Austin,  Tex. 

Ma.  £.  R.  Fontaine,  purchasing  agent,  has  returned  from  a  pleasant  vacation 
spent  at  Cloudcroft,  N.  H. 

Ma.  Chaelbs  A.  Beann,  superintendent  of  traffic  of  the  Houston  Electric 
Gunpany,  formerly  of  this  company,  is  in  £1  Paso  on  account  of  the  illness  of  his 
wife. 

Me.  a.  H.  Wiluams,  purchasing  agent  of  the  Houston  Electric  G>mpany,  b 
spending  his  vacation  in  El  Paso. 

Me.  Chas.  Leaemonth,  chief  engineer,  is  spending  his  vacation  with  his  family 
in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Miss  Addie  Keee  has  joined  our  organization  as  stenographer  in  the  commercial 
department. 

The  wedding  of  Me.  H.  I.  Wambeam,  electrical  engineer,  and  Miss  Floea  Gopp 
of  the  lighting  superintendent's  office,  was  performed  at  the  home  of  the  bride  on 
August  I.  Ma.  and  Mas.  Wambeam  have  left  for  a  month's  tour  of  the  West  coast, 
^th  the  marriage  of  Miss  Gopf,  the  company  loses  a  valuable  employee  of  long 
standing. 

A  number  of  the  employees  of  the  company  motored  to  Diversion  Dam,  New 
Mexico,  Sunday,  July  13,  for  an  all  day  outing.  Leaving  the  city  at  'jxxi  a.m.,  they 
arrived  at  the  dam  in  plenty  of  time  to  get  a  good  swim  in  the  cool  of  the  morning. 
Dandng  was  enjoyed  at  the  pavilion  in  the  afternoon. 

Eveeett,  Wash.,  August  13 

The  demand  for  lumber  and  shingles  continues  satisfactory  and  it  b  believed  that 
the  industry  b  in  a  healthy  condirion  fundamentally.  However,  the  accumulative 
effect  of  the  railroad  strike  b  now  being  felt  more  severely.  As  a  consequence,  an 
acute  shortage  of  cars  b  being  experienced,  only  35  to  50  per  cent  ot  the  demand  for 
cars  being  supplied.  Thb  shortage  has  been  augmented  by  the  assembling  of  cars 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  the  fall  crops.  With  thb  small  supply  of  cars  which  are 
furnished  quite  spasmodically,  it  has  been  rather  difficult  for  the  miUs  to  plan  their 
production. 

The  shingle  milb,  which  have  always  depended  upon  rail  shipments,  have  found 
themselves  in  a  difficult  predicament.  Several  have  closed  down  and  others  are  con- 
templating closing  down.  Water  shipment  b  being  investigated  thoroughly,  which 
may  relieve  the  condition  partially. 

Water  shipments  of  lumber  continue  heavy,  as  previously  reported.  During  the 
month  of  August  rain  was  experienced  several  times,  finally  breaking  the  long 
drought.  As  a  consequence,  the  logging  camps  are  reopening  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
However,  having  rid  themselves  of  one  handicap,  a  new  one  immediately  appeared 
for  those  logging  camps  which  do  not  own  their  own  car  supply,  namely — the  above 
mentioned  car  shortage.  The  truck  loggers  and  those  having  private  railroads  are 
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operating  to  full  capacity.  The  general  outlook  of  these  three  main  industries  is 
bright,  providing  that  sufficient  cars  can  be  assembled  to  move  the  farmers'  crops. 
If  this  is  impossible,  it  is  believed  that  there  will  be  a  reflection  due  to  this  curtail- 
ment in  buying  power. 

Local  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  trade  very  satisfactory  during  the 
month. 

Traffic  on  the  interurban  lines  has  continued  heavy  during  the  month  of  August 
and  was  stimulated  by  the  annual  Burlington  Fair  and  by  the  state  convendon  of 
Ellcs  held  at  Anacortes.  The  latest  reports  available  of  earnings  for  the  entire  line 
from  Seattle  to  Bellingham  show  approximately  40  per  cent  increase  above  last 
year,  and  it  is  believed  that  this  will  continue  for  the  balance  of  the  summer. 

Receipts  on  the  city  lines  for  the  first  15  days  of  August  show  a  decrease  of  5.9 
per  cent.  When  allowance  has  been  made  for  the  loss  of  the  Snohomish  Line  earn- 
ings, the  city  lines  show  an  increase  of  4.6  per  cent.  This  increase  is  due  practically 
to  the  heavy  earnings  on  the  Seattle-Everett  portion  within  the  city  limits. 

A  shipment  of  approximately  ^9,000  worth  of  wire  was  received  during  the  past 
week  to  be  strung  in  the  Mukilteo,  Home  Acres,  Lake  Stevens  and  Marysville 
districts.  This  work  should  progress  rapidly,  as  all  poles  on  the  last  three  extensions 
have  been  set. 

G}nsiderable  residence  building  is  condnuing  during  the  favorable  weather. 

No  shortage  of  men  is  being  experienced. 

Fall  River,  Nfxss.,  August  21 

Merchandising  shows  an  improvement  over  the  corresponding  period  of  a  year 
ago,  but  has  not  got  back  to  normal  conditions. 

The  company  is  showing  a  steady  gain  in  send-out;  with  the  coal  shortage  affect- 
ing householders'  fuel  supplies  this  will  probably  be  greater  in  the  future. 

There  is  a  large  amount  of  building  going  on  in  Fall  River. 

In  the  cotton  industry  there  are  no  unusual  labor  conditions  exbting.  The 
scarcity  of  building  mechanics  continues. 

Mr.  J.  J.  DowLiNO,  formerly  with  the  Baton  Rouge  Electric  G)mpany,  has  been 
transferred  to  this  company. 

Mr.  James  W.  Howard,  student  engineer,  entered  the  employment  of  the  com- 
pany on  August  I ,  being  transferred  from  the  statistics  department  of  the  Boston 
office. 

Mr.  W.  K.  Eavenson,  sales  manager,  officiated  as  referee  in  the  final  play  for 
the  Fall  River  Evening  Glohe  trophy  and  medal  for  the  racquet  wielders  of  the  public 
parks. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart  and  family  have  returned  from  an  automobile  trip  through 
the  White  Mountains  and  along  the  coast  of  Maine. 

Messrs.  Nute,  Dexter,  Eavenson,  Gilbert  and  Edlund  spent  a  pleasant 
day  with  the  employees  of  the  Pawtucket  Company  at  their  annual  outing. 

During  the  month  the  friendly  rivalry  between  the  shop  and  works  baseball 
nines  resulted  in  several  close  games. 

On  August  II  and  11  occurred  the  informal  reopening  of  the  office,  which  has 
been  remodeled  and  redecorated. 

On  July  28,  Messrs.  Duff,  Pearson  and  Edlund  visited  the  Electric  Light  and 
Power  Company  of  Abington  and  Rockland  in  connection  with  a  study  of  con- 
sumers' accounting. 
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On  August  4,  Messrs.  Nute,  Dexter  and  Gilbert  made  a  business  trip  to  the 
Haverhill  Gas  Light  G}mpany. 

The  following  members  of  the  company  are  now  on  their  vacations:  Messrs. 
George  L.  Gilbert,  W.  K.  Eavenson,  Robert  Dreghorn,  C.  T.  Johnson, 
Sedgwick,  Edlund  and  Botfomley,  and  the  Misses  Jackson,  Bennett,  Nick- 
ERSON,  Borden,  Pettey,  Blossom  and  Robinson. 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  August  04 

All  local  industries  are  operating  on  a  larger  basb  than  at  this  time  last  year 
with  the  possible  exception  of  the  packing  houses.  These  plants  are  operating  on 
about  a  50  per  cent  basis. 

The  railroad  shops  have  recruited  small  forces,  and  are  endeavoring  to  keep  their 
equipment  in  running  condition  with  the  assistance  of  the  officials. 

The  Chevrolet  Motor  G)mpany  have  reopened  their  assembling  plant.  However, 
only  a  small  force  has  been  employed  as  yet. 

Several  concerns  have  been  negotiating  with  the  industrial  department  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  negotiations  in  most  cases  have  gone  to  an  ad- 
vanced stage.  Among  these  is  the  Armstrong  Steel  Co.,  a  reorganization  of  the 
Armstrong  Rolling  Mill  which  is  to  be  capitalized  at  f  2,500,000.  The  promoters 
say  that  if  their  efforts  are  successful,  the  capacity  of  the  present  plant  will  be 
greatly  enlarged,  and  several  thousand  people  will  be  employed. 

The  Monkey  Grip  Rubber  Company  has  taken  over  the  Texas  Motor  Car 
Company  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  automobile  dres;  the  Helm  Mechanical 
Company  to  be  capitalized  at  f  100,000,  will  manufacture  oil  mill  machinery,  etc.; 
the  Mint  Cola  Company,  which  'is  to  be  capitalized  at  $100,000,  is  a  bottling  con- 
cern, and  will  manufacture  various  kinds  of  soft  drinks. 

The  Cement  Plant  mentioned  in  our  last  letter  is  practically  assured.  It  will  have 
a  capacity  of  2,000  barreb  of  cement  per  day,  and  will  employ  approximately  150 
people.  The  Chase  Bag  Company,  we  understand,  has  authorized  a  local  real  estate 
man  to  purchase  a  location  for  them,  and  will  erect  a  factory  which  will  employ  in 
the  neighborhood  of  600  employees,  mostly  women. 

Neither  the  shopmen's  nor  the  coal  miners'  strikes  have  affected  industries  to  any 
extent  in  this  vicinity.  Most  industries  burn  either  oil  or  gas,  therefore,  a  coal 
shortage  will  have  no  appreciable  effect. 

The  secretary  of  the  Retail  Merchants'  Association  states  that  the  retail  business 
in  Fort  Worth  shows  an  improvement  over  last  year. 

Wholesale  business  is  reported  as  being  unusually  brisk  during  the  past  month, 
which  may  be  accounted  for  by  retailers  placing  larger  orders  with  the  jobbers, 
fearing  a  rie-up  in  transportation. 

Babson's  statistics  show  this  city  as  having  the  largest  gain  in  purchases  of  any 
city  in  the  state. 

Residential  building  activities  continue  very  active;  especially  in  most  all  of  our 
suburban  sections. 

The  railway  shopmen's  strike  situation  continues  on  about  the  same  basis  as 
last  month.  The  strike,  as  a  whole,  has  been  conducted  in  an  orderly  manner  in  this 
city. 

A  strike  of  the  garment  makers'  union  at  the  Miller  Manufacturing  Company 
of  this  city  resulted  in  this  concern  threatening  to  move  their  factory  from  Fort 
Worth,  due  to  violence  against  their  employees  whom  they  had  employed  in  an 
effort  to  operate  their  factory  on  an  open  shop  basis. 
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The  drouth  has  damaged  the  cotton  crop  somewhat  in  West  Tezas»  however 
it  is  estimated  a  yield  above  the  average  will  be  harvested.  The  ranges  in  some  por<. 
tions  of  West  Texas  are  in  need  of  rain. 

Mr.  G.  H.  CupfOROy  manager,  attended  a  district  managers'  meeting  in  Hous- 
ton, on  August  21. 

Ma.  W.  C.  FoRBBSS,  assistant  manager,  and  wife,  are  spending  several  weeks 
in  the  mountains  in  West  Texas. 

Ma.  Luxe  C.  Bradley  was  in  Fort  Worth  on  business  on  August  17  and  18. 

Mr.  V.  W.  Berry,  general  superintendent,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Berry  and  their 
daughter,  Gertrude,  spent  several  days  during  the  month  in  Brownsville  and 
vicinity. 

Mr.  Hugh  S.  Stalcup,  line  foreman,  accompanied  by  his  family,  made  an  auto- 
mobile trip  to  South  Texas  during  the  month.  Mr.  Stalcup  spent  several  days 
looking  over  the  street  railway  systems  in  Houston,  Beaumont  and  Port  Arthur. 

Messrs.  L.  E.  Thorne,  G.  J.  Fry,  E.  B.  Sioth,  S.  E.  Hooten,  J.  E.  Borrs, 
and  W.  H.  Calthorp  are  camping  and  fishing  for  a  few  days  in  the  Ozark  Moun- 
tains, Arkansas. 

Mr.  Robert  K.  Banner,  of  the  £1  Paso  Electric  Railway  Company,  is  visiting 
relatives  in  Fort  Worth. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Howard,  of  Galveston  Electric  G>mpany's  claim  department,  spent 
two  days  in  Fort  Worth  during  the  month.  He  is  investigating  the  several  mutual 
aid  associations  in  the  district,  with  the  view  of  making  some  changes  in  their 
association. 

Mr.  D.  V.  Thomas,  student  engineer,  has  just  returned  from  a  several  weeks 
stay  in  Galveston  where  he  had  been  assisting  the  Galveston  Electric  G>mpany  on 
appraisal  work. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  August  14 

Exports  from  this  port  for  the  month  of  July  aggregated  ^ii>996,393. 

August  15  marked  the  beginning  of  weekly  sailings  from  Galveston  to  Bremen 
by  Lykes  Bros.  This  will  be  the  first  weekly  service  to  Germany  from  any  gulf 
port.  It  was  established  in  anticipation  of  large  cotton  shipments  to  that  port. 

Agents  for  the  Hamburg-American  Line  yesterday  made  known  that  regular 
service  will  be  resumed  between  Galveston  and  Bremen  and  Hamburg. 

The  United  American  Line  b  negotiating  for  a  steamship  agency  to  handle 
business  for  them  at  this  port.  On  August  19,  they  entered  the  gulf,  esublishing 
service  from  New  Orleans,  but  contemplate  operating  firom  Galveston,  Beaumont 
and  possibly  Houston,  beginning  with  September. 

Both  the  Morgan  and  Mallory  lines  have  announced  that  they  have  every 
reason  to  expect  that  within  a  short  time  a  permanent  schedule  of  three  ships  per 
week  will  be  in  effect. 

Full  cargo  shipments  of  jute  bagging  and  other  manufactures  directly  firom  In(Ua 
are  being  made  to  Galveston  and  are  expected  to  add  a  large  share  to  the  quota  of 
Galveston's  imports  during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

A  recent  reduction  in  wharfage  and  loading  charges  on  sugar  places  Galveston 
on  a  par  with  Texas  City. 

Crude  oil  importations  into  Galveston  for  the  month  of  July  aggregated  540,000 
barrels,  showing  a  decrease  of  334,000  barrels  when  compared  with  the  month  of 
June. 

Grain  exports  for  the  first  half  of  August  from  this  port  were  approximately 
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1,500,000  bushels  and,  basing  the  figure  on  clearances  so  far  this  month  and  book^ 
ings  of  several  full  cargoes,  it  is  estimated  that  shipments  for  the  month  will  reach 
^fioofioo  bushds. 

Wheat  exports  for  July  were  1,394,417  bushels.  This  figure  shows  an  increase  of 
538,000  bushels  over  June,  but  a  decrease  of  more  than  10,000,000  bushels  as  com- 
pared with  exports  for  the  same  month  last  ^ear. 

Flour,  sulphur,  rice,  lumber  and  miscellaneous  commodities  show  big  gains  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  July  31,  in  the  annual  maritime  committee  report.  Bookings 
of  flour  from  Kansas  City  have  picked  up  considerably  during  the  past  few  weeks, 
and  indications  are  that  there  will  be  a  heavy  movement  through  thb  port  during 
this  year. 

Heavy  declines  are  recorded  in  exports  of  cotton,  cotton  seed  meal  and  cotton 
seed  cake  for  the  year. 

A  conference  of  cofiee  roasters  from  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  adjoining  states, 
together  with  members  of  the  Galveston  G>mmercial  Associarioh,  steamship  men 
and  other  interests,  was  held  here  last  Saturday,  with  the  view  of  bringing  about 
increased  importations  of  cofiee  through  Galveston,  as  this  port  enjoys  a  better 
rail  rate  than  New  Orleans  to  the  territory  represented  by  the  men  at  this  meeting. 
The  urgent  need  for  an  importing  concern  here  was  stressed,  and  Mr.  L.  J.  Bright 
cofiee  importer,  who  has  been  handling  most  of  the  coffee  shipments  through  this 
port  during  the  last  few  months,  expressed  his  willingness  to  move  the  operative 
end  of  his  firm  from  New  Orleans  to  Galveston  and  consolidate  with  local  capital 
to  form  an  importing  concern  of  sufficient  proportions  to  supply  the  coffee  roasters 
in  this  territory. 

Almost  400  members  of  the  Texas  Highwaymen's  Association  held  a  two  day 
conference  in  Galveston,  August  4,  5. 

Approximately  1,000  members  of  the  State  Woodmen  of  the  world  came  to 
Galveston,  August  14-21,  for  their  annual  encampment. 

Two  hundred  agents  of  the  American  National  Insurance  G>mpany  convened 
here  August  11,  12. 

More  than  100  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  states  assembled  here  August  17  for 
the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Texas  Warehouse  and  Transfer  Men's  Association. 

A  delegation  of  neariy  150  members  attended  the  Lone  Star  State  Medical, 
Dental  and  Pharmaceutical  Association  in  this  city,  August  15-17. 

Building  activities  continue  good  in  Galveston. 

The  erection  of  two  modem  fireproof  structures  at  the  State  Medical  G>llege 
and  the  virtual  rebuilding  of  the  main  building  in  order  to  make  it  modem  in  every 
way  was  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Regents  at  a  meeting  held  on  August  23. 
The  expenditure  for  this  work  will  be  approximately  ^00,000. 

Work  is  progressing  on  the  experimental  beach  groin  at  the  foot  of  24th  Street. 
This  will  consist  of  two  parallel  curved  rows  of  piling,  the  top  of  which  will  be  six 
fleet  above  low  tide  and  the  space  between  the  rows  will  be  filled  with  brush  and 
rock.  Some  sand  has  already  been  added  to  the  beach  as  a  result  of  the  constmction 
work  already  done,  and  aside  from  acting  as  a  sand  trap  to  the  gulf,  the  groin  will 
also  serve  as  a  breakwater. 

Mr.  a.  H.  Cannon,  formerly  of  the  Eastem  Texas  Electric  Company,  Port 
Arthur  station,  assumed  the  duties  of  chief  engineer  of  the  Galveston  plant  as  of 
August  I. 

Ma.  W.  M.  Howard,  assistant  claim  agent,  spent  several  days  in  Fort  Worth 
in  connection  with  benefit  association  matters. 
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Miss  Evelyn  Nelson,  complaint  clerk,  has  returned  from  a  two  weeks*  vaca- 
tion spent  in  Brenham,  Texas. 

Miss  Julia  Theobald,  stenographer,  is  back  at  her  desk  and  reports  having 
had  a  wonderful  trip  through  the  West. 

Messrs.  T.  A.  Shields,  general  clerk,  and  Wm.  Seivert,  ledger  clerk,  are  spend- 
ing their  vacation  fishing. 

Miss  Sadie  Buchwald  has  joined  our  organization  as  stenographer  in  the 
accounting  department. 

Members  of  the  accident  board,  which  consists  of  Messrs.  McLin,  Howard, 
ScANLON  and  Turley,  went  to  Houston  during  the  month  in  the  interest  of  acci- 
dent prevention. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Howard,  assistant  claim  agent,  spent  several  days  of  August  in 
San  Antonio. 

Messrs.  £.  S.  Burr  and  L.  G.  Euoley,  of  the  Eastern  Texas  Electric  G}mpany 
Beaumont,  were  visitors  to  this  company  during  the  month. 

The  dengue  fever,  which  has  been  prevalent  in  Texas  for  the  past  month,  has 
claimed  nearly  every  member  of  the  accounting  department  for  a  short  period* 
Mr.  R.  G.  Carroll,  manager,  the  latest  victim,  was  taken  to  the  hospital  on 
August  22. 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  August  25 

The  Retail  Merchants*  Association  at  the  convention  held  this  month  in  Prince 
Edward  Island,  reported  that  business  is  slowly  but  steadily  improving  and  indi- 
cations are  that  it  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future. 

The  gas  department  send-out  shows  an  increase  of  1 1  per  cent  and  the  power 
station  out-put  14  per  cent  increase  over  the  same  period  in  1921. 

The  city  is  still  carrying  on  its  street  paving  program.  The  company's  track  work 
on  G)burg  Road  is  nearing  completion  and  the  Belt  Line  Service  has  been  resumed. 

The  unemployment  office  reports  a  slight  improvement  in  general  conditions 
over  last  month. 

Mr.  H.  ViTTiNOHOFF  was  recently  in  Halifax  on  matters  pertaining  to  our  gas 
department.  Mrs.  VittinghofF  accompanied  Mr.  Vittinohoff  on  this  trip. 

Four  United  States  warships,  the  Florida,  De/aware,  North  Dakota  and  Olytnpia 
were  in  Halifax  for  nearly  two  weeks  early  in  August.  In  addition  to  the  regular 
crews  on  these  ships  about  1,500  midshipmen  were  on  board  for  their  annual 
cruise.  Halifax  entertained  the  officers,  midshipmen  and  men  in  a  most  generous 
manner,  as  some  form  of  entertainment  was  provided  for  each  and  every  day 
during  the  stay  of  the  ships.  On  one  day  a  battalion  of  midshipmen  paraded  under 
arms  through  the  street  and  created  a  most  favorable  impression. 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  August  29 

The  general  feeling  throughout  the  shoe  industry  is  that  business  is  somewhat 
better  than  last  year  and  that  a  larger  fall  trade  may  be  expected.  There  seems  to 
be  a  general  belief  that  the  shoe  business  is  becoming  somewhat  more  stabilized 
and  that  any  gains  which  are  made  will  be  more  dependable. 

Retail  business  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  merchants  had  hoped  for,  although  it 
is  generally  admitted  that  conditions  are  more  nearly  approaching  the  pre-war 
status.  The  buying  power  of  the  shoe  operatives  is  not  so  great  as  it  was  during  the 
war  and  for  this  reason  the  general  attitude  is  not  optimistic. 

In  our  last  report  we  mentioned  two  apartment  houses,  one  of  which  was  under 
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construction  at  that  time.  Through  lack  of  capital,  work  on  these  apartments  has 
been  discontinued.  There  does,  however,  seem  to  be  some  slight  activity  in  the 
building  of  frame  houses,  although  Haverhill  is  not  enjoying  the  building  boom 
noticeable  in  other  cities. 

Employment  conditions  are  considered  very  satisfactory  for  this  time  of  the  year. 
There  is,  however,  a  controversy  between  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  Union  and 
the  Shoe  Workers  Protective  Union  against  the  Winchell  G)mpany,  which  involves 
900  operatives.  This  matter  is  now  before  a  master  and  it  b  strongly  felt  that  the 
WinchcU  G)mpany  will  leave  Haverhill  if  they  do  not  receive  a  favorable  decision. 
There  is  a  matter  also  of  renewing  the  peace  pact  which  expires  on  January  i, 
1923.  The  Union  has  refused  to  renew  the  present  agreement  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  matter  will  be  taken  up  by  the  Union  and  the  manufacturers  very  soon. 

Ma.  H.  A.  Lemmon,  of  the  personnel  division,  was  a  visitor  of  our  company  one 
day  during  the  month. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Edoar,  division  manager,  spent  a  couple  of  days  in  Haverhill  the  first 
of  August. 

Mr.  Nute,  Mr.  Dexter  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  of  the  Fall  River  Gas  Works  G}m- 
pany,  called  on  us  on  Friday,  August  4. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  the  engineering  division,  has  visited  our  plant  twice  during  this 
month  and  is  working  up  some  very  interesting  data  on  the  settling  of  our  purifying 
house  and  hot  water  well. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Hayes,  secretary  to  Mr.  M.  L.  Sperry,  called  at  this  office  during  the 
month. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Bell  spent  a  very  pleasant  vacation  at  Wanalancet,  N.  H. 

Mr.  T.  p.  Walker's  family  spent  the  first  three  weeks  in  August  at  Hampton 
Beach,  N.  H.,  occupying  "The  Ledgemere,"  Plaice  Cove. 

Houghton,  Mich.,  August  15 

There  has  been  practically  no  change  in  either  the  copper  mining  industry  or  the 
lumber  industry  as  compared  with  the  previous  month.  Both  industries  are  operat- 
ing considerably  below  normal. 

Retail  business  is  still  not  very  satisfactory,  and  this  condition  is  reflected  in  the 
wholesale  trade. 

Business  of  the  lighting  company  holds  up  very  well,  in  view  of  the  general 
conditions  in  the  district. 

Building  activity  is  limited.  About  the  only  work  in  progress  covers  repairs. 

There  is  still  a  scarcity  of  underground  labor  in  this  district,  and  the  wages  at 
present  in  effect  at  the  mines  are  not  attractive  enough  to  relieve  this  condition. 

Mr.  John  P.  Knapp,  of  the  engineering  department,  has  returned  from  a  two 
weeks*  vacation  spent  at  Chicago,  111. 

Miss  Anna  Leary,  clerk  in  the  Houghton  meter  department,  went  to  Chicago 
and  Milwaukee  during  the  latter  part  of  July  on  a  vacation  trip. 

The  inauguration  of  the  weekly  pass  on  the  traction  company's  lines  went  into 
effect  on  July  24. 

Copper  shipments  from  ports  on  the  Keweenaw  waterway  for  July  were  5,248 
tons,  as  compared  with  only  3,263  tons  a  year  ago.  Eighty-five  vessels  passed 
through  the  waterway  in  July,  1922,  as  compared  with  73  in  July,  1921,  and  55 
in  June,  1922.  The  total  tonnage  for  July,  1922,  was  163,050,  as  against  165,153 
in  July,  1 92 1,  and  116,557  in  June,  1922. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Harvin,  of  the  engineering  division  of  the  Boston  office,  accompanied 
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by  Mn.  Harviiiy  arrived  in  Houghton  on  August  9,  to  calibrate  the  tution  and 
tubatation  meters  and  also  the  meters  of  the  large  power  customers  of  the  Houghton 
companies.  Ma.  B.  S.  LuTHBUy  who  also  arrived  in  I^Mighton  on  August  9,  will 
assist  Mr.  Harvht  in  this  work. , 

The  Houghton  office  force  motored  to  the  Portage  Lake  Ship  Canal  on  the 
evening  of  August  9,  and  reported  a  very  pleasant  time.  The  evening's  activities 
consisted  of  a  "wiener"  supper  and  games.  Ma.  and  Mas.  C.  J.  Harvin  and  Ma. 
and  Mas.  £.  S.  Frrz  joined  the  party  later  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Balchb,  of  the  Betterment  Division  of  Boston,  arrived  in  Houghton, 
on  August  la 

Mr.  Addison  H.  Fiwch,  chief  clerk,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  Chicago,  Detroit 
and  Flint. 

Miss  Aones  Bbrwibr,  lighting  superintendent's  stenographer,  b  enjoying  a  two 
weeks'  vacation. 

The  marriage  of  Miss  Mabel  Rheault,  of  Dollar  Bay,  Mich.,  and  Mr.  Harold 
G.  KiTTO,  student  engineer  at  the  Houghton  Power  Sution,  took  place  on 
August  17.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kitto  left  on  the  Tsonesia  for  an  extended  wedding  trip 
through  the  east.  Upon  their  return,  they  will  make  their  home  at  I^Mighton. 

A  basket  lunch  with  all  the  trimmings — ice  cream,  cake,  cofiee  and  cigars;  a  big 
league  baseball  game  between  the  Tracrion  Company  and  the  Lifting  Company, 
and  a  dance  in  the  Electric  Park  pavilion,  proved  a  most  successful  meeting  of  the 
L.  &  T.  Club  on  August  17.  About  250  members  and  friends  took  part  in  the  eve- 
ning's outing  and  enjoyed  every  minute.  Stanley  Francis,  president  of  the  Qub, 
and  hb  committee,  composed  of  David  Polmbar,  Gborob  Honold  and  Thomas 
MacMillan,  were  found  guilty  of  serving  the  best  luncheon  that  the  club  has 
attended  for  some  time.  The  baseball  game  was  won  by  the  Lighting  Company's 
team,  7  to  4.  Some  of  the  plays  were  spectacular.  The  game  was  tied  at  1  until 
the  sixth  inning,  when  a  crowd  of  the  fair  ones  started  to  root  for  the  Electrics. 
The  Tractions  then  gave  up  all  hope.  At  the  dance  in  the  pavilion,  the  Twin  City 
Orchestra  played  the  pep  numbers  that  made  all  the  old  young  again  for  the  rest 
of  the  evening.  The  pavilion  was  beautifully  decorated  with  American  flags  and 
bunting. 

Miss  MAROusRrrB  Rohlman,  of  the  sales  department,  left  on  August  19,  for 
Wakefield,  Mich.,  where  she  b  spending  her  vacation. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Rbes,  attorney,  and  Mr.  S.  B.  Tuell,  receiver,  left  for  Boston  on 
August  20. 

The  Isle  Royale  Copper  Company  has  recently  declared  a  dividend  of  50  cents 
per  share. 

The  village  of  Houghton  and  the  Standard  OA  Company  have  recently  acquired 
property  at  Franklin  Street  curve,  and  work  b  now  under  way  making  thb  curve 
less  abrupt  and  less  dangerous.  The  Standard  Gil  Company  proposes  to  erect  a 
modem  filling  station  at  thb  location. 

Houston,  Tex.,  August  15 

The  post  office  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  amounted  to  ^i>i97,745. 

The  city  council  has  passed  an  ordinance  for  the  construction  of  the  Bayihore 
Ship  Channel  interurban  line. 

The  Houston  Ship  Channel  has  been  awarded  an  appropriation  by  the  Federal 
government,  to  be  used  in  deepening  the  channel  to  30  feet,  from  the  Turning 
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Bann  to  Clinton.  This  will  make  the  port  accessible  to  the  largest  vessels  in  coast- 
wise or  foreign  service. 

The  port  of  Houston  exceeded  all  previous  records  in  exports  of  cotton  to  foreign 
countries  during  the  fiscal  year  just  closed;  a  total  of  477,141  bales  being  shipped 
to  European  ports.  Gross  receipts  for  the  season  were  1,569,590  bales  while  the  net 
receipts  amounted  to  1,163,673  bales. 

Building  permits  for  July  totaled  ^1,624,373,  while  the  total  value  of  permits 
issued  for  the  first  15  days  of  August  amounted  to  ^340,000. 

More  than  $800,000  of  the  $1,100,000  worth  of  improvements  authorized  last 
January  for  the  extension  of  the  Houston  Electric  Company's  franchise  as  granted 
by  the  dty  council,  has  been  expended,  or  is  being  spent,  in  improvements  and 
extensions  to  the  company's  lines. 

Committees  inm  the  Houston  Cotton  Exchange,  the  Merchants'  Exchange  and 
Chamber  of  Conmierce  are  formulating  plans  to  petition  the  Harris  County  Navi- 
gation Board  to  make  improvements  amounting  to  more  than  $3,000,000  at  the 
Houston  Turning  Basin.  Included  in  these  will  be  a  municipal  grain  elevator  to 
cost  not  less  than  $100,000,  with  a  minimum  capacity  of  i,ooo/x)o  bushels. 

The  East  bridge  across  White  Oak  Bayou  on  Heights  Boulevard  has  been  com- 
pleted and  construction  on  the  west  bridge  will  begin  inmiediately. 

Work  on  construction  of  the  new  $600,000  Methodist  hospital  will  be  started 
before  September  i.  The  contract  for  the  first  unit  to  cost  between  $125,000  and 
$150^)00  has  been  awarded. 

Due  to  tKe  slump  in  building  activities  jobs  are  very  hard  to  find  in  Houston 
at  the  present  time,  with  the  exception  of  cotton  pickers  and  wood  choppers. 

Ma.  V.  W.  BBaRY,  of  Fort  Worth,  was  a  visitor  in  our  dty. 

Ma.  R.  G.  Tabbr,  of  the  construction  division  of  Stone  &  Webster,  was  in  town 
looking  over  the  Heights  substation. 

Ma.  G.  S.  Brush  entertained  the  supervisory  force  of  the  transportation  depart- 
ment with  a  picnic  in  Galveston. 

Messrs.  McLinn,  Scanlon  and  Howard,  of  the  Galveston  Electric  Company, 
visited  our  ofiice. 

Mr.  G.  G.  Morse  entertained  the  ofiice  force  with  a  picnic  in  Galveston. 

Mr.  L.  C.  Bradley  has  returned  from  a  vacation  spent  in  the  east. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  T.  Wright  announce  the  birth  of  a  ten-pound  baby  daughter— 
Dorothy  Carolyn —  on  August  13. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Wood  left  for  a  short  trip  to  Colorado. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Harding  has  returned  firom  a  vacation  spent  in  Boston  and  Maine. 

Mr.  C.  a.  Brann  has  returned  to  Houston  after  spending  a  short  time  in  El  Paso. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Bennett  has  gone  to  Colorado  and  will  return  with  Mr.  Wood  in  a 
few  dajTs. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  August  11 

The  managers  of  the  Southeastern  district  met  here,  to  arrange  for  their  share  of 
the  program  at  the  Managers'  Conference  in  Boston  in  October.  It  was  dedded  to 
hold  these  meetings  at  Atlantic  Beach,  and  the  business  of  the  meeting  was  inter- 
q)ersed  with  surf  bathing  and  sight-seeing  trips  to  the  different  beaches.  Those  in 
attendance  were:  Mr.  T.  L.  Small,  Baton  Rouge  Electric  Co.;  Mr.  R.  M.  Hard- 
ING,  Columbus  Power  Ca;  Mr.  B»  L.  Grooms,  Key  West  Electric  Ca;  Mr.  J.  G. 
HoLTZCLAWy  Pensacola  Electric  Co.;  Mr.^C.  Brooks,  Savannah  Electric  &  Power 
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Co.;  Mr.  T.  J.  Hanlon,  Tampa  Electric  G).  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Inole,  Jacksonville 
Traction  Co.,  as  well  as  Mr.  E.  J.  Triay,  receiver  of  the  Jacksonville  Traction  Co. 

Mr.  C.  E.  0*Leary,  trip  sheet  clerk  in  the  accounting  department  visited  his 
people  in  Boston  during  his  vacation. 

Miss  Donna  Boyett,  stenographer  to  the  assistant  treasurer,  drove  down  to 
Tampa  with  her  mother  and  sister  during  her  vacation. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Martzall,  purchasing  agent  of  the  Savannah  Electric  &  Power 
Company,  formerly  occupying  a  similar  position  with  this  company,  spent  part  of 
his  vacation  in  Jacksonville. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Morton,  formerly  safety  first  man  with  the  Jacksonville  Traction 
Company  and  now  secretary 'to  Mr.  R.  C.  Brooics,  manager  of  the  Savannah 
Electric  &  Power  Company,  spent  part  of  his  vacation  here. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Inole  was  a  guest  at  a  dinner  given  by  the  St.  Augustine  Rotarians  at 
St.  Augustine,  Florida,  during  the  month.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Ingle. 

An  interesting  occurrence  during  the  month  was  the  fish  fry  for  the  employees 
given  on  the  wide  lawn  across  the  street  from  the  carbarn  on  Riverside  Avenue. 
Lights  were  strung  between  the  enormous  oakt  on  the  lawn  and  fried  fish,  rolls, 
coffee,  etc.  were  served.  A  unique  feature  of  the  evening's  entertainment  was  the 
radio  concert  and  between  musical  numbers  there  was  broadcast  a  message  from 
Mr.  Inole  himself,  welcoming  the  men  and  urging  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
employees  and  the  public. 

Keokuk,  Ia.,  August  28 

Keokuk  Electric  Company 

Taking  into  consideration  the  strike  situation  during  the  past  month  we  feel 
that  our  industries  have  operated  on  a  very  good  schedule.  In  some  cases  certain 
plants  were  obliged  to  curtail  their  operation  on  account  of  the  coal  shortage,  but 
at  present  most  of  them  are  doing  exceptionally  well.  The  Purity  Oats  Company, 
Iowa  Fibre  Box  Company,  Standard  Four  Tire  Company  and  United  Lead  Com- 
pany (aside  from  their  carbide  department)  are  all  operating  full  capacity.  The 
E.  I.  Du  Pont  de  Nemours  Company,  who  for  several  months  have  been  practically 
closed  down  are  now  operating  at  about  three-fourths  capacity.  The  demand  for 
their  product,  namely,  black  powder,  comes  almost  entirely  from  mining  districts. 
They  inform  us  that  orders  are  now  coming  in  as  a  result  of  some  of  the  mines 
having  resumed  operation. 

The  local  freight  offices  of  both  the  Wabash  and  C.  B.  &  Q.  Railway  advise  that 
the  volume  of  freight  business  for  August  will  show  an  increase  over  July  and  over 
August  of  last  year. 

During  the  past  month  our  wholesale  grocers  have  experienced  some  difficulty 
in  securing  large  shipments  of  various  staple  goods.  Their  largest  business  at  this 
particular  season  is  in  materials  used  for  canning  and  their  difliculty  in  securing 
delivery  in  this  particular  line  has  seriously  handicapped  them  in  keeping  up  with 
their  orders.  The  wholesale  hardware  business  will  show  a  nice  increase  over  the 
previous  month  and  August  of  last  year. 

Business  among  our  retail  merchants  has  held  up  fairly  well  although  the  fall 
trade  among  clothing  and  dry  goods  concerns  is  rather  slow  in  opening  up. 

The  total  kilowatt  hour  output  for  the  first  24  days  in  August  show  an  increase 
of  approximately  110,000  over  July,  and  55,000  over  the  corresponding  month  of 
last  year.  Our  gas  send-out  for  the  same  period  is  approximately  400,000  cubic 
feet  over  July,  and  600,000  cubic  feet  over  August  of  last  year. 
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Aside  from  several  new  residences  now  at  various  stages  of  construction  there  is 
considerable  repair  and  remodeling  work  now  in  progress,  including  the  Hippo- 
drome Theatre  and  one  department  store. 

The  labor  situation  in  thb  locality  has  not  been  seriously  aflFected  by  the  present 
strikes  except  that  some  concerns  were  obliged  to  shut  down  for  a  short  period  at 
some  time  during  the  month.  We  are  advised  that  there  is  a  shortage  of  carpenters 
and  building  trades  men,  and  that  the  £.  I.  Du  Pont  de  Nemours  G)mpany  are  now 
looking  for  suitable  men  for  their  employ. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Alexander,  manager,  was  heartily  welcomed  on  August  25,  by  the 
employees  of  the  Keokuk  Electric  Company  and  his  many  friends,  after  having 
spent  three  months  in  the  East  on  account  of  illness. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Vittinohoff  visited  this  company  on  his  inspection  tour  of  western 
properties. 

Mr.  O.  L.  Reiser,  chief  clerk,  is  now  spending  his  vacation  in  Nebraska. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Clements,  cashier,  is  enjoying  a  two  weeks*  vacation  in  Cedar 
Rapids. 

Miss  F.  M.  Spears,  of  the  sales  department,  is  now  spending  her  vacation  in 
Wisconsin  and  Chicago. 

Mr.  Silas  Brant,  utility  man,  a  veteran  employee  of  this  company,  is  confined 
to  his  home  recuperating  from  a  slight  stroke  of  paralysis. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Carlson,  electric  superintendent,  has  returned  from  a  ten  days' 
camping  trip  with  Battery  A  of  this  city.  Mr.  Carlson  is  a  first  lieutenant  in  this 
organization. 

The  Annual  High  Tension  Club  picnic  was  held  at  the  Hancock  County  Auto 
Club  on  July  27.  The  ofBces  of  all  the  Stone- Webster  properties  in  this  vicinity 
were  closed  for  the  afternoon  in  order  that  everyone  could  attend.  This  was  one  of 
the  best  picnics  ever  sponsored  by  the  club.  A  series  of  aquatic  events  including 
fancy  diving,  racing,  canoe  tilting  and  other  sports  was  carried  out  and  the  winners 
presented  with  beautiful  prizes.  For  those  who  did  not  enter  in  the  water  sports, 
various  other  means  of  entertainment  were  provided,  including  dancing,  tennis  and 
boating. 

Miisissippi  River  Power  Company 

Mr-  Harvin,  of  the  Betterment  Division  of  the  Boston  office,  visited  the  Power 
Company,  August  4,  5  and  6. 

C.  A.  Sears,  manager,  was  a  business  visitor  in  Peoria  and  Springfield,  Illinois, 
and  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  during  the  early  part  of  the  month. 

Mr.  N.  T.  Wilcox,  sales  manager,  returned  August  7  from  Association  Island, 
Henderson  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  where  he  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Edison 
Sales  Managers'  Association  and  Executive  Committee  meetings  of  the  Commer- 
cial section  of  the  N.  E.  L.  A. 

One  of  the  best  picnics  which  the  High  Tension  Club  has  sponsored  was  the  one 
which  was  held  July  27,  at  the  Hancock  County  Motor  Club,  and  which  was  par- 
ticipated in  by  members  of  the  organization  and  their  families,  from  Keokuk, 
Fort  Madison  and  Hamilton,  and  other  points  in  this  division.  The  fun  started  early 
in  the  afternoon,  and  there  was  something  for  the  amusement  of  everyone.  The 
athletic  program  was  composed  entirely  of  water  sports,  and  there  were  all  kinds 
of  races  and  tests  of  aquatic  skill.  Everything  from  a  tub  to  a  canoe  was  utilized, 
and  besides  these  novelty  events  in  the  water  there  were  swimming  races,  diving 
events  and  general  all  around  water  sports.  During  the  afternoon  there  was  dancing 
in  the  club  house,  and  at  supper  time  a  sumptuous  picnic  supper  was  served.  The 
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members  and  their  guests  were  seated  in  groups  about  the  club  house  and  the  lawns. 
Soda  pop  and  ice  cream  was  served  all  during  the  afternoon  and  evening.  Dancing 
was  enjoyed  until  late  in  the  evening.  Special  cars  from  Keokuk  and  Hamilton 
carried  the  guests  home. 

The  picnic  was  one  of  the  most  largely  attended  affairs  the  club  has  given,  and 
as  usual  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  club's  history. 

Kby  West,  Fla.,  August  25 

During  the  past  month  the  cigar  mchtttry  has  shown  quite  an  improvement. 
Fully  200  additional  cigarmakers  were  given  employment  during  the  month.  The 
Santaella  Cigar  G>mpany  of  Tampa,  Florida,  opened  their  branch  factory  on 
August  8,  and  are  now  working  a  force  of  125.  The  Havava-American  Cigar  Com- 
pany, which  has  been  working  approximately  100  cigarmakers  for  the  past  six 
months,  has  increased  its  forces  to  150  during  the  past  month.  Activities  in  the 
sponge  and  fishing  industries  during  the  month  were  not  quite  as  good  as  usual. 

Wholesalers  and  retailers  report  no  noticeable  change  in  business  during  the  past 
month. 

Railway  receipu  for  the  first  25  days  of  this  month  show  an  increase  of  approxi- 
mately 14  per  cent  over  the  receipts  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous 
year.  On  account  of  the  increased  activity  in  the  cigar  factories,  we  bqgan  the 
operation  of  an  extra  car  on  the  22nd  of  this  month. 

Lighting  earnings  compare  favorably  with  the  previous  month's  earnings  and 
continue  to  show  a  small  increcse  over  the  estimate. 

There  were  but  few  real  estate  transfers  reported  during  the  past  month.  Build- 
ing activities  during  August  were  about  normal.  Permits  were  issued  to  cover  two 
new  buildings  at  a  cost  of  l5,6oo.  Also  there  were  several  permits  issued  covering 
additions  and  repairs  amounting  to  approximately  $14,800. 

Mr.  Lester  H.  Fontaine  has  resigned  his  position  as  ledger  clerk  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Belmont,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  Conover,  electrical  engineer,  returned  from  a  month's  vacation 
spent  at  his  home  in  Seattle,  Washington. 

Mr.  George  Monticino,  office  boy,  spent  two  weeks  during  the  month  at  the 
Boy  Scouts'  Annual  Encampment  at  Orlando,  Florida. 

The  Key  West  submarine  base,  capable  of  berthing  50  of  the  largest  undersea 
craft,  constructed  at  a  cost  of  11,650,000,  has  been  completed  and  turned  over  to 
the  Navy  Department. 

A  smoker  was  held  after  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Benefit  Association  at  the 
meeting  room  August  1 1.  The  evening's  entertainment  consisted  of  various  musical 
and  vocal  selections,  several  recitations,  and  a  good  bit  of  comedy.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Monticino  and  Mr.  Harry  Gregory  displayed  unusual  talent  in  their  one  act 
play  "Hungry."  A  quartette  composed  of  Messrs.  Mesa,  Kerchheiner,  Welch 
and  Key,  handed  out  a  real  surprise  with  their  song  "The  Old  Oaken  Bucket  When 
It's  Full."  Refreshments  were  served  during  the  evening.  A  good  attendance  was 
on  hand  and  everyone  described  the  meeting  as  being  the  best  yet. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  August  23 

The  textile  industry  b  experiencing  little  difficulty  from  unsettled  labor  condi- 
tions in  this  city  and  practically  all  the  mills  are  running  at  least  part  time,  although 
none  are  supplied  with  a  large  quantity  of  orders.  The  Bay  State  Cotton  Corpora- 
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tion,  manufacturing  tire  fabric,  temporarily  has  increased  its  production  and  the 
Appleton  G>mpany,  manufacturing  cotton  goods,  has  a  reasonable  number  of 
orders  at  hand  and  is  operating  under  nearly  full  schedule.  The  other  Lowell  miUs 
are  operating  either  several  departments  or  all  departments  depending  on  the 
number  of  orders  at  hand,  and  there  is  no  suffering  among  the  unemployed  at  this 
time. 

Mercantile  establishments  report  a  normal  volume  of  trade  at  the  present  time 
with  a  tendency  to  sell  a  larger  quantity  of  material  at  lower  prices  than  during 
the  previous  year  and  on  the  whole  feel  that  conditions  are  reasonably  satisfactory. 

The  gross  revenue  of  this  company  shows  a  slight  increase  over  the  previous  year 
with  the  tendency  for  continued  gradual  improvement  during  the  immediate 
future.  The  load  on  power  station  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  load  during  the  past 
year,  the  maximum  for  the  month  being  io,oco  kilowatts  and  the  kilowatt  hour 
output  for  the  month  of  July  being  1,644,116  kilowatt  hours. 

Appliance  sales  for  the  month  of  July  resulted  in  an  increase  over  corresponding 
month  previous  year,  and  this  department  shows  a  very  slight  apparent  estimated 
profit. 

There  were  a  few  more  building  permits  issued  in  the  city  of  Lowell  during 
July  in  1912  than  were  issued  during  the  corresponding  month  last  year,  but  the 
only  erection  of  new  buildings  b  for  homes  and  other  building  activity  is  confined 
to  remodeling  both  in  homes  and  in  commercial  buildings,  and  added  to  this  is 
the  building  of  garages  by  the  home  owners  throughout  the  territory,  all  resulting 
in  somewhat  greater  activity  than  during  the  past. 

The  labor  situation  in  Lowell  and  surrounding  territory  is  very  much  unsettled 
and  there  are  many  strikes  which  continue  to  be  in  force,  but  which  do  not  seri- 
ously handicap  any  of  the  industries  in  their  operation. 

Mr.  Everett  T.  Reed,  chief  engineer,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  York  Beach, 
Maine. 

Mr.  Alan  M.  Paintek,  of  the  electrical  department,  has  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  with  the  Wesdnghouse  Electric  and  Manufacturing  G)mpany  in  their 
Bangor,  Nfaine,  office. 

The  outdoor  sub-station  of  the  Abbot  Worsted  G)mpany  in  Forge  Village  is 
under  construction  and  is  to  take  care  of  an  additional  load  of  500  horsepower,  the 
total  capacity  to  be  i,oco  kilowatts. 

Mr.  Arthur  Matthews,  of  the  electrical  department  has  returned  from  a  two 
weeks'  automobile  trip  through  the  western  part  of  Massachusetts. 

Miss  Helena  M.  Sharkey,  of  the  sales  department,  spent  her  vacation  in  Farm 
Point,  Quebec. 

The  golf  enthusiasts  of  the  company  are  anticipating  with  much  interest  the 
second  annual  L.  E.  L.  golf  tournament  which  b  soon  to  take  place  at  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Golf  Club. 

Miss  Evelyn  A.  Wilson  is  at  York  Beach,  Mame,  for  a  two  weeks'  stay. 

Mr.  Raymond  G.  Custer,  of  the  sales  department  recently  returned  from  a  trip 
to  New  York  City  where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  vacation. 

Work  b  under  way  for  extensions  to  the  ornamental  White  Way  street  lighting 
system,  nine  lights  to  be  installed  in  the  Lucy  Larcom  Park  and  17  on  East  Merri- 
mack Street  between  Paul  T.  Kearney  Square  and  the  Lowell  Memorial  Audi- 
torium. 

Mbs  Grace  M.  Murphy,  of  the  accounting  department,  has  returned  from  her 
vacation  which  was  spent  in  automobile  trips  to  New  York  City  and  other  places. 
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MiDDLETOWN,  CoNN.,  AuCUST  24 

The  Brainerd,  Shalcr  &  Hall  Quarry  Company  is  busy  on  a  contract  for  brown- 
stone  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the  Roosevelt  Memorial.  The  first  part  of 
this  month  they  were  successful  in  moving  a  huge  block  of  brownstone  weighing 
approximately  6,000  tons  in  one  blast. 

Wholesale  and  retail  grain  dealers  report  a  decided  increase  in  business.  The 
peach  crop  is  the  largest  and  best  in  several  years. 

Work  on  the  power  line  of  The  River  Feldspar  &  Milling  G)mpany  b  progressing 
satisfactorily.  We  are  receiving  numerous  requests  for  extensions  in  the  outlying 
sections  served  by  this  company. 

The  town  of  Middletown  has  recently  taken  over  three  new  streets  in  what  is 
known  as  the  'Trench  Hill  Section."  This  property  is  being  developed  by  the 
Middletown  Homes,  Inc. 

Mr.  a.  a.  Packard  has  been  appointed  local  manager  of  the  Middletown 
division. 

Mr.  H.  a.  Hippler,  formerly  of  the  New  London  division,  has  taken  over  his 
duties  as  general  superintendent  of  the  Middletown  division. 

Messrs.  Bird,  Trull,  Kebbe  and  Curran  were  visitors  in  Middletown  this 
month. 

Misses  Smith,  Kalesz  and  Parmelee  enjoyed  a  vacation  during  this  month. 

Mr.  Packard  has  returned  from  a  fishing  trip  in  northern  Vermont  and  Canada. 

Messrs.  Jones  and  Bolton,  of  New  London,  were  visitors  in  Middletown. 

The  employees  of  the  Middletown  division  are  looking  forward  with  great 
pleasure  to  the  annual  picnic  which  will  be  held  at  Gales  Ferry,  Tuesday,  August  29. 

Mr.  Packard  attended  the  National  Safety  Convention  in  Detroit  which  was 
held  from  August  28  to  September  i,  inclusive.  He  was  also  present  at  the  New 
England  managers*  meeting  at  Pawtucket,  R.  L 

New  London,  Conn.,  August  25 

Industrial  plants  in  New  London  are  all  very  active.  The  Babcock  Printing 
Press  Company  has  added  25  or  30  men  to  its  forces.  The  Edward  Bloom  Com- 
pany, silk  mill,  has  built  a  large  addition  and  the  New  England  Carpet  Lining 
Company  has  enlarged  its  factory  on  Water  Street. 

In  Waterford,  at  Quaker  Hill,  an  old  mill  is  being  repaired  and  made  ready  for 
business.  We  expect  to  connect  about  100  horsepower  at  this  mill. 

The  fruit  and  vegetable  crops  have  been  good  this  year  and  retailers  are  having 
their  usual  summer  trade. 

The  earnings  of  the  New  London  division  of  The  Connecticut  Power  Company 
show  an  increase  over  last  year  in  both  electric  and  gas  departments.  Kilowatt 
output  increased  34  per  cent  and  gas  send-out  increased  8.5  per  cent.  Numerous 
short  extensions  are  in  progress. 

Many  homes  are  being  built  thb  summer  and  a  great  number  of  small  garages. 
Two  factories  have  built  additions. 

Good  labor  is  scarce  due  to  much  road  construcrion  which  is  being  done  this 
summer. 

Mr.  H.  a.  Hippler  has  been  transferred  to  the  Middletown  division  where  he 
is  now  superintendent. 

An  informal  picnic  was  held  on  July  29  at  Gardner's  Point.  Members  of  the 
CoPoCo  Club  left  New  London  by  automobile  after  work  and  enjoyed  sports  and 
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basket  lunches  during  the  afternoon.  In  the  evening  the  party  moved  to  Riverbend 
Casino  and  enjoyed  dancing. 

The  annual  outing  will  be  held  August  29  at  Brown's  Crossing  on  the  banks  of 
the  Thames  River.  A  very  fine  program  has  been  laid  out  and  every  one  is  looking 
forward  to  a  banner  time. 

Paducah,  Ky.,  August  25 

Generally,  business  feels  the  effect  of  the  idleness  of  approximately  one  thou- 
sand strikers  in  the  railroad  shop  crafts  here.  Tobacco  sales  for  the  month  have 
been  very  light.  Weather  conditions,  however,  have  been  ideal  for  tobacco  grow- 
ing and  local  farmers  are  quite  optimistic  over  the  prospects  for  thb  year's  crops. 

Prices  on  all  grades  of  lumber  remain  firm  and  in  some  instances  there  has  been 
a  slight  increase.  Twenty  new  houses  have  been  built  in  Paducah  this  summer 
and  others  are  in  process  of  construction. 

The  Claussner  Knitting  Mills,  with  a  capitalization  of  1 100,000,  has  been  or- 
ganized by  local  business  men  to  manufacture  full-fashioned  silk  hose.  They  have 
purchased  a  building  on  South  Second  Street  and  expect  to  begin  operation  about 
October  15.  This  plant  is  to  include  electric  drive  and  the  load  will  be  approxi- 
mately 50  kilowatt.  This  new  industry  will  give  employment  to  approximately 
fifty  people  at  the  start. 

The  Illinois  Central  Raikoad  have  placed  orders  for  additional  equipment  in 
their  shops  here  and  they  will  increase  their  present  load  approximately  250  kilo- 
watts. 

As  the  result  of  the  coal  strike  in  other  fields,  the  West  Kentucky  mines  have 
been  working  to  full  capacity  and  thb  has  increased  the  movement  of  coal  through 
Paducah  far  ahead  of  anything  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  has  ever  experienced. 
In  order  to  handle  this  increased  traffic  they  are  building  several  miles  of  addi- 
tional track  near  the  Island  Creek  district. 

Preliminary  work  on  the  city's  ^500,000  sewer  construction  project  b  under 
way.  The  contractor  has  several  working  units  on  the  ground  and  actual  exca- 
vation will  start  in  a  few  days. 

Postal  receipts  show  a  gain  of  at  least  |2o,ooo  over  last  year.  Receipts  for 
the  first  six  months  of  1922  will  exceed  $64,000. 

New  machinery  is  being  installed  daily  at  the  International  Shoe  Company's 
new  plant  and  when  in  full  operation  they  will  employ  approximately  one  thou- 
sand workers.  Their  demand  increased  this  month  from  240  to  280  kilowatt  and 
when  under  full  operation  will  exceed  300  kilowatt. 

The  new  planing  mill  of  the  King  Mill  &  Lumber  Company  is  now  in  operation 
and  connected  to  our  lines,  with  a  connection  load  of  approximately  25  kilowatts. 

The  Cohankus  Manufacturing  Company  is  shut  down  temporarily,  due  to 
their  inability  to  obtain  sufficient  cotton. 

The  Paducah  Hosiery  Mills  is  shut  down  for  a  few  weeks  in  order  to  make  some 
changes  and  repairs  to  their  machinery. 

The  City  Consumers'  Company  is  drawing  plans  for  the  construction  of  a  60 
or  75  ton  per  day  raw  water  ice  plant,  to  be  located  somewhere  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  city  where  they  can  obtain  rail  connection,  to  supply  the  wholesale 
trade.  They  are  considering  electric  drive  with  synchronous  motors,  with  a  con- 
nected load  of  approximately  200  kilowatts. 

The  Paducah  Box  &  Basket  Company  are  working  to  full  capacity  in  an  effort 
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to  meet  the  large  demand  for  their  product,  caused  by  the  unusually  large  fruit 
crop  this  season. 

The  Nagle  Canning  factory  have  obtained  coal  under  priority  orders  and  are 
working  a  large  force  of  men  canning  tomatoes. 

Wholesale  dealers  report  business  conditions  for  August  to  be  on  about  the 
same  level  as  July. 

Retail  merchants  are  holding  mid-summer  sales  now  and  this  they  claim  b 
tending  to  ofiBset  the  slight  slump  in  purchases,  caused  by  the  strike. 

The  recent  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Henry  Rudy,  the  active  head  of  J.  A.  Rudy 
&  Sons,  large  retail  store  here,  has  taken  from  the  community  one  of  its  most 
popular  and  active  business  men. 

There  have  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  20  building  permits  issued  during  the 
last  few  weeks  for  both  new  construction  and  repairs. 

Mr.  Robert  L.  Gifford,  gas  superintendent,  is  visiting  relatives  and  gas 
companies  in  the  east. 

Mr.  Pearcy  Quinn  has  joined  our  organization  as  general  bookkeeper. 

Mr.  David  Daly,  district  manager,  visited  these  companies  during  the  month. 

Mr.  Horace  Williams,  of  the  accounting  department,  was  married  during 
the  month  to  Miss  Frances  Leake,  of  this  city. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Shepherd,  of  the  distribution  office,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
general  office. 

Four  members  of  our  organization  took  prominent  parts  in  a  presentarion  of 
"The  Mikado,"  given  at  the  Orphcum  Theatre  under  the  auspices  of  the  Women's 
Club,  on  behalf  of  the  Scholarship  Fund. 

Mr.  a.  S.  Nichols,  manager,  with  a  party  of  prominent  citizens,  recently  spent 
a  day  up  the  Tennessee  River  on  Mr.  Nichols'  launch,  the  Electra. 

Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  August  23 

Blackstone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  Company 

While  there  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  condition  of  business  with 
local  industries  during  the  past  month,  there  has  been  no  decided  change.  The 
railway  and  miners  strike  are  probably  having  an  indirect  eflFect  on  local  concerns. 
There  is  some  improvement  with  the  cotton  industry.  Jenckes  Spinning  Company 
are  operating  about  80  per  cent  of  normal  and  from  the  indication  of  power  taken 
by  J.  &  P.  Coats  their  business  is  fairly  satisfactory. 

Business  with  the  machinery  manufacturers  still  continues  to  be  good,  and 
the  nut  and  bolt  business  has  also  shown  a  decided  improvement. 

There  are  indications  of  a  slight  improvement  in  the  woolen  and  worsted  indus- 
tries, but  very  little  improvement  in  the  silk  business. 

Local  retail  merchants  report  that  their  business  is  not  good. 

While  the  company's  business  shows  a  decided  improvement  over  the  busi- 
ness of  several  months  ago,  there  has  been  no  marked  change  during  the  past 
month.  We  feel,  however,  that  conditions  will  be  somewhat  better  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year.  Some  of  our  large  power  customers  seem  to  be  doing  good 
business.  The  Crown  Manufacturing  Company  load  has  reached  1,650  kilowatts 
and  Wayposet  1^450  kilowatts  which  is  the  maximum  on  record.  J.  &  P.  Coats 
Company  were  shut  down  for  a  period  of  ten  days  duripg  holidays  and  while 
making  repairs,  but  have  now  started  up  taking  4,000  kilowatts  in  the  daydme 
and  from  2,800  to  3,000  kilowatts  at  night.  We  have  secured  a  new  contract  with 
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the  H.  &.  B.  American  Machine  G>mpany  for  i^ooo  kva.  which  will  about  double 
their  present  load  on  our  system.  We  have  also  secured  a  number  of  small  loads — 
the  Union  Wadding  G>mpany  134  kva.,  Pawtucket  Manufacturing  G)mpany 
000  kva.  and  the  Rhode  Island  Glass  Work  250  kva.  Since  January  we  have  taken 
in  our  power  division  1,400  kva.  of  new  business. 

While  there  has  been  considerable  activity  in  real  estate  and  residence  con- 
struction, there  has  been  no  large  developments  in  building. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  labor  situation. 

Mr.  Dan  Lennok  announces  the  birth  of  a  son,  John  Stephen,  on  July  28. 

Mr.  W.  I.  Sturtevant  has  returned  from  a  six  day  fishing  trip  to  the  White 
Mountains. 

Mr.  Gardner  Rogers  has  left  for  two  weeks'  vacation  at  his  summer  home  on 
Buzzards  Bay. 

Mr.  EIarl  Milliken,  assistant  manager  of  Blackstone  Valley  Gas  &  Electric 
G>mpany,  has  returned  from  a  month's  vacation  at  Sidney. 

Mrs.  F.  B.  Martin,  formerly  with  the  Lynn  Gas  &  Electric  G)mpany,  has 
come  with  this  company  to  take  charge  of  floor  sales  in  our  merchandise  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Henry  Edward  Richards,  instructor  in  the  North  Western  University, 
has  been  spending  the  past  month  perfecting  a  safety  organization  in  our  com- 
pany. 

The  Pawtucket  Gas  Company 

There  is  very  little  change  in  general  business  conditions.  Most  of  the  mills 
have  secured  sufficient  help  to  fill  their  orders.  The  manufacturers  report  that 
August  is  always  quiet  and  quite  a  number  of  mills  have  closed  for  a  period  of  a 
week  or  ten  days  in  order  to  make  the  necessary  repairs.  Many  of  the  mills  are 
running  on  a  full  day  schedule  and  in  some  few  cases  night  shifts  are  being  worked. 

The  silk  people  state  that  the  recent  flurry  has  died  out  and  orders  are  very 
few,  but  look  for  a  revival  by  the  middle  of  September.  The  cotton  market  is  dull 
and  quiet.  Manufacturers  generally  are  optimistic  and  expect  large  orders  as 
soon  as  the  vacadon  season  ends.  The  workers  in  brass  and  steel  report  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  number  of  orders  received. 

The  Bryan-Marsh  G)mpany  and  the  Rhode  Island  Glass  G)mpany  report 
good  orders. 

Wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  an  increase  and  expect  with  the  general 
improvement  in  the  strike  situation  to  see  very  much  more  satisfactory  business. 

The  outlook  for  a  large  increase  in  both  the  sale  of  gas  and  electricity  is  excel- 
lent. There  is  a  great  shortage  of  fuel  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  coal  dealers  it  will 
be  impossible  to  obtain  sufficient  fuel  to  supply  all  demands.  Consequently,  there 
will  be  a  big  demand  for  gas  appliances  of  every  kind,  particularly  in  heaters. 
We  understand  that  quite  a  number  of  our  manufacturing  concerns  who  realize 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  supply  their  mills,  due  to  the  shortage  of  coal,  have 
already  made  inquiries  as  to  the  possibility  of  being  supplied  with  electric  power. 

There  is  no  let  up  in  the  activity  of  the  real  estate  market.  Some  very  heavy 
purchases  have  been  made  by  M.  J.  Gallagher  &  Company,  who  have  recently 
bought  a  large  portion  of  the  land  holdings  of  the  late  Frank  A.  Sayles.  These  lots 
are  to  be  sold  immediately  and  as  they  are  in  the  most  desirable  portion  of  the  city, 
there  is  no  question  but  what  many  buildings  will  be  erected  thereon. 

The  building  trade  is  very  active.  Quite  a  number  of  the  larger  concerns  are 
planning  large  additions  to  their  present  buildings,  and  the  number  of  dwelling 
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houses  and  garages  show  a  marked  increase  over  the  corresponding  month  of  a 
year  ago.  The  building  inspector  reports  22  permits  issued,  amounting  to  ^298,300. 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  August  25 

The  local  plant  of  the  American  Agricultural  Chemical  G).  will  open  opera- 
tions on  September  i,  after  a  complete  shut-down  of  nearly  three  years.  This 
plant  affords  steady  employment  to  between  two  and  three  hundred  men. 

The  Weis-Patterson  Lumber  Co.  is  now  putting  out  their  normal  output  of 
cypress  lumber  and  is  shipping  from  five  to  ten  carloads  of  material  per  day.  This 
plant  has  just  completed  the  construction  of  a  dry  kiln  with  a  capacity  of  75,000 
board  feet  and  when  it  is  in  regular  operation  their  shipments  will  increase.  They 
have  also  just  completed  a  planing  mill  with  a  capacity  of  50,000  feet  per  day 
to  handle  their  business  in  the  line  of  dressed  material. 

The  Bruce  Dry  Dock  has  been  active  during  the  past  month  in  the  repair  of 
vessels. 

Conditions  remain  satisfactory  in  the  agricultural  districts  contiguous  to  Pen- 
sacola and  the  wholesale  houses  report  satisfactory  summer  wholesale  business. 

Turpentine  and  rosin  industry  in  the  country  is  active  and  labor  is  finding 
employment  in  the  turpentine  camps  far  better  than  for  several  years. 

There  is  not  much  change  in  retail  business  conditions.  Merchants  report  fair 
trade  conditions,  but  not  up  to  expectations. 

Location  changes  are  still  being  noticed  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
business  center  is  moving  north  on  Palafox  Street. 

The  condition  of  the  company's  business  is  satisfactory  and  its  outlook  for  the 
future  is  brighter  than  ever  before.  Passenger  receipts  are  holding  up  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  months  and  freight  business  is  very  good.  The  operation 
of  Bimey  cars  will  be  commenced  in  September,  at  which  time  service  in  both 
directions  around  the  East  Hill  will  be  inaugurated. 

Light  and  power  business  has  been  very  good  for  some  months  and  is  bound 
to  increase  in  the  immediate  future.  The  Naval  air  station  has  come  on  our  lines 
for  their  full  power  requirements.  The  Pensacola  Shipbuilding  Co.  has  decided 
to  close  down  its  power  plant  and  use  our  current  for  their  entire  operation. 

There  have  been  no  real  estate  transfers  of  importance  during  the  month.  Real 
estate  deals  which  are  brought  about  are  of  minor  consequence  in  every  res]>ect. 
There  have  been  no  building  activities  except  in  the  line  of  residences  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  end  to  this  class  of  construction. 

Construction  work  on  the  Gulf  Beach  highway  has  been  held  up  some  by  in- 
ability to  secure  rolling  stock,  but  it  is  stated  that  this  is  progressing  as  satis- 
factorily as  could  be  expected  under  the  conditions.  The  county  commissioners 
expect  to  let  contract  within  the  next  few  weeks  for  additional  highway  to  the 
extent  of  six  or  eight  miles. 

The  almost  normal  activity  in  the  various  industries  in  Pensacola  has  had  a 
splendid  effect  on  employment  conditions,  augmented  by  the  construction  work 
on  the  numerous  highways  and  street  paving  jobs.  The  United  States  Naval 
Air  Station  has  recently  put  on  120  permanent  employees  and  are  advertising 
for  more.  This  is  brought  about  by  the  institution  of  land  plane  practice  at  this 
station  and  is  permanent  in  its  nature. 

Miss  Janet  Foster,  who  has  been  with  the  company  for  quite  a  while  as  sten- 
ographer in  the  accounting  department,  has  left  the  organization  to  go  to  school 
in  Shelbyville,  Tenn.  During  the  time  of  her  employment  she  made  many  friends 
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in  the  company  all  of  whom  regret  her  decision  to  leave.  Several  days  before  she 
departed  she  was  the  guest  of  honor  on  a  bay  party,  given  by  all  the  office  em- 
ployees and  the  department  heads  and  their  families  at  Saufley  Beach,  and  on 
her  departure  she  was  presented  with  a  beautiful  silver  pen  and  pencil  set  as  a 
token  of  esteem  in  which  she  was  held  by  the  employees  of  the  company. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Tete,  Bayshore  freight  agent,  has  returned  from  a  two  weeks* 
vacation. 

Miss  Jane  Young,  of  the  accounting  department,  has  returned  from  her  vaca- 
tion. 

Mr.  Stanley  Wolfe  has  recently  entered  the  accounting  department  in  the 
capacity  of  bill  clerk  succeeding  Miss  Aones  Kerle  who  left  the  employ  of  the 
company  in  August. 

Miss  Kirk  Gibbons,  of  Tampa,  is  the  guest  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  H.  I.  Shannon, 
at  her  home  on  North  Barcelona  Street. 

Mr.  F.  a.  Kroner,  of  the  General  Electric  Company  and  Mr.  Thomas,  of  the 
Safety  Car  Devices  Company,  are  spending  some  time  in  Pensacola  in  connec- 
tion with  the  inauguration  of  our  safety  car  service  and  the  training  of  our  opera- 
tors. 

Mr.  Clarence  B.  Melton,  chief  clerk,  has  been  elected  president  of  the  newly 
organized  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce.  This  body  is  composed  of  the  younger 
business  men  of  the  city  and  is  subsidiary  to  the  Pensacola  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 

Ponce,  P.  R.,  August  12 

Activity  in  the  industrial  and  commercial  fields  of  the  island  still  remains  low, 
as  this  is  the  off-season  for  sugar,  coffee  and  tobacco,  which  are  the  principal 
crops  in  the  vicinity  of  Ponce.  It  is  thought  that  one  of  the  largest  tobacco  fac- 
tories  in  Ponce  will  begin  operating  on  a  50  per  cent  basis  sometime  in  September. 
If  this  condition  comes  about  it  will  be  the  first  real  manufacturing  of  cigars  which 
has  been  done  in  Ponce  since  January,  1921. 

The  local  wholesale  and  retail  business  in  Ponce  is  very  inactive  at  this  time, 
there  being  practically  no  wholesale  shipments  of  either  sugar  or  coffee.  The  retail 
merchants  find  that  there  is  sale  only  for  absolute  necessities. 

There  are  very  few  real  estate  transactions  at  this  time  and  many  residences 
are  vacant  due  to  the  fact  that  during  the  summer  months  when  schools  were 
closed  many  people  moved  with  their  children  to  the  country.  There  b  very  little 
building  of  small  houses  going  on  at  this  time.  Recently  construction  on  one  bank 
building  and  one  commercial  house  has  been  started. 

There  seems  to  have  been  quite  a  decrease  recently  in  common  labor  rates. 
It  is  estimated  that  common  laborers  in  the  sugar  fields  will  be  paid  |i.oo  per 
day  for  this  year's  crop,  whereas  it  has  been  nearly  |2.oo  per  day. 

There  have  been  quite  a  good  many  showers  recently,  which  have  aided  con- 
siderably the  irrigation  of  fields  where  sugar  and  other  products  have  been  planted. 
Abo  these  showers  have  been  suflicient  in  number  to  partially  fill  the  rivers  which 
have  been  dry  for  many  months  and  consequently  we  have  been  able  to  secure  a 
good  deal  of  water  from  the  river  for  condensing  purposes  at  the  station. 

Mr.  Harry  A.  Walsh,  engineer  at  the  power  station,  left  San  Juan,  August 
2,  for  a  six  weeks'  vacation  in  the  states.  Mr.  Walsh  has  been  in  Ponce  since 
November,  1920,  and  expects  to  return  about  the  first  of  September. 

On  August  II  Mr.  Reginald  Burr  arrived  from  the  States  to  take  up  the 
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dudes  of  assistant  to  the  superintendent,  which  position  has  been  filled  by  Mr. 
Frank  A.  Tract  who  left  for  the  Sutes  on  August  16.  Mr.  Tracy  has  been  with 
the  company  in  Ponce  since  Noyember,  1920,  and  was  well  Hked  by  all  of  his 
associates.  He  will  be  married  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  States  to  Miss  Gladys 
Phalen. 

We  were  recently  visited  by  Mr.  L.  £.  Gowuno,  who  is  now  with  the  Havana 
Electric  Light  G>mpany.  Mr.  Gowuno  was  a  former  chief  engineer  in  our  power 
station. 

Construction  has  been  started  on  a  new  bank  building  for  the  Credito  y  Ahorro 
Ponceno.  This  will  be  a  magnificent  structure  facing  the  Plaza  and  will  cost  ap- 
proximately |6o,ooo. 

Reno,  Nev.,  August  29 

The  local  business  houses  report  no  material  change  in  conditions.  Prices  are 
holding  about  the  same,  although  the  wholesale  price  on  some  commodities  has 
been  advanced,  but  the  increase  is  not  expected  to  hold. 

The  railroad  strike  condition  in  Sparks  has  not  changed.  It  is  stated  that  enough 
men  are  now  employed  to  take  care  of  all  necessary  repair  work  and  to  date  there 
has  been  no  cancellation  of  any  trains. 

Shipments  of  lambs  to  eastern  markets  from  the  northern  Nevada  ranges  have 
been  quite  heavy  during  the  past  month. 

The  federal  judge,  who  has  the  company's  gas  rate  case  under  advisement,  b 
going  to  San  Francisco  for  at  least  three  weeks  to  assist  the  judges  of  the  Federal 
Court  there  to  clean  up  their  overcrowded  calendars.  The  possibility  of  receiving 
an  early  decision  does  not  look  very  promising. 

The  Pacific  Fruit  Express  Company's  ice  plant  at  Sparks  b  now  operating  at  full 
capacity  and  it  will  conrinue  to  do  so  for  another  month  and  possibly  longer. 

The  power  demand  of  the  United  Comstock  Mines  Company  b  increasing  as 
they  are  now  testing  out  the  large  motors  on  the  ball  miUs  and  crushers. 

The  real  estate  market  continues  dull  with  very  little  transfer  of  property.  Build- 
ing of  small  houses  b  being  carried  on  quite  extensively.  The  construction  of  two 
large  garages  b  underway  and  the  addirion  to  the  Golden  Hotel  b  being  pushed  as 
rkpidly  as  possible. 

There  still  continues  to  be  a  shortage  of  labor  for  the  farms  and  ranches.  There 
are  numbers  of  men  around  the  towns  who  will  not  work  unless  forced  to  it.  Prac- 
tically all  of  the  striking  shopmen  have  found  work  either  in  the  hay  fields  or  in 
the  lumber  camps. 

Miss  Vera  Ries,  who  was  a  clerk  in  the  engineering  department  for  the  past  two 
years,  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  on  August  3.  She  b  greatly  missed  by 
the  entire  office  force.  Miss  Bessie  Jones,  who  has  been  on  the  switchboard  during 
the  summer,  has  taken  Miss  Ries'  place. 

Mr.  Wentworth  is  spending  hb  vacation  at  Santa  Cruz,  Cal.,  where  he  b  enjoy- 
ing the  surf  bathing,  also  spending  some  time  at  Del  Monte,  where  there  is  a  very 
fine  golf  course.  He  b  expected  back  about  August  28. 

Mrs.  Leeper,  stenographer,  has  returned  from  her  vacation  spent  at  Santa 
Cruz,  Monterey,  and  San  Francisco,  and  Miss  Porcher,  also  stenographer,  left 
Saturday  for  Portland,  Ore.,  to  spend  her  vacation. 

Miss  Leona  Metzoer,  ledger  clerk,  b  now  on  her  vacation  and  b  expected  back 
at  the  office  about  the  first. 
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Mr.  H.  ViTTiNOHOPPy  gas  engineer  from  the  Boston  office,  arrived  in  Reno  on 
August  23,  and  expects  to  be  widi  us  for  at  least  a  week. 

Mr.  Cupford,  sales  agent,  b  leaving  for  San  Francisco  on  August  24  to  attend 
the  commercial  section  meeting  of  the  Pacific  G>ast  Gas  Association. 

Mr.  Ralph  Smith,  who  has  been  foreman  at  the  Washoe  power  house  for  several 
years,  has  been  transferred  to  Reno  as  head  of  the  mechanical  department,  and 
Mr.  Harry  Beers  has  taken  his  place. 

Mr.  Buster  Brown,  who  has  been  operating  at  the  Washoe  station,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Farad  power  plant  as  foreman. 

Mr.  Campbell  is  in  San  Francisco  on  business  and  expects  to  be  back  on 
August  28. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  August  25 

No  noticeable  improvement  in  the  industrial  situation  in  Savannah  character- 
ized the  month.  The  depression  which  has  existed  in  Savannah  for  a  considerable 
period  continues  with  very  little  change,  although  there  are  some  indications 
that  the  fertilizer  factories,  which  have  been  practically  at  a  stand-still,  will  gradu- 
ally resume  operations  in  the  near  future.  The  sugar  refinery  has  continued  opera- 
tions at  capacity  but  the  Diamond  Match  factory  was  obliged  to  curtail  its  busi- 
ness because  of  conditions  arising  from  the  railroad  strike.  Although  the  coal 
situation  in  Georgia  is  bad,  a  number  of  the  local  industries  bum  oil  and  are  there- 
fore not  effected  by  the  strike  in  that  respect. 

There  is  a  gratifying  amount  of  activity  in  the  shipping  industry  in  Savannah 
for  thb  period  of  the  year.  The  Naval  stores  exports  practically  equal  the  ship- 
ments for  the  same  period  in  1921  and  lumber  shipments  show  a  big  increase  over 
last  year. 

The  custom  receipts  for  July,  1922,  amounted  to  $665,735  or  neariy  double 
those  of  the  previous  July  but,  however,  less  than  the  receipts  of  June,  1922. 

The  post  office  receipts  for  Savannah  for  the  month  of  July,  1922,  amounted  to 
134,826  and  show  an  increase  of  4  per  cent  over  the  same  month  last  year. 

The  cotton  market  continues  steady.  The  Naval  stores  market  remains  some- 
what quiet.  The  cotton  receipts  for  the  1921-1922  season  ending  July  31,  1922, 
indicate  slightly  better  conditions  during  that  season  in  comparison  with  the 
previous  season.  The  total  receipts  of  cotton  during  the  12  months  ending  July 
31,  1922,  amounted  to  762,681  bales  as  compared  with  738,863  bales  during  the 
1920-1921  season. 

Except  for  the  increased  retail  business  due  to  the  summer  clearance  sales 
local  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  very  little  business. 

The  Bimey  safety  cars  are  operating  satisfactorily  on  both  the  Habersham 
Street  and  the  A.  &  B.  Belt  Lines  and  although  a  slight  falling  off  of  travel  occured 
00  the  Habersham  Street  line,  the  riding  on  that  line  still  shows  a  considerable 
increase  over  the  period  prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  safety  cars. 

Our  plant  production  which  is  considerably  below  that  for  the  corresponding 
period  in  Ai^;ust,  1921,  clearly  indicates  the  continued  curtailment  of  die  local 
industries.  This  condition-  has  been  further  accentuated  recently  by  the  unsea- 
sonable cool  weather  influencing  the  power  consumption  of  the  ice  factories  and 
the  city  water  pumps. 

There  has  been  considerable  activity  in  the  real  estate  business  during  the 
month,  several  important  transfers  of  business  property  having  been  made.  During 
the  month  of  July  67  building  permits  were  issued  valued  at  |i 64,500.  Although 
this  valuation  was  exceeded  in  July,  1921,  the  total  value  of  building  permits 
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issued  during  the  seven  months  of  this  year  is  larger  than  for  the  same  period  in 
1921. 

There  has  been  no  apparent  reduction  in  the  number  of  unemployed  in  Savan- 
nah, while  several  employees  of  the  Diamond  Match  Company  have  been  tera> 
porarily  forced  out  of  work,  due  to  the  closing  down  of  that  plant. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Brooks,  manager,  attended  the  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the 
Southeastern  district  which  was  held  in  Jacksonville,  August  24,  25  and  26. 

Miss  Octavla  Beckham,  stenographer  in  the  sales  department,  has  returned 
from  her  vacation  which  was  sjxnt  in  Henderson ville,  N.  C. 

Mr.  V.  E.  Abbott,  chief  clerk,  and  W.  B.  Newell,  of  the  engineering  depart* 
ment,  left  on  August  19  to  spend  their  vacations  at  their  homes  in  Maine  and 
Massachusetts  respectively. 

With  an  attendance  of  about  one  thousand,  composed  of  the  employees,  their 
families  and  guests,  the  Savannah  Electric  Benefit  Associarion  held  its  twelfth 
annual  outing  at  the  Country  Club  on  August  3.  The  girls  and  boys  from  all  of 
the  orphan  homes  in  the  city  were  invited  as  guests,  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
being  present.  This  outing  proved  to  be  a  very  enjoyable  affair,  although  a  few  of 
the  sports  had  to  be  dispensed  with  at  the  afternoon  session  because  of  a  heavy 
shower. 

The  outing  was  held  in  two  sessions  to  enable  all  employees  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  attending  either  one  or  the  other.  Athleric  contests,  music  and  dancing. 
Punch  and  Judy  show  for  the  children,  ball  games  and,  finally,  a  sell-prepared 
dinner  were  the  features  of  the  event.  The  lemonade  barrel  attracted  a  great  deal 
of  attention  and  350  gallons  of  lemonade  were  consumed  during  the  day. 

The  morning  baseball  game  between  the  transportation  department  and  a 
team  picked  from  all  other  departments  resulted  in  a  6  to  4  victory  for  the  trans- 
portation men.  The  morning  1 00-yard  dash  was  won  by  William  Bray,  motor- 
man,  while  the  afternoon  contest  was  won  by  C.  H.  Herrick,  secretary  to  Mr. 
Foss.  The  fat  man's  race  was  won  by  J.  Bazemore,  inspector,  W.  M.  Pender, 
trainman,  coming  second.  The  rope  throwing  contest  for  height  and  accuracy  was 
won  by  W.  T.  Sneed,  station  electrician,  W.  P.  Smith,  line  foreman,  coming  a  close 
second.  The  tug  of  war,  relay  race  and  afternoon  ball  game  were  called  off  because 
of  the  weather. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Martzall  is  spending  his  vacation  at  his  home  in  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Mrs.  G.  a.  Glover  is  filling  the  position  of  telephone  operator  in  the  absence  of 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Brown,  who  is  enjoying  a  two  weeks*  vacation. 

The  Connective  Club,  composed  of  members  of  the  line,  power  and  underground 
departments,  enjoyed  a  dinner  on  the  evening  of  August  25,  in  the  line  department 
building. 

On  August  17,  the  baseball  game  between  the  transportation  department,  and 
all  other  departments  which  was  postponed  from  the  outing,  was  played  off.  This 
game  was  won  by  the  transportation  department  with  a  score  of  7  to  4.  The  trans- 
portation team  was  under  the  leadership  of  E.  L.  Brown,  inspector,  while  A.  F. 
SoLMS,  claim  agent,  acted  as  manager  of  the  all  other  department  team.  W.  H. 
Kennedy,  assistant  treasurer,  displayed  his  ability  as  umpire  at  this  game. 

Seattle,  Wash.,  August  24 

Lumbering  continues  excellent.  There  was  a  slight  drop  in  production  due  to 
forest  fires,  but  conditions  are  again  normal.  The  cut  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1922  exceeded  all  but  one,  over  three  billion  feet  being  cut — valued  at  ^70,000,000. 
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Fishing  conditions  are  bad,  the  local  salmon  pack  being  the  smallest  on  record. 
The  Alaska  salmon  pack  is  considerably  better  than  the  local  pack.  Halibut  and 
herring  conditions  are  excellent. 

Small  fruit  growers  had  a  good  season.  The  apple  crop  is  estimated  at  about 
90  per  cent  of  last  year's. 

The  coal  mines  are  running  normally,  and  the  fall  coal  buying  has  started  with  a 
rush,  retail  dealers  being  unable  to  supply  the  demand.  This,  undoubtedly,  is  a 
reaction  from  the  strike  as  there  is  no  danger  of  a  shortage  in  this  district. 

Wholesale  business  continues  to  improve.  A  slight  gain  over  July  this  year  was 
made  and  a  pronounced  increase  over  August,  1921. 

Retail  business  is  holding  up  reasonably  well,  but  is  not  quite  so  good  as  for  July. 

The  company's  business  showed  a  slight  increase  for  the  month,  and  indications 
are  that  business  will  continue  to  improve. 

Real  estate  is  quiet  and  below  normal,  but  with  a  slight  feeling  of  optimism. 
Building  is  good,  the  principal  activity  being  in  small  homes  and  apartments.  The 
Elks  Club  announces  the  building  of  a  1 1,000,000  annex,  construction  of  which  will 
begin  very  soon. 

Labor  conditions  in  this  district  are  excellent.  There  is  no  surplus  of  common 
labor  and  the  demand  for  skilled  labor  has  improved. 

The  long  dry  spell  was  broken  after  75  days  with  a  heavy  rain  covering  the  whole 
Northwest.  The  rain  improved  logging  conditions,  put  out  the  fires  and  improved 
conditions  generally,  but  was  too  late  to  aid  the  farmers  materially. 

Reports  from  the  offices  of  the  Stone  &  Webster  Division  of  G)nstruction  and 
Engineering  concerning  the  progress  of  the  Wenatchee  transmission  line  extension 
are  to  the  effect  that  the  end  of  August  will  see  the  completion  of  the  right-of-way 
over  the  Wenatchee  mountains,  a  stretch  of  24  miles.  The  right-of-way  over  the 
Cascade  Mountains  is  also  cleared  and  about  60  per  cent  of  the  location  has  been 
completed.  There  are  400  men  at  work,  a  majority  of  whom  are  engaged  on  clearing. 
Ahead  of  the  work  are  five  parries  of  engineers.  Foundarions  for  towers  are  being 
put  in  and  the  first  pole  was  set  August  17.  Poles  have  been  distributed  over  the 
Cascade  range  and  the  first  car  load  of  wire  has  been  received  at  Ellensburg  and  is 
now  being  distributed.  The  roads  are  now  in  good  condition  and  there  has  been  just 
enough  rain  to  keep  the  dust  down.  Thus  far  all  conditions  have  favored  the  work 
and  sarisfactory  progress  has  been  made,  according  to  Mr.  Shuffleton  and  Mr. 
Shannon. 

Mr.  John  Harisberoer,  superintendent  of  light  and  power,  and  Messrs.  Nye 
and  Raider,  of  the  engineering  department,  represented  the  Seattle  division  of 
the  Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company  at  the  convention  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  at  Vancouver,  B.  C,  August  8-12,  and  report  a 
successful  meering. 

Mr.  D.  C.  Barnes,  manager,  visited  Boise,  la.,  August  8-12. 

Word  has  been  received  in  Seattle  that  Mr.  A.  L.  Kempster,  formerly  manager 
of  the  Seattle  division,  Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  has  been  appointed 
genera]  manager  of  the  New  Orleans  Railway  &  Light  Company  by  the  newly 
reorganized  company  which  has  succeeded  the  Federal  receivership. 

Sydney,  N.  S.,  August  23 

Since  the  last  conditions  letter  was  written  in  July,  there  has  been  a  most  disas- 
trous check  to  the  improvement  in  general  business  conditions  which  was  hop)ed 
for  at  that  time.  Subsequent  to  the  mass  meeting  of  miners  which  was  held  in 
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GUce  Bay,  July  23,  at  which  time  a  resolution  was  passed  demanding  that  the 
district  executive  board  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  take  steps  to  enforce  1921 
rates  of  pay  retroactive  to  January  i,  1912,  or  call  a  strike  on  August  15,  all  local 
executives  comprising  dbtrict  No.  26,  with  one  exception,  supported  the  resolution 
and  thus  authorized  a  strike.  On  August  13,  a  conference  was  held  between  the 
officials  of  the  British  Empire  Steel  Corporation  and  members  of  the  U.  M.  W. 
district  executive.  After  an  all  day  conference,  a  mutually  satisfactory  agreement 
was  reached  whereby  the  men  paid  datal  wage  were  to  accept  an  increase  of  40 
cents  per  day,  retroactive  to  July  i,  1922,  making  their  daily  wage  I3.25,  and 
contract  men  were  to  take  a  10  per  cent  increase  over  the  rate  of  pay  then  in  effect. 
It  was  generally  felt  by  most  people  other  than  the  miners  that  this  compromise 
was  very  favorable  to  the  men,  but  the  next  day,  August  14,  a  mass  meeting  of 
miners  was  held  in  Glace  Bay,  and  they  repudiated  the  arrangement  which  had  just 
been  made  by  their  representatives  and  went  out  on  strike  at  midnight,  calling  out 
at  the  same  time  all  firemen,  power  station  operators,  pumpmen  and  others  doing 
what  is  generally  known  as  maintenance  or  protective  work. 

In  spite  of  hard  times  and  reductions  in  wages,  earnings  of  the  light  and 
power  department  of  this  Company  have  remained  about  the  same  as  last  year 
or  increased. 

Due  to  the  necessity  of  conserving  our  supply  of  coal  and  also  due  to  the  fact 
that  traffic  is  very  light,  ferry  operation  of  this  company  has  been  curtailed. 

The  closing  of  Dominion  Coal  Company  stores  at  Glace  Bay  and  suspension  of 
all  freight  operations  on  the  Sydney  &  Louisburg  Railway  have  contributed  to  an 
increase  in  our  electric  express  shipments  on  the  Sydney  &  Glace  Bay  Interurban. 

There  are  some  10,000  miners  out  of  work  in  Cape  Breton  and  probably  2,000 
steel  workers  are  also  likely  to  be  unemployed  if  the  strike  lasts  even  a  short  time. 

September  i 

[At  the  conference  between  Dominion  Coal  Company  officials  and  U.  M.  W. 
district  26  executive,  held  August  25,  a  scale  of  wages,  practically  the  same  as 
agreed  upon  just  before  the  strike  was  tentatively  adopted  with  the  proviso  that 
the  contract  would  extend  until  January  15,  1924.  Maintenance  men  have  been 
working  the  past  week  and  there  has  not  been  much  damage  to  the  mines.  Dr. 
Qarence  McKinnon  of  Halifax,  who  has  the  confidence  of  both  sides,  was  asked 
by  the  U.  M.  W.  executive  to  be  present  at  the  conference  in  an  informal  capacity 
and  his  influence  was  noticeable  both  at  the  conference  and  at  the  miners'  meeting 
which  ratified  the  proposed  agreement  on  August  31.] 

Mr.  W.  H.  Rodden,  assistant  chief  clerk,  has  been  transferred  to  the  pontion 
of  chief  clerk  with  the  Lowell  Electric  Light  Corporation. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Weatherbbe,  collections  clerk,  left  on  July  29,  for  Charlottetown, 
P.  E.  I.,  having  received  word  of  the  death  of  his  father. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Richardson,  payroll  clerk,  recently  returned  from  a  vacation  spent 
at  Marble  Mountain. 

Miss  Marie  Alexander,  ledger  clerk,  b  at  present  spending  her  vacation  at 
Gardner,  Me. 

Miss  Elma  Israel,  accounting  department  clerk,  has  returned  from  Moncton, 
New  Brunswick. 

Miss  Anabel  Morrison,  stenographer,  has  just  returned  from  a  motor  trip 
through  Cape  Breton  Island.  On  the  trip  she  visited  many  places  of  historical 
interest,  including  Dr.  Alexander  Graham  Bell's  residence  at  Bienn  Bhreagh. 
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Mr.  G.  G.  Spencbr,  assistant  treasurer,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Woodill,  manager's 
derk,  recently  had  a  week's  salmon  fishing  on  the  Margaree  River.  Mr.  Spbncbr 
succeeded  in  landing  ^vt  salmon. 

Tacoma,  Wash.)  August  12 

Tacoma  business  men,  especially  those  in  retail  lines,  report  the  months  of  June 
and  July  as  being  the  best  in  the  past  six  years.  Buying  has  been  steady  and  the  call 
for  variety  is  growing.  An  excellent  fall  business  is  predicted. 

Due  to  some  60  odd  days  of  dry  weather,  ice  cream  and  candy  factories  have 
done  a  record  breaking  business.  Moving  picture  theatres  have  suffered,  especially 
during  the  day. 

The  general  outlook  for  business  is  very  promising,  provided  the  transportation 
strike  is  brought  to  a  close  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

Credit  conditions  are  reported  by  the  banks  to  be  improved  over  last  year. 

Wholesalers  are  finding  collecdons  easier  and  business  prospects  good. 

The  lumber  situation  b  good  and  demand  b  keeping  up. 

The  weekly  pass  for  one  dollar  in  Tacoma  has  met  with  much  success.  This  was 
installed  on  the  city  lines  of  the  Tacoma  Railway  and  Power  G)mpany  and  Pacific 
Traction  G)mpany,  on  July  24,  and  the  number  of  sales  made  each  week  shows  an 
increase  over  the  week  previous.  Jitney  competition  at  present  is  quite  keen. 

There  are  2,900  men  out  on  strike  in  Tacoma  at  the  present  time.  Labor  condi- 
tions in  other  lines  are  very  satisfactory. 

Tourist  travel  to  Mount  Rainier  National  Park  continues  heavy,  and  it  has  al- 
ready exceeded  last  year's  travel  over  100  per  cent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Wilmot  recently  motored  to  British  G)lumbia  points, 
spending  several  days  in  Vancouver  and  Victoria. 

G>LONEL  H.  G.  WiNSOR  attended  a  meeting  in  Portland  early  in  August  in  con- 
nection with  the  Pacific  G)ast  Claim  Agents  Association. 

Mr.  C.  V.  Allen,  land  and  tax  agent,  has  returned  from  a  motor  trip  through 
California  with  his  family. 

Mr.  G.  a.  dbHaseth,  formerly  manager  of  the  Ponce  Electric  Company,  has 
returned  to  Tacoma  to  reside  and  has  accepted  a  position  as  superintendent  of 
the  Thompson  &  Smith  Transportation  Company,  Inc.,  operating  a  fleet  of  motor 
busses  between  Tacoma  and  Olympia. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Clawson  has  recently  entered  the  accounting  department,  having 
been  transferred  from  the  Boston  office. 

Messrs.  Doneoan  and  Bennett,  auditors,  from  Mr.  Brownell's  office,  will 
be  in  Tacoma  for  a  few  weeks  in  connection  with  audit  of  the  books. 

Mr.  Richard  T.  Sullivan,  manager,  will  attend  the  meeting  of  Stone  &  Webster 
managers  in  Boston  during  October. 

Colonel  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Winsor  are  receiving  congratulations  over  the  arrival 
of  a  grandson  at  the  home  of  their  son,  Ralph,  in  Tacoma. 

Considerable  repair  work  is  being  done  on  the  city  lines  in  the  downtown  business 
section,  Mr.  Henry  Leaver,  roadmaster,  having  charge  of  this  work. 
\  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  secure  ten  or  twelve  Birney  cars  for  the  Tacoma 
property  as  soon  as  these  cars  have  been  released  from  the  Everett  property  on 
account  of  the  new  combination  street  car  and  bus  system  to  be  established  there. 
\,  Mr.  W.  L.  Robbins,  engineer,  with  his  family,  have  rented  a  cottage  at  Fosdick 
Beach  on  the  Sound  for  the  month  of  August. 
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Tampa,  Fla.,  August  11 

With  the  exception  of  the  cigar  industry,  in  which  the  output  of  every  grade 
largely  exceeded  that  of  July,  1921,  there  is  considerable  dullness  in  local  industries. 

Phosphate  shipments  show  a  decrease  of  28,000  tons  as  compared  with  July, 
1 92 1,  and  a  decrease  of  21,600  tons  as  compared  with  June  of  this  year. 

The  Florida  Citrus  Exchange  states  thgt  Florida  fruit  during  the  coming  year 
will  have  the  greatest  opportunity  in  the  history  of  the  state.  They  base  their 
statement  on  the  condition  of  the  California  crop. 

The  Sixth  Federal  Reserve  District  at  Atlanta  reports  that  business  is  improv- 
ing  in  Florida,  although  not  yet  normal 

Jobbers  still  complain  of  dull  business  and  this  statement  is  duplicated,  with 
more  emphasb,  by  retailers. 

There  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  common  labor. 

Four  new  Birney  double  truck  cars  arrived  the  middle  of  August  and  have  been 
put  into  service  on  the  Ballast  Point-Port  Tampa  line.  These  cars  have  created 
very  favorable  comments  from  both  patrons  and  employees  of  the  company.  An 
editorial  in  one  of  the  local  papers  read  as  follows: 

"The  big  Port  Tampa  one  man  cars  of  the  Tampa  Electric  Company  are  as 
smooth  riding  as  a  Pullman." 

These  cars  are  operated  on  the  plan  of  pay-as-you-enter  from  Tampa  to  Ballast 
Point  and  Port  Tampa  to  Ballast  Point,  and  pay-as-you-leave  from  Ballast  Point 
to  Port  Tampa  and  Ballast  Point  to  Tampa. 

Good  progress  b  being  made  on  the  installation  of  the  new  600  horsepower  Bab- 
cock  and  Wilcox  boiler  at  the  West  Jackson  Street  power  station,  and  on  the  under- 
ground distribution  system — both  jobs  being  under  the  supervision  of  Stone  & 
Webster,  Inc.,  Division  of  Construction  and  Engineering,  Mr.  F.  S.  Dava, 
engineer,  in  charge. 

The  city  of  West  Tampa  has  authorized  the  Tampa  Electric  Company  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  installation  of  incandescent  street  lights  to  replace  gas  lamps,  the 
city's  contract  with  the  Tampa  Gas  Company  having  been  cancelled  at  that 
company's  request. 

Mrs.  Mary  Frances  Lamb,  mother  of  Messrs.  Norman  B.  and  Daniel  L. 
Lamb,  of  the  Tampa  Electric  Company,  and  of  Mr.  James  Connor  Lamb,  com- 
mercial agent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Electric  Company,  died  in  Tampa,  August  3. 

Mr.  James  H.  Carrin,  one  of  the  youngest  employees  at  the  Hydraulic  Plant, 
died  suddenly  of  cerebral  hemorrhage  on  July  27. 

Eleven  employees  of  the  company,  members  of  local  Batteries  A,  B  and  C  Field 
Artillery,  went  into  training  at  Camp  Bragg,  near  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina, 
from  July  23  to  August  8.  These  men  are  Serot.  L.  W.  Crompton,  Jr.,  Corp. 
D.  B.  Wilson,  Priv.  Paul  Gurney,  Priv.  M.  O.  Carroll,  Priv.  Leiohton 
Wilson,  Priv.  H.  C.  Gibbons,  Jr.,  Prtv.  Walter  Akins,  Priv.  J.  R.  Parrish, 
Prtv.  Manuel  Ramirez,  Priv.  Warren  Ezzell  and  Priv.  E.  Rivas. 

One  of  Tampa's  old  landmarks  was  demolished  during  August,  the  two  story 
brick  building  at  the  comer  of  Twiggs  and  Franklin  Streets,  which  for  27  years 
was  the  home  of  the  Exchange  National  Bank  on  the  first  floor,  and  the  law  ofiices 
of  Colonel  Peter  O.  Knight  on  the  second  floor.  The  bank  and  Colonel  Knight 
have  moved  into  temporary  quarters,  while  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.,  Division  of 
Construction  and  Engineering  erect  a  modem  banking  structure,  with  offices  on 
the  second  floor  for  Mr.  Knight. 
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Mil  T.  J.  Hanlon,  Jr.,  manager,  made  a  business  trip  to  Jacksonville  during 
August. 

WooNsocKBT,  R.  I.,  August  24 

G)nditions  in  the  local  cotton  industry  are  still  dull.  The  majority  of  the  woolen 
and  worsted  industries  are  running  on  normal  schedule  and  are  optimistic  as  to 
the  future.  The  Woonsocket  Machine  and  Press  G).  are  at  present  running  on 
three  days  a  week  and  we  have  been  advised  by  a  representative  of  the  company 
that  this  situation  will  continue  for  some  time. 

The  local  lumber  companies  report  business  good,  due  to  the  considerable 
amount  of  building  in  progress. 

Local  retail  merchants  report  business  fairly  satisfactory. 

The  majority  of  our  present  customers  are  not  using  power  up  to  normal  amounts, 
due  to  depressed  business  conditions,  but  we  expect  that  this  situation  will  show 
some  improvement. 

Negotiations  with  the  Stillwater  Worsted  Co.  have  resulted  in  an  increase  of 
25  kilowatts  in  their  day  load,  the  increase  in  their  night  load  being  held  in  abey* 
ance  until  business  conditions  improve. 

The  building  boom  which  has  been  in  evidence  in  this  vicinity  for  some  time 
has  been  reflected  directly  in  a  substantial  increase  in  gas  and  electric  meters,  the 
first  six  months  of  this  year  showing  an  increase  of  50  per  cent  over  the  same 
period  last  year. 

Work  is  still  in  progress  on  repairs  to  the  Buckland  and  Clark  Building  on  Main 
Street  which  was  damaged  by  fire  some  months  ago.  The  French  Worsted  Co. 
recently  announced  that  they  are  to  build  an  additional  story  to  one  of  their 
mills  and  will  use  our  power  for  night  operation  in  this  addition. 

E.  V.  Walsh,  meter  foreman,  has  returned  from  his  annual  vacation. 

Miss  Gertrude  Sanderson  has  re-entered  the  employ  of  the  company  filling 
her  former  position  as  clerk  in  the  station  engineer's  oflice. 

W.  L.  Cheney,  superintendent  of  distribution,  has  returned  from  his  vaca- 
tion at  Lake  Sunapee,  N.  H. 

Woonsocket  is  experiencing  a  big  boom  in  building  operations,  which  is  reported 
as  probably  being  the  record  for  the  city. 

J.  G.  FftzGerald,  assistant  superintendent  of  distribution,  b  on  his  annual 
vacation. 

On  July  27,  the  baseball  team  of  the  Woonsocket  division  journeyed  to  Slater 
Park,  Pawtucket,  where  they  met  their  opponents,  the  baseball  team  of  the  Paw- 
tucket  division.  The  former  emerged  from  the  game  victorious,  with  a  score  of 
14  to  8.  On  August  17  the  Pawtucket  division  vbited  Woonsocket  and  adminis- 
tered a  similar  defeat  to  our  boys,  the  final  score  being  11  to  5.  A  rubber  game  is 
planned  for  the  near  future  in  which  both  teams  are  andciparing  a  close  contest. 

C.  L.  O'LouoHUN,  superintendent  of  the  gas  department,  and  family  have 
returned  from  a  vacation  spent  in  the  White  Mountains. 

F.  K.  Simmons,  industrial  service  engineer,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Simmons, 
is  spending  his  vacation  at  Ogunquit,  Maine. 
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Library  Notes 

THE  "Extension  Service,"  which  has  committee  meet- 
ings at  the  Boston  Public  Library  on  Tuesdays  at  3.00, 
is  now  establishing  sponsorships  for  various  purposes  at  the 
rate  of  one  for  each  meeting,  beginning  August  i.  Thus,  the 
program  through  September  5,  reads,  for  topics  and  spon- 
sors, as  follows: 

Aug.    I  Everyday  English Dr.  Francis  K.  Ball 

8  Union  Catalogue Mr.  F.  H.  Chase  or  B.  P.  L. 

15  Dates  of  Coming  Events The  Committee 

22  Engineering  Book  Lists Mr.  J.  A.  Meyer 

29  Co-ordination  of  Study  and 

Business Mr.  G.  W.  Lee 

Sept.    5  Settlements  and  Social 

Service Mr.  Albert  Kennedy 

On  the  docket,  without  being  fixtures  in  every  case,  are 
the  following:  Fuel  Economy,  Building  Maintenance  (Mr. 
G.  L.  Smith),  Public  Documents  (Miss  Guerrier),  Vocations 
and  Avocations  for  Elderly  People  (Mrs.  Muller),  Com- 
munity Centers  (Mrs.  Eva  W.  White),  Disposal  of  Super- 
fluous Literature,  Language  Headquarters,  Civics,  Tele- 
phone Service,  Books  for  the  Business  Library,  Maps  and 
Atlases,  Engineering  Handbooks,  Educational  Resources, 
Availability  of  Lantern  Slides  and  a  luncheon  at  the  Twen- 
tieth Century  Club  to  line  up  the  transactions  of  the  previous 
months  and  prepare  for  the  business  of  1923. 

The  "Extension  Service"  committee  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

James  A.  Moyer,  chairman,  Department  of  Education,  State 
House;  George  Winthrop  Lee,  vice-chairman,  librarian,  Stone  & 
Webster,  Inc.;  Frank  H.  Chase,  treasurer,  reference  librarian, 
Boston  Public  Library;  Miss  Laura  R.  Gibbs,  secretary,  Tel-U- 
Where  Co.  of  America,  142  Berkeley  Street;  Miss  J.  T.  Edwards, 
assistant  secretary-treasurer,  4  West  Cedar  Street;  Charles  F.  D. 
Belden,  librarian,  Boston  Public  Library;  Mrs.  Allen  Chamber- 
lain, 23  Pinckney  Street;  Mrs.  Bertha  V.  Hartzell,  Social  Service 
Library,  18  Somerset  Street;  Frank  L.  Locke,  B.  Y.  M.  C.  U., 
48  Boylston  Street;  Mrs.  Wm.  A.  Muller  (Miss  Marion  Churchill), 
Arlington,  Mass.;  Mrs.  George  T.  Rice,  Westwood,  Mass.;  Mrs. 
Eva  W.  White,  director  of  Community  Service  of  Boston,  Inc., 
439  Boylston  Street,  and  of  Elizabeth  Peabody  House,  357 
Charles  Street. 
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Library  of  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc. 
Recent  Accessions 

(lo)  Civil  ENOiifBBUifo 

35 1  Charter,  by-laws,  list  of  members  and  professional  engineering  acts.  Engineer- 

ing Institute  of  Canada,  1922.  362p,  6x9.  *6939.En334.093 

352  Destruction  by  marine  borers:  is  the  Port  of  New  York  in  danger?  Discussion 

by  R.  T.  Betts  and  others.  .  .  .  Municipal  Engineers  Journal,  VoL  8, 
1922— second  quarterly  issue,  pp.  57-80,  illus.  f^0775.M92i 

353  The  Colorado  River  and  Arizona's  interest  in  its  development.  G.  E.  P.  Smith. 

[In]  The  University  of  Arizona,  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Bulletin 
No.  95.  Feb.  25, 1922.  Tucson,  1922.  (lyp),  6x9,  map.  f^o732.Sm57 

(20)  Electrical,  (30)  Mechanical  Enqinberino 

354  Formulae  and  tables  for  the  calculation  of  alternating  current  problems. 

L.  Cohen.  New  York,  1913  (ist  ed.)  282p,  6x9.  ♦071. C66 
2SS    Dielectric  phenomena  in  high  voltage  engineering.  F.  W.  Peek,  Jr.  New  York, 
1920  (2d  ed.)  28 2p,  6x9.  ♦0714.P344 

356  The  magnetic  circuit.  V.  KarapetofF.  ist  ed.  New  York,  191 1.  285P,  6x9. 

♦o7i.Ki43m 

357  The  electric  circuit.  V.  KarepetofF.  2d  ed.  New  York,  1912.  229P,  6x9.  ♦071. 

K143 

358  Standard  handbook  for  electrical  engineers — prepared  by  a  staff  of  specialists 

.  .  .  5th  ed.  McGraw-Hill  Book  Co.,  Inc.  New  York,  1922.  2137P,  4x7. 
•07 1. Mi  7. 1 922 

359  Proceedings  of  the  fifteenth  annual  convention  of  the  Northwest  Electric 

Light  and  Power  Association,  held  at  Boise,  Idaho,  June  7-10, 1922.  2i4p, 

6x9.  *6924.I922 

360  Heat  balance  in  steam  power  plants.  [Reprinted  from  papers  and  discussion 

presented  before  the  42d  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Me- 
chanical Engineers.]  New  York,  1922.  78p,  6x9.  *695o.o72h 

(50)  Railways 

361  Proceedings   of   the    thirty-third    annual   convention.  .  .  .  Atlanta,    Ga., 

Oct.  11-14,  1921.  National  Association  of  Railway  and  Utilities  Commis- 
sioners. New  York,  1922.  373p,  6x9.  *6938.i92i 

362  Railroads  and  business  prosperity.  Proceedings  of  the  Academy  of  Political 

Science  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Edited  by  T.  W.  Van  Metre  and  P.  T. 
Moon.  New  York,  1922.  130P,  5^x8}.  ♦022.V26 
262    The  railroad  situation  with  special  reference  to  plans  or  consolidadon  of  New 
England  roads.  .  .  .  Associated  Industries  of  Massachusetts.   Boston, 
1922.  45P,  6x8.  ♦022.AS872 

364  The  railway  situation.  S.  O.  Dunn.  (An  address  delivered  at  the  34th  annual 

meeting  of  the  Railway  Accoundng  Officers  Association,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
June  7,  1922.)  Wash.,  1922.  i4p,  6x9.  ♦6936.o22d 

365  Thirty-sixth,  thirty-seventh  and  thirty-eighth  reports  of  the  Railway  Ac- 

counting Officers  Association,  Atlantic  City  meeting.  Wash.,  1920-1922. 
vp,  6x9.  *6936.i92o-i922 
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366  Railway  accounting  officers  meet  at  Cleveland  .  .  .  reporting  the  thirty- 

fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Railway  Accounting  Officers  Association. 
i6p,  9x1a.  ♦6936.o25se 

(70)  Sociology 

367  Social  settlements:  a  selected  bibliography.  Russell  Sage  Foundation  Library, 

Bulletin  of  New  York,  192a.  vp,  6x9.  ♦o96.Soi3se 

368  Eye  conservation  in  industry:  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Federated 

American  Engineering  Societies.  New  York  [CI922].  29P,  6x9.  ♦6978.009 

369  School  for  business  librarians  under  the  auspices  of  the  Washington  School 

for  Secretaries.  Circular  of  information,  1922-23.  Wash.,  1922.  vp,  5^x8. 
♦085.W276 

370  A  proposed  reorganization  of  engineering  instruction  in  the  freshman  and 

sophomore  year.  L.  E.  Akeley.  [Reprinted  from  the  Bulletin  of  the  Society 
for  the  promotion  of  Engineering  Education.]  South  Dakota,  1922.  vp. 
6x9.  ♦o87.Ak32 

(74)  Financial 

371  The  federal  farm  loan  system.  .  .  University  of  Illinois  Agricultural  Col- 

lege and  Experiment  Station.  Urbana,  1922.  2op,  6x9.  *o25.I16 

372  Notes  on  going  value.  Copies  Nos.  3  and  4.  March,  191 5.  W.  H.  Blood,  Jr. 

vp,  8x11.  ♦o25.B623g 

373  Valuation  reports  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  Texas  Midland 

Railroad  Valuation  Docket  No.  2.  Kansas  City  Southern  Railway  et  al 
Valuation  Docket  No.  4.  Submitted  Nov.  8,  191 8.  Decided  July  i,  1919. 
vp,  6x9.  ♦68o3.o25tm  and  ♦68o3.o25kc 

374  Ratio  and  percentage  tables  as  applied  to  analyses  of  financial  statements  of 

public  utility  companies.  .  .  .  Boston  [C1921].  19P,  6x9.  *o25Jl383 

375  Poor's  and  Moody's  Manual — consolidated  Industrial  Section.  Vol.  i,  A-J. 

Poor's  Publishing  Co.  New  York,  1922. 1952P,  6x9.  ♦o2.M77in.Vol.i,A-J 

376  The  fight  of  the  New  York  Herald  against  the  ^5,000,000,000  bonus  raid. 

directed  personally  by  F.  A.  Munsey.  Militant  American  Journalism. 
Editorials  reprinted  from  New  York  Herald.  36p,  6x9.  *o292.N4897    ' 

377  Poor's  and  Moody's  Manual — consolidated  Industrial  Section.  VoL  2,  K-Z. 

Poor's  Publishing  Co.  New  York,  1922.  201 6p,  6x9.  ♦o2.M77in.VoL2,K-Z 

378  The  magazine  of  Wall  Street.  Edited  by  R.  WyckoflF.  New  York,  nd.  vp,  8x1 1 

379  Investment  News — Part  2.  Mid-year  review.  A  weekly  financial  journal 

devoted  to  investments,  commerce  and  business.  Chicago,  nd.  I77p,  9x12. 
*o25.In89su.i922 

380  Railway  accounting  procedure,  1922  ed.  Edited  by  E.  R.  Woodson.  Wash.^ 

1922.  455P,  6x9.  ♦6936.025.1922 

(75)  Annual  Reports 

381  Thirteenth  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  Dec.  31, 1919.  New  York  Public 

Service  Commission,  1st  District.  Vol.  i.  Albany,  192a  358P,  5Jx8}. 
*I704.I9I9 

382  Annual  report  on  the  statistics  of  manufacturers  for  the  year  1919.  Boston, 

1921.  131P,  6x9.  *i402.M3i.i9i9 
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(76)  Legal 

383  Index-Digest  of  decisions  of  United  States  Railroad  Labor  Board.  Compiled 

by  the  Bureau  of  Information  of  the  Southeastern  Railways.  Wash.,  1912. 
315P,  6x9.  ♦6936.o3id 

384  Miscellaneous  sheets  pubHshed  by  Railway  Accounting  Officers  Association 

.  .  .  regarding  some  rulings  by  the  Comptroller-General  of  the  United 
States.  Wash.,  1922.  vp,  •6936.o3r 

385  Public  Utilities  Reports:  containing  decisions  of  the  public  service  commis- 

sions and  of  state  and  federal  courts.  1922  B.  New  York,  nd.  6x9}.  ^035. 
L449.1922B 

386  Digest  of  public  utilities  reports  annotated  for  the  year  1921,  including 

volumes  1921A-1921E.  New  York  [C1922].  487P,  6x9}.  *o35.L449d.i92i 

(77)  PuBUc  Utiuties 

387  A  permanent  basis  for  rate  regulation.  Yale  Law  Journal  Jan.,  1922.  vp, 

8x11.  ♦036.R37 

(90)  Sources  or  Information 

388  Official  Automobile  Blue  Book.  Vol.  i,  1922.  Automobile  Blue  Book,  Inc. 

New  York,  1922.  I302p,  5x9},  maps.  ♦063.AU821 

389  The  Statesman's  Yearbook:  statistical  and  historical  annual  of  the  states  of 

the  world  for  the  year  1922.  Edited  by  Sir  John  S.  Keltie.  .  .  London, 

1922.   I568P,  4JX7.  tf*09.Stl922 

390  The  University  of  Illinois  alumni  directory,  1849-1919.  Wisconsin,  1922. 

662p,  6x9.  ♦093.W752.1849-1919 

391  Brown's  directory  of  American  gas  companies  and  gas  engineering  and  appli- 

ance catalogue.  .  .  .  1922  edition  .  .  .  compiled,  edited  and  published 
annually  by  Robbins  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.  966p,  9x12.  *093.B8i.i922 

392  Annual  catalogue  of  the  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  1921-22.  i68p, 

6x8i.  ♦093.W890.1921-22 

393  Cumulative  book  index  .  .  .  author,  title  and  subject  catalog  in  one  alphabet 

of  books  published— July,  1921-June,  1922.  Edited  by  E.  E.  Hawkins. 
The  H.  W.  Wilson  Co.  New  York  [C1922I.  8o6p,  7x10  §.  ♦096.W693US. 
1921-1922 

394  Catalogue  of  the  officers  and  graduates  of  Yale  University,  1701-1915,  New 

Haven,  1916.  685P,  6x9  J.  ♦o93.Yi2og.i7oi-i9i5 

395  Official  register  of  the  United  States,  1921.  Compiled  by  the  Department  of 

Commerce,  Bureau  of  Census.  Wash.,  1921.  1328P,  9x12.  0*6891.093.1921 

Miscellaneous 

396  Peking:  a  historical  and  intimate  description  of  its  chief  places  of  interest. 

Juliet  Bredon— with  maps,  plans  and  illustrations.  Kelly  &  Walsh,  Ltd. 
Shanghai  .  .  .  1922.  522p,  6ix9.  ♦8270.B744 

397  Statutes  of  the  Universal  Esperanto  Association.  Geneva,  1922.  2op,  5x7, 

•147-03 

398  The  Japan  Advertiser.  B.  W.  Fleisher,  ed.  Tokyo,  1922.  vp,  18x24.  ♦828o.o65, 

7/9/22 
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Coupons  and  Dividends  Due 

Per  Cent. 
Sept.    ly   *Bl«ckttone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 

(ISopar) i}4 

Sept.    ly   ^Central  Mississippi  Valley  Electric  Properties,  Preferred  Stock, 

6  per  cent i}4 

Sept.    I,   ♦Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent    i}4 

Sept.    I,   ^Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  Common  Stock i 

Sept.    I,     Jacksonville  Traction  Company,  5s,  1931 2}4 

Sept.    I,   ♦Key  West  Electric  Company,The,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent...   i}4 
Sept.    I,     Northern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent. .  3 

Sept.    I,   ♦Northern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 2 

Sept.    I,     Pacific  Coast  Power  Company,  5s,  1940 2}4 

Sept.    I,     Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  8$  (Coupon  Notes),  1925    4 
Sept.    I,     Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  8s  (Coupon  Notes),  1926    4 

Sept.    I,     Seattle  Electric  Company,  The,  Seattle-Everett,  5s,  1939 2}4 

Sept.  15,   ♦El  Paso  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 2^4 

Sept.  1 5,     Galveston-Houston  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent    3 

Oct.     I,     Beaumont  Traction  Company,  5s,  1943 2^4 

Oct.     I,     Columbus  Power  Company,  The,  5s,  1936 2}4 

Oct.     I,   ♦Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Co.,  ist  Preferred  Stock i^ 

Oct.     I,   ♦Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Co.,  and  Preferred  Stock i^ 

Oct.     I,     Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  5s,  1963 2}^ 

Oct.     I,   ♦Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 2 

Oct.     I,     Everett  Railway,  Light  and  Water  Company,  5s,  1925 2}4 

Oct.     I,     Galveston-Houston  Electric  Railway  Company,  5s,  1954 2}4 

Oct.     I,   ♦Haverhill  Gas  Light  Company,  Capital  Stock  (I50  par) 2}i 

Oct.     I,     Houghton  County  Electric  Light  Company  (Coupon  Notes),  7s, 

19^3;  •   •  •  • 3H 

Oct.     I,     Mississippi  River  Power  Company,  Preferred  Stock i}4 

Oct.     I,     Nevada  Power,  Light  and  Water  Company,  6s,  1932 3 

Oct.     I,     New  London  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  The,  5s,  1927 2j4 

Oct.     I,     New  London  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  The,  5s,  1929 2)4 

Oct.     I,   ♦Ponce  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock ifi 

Oct.     I,     Savannah  Electric  and  Power  Co.,  7>^s,  1941 3^^ 

Oct.     I,   ♦Savannah  Electric  and  Power  Co.,  Debenture  Stock 2 

Oct.     I,     Savannah  Electric  and  Power  Co.,  Preferred  Stock 3 

Oct.     I,   ♦Savannah,  Thunderbolt  and  Isle  of  Hope  Railway,  The,  4s,  1947  i 

Oct.     I,     Tacoma  Railway  and  Power  Company,  5s,  1929 2}4 

Oct.     I,     Woonsocket  Electric  Machine  and  Power  Company,  4>^s,  1943  . .  2yi 

Oct.   15,   ♦Puget  Sound  Power  and  Light  Company,  Preferred  Stock i}4 

Oct.   15,   ♦Puget  Sound  Power  and  Light  Company,  Common  Stock i 

Oct.  15,   ♦Puget  Sound  Power  and  Light  Company,  Prior  Preferred  Stock. .  i}i 

♦Payable  quarterly. 

Dividend  rates  based  on  the  last  declaration. 
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Quotations  on  Securities 

Companies  under  Stone  &  Webster  Management 

September  I2y  1922. 

Tk*  SccaritiM  D«putm«at  •zeeatM  order*  ea  eammtuion  for  thoM  withiot  t«  puehsM  or  mU. 
lUqmtU  for  iaformatiea  in  nfwd  to  tk«  eempaaiM  will  b*  aatworad  proaptir' 


BONDS 

PREF.  STOCK 

COIIIION  STOCK 

COMPANY 

Int. 
Rau 

Price 
and  Int. 

DiT. 

Rate 

Price 

DiT. 

Rate 

Pric. 

""L^&ff-fcl^f^-    {«•««.  J-r.t«» 

7% 

lOOK 

No 

Pref 

8% 

125 

Baton  Rouge          (  Boads.  1939 
ElecCo.             {Note..J.a..l92S 

5t 

92 
115 

6% 

86 

10% 

lis 

Blackstone  VaUey  Gas  &  Elec  Co. 

(Common  Stock  par  Talnc  |50> 

s% 

100 

•6% 

92 

10% 

72^ 

Cape  Breton  Elec  Co.,  Ltd. 

5% 

83 

6% 

65 

12 

Central  Mississippi  Valley  Electric 
Properties 

No 

Bonds 

75 

12 

Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Franklin  Coal  Co. 
(Common  Stock  p»r  value  WO) 

♦6% 

90 

10% 

25 

Columbus  Elec  &  Power  Co. 

6% 

104 

♦7%  1st 
•7%  2d 

99 

88 

80 

Columbus  Power  Co.,  The 

s% 

98 

Connecticut  Power  Co.,  The 

s% 

94 

•6% 

92 

8% 

150 

Connecticut  Valley     j  Serial  Bonds 
Lumbei-Co.               |  June. '24-'34 

6% 

100 
96K 

Eastern  Texas       j  Bonds,  1942 
Elec  Co.             \  Notes,  May,  1925 

?! 

94 
lOlK 

•6% 

83 

8% 

94 

^&"oPB-JlSfo-n       {bo-..  1930 

s% 

100 

No 

Pref 

10% 

183 

El  Paso  Elec  Co.      {  g-'sVms' 

ll 

95 
102 

6% 

88 

10% 

tl25 

Fall  River  Gas  Works  Co. 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

12% 

205 

Galveston  Elec  Co. 

s% 

88 

Galveston-Houston     j  Nous.  Aug.,  1925 
Elec  Co.                     (  Notes,  Feb..  1926 

8% 

my, 

100 

♦6% 

t75g 

ml 

Galveston-Houston  Elec.  Ry.  Co. 

s% 

88 

No 

Pref 

Haverhill  Gas  Light  Co. 

(Stock  par  Talne  |50) 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

9% 

85 

Houghton  County  Elec      (Bonds,  1927 
L?Co.                                  >  Notes.  1923 
(Stock  par  Talne  125)                  (                           \ 

\l 

92 
100 

6% 

20 

12 
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BONDS        1 

PREF.STOCK|| 

COIIIION  STOCK 

QOMtAsm 

Int. 
Rete 

Price 
end  Int. 

DiT. 

Rete 

Price 

£1; 

PriM 

Houston  Elec.  G>. 

5% 

98*^ 

JacksonyiUe  Elec  Co. 

5% 

90yi 

Jacktonvillc  Tract.  Co. 

5% 

84K 

37 

6 

Keokuk  Electric  Co.  |  Not«.  January,  1923 

6% 

100 

•6% 

80 

Key  West  Elec  Co.,  The 

5% 

80 

Lowell  Elec  Lt.  Corp.,  The 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pr«« 

10% 

183 

Mississippi  River  Power  (  Boods»1951 
Co.                                    I  Debenture.,  1935 

5§ 

95}  B 
103 

♦6% 

85  ft 

33  ft 

Northern  Texas  Elec  Co. 

s% 

89 

6% 

84  £ 

8% 

86? 

Northern  Texas  Traction  Co. 

5% 

95 

No 

Pref 

Pacific  Coast  Power  Co. 

s% 

94 

No 

Pref 

No 

Cos 

Pensacola  Elec  Co. 

s% 

81 

28 

6 

Public  Service  Investment  Co. 

N. 

Bonds 

♦6% 

85 

103 

Puget  Sound  Elec  Ry. 

s% 

88  B 

Puget  Sound  Power  Co. 

s% 

97 

No 

Pref 

No 

Cos 

Puget  Sound  Power  &     i  Notet,  1925 
Light  Co.                       (  Bonds.  1941 

%, 

100 
106 

Priory 

7^ 

105 

84 

4% 

56M 

Railway  &  Light 
SecCa 

'First  SeriM.  1935 
Second  Series,  1939 
Third  Series,  1939 
Fonrtii  Series,  1942 
rtftli  Series,  1944 

.Sixth  Series,  1946 

i 

95>^ 

94M 

94>^ 

94 

94 

93 

•6% 

88 

6% 

80 

Savannah  Elec  Co. 

87? 

Savannah  Elec  &  Power  Co. 

7i4% 

106 

^ 

100 
70 

19 

Seattle  Elec 
Co.,  The 

1st  llortfege,  1930 
Cons,  k  Ref.,  1929 
SeatUe-ETerett.  1939 

99JB 

97 

92J 

No 

Pref 

No 

Com 

Sierra  Pacific  Elec  Co. 

♦6% 

77 

8^ 

Tacoma  Ry.  and  Pr.  Co. 

s% 

88 

No 

Pref 

Tampa  Elec  Co. 

s% 

95 

No 

Pref 

10% 

137 

Whatcom  County  Ry.  &  Lt.  Co. 

s% 

92 

No 

Pref 

N. 

Com 
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The  Securities  Department  wishes  to 

bring  to  the  attention  of  members 

of  the  organization  the 

follow- 

ing  securities 

which  it 

recom- 

mends  for  investment  :— 

- 

Bonds 

Rate 

Interest  and 

Dividend        Price  and  Yielding 
Datei          Interest        About 

5 

Apr.  and  Oct.        98 

5.20% 

5 

Jan.  and  July        9SH 

5.30% 

5 

Mar  and  Nov.      94 

5J0% 

5 

Feb.  and  Aug.         97 

5.50% 

6 

Apr.  and  Oct.        98 

6.15% 

CO.  7K  May  and  Nor.       106 

6.90% 

Nous 

tGALVESTON-HOUSTON  ELEC.  CO.       7 
Gold  Notes  Senes  A.  due  Aug.  1.  1925 
REPUBLIC  OF  BOLIVIA                          6 
Sanitation  Loan,  due  June,  1923 

Feb.  and  Aug.         lOlK 
June  and  Dec.        98H 

6.50% 
7.50% 

Inwestment  Stocks 

10 

Mar.  1  qrtly.         72K 

6.90% 

CO.  6 

Feb.  1  qrtir.           85 

7.05% 

6 

Jan.  1  qrtljr.       Market 

Mar.  1  and           84 

Sept.  1 

Jan.  1  qrtlr.           84 

7.05% 

6 
CO.  6 

7.15% 
7.15% 

6 

Jan.  and  Julr        83 

7.25% 

10 

Feb.  15  qrtlr.      137 

7.30% 

6 

Feb.  1  qrtlr.          77 

7.80% 

Debenture 
EL  PASO  ELEC.  CO. 
Common 

8 
10 

Jan.  1  qrtlr.         100 
Mar.  1  qrtlr.       125 

8.00% 
8.00% 

^Denominationt  ^100.  ^500.  ^1000 

tDenominationi  |500.  ^1000 

tPar^50 

Detailed  information  will  be  furnished  upon  request 

Securities  Department  Offices 

147  Milk  Street 

Boston 

New  York 

Chicago 

I20  Broadway 

1st  Nat'l  Bank  Bldg. 
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Henry  VIIFs  Armor  in  the  Tower  of  London 

The  piece  in  the  foreground  was  worn  in  tournaments  when  fighting  on  foot, 
the  center  one  is  a  priceless  suit  presented  to  the  king  by  Emperor  Maximilian  of 
Austria,  and  the  mounted  figure  in  the  rear  wears  the  suit  used  for  tilting,  which 
weighs  98  pounds. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


STONE  &  WEBSTER 
^  JOURNAL  f^ 

1922 

Vol.  31  OCTOBER  No.  4 

EDITORIAL  COMMENT 
Greetings 

GREETINGS  to  Stone  &  Webster  managers  in  con- 
vention assembled.  The  corporation  welcomes  you. 
The  staff  at  headquarters  in  Boston  expects  to  gain  inspira- 
tion from  your  presence.  And  not  least  of  all,  the  editor  of 
the  Stone  &  Webster  Journal  is  imaffectedly  glad  of  your 
coming;  he  regards  each  of  you  as  an  asset,  on  which  he  hopes 
from  time  to  time  to  cash  in. 

In  the  rush  and  turmoil  of  our  activities  we  often  fail  to 
take  proper  note  of  many  of  the  finer  aspects  of  life.  There 
are  few  finer  things  than  the  solidarity  otinterest  that  char- 
acterizes such  an  organization  as  ours.  While,  as  we  have 
shown  elsewhere,  it  would  not  be  becoming  in  any  of  you  to 
talk  about  your  individual  loyalty — it  would  be  the  last 
thing  to  occur  to  you  to  do — the  editor  of  this  Journal  feels 
that  it  is  quite  within  his  province  to  advert  to  it. 

You  constitute  a  remarkably  harmonious  organization; 
each  of  you  has  been  selected  for  the  position  he  occupies  on 
the  ground  of  fitness  alone.  It  is  that  fact  that  gives  so  much 
meaning  to  your  annual  conferences  and  makes  your  coming 
a  thing  of  such  pleasant  anticipation.  You  come  both  to 
learn  and  to  teach.  From  your  divergent  experiences  as 
related  at  these  conferences  the  organization  as  a  whole 
gains  new  insights  into  the  problems  that  confront  it,  and 
is  better  prepared  to  meet  the  new  and  unexpected  prob- 
lems which  the  future  is  likely  to  bring. 
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Though  most  of  you  pass  all  but  a  few  days  of  the  year 
remote  from  us  in  the  Boston  office,  we  are  working  in  the 
most  sympathetic  and  eager  co-operation  with  you,  and  you 
with  us.  You  went  out  from  us,  and  have  returned  to  us  for  a 
brief  interval.  We  shall  talk  business  together,  but  we  shall 
do  much  more  than  that — we  shall  give  full  play  to  our 
personal  friendships. 

The  personal  equation  is  strong  in  our  organization.  You 
are  brain  workers,  with  appointed  tasks  to  perform  in  ap- 
pointed ways.  But  you  are  first  of  all  men,  with  wills  and 
insights  and  imagination  personal  to  yourself,  by  means  of 
which  the  activities  of  the  organization  as  a  whole  are  sus- 
cessfuUy  adjusted  to  the  modifying  factors  peculiar  to  the 
many  and  widely  different  communities  served  by  the 
organization. 

As  friends,  united  in  exceptionally  strong  bonds  of  com- 
mon interest,  we  shall  spend  this  week.  Though  we  meet  as 
good  friends,  we  shall  part  as  better.  And  there  can  be  no 
pleasanter  experience  than  that. 

Loyalty 

THOMAS  k  Kempis  says,  "I  had  rather  feel  compunction 
than  know  the  definition  thereof."  That  is  our  view  of 
loyalty.  We  had  rather  feel  it  than  know  how  to  define  it. 

Yet  we  have  been  asked  to  define  it.  It  is  not  an  easy  task. 
Doubtless,  many  will  say,  "Nonsense."  So  many  persons 
talk  glibly  about  loyalty  that  you  might  suppose  a  definition 
of  the  word  to  be  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world.  The  defini- 
tions of  glib  talkers  usually  are. 

Your  loyalty  is  like  your  Godliness.  The  more  you  talk 
about  it  the  less  you  have  it.  Canting  definitions  of  loyalty 
are  as  common  as  canting  definitions  of  piety.  The  righteous 
man  is  one  who  does  not  let  his  left  hand  know  what  his  right 
hand  is  doing.  A  loyal  man  is  one  who  does  not  confound  his 
love  of  country  with  the  public  crib. 

Loyalty  is  not  the  easy-going  thing  so  many  persons  sup- 
pose. In  fact,  it  is  a  very  austere  thing,  a  hard  task  master. 
The  dictionary  defines  it  as  faithfulness  to  a  superior,  or  to 
duty.  But  that  does  not  let  you  know  what  the  thing  is  in  its 
essence.  In  fact,  it  may  obscure  the  meaning. 

Let  us  say  that  loyalty  is  faithfulness.  Is  faithfulness  to  a 
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vicious  principal  equally  an  act  of  loyalty  with  faithfulness 
to  a  good  principle?  If  a  man  should  sell  his  soul  to  the  devil 
and  be  punctilious  in  the  execution  of  his  contract  would  he 
evince  as  much  loyalty  as  a  man  who  should  serve  God  with 
the  utmost  diligence? 

Is  the  loyalty  that  shouts  for  the  old  flag — and  an  appro- 
priation— the  same  thing  as  the  loyalty  that  never  shouts 
and  wants  no  appropriation,  but  that  makes  a  man  ready  and 
willing  to  die  for  his  country  (and  what  is  harder,  to  live  for 

it)? 

If  you  feel  loyalty  you  don't  talk  about  it.  If  you  find  your- 
self talking  about  it,  you  may  doubt  if  you  have  it.  Most  of 
us  are  loyal  to  our  wives,  but  we  don't  go  about  heralding  the 
fact.  Most  of  us  are,  we  hope,  loyal  to  our  jobs,  but  we  leave 
it  to  others  to  talk  about  our  loyalty. 

Yet  we  are  asked  to  define  loyalty.  What  is  it?  Is  it,  so  to 
speak,  merely  a  commercial  product  ?  Do  we  weigh  it  by  the 
pound  or  measure  it  by  the  yard  in  exchange  for  things  we 
buy?  Sometimes  it  almost  seems  so. 

We  are  members  of  a  state  or  a  nation,  and  in  return  for  the 
protection  it  affords  us  we  give  it  loyalty.  We  marry  wives, 
and  we  pay  them  in  loyalty  for  what  they  do  for  us.  We  take 
jobs  from  other  people  and  accept  their  money;  part  of  our 
return  is  in  the  form  of  loyalty.  But  is  it  wholly  or  chiefly  a 
matter  oi  quid  pro  quo?  By  no  means — that  is,  if  there  is  any 
real  loyalty  there. 

Is  faithfulness  to  others  the  foundation  of  loyalty?  By  no 
means.  The  faithfulness  is  an  eflPect,  not  a  cause.  Loyalty,  in 
its  essential  nature,  is  not  the  price  we  pay  for  what  we  get. 
It  is  something  much  finer  than  that. 

Loyalty  is  not,  primarily,  what  one  owes  others.  It  is  what 
he  owes  himself.  Loyalty  is  faithfulness  to  oneself — but  at 
one's  best.  Consistency  with  one's  base  qualities  is  not  loyalty. 
It  is  not  until  faithfulness  rises  above  the  purpose  and  sale 
point  that  it  becomes  loyalty. 

To  live  up  to  the  letter  of  a  specific  contract  is  a  necessity 
imposed  by  custom,  but  it  is  not  necessarily  loyalty.  To  give 
another  the  best  that  is  in  you,  and  because  you  have  to  in 
order  to  preserve  your  self-respect — that  is  loyalty.  One  has 
first  to  be  loyal  to  himself  in  order  to  be  loyal  to  his  neighbor. 

For  loyalty  on  the  face  means  faithfulness  to  law.  Law  is 
eternal.  It  is  the  outward  manifestation  of  the  creative  wis- 
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dom.  To  search  it  out  and  embody  it  in  the  greatest  possible 
measure  is  the  true  function  of  man  on  this  planet.  As  he 
finds  it  and  embodies  it,  he  must  live  by  it.  The  farther  he 
falls  short  of  living  by  it,  of  being  dominated  by  it,  the 
farther  he  falls  short  of  possessing  the  quality  of  loyalty. 

There  are  a  great  many  persons  who  would  gladly  cheat 
their  neighbors  if  they  felt  they  could  keep  out  of  jail.  There 
is  not  much  loyalty  in  them.  There  are  many  others  who 
could  cheat  and  keep  out  of  jail,  and  who  would  cheat  if  they 
did  not  believe  that  honesty  is  the  best  policy — if  they  did  not 
know  that  even  a  rogue  cannot  prosper  permanently  in 
business  without  adherence  to  a  recognized  code  of  business 
morals.  There  is  not  a  great  amount  of  loyalty  in  them. 

There  are  a  great  many  others  who  could  not  cheat  if 
they  tried;  who  in  order  to  cheat  their  neighbors  would 
first  have  to  cheat  themselves.  It  is  among  such  that  we  look 
for  loyalty.  The  rectitude  of  their  conduct  is  but  a  symbol  of 
a  well  ordered  mind,  which  abhors  the  thought  of  doing  any- 
thing involving  the  interests  of  others  at  less  than  the  highest 
efficiency.  In  a  word,  true  loyalty  is  found  only  among  those 
whose  instinct  and  determined  purpose  is  to  work  harder  for 
others  than  for  themselves.  Loyalty  in  its  essence  is  sacrifice. 

Bacon  somewhere  says  that  every  man  is  indebted  to  his 
profession.  Now  the  greatest  of  all  professions  is  life  itself. 
Life,  in  fact,  should  be  a  fine  art,  instead  of  the  ramshackle, 
haphazard,  inconsequential  thing  so  many  make  it.  If  we 
lived  aright  every  act,  every  word,  every  thought  of  every 
day  would  be  full  of  dignity,  honesty  and  generosity.  Thus 
every  life  would  not  only  be  a  joy  to  itself  but  also  an  in- 
spiration and  aid  to  others.  Loyalty  is  the  sign  manual  of 
those  who  are  living,  or  trying  to  live,  in  this  fashion. 

It  is  the  unpremeditated,  spontaneous  manifestation  of 
minds  imbued  with  a  consciousness  of  the  responsibility  of 
life.  One  lives  sensibly,  justly,  and  generously  primarily  to 
realize  himself.  In  realizing  himself  he  attains  to  usefulness  as 
a  member  of  society.  There  are  certain  things  that  become  a 
man  (it  used  to  be  said  that  man  was  created  in  the  image  of 
God)  and  others  that  don't.  If  we  strive  to  accomplish  the 
becoming  things,  we  need  not  worry  about  our  influence. 

"To  thine  own  self  be  true, 
And  it  must  follow,  as  the  night  the  day, 
Thou  cans't  not  then  be  false  to  any  man." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Brooding  on  Infinity  305 

Brooding  on  Infinity 

"I  sat,  until  the  first  white  star 

Appeared,  with  dewy  rays, 
And  the  fair  moon  began  to  bar 

With  shadows  all  the  ways. 
O,  well  is  thee,  whatever  thou  art, 

And  happy  shalt  thou  be, 
If  thou  hast  known,  within  thy  heart. 

The  peace*  that  came  to  me. 
.    O,  well  is  thee,  if  aught  shall  win 

Thy  spirit  to  confess, 
God  proffers  all,  'twere  grievous  sin 

To  live  content  in  less." 

FDR  some  reason  these  enchanting  lines  of  Coventry 
Patmorc  come  to  our  mind  as  we  read  Mr.  Lemmon's 
article  in  this  issue  on  "A  Star  Gazer."  It  is  a  marvelous 
story  that  he  tells  so  artlessly,  and  yet  with  so  much  art. 

Certainly,  it  is  good  to  be  reminded  that  the  age  of  heroism 
is  not  past,  and  that  peace  has  her  victories  no  less  renowned 
than  war.  At  the  age  of  seven  a  boy,  having  been  allowed  to 
look  through  a  telescope,  became  enamored  of  the  stars. 
When  the  boy  had  become  a  man  of  forty  or  more,  having 
for  twenty  years  been  a  workman  in  the  pattern  shop  of  a 
steel  mill,  he  determined,  on  the  encouragement  of  an  in- 
domitable and  resourceful  wife,  to  construct  a  telescope — 
and  on  savings  of  only  a  few  hundred  dollars.  He  was  over 
fifty-one  when  the  task  was  completed.  Up  to  this  time  he 
was  a  workman.  Then  he  became  the  world's  greatest  maker 
of  instruments  of  precision.  Honors  were  heaped  upon  him; 
among  other  things  he  was  officially  designated  by  his  native 
state  as  its  most  distinguished  citizen. 

One  reads  what  he  passed  through  with  suspended  breath. 
His  obstacles  seemed  insurmountable,  his  set-backs  were 
from  time  to  time  excruciating,  but,  aided  by  a  remarkable 
woman,  he  did  that  which  would  have  daunted  Hercules 
himself. 

By  nature  the  simplest  and  most  inconspicuous  of  men,  he 
was  truly  great.  The  Heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  firmament  showeth  his  handiwork.  The  mind  of  John 
Brashear  dwelt  among  the  stars.  He  necessarily  brooded  upon 
infinity:  hence  his  captivating  simplicity.  The  peace  that 
comes  from  intimacy  with  nature  in  her  splendor  and  loveli- 
ness was  his. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3o6  Stone  6f  Webster  Journal 

Lions  in  the  Lobby 

ABOUT  the  most  uncommon  thing  in  the  world  is  com- 
mon sense.  Uncommon  persons  have  it,  and  common 
persons  don't — for  the  mere  possession  of  it  makes  one  un- 
common. It  is  a  saving  grace:  "Rich  in  saving  common 
sense,"  sings  Tennyson. 

There  is  a  vast  amount  of  uncommon  sense  afloat  today. 
It  is  intent  on  revolutionizing  the  world. 

"But  Titus  said,  with  his  uncommon  sense. 
When  the  Exclusion  Bill  was  in  suspense: 
Hear  a  lion  in  the  lobby  roar; 
Say,  Mr.  Speaker,  shall  we  shut  the  door 
And  keep  him  there,  or  shall  we  let  him  in 
To  try  if  we  can  turn  him  out  again  ?" 

That  was  written  two  centuries  ago.  We  feel  sure  that  the 
uncommon  sense  of  today  would  say,  "Let  him  in!"  In  fact, 
we  have  let  in  a  number  of  roaring  lions  lately;  some  day  we 
shall  try  to  turn  them  out.  Item,  a  stupendous  tax  rate! 
That  is  only  one.  Lions  are  as  thick  about  us  today  as  they 
used  to  be  about  the  campfires  in  the  South  African  veldt. 
Common  sense  says,  "Keep  them  out!"  Uncommon  sense 
says,  "Let's  debate  the  question  of  admitting  them!" 

Common  sense  is  apparently  like  the  gift  of  poetry — the 
poet  is  bom,  not  made.  Still,  there  is  an  art  of  poetry,  and 
many  persons  study  it  carefully  and  try  to  exercise  it.  And 
there  'are  a  few  fundamental  things  about  common  sense 
that  all  can  master  if  they  try  hard. 

The  first  thing  common  sense  teaches  is  that  one  gets  by 
giving.  Giving  is  work.  The  only  things  a  human  being  knows 
by  intuition  are  that  he  is,  that  there  are  things  external  to 
him,  and  that  today  is  not  yesterday  or  tomorrow. 

But  a  human  being  cannot  live  very  long  on  this  earth  by 
merely  intuiting  these  three  things.  He  has  got  to  feed  and 
clothe  and  shelter  himself  by  using  the  things  that  are  exter- 
nal to  him,  and  he  has  not  only  got  to  do  it  today,  but  also 
tomorrow,  as  he  had  to  do  it  yesterday.  That  means  work. 
His  death  knell  will  ring  in  a  very  few  hours  if  he  does  not 
work,  or  if  someone  does  not  work  for  him.  But  of  that  later. 

He  is  obliged  to  put  out  his  hand  and  grasp  the  things  that 
lie  outside  of  himself  and  convey  them  to  his  mouth  and 
back,  and  usually  he  has  to  manipulate  them  before  he  so 
conveys  them.  "If  a  man  will  not  work  he  shall  not  eat." 
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All  this  seems  very  elementary.  Yet  a  good  part  of  the 
world  is  acting  today  as  if  there  was  not  a  word  of  truth  in 
it.  A  great  many  persons  have  acquired  the  idea  that  the 
Almighty  will  feed  them  with  manna  from  heaven,  as  he 
fed  the  Israelites,  or  that  they  will  be  fed  by  the  ravens  as 
Elijah  was.  Alas!  those  days  have  gone  by.  A  great  many 
others,  however,  seem  to  think  that  they  can  avoid  work 
by  making  others  work  for  them.  This  brings  us  to  another 
thing  common  sense  teaches. 

Self-reliance  is  as  essential  as  work.  In  the  long  run  every 
tub  has  to  stand  on  its  own  bottom.  No  one  is  going  to  work 
very  long  for  another  unless  the  other  works  for  him.  If 
the  other  does  not  work  he  will  have  no  means  of  making 
payment.  The  quitter  has  got  to  have  some  self-reliance, 
otherwise  he  cannot  quit.  If  a  few  persons  should  think  that 
they  could  make  all  the  rest  their  slaves,  and  by  so  doing 
get  rid  of  working  themselves,  they  would  soon  find  they 
had  obtained  the  worse  end  of  the  bargain.  We  have  heard 
more  than  one  Southerner  say  that  in  the  old  plantation  days 
he  worked  a  good  deal  harder  than  his  slaves.  Keeping  track 
of  slaves  and  making  them  supply  your  needs  is,  and  always 
has  been,  a  difficult  task.  Your  muscles  may  not  work  so  hard, 
but  your  brain  wears  out  a  good  deal  quicker. 

It  is  impossible  to  dodge  work  in  that  way.  The  trouble  is, 
we  associate  work  with  a  weekly  wage.  If  a  man  does  not  go 
to  the  mill  on  Monday  morning  his  pay  stops,  and  he  says 
he  is  not  working.  But  he  makes  the  mistake  of  his  life.  The 
chief  thing  about  most  persons  is  their  stomach.  Though 
a  man  may  cease  working  in  the  mill  he  cannot  stop  his 
stomach  working.  Our  knowledge  of  physiology  is  somewhat 
limited,  but  we  suspect  that  the  stomach  works  harder 
without  food  than  it  does  with  it. 

One  has  to  work  whether  he  wants  to  or  not.  If  he  does 
not  work  one  way  he  will  another.  The  mere  act  of  breathing 
is  work,  and  if  you  go  too  long  without  eating  breathing 
becomes  a  more  difficult  proposition.  No  work  usually  means 
more  work.  The  only  way  to  prevent  this  is  by  making 
someone  do  most  of  your  work  for  you.  Personally  we  do 
not  believe  you  can  do  this  without  slaves  who  cost  you  less 
effort  than  you  would  expend  in  satisfying  your  needs  your- 
self, and  this  we  believe  can  be  done  only  in  rare  instances. 

There  is  one  other  way,  and  it  is  the  only  way  that  seems 
to  have  any  chance  of  success.  One  may  live  comfortably  on 
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the  inherited  results  of  somebody  else's  work.  The  work  is 
chere,  but  another  person  has  done  it  and  has  handed  on 
the  profit.  But  if  we  understand  the  world  aright,  it  is  today 
intent  on  taking  away  the  profit  before  it  can  reach  the 
beneficiary.  This  is  a  very  important  consideration  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  self-reliance. 

If  a  man  works  hard  and  piles  up  an  excess  to  pass  on  to 
others  who  shall  come  after  him,  and  in  whom  he  has  an 
interest,  and  then  is  told  that  his  beneficiaries  are  not  going 
to  be  allowed  to  possess  it,  one  thing  is  pretty  sure  to  happen. 
The  next  man  who  thinks  of  acquiring  an  excess  will  pause. 
He  will  say:  "If  my  heirs  are  not  going  to  be  allowed  to  in- 
herit anything  from  me,  I  will  see  that  there  is  nothing  for 
anyone  to  inherit.'*  In  other  words,  he  will  be  strongly 
tempted  to  consume  all  that  he  gets  as  he  goes  along,  and  to 
get  no  more  than  he  comfortably  needs. 

We  can  think  of  no  better  way  to  put  a  dead  hand  on 
the  accumulation  of  world  wealth.  If  such  a  policy  were 
pursued,  the  world  would  in  a  generation  or  two  begin  to 
wonder  what  had  happened  to  it.  Even  if  everyone  were  fed 
out  of  the  public  crib,  there  would  be  much  less  in  the  crib. 
A  good  many  persons  would  have  to  die  off  in  order  that  the 
rest  might  have  as  much  as  they  had  before,  and  probably 
that  would  not  accomplish  the  result. 

You  cannot  feed  many  persons  out  of  the  public  crib  very 
long  without  sending  civilization  down  hill  at  a  pretty  rapid 
pace.  The  Roman  emperors  played  that  card,  but  failed  to 
take  the  trick.  But  of  course  we  should  not  be  foolish  enough 
to  try  that  now.  That  is,  we  think  we  should  not.  But  old 
things  have  a  way  of  cropping  up  with  new  names.  The 
trouble  was  that  the  Roman  emperors  were  afraid  of  the 
people,  and  they  gave  them  bread  and  circuses  to  keep  them 
from  interfering  in  politics.  Sabotaging  is  a  comparatively 
new  word,  but  the  thing  is  not  new. 

Crawling  out  of  work  was  a  joyful  pursuit  in  the  days  of 
the  Roman  emperors,  but  like  everything  else  it  had  to  be 
paid  for,  and  the  emperors  had  to  put  up  the  cash,  which 
they  got  by  draining  the  economic  resources  of  the  empire, 
just  as  we  have  been  draining  the  resources  of  this  nation  by 
the  Adamson  law  and  a  good  many  other  foolish  devices. 
The  emperors  threw  common  sense  to  the  winds.  Common 
sense  should  have  told  them  the  right  way  to  do  it,  but  they 
preferred  the  wrong.  Possibly  they  were  weak  in  common 
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sense,  or  possibly  they  did  not  care  what  the  result  would  be 
when  they  were  gone. 

History  has  recorded  what  happened  on  that  occasion. 
Most  persons  who  have  had  a  common  school  education 
know  what  history  has  taught,  but  it  all  happened  so  long  ago 
that  we  think  it  can't  happen  again.  Pompeii  was  destroyed 
by  a  volcano  in  the  year  79  A.D.,  which  was  pretty  long  ago; 
nevertheless  St.  Pierre  had  a  dose  of  the  same  nature  in 
1907.  It  is  well  not  to  take  too  much  for  granted — a  thousand 
years  with  the  Lord  are  as  one  day.  What  has  been  will  be, 
granted  the  same  conditions.  If  the  conditions  that  produced 
the  Ice  Age  are  ever  duplicated,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
temperate  zone  will  be  trekking  rapidly  towards  the  equator. 

What  is  it  that  has  kept  the  human  race  from  going  to 
smash  during  the  countless  centuries  it  has  inhabited  this 
earth?  The  thing  represented  by  the  word  "authority." 
Experience  has  taught  that  if  human  beings  are  going  to  live 
on  this  planet  otherwise  than  as  brutes,  there  must  be  a 
recognition  of  authority.  Authority  is  a  rather  large  word. 
It  may  mean  obedience  to  an  individual  or  a  group  of  in- 
dividuals, or  it  may  mean  obedience  to  principles  of  action 
that  have  been  clearly  attested  by  experience — the  only  test 
possible.  Nothing  can  be  had  in  this  world  without  conditions. 
If  we  don't  care  to  accept  the  conditions,  we  can't  have  the 
thing.  Occasionally  we  may  appear  to  have  it  for  a  time,  but 
that  only  aggravates  matters.  The  longer  we  infringe  a  law 
the  worse  the  punishment  in  the  end. 

We  may  fight  against  men  and  overthrow  them,  but  we 
can't  overthrow  the  principles  which  the  power  outside  our- 
selves has  laid  down  for  the  governance  of  human  affairs. 
Wise  minds  have  formulated  these  principles  for  us,  and 
history  has  recorded  the  manner  in  which  the  principles 
have  been  applied  to  date.  In  the  past  these  principles  have 
been  applied  with  a  fair  measure  of  success.  They  have  not  by 
any  means  been  applied  as  well  as  they  might  have  been,  but 
they  have  been  held  in  sufficient  respect  to  produce  what  we 
call  civilization. 

But  today  wise  minds  seem  to  be  held  in  light  esteem.  Our 
knowledge  of  the  past  is  so  scanty  that  we  cannot  recall  what 
history  has  taught.  The  few  who  possess  a  knowledge  of  what 
she  has  taught  are  held  in  small  regards — and  this  at  a  time 
when  human  affairs  call  for  more  knowledge  than  the  race  has 
ever  yet  had  to  exercise. 
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In  this  connection  we  arc  reminded  of  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Gilbert  Murray  on  the  Peloponnesian  War.  That  was  a 
diminutive  struggle  in  comparison  with  the  War  of  1914,  but 
it  corrupted  the  finest  civilization  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

"Such  times  called  forth  naturally  the  men  that  suited 
them.  The  assembly  cared  less  to  listen  to  decent  and 
thoughtful  people,  not  to  speak  of  philosophers.  It  was 
feeling  bitter  and  fierce  and  frightened,  and  it  liked  speakers 
who  were  feeling  the  same. 

"We  must  distinguish  carefully  between  two  motions — 
Enlightenment  and  Democracy.  They  happen  to  have  gone 
together  in  two  or  three  of  the  greatest  periods  of  human 
progress  and  we  are  apt  to  regard  them  as  somewhat  neces- 
sarily allied,  but  they  are  not.  Doubtless  Democracy  is  itselt 
an  exalted  conception  and  belongs  naturally  to  the  ideas  of 
the  Enlightenment,  just  as  does  the  belief  in  Reason,  in  the 
free  pursuit  of  knowledge,  in  justice  to  the  weak,  the  wish  to 
be  right  rather  than  to  be  victorious,  or  the  hatred  of  vio- 
lence and  superstition  as  such.  But  the  trouble  is  that  in  a 
backward  and  untrained  people  the  victory  of  democracy 
may  result  in  the  defeat  of  the  other  exalted  ideas." 

That  was  certainly  true  of  the  ancient  Athenians,  who  are 
not  usually  stigmatized  as  backward.  And  it  appears  to  be 
equally  true  of  the  modern  Greeks.  The  latter,  like  the  for- 
mer, have  used  fine  words  while  refusing  to  perform  fine 
deeds.  It  seemed  to  be  a  passion  with  the  ancient  Athe- 
nians to  discard  their  great  statesmen  in  the  full  fruition  of 
their  powers.  The  modern  Greeks  are  quite  as  bad.  The 
Anathema  of  Alcibiades'  day  was  eflfectually  employed 
against  Venizelos  only  a  few  years  ago.  As  the  ancients 
abandoned  Pericles  for  Cleon,  so  the  modems  discarded 
Venizelos  for  Constantine. 

The  lobby  of  Democracy  is,  and  always  has  been,  crowded 
with  wild  beasts  (lions  and  jackals  alike.)  Common  sense 
advocates  a  stockade  to  keep  them  out.  But  common  sense  is 
not  a  common  possession.  For  all  the  Athenians,  and 
strangers  which  were  there,  spent  their  time  in  nothing  else, 
but  either  to  tell  or  to  hear  some  new  thing.  There  was  always 
some  new  thing  in  the  lobby.  It  might  be  a  lion,  or  a  jackal, 
or  a  fond  gazelle.  To  the  Athenians  it  mattered  little  which  it 
was.  Nor  does  it  seem  to  matter  much  to  us  of  today.  We 
love  the  glamor  of  uncommon  sense — common  sense  is 
prosaic. 
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A  Star  Gazer 
By  H.  a.  Lemmon 

[a  cheerful,  plainly  dressed,  self-effadng  little  old  man  was  frequently  encoun- 
tered  in  Washington  during  the  war.  One  day  a  friend,  pointing  him  out,  said, 
"Lemmon,  there  is  a  story  in  that  man."  It  took  a  long  time  to  get  it,  but  here  it  b, 
patched  together  from  fragments,  obtained  from  many  sources  other  than  the  man 
himself.  The  story  constitutes  a  portion  of  a  talk  by  Mr.  Lemmon,  of  the  Personnel 
Department  of  Stone  &  Webster,  to  employees  of  New  England  companies. — ^The 
Editor.] 

A  LITTLE  more  than  forty  years  ago  there  stood  on  one 
of  the  soot-shrouded  hills  of  South  Pittsburg  a  lowly 
little  cottage,  which  was  entirely  appropriate  to  its  rather 
squalid  neighborhood  and  neighbors.  It  was  occupied  by  a 
couple  well  along  in  middle  life.  The  wife's  name  was 
Phoebe  and  the  husband's  name  was  John.  John  was  an  in- 
dustrious workman  who  for  over  twenty  years  had  labored 
in  the  pattern  shop  of  one  of  the  great  steel  mills.  A  few  too 
brief  years  in  public  school  apparently  comprised  his  edu- 
cational equipment  and  did  not  seem  to  have  fitted  him  for 
much  that  he  had  not  already  accomplished — and  that  was 
little.  It  must  have  seemed  to  John  and  to  Phoebe,  as  it  did 
to  his  employer  and  to  their  neighbors,  that  having  passed 
the  age  of  forty  years — ^untrained  and  uneducated — their 
future  could  very  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  but  a  re- 
flection of  their  past — without  promise  of  escape  from  the 
routine. 

They  were  kindly  people  and  highly  esteemed  by  their 
neighbors,  and  more  particularly  by  the  children,  who  had  a 
way  of  coming  from  a  considerable  distance  and  gathering 
about  the  cabin  just  before  nightfall.  Then  after  dark  John 
would  call  these  youngsters  to  him  and  they  would  walk  up 
to  the  top  of  the  hill  a  few  yards  back  of  his  home  and  with 
breathless  interest  they  would  listen  while  John  told  them  of 
the  stars  and  the  planets  as  they  came  into  view.  Their 
parents  rather  approved  this  nightly  excursion  of  their 
youngsters,  because  plainly  they  were  not  in  mischief  and 
there  didn't  seem  to  be  any  harm  in  the  man  who  lived  in  the 
stars. 

Thirty-five  years  before,  John,  then  a  boy  of  seven,  had 
come  into  unexpected  possession  of  a  whole  five  cent  piece, 
which  he  had  at  once  invested  in  gaining  a  peep  at  the 
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heavens  through  the  telescope  of  an  itinerant  street  fakir, 
and  from  that  day  on  he  dreamed  of  those  far  away  worlds 
and  their  mystery. 

He  had  gained  several  books  of  astronomy,  which  became 
progressively  easier  for  him  to  read  and  to  understand.  His 
all-compelling  interest  in  this  one  subject  cut  him  off  from 
sympathetic  intercourse  with  his  fellow  workers,  whose  minds 
were  occupied  with  the  more  practical  things  of  existence,  but 
in  losing  their  companionship  he  gained  a  far  greater  one — 
that  of  his  wife,  and  it  was  she  who  one  night  suggested  that 
they  must  have  a  telescope  of  their  own  through  which  they 
might  read  the  wonderful  story. 

There  were  some  savings,  a  very  few  hundred  dollars; 
and  after  much  discussion  and  much  planning  it  was  deter- 
mined to  purchase  one.  The  decision  once  arrived  at,  the 
couple  set  forth  boldly  one  evening  upon  the  great  errand. 
To  their  dismay  they  learned  that  an  instrument  such  as 
would  be  of  real  use  to  them  would  cost  $1800 — more  than 
three  times  the  sum  of  their  savings.  It  was  a  discouraged 
pair  that  climbed  its  way  back  to  the  hills,  and  it  was  away 
late  in  the  night  when  there  blossomed  forth  the  suggestion — 
"We  will  make  a  telescope." 

It  was  no  part  of  their  plan  actually  to  construct  the  lens, 
but  merely  to  build  the  mountings.  John  went  to  work.  In  an 
old  shed  back  of  his  cabin  he  began  the  assembling  of  odds 
and  ends  from  the  scrap  heaps  of  all  of  the  mills.  In  a  year  he 
had  built  up  a  boiler,  an  engine  that  would  run,  and  a 
serviceable  lathe.  Eighteen  months  more  found  the  mounting 
for  the  new  telescope  completed,  and  they  still  had  $300  of 
their  savings  intact. 

Once  more  with  swift  beating  hearts  the  couple  set  out  for 
the  instrument  house,  this  time  to  purchase  merely  a  lens, 
only  to  learn  that  it  would  cost  in  excess  of  $1200 — that  their 
two  years  and  a  half  of  labor  represented  the  smallest  part 
of  the  expense  necessary.  Like  an  inspiration  there  came  to 
them  the  determination,  "We  will  make  a  lens."  The  raw 
material  was  easily  within  their  means,  and  after  a  few  more 
months  of  work  getting  the  little  shop  equipped  for  this 
additional  burden,  the  work  of  grinding  began.  Every 
Sunday,  every  holiday  and  every  night,  many  times  until 
past  midnight,  the  work  went  on  after  the  long  hard  day  at 
the  mill  and  at  household  tasks,  until  after  three  years  it 
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neared  completion  only  to  develop  disastrous  limitations 
which  made  it  worthless. 

Five  years  and  a  half  of  wasted  effort!  It  took  courageous 
hearts  to  go  on,  but  go  on  they  did  and  the  work  of  grinding 
out  a  new  lens  began  immediately.  Practice  made  it  easier 
and  only  two  years  were  required  to  bring  this  second 
attempt  to  its  final  stages. 

All  of  that  part  of  Pittsburg  took  an  interest  in  the  work 
going  on  in  that  little  shed  on  the  hill,  and  as  the  bit  of 
quartz  assumed  form  it  was  esteemed  a  neighborhood 
achievement.  The  grinding  and  polishing  completed,  the 
perfect  product  was  ready  for  silvering  and  mounting. 
Certainly  John  and  his  wife  would  earn  the  thrill  of  satis- 
faction which  would  come  to  them  with  their  first  glimpse  of 
those  other  worlds  through  an  instrument  of  their  own  con- 
struction. Perhaps  that  one  moment  would  compensate 
them  for  the  labors  and  the  sacrifices  of  nearly  eight  years. 
Possibly  it  was  the  thought  of  those  years  which  caused  the 
hand  to  tremble;  but  whatever  it  may  have  been,  the  lens 
slipped,  fell  to  the  floor,  and  was  shattered  into  a  hundred 
fragments. 

Swiftly  the  word  went  around  and  the  despair  and  sorrow 
of  the  man  who  lived  in  the  stars  was  felt  in  many  humble 
homes  that  night.  Children  came  by  the  score  to  stand  in 
silence,  too  mindful  of  the  great  calamity  which  had  be- 
fallen their  friend  to  offer  consolation  other  than  by  their 
presence. 

Word  of  the  disaster  reached  the  steel  mills  before  John 
himself  arrived  the  next  morning  and  the  kindly  man's 
fellow  workmen  were  all  sympathy,  for  it  had  been  years 
since  any  one  had  derided  the  dreamer.  The  noon  hour 
found  him  seated  on  a  bench  alone,  head  bowed  down,  eyes 
staring  at  nothing,  dinner  bucket  unopened.  His  foreman 
came  to  him  and  laying  a  friendly  hand  upon  his  shoulder, 
said: 

"John,  I  am  sorry.  But  it  is  the  best  thing  that  could  have 
happened  to  you.  No  man  can  work  all  night  at  home  and 
all  day  in  the  steel  mill  and  keep  his  job.  You  must  forget 
this  whole  nonsense." 

It  was  a  long  afternoon — seemingly  interminable —  but 
the  end  finally  came  and  John  left  the  mill  for  home.  His 
bearing  told  too  well  of  the  great  blow  which  had  come  to 
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him.  He  was  fifty  years  old — still  a  laborer — beyond  the 
years  when  mere  determination  compels  success.  It  seemed 
that  he  must  accept  the  advice  and  the  warning  of  his  fore- 
man. With  an  effort  to  throw  off  his  dejection  he  staggered 
into  his  cabin.  Phoebe  didn't  meet  him;  she  wasn't  in  the 
kitchen;  there  was  a  light  in  the  little  shed  out  behind;  he 
went  out  and  looked  into  its  window.  A  fire  was  under  the 
boiler,  steam  was  up,  a  fresh  bit  of  quartz  was  in  the  lathe, 
and  as  he  opened  the  door  his  wife  said  quietly,  "We'll  make 
a  new  one."  And  they  did,  successfully  completing  it  this 
time  after  his  fifty-first  birthday. 

Soon  there  crept  into  the  newspapers  of  Pittsburg  crude 
contributions  from  an  amateur  astronomer.  They  appeared  at 
rare  intervals  and  in  inconspicuous  places,  but  they  began  to 
attract  the  attention  of  a  scientist  here  and  another  there, 
and  some  delightful  correspondence  ensued.  Finally  one  of 
these  articles,  announcing  a  hitherto  unknown  movement  in 
the  heavens,  came  to  the  attention  of  Professor  Samuel  P. 

Langley,  a  former  Dorchester  boy himself  to  be  later 

ridiculed  and  hounded  into  a  premature  grave  because 
he  sought  to  demonstrate  that  a  heavier-than-air  flying 
machine  could  be  successfully  constructed.  Dr.  Langley 
cabled  to  observatories  in  Europe,  one  in  Asia,  and  tele- 
graphed to  California.  The  reply  came  that  the  Pittsburger 
was  correct  in  his  calculations,  and  then  Langley  took  the 
train  and  hunted  up  the  laborer  of  the  steel  mills.  We  wish  we 
might  know  just  what  passed  between  them,  the  workman  in 
overalls  and  the  great  scientist  who  was  famed  throughout 
the  civilized  world,  but  we  do  not  other  than  that  visit 
marked  the  turning  point. 

Gradually  the  fame  of  the  Pittsburger  spread,  and  as  time 
went  on  the  great  observatories  of  Germany  and  the  United 
States  became  owners  of  lenses  of  wonderful  perfection 
turned  out  by  the  hand  of  this  amateur  grinder.  And  then 
came  the  72  inch  parabolic  mirror  for  the  Dominion  Observa- 
tory,  Victoria,  Canada,  and  all  of  the  scientific  world  knew  of 
the  man  who  had  accomplished  the  seemingly  impossible.  A 
few  more  years,  and  he  was  famed  as  the  world's  greatest 
maker  of  instruments  of  precision.  It  is  useless  to  endeavor  to 
recount  his  achievements.  They  were  epoch-making  in  his 
world,  but  his  world  is  not  ours  and  we  would  not  understand 
the  significance  of  many  of  them. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  Star  Gazer  315 


France  wanted  to  establish  its  standard  of  measurement — 
the  metre.  It  had  a  bit  of  platinum,  a  metre  in  length,  pre- 
served under  glass  and  carefully  guarded,  but  even  platinum 
does  contract  and  expand  to  some  degree  under  temperature 
changes  and  handling  does  wear  it,  however  little.  So  France 
must  have  a  measuring  stick  which  would  never  change  and 
which  would  be  indestructible.  It  came  to  America,  to 
Pittsburg,  and  asked  John  Alfred  Brashear  to  do  this  job.  It 
was  conceived  that  these  standards  of  measurement  could  be 
determined  in  wave  lengths  of  light,  which  would  be  un- 
alterable. But  first  John  Brashear  must  construct  an  instru- 
ment to  be  known  as  the  interferometer,  using  a  series  of 
light  refracting  plates.  These  plates  were  flat  and  their 
surfaces  must  attain  a  degree  of  perfection  never  before  even 
approached  by  anything  in  existence.  It  was  accomplished. 
They  were  planed  on  a  machine  which  would  stop  auto- 
matically when  any  error  in  their  perfect  flatness  equal  to 
1-800,000  of  an  inch  was  encountered.  One  eight  hundred 
thousandth  of  an  inch ! 

The  years  remaining  to  John  Brashear  were  busy  ones,  and 
fiill  of  honors  in  his  chosen  field.  One  of  the  features  of  his 
world-famed  factory  was  that  it  owned  no  patents  and  had  no 
secrets.  The  foremost  scientific  societies  and  universities  of 
all  lands  conferred  marks  of  distinction  upon  him,  and  when 
Governor  Brumbaugh  appointed  a  commission  of  prominent 
people  to  determine  who  was  Pennsylvania's  most  distin- 
guished citizen,  its  members  unanimously  designated  Dr. 
John  Brashear,  or  "Uncle  John"  as  he  was  better  known. 

Upon  retiring  as  president  of  the  Society  of  American 
Mechanical  Engineers  in  191 5,  he  took  from  his  pocket  a  bit 
of  thin  steel  approximately  the  size  of  a  safety  razor  blade. 
Its  value  was  placed  at  over  $100,000  simply  because  its 
microscopically  ruled  surface  was  so  perfect  that  a  single  ray 
of  light  striking  it  was  instantly  shattered  into  a  thousand 
fragments.  It  was  true  to  within  1-3,000,000  of  an  inch. 

On  Dr.  Brashear's  seventy-fifth  birthday  there  was  given 
a  dinner  which  will  long  be  remembered  in  Pennsylvania. 
Alexander  Graham  Bell,  Charles  M.  Schwab,  Henry  Clay 
Frick,  Rear  Admiral  Robert  £.  Peary,  and  many  other  men 
of  high  achievement  joined  Uncle  John's  neighbors  in  paying 
him  homage.  One  thousand  people  sat  down  at  dinner  and 
the  table  was  piled  high  with  telegrams  and  cablegrams  of 
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congratulation,  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
from  rulers  of  foreign  lands,  from  scientific  societies,  from 
institutions  of  learning,  and  from  over  thirty  thousand  of  his 
less  known  but  well-beloved  neighbors. 

In  the  receiving  line  were  the  Jew  and  the  Christian,  the 
Protestant  and  the  Catholic,  the  world-famed  and  the  ob- 
scure, the  rich  and  the  poor.  There  were  even  people  whom 
the  doctor  had  rescued  from  privation;  the  most  prominent 
educators,  social  and  financial  leaders — ^people  from  all 
stations  in  life  down  to  the  dirty  little  newsboy  with  his 

Eapers  under  his  arm.  There  was  a  deaf  and  dumb  man  who 
ad  known  the  doctor  in  other  years,  and  who  brought  his 
congratulations  and  best  wishes  written  on  a  paper  so  that  he 
would  not  take  up  too  much  time,  and  an  Italian  laborer  who 
was  attending  night  school  in  the  neighborhood  and  who 
came  running  in  to  speak  the  only  words  of  English  he  knew, 
"I  wish  you  many  happy  returns  of  the  day."  There  were 
delegations  from  the  School  for  the  Blind,  the  Newsboy's 
Home,  and  from  many  other  institutions  and  societies,  a 
crowd  of  colored  people  who  had  had  a  share  of  his  loving 
service,  and — by  no  means  least — a  great  group  of  parents, 
poor  people,  whose  children  had  been  helped  along  life's 
road  by  the  kindly  Pittsburger. 

Three  years  before  his  friends  had  foimded  the  Brashear 
Settlement  Association,  preserving  in  its  grounds  the  old 
cottage  where  the  doctor  had  spent  his  younger  years.  It 
is  called  "Inspiration,"  for  together  with  the  rude  shop  in  the 
rear  it  will  long  point  out  to  the  lads  who  are  being  helped 
along  there  that  from  humble  beginnings  one  may  rise  to 
greatness  through  hard  work.* 

About  four  years  ago  his  wife,  whose  perfect  companion- 
ship and  understanding  had  unquestionably  been  the  great 
source  of  his  inspiration  and  his  courage,  passed  away  and 
her  ashes  were  tenderly  enshrined  in  the  base  of  the  great 
telescope  of  Allegheny  Observatory.  A  little  over  a  year  ago 
his  were  placed  by  her  side.  It  has  not  been  thought  necessary 
to  alter  the  inscription  he  himself  chiseled  to  mark  the  last 
resting  place  of  his  comrade  of  so  many  and  eventful  years: 

"We  have  loved  the  stars  too  fondly  to  be  fearful  of  the 
night." 
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The   Permit  Celebration   of  the  Shogawa 
Hydro-Electric  Company 

The  interesting  description  of  the  celebration  here  portrayed  is  taken  from  a 
letter  written  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Macy,  in  charge  of  the  work  of  Stone  &  Webster  in 
Japan.    Explanatory  notes  in  brackets  have  been  added  in  the  Boston  office. 

The  Japanese  Government  Permit  which  the  Shogawa 
Hydro-Electric  Company  has  been  endeavoring  to  obtain 
since  last  January  was  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  on 
July  i6,  1922. 

[This  permit  covers  the  proposed  construction  of  the 
highest  overflow  dam  ever  built  in  Japan,  together  with 
a  hydro-electric  station  with  installed  machinery  capac- 
ity between  30,000  and  40,000  kilowatts,  and  an  18- 
mile  transmission  line.  The  dam  will  be  200  feet  from 
river  bed  to  crest,  and  about  235  feet  above  foundations. 
It  is  designed  for  a  maximum  depth  of  overflow  of  15 
feet  over  the  crest,  which  is  to  be  provided  with  Tainter 
gates.  An  auxiliary  hillside  spillway  is  also  provided. 
The  work  covers  many  problems  of  an  unusual  and 
stupendous  nature.] 

Preparations  were  immediately  begun  for  a  grand  cele- 
bration at  the  dam  site  and  little  else  was  accomplished 
during  the  following  two  weeks. 

On  the  night  of  July  27,  Mr.  C.  A.  Bigelow,  Mr.  L.  N. 
Reeve  and  I  accompanied  Mr.  S.  Asano,  President  of  the 
Company,  and  the  Directors  to  Aoshima  to  attend  the 
celebration  which  took  place  the  following  day.  It  turned  out 
to  be  quite  a  pretentious  afi^air  and  is  said  to  have  cost  the 
company  about  seven  thousand  yen  (?3,5oo). 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  we  went  to  the  dam  site 
in  boats.  The  core  drilling  shop  had  been  torn  down  and  the 
lumber  used  to  build  a  tent-covered  platform  on  the  pro- 
jecting rocky  point  at  the  dam  site  just  below  where  the 
small  creek  empties  into  the  river.  The  ceremony  was  con- 
ducted by  six  white-robed  Shinto  priests,  who  occupied 
chairs  along  one  side  of  the  platform.  Seven  chairs  on  the 
opposite  side  were  occupied  by  the  Vice-Governor  of  Toyama 
Prefecture,  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Prefecture,  two  other 
Government  officials,  Mr.  Asano,  Mr.  Nanbu  and  myself.  A 
small  altar  or  shrine  stood  on  the  river  end  of  the  platform. 
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A  small  pile  of  sand  had  been  placed  on  each  side  of  the  shrine. 
In  front  of  the  shrine  stood  a  narrow  table  or  shelf,  on  which 
the  priests  during  the  ceremony  placed  nine  trays  con- 
taining the  food  offerings  of  rice,  rice  cakes,  two  kinds  of 
fish,  vermicelli,  radishes,  apples,  seaweed  and  sake. 

[A  Shinto  ceremony  was  performed  as  being  the 
original  and  present  national  religion  of  Japan,  and  as 
being  customary  for  a  new  and  unusual  enterprise.  A 
temporary  shrine  or  altar  consists  of  a  certain  kind  of 
tree,  in  this  case  planted  in  a  tub,  decorated  in  white 
streamers  to  indicate  its  holy  character  and  to  ward  off 
the  evil  spirits. 

Shintoism  centers  around  the  worship  of  the  Mikado, 
a  direct  descendant  of  the  first  Emperor,  who  was  a  god, 
or  rather  related  to  the  principle  god,  the  sun.  As  the 
sun  brightens  the  day,  so  is  the  Emperor  supposed  to 
make  happier  the  life  of  the  nation,  guarding  and 
directing  its  destinies.  The  religion  also  includes  ancestor 
worship,  and  teaches  loyalty,  patriotism  and  devotion 
to  the  nation. 

The  offering  of  the  finest  of  the  most  common  foods 
to  the  spirit  has  been  the  custom  of  generations.  After 
the  ceremony,  these  foods  are  eagerly  sought  for  by  the 
people  as  being  uncommonly  holy  and  pure.] 

Near  the  end  of  the  ceremony  platform  away  from  the 
river  was  a  small  open  shed,  under  which  sat  three  red- 
robed  musicians  and  the  trays  of  food  offerings  and  a  white- 
robed  attendant.  The  crowd  gathered  around  outside. 

The  ceremony  began  by  the  High  Priest,  who  sat  next  to 
the  altar,  rising  and  after  bowing  to  us  and  the  crowd,  facing 
the  altar,  and  bowing  again,  then  stepping  backward  two 
steps  and  clapping  his  hands  twice.  He  then  faced  about, 
bowed  and  took  from  the  sleeve  of  his  robe  a  short  document 
which  he  read,  after  which  he  bowed  again  and  took  his  seat. 
Each  of  the  other  five  priests  then  did  likewise  in  turn. 

The  food  offerings  were  then  brought,  one  tray  at  a  time, 
by  the  priests'  attendant  and  passed  from  one  priest  to 
another  until  they  reached  the  head  of  the  line  and  were 
placed  by  the  High  Priest  on  the  table  before  the  altar. 
Then  came  two  shovels.  The  priest  handed  the  first  to  Mr. 
Asano,  and  the  second  came  to  me  just  as  Mr.  S.  Taketa 
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came  up  behind  me  and  whispered  that  I  was  to  assist  Mr. 
Asano  shovel  the  piles  of  sand  into  the  river  as  the  first  work 
done  on  the  dam.  Mr.  Asano  took  the  pile  on  the  priest's  side 
of  the  platform  and  I  the  other.  I  made  one  mistake,  in  that 
when  through  shoveling  I  did  not  lay  my  shovel  down  on  the 
spot  but  brought  it  back  and  handed  it  to  the  priest.  Mr. 
Asano  says  it  appeared  that  our  work  being  completed  I 
thought  the  shovel  should  be  returned  to  the  tool  box. 

Next  two  small  hand  sickles,  such  as  are  used  for  cutting 
rice,  were  brought  and  handed  to  Mr.  S.  Nanbu,  Managing 
Director  and  another  official,  who  advanced  to  the  spots 
from  which  the  sand  had  been  removed  and  pretended  to 
cut  something,  symbolic  of  reaping  the  rewards  of  our  work. 

Next  came  a  tray  containing  a  number  of  small  branches 
with  pieces  of  artistically  cut  white  paper  tied  on  each  small 
twig.  The  tray  was  first  presented  to  the  Vice-Go vernor, 
who  arose,  took  a  branch,  bowed  to  the  priests,  then  to  us 
and  the  crowd  and  advanced  to  the  altar,  where  after  bowing 
again  he  placed  the  branch  on  another  tray.  He  then  stepped 
backward  two  steps,  clapped  his  hands  two  times,  bowed, 
wheeled  about-face,  bowed  and  took  his  seat.  The  remainder 
of  us  did  likewise  in  turn. 

[Oftentimes  these  decorated  twigs,  cut  from  the  same 
holy  tree  as  that  comprising  the  temporary  shrine,  are 
waved  back  and  forth  to  ward  off  the  evil  spirits  from 
the  locality,  and  in  the  present  instance  signified  the 
hope  of  each  for  the  successful  completion  of  the 
enterprise.] 

Thus  the  work  of  building  the  dam  was  properly  and 
religiously  started.  May  the  actual  work  be  as  successful  as 
the  ceremony! 

The  officials  then  took  to  the  boats  and  proceeded  down 
the  river  for  the  main  celebration,  which  was  to  take  place  at 
the  office  beginning  at  11  a.m. 

The  two  cottages  which  had  been  occupied  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Reeve  and  by  my  family  had  been  arranged  for  rest 
rooms  for  the  invited  officials,  and  the  drinking  of  Japanese 
refreshments  was  going  on  merrily  when  I  arrived. 

At  the  office  the  space  between  the  two  wings  of  the 
building  had  been  floored  over  with  lumber,  obtained  by 
dismantling  the  drilling  barges,  and  a  stage  or  raised  plat- 
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form  erected  along  the  back  or  river  side.  This  space  had 
been  covered  over  with  canvas  and  the  windows  and  walls 
removed  from  the  sides  of  the  building  facing  this  space  so  as 
to  make  one  large  room.  The  room  had  been  well  decorated 
with  flags,  flowers  and  bunting,  and  an  attractive  fountain 
provided  in  front  of  the  stage  by  surrounding  one  of  our 
fire-protection  hydrants  with  a  neatly  trimmed  bank  of 
evergreens.  Tables  and  seats  had  been  provided  for  six 
hundred  invited  guests.  The  tables  were  heavily  laden  with 
eatables  and  liquid  refreshments.  Besides  the  usual  box  of 
gohan  (boiled  rice)  there  were  cakes,  fruit,  beer  and  about  six 
bottles  of  sake  for  each  guest  and  a  furoshiki  (package  carry- 
ing cloth)  with  the  company's  insignia  woven  in  it,  for  use  in 
carrying  home  what  could  not  be  eaten. 

The  celebration  was  opened  by  a  speech  by  the  Vice- 
Governor,  followed  by  a  speech  by  Mr.  Asano.  Speeches 
were  then  made  by  two  burgomasters,  after  which  we  were 
invaded  by  about  fifty  Geisha  girls  and  the  eating,  drinking 
and  dancing  began.  The  usual  custom  of  going  around  and 
drinking  to  the  health  of  all  friends  and  acquaintances  was 
followed.  All  the  while  the  dance  was  on  and  some  very 
pretty  dances  were  staged. 

Provisions  had  been  made  outside  of  the  building  for 
entertaining  the  women,  children  and  uninvited  guests.  A 
raised  platform  had  been  erected  for  Geisha  dancing  and  also 
a  Japanese  wrestling  ring. 

[Japanese  wrestling  varies  from  our  idea  of  it,  in 
that  it  is  conducted  upon  a  sanded  area  enclosed  by  a 
circle  of  rice  bags.  The  object  is  to  force  some  portion  of 
the  opponent's  body  outside  of  this  ring,  and  does  not 
necessarily  result  in  a  throw.  The  participants  are 
quick  and  cat-like  in  their  movements.  There  are  some 
fifty  legitimate  holds,  and  sometimes  the  result  becomes 
a  question  of  endurance  and  strength  when  the  oppon- 
ents become  locked,  neither  one  gaining  an  inch.  The 
struggle  may  be  over  in  a  few  seconds  of  quick  action,  so 
rapid  that  the  eye  can  scarcely  follow  the  manoeuvres, 
or  it  may  last  15  or  20  minutes  of  terrific  muscular  efibrt.] 

Platforms  had  been  placed  on  top  of  the  office  and  on  the 
dormitory  from  which  several  barrels  of  rice  cakes  were 
thrown  to  the  crowd.  The  merrymaking,  singing,  dancing 
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and  wrestling  continued  all  the  afternoon.  It  is  estimated 
that  from  two  to  three  thousand  people  were  in  attendance. 
That  evening  Mr.  Asano  gave  a  special  party  for  us 
Americans  and  the  principal  Japanese  employees  at  the 
Kanaya  Hotel.  He  sat  at  the  head  of  the  feast  with  me  on  his 
right  and  Mr.  Bigelow  on  his  left. 
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Modern  Innocents  Abroad 

By  Laurence  O.  Pratt 

[Mr.  F.  S.  Pratt,  of  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.,  spent  last  summer  in  Europe  with  his 
family.  On  his  return  he  was  promptly  requested  to  furnish  the  Stone  &  Webster 
Journal  with  an  account  of  his  adventures.  He  managed,  however,  to  escape  this 
ordeal  by  inducing  one  of  his  sons  to  undertake  the  task.  The  following  highly 
entertaining  article  is  the  result. — The  Editor.] 

My  dear  Mr.  Whiting: 

When  my  father  came  home  a  few  nights  ago,  and  an- 
nounced that  you  had  asked  him  to  write  an  article  on  his 
trip,  I  saw  at  once  that  there  were  going  to  be  difficulties.  In 
the  first  place,  father  hates  to  write,  even  when  there  is  a 
chance  of  publicity,  and  then  his  large  family  takes  up  most 
of  his  spare  time.  Some  one  is  always  "using"  father.  I  also 
realized  that  any  reticence  on  his  part  would  appear  sus- 
picious, and  so  I  immediately  offered  to  take  the  burden  on 
my  shoulders  in  order  to  "pay  a  dividend"  on  my  education. 
I  thought  that  perhaps  I  could  convince  people  that  father 
really  did  go  to  see  the  sights. 

On  June  24,  a  small  but  select  crowd  was  gathered  on  the 
dock  to  see  us  off.  Everybody  was  anxious  to  say  some  last 
word,  and  the  resultant  medley  of  noises  reminded  me  very 
much  of  the  time  a  dog  got  into  our  hen  coop.  The  Pittsburgh 
was  scheduled  to  sail  at  twelve,  and  about  ten  minutes 
before  the  hour,  the  boat's  whistle  began  to  blow.  When  the 
people  on  the  dock  finally  realized  that  it  really  was  a  whistle 
and  not  an  earthquake,  they  waved  their  hats  and  handker- 
chiefs frantically.  They  might  have  saved  themselves  the 
trouble,  for  it  was  only  a  warning  blast.  It  was  fully  ten 
minutes  before  the  boat  began  to  move  off  amidst  a  shouting 
and  yelling  that  was  almost  deafening.  As  the  blurred  mass 
of  waving  white  became  indistinct,  people  turned  their 
attention  to  the  fast  disappearing  sights  of  Boston  harbor. 
They  began  to  appreciate  for  the  first  time  what  a  really 
wonderful  country  the  U.  S.  is.  They  took  out  their  cameras, 
and  snapped  pictures  of  the  sky  and  the  water,  and  in  fact 
everything  that  was  a  part  of  the  good  old  America. 

In  the  midst  of  this  excited  flurry,  the  bugle  for  lunch  blew. 
We  should  have  liked  to  stay  on  deck  and  get  the  last  possible 
view  of  land,  but  father  had  taught  us  always  to  put  business 
before  pleasure,  and  so  we  went  below. 

It  was  the  maiden  voyage  of  the  Pittsburgh.  All  I  can  say 
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is  that  it  was  not  half  as  fast  as  most  modern  maidens.  Ten 
long  days  passed  before  we  reached  Liverpool,  where,  after 
the  usual  formalities  with  the  customs,  we  were  finally  able 
to  get  free  with  our  baggage.  "Free"  is  not  a  good  word, 
however.  If  you  could  have  seen  father  nervously  counting 
out  thirteen  bags,  and  half  a  dozen  umbrellas,  you  would 
understand  why.  But  it  did  not  take  us  long  to  get  used  to 
letting  father  do  it.  Finally  he  obtained  a  porter,  and  had  all 
the  luggage  piled  onto  a  hand  truck.  The  result  was  some- 
thing like  the  Leaning  Tower  of  Pisa.  Indeed  several  people 
were  rather  rudely  bumped  because  the  porter  was  unable  to 
see  over  or  around  his  load. 

We  waited  on  the  wharf  for  a  boat  to  carry  us  over  to  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  where  we  were  to  take  a  train  for 
Chester.  Father  was  trying  to  read  the  London  Times,  He 
was  busily  engaged  in  looking  for  news  on  the  first  page.  The 
best  he  found  was  a  message  something  like  this:**Dumbbell— 
Meet  me  where  the  moon  shines  bright.  Jim."  After  a  while, 
he  learned  that  the  ''Agony  Column"  was  only  meant  for 
sentimental  lovers  or  people  who  had  lost  a  dog,  and  that  the 
real  news  might  be  found  amongst  the  real  estate  advertise- 
ments on  the  fourth  page. 

At  last  we  caught  our  boat,  and  reached  the  train.  It  was 
drawn  by  one  of  those  toy  locomotives  that  the  English 
delight  in  using.  I  pitied  the  poor  little  thing.  I  did  not  see 
how  it  could  possibly  pull  such  a  long  train,  but  after  we 
started,  I  saw  my  mistake.  The  telegraph  poles  went  by  so 
fast  that  I  thought  there  was  a  board  fence  along  the  track. 

We  reached  Chester  about  noon,  and  took  a  taxi  up  the 
main  street  to  the  hotel.  It  was  the  quaintest  little  town  I  had 
ever  seen,  with  its  cobbled  streets  and  its  stores  that  looked 
very  much  like  private  houses.  Few  of  them  were  more  than 
two  stories  high,  and  they  all  had  peaked  roofs.  There  were 
also  examples  of  that  curious  but  picturesque  brick  and  wood 
house  that  the  English  alone  know  how  to  build. 

After  lunch  and  a  brief  walk  around  the  walls  of  the  city, 
we  started  on  perhaps  the  most  beautiful  phase  of  our  jour- 
ney— a  motor  trip  through  Wales.  We  had  a  nice  lively 
chauflFeur  who  did  not  seem  to  mind  much  whether  he  was  on 
the  road  or  taking  a  short  cut  across  the  sidewalk. 

We  were  driving  through  one  of  those  pleasing  old  English 
villages  with  its  thatched  roofs  and  its  leaning  walls,  when 
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suddenly  mother  pointed  excitedly.  "Oh  look!  See  the  old 
castle."  Well,  she  had  good  eyes  to  tell  it  was  a  castle.  It 
looked  to  me  more  like  a  boiler  factory  after  an  explosion, 
with  nothing  left  standing  but  part  of  the  chimneys.  Of 
course  we  had  to  humor  her,  and  so  we  went  over  and  ex- 
amined the  thing  very  carefully.  Father  found  the  place  where 
the  stairs  used  to  be,  and  mother  found  a  place  where  there 
used  to  be  a  room,  and  Ted  found  the  place  where  the  draw- 
bridge used  to  be.  I  went  off  and  picked  daisies. 

Well,  when  the  family  had  finished  building  castles  in  the 
air,  we  moved  on  to  our  next  stop.  This  was  Conway  Castle, 
and  it  did  not  take  half  as  much  imagination  to  see  that  it 
really  was  a  castle.  We  were  first  impressed  by  its  immense 
size  and  the  numberof  its  turrets.  In  places,  parts  of  the  walls 
had  fallen  out,  but  mostly  it  was  in  a  reasonable  state  of  pre- 
servation. Inside,  we  saw  the  courtyard,  the  banquet  hall,  the 
queen's  chamber,  and  the  gloomy  dungeon.  They  all  re- 
minded one  of  the  grandeur  that  has  passed — of  the  queen, 
sitting  in  state  within  her  tapestried  walls;  of  the  knights 
entering  the  courtyard  in  their  clanking  armor;  of  the  priest 
praying  within  his  vaulted  chapel;  of  the  prisoner,  madly 
raving  in  his  dungeon. 

The  construction  of  the  towers  was  very  interesting.  Above 
the  main  tower,  they  had  built  a  smaller  one.  This  could  only 
be  reached  by  crossing  the  top  of  the  main  tower.  When  the 
besieged  were  hard-pressed,  they  retired  to  the  small  tower, 
and  from  the  top  of  that,  they  fired  a  withering  shower  of 
arrows  on  the  heads  of  their  enemies  as  they  were  trying  to 
gain  the  entrance. 

The  stairs  were  also  interesting.  They  became  narrower  as 
one  reached  the  top,  so  that  a  mere  handful  of  men  could  de- 
fend them.  As  some  of  their  number  were  killed  off,  they 
moved  up  a  few  steps,  in  order  to  present  always  a  solid 
front  to  the  enemy. 

We  spent  the  night  at  Bangor,  and  the  next  day  we  saw 
Carnarvon  Castle  and  Bettws-y-coed.  All  day,  we  were 
traveling  through  interesting,  rugged  country.  On  both  sides 
of  the  road,  lofty  mountains  stood,  their  sides  covered  with 
dry  brown  grass,  and  heather,  and  rocks.  Perhaps  this  would 
have  become  monotonous  if  it  had  not  been  interrupted  by 
occasional  tumbling  mountain  brooks.  Or  sometimes  a  turn 
in  the  road  would  reveal  some  new  vista — a  farmhouse  over- 
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hung  by  ancient  elms,  or  a  lake,  whipped  into  white-caps  by 
the  fresh  breeze.  Frequently  we  passed  through  white 
villages  that  nestled  in  among  the  hills. 

That  night  we  arrived  again  in  Chester,  and  the  next  day, 
we  moved  on  to  Leamington.  We  saw  Warwick  and  Kennil- 
worth  Castles  the  next  day.  People  were  living  in  Warwick, 
and  so  it  was  not  half  so  nice.  People  have  no  right  to  live 
in  a  castle.  They  always  ought  to  be  old  and  ruined  and 
deserted. 

The  next  day  brought  us  to  Stratford-on-Avon,  where  we 
visited  the  John  Harvard  House  and  Shakespeare's  birth 
place.  The  latter  was  situated  over  a  butcher  shop.  It  was 
very  picturesque  with  its  windows  filled  with  small  panes  of 
glass,  but  it  was  disappointing  to  see  all  the  walls  in  the  room 
where  Shakespeare  was  born  covered  with  initials.  There  was 
some  consolation  in  the  fact  that  Scott  and  Carl yle  had  signed 
their  names  there,  too.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  a  rule 
passed,  forbidding  writing  on  the  walls,  but  I  offered  to  do  it 
for  them,  thinking  it  would  be  a  shame  not  to  have  my  name 
along  beside  Scott's  and  Carlyle's.  They  didn't  see  it  that 
way. 

Passing  over  our  stops  at  Raglan  Castle,  Glocester,  Tin- 
tern  Abbey,  and  our  trip  up  the  Wye  Vall^  we  come  to 
Lynmouth  and  Lynton,  the  former  built  at  the  foot  of  a 
steep  hill,  and  the  latter  on  top.  We  walked  through  the 
famous  Valley  of  Rocks,  which  offered  the  most  beauti- 
fully rugged  scenery  we  had  yet  seen.  Next  we  came  to 
the  quaint  fishing  village  of  Clovelly,  to  Exeter,  and  finally 
to  Salisbury. 

At  Salisbury,  we  saw  what  was  in  my  opinion  the  most 
beautiful  cathedral  of  all  those  we  went  through  during  the 
summer.  Its  tower  was  four  hundred  feet  high — the  tallest  in 
England.  There  was  a  certain  quiet  dignity  about  the  out- 
side, and  the  interior  was  equally  impressive.  The  vaulted 
roof  and  thick  pillars  were  built  for  durability,  but  at  the 
same  time,  there  was  a  gracefulness  and  fitness  about  them 
which  made  them  very  pleasing  to  the  eye. 

July  1 1  ^aw  us  in  London.  We  found  the  city  just  as  big  and 
smoky  as  it  had  been  made  out  to  be.  There  were  taxi  cabs 
galore  but  very  few  private  cars  in  London.  Everywhere  one 
looked  he  would  either  see  a  taxi  or  a  motor  bus. 

On  the  way  from  the  station  to  the  hotel,  we  passed  Buck- 
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ingham  Palace.  It  was  not  a  very  imposing  building.  Indeed, 
I  think  what  attracted  our  attention  most  were  the  guards 
with  their  high  bear-skin  hats  and  their  bright  red  coats. 

When  we  were  finally  settled  in  the  hotel,  we  all  had  a 
feeling  that  we  did  not  want  to  move.  It  was  probably  a 
kind  of  mental  indigestion.  However,  we  did  see  Westminster 
Abbey,  the  Tower  of  London,  and  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  of 
which  we  had  the  history  explained  to  us  in  whispers  from  a 
distance  of  a  hundred  feet — across  the  rounded  dome  of  the 
famous  Whispering  Gallery.  We  managed  to  get  away  from 
the  crown  jewels  in  the  Tower  without  taking  anything. 

If  we  did  not  see  all  the  sights  in  London,  we  were  there 
long  enough  to  find  out  that  the  English  are  the  most  polite, 
obliging  people  in  the  world. 

On  July  17,  we  crossed  the  English  Channel  in  a  small 
steamer  which  was  so  deserted  that  it  seemed  almost  like  a 
private  yacht.  We  landed  at  Rotterdam,  and  took  a  taxi 
immediately  for  the  station,  where  we  were  just  in  time  to 
catch  a  train  for  The  Hague.  We  amused  ourselves  during  the 
trip  by  trying  to  read  the  signs  in  our  compartment.  We  de^ 
cided  that  the  Dutch  language  is  a  mingled  mass  of  nonsense. 
What  sensible  country  would  say,  **Verboden  te  rooken" 
when  they  might  just  as  well  say  "Don't  smoke"! 

We  enjoyed  The  Hague,  but  it  did  not  quite  come  up  to  our 
expectations.  We  had  for  a  guide  an  old  coachman  that  did 
not  know  a  word  of  English.  I  don't  believe  he  was  "official," 
because  when  another  man  came  along  all  dressed  up  with  a 
badge  on  his  coat,  there  was  a  terrible  row.  They  began 
talking  Dutch  so  fast  and  furiously  that  I  don't  see  how  they 
even  understood  each  other.  It  sounded  to  us  more  like  a  cat 
fight  than  anything  else.  After  a  policeman  had  placated  the 
two,  we  went  on  to  the  Parliament  Buildings,  and  finally  to 
an  old  prison  where  Cornelius  de  Witt  had  been  confined. 
There  was  quite  a  crowd  waiting  outside  the  door,  and  so  we 
had  to  stand  in  the  street  for  some  time.  In  the  meanwhile, 
some  Dutch  school  children  came  along,  and  they  began  to 
sing  patriotic  songs.  At  least  that  was  what  we  took  them  to 
be,  although  they  might  just  as  well  have  been  the  latest 
"jazz"  music  so  far  as  understanding  them  was  concerned. 
Finally  we  entered  the  building  along  with  the  children.  Our 
guide  first  explained  the  instruments  of  torture  in  Dutch, 
and  then  in  English.  There  was  every  kind  of  a  device  there 
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to  make  people  suffer,  and  it  made  my  blood  run  cold  to 
think  how  inhuman  humans  sometimes  are. 

From  Amsterdam  we  took  an  excursion  boat  through  the 
canals,  visiting  Broek,  Volendam,  Marken,  and  one  or  two 
other  "dams.**  We  learned  how  cheese  was  made,  and  saw  the 
Dutch  people  in  the  old  costumes  that  they  used  to  wear 
hundreds  of  years  ago.  The  small  boys  and  girls  were  all 
dressed  alike,  and  indeed  the  only  way  you  could  tell  them 
apart  was  by  their  hats.  The  boys  all  had  little  round  disks  on 
the  backs  of  their  heads. 

Marken  was  particularly  interesting  and  picturesque.  The 
cobbled  streets  were  lined  with  peaked  houses,  and  occasion- 
ally a  boy  would  clatter  by  in  wooden  shoes.  Like  all  tourists, 
we  had  to  buy  a  pair  of  those.  We  also  saw  the  fishing  fleet 
set  sail,  and,  passing  through  the  narrow  harbor  mouth, 
spread  their  brown  sails  to  the  heavy  breeze.  Of  course  there 
were  the  windmills  around  the  country  which  everyone 
connects  with  Holland. 

Brussels  was  the  next  city  we  visited.  It  was  a  miniature 
Paris — gay,  bustling,  busy.  We  took  a  morning's  ride  all  over 
the  city  in  a  taxi  for  two  dollars.  At  least  they  were  not  high- 
way robbers  in  Belgium. 

Finally  we  reached  Paris — the  Mecca  of  all  tourists.  We 
found  it  even  more  wonderful  than  its  reputation.  It  seemed 
almost  unbelievable  that  we  were  really  in  Paris,  that  it  was 
really  we  who  were  walking  up  the  broad,  tree-lined  Avenue 
of  the  Champs-Elys^es,  or  climbing  to  the  top  of  the  massive 
Arc  de  Triomphe,  or  roaming  through  those  historic  streets, 
or  marveling  at  the  pictures  in  the  Louvre. 

Our  only  consolation  in  leaving  Paris  was  that  we  were  to 
return  before  going  back  to  the  United  States.  Perhaps  if  we 
had  known  the  wonders  we  were  going  to  see  in  Switzerland, 
we  would  not  have  been  so  sad.  Even  the  trip  in  the  railroad 
train  seemed  to  go  faster  than  usual.  After  stopping  at  Lenz- 
burg  and  Lucerne,  we  finally  settled  down  in  the  little  town 
of  Wilderswil  near  Interlaken.  When  the  weather  was  clear, 
we  climbed.  The  rest  of  the  days  we  wrote  letters,  or  looked 
at  the  mountains.  It  was  especially  beautiful  when  the  clouds 
hung  low  on  the  mountains — it  was  so  in  keeping  with  the 
rest  of  the  scenery.  They  are  just  the  necessary  background  to 
the  rough,  steep  mountains,  the  rugged  crags,  and  the 
tumbling,  rushing  brooks.  Everything  is  so  immense,  so 
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grand,  so  wild.  And  then  when  the  clouds  rise  a  little,  one  can 
see  the  snow-capped  peaks  shining  through — a  pure  white, 
except  for  the  places  where  the  wet  brown  rocks  glisten,  or 
where  the  snow  can  find  no  lodging  on  the  precipitous  cliffs. 

We  moved  on  to  Montreux,  which  is  situated  on  Lake 
Geneva,  and  from  there  we  saw  the  Castle  of  Chillon.  It  was 
a  very  picturesque  spot,  and  of  course  we  took  whole  films  of 
pictures. 

The  next  day  we  took  a  steamer  down  the  lake,  and  reached 
Geneva  about  dusk.  The  color  of  the  lake  is  remarkable,  in 
that  it  is  always  changing.  Sometimes  it  is  a  placid  emerald 
green,  but  when  a  slight  breeze  stirs  its  surface,  it  immediately 
becomes  a  pure  sparkling  sapphire. 

The  most  beautiful  ride  in  the  world  is  supposed  to  be 
from  Geneva  to  Chamonix,  and  the  next  most  beautiful, 
from  Chamonix  to  Geneva.  We  could  not  miss  the  most 
beautiful  thing  in  the  world,  and  so  we  hired  a  butcher  who 
claimed  he  was  a  chauffeur,  to  take  us  along.  Soon  after  we 
passed  the  city  limits  of  Geneva,  the  mountains  began  to 
appear  through  the  blue  haze  in  the  distance.  It  looked  almost 
as  if  some  one  had  taken  a  black  piece  of  tissue  paper,  cut  it 
into  irregular  points,  and  pasted  it  across  the  horizon.  When 
we  came  nearer,  we  began  to  get  the  beautiful  colors  of  the 
scene — the  brown  cliffs,  the  green  trees,  and  the  white  foam 
of  a  rushing  mountain  stream.  Then  there  was  a  waterfall 
that  fell  so  far  it  disappeared  in  the  air.  Finally,  when  we  were 
almost  to  Chamonix,  we  began  to  get  glimpses  of  Mont  Blanc. 
It  is  the  purest,  whitest  mountain  I  have  ever  seen. 

That  afternoon,  we  went  up  to  the  Mer  de  Glace  in  a  train. 
I  think  the  vicinity  must  be  the  most  beautiful  in  the  world. 
On  all  sides,  and  almost  directly  above,  the  peaks  point  their 
fingers  straight  up  into  the  sky.  Harry,  Albert,  and  I  crossed 
the  glacier  without  the  assistance  of  a  guide.  It  was  all  right 
until  we  came  to  a  place  where  two  crevasses  joined,  thus 
effectually  blocking  our  way.  In  such  a  case,  we  would  either 
have  to  retrace  our  steps,  sometimes  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  or  jump.  This  latter  alternative  was  the  most  interesting, 
especially  when  we  could  look  straight  down  for  over  a 
hundred  feet  into  a  crevasse. 

Soon  after  returning  from  Chamonix  to  Geneva,  we  de- 
cided that  it  was  time  to  go  back  to  Paris.  That  was  the 
funniest  and  most  hectic  trip  I  have  ever  taken,  and  so  for 
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that  reason,  perhaps  I  may  be  excused  for  mentioning  it  here. 
In  the  first  place,  father  gave  Ted  and  me  all  the  tickets,  so 
that  we  could  reserve  a  compartment  on  the  train.  We  did  our 
share,  reserving  seats  in  a  first  class  coach  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  we  only  had  second-class  tickets.  (They  say  only 
Americans  travel  first  class,  so  we  usually  traveled  second.) 
About  ten  minutes  before  the  train  was  scheduled  to  leave 
the  station,  Harry  rushed  up,  and  said  he  had  to  have  the 
tickets  to  check  the  bags  and  get  by  the  Swiss  Customs.  Well, 
there  they  were  with  thirteen  bags,  and  only  ten  minutes  to 
get  them  on  the  train.  Of  course  the  officials  had  to  examine 
every  tooth  brush  and  shoe  lacing  to  see  if  there  was  anything 
worth  while  keeping.  About  fifteen  minutes  later,  we,  with 
aboutthirteen  badly  packed  suit-cases,jammed ourselves  on  to 
the  train.  We  waited  fifteen  more  minutes  before  it  started. 

Then  we  had  forty  minutes  of  peace,  if  you  call  it  peace 
with  six  people  and  thirteen  bags  all  in  a  compartment  built 
to  hold  four  at  a  pinch.  At  the  French  border,  the  officials 
asked  us  if  we  had  any  cigars  or  cigarettes.  We  said  we  had 
nothing  except  for  personal  use.  After  looking  through  a 
couple  of  our  bags,  he  made  father  undo  a  bundle  of  Albert's 
shoes.  Now  it  so  happened  that  father  had  placed  with  the 
most  innocent  intentions,  three  wrist  watches  in  the  toes  of 
the  shoes  in  question.  I  wish  you  could  have  seen  that 
official's  face  when  he  saw  those  watches.  He  almost  had  a 
fit.  It  took  us  nearly  half  an  hour  to  convince  that  man  that 
we  weren't  experienced  smugglers,  and  the  train  was  due  to 
start  almost  immediately.  We  had  to  take  every  single, 
solitary  thing  out  of  our  bags.  Imagine  the  array  with  the 
contents  of  thirteen  bags  spread  around  the  custom  house. 
It  looked  something  like  a  tenement  on  Monday  morning. 
Well,  the  last  minute,  he  told  us  to  "Allez-vous-en,"  and  I 
can  tell  you,  we  did! 

It  was  lunch  time  by  then,  but  we  had  to  wait  until  the 
train  stopped  before  we  could  reach  the  dining  car,  because 
there  were  no  corridors  running  through  two  of  the  cars. 
And  when  we  finally  did  get  in  there,  we  did  not  have  time 
to  finish  our  meal  before  they  moved  us  out  to  make  room  for 
another  sitting. 

Everything  went  well  until  supper  time.  We  had  tickets 
in  the  diner  for  eight  o'clock  and  along  about  five  minutes  of 
eight  we  made  ourselves  ready  to  leave  the  compartment  in 
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case  we  came  to  a  station.  The  train  was  slowing  down,  and  I 
was  just  rising  to  move  towards  the  door,  when  there  was  a 
sudden  crash,  and  I  landed  very  unceremoniously  in 
mother's  lap.  The  train  was  stopped,  anyway.  We  jumped 
out,  and  started  to  run  back  where  the  dining  car  was.  It 
was  more  like  a  football  game  than  anything  else,  because 
part  of  the  crowd  were  moving  forward  to  see  what  we  had 
hit.  After  several  rather  jarring  collisions,  we  finally  reached 
our  destination.  I  never  saw  such  a  mess.  There  were  bottles, 
and  broken  plates  and  knives  and  forks  and  glasses  all  over 
the  floor.  Meanwhile  the  car  had  filled  up  with  a  mob  of 
shouting  Frenchmen,  all  yelling  for  something  to  eat — but 
there  was  nothing  to  eat  off  of.  Ted's  napkin  got  dirty  in  the 
fracas,  and  he  asked  the  waiter  for  a  fresh  one.  The  latter  told 
him  to  turn  it  inside  out,  and  use  the  other  side!  And  then 
with  the  usual  accuracy  of  railroad  officials  when  we  asked 
him  what  time  the  train  stopped  next,  he  said  8.15,  and  it  was 
already  8.45.  There  was  no  daylight  saving,  either. 

After  we  finished  that  meal,  they  pushed  us  into  the  next 
car,  and  the  rest  of  the  crowd  came  in  to  eat.  We  could  not 
find  seats,  and  we  learned  that  the  train  did  not  stop  until  we 
reached  Paris.  We  stood  up  for  two  hours. 

At  Paris,  there  were  no  porters  to  meet  the  train,  and  so 
we  had  to  carry  the  thirteen  bags  to  the  taxi  ourselves.  We 
ended  the  evening  right  by  having  a  blow-out  on  the  way  to 
the  hotel. 

We  spent  the  rest  of  our  time  in  Paris  wandering  through 
the  historic  streets,  and  visiting  such  places  as  the  Sacre- 
Coeur,  a  marble,  Mosque-like  church  that  dominates  the 
whole  Montmartre,  and  also  in  a  trip  to  the  battle  front.  We 
took  this  tour  in  an  American  car,  and  an  American  lieuten- 
ant drove  us.  It  seemed  quite  like  home. 

We  had  lunch  the  first  day  in  Soissons,  which  seemed  to  our 
inexperienced  eyes  very  badly  shattered.  The  Cathedral 
especially  had  received  more  than  its  share  of  shells,  with 
only  its  walls  and  part  of  its  tower  standing.  After  wander- 
ing through  the  ruined  town,  we  moved  on,  and  got  our  first 
glimpse  of  the  trenches.  Of  course  time  and  the  weather 
had  put  in  their  work,  so  that  they  had  greatly  changed  since 
the  war.  The  dugouts,  however,  had  remained  practically 
unchanged.  We  climbed  down  fifty  feet  below  ground,  and 
walked  in  through  the  dark  passages,  and  glanced  into  the 
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rooms  where  soldiers  used  to  live.  The  quarters  were  so 
damp,  so  dark,  so  small,  that  it  made  it  much  easier  for  us  to 
understand  the  expression,  "War  is  Hell."  I  understood  for 
the  first  time  how  much  our  country  sacrificed  to  save  the 
honor  of  our  nation. 

Next,  we  visited  Rheims,  where  we  spent  the  night.  The 
beauty  of  Rheims  Cathedral  could  never  be  exaggerated.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  part  of  the  two  towers  has  been  blown 
away,  and  that  the  roof  is  not  all  there  we  decided  unani- 
mously that  it  was  the  most  beautiful  piece  of  architecture 
any  of  us  had  ever  seen.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  its 
magnificent  grandeur,  and  even  pictures  fail  to  tell  the  story. 
It  stood  as  a  kind  of  sentinel  over  the  city,  which  itself  was 
badly  smashed.  Indeed,  the  hotel  wherp  we  spent  the  night 
was  only  half  standing.  They  were  building  up  the  other 
part  with  the  same  dauntless  courage  we  noticed  on  the  rest 
of  our  trip. 

We  went  on  towards  Verdun,  passing  through  the  Argonne 
forest,  where  the  Americans  did  so  much  damage  to  the 
Germans  in  the  last  days  of  the  war.  We  stopped  at  the 
American  cemetery,  where  14,000  Americans  are  buried. 
It  is  beautifully  kept  up — so  difl^erent  from  the  numerous 
French  cemeteries,  with  their  rows  of  unpainted  wooden 
crosses  that  announce  with  monotonous  sadness,  "Un 
Francais  inconnu." 

We  saw  Hill  No.  108,  the  famous  place  that  was  mined  and 
blown  to  pieces  by  the  Germans. 

Towards  night,  we  neared  Verdun,  and  passed  through  a 
triangle  formed  by  three  hills  where  the  bloodiest  fighting  of 
the  war  was  supposed  to  have  occurred.  Four  hundred 
thousand  Frenchmen  were  killed  there,  and  only  ten  per  cent 
of  them  were  ever  identified.  Two  towns  had  stood  in  this 
vicinity  before  the  war,  but  they  are  there  no  longer.  There 
are  not  two  stones  attached  together.  Every  vestige  of 
human  habitation  is  gone,  but  in  the  places  where  the  towns 
once  stood,  two  signs  are  fixed  to  tell  us  what  once  was,  and  is 
no  more. 

We  visited  Fort  Vaux.  the  stronghold  on  the  top  of  which 
8,000  shells  landed  every  day  for  several  months,  and  where 
the  French  resisted  even  after  the  Germans  were  swarming 
over  the  top  of  the  fort. 

We  went  on  to  Verdun,  and  the  next  day,  passing  through 
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Chateau-Thierry,  and  other  points  of  interest,  we  arrived  at 
Paris.  We  spent  the  two  or  three  days  left  to  us  there  in 
buying  last  things.  We  took  a  very  fast  train  for  Havre,  and 
on  September  i,  we  were  on  board  La  Lorraine y  home- 
ward bound.  It  was  a  French  boat,  which  was  supposed  to 
cross  the  ocean  in  eight  days  and  took  ten. 

I  am  sure  the  best  sight  on  the  whole  trip  was  the  Statue  of 
Liberty.  And  when  we  had  finally  landed  and  got  into  a  taxi 
cab,  it  seemed  like  Paradise  to  hear  the  traffic  policeman  say, 
"Move  along  there,  buddy.'* 
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The  managers  of  the  companies  operated  by  Stone  6?  Webster^  Inc.y 
write  to  the  Management  Division  of  Stone  6?  Webster  about  the  first  of 
each  month  with  reference  to  conditions  in  their  respective  localities 
during  the  preceding  month.  A  digest  of  these  letters  is  published  each 
month  in  the  Stone  &  Webster  Journal, 

General  Notes 

Our  1922  Managers*  Convention  will  be  held  October  9,  10,  11,  12,  13. 
Sessions  open  each  morning  (other  than  Wednesday,  October  11),  at  9.30  o'dock. 
in  room  26,  70  Kilby  Street,  Boston.  (Mason  Building,  across  the  street  from 
Stone  &  Webster  Building.) 

Luncheons  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  at  1.30  o'clock,  in  the 
Banquet  Hall,  Boston  City  Club,  14  Somerset  Street. 

Tuesday  evening  at  8.00  o'clock,  Tremont  Theatre. 

Wednesday,  October  11,  all  day  outing  at  the  Belmont  Spring  Country  Club, 
Waverley.  Golf  and  tennis  matches  with  suitable  prizes.  Buffet  lunch  in  club  house 
served  from  1.00  until  3.00  p.m.  Trip  to  and  from  the  club  will  be  made  from  the 
Copley  Plaza,  starting  at  9.00  a.m.,  and  returning  about  4.00  p.m. 

Friday  evening,  October  13.  Closing  dinner  at  7.00  p.m.  at  the  Copley  Plaza. 

Messrs.  A.  R.  Hathaway  and  F.  X.  Healy,  of  the  Treasurer's  Office,  left  for 
Seattle,  Wash.,  on  September  25.  They  will  be  connected  with  the  accounring 
office  there. 

Messrs.  William  Breslin,  Harvard,  1922;  Charles  A.  Durham,  University 
of  Maine,  1922,  and  E.  F.  Stoughtom,  Tuck  School  of  Dartmouth  College,  1922, 
have  joined  the  forces  of  the  Treasurer's  Office. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Sheridan,  of  the  Treasurer's  Office,  is  in  New  York  on  his  vacation. 

Messrs.  W.  T.  G.  Nichols  and  J.  C.  Leighton  have  returned  from  their 
vacations. 

Miss  Beatrice  Clark,  secretary  to  Mr.  W.  T.  G.  Nichols,  has  returned  to  the 
Treasurer's  Office  after  four  months'  illness. 

The  following  assistant  treasurers  visited  the  Boston  office  during  September: 
Mr.  R.  O.  Himel,  El  Paso  Electric  Company;  Mr.  G.  G.  Spencer,  Cape  Breton 
Electric  Company;  Mr.  R.  B.  Lancaster,  Galveston  Electric  Company;  Mr. 
C.  F.  Steger,  Nova  Scotia  Tramways  and  Power  Company,  Limited,  Mr.  EL  C. 
Hart,  Mississippi  River  Power  Company,  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Gannon,  Northern 
Texas  Traction  Company. 

Mr.  William  J.  Farrisee  was  married  to  Miss  Lina  Rhoades  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  on  September  12.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farrisee  were  formerly  members 
of  the  Drafting  Division. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Edgar  addressed  the  Southeastern  Section  of  the  National  Electric 
Light  Association  on  the  subject  of  "Accident  Prevention"  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on 
September   14. 

Mr.  Ralph  C.  Paine,  engineer  at  the  Ponce  Electric  Company,  has  returned  to 
the  United  States  on  account  of  illness  in  his  family. 

Mr.  M.  C.  Smith,  superintendent  of  light  and  power,  and  Mr.  A.  L.  Pollard, 
assistant  chief  engineer  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Tramways  and  Power  Company, 
Limited,  visited  the  Boston  office  in  September. 
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Messrs.  Davidge  H.  Rowland,  Johns  Hopkins  University,  1922;  John  R. 
Sheffield,  Jr.,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  1922,  and  Norman  S. 
Stambaugh,  Georgia  School  of  Technology,  1922,  have  entered  the  Statistics 
Department. 

Mr.  Gerald  F.  Scully  has  been  transferred  from  the  Transfer  Department  to 
the  Auditing  Department. 

Mr.  T.  L.  Small,  manager  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Electric  Company,  visited  the 
Boston  office  during  September. 

Mr.  Harland  R.  Priestly,  of  the  Statistics  Department,  married  Miss  Doris 
Jepson,  on  August  26,  at  West  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Mr.  I.  Maxwell  Stover,  of  the  Statistics  Department,  was  married  to  Miss 
Grace  O.  Smothers  at  West  Roxbury,  Mass.,  on  September  i. 

Mr.  Aubrey  E.  Beattie,  of  the  Statistics  Department,  married  Miss  Olive  F. 
Ryan  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  on  September  26. 

Mr.  L.  R.  Nash  has  returned  from  his  vacation. 

Mr.  a.  S.  Pratt  has  returned  from  Nova  Scotia. 

Mr.  Frank  A.  Tracy,  secretary  to  the  manager  of  the  Blackstone  Valley  Gas 
and  Electric  Company,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  was  married  on  September  2,  to  Miss 
Gladys  Huldah  Phalen,  at  Maiden,  Mass. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Edgar,  president,  of  the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of 
Boston,  has  announced  the  decision  of  his  Company  to  proceed  immediately  with 
its  new  generating  station  in  Weymouth  so  as  to  have  it  ready  for  regular  service  by 
the  autumn  of  1924.  The  initial  capacity  will  probably  be  two  30,000  kilowatt 
units.  The  work  will  be  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Mr.  I.  E.  Moultrop  of  the 
Edison  Company,  and  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.,  have  been  engaged  to  design  and 
build  the  plant  in  collaboration  with  the  company's  engineers. 

We  have  been  retained  by  the  American  Radiator  Company  to  make  a  valuation 
of  their  property  for  tax  purposes. 

The  Milliken  &  York  Company  of  Cleveland  have  engaged  our  services  to  make  a 
study  and  estimate  on  the  cost  of  the  Tittabawassee  River  power  development. 
Mr.  Anthony  is  taking  care  of  this  assignment. 

The  American  Powder  Mills  have  retained  us  to  make  a  study  and  report  on  the 
power  supply  necessary  for  their  mills  at  Acton  and  Maynard,  Mass. 

The  G.  Drouvc  Company,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  have  requested  the  services  of  one 
of  our  structural  engineers  in  connection  with  the  examination  of  one  of  their 
factory  buildings. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Philo,  of  the  Engineering  Department,  is  at  present  in  Michigan, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  power  station  betterment  work  for  the  several  boiler  houses 
controlled  by  the  Calumet  &  Hecla  Mining  Company. 

Harold  E.  Brailey,  formerly  of  the  drafting  room,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Engineering  Department,  and  will  devote  his  time  entirely  to  appraisal  work. 

We  have  been  given  a  contract  by  the  Insurance  Company  of  North  America 
for  the  supervision  and  administration  of  construction  of  an  office  building  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

We  have  been  authorized  by  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  to  under- 
take the  following  work:  design  and  construction  of  telegraph  building  at  Harris- 
burg,  Pa.;  miscellaneous  work  in  connection  with  remodeling  an  existing  structure 
in  Albany,  N.  Y.;  design  and  construction  of  car  repair  shop  in  Chattanooga, 
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Tcnn.;  miscellaneous  work  at  plant  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company, 
at  Punta  Rassa,  Fla. 

A  luncheon  was  tendered  Reynold  M.  Harding,  Manager  Columbus  Electric 
and  Power  Company;  Earl  C.  Hart,  Assistant  Treasurer,  Mississippi  River  Power 
Company;  Robert  O.  Himel,  Assistant  Treasurer,  El  Paso  Electric  Railway  Com- 
pany; Raymond  B.  Lancaster,  Assistant  Treasurer,  Galveston  Electric  Company; 
Chris  F.  Steger,  Assistant  Treasurer,  Nova  Scotia  Tramways  and  Power  Com- 
pany, Limited;  Francis  J.  Gannon,  Assistant  Treasurer,  Northern  Texas  Trac- 
tion Company,  and  George  K.  Hutchins,  Commercial  Agent  of  the  Power 
Department,  Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Company,  at  the  Boston  City  Club, 
September  12,  1922.  In  addition  to  the  special  guests,  the  following  attended: 

Harry  H.  Hunt,  C.  F.  W.  Wetterer,  A.  Stuart  Pratt,  Marcy  L.  Sperry, 
Forrest  P.  Dexter  and  Alan  D.  Duff,  of  the  Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company; 
George  A.  Pierce,  Howard  G.  Philbrook,  James  B.  Mahoney,  Cyrus  Y. 
Ferris,  George  Winthrop  Lee,  Philip  L.  Warren,  Theodore  T.  Whitney, 
Jr.,  Edmund  F.  Sawyer,  William  T.  Crawford,  Lawrence  E.  Eustis,  Fred  J. 
Babcock,  Paris  P.  Thomas,  Ernest  L  Doe,  Mayland  H.  Morse,  Ray  C. 
Hopkins,  John  T.  G.  Nichols,  Hardy  Croom,  John  T.  Wycoff,  James  B.  Hayes, 
Leon  E.  Jordan,  Robert  J.  Hunter,  Victor  D.  Vickery,  John  H.  Bissell, 
Walter  H.  Burke,  Nathan  H.  Daniels,  Fred  H.  Farnham,  Ralph  H.  Williams, 
Edward  T.  Steel,  Frederic  N.  Bushnell,  John  L.  Ober,  Edwin  E.  S.  Birt- 
well,  Frank  A.  Stevens,  Joseph  Pope,  Henry  L.  Bunce,  Jr.,  Russell  A.  Foss, 
William  N.  Patten,  Fred  R.  Churchill,  Warren  W.  Loomis,  Roy  E.  Arger- 
siNGER,  Nathan  Cheney,  G.  L.  Daigneau,  William  T.  Rodden,  Russell  A. 
Pettengill^  Walter  E.  Skulley,  Edward  F.  Flynn. 

It  was  very  pleasing  to  have  the  opportunity  of  lunching  with  so  many  of  our 
friends  from  the  field. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  September  22 

The  Standard  Oil  Company  is  running  at  its  capacity,  and  construction  work  is 
under  way  to  increase  the  facilities  of  the  plant  and  to  increase  the  capacity  of  the 
pipe  lines  to  the  plant.  Other  industries  appear  to  be  operating  at  a  normal  rate. 
The  beginning  of  the  cotton  season  has  caused  the  cotton  gins  to  commence 
operation. 

Although  September  is  one  of  the  months  to  come  within  the  dull  season  of  the 
year,  the  wholesale  and  retail  business  is  good,  and  an  unusually  successful  fall  and 
winter  is  looked  forward  to. 

The  real  estate  market  continues  to  be  very  quiet.  Announcement  has  just  been 
made  of  plans  for  a  new  seven  story  Masonic  Temple  at  the  corner  of  Third  and 
Convention  Streets.  Considerable  office  space  will  be  available  in  the  building,  and 
the  cost  is  estimated  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  1150,000. 

According  to  figures  compiled  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  building  permits 
issued  for  the  first  six  months  of  1922  show  an  increase  of  ^234,000  over  those  for  the 
first  six  months  of  last  year. 

Labor  continues  plentiful  and  reasonable  in  price,  and  there  is  no  great  amount  of 
unemployment. 

Mr.  N.  G.  Medbery  of  the  Division  of  Construction  and  Engineering,  who  is 
making  an  inspection  trip  to  various  Stone  &  Webster  Companies  in  the  Southeast 
where  construction  work  is  in  progress,  spent  a  few  days  in  Baton  Rouge  during  the 
latter  part  of  August. 
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On  Wednesday  evenings  August  30,  a  dinner  was  given  at  the  Istrouma  Hotel  to 
all  members  of  the  office  force.  Mr.  Small  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  in  connection 
with  the  company's  business. 

Ma.  T.  L.  Small,  manager,  left  Baton  Rouge  the  early  part  of  the  month  for  an 
extended  trip  North.  On  his  way  North  he  spent  several  days  in  Jacksonville  and 
Savannah.  Ma.  Small  will  attend  the  managers'  meeting  in  Boston  which  is  to  be 
held  on  October  9, 10,  and  11. 

Ma.  and  Mas.  E.  M.  LiirirviLLB  announce  the  birth  of  a  son,  Emery  Maxwell,  on 
Tuesday,  September  19. 

Ma.  Jambs  Liitmbham,  of  the  accountii^  department,  is  spending  his  vacation  at 
home  in  Massachusetts. 

Mas.  R  K.  VouoiiT,  Mas.  A.  K.  Hill  and  Miss  Euobnia  Cakmbka  are  spend- 
ing their  vacations  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state. 

Ma.  T.  J.  ToMsmr  has  joined  the  organization  as  clerk  in  the  gas  department. 

BaocKTOM,  Mass.,  SBPrsMBxa  22 

Most  of  the  local  shoe  manufacturers  are  running  under  fairly  steady  production, 
but  not  as  full  as  was  anticipated.  This  condition  is  expected  to  improve,  however, 
now  that  the  shoe  salesmen  have  started  on  their  fall  trips.  Local  rubber  industries 
are  apparently  very  active,  and  conditions  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade  are  very 
favorable. 

Business  with  the  company  is  good,  considering  the  general  condition  of  the  shoe 
trade,  which  is  reflected  somewhat  in  our  power  earnings,  although  new  business  b 
being  secured  at  a  fairly  satisfactory  rate,  there  having  been  282  additional  custom- 
ers taken  on  during  the  last  thirty  days.  A  steady  improvement  is  being  shown  in  our 
daily  bads  and  output. 

Continued  improvement  is  being  shown  in  the  building  trades.  One  local  real 
esute  firm  has  purchased  land,  and  plans  to  erect  forty  new  houses  in  the  western 
part  of  the  dty.  Building  permits  for  the  month  of  August  totaled  173,  with  an 
estimated  value  of  $204,000. 

At  the  opening  of  the  school  sessions  all  enrolment  records  were  broken.  A  gain  of 
1,421  pupils  over  last  year  was  shown. 

Miss  Anma  KxifDaioAM  of  the  plant  department  has  been  spending  a  vacation  at 
North  G>nway,  New  Hampshire. 

Miss  Mart  Dbmnisoit,  chief  clerk,  has  returned  to  her  duties  after  a  serious 
illness  which  kept  her  at  home  for  about  four  months. 

The  giris  in  the  office  gave  a  shower  for  our  cashier.  Miss  MiwinB  Pbabsom,  who 
b  to  be  married  in  October,  and  presented  her  with  a  madeira  luncheon  set. 

Mr.  Harold  Edlund,  a  former  employee,  now  with  the  Fall  River  Gunpany,  called 
at  the  office  recently  and  received  a  warm  welcome  from  his  old  friends. 

Ma.  Walter  A.  Forbusr,  plant  superintendent,  with  Mrs.  Forbush  is  enjoying  a 
week  at  Linnekan  Lodge,  Bayville,  Maine. 

We  had  as  guests  during  the  month  Messrs.  J.  T.  G.  Nichols,  F.  S.  Faritham 
and  Bob  Hunter  of  the  Boston  office.  Ma.  Lancaster,  of  the  Galveston  Electric 
Company  and  Bob  Himel  of  El  Paso. 

Columbus,  Ga.,  September  25 

Local  cotton  miUs  are  now  operating  at  full  capacity.  The  employment  situation 
is  better  than  it  has  been  in  some  time.  All  cotton  oil  miUs  and  cotton  gins  are 
operating  at  full  capacity. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


350  Stone  6?  Webster  Journal 

Georgia's  cotton  crop  for  1922  will  net  farmers  f  10^00,000  more  than  the  bumper 
crop  of  1914,  according  to  recent  statistics  published  by  one  of  the  Georgia  banks. 
Approximately  1,000,000  bales  will  be  produced  this  year,  and  this  will  be  sold  at  an 
average  cost  of  fioo  per  bale.  The  crop  in  Muscogee  County  and  nearby  sections 
has  been  fairly  good  in  spite  of  the  boll  weevil  and  other  obstacles. 

Increased  activity  b  noticeable  in  all  lines  of  business.  Automobile  sales  for  all 
makes  of  cars  are  increasing.  Kyle  Brothers,  local  distributors  for  the  Studebaker 
car,  have  received  five  carloads  of  the  1923  model,  and  report  that  these  are  practi- 
cally aU  sold. 

Stroud  Grocery  G>.,  a  large  wholesale  concern,  has  filed  application  for  a  charter. 
This  firm  will  be  capitalized  at  125,000,  with  the  privilege  of  increasing  its  capital 
stock  to  y  1 00,000. 

Tri-State  Navigation  G>.  recently  held  a  directors'  meeting  and  an  election  of 
oflicers  for  the  coming  year.  At  this  meeting  they  reported  a  good  freight  business 
handled  during  the  past  season,  and  are  plaiming  to  further  enlarge  their  activities 
during  1923. 

Bank  clearings  for  the  month  were  $2,737,000  as  compared  to  $2,684,000  for  the 
previous  month. 

The  worst  of  the  depression  seems  to  have  been  reached,  and  for  the  rest  of  the 
year  it  seems  probable  that  earnings  in  all  departments  will  show  an  upward  trend. 
The  increase  in  revenue  of  the  light  and  power  department  is  very  noticeable  this 
month.  With  the  arrival  of  the  officers  for  the  Fort  Benning  school  and  with  the  re- 
turn of  all  those  who  have  been  away  for  the  summer,  the  revenue  in  the  gas 
department  should  also  increase,  due  to  the  increased  send-out.  An  explosion  at  the 
gas  plant  last  week  entirely  wrecked  the  compressor  and  exhauster  house,  but  did 
not  injure  any  of  the  operating  machinery.  Service  was  only  interrupted  two  hours. 
Plans  are  now  under  way  to  repair  this  damage. 

Operating  expenses  in  all  departments  are  well  under  the  revised  estimates. 

The  usual  October  moving  rush  is  upon  us,  and  the  service  department  is  working 
at  top  speed  to  take  care  of  all  requests  for  service. 

Eighth  Street  from  Broad  to  Sixth  Avenue  has  been  opened  to  traffic,  and  the 
improved  service  is  causing  very  favorable  comment. 

A  number  of  real  estate  deals  of  major  importance  have  been  concluded  here 
during  the  month,  the  most  important  one  being  the  sale  of  the  property  on  Broad 
and  Twelfth  Streets,  to  the  Third  National  Bank  for  a  consideration  of  |3oo^ooa 
Another  building  on  lower  Broad  Street,  known  as  the  Broad  Street  Garage  and 
Stables,  has  been  purchased  at  a  price  of  $52,000.  Burrus  Motor  and  Tractor  Com- 
pany have  moved  into  their  new  salesroom.  This  building  was  constructed  especially 
for  them,  and  erected  at  a  cost  of  $50,000.  The  building  of  homes  in  all  parts  of  the 
city  continues  with  undiminished  vigor. 

The  Central  of  Georgia  Railway  has  proposed  improvements  for  Columbus  calling 
for  a  total  expenditure  of  approximately  $1,000,000.  This  plan  calls  for  the  closing  of 
the  Eleventh  Street  underpass  and  the  erection  of  two  viaducts,  one  at  Tenth 
Street  from  Seventh  Avenue  to  the  dty  limits,  and  the  other  at  Thirteenth  Street 
from  Tenth  to  Fifth  Avenue. 

With  the  increased  activity  in  cotton  miUs,  the  labor  situation  is  materially  im- 
proved. Large  numbers  of  men  are  now  employed  by  the  local  cotton  gins  and  cotton 
oil  mills. 

Mamagbr  E.  M.  Hardimg  and  Ma.  G.  K.  Hutchiks  have  returned  from  a  three 
weeks'  conference  in  Boston. 
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Mbssrs.  Job  Jacobs,  H.  H.  Schombubo,  M.  J.  Fox,  R.  E.  Patbick  and  Waltbb 
Clabre  attended  the  National  Electric  light  Assodation  for  the  Southeastern 
district  held  in  Atlanta.  Thej  visited  the  Tugaloo  development  of  the  Georgia 
Railway  &  Power  Gunpany  while  away. 

G>lumbus  has  been  made  headquarters  for  the  Southeastern  district  of  the 
American  Automobile  Association.  Over  500  local  members  have  been  obtained  to 
date.  General  Malone,  assistant  commandant  at  Fort  Benning,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Southeastern  district. 

Mb.  H.  R.  Whiton,  secretary  to  Mb.  Wbttebbb,  vbited  us  for  a  couple  of  days 
last  week.  He  arrived  in  time  to  see  the  company  baseball  team  play  the  deciding 
game  with  the  Meritas  Mills  for  the  championship  of  the  Industrial  Baseball 
League.  His  arrival  had  the  desired  effect,  and  the  company  team  won  by  a  score  of 
1  too. 

Mb.  H.  C.  Foss,  district  manager,  visited  us  after  the  explosion  which  occurred 
at  the  gas  plant. 

We  regret  that  Mb.  A.  M.  Spenceb,  foreman  of  the  gas  plant,  was  seriously  in- 
sured in  the  explosion,  though  he  is  now  doing  very  nicely. 

Mb.  Harding  has  practically  completed  hb  new  home  in  Wildwood  Circle,  and  is 
very  busy  moving. 

El  Paso,  Texas,  Septembbb  21 

There  has  been  no  change  in  business  conditions,  since  last  month,  business  being 
generaUy  quiet. 

The  condition  of  the  G)mpany's  business  and  outlook  for  the  future  is  fair. 

Building  permits  for  August  totaled  $250,855.  The  buildings  were  chiefly 
bungalows,  with  a  number  of  apartment  houses. 

The  building  crafts  continue  fairly  well  employed,  but  due  to  the  local  railroad 
strike  there  is  some  unemployment  among  this  class  of  labor. 

Mb.  B.  D.  Mubbell,  line  foreman,  reports  a  pleasant  vacation  spent  in  Hot 
Springs. 

Mb.  Edmund  C.  Adams,  head  of  our  service  department,  has  returned  from  a 
vacation  spent  in  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco. 

Mb.  M.  H.  Fuey,  day  dispatcher,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Fliey,  has  returned 
from  a  five  weeks'  vacation,  which  was  spent  at  Cleveland,  Chicago,  Buffalo, 
Niagra  Falls  and  in  Iowa. 

Mb.  John  Cox,  railway  inspector,  and  family  have  returned  after  ninety  days 
vacation,  which  they  spent  at  AmariUo  and  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Miss  A.  L.  Cabello,  bill  clerk,  has  returned  from  her  vacation,  which  was  spent 
in  Chihuahua,  Mexico. 

Mb.  a.  D.  Bbown,  chief  clerk,  and  family  spent  their  vacation  at  High  Rolls, 
New  Mexico. 

Mb.  F.  B.  Scublock,  superintendent  of  transportation,  and  family,  J.  C.  Ash- 
FOBD,  railway  inspector,  and  wife  have  returned  from  a  motor  trip  to  Cloudcrofr, 
New  Mexico. 

Mb.  R.  O.  Himel,  assistant  treasurer,  has  left  for  a  business  trip  to  the  Boston 
office. 

On  Friday  evening,  September  i,  a  party  was  held  at  the  car  barns  for  the  em- 
ployees of  the  mechanical  department.  Boxing  and  wrestling  were  enjoyed  during 
the  eariy  part  of  the  evening,  after  which  600  pounds  of  ice  cold  watermelon,  one 
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case  of  omuloupet  and  50  gallons  of  lemonade  were  enjoyed.  After  the  eats  tome 
very  interesting  talks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Dixom,  THoaMi,  Scuklock  and 
Lawless. 

EvE&BTT,  Wash.,  Sbptbmbbr  21 

The  demand  for  lumber  continues  satisfactory.  Shingles,  however,  are  on  the  de- 
cline or  are  selling  so  low  that  it  hardly  pays  to  manufacture  them.  Aside  from  the 
shingle  industry, logging  and  other  lumber  industries  are  in  fairly  good  shape,  and  as 
the  railroads  will  soon  be  able  to  furnish  sufficient  equipment  we  believe  that  the 
industry  will  be  reasonably  prosperous  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Local,  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  trade  very  satisfactory  during  the 
month. 

Interurban  traffic,  while  not  nearly  so  heavy  as  during  the  month  of  August,  is 
quite  satisfactory  both  on  the  southern  division  electric  cars  and  on  the  stage  line  * 
operated  between  Everett  and  Mr.  Vernon. 

Receipts  of  the  city  lines  for  the  first  fifteen  days  of  September  show  a  decrease  of 
4  per  cent.  When  allowance  has  been  made  for  the  loss  of  the  Snohomish  Line  earn- 
ings, they  show  an  increase  of  1.6  per  cent. 

Construction  is  progressing  satisfactorily  on  the  Home  Acres,  Lake  Stevens  and 
Marysville  extensions  and  also  on  the  Mukilteo  extension. 

On  September  21,  sale  of  the  Granite  Falls  Electric  Company  to  the  Puget 
Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  Everett  Division,  was  completed,  deed  signed  and 
payment  made  for  the  plant.  We  take  over  this  plant  at  once. 

Considerable  residence  building  is  continuing  during  the  favorable  weather. 

Fort  Madison,  Ia.,  Septembbb  25 

The  American  Fork  &  Hoe  Company  are  gradually  increasing  their  working 
force,  and  expect  to  be  operating  their  plant  to  full  capacity  before  the  first  of  the 
year.  They  report  that  business  is  better  than  it  was  at  any  time  for  the  past  four 
or  iivt,  years.  The  Perfection  Tire  and  Rubber  Company  have  started  to  curtail 
operations,  which  is  customary  in  the  tire  business  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The 
past  summer  has  been  the  most  active  since  they  started  operating,  and  their 
average  daily  output  has  been  close  to  1,700  tires  per  day.  The  W.  A.  Sheafifer  Pen 
Company  are  enjoying  a  steady  increase  in  both  the  pencil  and  pen  departments. 

Most  of  the  other  local  industries  are  operating  on  practically  the  same  basis  as 
during  the  past  few  months. 

The  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad  claim  that  they  have  a  full  quota  of 
men  in  the  local  shops.  The  Santa  Fe  claim  they  are  handling  more  freight  than  any 
time  in  their  history. 

Retail  merchants  claim  that  business  has  not  been  up  to  the  standard  during  the 
past  three  months. 

For  the  past  month  we  show  a  very  substantial  increase  over  the  corresponding 
month  last  year.  The  net  gain  in  new  customers  continues  to  be  approximately  35 
per  month,  and  from  present  indications  we  expect  an  even  greater  gain  for  the  last 
three  months  of  this  year. 

Real  estate  transfers  have  been  unusually  active  during  the  past  month.  The 
number  of  new  homes  under  construction  is  constantly  on  the  increase,  and  the 
house  shortage  continues  to  be  a  very  serious  problem. 
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On  account  of  the  very  acdve  building  program  there  is  very  littk  idle  labor  in 
thisdty. 

Work  on  the  new  high  school  building  is  progressing  very  rapidly,  and  nearly  aU 
foundations  are  in  place.  The  new  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  well  under  way, 
and  promises  to  be  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the  church  buildings  of  this  city. 

The  grape  crop  in  this  section  is  an  unusually  heavy  one. 

Ma.  and  Mas.  A.  S.  Nichols  visited  in  Fort  Madison  on  Thursday,  September  2i. 

Ma.  Hams  VrmifOHOPr,  of  the  Boston  office,  also  called  on  us  that  day. 

Mr.  WiLBEa  E.  Davis,  assistant  treasurer,  is  on  his  vacation  at  Wyconda, 
Missouri,  with  his  family. 


Galvbstom,  Texas,  Septembbe  22 

Exports  from  Galveston  for  the  month  of  August  totaled  approximately  205,477 
tons,  valued  at  yi7yf42,659,  while  imports  during  the  same  period  were  approxi- 
mately 123,922  tons,  valued  at  11,660,512.  Both  exports  and  imports  show  a  slight 
gain  over  the  figures  for  July. 

Grain  loaded  at  Galveston  for  export  during  the  month  of  August  reached  a  total 
of  4,453,012  bushels,  reflecting  an  increase  of  3,037,012  bushels  over  the  previous 
month. 

There  were  561,000  barrels  of  crude  oil  imported  during  August.  Outbound  ship- 
ments included  1^)07,500  gallons  of  lubricating  oil  and  1*787,957  gallons  of  fuel  oil. 

Estimates  made  by  local  steamship  men  show  that  between  ten  and  twelve 
million  pounds  of  flour  will  be  exported  from  Galveston  during  the  present  month. 
This  will  set  the  highest  record  ever  attained  here  for  shipments  of  this  commodity. 

Custom  collections  at  the  Galveston  office  for  the  month  of  August  were  1508,683 
and  marks  the  highest  amount  ever  collected  during  one  month. 

Announcement  was  made  that  beginning  with  September,  the  shipping  board 
will  increase  service  from  Galveston  to  Barcelona  from  one  to  two  sailings  monthly. 

EflPorts  are  being  continued  to  increase  the  volume  of  coflPee  imports  through 
Galveston  and  to  make  this  gateway  a  cofFee  center  of  importance.  Practically  all 
of  the  roasters  in  the  Texas  cities  have  pledged  their  support,  as  well  as  numbers  of 
roasters  in  (^dahoma,  Kansas  and  Colorado,  and  several  big  shipments  are  now  en 
route  to  Galveston  for  a  large  New  York  coflee  importer. 

The  United  States  Shipping  Board  is  inaugurating  direct  coflPee  transportation 
shipments  between  Brazil  and  Galveston  this  month. 

Indications  point  to  a  cotton  crop  of  approximately  10,500,000  bales,  which  will 
leave  a  margin  of  about  4,000,000  bales  for  export.  Promises  of  a  good  crop  made  a 
month  or  two  ago  did  not  materialize. 

According  to  information  given  by  the  Galveston  Merchants'  Association,  the 
wholesale  and  retail  business  in  Galveston  is  no  worse  than  it  was  in  September  of 
last  year,  and  this  city  compares  favorably  with  the  other  cities  in  Texas.  Merchants 
r^xut  collections  to  be  a  little  slower  during  August,  1922,  than  they  were  during 
the  same  month  last  year. 

About  1,000  visiting  members  of  the  Kiwanb  Clubs  of  Texas  and  Oklahoma  were 
in  Galveston,  September  4  and  5,  for  the  fifth  annual  convention  of  thb  organi* 
zation.  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  teachers  were  in  attendance  at  the  joint 
teachers'  institute  for  Galveston  and  Brazoria  counties,  September  5-9. 
Several  thousand  visitors  were  in  this  city  on  Labor  Day. 
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Three  hundred  and  six  building  permits  were  issued  during  the  month  of  August, 
with  an  approximate  valuation  of  yioa/>49* 

A  contract  has  been  let  for  an  addition  to  the  warehouse  of  the  Moody  Compress, 
which  will  provide  space  for  20,000  more  bales  of  cotton,  and  will  make  the  capacity 
of  the  warcJiouse  of  thb  company  1 50,000  bales.  The  cost  will  be  about  y5o,ooa 

The  Oleander  Compress  and  Warehouse  Company  is  providing  additional 
facilities  at  their  plant  by  the  erection  of  a  cotton  shed  and  warehouse,  the  estimated 
expenditure  is  iS^fioo, 

The  Galveston  Gas  Company  is  adding  a  new  purifier  to  their  plant  at  a  cost  of 
115,000,  which  will  increase  the  capacity  from  60,000  to  ioo/xx>  cubic  feet  per  hour. 

The  United  States  lighthouse  service  is  constructing  a  200-foot  wharf  with  a 
storage  house  thereon  on  Pelican  Spit.  Thb  wharf  will  replace  the  one  formerly 
owned  by  the  service,  which  was  located  at  Fort  San  Jacinto  and  which  was  de- 
stroyed in  the  storm  of  19 15. 

Employees  in  the  shops  of  the  Gulf,  Colorado  &  Santa  Fe  Railway  have  formed  a 
new  and  independent  union  and  officials  of  this  company  have  declared  that  before 
returning  to  their  employ  the  strikers  must  agree  to  abide  by  the  agreement  reached 
between  the  company  and  the  new  union.  Similar  agreements  are  being  considered 
by  other  roads  in  this  section. 

On  September  15  the  heaviest  rainfall  during  the  present  year  was  recorded  with  a 
total  of  6.18  inches  falling  in  nine  hours  and  fifteen  minutes. 

Nfr.  R.  B.  Lancaster,  assistant  treasurer,  left  Galveston  on  September  6  for  his 
first  visit  to  the  Boston  office.  He  will  visit  points  in  lUinob  and  Delaware  enroute. 

Messrs.  Lure  C.  Bradley,  district  manager,  and  Wm.  E.  Tucker  visited  Galves. 
ton  during  September. 

Messrs.  W.  J.  Smith,  Bob  Miller  and  Sam  Wins  of  the  Northern  Texas 
Traction  Company,  Fort  Worth,  were  Galveston  visitors  during  the  month. 

Miss  Lucile  Amundsen,  cashier,  b  spending  a  two  weeks'  vacation  in  Houston. 

Mr.  R.  E.  Bowen,  purchasing  agent,  has  returned  from  a  vacation  spent  in 
Alabama,  Tennessee  and  Fort  Worth. 

Mr.  D.  a.  Calk,  meter  tester,  was  married  to  Miss  Elfreda  Sass  on  Sept.  19. 


Haufax,  N.  S.,  September  23 

The  general  impression  among  business  men  is  that  there  has  been  an  improve- 
ment in  trade  during  the  month. 

A  small  amount  of  street  paving  was  done  during  the  month  while  the  company 
laid  new  track  and  paving  on  Cunard  Street  for  a  distance  of  about  700  feet. 

The  Unemployment  Office  report  a  slight  increase  of  unemployment  due  to  the 
finishing  up  of  street  work  by  the  city. 

Gas  department  output  shows  an  increase  of  9  per  cent  and  power  station  output 
an  increase  of  8  per  cent,  over  last  year. 

On  Saturday,  September  16,  the  city  was  visited  by  a  very  heavy  lightning  and 
rain  storm  doing  some  damage  throughout  the  district.  The  lightning  struck  the 
transmission  lines  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Power  Commission,  cutting  off  the  supply  of 
current  to  the  city,  which  necessitated  the  company  having  to  put  their  steam 
plant  in  operation  for  twenty-four  hours. 

Mr.  M.  C.  Smith,  the  superintendent  of  the  light  and  power  department,  is  on 
his  vacation,  part  of  which  will  be  spent  in  Maine. 
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Mtu  C.  F.  Stbobr,  our  assistant  treasurer,  b  now  on  a  visit  to  Boston  going  over 
accounting  matters  of  this  company. 
Ma.  J.  H.  MAKKiMo,of  the  engineering  department,  was  a  recent  visitor  in  Halifax. 


Haverhill,  Mass.,  SspTEMBBa  26 

The  Chamber  of  G>nmierce  reports  that  practically  all  shoe  workers  are  employed 
on  full  time,  and  although  the  newspapers  say  that  there  is  a  flight  lull  at  this 
present  time,  it  is  momentary  and  that  the  fall  business  will  be  very  good. 

The  merchants  are  reporting  a  good  business  for  this  season  of  the  year  and  the 
increase  in  factory  work  has  been  reflected  somewhat  in  the  retail  stores.  The  L.  R. 
Steel  interests,  which  now  have  a  store  here,  have  signified  their  intentions  of 
enlarging. 

The  demand  for  gas  has  increased  during  September  so  that  our  send-out  for  the 
month  up  to  September  23  is  3.7  per  cent  greater  than  the  corresponding  period 
last  year.  The  coal  snaps  which  have  visited  us  recently  have  stimulated  sales  of 
room  heaters  and  we  have  excellent  prospects  of  securing  some  good  industrial 
load.  At  the  present  time  our  largest  bakery  is  equipping  one  of  its  ovens  for  the 
use  of  gas  and,  if  successful,  we  may  convert  their  entire  plant. 

Building  activities  are  about  normal  and  represent  mostly  modest  dwellings  and 
repair  work. 

The  controversy  between  the  Shoe  Workers'  Protective  Union  and  the  Boot  and 
Shoe  Workers'  Union  which  involves  the  J.  H.  Winchell  Gunpany  has  not  been 
settled.  The  Winchell  Gunpany  is  now  operating  about  three  hundred  operatives 
furnished  by  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  Union,  affiliated  with  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  but 
the  rival  union  is  very  persistent  in  picketing  and  a  strong  police  guard  is  on  duty. 

Ma.  T.  P.  Walkbb  attended  the  managers'  meeting  held  in  Pawtucket  by  the 
Southern  New  England  managers. 

Mb.  Frank  Cbonin,  our  storekeeper,  married  Miss  Bemice  Marcotte,  a 
former  employee  of  the  company,  on  September  6.  The  employees  of  the  company 
presented  the  newly  married  couple  with  a  complete  set  of  table  silver  and  many 
attended  the  reception  which  followed  the  wedding.  Ma.  and  Mas.  Cronin  spent 
their  honeymoon  in  Canada. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Schbll  arrived  in  Haverhill  on  Saturday,  September  16, 
and  Mr.  Schbll  has  taken  over  his  duties  as  general  superintendent. 

Mr.  Harold  Schbll,  Mr.  H.  P.  Dayton,  Mr.  W.  R.  Bell  and  Mr.  William 
Bell  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Electric  and  Gas  Associa- 
tion at  the  Tedesco  Country  Club,  Swampscott,  Mass. 

Mr.  T.  p.  Walrbr,  Mayor  Flanders,  Alderman  Martin,  Stephen  W.  Howe,  sup> 
erintendent  of  street  lighting.  Alderman  Manning  and  William  Bell,  our  distribu- 
tion superintendent,  visited  the  Lowell  Gas  Light  Company  on  Friday,  September 
15,  in  order  to  examine  their  system  of  street  lighting. 

Mr.  Kenneth  Hinds,  employed  in  our  sales  department,  had  the  misfortune  to 
break  his  leg  while  stepping  from  a  outbound  moving  train  in  the  North  Station  on 
September  9.  He  was  removed  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  where  he  will 
be  confined  until  about  the  middle  of  October. 

Mr.  Tom  P.  Walker,  vice-president  of  the  Haverhill  Rotary  Club,  attended  the 
fall  conclave  of  New  England  Rotary  Clubs  held  at  the  "Griswold"  in  Groton,  near 
New  London,  Conn. 

The  Haverhill  Gas  Club  started  its  winter  season  with  a  meeting  in  Mitchell's 
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Hall  on  Thuraday  evening,  September  14.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year: — president,  Johm  Leith;  vice-president,  Cbciua  Hollowat; 
secretary,  Floreitcb  SAaosirr  and  treasurer,  Eluott  Pbabodt.  The  feature  of 
the  meeting  was  a  talk  by  Ma.  N.  H.  Daniels,  of  the  Statistical  Department,  on 
fire  protection.  Following  Ma.  Daniels'  address,  dancing  and  refie^unents  were 
enjoyed. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Bell  and  Ma.  Clyde  Davis  attended  the  sales  managers'  conference 
held  in  North  Abington  during  September. 

Houghton,  Mich.,  Septembee  19 

Two  of  the  local  mines  have  followed  the  lead  of  the  western  copper  companies 
and  have  announced  an  increase  in  wages  of  15  per  cent.  Thb  action  b  expected  to 
be  followed  by  other  mines  in  the  district,  and  it  will  probably  result  in  the  return 
of  some  of  the  miners  who  were  attracted  to  the  automobile  centers  last  spring. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  condition  of  local  wholesale  and  retail  business 
during  the  past  month,  but  the  increase  in  wages  just  announced  should  be  reflected 
in  local  business  in  due  course. 

Business  of  the  lightii^  company  continues  to  hold  up  very  well,  and  with  the 
approach  of  winter,  business  of  the  traction  company  should  show  a  considerable 
improvement. 

There  is  still  a  scarcity  of  labor  in  the  mining  industry,  particularly  in  regard  to 
trammers. 

Ma.  R.  P.  ScHUMAREa,  purchasing  agent  of  the  lighting  company,  returned 
during  the  latter  part  of  August  from  a  vacadon  trip  spent  at  Escanaba,  Michigan, 
and  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

Miss  Cathebine  Chiotti,  for  several  years  an  employee  in  the  Houghton 
office  accounting  department,  has  resigned  her  position  to  locate  in  Chicago.  Miss 
Chiotti  was  tendered  a  farewell  dancing  party  at  Electric  Park  on  the  evening  of 
Monday,  August  28,  and  was  also  presented  with  a  traveling  bag  by  the  office  force. 

Ma.  W.  B.  Latimeb,  chief  engineer,  and  family  left  Houghton  on  August  31  for  a 
vacation  at  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Mr.  W.  J.  EowABDS,  lighting  company  payroll  clerk,  has  returned  from  spending 
a  two  weeks'  vacation  at  Detroit. 

Mr.  Earl  L.  Trowbridge,  assistant  chief  clerk,  spent  hb  vacation  at  Chicago 
and  Detroit,  and  also  attended  the  state  convention  of  the  American  Legion  at  Ann 
Arbor  on  September  5  and  6. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Shields,  of  the  Paducah  Electric  Company,  arrived  in  Houghton  on 
September  13  for  a  visit  of  the  Houghton  plant. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Harvin  and  Mr.  B.  S.  Luther  have  completed  their  work  of  calibrat- 
ing the  meters  of  the  Houghton  properties  and  left  on  September  1 1  for  Pawtucket, 
Rhode  Island. 

The  following  were  in  Houghton  during  the  month  of  September:  Mr.  David 
Daly,  district  manager;  Mr.  C.  W.  Kellogg,  of  the  Boston  office;  Mr.  E.  L. 
Miluren;  manager  of  the  Blackstone  Valley  Gas  &  Electric  Company  at  Woon- 
socket,  Rhode  Island;  and  Ma.  B.  E.  Van  Vuet  and  Ma.  W.  W.  Walter,  auditors* 

Announcement  has  been  made  by  the  War  Department  that  the  sum  of  1125,500 
has  been  made  available  for  repairs,  improvements  and  maintenance  of  the  Kewee- 
naw waterway  by  allotment  of  funds  appropriated  by  Congress  for  river  and  harbor 
improvements  during  the  year  1923.  Important  work  at  the  Portage  Lake  Canal 
is  included  among  the  improvements  for  which  the  1 125,500  will  be  expended. 
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G>i>per  thipmenti  horn  Portage  Lake  during  the  month  of  August  totaled  5,404 
tons* 

The  Lake  Superior  Mining  Institute  held  its  twenty-second  annual  meeting  in 
Houghton  on  August  l8  and  29. 

Mr.  Garvin  P.  Mitchell,  ledger  clerk,  is  spending  two  weeks'  vacation  at 
Chicago  and  points  in  Indiana. 

Ma.  F.  G.  Philo,  of  the  Betterment  Division,  arrived  in  Houghton  on  September 
13,  in  connection  with  work  for  the  Calumet  &  Heda  Mining  Company. 

Ma.  P.  W.  Wilder,  superintendent  of  distribution  of  the  Southern  division  of  the 
lighting  company,  attended  committee  meetings  of  the  safety  overhead  system  and 
electrical  apparatus  of  the  technical  section  of  the  Great  Lakes  division  of  the 
N.  E.  L.  A.,  on  September  19,  20  and  21,  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  On  the  22nd,  at 
Jackson,  Michigan,  Mr.  Wilder  attended  a  meeting  of  the  conunittee  on  meters 
and  wiring  of  the  Michigan  Electric  Light  Association,  which  was  held  to  consider 
the  commission's  rules  on  standards  of  service,  preparatory  to  a  hearing  in 
Lansing  for  October  9. 

Miss  Enid  Polkinohorne,  of  the  Calumet  office,  left  on  August  14  on  the 
steamer  Octorarm  for  a  vacation  trip  to  Detroit. 

Miss  Bertie  Lorine  DesRochbrs,  service  clerk  at  the  Houghton  office,  was 
married  to  Mr.  Edward  Louis  Matte,  of  Hancock,  Michigan,  at  St.  Joseph's 
parsonage  on  September  16.  After  a  brief  honeymoon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matte  will 
make  their  home  in  Houghton. 

Houston,  Tex.,  September  26 

Imports  through  the  Port  of  Houston  during  the  month  of  August  totaled  7,114 
tons,  valued  at  1259,156.  Exports  for  same  period  amounted  to  24,241  tons  valued 
at  f3,963^ooa  Wheat  exports  from  Texas  City  during  August  amounted  to  1,063,000 
bushels. 

The  bank  deposits  as  of  September  15,  were  1104,908,102,  an  increase  of 
116,229,481  over  the  bank  call  of  June  30. 

The  Houston  Electric  Company  is  now  involved  in  a  rate  litigation  with  the  City 
Council.  On  September  21,  the  Houston  Electric  Company  filed  application  with 
the  City  Council,  asking  for  an  increase  in  fare  from  7  to  9  cents  and  half  fare  from 
3^  to  4K  cents;  also  that  tokens  now  sold  at  reduced  fare  be  eliminated.  At  the 
present  date  the  City  Council  has  not  acted  on  thb  application,  and  we  are  bringing 
the  appraisal  of  the  company's  property  of  19 18  to  date  so  that  we  may  carry  the 
fight  for  increased  fares  to  the  Federal  Court  if  necessary.  This  increased  fare  was 
asked  because  the  City  Council  has  not  eliminated  jitney  competition  which  makes 
it  impossible  for  us  to  obtain  a  bare  return  on  our  property  value. 

The  Sute  National  Bank  b  erecting  a  12  story  bank  and  office  building  at  412 
Main  Street.  Thb  building  will  cost  approximately  t^oofico. 

Promoters  of  the  new  interurban  down  the  Ship  Channel  to  Bay  Shore  have  filed 
a  bond  of  17,500  guaranteeing  that  the  line  will  be  in  operation  by  the  spring  of 

Applicarion  has  been  filed  for  building  permit  for  the  erection  of  a  l30/xx>  store 
building  at  Austin  Street  and  McKinney  Avenue.  The  building  will  be  two  stories 
high. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Carroll,  Galveston,  visited  the  office  during  the  month. 

Messrs.  Wood  and  Bennett  returned  from  an  overland  trip  to  Colorado 
August  30.  They  both  report  a  most  enjoyable  trip. 
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Among  the  visitors  from  the  Fort  Worth  office  were:  Mr.  G.  H.  Cufpokd, 
manager;  Mr.  Berry,  general  superintendent;  Mr.  Tabbr,  superintendent  con- 
struction of  Stone  &  Webster  of  Fort  Worth;  Mr.  D.  V.  Thomas,  Mr.  J.  B.  BowEir 
and  H.  M.  Robinsom.  These  gentlemen  are  helping  us  in  the  preparation  of  data 
to  be  presented  in  our  rate  litigation  case. 

On  September  21,  the  Houston  Electric  G>mpany  filed  application  with  the  City 
Council  asking  that  fares  be  increased  from  seven  to  nine  cents. 

Mr.  a.  £.  Hatlby  and  E.  L.  Robikson  visited  our  offices  during  the  month. 

Mr.  G.  S.  Brush  sailed  from  Galveston  on  September  16,  for  New  York,  where 
he  will  spend  his  vacation. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Allen,  chief  inspector.  Northern  Texas  Traction  Company,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Houston  Electric  Company  in  the  same  capacity. 

Mr.  C.  a.  Brann,  superintendent  of  traffic,  is  confined  to  the  hospital  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Tucrer,  of  Boston,  is  in  our  city  on  company  business. 

Miss  Grace  Joines,  of  the  transportarion  department,  has  just  returned  from 
a  vacation  spent  in  California. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  22 

Agricultural  crops  in  general  are  reported  to  be  good  for  the  season.  The  citrus 
fruit  shows  an  improvement  in  condition  over  a  month  ago.  Prospects  through  the 
central  highland  belt  are  excellent. 

During  the  month  of  August,  291  building  permits  were  issued  with  a  total  value 
of  1719,494.00.  Contract  was  let  for  the  erection  of  the  f  100,000  structure  for  the 
new  Timuquana  Country  Club. 

August,  while  not  by  any  means  the  peak  month  in  shipping  at  this  port,  which 
has  always  done  better  during  the  winter  months,  proved  very  good  to  Jackson- 
ville, in  that  thirteen  more  arrivals  and  departures  were  handled  than  for  the  same 
period  in  1 92 1.  The  total  this  year  is  146,  aggregating  a  tonnage  of  303,391,  accord- 
ing to  figures  of  the  port  statistician  who  computes  them  as  121  "coastwise"  and 
25  "foreign."  Exports  for  the  month  were  valued  at  ^71,600,  while  imports  were 
valued  at  ^82,ooa 

The  managers  of  the  Southeastern  district  were  in  Jacksonville  during  the  month 
and  while  here,  accompanied  by  the  city  commissioners,  inspected  the  municipal 
power  plant. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Triay,  receiver  of  the  company,  b  away  on  his  vacation.  Before  re- 
turning, Mr.  Triay  will  attend  the  managers'  convention  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Powell  and  Mr.  Francis,  of  the  Boston  office,  arrived  in  the  city  August  23, 
for  the  purpose  of  auditing  the  books  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Medbury,  of  the  Engineering  Division,  was  in  the  city  for  a  few  days,  in 
connection  with  the  installation  of  the  oil  burning  machinery  in  our  new  power 
station. 

Mr.  Barrett,  of  the  Engineering  Division,  is  in  Jacksonville,  attending  to  the 
installation  of  the  oil  burning  machinery  at  our  new  power  station.  The  installadon 
will  be  finished  and  in  operarion  by  September  23  it  is  expected. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Whitkeld  has  just  returned  from  a  vacation  in  the  North. 

Miss  Katherine  Thomson  was  away  during  the  month  on  her  vacation. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Bostwicr,  general  superintendent,  was  away  during  the  month  on  his 
vacation,  which  he  spent  at  Daytona  Beach,  with  his  family. 

Bank  clearings  during  the  iiy^  weeks  of  August  amounted  to  153,362,000. 
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Postal  receipts  showed  a  gain  of  13.87  per  cent  over  the  corresponding  month  of 
1921.  The  postal  receipts  amounted  to  ^3,565.82,  as  compared  with  155,819^.5  of 
1921. 

Keokuk,  Ia.,  September  25 

Keokuk  Electric  Company 

During  the  past  month  nearly  all  of  the  local  industries  have  operated  at  normal 
capacity. 

The  Gas  Tank  Recharging  G>mpany,  who  manufacture  carbide  for  miners'  use, 
resumed  operations  September  11,  and  are  now  going  at  full  capacity.  The  carbide 
department  of  the  United  Lead  G>mpany  is  also  shipping  material  into  the  mining 
districts. 

The  Standard  Four  Tire  Company  report  a  larger  volume  of  business  during 
September  than  they  had  in  August  or  during  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year. 

The  Huiskamp  Brothers  G>mpany,  shoe  manufacturers,  advise  that  their  business 
b  about  normal  for  this  time  of  the  year.  They  are  short  of  skilled  labor,  and 
are  advertising  in  Chicago,  Minneapolis  and  other  cities  for  men. 

The  gross  tonnage  of  freight  handled  in  and  out  of  Keokuk  will  show  a  substantial 
increase  over  the  previous  month. 

Our  wholesale  grocers  report  their  business  to  be  equal  to  September  of  last  year. 
A  large  volume  of  business  was  done  in  fruit  jars,  sugar  and  other  materials  used  in 
putting  up  the  abundant  fruit  crop  in  this  section  of  the  country.  One  concern 
reports  to  have  sold  twenty-six  cars  of  fruit  jars. 

September  has  shown  no  marked  improvement  in  retail  business  and  our  mer- 
chants advise  that  fall  trade  is  not  opening  up  as  brisk  as  expected. 

From  all  indications,  our  gross  income  figures  for  September  will  show  a  sub- 
stantial increase  over  August.  Our  operating  expenses  should  be  approximately  as 
estimated.  Our  gas  send-out  for  the  first  three  weeks  of  September  shows  an  increase 
of  6.8  per  cent  over  August  and  17^.  per  cent  over  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

With  exception  of  some  remodeling  work  and  the  completion  of  several  residences 
started  during  the  summer,  building  activities  seem  to  be  rather  quiet.  During  the 
past  month  seven  building  permits  have  been  issued. 
This  vicinity  is  particularly  fortunate  in  having  very  little  labor  trouble. 
September  6,  Haeold  W.  Schell,  formerly  gas  superintendent,  and  Charlotte 
Louise  Sterne  were  married  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Keokuk,  la.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Schell  left  immediately  on  their  honeymoon  enroute  to  Haverhill,  Mass.,  where 
Mr.  Schell  will  assume  the  duties  of  general  superintendent  of  the  Haverhill  Gas 
Light  Company.  Preceding  the  wedding,  many  enjoyable  affairs  were  given  in 
honor  of  this  young  couple,  of  especial  interest  among  which  was  a  buffet  supper  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  David  Daly.  This  was  a  delightful  affair  attended  by  the  parents 
of  both  the  young  people  and  members  of  their  bridal  party.  On  September  i,  the 
employees  of  the  Keokuk  Electric  Company  tendered  them  a  dinner  at  Warsaw, 
Illinms,  where  Mr.  J.  L.  Alexander,  manager,  acting  as  spokesman,  presented 
them  a  handsome  gift. 

Sales  Manager  William  H.  McInnis  was  married  at  Reno,  Nevada,  on  Septem- 
ber 20,  to  Miss  Myrtle  Cameron,  cashier  of  the  Truckee  River  General  Electric 
Company.  After  a  tour  through  the  West,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McInnis  will  come  to 
Keokuk,  where  a  royal  welcome  awaits  them. 
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Miss  Inez  Sbifbrt,  railway  clerk,  resigned  her  poettioii,  eflfecdve  September  15. 
Advance  information  is  to  the  effect  that  this  popular  young  lady  is  soon  to  become 
the  bride  of  a  former  employee  of  this  company,  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Fort 
Madison  Electric  Gmipany  as  superintendent  of  light  and  power. 

Ma.  B.  P.  Jbniuns,  gas  superintendent,  announces  the  birth  of  a  son,  August  30. 

Ma.  G.  W.  Carlson,  superintendent  of  light  and  power,  announces  the  birth  of  a 
daughter  on  September  6. 

Ma.  Hans  VrrriNOHOFF,  gas  engineer,  and  Ma.  A.  S.  Nichols,  manager  of  the 
Paducah  Electric  Company,  were  in  Keokuk  this  month  on  business. 

Ma.  CaAwroED  FLBTCHBa,  office  clerk,  has  taken  up  work  in  the  meter  depart- 
ment. His  position  has  been  filled  by  Ma.  Carl  Bbckman. 

On  the  evening  of  September  28,  the  meter  department  sponsored  a  weiner  roast 
along  the  Des  Moines  River.  The  crowd  was  conveyed  to  the  picnic  spot  by  means 
of  an  old-fashioned  hay  rack.  Gathered  around  a  bonfire  all  enjoyed  the  singing  of 
familiar  songs  under  the  able  direction  of  Ma.  J.  L.  Alexander,  manager.  The 
outing  was  such  a  success  that  no  doubt  this  department  will  be  asked  to  act  as  host 
again. 

Mississippi  River  Power  Company 

Mr.  C.  a.  Sears,  manager,  attended  meetings  of  the  Electrical  Apparatus  and 
Hydraulic  Power  Committee  of  the  National  Electric  Light  Association  held  at 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  September  20-ai. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Hart,  assistant  treasurer,  returned  to  Keokuk,  September  22,  from  a 
business  trip  to  the  Boston  office. 

Mr.  N.  T.  Wilcox,  sales  manager,  visited  Paducah,  Ky.,  on  business,  Septem- 
ber i8-aa 

Plans  are  being  made  by  the  High  Tension  Qub  for  a  week-end  outing  on  Lake 
Keokuk,  the  last  of  this  month. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  September  25 

Several  of  the  large  cigar  factories  have  increased  their  forces  during  the  past 
month,  and  this  industry  is  probably  doing  more  business  at  the  present  time  than 
it  has  at  any  time  during  the  past  18  months. 

Activities  in  the  sponge  and  fishing  industries  continue  dull  due  to  unsettled 
weather  conditions. 

The  wholesale  and  retail  business  people,  with  the  exception  of  dry  goods  and 
clothing  merchants  report  no  noticeable  increase  in  their  business  during  the 
past  month. 

The  condition  of  the  company's  business  at  the  present  rime  is  more  encouraging 
than  it  has  been  for  some  time  past.  Due  to  increased  activities  in  the  cigar  industry, 
our  railway  receipts  are  gradually  increasing. 

The  lighting  business  is  also  making  a  satisfactory  showing  as  recent  records 
show  that  we  are  now  gradually  gaining  customers.  Also  our  A.  C.  distributed 
indicates  that  lighting  and  power  receipts  for  the  month  of  September  will  make  a 
very  satisfactory  showing. 

There  have  been  a  great  many  building  permits  issued  during  the  month  for 
additions  and  repairs  to  buildings,  but  very  few  permits  issued  for  new  buildings. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  very  little  idle  labor  about  the  city.  There  is  a  short- 
age of  cigar  makers  due  to  so  many  of  this  class  of  workmen  leaving  the  city  during 
the  dull  period  in  this  industry.  A  recent  drive  by  the  city  to  get  sidewalks  laid  on 
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all  paved  streets  has  resulted  in  a  great  many  common  laborers  finding  employment 
in  this  work. 

Mr.  J.  H.  MoNTiciNO,  commercial  agent,  who  has  been  ill  and  confined  to  his 
home  for  several  weeks,  is  now  getting  along  niceljr  and  in  all  probability  will  be 
back  at  the  office  within  the  next  few  days. 

Ma.  B.  L.  Grooms,  manager,  spent  several  days  visiting  in  Savannah  and  Jack- 
sonville during  the  month. 

Mr.  Harry  Gregory,  stock  clerk,  who  has  been  spending  his  vacation  in 
Miami,  Fla.,  returned  to  the  city  September  ai. 

Messrs.  P.  L.  Powell  and  W.  J.  Francis,  auditors,  are  now  engaged  in  auditing 
the  books  and  records  of  the  company. 

Work  on  the  new  curve,  which  the  company  is  installing  at  the  intersection  of  the 
GMinty  Road  and  White  Street,  is  progressing  in  good  shape. 

Two  series  of  baseball  were  played  in  Key  West  during  the  past  few  weeks, 
one  between  Homestead  and  Key  West  and  the  other  between  Fort  Pierce  and 
Key  West.  Large  crowds  attended  the  games  and  witnessed  some  of  the  best  base- 
ball that  has  been  played  here  for  some  time. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  September  27 

Although  the  strike  of  textile  operatives  is  declared  as  still  in  effect,  reports  from 
the  agents  of  the  mills  show  factories  are  well  supplied  with  all  help  needed,  and 
nearly  all  mills  show  increasing  activity. 

Business  in  the  stores  shows  seasonal  stimulus.  The  Bon  Marche  Dry  Goods 
Gunpany  is  remodeling  the  interior  of  its  building,  enlarging  departments  and 
adding  improvements  to  make  the  store  the  most  modem  and  best  equipped  in  this 
city. 

The  gross  earnings  of  the  company  for  twelve  (12)  months  ending  August  31, 1921, 
show  an  increase  of  about  6  per  cent  over  the  previous  twelve  (12)  months  with 
indications  for  continued  improvement.  The  load  on  the  power  station  showed  a 
maximum  demand  during  August  of  10,100  kilowatts  which  is  an  increase  of  1,500 
kilowatts  over  the  August,  1921,  maximum,  and  an  increase  over  last  month  of  400 
kik>watts. 

The  kilowatt  hour  output  for  August,  this  year,  was  3,132,640  showing  a  gain 
over  the  same  month  in  1921  of  633,381  kilowatt  hours.  September  demands  indi- 
cate further  increases  in  load  and  daily  output. 

Appliance  sales  for  the  past  month  show  a  slight  increase  over  August,  1921,  with 
indications  of  equally  satisfactory  results  for  September. 

The  number  of  building  permits  issued  in  August  showed  a  small  increase  over 
the  previous  nxmth,  and  an  increase  of  54  over  August,  1921. 

The  new  high  school  and  memorial  building,  which  have  been  under  construction 
for  some  time,  are  now  completed  and  in  use.  The  high  school  was  opened  at  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year  on  September  11,  and  the  auditorium  was  dedicated 
September  21. 

Real  esute  transfers  for  August  were  1,150  against  991  for  July. 

The  wedding  of  Miss  Bessie  Hale,  assbtant  in  the  manager's  office,  and  Mr. 
Caleb  Rogers,  cashier,  took  place  on  Saturday,  September  16,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride.  Many  of  the  company  employees  were  guests  at  the  reception  which  followed 
the  ceremony.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  spent  their  honeymoon  in  the  White  Moun- 
tains. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Arthur  Bernier,  of  the  sales  department,  to  Miss  Aurora 


Digitized  by 


Google 


362  Stone  ^  Webster  Journal 

Trudeau  took  place  on  the  isnd  of  August.  Mr.  and  Mas.  Bbknibr  spent  their 
honeymoon  at  Hampton  Beach. 

Ma.  pREDEaicic  BairroN,  of  the  construction  department,  was  married  on 
September  27  to  Miss  Esther  Fondy. 

The  manager,  Ma.  Hunnbwell,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  the  Alpine  Hotel, 
North  Woodstock,  New  Hampshire. 

Miss  Gladys  Dodge  has  just  returned  from  a  very  delightful  vacation  spent  in 
New  York  City. 

Miss  Eleanor  Sutton  has  returned  from  a  vacation  at  Long  Island,  Friendship, 
Maine. 

Miss  Evelyn  Lee,  of  the  accounting  department,  has  returned  from  a  vacation 
spent  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 

A  daughter  was  bom  to  Ma.  and  Mrs.  George  Rennard  this  month.  Mr. 
Rennard  is  an  underground  man  in  the  construction  department. 

The  new  auditorium  erected  as  a  memorial  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  from  Lowell 
who  served  in  the  Civil,  Spanish,  and  World  Wars,  was  dedicated,  September  21, 
with  appropriate  exercises.  Vice-President  Coolidge,  Governor  Cox,  Congressman 
Rogers,  and  General  Edwards  were  the  principle  speakers.  Ma.  Percy  J.  Wilson, 
power  sales  engineer,  served  as  Chief  Marshal,  and  many  of  the  ex-service  men  of  the 
company  acted  as  ushers. 

The  twenty-seven  new  white  way  lights  on  the  East  Merrimack  Street  ejttension 
were  turned  on  September  19.  Five  lights  of  the  same  type  were  placed  in  the 
auditorium  grounds  to  appropriately  light  up  the  new  building. 

MiDDLETOWN,  CoNN.,  SEPTEMBER  26 

Increased  orders  at  the  Noiseless  Typewriter  Company  have  made  it  necessary  to 
increase  their  force  from  three  hundred  to  iiv^  hundred  men,  and  they  have  recently 
increased  their  working  hours  from  forty-eight  to  fifty  a  week.  Bomstein  &  Sons, 
silk  manufacturers,  with  a  plant  at  Patterson,  N.  J.,  have  leased  space  in  the  Elam- 
Strong  Paper  Company  building  and  are  starting  operations  in  the  near  future  with 
aproximately  one  hundred  employees  and  a  weekly  payroll  of  |4poo. 

During  the  past  month  we  have  installed  meters  in  the  homes  of  53  new  customers. 
The  outlook  for  the  future  is  very  bright. 

The  Middletbwn  National  Bank  is  constructing  an  extensive  addition  to  its 
present  building  on  Main  Street. 

There  are  practically  no  unemployed  in  the  city. 

Messrs.  Bird,  Trull,  Kebbe  and  Curran  were  visitors  in  Middlerown  during 
the  month. 

Mr.  Packard  was  a  visitor  in  New  London  during  the  month. 

Mr.  H.  a.  Hippler,  general  superintendent,  and  his  family  are  comfortably 
located  in  their  new  home. 

Mr.  Weathbrbeb  attended  the  New  England  sales  managers'  meeting  at  North 
Abington,  Mass.,  September  13  and  14. 

"Drbwey"  Lohneiss  announces  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  August  31. 

Steve  Zultansri,  the  line  inspector,  has  returned  from  his  vacation. 

New  London,  Conn.,  September  25 

Business  in  New  London  continues  to  be  active.  At  the  shipyard  of  the  New 
London  Ship  &  Engine  Company  the  increased  activity  continues.  Both  the  New 
London  Ship  &  Engine  Company  and  the  Baboock  Printing  Press  Company^— two 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Conditions  in  Stone  fef  Webster  Territory  2^;^ 

of  the  Ufger  industrial  plantt — report  increasing  orders.  At  the  State  Pier  an  in- 
creasing number  of  ships  bringing  lumber  from  the  west  coast  and  fruit  from  South 
America  and  the  West  Indies  are  arriving. 

In  general  there  is  an  encouraging  and  healthful  tone  to  the  industrial  and 
economic  reaction. 

The  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  a  natural  increase  in  sales  and  heavy 
buying  by  the  lo^ooo  sunmier  visitors  who  spend  two  months  in  and  about  New 
London. 

The  business  of  The  G>nnecticut  Power  G>mpany  shows  a  healthy  increase  over 
last  year  due  to  an  increased  number  of  customers,  the  greater  industrial  activity, 
and  in  general,  a  greater  use  of  electricity  by  residential  consumers. 

The  building  trades  have  been  very  active.  During  the  first  25  days  of  September, 
37  building  permits  were  issued,  covering  the  erection  of  many  small  garages,  15 
dwelling  houses  and  four  buildings  for  commercial  purposes. 

The  Edward  Bloom  Silk  G>mpany,  one  of  the  ten  new  industries  which  the 
Chamber  of  G>mmerce  has  brought  to  town  in  the  past  three  years,  has  just  com- 
pleted the  erection  of  its  second  mill  building  and  is  now  commencing  work  on  the 
third. 

Labor  conditions  are  excellent  in  New  London.  There  is  almost  no  unemployment 
and  there  are  no  strikes.  Several  of  the  industrial  plants  are  increasing  their  output 
and  consequently  hiring  more  men. 

The  weather  during  the  past  month  has  been  most  auspicious  to  the  success  of 
New  London's  major  business.  As  a  summer  resort  New  London  excels  and  during 
the  past  summer  there  have  been  ^vt  conventions.  The  largest  gathering  of  this 
sort  was  the  Fall  G>nclave  of  the  thirtieth  and  thirty-first  districts  of  Rotary. 
Over  iy400  people  attended. 

The  annual  picnic  was  held  on  Brown's  Farm  at  Gales  Ferry.  We  are  very  glad  to 
extend  our  hearty  congratulations  to  the  committee  and  feel  that  they  could  not 
have  picked  out  a  better  place,  a  better  day  or  given  us  a  better  time.  There  were 
over  200  employees  from  the  New  London  and  Middletown  Divbions  with  their 
wives  and  children.  We  were  favored  by  having  with  us  Mr.  M.  L.  Sperry,  our 
district  manager  from  Boston,  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Colvin,  general  manager  of  the  Hart- 
ford Electric  Light  G>mpany.  Mr.  Lvles  also  came  down  from  Canaan  with  his  son. 

Results  of  the  athletic  events  were  as  follows: 

100  yard  dash  for  men  won  by  C.  Hamblen,  New  London; 

75  yard  dash  for  girb,  won  by  Miss  Mary  Eoan,  New  London; 

440  yard  relay  race  for  men,  won  by  Middletown — ^4  men; 

Sack  race  for  men,  won  by  J.  Kerr,  New  London; 

Three  leg  race  for  men,  won  by  Fahby  and  Gillette,  New  London; 

Potato  race  for  girb,  won  by  Mrs.  Fahey,  New  London; 

Standing  broad  jump,  won  by  J.  Baird,  New  London; 

High  jump,  won  by  R.  Curran,  New  London; 

Ball  throwing  contest  for  girb,  won  by  Miss  Camaratta,  Middletown; 

Shotput  contest,  won  by  J.  Morgan,  New  London; 

Nail  driving  contest  for  girb,  won  by  Miss  E.  Kebney,  New  London; 

Tug  of  war,  7  men,  won  by  New  London; 

Pole  climbing  contest,  won  by  F.  Sandstrum,  Middletown; 

Ball  game — ^New  London  and  Middletown — ^4  innings — won  by  New  London, 
6to2. 

At  noon.  Chef  Leary  of  the  Thames  Club,  served  us  a  very  good  clam  chowder. 
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GuRDiB  Williams  took  the  prize  for  eating  eight  pUtet.  In  the  evening,  the 
tame  fellow  served  an  especially  good  clam  bake  with  all  the  fixings. 

There  was  dancing  in  the  evening  at  Riverbend  Casino. 

During  the  last  month  we  have  played  baseball  twice  with  Hartford.  We  blush 
when  we  tell  the  results.  The  first  game  was  5  to  3  in  favor  of  New  London  and  the 
second  was  13  to  1 1  in  favor  of  New  London. 

Mr.  Tom  P.  Walker,  manager  of  Haverhill  Gas  Light  G>mpany,  was  a  visitor  in 
New  London  during  the  month.  From  all  reports  Rotarian  Tom  had  an  enjoyable 
time  at  the  Fall  G>nclave. 

The  third  picnic  of  the  season  for  the  G>PoG>  Club  was  held  Saturday  afternoon, 
September  23, 1922.  This  time  it  was  an  informal  afiPair  arranged  and  carried  out  by 
some  of  the  boys  at  the  plant.  After  the  company  picnic  in  August  the  boys  decided 
that  they  could  stand  another,  and  somebody  bet  Frbsman  Kenbrsoit  that  he 
couldn't  run  a  clam  bake — and  then  the  affair  began.  About  100  souls  congregated 
at  Riverside  Park  and  proceeded  to  make  merry.  Then  about  the  time  that  everyone 
was  weakening  from  too  much  basket  ball,  baseball  or  kidding,  the  clam  bake  gang 
"Ken"  announced  that  the  "bake"  was  ready  to  open.  An  hour  later  the  battle  was 
over  and  a  late  comer  would  have  fared  very  poorly. 

Paducaii,  Ky.,  September  23 

Joyce-Watkins  Company  and  Arrow  Transportation  interests  have  recently 
purchased  a  deep  water  site  near  the  Island  Creek  bridge  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
barge  plant  and  possibly  marine  ways. 

The  Gulf  Refining  Company  recently  purchased  property  at  Third  and  Eliza- 
beth Streets  and  will  erect  several  large  storage  tanks,  filling  station  and  new  office 
building  at  total  expense  of  about  ^5o,ooa 

The  Intemadonal  Shoe  Company  esublished  a  new  record  for  production  of 
shoes  during  this  month,  reaching  a  daily  production  of  4,300  pairs.  They  are  now 
employing  a  total  of  655  persons,  of  which  175  are  women  and  girls.  New  machinery 
b  being  added  daily  and  their  power  requirements  have  now  reached  an  average 
demand  of  300  kilowatts. 

A  new  record  was  esublished  during  the  month  by  the  American  Cigar  Company 
when  they  reached  a  total  daily  production  of  61,000  dgars.  They  are  employing 
approximately  180  girls  at  a  weekly  wage  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  dollars. 

The  new  building  for  the  Qaussner  Hosiery  Mill  is  being  remodeled  and  it  is 
estimated  that  this  plant  will  be  in  operation  the  middle  of  November. 

Local  wholesale  dealers  report  unusually  good  fall  sales,  many  of  them  obtaining 
additional  floor  space  to  care  for  increased  volume  of  business.  Local  retail  mer- 
chants are  now  arranging  their  fall  and  winter  stocks  and  state  that  the  indications 
for  fall  purchasing  are  better  than  for  several  years  past.  During  the  week  of 
September  18  the  reuil  merchants  conducted  a  fall  style  show,  with  very  attractive 
windows  and  general  interior  decorations. 

The  railway  company  inaugurated  the  ^1.00  weekly,  transferable,  unlimited 
ride  pass  on  August  28.  The  gross  earnings  for  the  first  week  in  September  were  10 
per  cent  and  the  second  week  16  per  cent  over  the  corresponding  week  last  year. 
The  sale  of  the  passes  for  the  fourth  week  exceeded  any  preiaous  week. 

There  have  been  approximately  300  new  houses  constructed  in  Paducah  so  far 
this  year,  at  an  expenditure  of  approximately  ^750,000,  and  it  b  estimated  that  thb 
figure  will  reach  ^1,000,000  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Elks'  Lodge  recently 
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purchased  property  at  Sixth  and  JefTerton  Streets  and  will  erect  early  next  year  a 
modem  building  at  a  cost  of  approximately  |2oo»ooa 

The  construction  of  the  new  sewer  system  is  going  forward  rapidly  and  thb  is 
giving  employment  to  a  large  force  of  men. 

Plans  have  all  been  completed  for  the  construction  of  dam  No.  52  to  be  located  on 
the  Ohio  River,  approximately  three  miles  from  Paducah.  Actual  construction  will 
begin  in  the  spring  of  1923  and  will  require  from  three  to  four  years  to  complete. 
The  erection  of  this  dam  will  establish  a  nine  foot  channel  on  the  Ohio  from  Pitts- 
burg to  New  Orleans. 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately  50  per  cent  of  this  year's  tobacco  crop  has 
been  cut  and  from  all  indications  it  will  exceed  last  year's  crop. 
Paducah  schoob  opened  this  fall  with  a  record  enrolment  of  3,865  pupils. 
The  city  recently  let  contracts  for  the  resurfacing  of  North  Eighth,  Ninth  and 
Monroe  Streets  and  work  on  the  new  sewer  project  is  going  forward  rapidly. 

The  Illinois  Central  Railroad  recently  purchased  a  one-third  interest  in  the 
Paducah  &  Illinois  Railroad,  which  controb  the  bridge  crossing  the  Ohio  River  at 
Metropolis,  III  They  contemplate  making  some  necessary  repairs  to  the  bridge  in 
order  to  install  double  track. 

Local  lumber  interests  report  that  the  demand  for  building  material  still  exceeds 
current  production  and  estimate  that  this  condition  will  exist  for  the  balance  of  this 
year. 

Nfit.  A.  S.  Nichols,  manager,  spent  several  days  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  month. 

Mr.  N.  T.  Wilcox,  of  the  Mississippi  River  Power  G>mpany,  visited  these 
companies  during  the  month. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Shields,  chief  engineer,  is  visiting  the  properties  of  the  Houghton 
County  Electric  Light  Company,  Houghton,  Mich. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Edward  Trombla  announce  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Janice, 
on  September  6. 

The  Employees'  Relief  Association  recently  held  their  annual  election  of  officers, 
the  following  men  being  chosen:  president,  Mr.  E.  R.  Boatiian;  vice-president, 
Mr.  R.  L.  Bryan;  secretary,  Mr.  J.  W.  Shepherd;  treasurer,  Mr.  L.  V.  Smith. 

A  complete  radio  receiving  set  has  been  purchased  by  the  employees  of  the  Rail- 
way Company  and  has  been  set  up  in  the  trainmen's  room  at  the  car  barn. 

Employees  of  the  Electric  Company  went  on  a  camping  trip  to  Metropolis 
Lakes,  Illinois,  over  Labor  Day. 

The  annual  picnic  and  field  day  was  held  at  Wallace  Park  on  August  31  with  an 
attendance  that  exceeded  all  previous  records.  The  feature  event  of  the  day  was  a 
ball  game  between  the  Electric  and  Railway  Companies,  the  former  easily  winning 
by  the  score  of  26  to  10.  A  tug-of-war  was  also  won  by  the  Electric  Company. 
Pie-eating,  apple-bobbing  and  cracker-eadng  contests  followed  and  a  sack  race,  a 
three-legged  race  and  a  fifty-yard  dash  closed  the  athletic  program.  After  the 
various  prizes  were  awarded,  a  basket  supper  was  spread.  At  eight  o'clock  the  entire 
company  repaired  to  the  club  house  where  dancing  was  enjoyed  until  twelve. 

Pawtucrbt,  R.  I.,  September  25 

Pawiuckii  Gas  Company 

Business  in  general  improved  materially  in  September,  and  with  the  textile 
strike  practically  settled,  a  very  much  brighter  outlook  b  enteruined  by  manu- 
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facturert  and  merchanti.  The  strike  has  been  in  force  since  Febniafy,  and  was  won 
by  the  strikers.  The  situation  is  not  altogether  cleared  up,  owing  to  the  demand  on 
the  part  of  the  labor  leaders,  on  the  mills  that  have  been  running,  for  a  restoration 
of  former  wages.  The  number  of  hours  per  week  is  also  being  discussed. 

The  cotton  goods  market  has  improved  considerably,  and  the  silk  people  report  a 
very  much  healthier  condition.  Quite  a  number  of  the  mills  are  considering  running 
night  shifts  now  that  the  strike  is  ended,  so  there  is  every  pfx)spect  of  the  next  two 
or  three  months  being  very  active  ones  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers. 

The  workers  in  iron  and  steel  report  a  very  marked  improvement  over  August, 
and  anticipate  heavy  orders  now  that  the  strike  is  settled. 

The  retail  merchants  report  a  notable  improvement  in  the  month  of  September, 
and  failures  are  very  fow. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  amount  of  gas  manufactured,  and  on  several 
days  the  largest  send-out  in  the  history  of  the  company  was  noted. 

The  real  esute  market  is  very  active,  and  the  building  trade  is  excellent. 

With  the  settlement  of  the  strike  labor  is  well  employed,  and  every  indication 
points  to  good  times  as  far  as  labor  is  concerned  for  some  time  to  come. 


Pensacola,  Fla.,  Sbptembsr  25 

The  Newport  G>mpany,  manufacturing  turpentine  and  rosin,  is  finding  a  ready 
market  for  all  of  its  products,  and  is  working  a  foil  force  24  hours  a  day.  The  large 
fertilizer  plant  of  the  American  Agricultural  Chemical  Co.  resumed  operation  on 
September  7,  working  half  of  their  plant.  About  October  i,  they  expect  to  com- 
mence full  operation  in  all  departments. 

Fort  Barrancas  will  seriously  feel  the  cut  of  the  coast  defense  forces  under  the 
recently  passed  army  appropriation  bilL  This  post  which,  previous  to  the  war, 
carried  from  600  to  800  men,  was  cut  down  immediately  after  the  war  to  about 
300  men,  and  b  now  being  further  reduced  to  125,  this  being  sufficient  men  to  keep 
the  post  from  deteriorating  too  rapidly. 

All  lumber  mills  in  thb  vicinity  are  working  almost  full  forces  and  are  finding  a 
ready  market  for  their  output.  Lumber  exports  through  this  port  have  almost 
reached  the  point  where  they  were  up  to  the  year  1914. 

There  is  no  nodceabe  change  of  any  kind  in  the  condition  of  the  business  in  the 
wholesale  and  retail  district  during  the  past  month.  Employment  conditions  in 
the  country  and  in  the  city  are  such  as  to  make  business  for  the  retail  district  in 
the  city  fairly  active  and  reflects  in  the  business  done  by  the  wholesale  houses. 
Wholesale  merchants  report  business  to  be  as  good  as  could  be  expected  at  this 
season  of  the  year. 

The  condition  of  the  company's  business  in  the  light  and  power  department 
continues  very  satisfactory.  The  consumption  of  the  Naval  Air  Station,  Pensacola 
Shipbuilding  Co.  and  American  Agricultural  Chemical  Co.  is  meeting  our  expecta- 
tions and  our  power  plant  output  is  showing  a  nice  mcrease  over  this  period  of  last 
year.  According  to  indications  the  output  for  thb  month  should  be  near  8oo/xx> 
kibwatt  hours  as  against  an  average  of  about  625/x»  kilowatt  hours  for  the  past 
three  or  four  months.  All  of  thb  additional  business  b  day  load  and  b  bringing 
about  a  splendid  operating  condition  in  the  power  plant.  Our  normal  day  load  b 
almost  up  to  our  evening  peak  and  is  comparatively  steady  for  eight  hours  a  day. 

Bimey  car  operation  was  started  on  September  10,  with  six  cars  on  the  East  HiU 
line  as  against  fkyt  cars  under  old  conditions. 
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Empbymeiit  condidons  in  general  are  better  than  at  any  time  during  the  past 
summer.  There  has  been  nothing  of  consequence  to  affect  this  situation  during  the 
past  month  except  the  opening  of  the  American  Agricultural  Chemical  G>.  plant. 

Mr.  L.  L.  HiascH,  formerly  assistant  chief  engineer  in  our  power  station,  and 
now  chief  engineer  in  Jacksonville  power  station,  paid  a  visit  to  Pensacola  during 
the  month  and  returned  to  Jacksonville  with  one  of  Pensacola's  young  ladies  as 
Mrs.  Hirsch.  Mrs.  Hirsch  was  Miss  Jacobson,  a  well-known  young  lady  of  Pensacola. 

Ma.  M.  B.  Marshall,  one  of  our  engineers  in  the  power  station,  was  married 
during  the  month  to  Miss  Jameison. 

Mr.  F.  B.  Turner,  our  lighting  department  student,  announces  the  birth  of  a 
son  during  the  month.  Mrs.  Turner  was,  before  her  marriage.  Miss  Gertrude  Kerle, 
daughter  of  Mr.  A.  L.  Kerle,  who  has  been  in  the  office  of  this  company  for  many 
years. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Anderson,  who  has  been  connected  with  this  company  for  about 
II  years,  with  the  exception  of  lo  months  spent  in  Paducah,  resigned  his  position 
as  assistant  treasurer  the  latter  part  of  September.  All  of  the  employees  of  the 
company,  many  of  whom  have  been  associated  with  him  for  many  years,  regret 
this  step  very  much  and  wish  for  him  the  best  of  success  in  whatever  venture  he 
may  undertake  in  the  future. 

Mr.  J.  G.  HoLTZcLAW,  receiver,  is  leaving  this  week  for  Boston  to  attend  the 
managers'  convention. 

Pensacola  has  been  visited  by  a  very  severe  epidemic  of  dengue  hv^r  during  the 
past  month.  It  is  estimated  that  probably  one-third  of  the  populadon  of  the  dty 
has  been  affected  in  one  way  or  another.  This  disease  is  a  form  of  itvtr  which 
affects  a  person  for  three  or  four  days  very  seriously,  rendering  him  entirely  unfit 
for  business.  Many  of  our  employees  have  had  their  turn  with  it,  and  at  this  writing 
quite  a  few  of  them  are  still  down. 

Messrs.  A.  A.  Hoffman,  commercial  agent,  R.  C.  Willoughby,  roadmaster, 
and  B.  A.  Jones,  trainman,  motored  to  Mobile  to  see  two  ball  games  of  the  Dixie 
championship  series  played  between  Fort  Worth  and  Mobile  teams,  champions 
respectively,  of  the  Texas  league  and  the  Southern  league. 

A  party  of  employees  of  the  company  spent  two  days  on  Inerarity  Point  on  the 
Gulf  Beach  on  a  fishing  trip  during  the  month.  This  trip  was  gotten  up  for  the 
special  purpose  of  entertaining  Mr.  Thohcas,  of  the  Westinghouse  Traction  Brake 
G).,  who  has  been  longing  for  some  of  the  pleasures  of  salt  water  fishing. 

Reno,  Nev.,  September  25 

The  past  month  has  shown  a  decided  improvement  in  local  retail  business  condi- 
tions. In  general,  for  the  past  three  or  four  months,  retail  business  has  been  unusu- 
ally dull,  but  the  past  few  weeks  have  brought  about  a  most  favorable  change  in 
this  direction.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  throughout  the  serious  depression  the 
women's  furnishing  stores  have  not  only  not  felt  the  depression,  but  on  the  contrary, 
report  an  increase  of  from  30  to  40  per  cent  over  corresponding  months  of  the  pre- 
vious year. 

It  now  appears  that  the  ranchers,  sheepmen  and  cattlemen  in  this  district  will 
find  at  the  end  of  the  season  that  they  have  earned  approximately  the  equivalent 
of  day  wages,  with  practically  nothing  representing  interest  on  investment  or 
profit. 

During  the  past  month  the  Southern  Pacific  Company  has  announced  the  re- 
classification of  its  freight  rates,  which  results  in  a  decrease  in  freight  rates  from 
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San  Francisco  into  Reno  of  approximatelx  15  per  cent,  and  a  decrease  in  freight 
rates  from  Reno  to  outside  points  b  the  sute  of  approximately  20  per  cent.  This 

is  of  very  considerable  importance  to  Reno  in  that  it  allows  the  local  jobbing  houses 

to  compete  on  better  than  equal  terms  with  the  Sacramento  and  San  Francisco 
lobbing  houses. 

The  gold  dredge  operating  near  Dayton  this  month  again  increased  the  yardage 
of  gravel  worked.  It  is  reported,  however,  that  the  values  are  falling  below  expecta^ 
tions  and  also  that  the  total  yardage  available  has  been  decidedly  decreased,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  tract  has  been  found  to  be  either  of 
too  low  value  or  of  a  character  too  expensive  to  work. 

The  new  plant  of  the  United  Comstock  Mines  G>mpany  was  officially  placed  in 
operation  on  Saturday,  September  23,  at  which  event,  there  was  a  large  attendance 
of  local  people  and  also  representatives  from  the  mining  engineers  in  attendance  at 
the  Mining  Engineers'  G>nvention  in  San  Francisco.  Hie  mill,  however,  is  not  yet 
in  condition  to  operate  and  it  is  probable  that  no  real  operation  will  occur  before 
November  i,  although  from  now  until  that  time,  the  requirements  for  power  will 
gradually  increase. 

Recently  announcement  was  made  of  a  consolidation  of  companies  in  Virginia 
City  known  as  the  G>mstock  Merger  Mining  Company.  These  two  companies 
represent  a  large  number  of  individual  mines  in  different  parts  of  the  main  lode 
and  are  reported  to  be  amply  financed  to  inmiediately  proceed  with  extensive 
development  work.  If  the  development  indicates  sufficient  ore  reserves,  it  is  now 
planned  to  construct  a  mill  similar  in  size  to  the  new  mill  of  the  United  Comstock 
Mines  Company. 

Recently,  inquiry  was  made  regarding  the  power  supply  for  a  new  cement  plant 
to  be  constructed  at  Ludwig  to  work  the  extensive  gypsum  deposits  owned  at  that 
point  by  the  Nevada  Douglas  Consolidated  Copper  Company.  It  was  stated  that  the 
machinery  for  the  new  plant  was  underway  and  that  the  plant  should  be  in  operation 
early  in  1933.  The  Cement  Company's  officer  suted  that  the  first  year's  production 
of  the  plant  had  already  been  contracted. 

While  there  is  very  little  difficulty  in  securing  all  the  labor  desired,  it  is  found  to  be 
almost  impossible  to  retain  it  for  any  length  of  time,  with  the  result  that  a  very 
rapid  labor  turn-over  is  being  felt.  This  b  caused  by  the  fact  that  laborers  coming  in 
from  the  hay  fields  are  flushed  with  money  and  are  not  at  all  anxious  for  the  present 
to  perform  any  hard  labor,  at  least  until  the  spending  of  their  accumulated  savings 
makes  this  necessary.  There  is,  however,  very  little  difficulty  in  finding  employment 
by  any  men  who  desire  steady  work. 

Ma.  and  Mas.  H.  H.  CAaPBNTEa,  have  just  returned  from  their  honeymoon 
spent  in  San  Francisco  and  other  bay  points.  They  also  attended  the  Pacific  Cosst 
Gas  Association  Convention  at  Santa  Barbara. 

Ma.  D.  R.  Jaques,  purchasing  agent,  has  just  returned  from  the  East,  where  he 
visited  the  Boston  office. 

Ma.  Campbell  was  in  San  Francisco  on  business  from  the  15th  to  the  20th.  He 
also  attended  the  official  opening  of  the  United  Comstock  Mines  Company's  new 
mill  at  Virginia  City  on  the  23rd  of  this  month. 

Ma.  E.  J.  Seaboen  and  Ma.  Jambs  Mubbay  have  returned  from  a  trip  to  George- 
town, where  they  went  to  audit  the  books  of  the  company  and,  incidentally,  spent 
some  of  the  time  hundng  deer,  but  had  no  luck. 

Mb.  Paul  Mubdocb  has  recently  taken  the  position  of  clerk  for  thb  company, 
having  resigned  from  a  mining  company  in  California  to  accept  this  position. 
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Mrs.  Gale  and  Mrs.  Crowley  have  recently  returned  from  their  vacations,  as 
has  Mr.  Seaborn. 

Miss  Myrtle  Camerok,  who  has  been  in  the  organization  for  several  years,  was 
recently  married  to  Mr.  W.  H.  McInkis,  who  was  formerly  with  this  company  as 
sales  agent,  and  is  now  with  the  Keokuk  Electric  G>mpany  in  a  similar  position. 
They  will  spend  their  honeymoon  in  San  Francisco,  the  Grand  Canyon  in  Colorado, 
Denver,  Kansas  City,  Chicago  and  will  then  return  to  Keokuk. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  September  25 

In  general,  other  than  the  seasonal  activity  in  the  fertilizer  industry,  the  industrial 
depression  which  has  prevailed  in  Savannah  for  a  considerable  period  continues 
with  very  little  indication  of  an  immediate  improvement.  The  Diamond  Match 
Company  which  curtailed  its  operation  temporarily  last  month,  due  to  conditions 
arising  from  the  railroad  strike,  resumed  operation  after  remaining  closed  down  for 
two  weeks. 

During  the  month  of  July,  78  ships  entered  the  port  of  Savannah  with  a  total 
tonnage  of  209,865;  of  this  number  of  ships  6^  were  American. 

The  cotton  exports  from  Savannah  since  August  i,  1922,  are  57,624  bales  in 
comparison  with  101,797  bales  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

In  the  naval  stores  exports,  the  shipments  of  turpentine  since  April  i  are  less  than 
during  the  same  period  in  192 1,  while  the  exports  of  rosin  have  shown  some  increase 
over  last  year. 

Since  September  i,  1922,  a  total  of  4,642,000  feet  of  lumber  has  been  shipped 
from  Svaannah,  of  which  amount  690,000  feet  were  shipped  to  foreign  ports. 

According  to  an  analysis  of  the  country's  foreign  trade  made  by  the  U.  S.  Shipping 
Board  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1922,  Savannah's  imports  amounted  to  213,000 
tons  and  exports  to  659,000  tons. 

There  was  a  substantial  increase  in  receipts  by  the  Savannah  post  office  for 
August  over  the  same  month  last  year.  The  receipts  for  August,  1922,  were  ^38,546 
against  ^34,549  last  year. 

The  cotton  market  continued  steady  with  a  slight  decline  in  the  prices  of  this 
commodity  in  comparison  with  quotations  of  a  month  ago.  The  naval  stores  market 
remains  somewhat  quieter.  The  gross  receipts  of  cotton  since  August  i,  1922, 
amount  to  104,299  bales  against  115,597  bales  last  year.  The  naval  stores  receipts 
since  April  i,  1922,  amount  to  66,925  casks  of  turpentine  and  208,121  barrels  of 
rosin  as  against  66,408  casks  of  turpentine  and  179,111  barrels  of  rosin  for  the 
corresponding  period  in  192 1. 

The  local  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  that  business  b  very  slack,  and 
there  is  no  present  prospect  of  an  immediate  improvement  in  their  business. 

The  Bimey  cars  are  operating  satisfactorily  on  both  Habersham  Street  and  the 
A.  &  B.  belt  lines,  and  continue  to  meet  the  favor  of  the  patrons  of  those  lines. 

The  kibwatt  hours  generated  by  our  plants  thus  far  in  September  indicate  a 
substantial  increase  over  that  of  the  corresponding  period  in  1921. 

The  outlook  for  our  light  and  power  department  during  the  fall  months  seems  to 
be  bright  as  the  fertilizer  factories  have  shown  improvement,  and  all  of  them  have 
resumed  operation  with  the  exception  of  three.  The  cotton  seed  mills  have  also 
shown  some  increase  in  their  operation.  The  activities  of  these  industries  are  more 
or  less  seasonal  and  contribute  largely  to  the  bcrease  in  our  generating  plants' 
output. 
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There  has  been  considermble  activity  in  real  estate  during  the  month,  and  quite  a 
little  building  is  going  on.  During  the  month  of  August,  1922,  57  building  permits 
were  issued  valued  at  ^77>34a  This  u  in  comparison  with  seventy-three  (73) 
permits  valued  at  ^137^5  issued  during  August,  1921. 

There  has  been  some  reduction  in  the  number  of  unemployed,  due  to  increased 
activities  of  the  fertilizer  factories  and  the  cotton  seed  mills.  However,  labor  of  all 
classes  continues  to  be  plentiful  with  the  possible  exception  of  skilled  help  in  the 
building  trade. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Brooks,  manager,  has  returned  with  his  family  from  Saluda,  N.  C, 
where  he  spent  a  very  pleasant  vacation. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Foss,  district  manager,  returned  to  Savannah,  September  4,  after 
spending  several  weeks  in  the  North. 

On  Wednesday,  September  6,  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Savannah 
Electric  Benefit  Association  was  held  at  the  Ca^no  at  Thunderbolt.  Although  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  were  present,  the  attendance  was  smaller 
than  usual  because  of  the  large  amount  of  sickness.  After  the  business  session  a  very 
pleasant  entertainment  was  given,  after  which  dancing  was  enjoyed.  Among  the 
numbers  on  the  program  was  a  guitar  and  mandolin  trio  by  C.  C.  DRUMMOND,of  the 
accounting  department,  and  Messrs.  H.  A.  Sauls  and  Herman  Warth  of  Savan- 
nah. Music  for  the  dancing  was  furnished  by  Rabbit's  orchestra.  Mr.  Rabby  is  an 
employee  of  the  billing  department. 

Mr.  B.  L.  Grooms,  manager  of  the  Key  West  Electric  G>mpany,  Mr.  T.  J. 
Hanlon,  manager  of  the  Tampa  Electric  Gmipany,  Mr.  J.  P.  Ingle,  manager  of 
the  Jacksonville  Traction  G>mpany,  Mr.  J.  G.  Holtzclaw,  receiver  of  the  Pensa^ 
cola  Electric  Company  and  Mr.  T.  L.  Small,  manager  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Electric 
G>mpany,  were  visitors  in  Savannah  during  the  month. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hbarne,  foreman  of  the  meter  department  of  the  Tampa  Electric 
G>mpany,  paid  us  a  visit  during  the  month  while  enroute  to  Tampa  from  Atlanta, 
where  he  attended  the  convention  of  the  Southeastern  Division  of  the  National 
Electric  Light  Assciation. 

The  result  of  the  dengue  fever,  which  has  prevailed  in  Savannah  for  se\'eral 
weeks,  has  been  very  noticeable  in  this  company,  due  to  the  number  of  employees 
who  have  been  sick  with  fever. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Whiton,  secretary  to  Mr.  Wbtterbr,  spent  a  few  days  in  Savannah 
during  the  early  part  of  the  month. 

R.  H.  Brinson,  motorman,  who  had  been  in  the  employ  of  this  company  for 
several  years,  passed  away  on  September  15,  following  an  operation  several  days 
previous  for  appendicitis.  Mr.  Brinson  was  vice-president  of  the  Savannah  Electric 
Benefit  Association,  and  was  well  liked  by  the  patrons  of  the  lines  on  which  he 
worked. 

Mr.  p.  R.  Williams  and  Mr.  Daooett,  of  the  auditing  department,  arrived  in 
Savannah  on  September  18  to  make  an  audit  of  this  company. 

Mr.  a.  J.  Monnen,  assistant  chief  engineer,  spent  several  days  in  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  recently  on  business. 

Mr.  T.  D.  Fulford  arrived  in  Savannah  on  September  23  to  take  up  his  duties  in 
the  commercial  department.  Mr.  Fulford  was  transferred  from  Seattle, 
Washington. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Coombs,  chief  billing  clerk,  has  returned  from  his  vacation  which  he 
spent  at  his  home  at  Covington,  Kentucky. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Lattimer,  chief  engineer  of  the  Houghton  County  Properties, 
Houghton,  Mich.,  spent  a  short  while  in  Savannah  during  the  month  of  September. 
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Sydney,  N.  S.,  Ssptbmbbr  23 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  last  conditions  letter,  August  23,  all  the  coal  miners  of 
Nova  Scotia  were  out  on  strike,  the  mines  were  flooding  because  pumpmen  had  been 
called  out  by  the  U.  M.  W.,  along  with  the  miners;  approximately  1,000  troops 
from  various  parts  of  Canada  were  here  to  prevent  destruction  of  property  and  main- 
tain law  and  order;  the  steel  plant  was  practically  shut  down  as  a  result  of  the  coal 
strike;  merchants  were  cancelling  orders  for  goods;  people  who  had  money  were 
holding  onto  it,  and  in  general,  business  conditions  were  at  a  low  ebb.  During  the 
intervening  month  many  things  have  happened  and  although  it  would  be  too  much 
to  expect  an  early  return  to  prosperity,  every  one  is  now  feeling  more  cheerful  and 
looking  forward  to  a  gradual  improvement  with  steady  work  for  miners  and  steel 
workers  through  the  winter. 

The  new  contract,  which  incidentally  has  not  yet  been  signed  but  probably  will 
be  executed  within  the  next  day  or  two,  is  not  materially  different  from  agreements 
which  the  company  had  several  times  previously  expressed  itself  as  being  willing  to 
make,  except  as  to  the  life  of  the  agreement,  which  has  now  been  lengthened. 

The  miners  went  back  to  work  Tuesday,  September  7,  and  although  some  of  the 
mines  required  a  large  amount  of  work  in  order  to  make  them  fit  for  getting  out  coal 
still  remarkable  progress  has  been  made,  and  at  the  present  time  a  good  output  b 
being  obtained.  Coal  is  now  being  shipped  up  the  St.  Lawrence  and  on  a  smaller 
scale  to  New  EngUnd  ports.  The  price  has  stiffened  somewhat  and  everything 
points  to  a  winter  of  activity  at  the  mines. 

Immediately  after  the  coal  strike  was  settled  the  steel  plant  resumed  operations, 
blowing  in  a  second  blast  furnace  on  September  6  and  resuming  work  in  other 
departments,  taking  on  more  men  from  day  to  day. 

Immediately  upon  settlement  of  the  coal  strike  there  was  a  marked  change  in  the 
general  atmosphere  surrounding  local  wholesale  and  retail  business.  The  psychological 
improvement  was  remarkable  and  will  undoubtedly  soon  mainfest  itself  in  more 
material  ways.  The  miners'  new  rate  of  pay  was  made  retroactive  to  July  15, 1912, 
and  last  Saturday,  September  16,  approximately  $\oofioo  in  back  pay  was  dis- 
tributed among  9,000  miners  in  the  Glace  Bay  distract.  Back  pay  has  not  yet  been 
distributed  among  the  miners  at  Sydney  Mines  but  will  be  shortly. 

With  the  hearty  and  loyal  co-operadon  of  everyone  connected  with  this  company 
general  reductions  in  wages  amounting  to  approximately  5  per  cent  were  made  as  of 
August  I  and  this,  together  with  the  strictest  economy,  enabled  us  to  reduce  operat- 
ing expenses  materially  during  August. 

It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  steady  improvement  in  light  and  power  earnings 
through  the  balance  of  the  year,  not  only  because  of  the  ordinary  seasonal  increase 
but  also  on  account  of  the  better  feeling  prevailing  throughout  the  community. 

The  trend  of  building  operations,  which  turned  suddenly  downward  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  strike,  has  again  pointed  upward.  Considerable  residential  building  b 
going  on. 

There  is  probably  less  unemployment  in  Cape  Breton  at  the  present  moment 
than  for  a  considerable  time. 

Ma.  A.  S.  Pratt,  arrived  in  Sydney,September  20,  from  Boston,  and  b  making  an 
inspection  of  the  company's  property. 

Ma.  G.  G.  Spencer,  assbtant  treasurer,  left  on  Tuesday,  September  19,  for  a 
vbit  to  the  Boston  office. 

Mr.  E,  O.  Smith,  assbtant  railway  superintendent,  who  has  been  in  our  employ 
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since  June,  1920,  teyered  hit  connection  with  the  company  and  left  Sunday  night, 
September  17,  for  Boston,  where  he  will  reside. 

Ma.  R.  A.  LxNoaY,  power  station  operator,  has  been  transferred  to  Ponce,  and 
left  Sydney  on  September  5. 

Miss  Fairy  Campbell,  railway  cashier,  returned  Monday,  September  18,  from 
Halifax,  where  she  spent  two  weeks'  vacation. 

Miss  Margaret  McDonald,  clerk  in  the  railway  department,  returned  Labor 
Day,  September  4,  from  her  vacation  spent  in  Whycocomagh  and  vicinity. 

Mr.  Charles  McDonald,  meter  reader,  left  our  employ  on  September  16,  and 
has  gone  to  New  York. 

Tampa,  Fla.,  September  21 

The  cigar  industry  is  running  at  top  speed,  and  payrolls  paid  out  by  the  Exchange 
Bank  during  the  past  week  are  ^11,000  higher  than  the  corresponding  week  in 
July.  The  factories  have  a  large  number  of  orders  on  hand  and  are  handicapped  by 
lack  of  cigarmakers.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  overcome  this  shortage  by  bringing 
dgarmakers  from  Havana,  but  the  new  immigration  laws  are  proving  an  obstacle. 
Work  is  on  hand  for  two  thousand  additional  men  in  the  cigar  business. 

In  the  phosphate  business  conditions  still  remain  dull  and  phosphate  rock  is 
selling  cheaper  than  gravel.  No  change  in  this  situation  is  looked  for  until  foreign 
conditions  improve,  as  the  shortage  in  shipments  is  in  export  business. 

Retail  merchants,  who  have  had  a  particularly  dull  summer,  report  that  there  is 
some  slight  improvement  at  this  time.  Jobbers,  whom  the  banks  report  as  having 
lost  money  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  re[x>rt  that  prospects  of  sales  are  much 
improved  but  that  collections  remain  poor. 

The  Exchange  National  Bank  states  that  at  this  time  last  year  they  owed 
1450,000  and  had  less  deposits  and  more  loans  than  they  have  at  this  time.  Since 
the  business  men  began  to  clean  house  last  October  there  has  been  a  much  better 
local  situation  and  the  bank  believes  that  its  affairs,  as  well  as  those  of  the  other 
banks  in  the  community,  are  on  a  very  much  more  sound  and  healthy  basis;  that 
the  bottom  of  the  local  depression  has  been  reached  and  while  business  may  remain 
stationary  for  another  month,  a  distinct  improvement  b  looked  for  in  October,  and 
this  improvement  will  continue  throughout  the  fruit  shipping  season. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  combined  gross  earnings.  It  seems  to  us  that  in 
the  past  week  there  has  been  some  improvement.  In  the  lighting  department  we  are 
connecting  many  new  residence  customers,  and  we  believe  that  with  the  approach 
of  the  tourist  season  we  may  look  for  our  usual  increase. 

We  estimate  that  there  are  ^vt  hundred  vacant  houses  in  the  territory  served 
by  this  company.  Building  activities  are  not  unusual,  and  there  is  little  to  comment 
on. 

There  still  seems  to  be  an  abnormal  number  of  applications  for  work. 

With  the  exception  of  the  ornamental  posts  for  Suburb  Beautiful  and  along  the 
Bayshore  Drive,  the  company  has  completed  the  substitution  of  electric  incandes- 
cent lights  for  gas  lamps  in  the  city  of  Tampa.  The  same  change  is  now  being  made 
in  West  Tampa. 

Mr.  Peter  O.  Kniort,  accompanied  by  his  family,  will  leave  the  latter  part  of 
September  for  New  York  City.  Mr.  Knioht  will  later  go  to  Boston  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  Stone  h  Webster  executives  to  be  held  in  October. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Hanlon,  Jr.,  will  leave  September  26  for  St.  Louis.  There  he  will 
be  joined  by  Mrs.  Hanlon,  who  will  accompany  Mr.  Hanlon  to  the  convention  of 
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the  American  Electric  Railway  Association.  From  Chicago  Mr.  Hanlon  will  go  to 
Boston  to  attend  the  meeting  of  executives. 

Mr.  Thomas  C.  Folsom,  superintendent  of  track  and  roadway,  has  invented  a 
new  track  switch,  which  is  a  decided  improvement  over  previous  types  used  in 
Tampa,  especially  on  lines  where  Bimey  cars  are  operated.  Mr.  Folsom  will  attend 
the  Chicago  convention  of  the  American  Electric  Railway  Association,  and  his 
switch  will  be  on  exhibit  in  the  booth  of  the  Lorain  Steel  Company. 

Mr.  C.  D.  May,  one  of  our  Bimey  car  operators,  died  September  3. 

WooKsocKET,  R.  I.,  September  3I 

Although  there  has  been  very  little  change  in  the  cotton  industry  locally,  there 
seems  to  be  considerable  optimism  and  indication  that  business  will  proceed  with  a 
fair  volume  upon  the  pre-strike  wage  basis.  In  the  woolen  and  worsted  business, 
local  manufacturers  appear  to  look  optimistically  towards  the  manufacture  for 
spring  trade.  This  optimism  is  probably  due  to  recent  strength  in  prices  and  the  fact 
that  a  year  of  more  or  less  reduced  production  has  lowered  stocks. 

There  is  no  material  change  in  the  local  machine  industry.  The  Taft-Rerce  Manu- 
facturing Company  is  using  very  nearly  its  normal  amount  of  [x>wer,  although  there 
is  no  other  indication  of  good  business  with  them. 

Local  merchants  appear  to  be  optimistic  and  look  forward  to  a  revival  of  better 
retail  business  conditions  from  the  recent  slump  caused  by  labor  troubles. 

It  is  expected  that  increased  operations  in  the  textile  industries  will  be  reflected  by 
an  increase  in  [x>wer  output  in  the  local  mills.  Several  additions  to  load  contracted 
during  the  spring  and  summer  will  shortly  begin  taking  power  up  to  amounts  of 
their  contracts. 

The  Main  Street  Power  Company,  which  has  up  to  date  furnished  electric  service 
to  its  tenants  in  the  Commercial  Building,  has  turned  over  to  us  during  the  past 
week  ten  (10)  commercial  lighting  customers,  in  addition  to  other  customers  which 
we  previously  secured  in  this  building. 

Our  electric  iron  campaign  is  progressing  satisfactorily,  a  total  of  three  hundred 
and  fifteen  (315)  electric  irons  having  been  sold  from  August  19  to  September  19. 
During  this  same  period  we  sold  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  (191)  gas  irons. 

The  Manville  Company  have  awarded  a  contract  to  build  an  addition  to  their 
mill  at  Manville,  R.  I.  It  is  understood  that  this  addition  will  be  about  300  feet 
long,  180  feet  wide  and  two  stories  high. 

Messrs.  W.  L.  Cheney,  superintendent  of  distribution,  F.  K.  Simmoks,  indus- 
trial service  engineer,  and  C.  B.  Healy,  accountant,  attended  the  convention  of  the 
New  England  section  of  the  National  Electric  Light  Association,  held  at  New 
London,  Connecticut,  September  5  to  8,  inclusive. 

Mr.  Michael  Tuite,  operator  at  our  No.  2  station,  died  September  14,  1922. 
Mr.  Tuite  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the  company  four  years. 

Miss  Madeline  Franrun  and  Miss  Marion  Wales  have  joined  the  force  of  the 
accounting  department. 

Mr.  Norman  L.  Brown  has  re-entered  the  employ  of  the  company  as  operator 
at  our  No.  i  station. 

Mr.  E.  L.M1LLIREN,  attended  the  National  Safety  Congress  in  Detroit  in  August, 
later  spending  two  weeks  in  Houghton. 

Miss  Florence  Murray  has  entered  the  employ  of  the  company  as  clerk  in  the 
station  engineer's  office,  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  Miss  Gertrude  Sanderson,  who 
recently  resigned  to  be  married. 
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Greetings  to  the  Managers 

THIS  past  year  there  have  been  signs,  particularly  from 
Texas,  that  the  men  in  the  field  are  becoming  minded  to 
make  more  and  more  use  of  the  facilities  of  our  Library 
Department,  and  not  to  let  such  facilities  be  almost  alto- 
gether an  asset  of  those  who  happen  to  be  quartered  in  the 
Boston  office. 

There  is  not  room  here  to  describe  the  Library.  Look  in  at 
your  convenience  and  you  will  quickly  get  an  impression  of 
what  it  contains.  Essentially  it  is  a  "working  library,"  with 
almost  no  literature  for  general  reading.  But,  like  so  many 
business  libraries,  it  is  also  an  information  bureau,  an 
agency  for  getting  answers  when  the  usual  books  and  pamph- 
lets in  its  own  collection  do  not  avail.  These  answers  may 
come  from  books  in  other  departments,  some  of  which  are 
referred  to  in  our  card  catalogue;  or  they  may  come  from 
books  in  outside  libraries  or  other  organizations;  or  they 
may  come  from  individuals,  as  sources  of  information, 
within  the  office  or  without. 

Note  that  the  list  of  Library  Accessions,  in  the  Stone  & 
Webster  JouRNALeach  month,is  fairly  complete,  and  that  the 
"Library  Notes"  call  attention  to  various  of  the  accessions 
and  other  matters  of  timely  interest.  In  the  Journal  for 
August  there  was  a  list  of  discarded  literature,  and  a  request 
came  from  Mr.  Clifford  of  Fort  Worth  for  some  of  the 
material.  In  our  discards  are  many  a  book  and  many  periodi- 
cal numbers  that  managers  or  members  of  their  companies 
would  find  useful;  and  they  should  feel  that  upon  request 
they  may  receive  special  notice  of  such  material.  Moreover, 
in  adding  to  the  Library  we  are  often  guided,  and  should  like 
to  be  still  more  guided,  by  requests  from  members  of  the 
organization.  Managers  may  to  advantage  bear  this  in  mind. 

By  way  of  suggesting  the  Library  Service  in  some  of  its 
less  obvious  aspects,  the  following  notes  of  recent  accessions 
are  offered.  The  numbers  refer  to  accession  slips  that  are 
used  for  the  memoranda  in  process  of  getting  material  to  the 
shelves: 

13838.  "Kimber's  Record  of  Insurance  Company  Secu- 
rity Purchases  During  1921.*'  This  is  kept  in  the  Securities 
Department,  which  also  keeps  many  publications  that  bear 
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upon  its  work.  It  is  customary  for  the  Library  thus  to  ac- 
cession books  that  are  so  special  as  to  be  kept  elsewhere;  and 
the  suggestion  arises  that  it  might  be  well  to  have  record  of 
special  books  that  are  owned  in  the  different  companies^ 
and  could  be  sent  across  country  as  occasion  arises. 

13796.  "Catalogue  of  Officers  and  Graduates  of  Yale 
University,  1701 — 1915-"  There  is  occasional  demand  for 
alumni  lists,  of  which  we  have  but  few.  Consequently,  we 
are  in  process  of  locating  collections  of  these  lists  in  Greater 
Boston.  We  are  likely  to  find  that  the  largest  collection  is  at 
the  Harvard  College  Library.  That  library,  however,  is 
inconveniently  far  off  for  quick  reference  purposes,  so  that 
we  also  wish  to  have  a  knowledge  of  where  such  publications 
are  available  in  the  business  district.  It  will  take  some  time 
to  build  up  a  satisfactory  record  of  their  whereabouts;  but 
this  is  the  character  of  the  service  that  various  special 
libraries  are  now  attempting  to  give,  and  it  may  prove  to  be 
a  co-operative  undertaking. 

13767.  "Destruction  by  Marine  Borers.'*  To  what  extent 
managers  are  interested  in  this  subject  the  Library  would 
hardly  dare  to  guess;  but  upon  request  we  can  bring  down  to 
date  a  bibliography  of  Marine  Borers,  such  as  we  have  been 
requested  to  make  in  times  gone  by. 

138 16.  "The  Boston  Directory":  a  book  familiar  for  its 
general  purposes;  yet  how  many  are  familiar  with  its  contents 
in  all  their  ramifications?  It  should  here  be  said  that  there  is 
a  committee  of  the  Special  Libraries  Association  of  Boston  at 
work  upon  the  subject  of  addresses.  This  committee  needs  to 
be  encouraged  to  see  the  work  through  to  a  finish,  since  to 
do  it  thoroughly  is  likely  to  be  a  matter,  not  of  days,  weeks  or 
months,  but  of  years.  When  published  it  should  take  the 
form  of  a  loose-leaf  guide  continually  brought  down  to  date. 
What  manager  does  not  have  the  problem  of  finding  post 
office  addresses  ? 

13774.  "Brown's  Directory  of  American  Gas  Companies 
and  Gas  Engineering  and  Appliance  Catalogue.''  This  is  in 
the  same  class  with  the  McGraw  Electrical  Directories, 
two  books — so  expensive  that  they  need  to  be  well  guarded 
lest  they  may  have  strayed  away  when  needed.  To  be 
familiar  with  these  is  a  matter  of  time.  The  gas  directory  is 
kept  in  Mr.  VittinghofF's  office.  Such  books,  even  when 
partly  superseded,  after  their  successors  have  come,  might  be 
appreciated  by  the  managers. 
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13808.  "United  States  Supt.  Documents  Price  Lists,  37, 39, 
41,  54,  58,  59."  These  few  suggest  that  many  others  exist. 
Ask  to  see  them  and  then  consider  which  ones  will  be  of 
likely  use  to  you  in  your  work,  or  to  the  members  of  your 
organization.  They  are  valuable  not  only  as  price  lists  but  as 
bibliographies,  and  to  know  them  well  is  one  feature  of 
knowing  public  documents  well — a  big  study. 

13823.  "Public  Service  Commission  State  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, 7th  and  8th  Annual  Report."  This  is  hardly  suggestive 
of  what  we  immediately  need,  but  is  a  reminder  that  our 
collection  of  Public  Service  Reports  is  not  so  extensive  as 
formerly  because  we  receive  the  "Public  Utilities  Reports 
Annotated."  In  our  unconscious  system  of  sponsorship  we 
naturally  look  to  Mr.  Nash  for  what  to  add  and  what  to 
discard  amongst  reports  of  this  kind;  but  we  have  yet  to 
develop  the  sponsorship  system  so  systematically  as  to  have 
in  print  "Who's  Who  in  the  Office"  and  what  his  specialties 
are. 


Enough  has  been  cited  to  suggest  what  the  Library  Service 
covers  or  what  it  ought  to  cover.  There  seems  no  better  way 
to  make  the  Library  thoroughly  useful  to  the  companies  than 
by  issuing  sheets  on  various  subjects  in  response  to  requests. 
These  sheets  could  together  make  up  a  loose-leaf  guide,  and 
the  companies  each  could  have  such  of  the  sheets  as  they 
cared  for  without  encumbering  themselves  with  those  that  do 
not  bear  upon  their  immediate  interests. 

Members  of  the  Library  staff  would  be  glad  to  talk  over 
the  service  with  all  who  visit  the  department,  and  doubtless 
in  such  talk  many  an  idea  would  be  forthcoming  that  would 
advance  the  interests  of  all  concerned. 

G.  W.  Lee. 
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Recent  Accessions 

(lo)  Civil,  (20)  Electrical  Enoineerino 

399  The  Municipal  Bridge  of  St.  Louia:  a  record  of  municipal  effort.  W.  E.  Rolfe 

and  L.  H.  Cannon.  St.  Louis  Public  Library,  August,  1922.  (jop),  6ix^i, 
•0734.R644 

400  Construction  of  the  Catskill  water  supply  for  the  city  of  New  York  from  an 

engineering  standpoint.  J.  W.  Smith.  [Reprinted  firom  lectures  on  Engineer- 
ing Practice.]  The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Baltimore,  1921-22.  65p. 
6x9,  iUus.  •  1 79 1  .Sm6 1 .0736 

401  Report  of  Hydro^ectric  Commission,  State  of  South  Dakota,  1920:  containing 

a  summary  of  the  Hydro^ectric  Commission,  South  Dakota  findings  of  the 
Fargo  Engineering  Co.  in  its  check  upon  report  of  Mead  &  Seastone  "On  the 
Feasibility  of  Hydro-electric  Development  from  the  Missouri  River  in  South 
Dakota."  Pierre,  nd.  lop,  6x9.  •4600  .H999.05.1920 

402  Report  by  the  Committee  on  Electricity  to  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow:  with 

account  of  revenue  and  expenditures,  and  balance  sheet  applicable  thereto, 
of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  Electricity  Department.  •  . 
Glasgow,  1922.  59p,  8x13.  ♦7291.0511.6/1/21-5/31/22 

(40)  Mining 

403  Mineral  resources  of  the  United  States,  1921,  (preliminary  summary)  pub- 

lished Sept.  14, 1922.  United  States  Geological  Survey.  Wash.,  1922.  io2p, 
6x9.  •6874.075. 1921P 

404  Mining  companies  and  tables  of  statisrics,  1922.  Hayden,  Stone  &  Co. 

Boston  [C1922].  9ip,  3JX5.  ♦025.H324 

(50)  Railroads 

405  Outline  of  the  projected  Tokyo  Underground  Railway.  1922.  The  Tokyo 

Underground  Railway  Co.,  Ltd.  Tokyo,  1920.  vp,  6x9.  ^8281. 0221. 1922 

406  Poor's  Manual  of  Railroads.  Fifty-fifth  annual  number,  1922.  Poor's  Pub- 

lishing Co.  New  York  [C1922].  2104P,  6x9.  *o22.P79.i922 

(74)  Financial 

407  Kimber's  record  of  insurance  company  security  purchases  during  1921.  1922 

ed.  .  .  .  Published  by  A.  W.  Kimber  &  Co.  New  York  [CI922].  405P,  6x9. 
•055.K569.1922 

408  Kimber's  record  of  government  debts  and  other  foreign  securities,  1922. 

Edited  by  A.  W.  Kimber.  Published  by  A.  W.  Kimber  &  Co.  New  York 
[C1922].  809P,  6x8.  •055.K569g.i922 

409  Engineer's  valuing  assistant:  being  a  practical  treatise  on  the  valuation  of 

collieries  and  other  mines  with  rules,  formule,  and  examples — also  a  set  of 
valuation  tables  .  .  .  tables  of  value  .  .  .  H.  D.  Hoskold  .  .  .  with  an 
introductory  note  by  the  late  Peter  Gray.  2d  ed.  New  York,  1905.  i85p. 
5ix8.  •o24Jl7935 

410  Balance  sheets  and  profit  and  loss  statements  analyzed  and  defined  for  buu- 

ness  executives.  Bureau  of  Commercial  and  Industrial  Affairs,  Committee 
on  Industrial  Accounting  and  Executive  Reports.  Boston  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Boston  [CI922].  36p,  6x9.  •1461.C35.024 


Digitized  by 


Google 


378  Stone  6f  fVebster  Journal 

41 1  Qattification  and  definitioiis  of  ledger  accounts.  Bureau  of  GMnmerdal  and 

Industrial  AiFairs,  Committee  on  Industrial  Accounting  and  Executive 
Reports.  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Boston  [CI922].  J4p,  6x9.  *i46i. 
C35-024C 

(75)  Rbports 

412  Best's  insurance  reports  (fire  and  marine  ed.).  Twenty-second  annual  edition 

1911-23.  New  York  [ci9ii].  938p,  8x1 1.  •055.B464. 1911-13 

413  Interim  report  of  the  Public  Service  Securities  Committee,  Investment 

Bankers  Association  of  America.  Adopted  by  Board  of  Governors,  July  11. 
1911.  Chicago,  1911.  6p,  6xia  *690ix>iii.i9ii 

414  The  Public  Service  Commission  of  West  Virginia.  Seventh-eighth  annual 

reports.  Periods  beginning  July  i,  1919,  and  ending  June  30, 1910;  and  be- 
ginning July  I,  1910  and  ending  June  30,  1911.  Charleston,  nd.  946p,+ 
6x9.  ♦1404.7/1/19-^/30/21 

415  Twenty-seventh  annual  report  of  The  John  Crerar  Library  for  the  year  1921. 

Chicago,  1922.  38p,  7x10.  *i73i.C86.i9ii 

(76)  Legal 

416  The  tariff:  full  text  of  act  to  provide  revenue  to  regulate  conunerce  with  for- 

eign countries — to  encourage  the  industries  of  the  United  States — and  for 
other  purposes.  .  .  .  Approved  Sept.  11, 1911.  Index  to  schedules.  Section 
two  of  the  Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  Sept.  13,  1911.  3ipl 
8JX13.  *68oox53i8i.i9ii 

417  Rules  of  procedure  for  conciliation  and  arbitration  of  the  International 

Chamber  of  Commerce ...  list  adopted  by  the  Council  of  the  Intemadonal 
Chamber  of  Commerce  on  July  10, 1911.  Brochure  No.  11.  Paris,  1911. 39P 
6x9.  •o37.In82 

418  International  Chamber  of  Commerce:  Digest  No.  17 — ^The  future  of  arbitra- 

tion. £.  R.  Streat. 

Digest  No.  18 — ^American  views  on  the  questions  of  reparations  and  inter- 
allied debts. 

Digest  No.  19 — Deflation  or  devaluation:  two  memoranda  submitted  to  the 
Genoa  conference.  M.  G.  Vissering  and  M.  O.  Lepreux.  Paris,  nd.  vp, 
8lxioJ.  *o37.In8i.Cir.  17, 18, 19 

(90)  Sources  or  Infohmatiok 

419  The  Boston  Directory:  .  .  .  with  map.  No.  CXVIII,  for  the  year  conunenctng 

July  1, 1911.  Boston  [CI911].  i8i3p,  7x10.  ^146 1.093. 1911 

410  Lockwood's  Directory  of  the  paper,  stationery  and  allied  trades.  .  .  •  1913. 

Lockwood  Trade  Journal  Co.,  Inc.  New  York  [C1911].  984P,  6x9.  *093.L8i. 

1923 

411  Rand  McNaliy  Bankers  Directory  and  the  Bankers  Register  with  list  of 

attorneys.  .  .  .  The  Bankers  Blue  Book.  93d  ed.  July,  1921.  Rand  Mc- 
Naliy &  Co.  Chicago  [CI922].  2540P,  8x11.  *o25.Ri 5.7/22 

422  Official  Register  of  Harvard  University.  Faculty  of  Architecture.  School  of 

Landscape  Architecture,  1922-23.  VoL  XIX,  No.  37,  June  28,  1922. 
Cambridge,  1922.  63P,  5x8.  *i445.H261. 1922-23 

423  McGraw  Electric  Railway  Directory,  Aug.,  1922.  McGraw-Hill  Co.,  Inc. 

New  York  (C1922].  279P,  4lx8i.  ERD.8/22 

424  Index  to  the  year  books  of  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  191 1- 

191 5.  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Wash.,  1922.  I78p,  6x9 
*688o.096 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Recent  Accessions  379 


415  Botton:  an  old  city  with  new  opportunitict.  Botton  Chamber  of  G>mmerce, 
Bureau  of  G)mmercial  and  Industrial  AiFairt.  Botton  [CI932].  64^^  6x9, 
illuty  map.  *i46i.C35.o3 

426  Table  of  certain  officials  of  143  cities  of  the  United  States  and  Canada — com- 

piled by  M.  W.  Dietrichson,  Librarian  of  the  Business  and  Municipal 
Library  (branch  of  Public  Library),  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Municipal  Refer- 
ence Library  Bulletin,  No.  73.  St.  Louis,  1922.  ^096.05678 

427  Courses  offered  for  correspondence  and  class  instruction,  1922-23.  Bulletin  of 

the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education.  Vol.  VIL,  No.  5.  Sept.,  1922. 
Whole  No.  47.  Boston,  1922.  37p,  6x9.  ♦i400.Ed835.N0.47. 1922-23 

428  State-supported  University  Extension  courses  offered  for  correspondence  in- 

struction. Massachusetts  Bulletin  of  the  Department  of  Education.  VoL 
VIL,  No.  5A.  Sept.,  1922.  Whole  No.  48.  Boston,  1922.  ifp,  6x9.  *i40a 
Ed835.No^8 

429  Report  of  the  Committee  on  "Societies  Address  Lists."  Sept.,  1922.  To  the 

Special  Libraries  Association.  Three  typewritten  sheets,  8^x1 1.  *096.Sp3iso 

430  Stadsdcs  of  private,  commerdal  and  business  schoob,  1919-20  .  .  .  including 

statistics  of  shorthand  systems  taught  and  studied  in  832  schoob,  I9i9-2a 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education.  Bulletin,  1922,  No.  4.  Wash.,  1922.  i  ip 
6x9.  •6873.B4.1922 

431  Office  management:  a  new  constructive  monthly  magazine  on   business 

methods.  Sept.,  1922.  Published  by  Filing,  Inc.  New  York,  1922.  3ip 
8^x11.  OM^t.9/22 

432  Birds  and  wild  animals.  Price  list  39,  12th  ed.  April,  1922.  9p,  6x9.  *68o6 

Pl39Va2 
Insects:  bees,  honey  and  insects,  injurious  to  man,  animals,  plants  and  crops. 

Price  List  41, 12th  ed.  April,  1922.  27P,  6x9.  *68o6.Pl4i.9/22 
Mines,  explosives,  fuel,  gas,  gasoline,  petroleum.  Price  List  58, 9th  ed.  April 

1922.  ♦6806.PI58.4/22 
Publicadons  of  Interstate  Commission,  reports  and  regulations  on  interstate 

transportation.  Price  List  59,  9th  ed.  March,  1922.  *68o6.Pl59.3/2 
Political  science:  documents  and  debates  .  .  .  Price  List  54,  8th  ed.  March, 

1922.  28p,  6x9.  ♦6086.PI54.3/22 
Tariff  and  taxation.  Price  List  37,  9th  ed.  April,  1922. 34P,  6x9.  •6806.PI37. 

4/22  (The  above  are  Price  Lists  of  government  publications  issued  by  the 

Superintendent  of  Documents,  Wash.) 

Miscellaneous 

433  Sensitometry  of  photographic  emulsions  and  a  survey  of  the  characteristics  of 

plates  and  films  of  American  manufacture.  .  .  .  Scientific  Paper  No.  439. 
United  States  Bureau  of  Standards.  Wash.,  1922.  i2op,  7x9.  iUus.  ^6898. 

Sp43? 

434  Industrial  relations  and  the  churches.  [In]  The  Annals  of  the  American 

Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science.  No.  192.  Sept.,  1922.  Concord, 
1922.  234P,  7x10.  •o29.Am35ic 
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Coupons  and  Dividends  Due 

Per  Cent. 

Beaumont  Traction  Company,  53, 1943 2)4 

Columbus  Power  Company,  The,  5s,  1936 2}^ 

^Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Co.,  ist  Preferred  Stock i}i 

*Columbu8  Electric  and  Power  Co.,  2nd  Preferred  Stock 1^ 

Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  58,  1963 a>^ 

^Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Conrmion  Stock 2 

Everett  Railway,  Light  and  Water  Company,  5s,  1925 2}4 

Galveston-Houston  Electric  Railway  Company,  5s,  1954 2^ 

"Haverhill  Gas  Light  Company,  Capital  Stock  (I50  par) 2>< 

Houghton  County  Electric  Light  Company  (Coupon  Notes), 

7«.  ^m- 3>^ 

Mississippi  River  Power  Company,  Preferred  Stock 1^ 

Nevada  Power,  Light  and  Water  Company,  6s,  1932 3 

New  London  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  The,  5s,  1927 2>^ 

New  London  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  The,  5s,  1929 2}4 

•Ponce  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock i^ 

Savannah  Electric  and  Power  Co.,  y}4s,  1941 3K 

•Savannah  Electric  and  Power  Co.,  Debenture  Stock 2 

Savannah  Electric  and  Power  Co.,  Preferred  Stock ....". 3 

•Savannah,  Thunderbolt  and  Isle  of  Hope  Railway,  The,  4s,  1947 . .  i 

Tacoma  Railway  and  Power  Company,  5s,  1929 2>^ 

Woonsocket  Electric  Machine  and  Power  Company,  4>^s,  1943. .  2}i 

•Puget  Sound  Power  and  Light  Company,  Preferred  Stock i^ 

•Puget  Sound  Power  and  Light  Company,  Common  Stock i 

•Puget  Sound  Power  and  Light  Company,  Prior  Preference  Stock.   iK 
Cape  Breton  Electric  Company,  Limited,  Preferred  Stock, 

6  per  cent 3 

Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company,  5s,  1942 2}4 

Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company  (Coupon  Notes),  7s,  1925 3^^ 

•Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Brockton,  Capital  Stock  2}4 

•Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company,  Capital  Stock 3 

Galveston  Electric  Company,  5s,  1940 2K 

Houghton   County  Electric  Light  Company,  Preferred  Stock, 

6  per  cent 3 

Jacksonville  Electric  Company,  5s,  1927 2)4 

♦Lowell  Electric  Light  Corporation,  The,  Capital  Stock 2}4 

Mississippi  River  Power  Company  (Debentures),  7s,  1935 3>^ 

Paducah  Electric  Company  (Debentures),  6s,  1939 3 

Pawtucket  Gas  Company  of  New  Jersey,  The,  4s,  1932 2 

•Public  Service  Investment  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent. .   i}4 

•Public  Service  Investment  Company,  Common  Stock i}4 

Puget  Sound  Power  and  Light  Company,  7>^s,  1941 3K 

Railway  and  Light  Securities  Company,  5s,  First  Series,  1935; 
Second  and  Third  series,  1939;  Fourth  series,  1942;  Fifth  series, 

1944;  Sixth  series,  1946 2}4 

•Sierra  Pacific  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent ly^ 

Whatcom  County  Railway  &  Light  Company,  5s,  1935 2}4 

•Keokuk  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock,  6  per  cent ly^ 

•Tampa  Electric  Company,  Capital  Stock 2>^ 

•Payable  quarterly. 

Dividend  rates  based  on  the  last  declaration. 
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Quotations  on  Securities 

Companies  under  Stone  &  Webster  Management 

October  3  y  1922. 

Tk«  StcttritiM  Dt^ftrtmeat  ezecntet  orders  oa  coamiuioa  for  thoM  withiaf  to  parchaM  or  mU. 
lUqoetts  for  informfttion  Ia  regard  to  the  eoapaniet  will  be  answered  proaptlj. 


BONDS       1 

PREF.  STOCK  1 

COMMON  STOCK 

CX)MPANY 

Int. 
Rate 

Price 
and  Int. 

DiT. 

Rate 

Price 

DiT. 
Rate 

Price 

^t?«fi?-fcr:f^  |N««.,-.m, 

7% 

100>^ 

No 

Prel 

8% 

135 

Baton  Rouge         (  Bonds.  1939 
EJccCo.             t  Notes.  Jan.  1923 

51 

92 

lis 

6% 

86 

BUdutone  Valley  Gas  &  Elec  Co. 

(Common  Stock  par  ralue  |50) 

5% 

100 

•6% 

93 

10% 

75 

Cape  Breton  Elec  Co.,  Ltd. 

5% 

83 

6% 

65 

12 

Centra]  Mitsbsippi  Valley  Electric 
Properties 

No 

Bonds 

75 

12 

ChkagOy  Wilmington  &  Franklin  Coal  Co. 
(Common  Stock  par  Talue  |10) 

•6% 

90 

10% 

25 

Colombos  Elec  &  Power  Co. 

6% 

104 

♦7%  1st 
♦7%  2d 

103 
88 

93 

Cottunbns  Power  Co.,  The 

5% 

98 

Connecdcnt  Power  Co.,  The 

5% 

96 

•6% 

93 

Connecticut  Valley     j  Serial  Bonds 
Lumber  Co.              t  June. '23^34 

6% 

100 
96>^ 

Eastern  Texas      j  Bonds.  1942 
Elec  Co.             t  Notes.  May.  192$ 

II 

94 
lOlK 

♦6% 

83 

8% 

94 

EcfisonEkcIllg.         i  Bonds.  1930 
Co.  of  Brockton       (  "^■***'  *^^" 

s% 

100 

No 

Pref 

10% 

187 

EIPa«>ElecCo.      |  ^^1 

7I 

95 
101>^ 

6% 

88 

10% 

125 

Fall  Riyer  Gas  Works  Co. 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

12% 

216 

Galveston  Elec  Co. 

5% 

88 

Galveston-Houston     i  Notes,  Aug,  192S 
Elec  Co.                    \  Notes,  Feb..  1926 

\\ 

102 
100 

♦6% 

702 

32! 

Galyeston-Houston  Elec  Ry.  Ca 

5% 

88 

No 

Pref 

HaTerhill  Gas  Light  Co. 

(Stock  par  Talue  |50) 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Prel 

9% 

85 

Houghton  County  Elec      (  Bonds,  1927 
LlTCo.           •                        Notes.  1923 
(Stock  par  ralae  125)                 \ 

51 

92 

100 

6% 

20 

12 
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BONDS 

PMF.8T0CK  1 

COMMON  STOCK 

COMrAi^i 

tat. 
Rmte 

Prie. 
lodUi. 

DiT. 

R«t« 

Price 

DiT. 
Rou 

Prico 

Houston  Elec.  Co. 

5% 

99i^ 

Jacksonville  Elec  Co. 

5% 

91>^ 

Jacksonville  Tract.  Co. 

5% 

86 

37 

7 

Keokok  Electric  Co.  |  Not...  J.nu«y,  1923 

6% 

100 

•6% 

80 

Key  West  Elec.  Co.,  The 

5% 

84 

Lowell  Elec.  Lt.  Corp.,  The 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Prof 

10% 

187 

Mississippi  River  Power  iBondt,  1951    _, 

51 

96  B 
104 

•6% 

85^ 

315 

Northern  Texas  Elec  Co. 

s% 

89 

6% 

34  g 

8% 

87? 

Northern  Texas  Traction  Co. 

5% 

95 

No 

Prof 

Pacific  Coast  Power  Co. 

s% 

94 

No 

Prof 

No 

Com 

Pensacola  Eke  Co. 

s% 

86 

28 

6 

Public  Service  Investment  Ca 

.    No 

Bonds 

♦6% 

85 

103 

Puget  Sound  Elec  Rj. 

s% 

88  B 

Puget  Sound  Power  Co. 

s% 

97 

No 

Prof 

No 

Com 

Puget  Sound  Power  &     i  Note^  1925 
Ught  Co.                            Bonds.  1941 

^% 

100 

106K 

Priori 

tl07 
t84 

4% 

t56 

RaUwavac  Light      , 

'^Plrtt  StriM,  1935 
Secead  SeriM,  1939 
Third  8«riet,  1939 
Fovrth  Serkt,  1942 
Fifth  StriM.  1944 

.Sixth  S«ri«t.  1946 

1 

T 

96 
95K 
95>^ 
95 

•6% 

88 

6% 

80 

Savannah  Elec  Co. 

s% 

88  L 

Savannah  Elec.  h  Power  Co. 

7K% 

107 

?l 

102 
70 

I8K 

Seattle  Elec 
Co.,  The 

lttMortta8«.1930 
Com.  ft  Ref.,  1929 
8Mttl«-ETtfett.  1939 

99JB 

97 

93 

No 

Prof 

No 

Co« 

Sierra  Pacific  Elec  Co. 

•6% 

77 

8>^ 

Tacoma  Ry.  and  Pr.  Co. 

5% 

88 

No 

Prof 

Tampa  Elec  Co. 

5% 

95 

No 

Prof 

10% 

137 

Whatcom  County  Ry.  h  Lt.  Co. 

s% 

94 

No 

Pref 

No 

Com 

Qootationt  oro  approzinau.  Ail  ttockt  llOO  par  T«la«  nnlott  otherwiae  tpediad. 
*C«aalatiTo.  fEz-Dividond.  A.  Utted  on  London  Stock  Exchange.  B.  Utted  on  Boston  Stock  Exchanie. 
L.  Listed  on  Louitrillo,  Kj.    Stock  Exchange.  N.  Coaaon  shares  hare  no  par  Talne.  X.  Ez-rights. 
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The  Securities  Department  wishes  to 

bring  to  the  attention  of  members 

of  the  organization  the  follow- 

ing securities   which  it 

recom- 

mends  for  investment  :- 

Interest  and 

Dividend 

Price  and  Yieldint          II 

B9nds                                                                  Rate          Daut 

Interest 

About 

5 

Jan.  and  July 

Market 

5.25% 

5 

May  and  Nov 

sso% 

5 

Feb.  and  Auf . 

97 

5.50% 

5 

Apr.  and  Oct. 

92K 

5.50% 

:o.      6 

June  and  Dec. 

104 

5.70% 

1947 

6 

Apr.  and  Oct. 

98 

6.15% 

ITCO.  7K  Mar  and  Not. 

106K 

6.85% 

Nous 

tEASTERN  TEXAS  ELRC.  CO.                7 
Conv.  Note*  due  May,  1925 

Mar  and  Nov. 

lOlK 

6.35% 

♦EL  PASO  ELECTRIC  CO.                        7 

Jan.  and  July 

lOlK 

6.40% 

Gold  Notet,  due  July.  1925 
tGALVESTON-HOUSTON  ELEC.  CO.       7 

Feb. and  Auf . 

lOlK 

6.50% 

Gold  Notes  Series  A,  due  Aug.  1.  1925 

JnfiJtuunt  Stocks 

JBLACKSTONE  VALLEY  GAS  ft            10 
ELEC.  CO. 
Common 

Mar.  1  qrUy. 

75 

6.90% 

MISS.  RIVER  POWER  CO.                      6 

Jan.  1  qrtly. 

Market 

7.05% 

Cumulative  Preferred 

(85) 

NORTHERN  TEXAS  ELEC.  CO.            6 

Mar.  1  and 

84 

7.15% 

Preferred 

Sept.  1 

PUGET  SOUND  POWER  ft  LIGHT  CO.  6 

Jan.  1  qrtly. 

84 

7.15% 

Cumulative  Preferred 

TAMPA  ELEC.  CO.                                 10 

Feb.  15  qrtly. 

137 

7.30% 

Capital 

SIERRA  PACIFIC  ELEC.  CO.                 6 

Feb.  1  qrtly. 

77 

7.80% 

Cumulative  Preferred 

SAVANNAH  ELEC.  ft  POWER  CO.        8 

Jan.  1  qrtly. 

102 

7.85% 

Debenture 

COLUMBUS  ELEC.  ft  POWER  CO.        7 

Jan.  15,  qrtly. 

88 

7.95% 

Cumulative  2nd  Preferred 

• 

EL  PASO  ELEC.  CO.                               10 

Mar.  1  qrtly. 

125 

8.00% 

Common 

♦Denominations  |100.  $500.  |1000 

tDenominations  $500.  $1000 

tPar$50 

Detailed  information  will  be  furnished  upon  request 

Securities  Department  Offices 

147  Milk  Street 

Boston 

New  York 

Chicago 

120  Broadway 

1st  Nat'l  Bank  Bldg. 
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STONE  &  WEBSTER 

( Incorporated  ) 

CHARLES  A.  STONE  EDWIN  S.  WEBSTER 

RUSSELL  ROBB  HENRY  G.  BRADLEE 

FREDERICK  P.  ROYCE  GEORGE  O.  MUHLFELD 

HENRY  B.  SAWYER  FREDERICK  S.  PRATT 

HARRY  H.  HUNT  HOWARD  L.  ROGERS 

DESIGN  Steam  power  stations,  hydro-electric 
developments,  transmission  lines,  city  and 
interurban  railways,  gas  and  chemical  plants, 
industrial  plants,  warehouses  and  buildings. 

CONSTRUCT  either  from  their  own  designs 
or  from  designs  of  other  engineers  or  archi- 
tects. 

MANAGE  public  utility  and  industrial  com- 
panies. 

REPORT  on  going  concerns,  proposed  exten- 
sions and  new  projects. 

FINANCE  industrial  and  public  utility  prop- 
erties and  conduct  an  investment  banking 
business. 


NEW  YORK  BOSTON  CHICAGO 

CLEVELAND  PITTSBURGH  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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TPE  columns  of  the  Stone  & 
Web3ter  Journal  are  open 
to  the  members  of  the  Organiza- 
tion, and  articles  printed  therein 
represent  the  individual  opinions 
of  the  contributors  only. 

The  Journal  is  issued  the 
middle  of  the  month,  and  copy 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
editor  by  the  fifteenth  of  the 
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Why  Water  Power  Attracts 
Far  Seeing  Investors 

HAVE  you  ever  stopped  to  consider  the  vast  sum 
of  money  invested  in  water  power? 

Nearly  forty  per  cent,  of  the  power  for  the  a>untry's 
public  utilities  now  comes  from  hydro-electric  plants, 
and  you  will  find  many  reasons  why  £u>8eeing  inves-^ 
tors  have  been  so  strongly  attracted  by  the  securities 
of  these  properties. 

Water  power  plants  are  practically  free  from  labor 
troubles  and  they  cannot  suffer  from  fuel  fimiine  or  in- 
ability to  get  raw  materials.  Sources  are  self-replenishing 
and  inexhaustible  and  maintenance  is  lower  than  foe 
any  other  kind  of  plant.  All  things  a>mbine  to  make 
a  well-planned  and  careliilly  managed  water  power 
development,  perhaps  the  most  stable  type  of  invest- 
ment property. 

Stone  h,  Webster  are  pioneers  in  water  power.  We 
offer  you  investments  in  our  various  properties  backed 
by  the  experience  of  long  leadership.  For  thirty  years 
we  have  been  finandng,  constructing  and  managing 
important  properties. 

We  are  glad  to  send  specific  offerings  of  our  water 
power  securities  on  request. 

Stone  &  Webster 
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EDITORIAL  COMMENT 
Centralized  Management 

WHAT  is  it  and  why  is  it?  Well,  in  the  first  place  it  is 
a  natural  development.  We  may  be  sure  that  if  it 
is  not  a  natural  development  it  will  not  be  with  us  very  long. 
In  a  sense  it  may  be  said  to  be  almost  fortuitous,  though, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  nothing  in  this  universe  is  actually 
fortuitous.  Things  happen  in  accordance  with  the  needs  and 
exigencies  of  mankind.  They  last  as  long  as  the  need  and 
exigency  last  and  then  give  place  to  something  else.  No 
one  deliberately  sat  down  and  framed  up  the  scheme  of 
centralized  management.  The  scheme  was  an  outcome  of 
certain  necessities  of  certain  persons,  and  was  put  into 
operation  in  a  tentative  fashion  as  the  best  way  of  handling 
real  and  urgent  problems.  It  solved  these  problems  so  satis- 
factorily that  it  was  gradually  enlarged  and  extended.  This 
process  has  been  going  on  for  several  decades,  and  is  in  the 
nature  of  proceeding  along  the  line  of  least  resistance  in  the 
conduct  of  American  industry,  and  particularly  of  the  pub- 
lic utility  industry. 

In  saying  this  we  have  perhaps  answered  our  last  question 
first,  or  at  least  in  part.  Let  us,  therefore,  retrace  our  steps 
and  ask — What  is  centralized  management  in  essence? 
Why,  simply  the  control  or  supervision  of  several  or  many 
industries  of  a  fairly  identical  character  from  one  and  the 
same  source.  Some  persons  have  called  this  objectionable. 
Whether  it  is  or  is  not  objectionable  is  purely  a  question 
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of  fact,  though  the  policy  has  been  pursued  long  enough  to 
bring  to  light,  one  may  reasonably  suppose,  all  the  weak 
points  that  might  possibly  characterize  it.  Certain  persons 
have  from  time  to  time  enumerated  what  they  believe  to  be 
weak  points,  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  discuss  the  more 
important  of  these. 

Strangely  enough  no  one  seems  to  have  said  anything 
about  what  at  the  start  might  perhaps  have  been  considered 
the  real  weak  point.  Very  likely  that  was  because  no  one 
then  saw  that  the  policy  of  centralized  management  could 
or  would  be  carried  far  enough  to  raise  the  point  we  have 
in  mind.  It  might  possibly  have  been  asked — Can  centralized 
management  be  carried  very  far  without  overburdening 
the  capacity  of  those  having  it  in  charge  ?  That  was  a  ques- 
tion which  time  alone  could  answer,  and  time  has  answered 
it  in  a  way  wholly  favorable  to  centralized  management. 
Whatever  other  objections  this  policy  may  be  open  to,  it 
is  entitled  to  a  clear  bill  of  health  on  this  score.  It  has 
demonstrated  that  minds  habituated  to  order,  method  and 
system  have  astonishing  capacity. 

Another  objection  occasipnally  voiced  is  that  centralized 
management  sometimes  lacks  ingenuousness.  There  is  such 
a  possibility  in  connection  with  every  institution  and  every 
individual  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Some  things  have  to  be 
taken  for  granted.  It  has  to  be  assumed  that  most  persons 
are  honest.  That  is  almost  an  axiom  of  business.  Business 
is  based  on  that  assumption.  If  there  had  not  been  this 
general  assumption,  industry  could  not  and  would  not  have 
been  built  up  to  its  present  proportions.  Centralized  man- 
agement, like  everything  else  in  this  world,  may  be  char- 
acterized as  good,  bad  and  indifferent.  In  every  instance 
it  is  in  actual  practice  quickly  seen  whether  it  is  good,  bad 
or  indifferent.  If  it  is  bad,  it  speedily  breaks  down  and 
becomes  a  thing  of  the  past.  If  it  is  indifferent,  it  lasts  a 
little  longer  and  then  fades  away.  That  as  a  whole  it  has 
lasted  so  long  is  all  the  proof  one  needs  that  it  is  good  rather 
than  bad  or  indifferent.  Common  sense  tells  us  a  few  things. 
It  tells  us,  for  example,  that  in  a  busy,  self-seeking  world 
like  this  men  are  not  going  to  tolerate  a  losing  proposition 
very  long.  If  they  tolerate  a  thing  for  40  years,  it  is  because 
they  cannot  find  anything  better  to  accomplish  their  purpose. 

Many  industries  of  practically  identical  character,  and 
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located  in  many  and  widely  separated  localities,  are  some- 
times brought  under  specific  or  centralized  management. 
Let  us  assume  the  case  of  a  street  railway  or  a  central 
station  in  a  community  1,000  miles  away  from  the  head- 
quarters of  the  centralized  management.  A  citizen  of  this 
community,  who  rides  on  the  street  cars  or  uses  electric 
light  in  his  house  or  his  factory,  may  say  (some  have  said), 
"The  people  who  are  managing  our  railway  and  our  central 
station  are  draining  this  community  of  its  money  and  spend- 
ing it  elsewhere."  It  may  be  natural  for  some  persons  to  talk 
this  way;  in  the  case  of  everyone  of  us  the  tongue  sometimes 
gets  in  ahead  of  the  brain.  Nothing  could  be  more  easily 
perceived  than  the  erroneousness  of  this  particular  view  of 
centralized  management. 

The  money  from  a  street  railway  comes  from  the  nickels 
and  dimes  collected  from  the  passengers.  Now  what,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  is  done  with  this  money  when  it  is  once  in 
the  treasury  of  the  company?  In  the  first  place,  more  than 
half  of  it  is  paid  out  in  wages  and  salaries,  the  larger  part 
of  which  is  spent  at  the  local  stores,  the  rest  going  per- 
haps into  some  local  savings  institution;  none  of  it  travels 
1,000  miles  to  the  headquarters  of  the  centralized  manage- 
ment. A  very  considerable  part  of  what  is  left  from  the 
company's  income  goes  to  purchase  the  necessary  supplies 
of  the  railway.  Some  of  this  may  be  spent,  and  undoubtedly 
is,  among  local  merchants  dealing  in  supplies.  But  very 
likely  most  of  it  may  go  outside  the  community.  The  neces- 
sary supplies  of  a  street  railway  are  not  made  and  sold  in 
every  town  in  the  United  States,  and  most  communities  have 
to  send  far  afield  to  secure  them.  In  the  case  in  hand,  would 
more  money  be  spent  locally  on  supplies  if  the  railway  were 
owned  and  operated  by  local  people?  The  chances  are  very 
much  against  this  being  the  case.  But  suppose  all  the  sup- 
plies could  be  bought  locally,  would  the  community  be 
better  oflF — ^would  it  have  any  reasonable  ground  for  com- 
plaint against  the  centralized  management?  The  chances 
are  very  strong  indeed  that  if  they  could  be  bought  locally 
they  would  cost  more  than  elsewhere. 

We  can  imagine  an  indignant  citizen  replying:  "Anyhow, 
it  would  be  better  for  us  to  have  that  money  circulating 
among  our  merchants  than  to  have  it  shipped  out  to  other 
parts  of  the  country."  That  raises  a  pretty  question.  Is  it 
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better  for  a  few  persons  in  the  community  to  deteriorate 
the  efficiency  of  the  street  railway  which  serves  all  the 
people  of  the  community?  Incidentally,  it  may  be  said  that 
the  local  dealers  in  supplies,  provided  there  are  any,  will 
very  likely,  in  case  they  make  more  than  enough  profit  from 
their  business  to  pay  the  expense  of  their  business  and  pay 
their  family  bills,  themselves  send  what  they  make  out  of 
the  railway  company  to  other  parts  of  the  country  to  pay 
for  investments  or  for  finery  for  their  wives  and  daughters,  or 
other  luxuries.  And  this  ignores  the  fact  that  in  any  event 
they  will  be  very  likely  to  send  a  very  large  part  of  what 
they  make  from  selling  to  the  railway  to  other  sections  in 
order  to  renew  the  supplies  which  they  have  to  carry  in 
connection  with  their  own  industries. 

Another  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  railway  must  in- 
evitably be  paid  over  to  the  local  community  in  the  form 
of  taxes.  No  more  of  this  part  will  leave  the  community 
than  would  be  the  case  if  the  railway  were  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  local  people.  Another  part  of  the  earnings  of  the 
railway  must  go  to  depreciation,  and  in  this  case  no  more 
will  be  likely  to  leave  the  community  than  if  the  railway 
were  under  local  control. 

Let  us  assume  that  part  of  the  money  necessary  to  build 
and  equip  the  railway  was  secured  by  the  sale  of  bonds. 
Part  of  the  earnings  of  the  railway  must  go  to  the  payment 
of  interest  on  these  bonds.  If  the  residents  of  the  community 
were  rich  enough  to  buy  the  bonds,  the  interest  will  of 
course  stay  at  home.  But  if  there  was  not  enough  ready 
cash  at  home  to  absorb  the  bonds  and  they  had  to  be  placed 
elsewhere  (perhaps  i,ooo  miles  away),  why  of  course  the 
interest  will  have  to  go  elsewhere  also.  The  most  exacting 
critic  cannot  complain  of  that.  If  anything  is  left  over  after 
meeting  all  these  charges,  it  is  distributed  in  the  form  of 
dividends  to  the  people  who  own  the  stock  of  the  railway. 
If  the  stock  is  owned  locally  the  money  stays  at  home.  If 
it  is  owned  abroad,  the  money  goes  abroad. 

We  have  said  nothing  about  one  other  outlet  for  the  earn- 
ings of  the  railway.  We  refer  to  the  compensation  for  the 
centralized  management,  located  i,ooo  miles  away.  We 
have  left  this  feature  for  the  last  because  the  discussion  of 
it  brings  us  down  to  the  fundamental  philosophy  of  cen- 
tralized management.  In  other  words,  it^brings  us  to  our 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Centralized  Management  395 

second  question — ^Why  is  centralized  management?  It  ought 
not  to  be  hard  for  any  intelligent  citizen  of  any  community 
whose  utilities  are  under  centralized  management  to  answer 
this  question. 

Let  us  stick  to  the  hypothetical  case  we  have  already 
been  discussing.  Why  is  the  street  railway  managed  by  an 
organization  1,000  miles  away  rather  than  by  persons  who 
have  been  in  the  past  and  now  are  thoroughly  identified 
with  the  community?  How  did  it  get  into  the  hands  or  under 
the  control  of  these  foreigners? 

This  particular  railway  is  in  this  particular  community 
on  sufferance.  It  would  not  be  there  if  the  community  had  not 
given  it  permission  to  be  there.  Why  did  it  give  it  permission  ? 
Was  it  primarily  for  its  own  health  (if  we  may  be  colloquial), 
or  was  it  for  the  health  of  the  people  who  built  and  equipped 
the  road?  And  if  the  latter  was  the  case,  why  was  it  the  case? 
Of  course  it  is  inconceivable  that  it  should  have  been  the 
case.  The  community  was  first  of  all  looking  out  for  its  own 
interests,  and  being  tainted  with  human  nature,  it  knew 
that  it  must  act  more  or  le$s  in  accordance  with  the  interests 
of  the  persons  whom  it  was  allowing  to  install  a  street  rail- 
way in  its  midst.  There  could  be  practically  no  miscon- 
ception regarding  the  interests  of  all  the  parties  involved 
in  such  a  transaction.  The  community  knew  what  it  wanted 
and  what  it  was  doing,  and  the  people  who  installed  the 
railway  knew  what  they  wanted  and  what  they  were  doing. 
And  what  was  in  the  mind  of  each  party  was  clearly  per- 
ceived and  understood  by  the  other  party. 

It  is  a  very  rare  person  who  in  industry  does  something 
for  nothing.  It  is  a  very  rare  person  who  could  aflFord  to  do 
something  for  nothing.  Everyone  is  out  to  take  as  well  as 
to  give.  That  is  a  law  of  life,  the  means  by  which  the  world 
gets  on  and  increases  its  wealth  and  creature  comforts. 
It  is,  in  fact,  a  very  foolish  person  who  would  suppose  that 
any  kind  of  management,  either  local  or  centralized,  could 
be  eflFected  in  a  community  without  pay.  Management  must 
be  paid  for.  When  the  community  pays  for  the  centralized 
management  of  the  railway  under  discussion  there  is  a  very 
strong  chance  that  much  of  the  money  will  travel  1,000 
miles  to  the  headquarters  of  the  centralized  management. 
The  only  question  is,  does  the  community  lose  more  than 
it  gains  by  tolerating  such  a  course? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


39^  Sm»c  &  M^eisttr  Jamnal 

Well,  that  leads  up  to  the  whole  question  of  the  general 
character  of  centralized  management.  But  before  discussing 
that  ^estion  specifically  one  other  aspect  of  the  situation 
should  be  mentioned.  It  sometimes  happens  that  the  persons 
1,000  miles  away  who  exercise  the  centralized  management 
buy  into  the  ownership  (and  even  buy  control)  of  the  public 
utility  and  sell  the  securities  thus  acquired  here,  there  and 
everywhere  outside  of  the  locality  where  the  property  is 
situated.  This  brings  us  to  an  interesting  point.  Why  did  they 
buy  these  securities?  Of  course  the  natural  answer  is — they 
bought  them  to  make  money.  They  would  indeed  have  been 
foolish  if  they  had  bought  them  without  that  purpose  in 
mind. 

Certainly  they  did  not  buy  them  in  order  to  lose  money. 
If  the  local  utility  company  had  been  so  financed  and  the 
road  had  been  so  economically  and  effectively  constructed, 
equipped  and  operated  that  the  return  on  the  investment 
had  been  ample  and  the  price  of  the  securities  had  mounted 
to  high  figures,  there  would  be  very  little  incentive  to  out- 
siders to  buy  into  the  property  for  the  purpose  of  making 
money.  They  could  make  more  money  elsewhere  by  invest- 
ing their  capital.  A  local  community  that  can  build,  con- 
struct and  operate  a  street  railway  with  the  efliciency  and 
profit  just  indicated  oflFers  a  minimum  inducement  for  out- 
side management.  As  a  rule,  outside  management  steps  in 
when  local  management  fails  to  accomplish  the  end  which 
it  or  the  community  had  in  mind  when  the  utility  was 
created.  If  local  capital  and  local  management  result  in  low 
efliciency  rather  than  high,  there  is  a  possible  field  for 
outside  and  centralized  management.  The  outsiders  may, 
by  reason  of  their  greater  financial  resources,  lai^r  acquain- 
tance with  all  the  conceivable  problems  of  public  utility 
operation,  larger  and  more  eflFectually  systematized  and 
scientifically  trained  research  and  operating  forces,  produce 
economies  in  operation,  in  buying  supplies,  in  obtaining 
discounts,  in  building  up  personnel,  and  may  have  facilities 
for  raising  money  for  new  and  necessary  (fevelopments  far 
in  excess  of  the  local  management. 

A  street  railway  is  of  vital  interest  to  a  community.  Any 
number  of  communities  that  have  had  them  have  in  recent 
years  had  to  give  them  up  for  want  of  ability  to  support 
them.  The  loss  has  been  keenly  felt.  At  least  centralized 
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management  is  better  than  no  management.  A  foreign^ 
owned  public  utility  is  better  than  no  public  utility  at  all, 
A  well  managed  foreign  public  utility  is  unquestionably 
better  and  more  serviceable  than  a  poorly  managed  local  one. 

The  whole  question  narrows  down  to  this.  Is  it  economi- 
cally expedient  for  a  conmiunity  to  have  centralized  man- 
agement of  its  public  utilities,  or  is  it  not?  That  is  purely  a 
question  of  fact.  In  this  case,  as  in  most  others,  the  proof 
of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating.  Any  community  with  no 
more  than  little  labor  can  figure  out  for  itself  which  for  it 
is  the  better  course.  The  fact  that  so  many  communities 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  both  populous  and  reverse,  both 
relatively  rich  and  relatively  poor,  have  consented  to  allow 
their  public  utilities  to  remain  so  many  years  under  cen- 
tralized management,  is  from  the  point  of  view  of  common 
sense  reasoning  the  best  evidence  one  could  have  of  the 
desirability  of  centralized  management. 

The  fact  that  here  and  there  people  make  cynical  allusions 
to  such  management  proves  nothing.  It  is  and  has  for 
centuries  been  characteristic  of  Anglo-Saxons  at  least  to 
growl  at  the  institutions  under  which  they  live.  But  no  race 
on  earth  is  so  slow  to  change  its  institutions.  It  is  slow  in 
building  them  up  because  it  is  prudent  and  cautious.  Inno- 
vations have  to  fight  for  the  right  of  entrance.  The  mere 
fact  that  a  foothold  is  gained  comes  near  being  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  desirability  of  the  new  thing  or  new  practice. 

Through  the  Chinks 

A  CONSTANT  reader  has  sent  us  a  few  words  which 
he  has  headed  *'Let  There  Be  Light."  He  says:  "The 
illuminating  engineers  have  just  celebrated  the  fortieth 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  electric  light.  The  advance 
in  commercial  illumination  since  the  early  eflFort  of  Edison 
is  unparalleled.  I  wonder  what  would  happen  if  an  equal 
advance  could  be  made  in  the  light  possible  to  shed  on 
sundry  things  economic  and  natural." 

We  wonder,  too.  It  may  be  that  the  mental  light  of  the 
world  has  increased  as  fast  in  the  last  40  years  as  the  physi- 
cal light,  but  if  so  most  of  us  have  not  had  eyes  capable  of 
perceiving  the  fact.  No  one  can  say  that  there  is  as  much 
contentment  in  the  world  as  there  was  in  the  early  eighties. 
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Since  then  we  have  enormously  developed  luxuries  and 
correspondingly  diminished  the  opportunity  to  save  for 
a  rainy  day.  We  are  speaking  now  of  the  average  man.  The 
fight  for  material  existence  is  harder,  notwithstanding  the 
speeding  up  of  production. 

All  the  while  science  has  been  rapidly  extending  and 
enlarging  the  fields  of  industrial  productivity.  It  may  seem 
a  curious  phenomenon,  but  perhaps  it  is  not  hard  to  explain 
it.  We  must  remember,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  great 
advances  in  science,  both  theoretical  and  applied,  have  been 
made  by  select  minds.  The  average  man  has  had  practically 
nothing  to  do  with  the  movement. 

The  average  man,  in  fact,  is  himself  a  product  of  applied 
science.  The  average  man  is  not  a  recent  achievement.  He 
was  as  much  in  evidence  in  the  stone  age  as  he  is  today. 
The  only  diflFerence  is  that  the  average  is,  in  a  certain  sense, 
higher  now  than  then.  Science  has  been  concerned,  con- 
sciously or  unconsciously,  with  bringing  up  the  average. 
The  man  who  invented  the  mariner's  compass  was  a  select 
mind,  but  that  cannot  be  said  of  all  who  since  then  have  gone 
down  to  the  sea  in  ships.  Bell  was  a  select  mind,  and  so  was 
Edison.  But  are  all  those  who  talk  business  or  gossip  over 
the  telephone?  Or  all  those  who  turn  night  into  day  with 
the  incandescent  lamp? 

Select  minds  have  labored  and  average  minds  have 
entered  into  their  labor,  to  use  a  scriptural  phrase.  That  is, 
select  minds,  whether  they  intended  it  or  not,  have  labored 
to  make  average  minds  more  comfortable.  So  far  as  creature 
comforts  are  concerned,  the  average  man  of  today  is  far 
better  oflF  than  the  average  man  of  the  stone  age.  The  aver- 
age, in  this  sense,  is  higher,  but  he  did  not  make  it  so.  He 
has  to  thank  the  select  minds  for  that. 

But  he  does  not  often  do  so.  The  average  man  is  quite 
well  satisfied  with  himself.  He  lives  in  a  warm  house  instead 
of  a  miserable  cave;  he  wears  fine  linen  instead  of  loath- 
some animal  fur;  he  eats  wheat  bread  instead  of  viands  on 
which  it  is  better  not  to  let  the  imagination  dwell;  he  makes 
the  night  gala  instead  of  slinking  to  a  bed  of  rushes  at  sun- 
down; he  travels  far  afield  in  quest  of  wealth  or  pleasure 
instead  of  roaming  a  few  miles  with  primitive  implements 
in  search  of  a  precarious  subsistence.  His  present  mode  of 
existence  is  as  far  removed  from  his  primitive  mode  as  the 
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South  Pole  is  from  the  North.  Yet  he  gives  scant  thanks  to 
those  who  have  made  this  possible. 

Think  of  the  less  obvious,  but  highly  important,  ways  in 
which  the  average  man  has  been  benefited  by  select  minds. 
Recall  Sir  Thomas  Gresham,  who  promulgated  Gresham's 
law.  How  much  does  the  average  man  know  about  Gresham's 
law,  anyhow.  That  law  says  that  a  bad  currency  will  drive 
a  good  currency  out  of  circulation.  This  is  mostly  Greek 
to  the  average  man,  yet  it  is  vital  to  his  comfort.  To  ascer- 
tain this  fact  one  need  only  look  at  Russia,  Austria  and 
Germany.  Depreciated  currencies  have  wrought  untold 
misery  to  mankind. 

Even  foolish  and  degenerate  persons  are  indebted  to 
wise  minds  for  the  means  of  perpetuating  their  mischief. 
Europe  and  America  are  plastered  today  with  Red  litera- 
ture. This  would  not  be  possible  except  for  the  wise  minds 
that  discovered  and  perfected  the  art  of  printing.  Soviet 
propaganda  is  sustained  by  the  wealth  created  and  stored 
away  by  intelligent  minds  employed  in  productive  industry, 
but  lately  sequestrated  by  revolutionists  intent  on  destroy- 
ing what  these  intelligent  minds  created. 

When  revolutionists  loot  banks  and  public  treasuries 
they  have  no  time  and  no  desire  to  recall  that  if  those  who 
went  before  them  had  been  like  themselves,  there  would  be  no 
banks  and  treasuries  to  loot.  What  a  gruesome  exhibition 
of  humor  we  have  when  a  Red  in  this  country  buys  a  bill 
of  exchange  to  help  the  Reds  of  Europe  tear  civilization 
to  pieces.  He  is  employing  one  of  the  finest  and  most  deli- 
cate products  of  civilization  without  the  slightest  conscious- 
ness of  the  ludicrous  paradox  in  which  he  is  involved. 

Wise  minds  create  things  for  the  average  man  to  use  and 
enjoy.  But  the  average  man  thinks  he  makes  them  himself. 
This  one  says,  "Could  these  things  be  made  if  I  did  not 
help  run  the  machinery  in  the  mill?"  And  that  one  says, 
"Could  they  be  made  if  I  did  not  keep  the  books  in  the 
counting  room."  And  the  other  one  says,  "How  could  any 
use  be  made  of  these  things  if  I  did  not  sell  them  on  the 
road  or  over  the  counter?"  These  are  all  pertinent  questions. 
But  the  most  pertinent  thing  is  that  these  various  average 
men  would  be  doing  none  of  these  things  if  select  minds 
had  not  previously  invented  or  devised  the  things  they 
make  and  keep  account  of  and  sell,  as  well  as  all  the  physi- 
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cal  and  mental  machinery  necessary  to  the  making,  account- 
ing and  selling. 

Let  there  be  light!  Edison  supplied  the  world  with  a 
light  in  the  use  of  which  it  is  rejoicing.  He  did  it  by  applying 
the  ideas  of  a  select  mind  to  ordinary  materials.  If  you  look 
at  an  incandescent  lamp,  what  do  you  sec?  Why,  some 
metal  and  glass.  With  these  things  you  get  light,  but  not 
without  certain  other  things.  You  must  have  a  copper  wire 
that  connects  you  with  a  generating  plant  full  of  machin- 
ery. Thoughtless  persons  would  say  that  the  machinery 
creates  electricity,  and  that  this  travels  over  the  copper 
wire  to  the  lamp — hence,  the  light.  But  the  machinery  does 
not  create  electricity.  Nothing  new  was  ever  created  since 
the  universe  was  set  spinning  in  space.  You  might  just  as 
well  say  that  you  create  water  when  you  pipe  your  house. 
There  is  no  more  or  no  less  electricity  afloat  than  there  ever 
was.  Nature  has  dispensed  electricity  with  a  liberal  hand 
from  the  beginning  of  time.  She  would  have  dispensed  it 
just  as  freely  a  million  years  ago  by  means  of  metal,  glass, 
copper  wire  and  machinery  as  she  does  today.  The  metal 
and  the  ingredients  of  the  glass,  copper  wire  and  machinery 
were  here  then  as  plentifully  as  they  are  now.  Yet  the  in- 
candescent lamp  is  only  40  years  old. 

Why  this  delay?  Simply  because  the  select  mind  was  not 
here.  There  is  a  way  for  doing  everything,  but  it  takes  a 
select  mind  to  discover  the  way.  From  the  beginning  of 
time  men  have  eaten  when  hungry  (provided  there  was 
anything  at  hand  that  was  eatable),  slept  when  overcome 
by  fatigue,  and  sought  shelter  from  the  elements  when  a 
natural  shelter  was  accessible.  But  beyond  instinctively 
taking  care  of  himself  in  these  few  absolutely  essential 
particulars,  the  average  man  has  done  very  little  for  him- 
self except  as  taught,  instigated  and  inspired  by  select 
minds. 

^^The  soul's  dark  cottage,  batter 'd  and  decayed. 
Lets  in  new  light  through  chinks  that  Time  has  made." 

Time,  or  experience  (which  is  the  only  way  we  have  of 
noting  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  time),  has  throughout 
the  ages  provided  certain  chinks  through  which  rays  of 
light  have  penetrated  the  darkened  intellect  of  humanity. 
In  other  words  time  has  used  select  minds.  They  are  the 
chinks  of  humanity. 
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The  average  man  prides  himself  on  his  light.  But  such 
as  he  has  is  for  the  most  part  borrowed  light;  he  shines  by 
reflection.  Select  minds  have  caught  a  certain  measure  of 
light  and  he  basks  in  its  mild  glow.  When  the  average  man 
penetrates  his  mind  for  light  that  is  native  to  himself  and 
not  borrowed  (and  he  is  fond  of  doing  this),  he  enters  a  dim 
twilight  zone  in  which  he  gropes  about,  in  imminent  peril  of 
life  or  limb. 

This  is  the  day  of  the  average  man.  He  is  flattered  in  the 
pulpit  and  on  the  political  platform,  in  legislature  and 
Congress,  and  in  the  public  press.  Presidents  and  governors 
and  public  officials  generally  keep  their  ears  to  the  ground 
to  catch  the  mandates  of  the  average  man.  All  this  is  cal- 
culated to  turn  the  head  of  the  average  man  and  to  give  him 
an  undue  sense  of  his  capacity  to  regulate  the  aflfairs  of  this 
very  troublesome  world. 

This  is  the  case  here,  there  and  everywhere.  The  average 
man  is  feeling  his  oats.  It  is  a  wise  merchant  that  stands  in 
with  his  customers.  Now,  the  average  man  is  the  customer 
of  everyone  who  desires  to  mount  to  fame  or  wealth  on  the 
shoulders  of  his  fellows.  He  should  be  on  his  guard  against 
those  who  flatter  him.  An  American  millionaire  once  in- 
cautiously explained,  "The  public  be  damned,"  and  an 
indignant  press  never  allowed  him  to  forget  the  episode. 
But  what  he  so  frankly  said  is  no  more  than  what  many 
who  court  the  favor  of  the  average  man  discreetly  veil. 

The  average  man  should  guard  against  becoming  a  dupe. 
Lately  the  world  has  been  in  process  of  sending  kings  and 
emperors  to  the  scrap  heap.  But  democracy  is  not  lessening 
the  chances  of  the  average  man  being  duped.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  it  is  increasing  them — ^necessarily,  for  the  greater 
the  number  of  self-seekers  competing  for  your  favor,  the 
greater  the  amount  of  lip  service  you  will  receive. 

The  average  man  never  has  stood  on  his  own  feet  and 
very  likely  never  will.  Let  us  analyze  the  term  "average 
man.''  A  man  is  a  man  and  not  a  god.  He  is  not  omnipotent, 
onmiscient,  or  omnipresent.  He  is  just  a  grain  of  dust 
impregnated  with  an  unknown  something  that  diflFerentiates 
him  from  the  beasts  that  perish — knowing  not  whence  he 
came,  whither  he  goes,  or  why  he  is  here. 

The  word  "average"  implies  high,  low  and  middle.  You 
cannot  have  an  average  unless  you  have  both  a  high  and 
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a  low.  So  then,  you  cannot  have  an  average  man  without 
having  a  man  that  is  above  the  average  and  another  that  is 
below.  The  average  man  is  the  middle  ground  between  the 
wise  man  and  the  fool. 

The  average  man  has  no  use  for  the  fool — that  is,  when  he 
is  able  to  see  that  he  is  a  fool.  But  many  fools  (and  this  is 
equally  true  of  all  knaves,  who  are  but  sublimated  types  of 
the  fool,  and  who  daze  us  by  the  sheer  audacity  of  their 
folly),  have  a  low  animal  cunning  which  often  deceives  us, 
and  by  means  of  which  they  capture  the  ear  of  the  average 
man. 

Despite  all  perverting  influences,  the  average  man  in- 
stinctively (if  not  mentally)  prefers  the  guidance  of  the 
wise  mind  to  that  of  his  own.  But  he  seems  increasingly 
unable  to  recognize  the  wise  mind  when  he  sees  it.  This  is 
because  of  the  fools  and  knaves  who  manage  to  get  his  ear. 
The  fools  dispense  their  folly  so  ingenuously  and  the  knaves 
their  knavery  so  insidiously  that  the  average  man  finds  it 
hard  to  retain  his  sense  of  values.  He  is  more  and  more  in 
danger  of  rating  the  fools  wise  and  the  knaves  honest.  The 
fools  and  knaves,  in  short,  are  giving  the  wise  a  harder  and 
harder  run. 

Humanity  has  been  undergoing  a  change  comparable 
to  that  witnessed  in  the  mechanical  arts.  Everything  is  now 
mill  work.  Everything  tends  to  standardization,  including 
the  mind  of  man.  Select  minds  are,  so  to  speak,  hand  made, 
and  like  most  hand  made  things  are  practically  classed  as 
antiquities.  "Back  numbers"  they  are  beginning  to  be 
called. 

What  is  it,  after  all,  that  distinguishes  the  select  mind 
from  the  average  mind  ?  We  should  be  glad  if  we  never  had  to 
answer  a  harder  question.  There  are  two  things:  first, 
clearer  or  better  trained  power  of  observation,  and,  second, 
greater  honesty  in  forming  judgments  from  the  facts  of 
observation.  The  ability  to  see  straight  and  think  honestly 
is  all  that  separates  the  wise  man  from  the  average  man,  or 
from  the  fool. 

The  average  man  may  say,  "I  may  be  blind,  but  I  am  not 
dishonest."  Yet  how  many  there  are  who  willingly  or  wil- 
fully blind  themselves.  The  old  saw,  "Where  ignorance  is 
bliss,  'tis  folly  to  be  wise,"  did  not  spring  out  of  nothing. 
The  man  who  first  uttered  it  was  a  shrewd  observer  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Through  the  Chinks  403 


human  nature.  There  are  a  great  many  things  that  most  of 
us  do  not  know  (though  we  easily  might),  for  the  simple 
reason  that  knowledge  would  impose  exacting  burdens  upon 
us  which  we  desire  to  escape.  We  lay  no  claim  to  immacu- 
late virtue,  but  we  have  no  hesitation  in  stamping  that 
rank  dishonesty. 

The  average  man  did  not  frame  the  common  law.  That  is 
the  product  of  select  minds.  Yet  it  is  an  old  maxim  and 
universally  accepted  by  the  average  man  that  "ignorance  of 
the  law  excuses  no  man."  The  police  regulation  of  every 
nation  is  based  on  that  principle.  But  there  are  other  laws 
than  those  involved  in  police  regulation.  There  are,  for 
example,  the  laws  of  physics  and  chemistry,  ignorance  of 
which  does  not  excuse  a  man.  You  should  not  open  a  can 
of  nitroglycerin  with  a  pickaxe.  Many  a  miner  has  done  it, 
however,  and  no  one  has  ever  attempted  to  extenuate  his 
conduct  on  the  groimd  of  ignorance.  The  miner  who  does 
such  a  thing  is  less  than  the  average  man — ^he  is  a  fool. 
The  average  man  has  had  it  ingrained  into  him  by  select 
minds  that  he  must  not  tamper  with  nitroglycerin. 

Again,  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  health  excuses  no  man. 
Each  of  us,  by  devoting  some  study  to  his  constitution  and 
by  heeding  those  scientists  who  have  made  it  their  life  work 
to  study  exhaustively  the  human  constitution,  can  meas- 
urably guard  against  disease  and  physical  deterioration. 
Many,  however,  through  indifference,  laziness  or  fool- 
hardiness,  remain  ignorant.  Their  ignorance  does  not  excuse 
them.  They  may  be  regarded  as  criminally  negligent. 

There  are  whole  fields  of  knowledge  regarding  which  the 
average  man,  provided  he  would  consent  to  give  the  slightest 
consideration  to  such  fields,  would  say,  "These  things  are 
not  for  me.  As  regards  such  matters,  I  prefer  to  go  it  hit  or 
miss."  Previously,  he  would  say,  "These  things  are  not  for 
me.  I  will  be  governed  by  those  whose  business  it  is  to  know 
about  them."  He  might  be  ignorant  of  the  laws  governing 
these  things,  but  he  could  extenuate  his  ignorance  by  follow- 
ing the  instructions  of  those  who  did  know. 

But  of  late  he  has  begun  to  lend  a  loose  ear  to  the  select 
minds.  He  has  begun,  in  short,  to  formulate  for  himself  the 
principles  on  which  political,  economic,  sociological  and 
other  vitally  important  affairs  of  life  should  be  based,  and 
he  is  doing  this  in  response  to  his  own  inward  promptings. 
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without  adequate  observation  of  the  facts  of  experience  and 
without  adequate  mental  honesty  in  the  use  of  such  facts  of 
experience  as  he  may  possess.  The  chinks  which  time  has 
made  in  order  to  let  light  into  his  mind  are  being  plugged  up. 
The  average  man  is  now  generating  his  own  light.  "If, 
therefore,  the  light  that  is  in  you  be  darkness,  how  great 
is  the  darkness?" 

By  what  may  seem  a  strange  paradox,  the  wisest  have 
always  been  meek.  Moses,  the  greatest  law  giver  of  the  ages, 
has  been  termed  the  meekest  of  men.  Socrates  knew  that 
his  ignorance  vastly  exceeded  his  knowledge.  Meekness, 
in  the  real  sense,  was  a  characteristic  of  King  Alfred,  one 
of  the  wisest  of  Anglo-Saxon  law  givers;  of  Washington, 
whom  we  have  fondly  regarded  as  the  father  of  his  country; 
of  Lincoln,  whom  we  still  hail  as  the  savior  of  the  Republic, 
and  of  countless  others  renowned  for  their  achievements  in 
law,  science  and  other  beneficent  and  upbuilding  activities. 

The  average  man,  however,  is  losing  his  meekness,  if  he 
ever  possessed  any. 
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What  the  Budget  System  Has  Done* 
By  Eliot  Wadsworth 

AMERICANS  instinctively  understand  a  business  prob- 
lem whether  applied  to  an  individual,  a  corporation  or  a 
nation,  and  know  that  spending  more  than  your  income  can 
only  mean  one  thing  in  the  end,  that  is,  bankruptcy. 

With  our  huge  debt  and  high  taxes,  the  people  are  forced 
to  think  more  than  ever  before  of  how  their  Government 
is  being  managed.  I  believe  they  want  and  will  support 
good  business  management  and  will  drive  from  office  those 
who,  from  lack  of  ability  or  desire,  are  responsible  for  bad 
management.  More  business  in  Government  is  not  just  a 
slogan.  It  is  recognized  by  executive  officers  as  a  vital  neces- 
sity for  the  good  of  the  Government  itself,  and  the  good  of 
the  officers  as  well.  An  evidence  of  this  need  is  the  budget 
habit  which  has  taken  hold  strongly  in  American  public 
opinion.  Those  three  figures  which  a  budget  clearly  pro- 
duces, namely,  income,  expenses  and  the  balance,  be  it 
deficit  or  surplus,  can  be  understood  by  everyone,  for  each 
individual  has  the  same  problem. 

We  all  think  today  of  deficits  or  surpluses  in  the  financial 
accounts  of  nations,  states  and  cities.  It  is  a  tremendous 
advance  in  the  development  of  an  intelligent  representative 
government.  The  clear  cut  figures  of  a  budget  allow  the 
voter  to  check  up  an  administration  in  a  way  that  can  not 
be  camouflaged.  There  are  many  other  factors  that  go  to 
make  up  the  record  and  tend  to  form  public  opinion  as  to 
whether  that  record  is  good  or  bad,  but  in  the  long  run,  the 
financial  results  will  always  be  taken  into  account  by  the 
voters,  for  after  all  the  treasuries  of  the  United  States,  the 
states  and  cities  are  simply  joint  purses  to  which  we  all 
contribute.  That  the  money  in  these  purses  is  used  wisely 
and  in  moderation  is  a  matter  of  personal  interest  to  every 
citizen. 

One  of  the  most  striking  achievements  of  this  administra- 
tion is  the  rapid  and  thorough  installation  of  a  budget 
system.  A  crisis  developed  in  our  Federal  purse,  and,  as 
usual,  American  ingenuity  is  meeting  that- crisis.  By  that 

*Speech  of  Eliot  Wadsworth,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  annual 
banquet  of  Chamber  of  G>mmerce,  Maiden,  Mass.,  October  i8,  1922.  Mr.  Wads- 
worth was  formerly  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Stone  &  Webster. 
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good  fortune  for  which  this  country  is  famous,  it  so  hap- 
pened that  the  new  Republican  Congress,  almost  as  soon 
as  was  convenient  in  the  spring  of  192 1,  ended  the  years  of 
discussion  about  a  budget  by  enacting  a  budget  law  which 
has  teeth  and  gets  results.  President  Harding,  looking  for  a 
pinch-hitter  to  install  the  budget,  put  in  General  Dawes. 
The  tremendous  importance  of  these  events  and  the  results 
which  followed,  can  be  fully  understood  only  by  those  who 
have  been  in  close  touch  with  the  situation. 

In  1 92 1,  there  was  spent  out  of  Uncle  Sam*s  purse  5>^ 
billion  dollars  and  our  income  was  enough  to  pay  the  bills. 

When  the  figures  for  1922  were  assembled  in  the  budget 
office,  expenditures  were  figured  at  ^yi  billion,  with  an 
income  many  hundred  millions  less.  In  those  figures  was 
our  danger  signal.  Preparing  them  was  the  first  service  of 
our  new  budget,  and  the  second  service  an  insistent  call 
for  action. 

The  entire  executive  staff,  from  the  President  to  the  small- 
est bureau  chief,  attended  a  meeting  where  the  facts  were 
presented.  Everyone  went  to  work  cutting  costs  with  the 
result  that,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1922,  actual  expenses 
were  seven  hundred  million  dollars  less  than  the  original 
estimates  and  the  Government  showed  a  surplus  instead  of 
what  threatened  to  be  a  large  deficit. 

Now  in  the  current  year  ending  next  June,  expenditures 
are  estimated  at  jf^  billion  dollars.  The  expected  income  is 
again  far  short.  Once  more  executive  offices  and  the  budget 
bureau  are  cutting  costs  right  and  left,  but  unless  new  taxes 
are  created  or  a  great  improvement  in  business  makes 
present  taxes  more  productive,  we  face  a  deficit  in  spite  of 
everything  that  can  be  done. 

Already  the  budget  bureau  has  in  hand  the  figures  for  the 
year  beginning  next  July.  When  the  appropriation  bills  go 
to  Congress  in  December,  it  will  be  clearly  shown  that  an- 
other deficit  is  in  sight  and  Congress  will  act  with  that 
knowledge. 

This  is  the  crisis  in  our  Federal  purse  and  I  wish  emphati- 
cally to  point  out  that  it  is  the  budget  which  has  warned  us 
of  the  rocks  ahead  and  just  how  dangerous  our  position  is. 
Without  a  budget,  no  human  being  could  have  guessed  in 
advance  what  our  income  and  expense  account  would  look 
like  a  year  and  a  half  ahead. 
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For  the  immediate  success  of  this  new  and  indispensable 
arm  of  the  Government,  this  yard  stick  which  will  impartially 
measure  our  yearly  operations,  the  President  must  be  given 
full  credit.  He  has  backed  its  operation  with  every  ounce  of 
his  power  and  brought  about  a  new  standard  in  the  manage- 
ment of  Government  business  from  which  the  taxpayers  will 
benefit  as  long  as  the  United  States  exists. 

A  Business  Organization 

To  reduce  expenses,  the  Administration  has  done  more 
than  simply  seek  economy  by  cutting  down  activities. 
Greater  efficiency  in  operation  and  better  results  for  money 
spent  have  saved  millions  wthout  sacrificing  service. 

There  is  now  in  Washington  a  business  organization  for  the 
Government.  The  President  calls  it  together  twice  a  year.  It 
is  unique  in  Government  management  and  has  served  an 
extraordinary  purpose.  Every  bureau  chief  in  every  depart- 
ment comes  to  those  meetings  and  hears  from  the  President 
himself  of  the  financial  situation — just  such  a  plan  as  is 
being  adopted  by  big  business  concerns  who  hold  meetings  of 
their  operating  staffs.  Last  July,  the  President  at  a  meeting  of 
this  organization  said,  "I  may  say  frankly  to  you  that  I  will 
not  send  to  Congress  estimates  exceeding  the  probable 
receipts  of  the  Government,  and  I  must  warn  you  that,  un- 
less you  use  your  pruning  knives,  the  executive  will  be 
compelled  to  cut  deeply  the  estimates  presented."  That  is 
business,  and  the  President  means  every  word  of  it.  He  has 
convinced  the  operating  departments  of  that  fact,  not  only 
by  word  but  by  action. 

In  the  drive  for  efficiency  and  economy,  methods  and 
customs  as  old  as  theGovemment  itself  have  been  thrown  into 
the  discard.  Here  are  a  few  of  the  steps  taken  to  show  how  we 
are  getting  results. 

In  the  Treasury  alone,  it  was  found  that  over  20  offices 
were  buying  supplies.  In  the  very  near  future,  only  one  office 
will  do  all  the  buying  for  the  Treasury.  It  will  be  managed  by 
experts  who  do  nothing  but  purchase.  It  will  standardize 
supplies,  buy  in  large  quantities,  pay  promptly  in  order  to 
get  cash  discounts.  In  short,  it  will  be  businesslike. 

In  the  Treasury,  there  were  a  dozen  or  more  little  stock 
rooms,  each  keeping  its  own  shelves  filled,  each  with  a  set  of 
records  more  or  less  efficient.  Shortly,  there  will  be  one 
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general  stock  room  with  an  up^to-date  system  of  stock 
keeping. 

In  the  past,  one  department  might  be  selling  a  surplus  of 
material  at  sacrifice  prices  while  another  was  buying  the  same 
material  at  market  prices.  This  has  been  stopped.  No 
purchase  is  now  made  without  applying  first  to  a  central 
office  which  keeps  a  record  of  all  surplus  material  available 
anywhere. 

The  Government's  annual  storage  and  rental  bills  run  into 
millions.  In  the  same  city  Government-owned  space  con- 
trolled by  one  department  might  stand  empty  while  another 
department  paid  good  money  for  rental  space.  This  has  been 
done  away  with  by  establishing  a  Federal  real  estate  board. 
As  one  example  of  the  result,  scattered  Government  activities 
in  Chicago  were  moved  into  Government  buildings,  permit- 
ting the  cancellation  of  leases  costing  $200,000  annually. 

The  Government's  transportation  bill  runs  as  high  as 
80  million  dollars  a  year,  exclusive  of  the  Post  Office.  A 
Federal  Traffic  Board  has  been  created  which  studies  the 
routings  and  nature  of  shipments  in  the  interest  of  efficiency 
and  cost. 

In  the  entire  history  of  this  Government,  there  has  never 
been  such  an  improvement  in  routine  op)eration  as  has  been 
brought  about  in  the  last  18  months  by  the  executive  acuon 
of  President  Harding.  We  are  getting  towards  the  kind  of 
operation  which  is  generally  exp)ected  of  any  large  business 
organization. 

This  is  only  a  brief,  inadequate  and  incomplete  outline  of 
accomplishment,  but  it  represents  a  great  and  intense  effort 
to  get  the  facts,  to  lay  out  new  plans  and  put  them  into 
acrion,  in  spite  of  the  inertia  of  long  established  methods  and 
customs. 

Going  from  active  business  into  Government  service,  I  had 
expected  to  find  a  calm  and  rather  dusty  atmosphere.  That 
may  have  been  the  atmosphere  before  March  4, 1921,  and  no 
doubt  there  was  some  dust  on  the  machinery  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  can  only  say  as  to  present  conditions  that  it  is  hard 
to  find  the  calm  and  that,  while  there  may  be  dust  in  Wash- 
ington, it  is  the  dust  that  is  made  to  fly  by  an  active  and 
strenuous  reorganization.  There  is  much  yet  to  do,  but  at 
least  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  lot  accomplished 
and  behind  us. 
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I  doubt  if  any  group  of  business  men  ever  worked  harder 
in  their  determination  to  get  results  than  President  Harding 
and  his  executive  officers.  The  President  has  not  left  Washing- 
ton for  more  than  a  few  days  at  a  time  since  he  took  office. 
He  has  stuck  to  his  desk  through  two  hot  summers  and  never 
let  up  in  his  drive  for  economy  and  efficiency.  The  American 
people  could  look  a  long  while  without  finding  a  more  devoted 
and  hard  working  group  of  public  servants  to  whose  hands 
they  could  entrust  the  business  management  of  their  affairs. 
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A  Family  Ramble  in  France  and 

Switzerland 
By  H.  L.  Rogers 

THIS  is  not  going  to  be  a  dissertation  on  political, 
financial  or  sociological  matters.  It  is  merely  some 
casual  notes  on  a  more  or  less  casual  vacation  trip. 

We,  meaning  Mrs.  Rogers  and  myself,  our  five  children, 
from  six  to  fifteen  years  old,  Madame  C —  and  her  small 
boy,  landed  in  Cherbourg  early  in  June  without  any  plans 
except  our  passage  home  and  an  idea  that  we  wanted  to  look 
at  Houlgate,  a  little  town  on  the  Channel  not  far  from 
Trouville. 

On  looking  up  trains  to  Houlgate,  we  got  our  first  taste  of 
the  difficulty  of  going  anywhere  except  to  Paris.  "All  roads 
lead  to  Paris"  and  connections  for  a  trip  across  these  radial 
lines  are  never  considered.  We  discovered,  however,  a  big 
limousine  that  had  brought  a  party  up  from  Paris  to  sail  for 
New  York  and  was  returning  the  next  day.  So  we  chartered 
him  and  had  an  exceedingly  interesting  drive  of  four  or  five 
hours  through  a  succession  of  farms  and  charming  little 
Normandy  villages. 

Houlgate  proved  to  be  a  very  satisfactory  sort  of  a  place. 
In  its  physical  characteristics  it  is  a  good  deal  like  Trouville, 
but  the  demi-monde  element  is  entirely  lacking  and  it  is  a 
perfectly  quiet,  well  behaved  family  resort.  The  beach,  of 
course,  is  the  feature  of  the  town.  At  high  tide  the  water 
comes  up  to  a  long  concrete  dike  surmounted  by  a  broad 
promenade  which  is  backed  by  a  string  of  more  or  less 
hideous  villas,  but  at  low  tide  it  is  over  a  mile  from  the  dike 
to  the  water  line,  this  mile  being  of  firm,  clean  sand  with 
occasional  shallow  pools  and  lagoons. 

As  soon  as  the  falling  tide  uncovers  ten  or  fifteen  feet 
of  beach,  there  springs  up  a  row  of  beach  parasols  and  tents, 
and  the  children  begin  to  appear  from  everywhere.  They 
come  in  hordes  and  are  as  sturdy,  independent  and  well  be- 
haved a  lot  as  can  be  found  anywhere.  As  to  clothes,  they  are 
very  sketchy.  They  wear  one-piece  beach  suits  which  are 
little  more  than  bathing  suits  and  choose  the  most  vivid 
colors  in  the  paint  box.  They  dig  forts  and  build  castles,  chase 
shrimp  in  the  shallow  pools  with  the  curious  net  of  the 
country,  sail  boats  and  get  thoroughly  wet  and  dirty  and 
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comfortable.  The  grown-ups  are  not  much  more  formal, 
either  in  costume  or  in  behavior. 

We  established  the  little  ones  here  with  Madame  C —  and 
took  the  older  ones  to  Paris  for  three  weeks  of  mad  sight- 
seeing. It  is  hard  to  see  any  difference  between  Paris  today 
and  Paris  before  the  war.  It  has  the  same  feeling  of  spacious- 
ness, order  and  an  easy  going  people.  There  are  just  as  many 
expensive  looking  jewelry  shops  on  the  Rue  de  la  Paix  as 
there  ever  were,  the  hotels  seemed  to  be  comfortably  filled, 
and  the  theatres  and  the  opera  were  doing  a  good  business. 
At  the  fashionable  resorts,  like  the  Cafe  de  Madrid  and  Pre 
Catalan,  the  display  of  furs  and  jewels  was  magnificent. 
There  seemed  to  be  some  tendency  to  conserve  dress  goods 
because  after  furs  and  jewels  were  removed  there  was  very 
little  left.  Pre  Catalan,  by  the  way,  holds  the  world's  record 
in  the  gentle  indoor  sport  of  extracting  tips  from  reluctant 
customers. 

We  saw  all  the  usual  things  and  a  few  unusual  sights,  in- 
cluding the  annual  steeple  chase  championship  at  Auteuil 
and  an  exhibition  of  military  and  trick  horsemanship  by  the 
famous  cavalry  school  of  Saumur.  This  was  particularly 
thrilling.  After  this  junket  we  went  back  to  Houlgate  and 
settled  down  for  a  quiet  month  all  together. 

We  found  excellent  horses  and  spent  a  good  deal  of  time 
riding  on  the  beach.  Twenty  miles  east  was  Trouville,  ten 
miles  west  was  Cabourg,  and  all  the  beach  between  was  ours. 

One  afternoon  at  low  water  we  saw  an  unusual  crowd  way 
out  on  the  beach,  with  more  crowds  on  the  way,  so  we  joined 
the  procession  to  see  what  the  excitement  was.  We  found 
them  hunting  a  little  fish  that  comes  inshore  for  two  or 
three  days  each  month  at  a  certain  phase  of  the  moon.  The 
fish  is  very  much  like  a  smelt  and  hunts  in  the  sand  just  be- 
low the  water  level,  so  the  game  was  to  get  close  to  the  water 
and  dig  up  the  top  five  or  six  inches  of  sand,  throwing  the 
fish  out.  If  they  happened  to  land  on  dry  sand  they  could  be 
picked  up  easily,  but  if  they  landed  on  sand  covered  with  a 
little  water  they  were  gone  in  a  flash.  A  whole  family  would 
hunt  together.  Mother  might  have  a  trowel  and  father  might 
have  a  spading  fork.  They  turned  up  the  sand  and  all  the 
children  leaped  for  the  fish  as  they  were  thrown  up.  The 
whole  town  was  there  with  every  conceivable  kind  of  a  dig- 
ging utensil  and  every  conceivable  kind  of  a  receptacle  to 
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hold  the  fish,  from  teapots  to  bushel  baskets.  Everybody 
shrieked  and  howled  as  the  children  grabbed  for  the  fish  and 
the  excitement  was  so  intense  that  dinner  was  forgotten  and 
the  hunt  kept  on  until  dark,  which  was  about  ten  o'clock. 

After  this  rest  we  took  the  three  older  children  for  a  motor 
trip  down  through  Orleans  and  the  chateau  country.  The 
chateaux  are  so  well  known  that  not  much  remains  to  be 
said  about  them,  so  I  am  merely  putting  in  two  or  three 
pictures  to  prove  that  I  went  there. 

I  was  very  much  interested  in  the  cave  houses  which  are  so 
numerous  in  the  country  south  of  Tours  and  which  I  had 
never  seen  described.  The  roads  generally  run  through 
ancient  river  valleys,  bounded  by  cliffs  of  chalk  or  soft  lime- 
stone from  twelve  or  fifteen  to  fifty  or  sixty  feet  high.  This 
material  is  used  for  building  stone  in  a  large  part  of  France. 
It  can  be  cut  with  a  saw  and  dressed  with  a  plane,  but  it 
stands  without  timbering  and  apparently  it  is  cheaper  to  dig 
holes  in  it  than  it  is  to  build  any  other  kind  of  a  house.  The 
Editor  tells  me  there  were  troglodytes  in  France  in  prehistoric 
times,  but  most  of  these  houses  date  from  the  Huguenot 
days  when  the  Protestants,  to  avoid  periodical  slaughters, 
left  the  towns  and  started  little  colonies  of  cave  houses  in 
these  valleys. 

The  caves  are  of  infinite  variety,  from  a, roughly  rounded 
hole  with  an  approximately  flat  floor  to  store  farm  wagons 
and  tools,  to  a  two  story,  four  or  five  room  house. 

In  these  larger  houses  a  full  size  cave  is  first  dug  and  then 
the  front  is  filled  in  with  some  of  the  excavated  stone  and 
neatly  plastered  up.  It  is  not  at  all  unusual  to  see  a  wheat  field 
on  top  of  one  of  these  low  cliffs  and  a  long  row  of  chimneys  in 
the  wheat  coming  up  from  the  houses  below.  The  double 
deckers  give  an  opportunity  for  the  greatest  ingenuity  in 
planning  stairways  and  little  terraces  for  the  upper  deck. 

This  same  easy  working  rock  enabled  the  builders  of  the 
old  fortified  chateaux,  Chinon,  Montrichard  and  Loche  to 
sink  shafts  and  then  run  tunnels  out  two  and  three  miles  into 
the  country  for  secret  entrances  for  messengers  and  foraging 
parties. 

Another  motor  excursion  was  to  that  part  of  the  battle 
front  between  Rheims  and  Verdun.  I  made  this  trip  two 
years  ago  and  was  amazed  this  time  to  see  how  much  work 
had  been  done  in  re-establishing  roads,  fields  and  villages. 
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The  cleaning-up  process  is  still  going  on  and  every  day  at 
11.30  and  at  4.30  a  series  of  explosions  is  heard  where  the 
clean-up  parties  are  destroying  piles  of  '*duds"  and  hand 
grenades. 

Hill  108,  about  which  so  much  was  written  in  the  war 
news,  was  one  of  the  impressive  sights.  It  changed  hands  a 
number  of  times  and  mining  and  countermining  operations 
were  going  on  continually.  The  sub-soil  is  of  the  same  chalk 
and  today  that  upturned  sub-soil  is  absolutely  bare  of  any 
kind  of  vegetation.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  level  the 
enormous  mine  craters,  and  I  believe  the  hill  is  to  stay  as  it  is 
as  a  show  place.  The  pictures  give  only  a  faint  idea  of  the 
size  and  depth  of  one  of  these  craters. 

Verdun,  and  particularly  Fort  Vaux,  was  tremendously 
impressive.  The  valleys  back  of  the  Fort  are  lined  on  both 
sides  with  dugouts  built  of  every  conceivable  material.  The 
fields  still  show  the  tremendous  shelling  to  which  they  were 
subjected  and  the  soldiers  who  take  parties  through  the 
subterranean  passages  of  the  Fort  paint  the  picture  of  the 
fighting  in  these  passages  in  very  strong  colors.  We  were  told 
that  the  French  Commander  of  Vaux  and  the  Belgian  Com- 
mander of  Liege  were  the  only  two  prisoners  to  whom 
Germany  gave  full  honors  of  war. 

After  a  few  more  days  in  Paris  we  started  on  a  two  weeks' 
trip  through  Switzerland,  through  Chamonix  to  Zermatt,- 
Interlaken,  Lucerne,  Bern  and  Basel.  On  this  trip  I  was 
struck  by  the  number  and  variety  of  the  funicular  railroads 
and  the  railroad  engineers'  contempt  for  grades.  Cable  roads 
and  rack  roads  climbed  up  out  of  the  valleys  in  all  directions 
and  up  every  hill.  The  most  remarkable  of  these  is  the  Jung 
Frau  Bahn,  a  rack  road  with  electric  locomotives.  It  starts  at 
Lauterbrunnen  at  elevation  2,615  ^^^  climbs  out  of  the 
valley  and  over  the  mountains  among  rocks  and  glaciers  to 
elevation  7,620.  Here  it  plunges  into  the  bulk  of  the  Jung 
Frau  range  and  climbs  up  another  4,000  feet  in  a  five  mile 
tunnel  inside  the  mountain,  the  grade  in  places  being  25  per 
cent.  At  two  places  the  tunnel  comes  near  the  surface  of  the 
mountain  and  here  great  stations  are  excavated  connecting 
with  long  observation  galleries  just  back  of  the  face  of  the 
clifF.  Great  windows  open  out  of  this  gallery  from  which  the 
view  of  the  valleys  and  glaciers  is  like  an  aeroplane  photo- 
graph. Its  present  terminus  is  inside  the  mountain  at  eleva- 
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tion  1 1,390,  only  2,300  feet  below  the  summit  of  the  mountain 
and  well  above  the  line  of  permanent  snow.  A  tunnel  leads 
out  onto  a  timber  observation  gallerv  stuck  on  the  face  of  a 
cliff  and  to  a  saddle  in  the  range  overlooking  two  magnificent 
glaciers  and  miles  and  miles  of  country.  It  gives  you  great 
respect  for  the  tourist  as  a  revenue  producer  to  think  that  this 
enormous  investment  can  be  made  for  him  alone. 

After  this  we  crossed  the  English  Channel  on  a  rough  day 
with  a  mortality  rate  of  67  per  cent,  and  had  eight  busy  days 
in  London  and  then  back  via  Liverpool  and  Quebec  to  our 
several  jobs  and  the  summer  was  over. 
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Convention  Days — and  Nights 

IT  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  the  stenographic  report  of  the 
Second  Annual  Convention  of  Stone  &  Webster  Managers 
is  not  yet  available  for  publication.  The  Convention,  which 
opened  on  Monday,  October  9,  and  lasted  throughout  the 
week,  was  instructive,  stimulating  and  in  the  highest  degree 
pleasurable.  Under  the  guidance  of  the  committee  having  the 
occasion  in  charge,  the  following  papers  were  read:  "Internal 
Relations  and  Welfare,"  by  Henry  A.  Lemmon;  "Local 
Securities  Sales,"  by  Charles  W.  Kellogg;  "Simplified  Rates," 
by  A.  Stuart  Pratt;  "The  Street  Railway  Situation,"  by 
Charles  F.  W.  Wetterer;  "Complaints,"  by  Henry  A.  Lem- 
mon; "Our  Sales  Department,"  by  Harry  T.  Edgar;  "An 
Important  Development  in  the  Gas  Field,"  by  Marcy  L. 
Sperry.  Each  day  following  the  papers  was  an  experience 
meeting  on  "The  Year's  Progress."  This  was  in  the  form  of 
reports  by  the  company  managers  on  the  efforts  and  ac- 
complishments resulting  from  the  Convention  of  1921.  On 
each  day  also  there  was  a  luncheon  at  1.30  p.m.  at  the  City 
Club,  at  which  there  was  singing  and  informal  speech 
making. 

At  the  Monday  luncheon  the  speakers  were  Mr.  Edwin  S. 
Webster,  Hon.  Peter  O.  Knight  of  Tampa,  Florida  and  the 
Hon.  W.  Cameron  Forbes,  formerly  of  the  Stone  &  Webster 
organization,  and  not  long  since  Governor-General  of  the 
Philippine  Islands.  Among  the  speakers  on  Tuesday  were 
Mr.  M.  H.  Aylesworth,  executive  secretary  of  the  National 
Electric  Light  Association,  and  Mr.  Howard  L.  Rogers.  The 
speakers  on  Wednesday  were  Mr.  Edwin  S.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Frederick  P.  Royce.  On  Thursday  the  Convention  listened  to 
Mr.  George  O.  Muhlfeld  and  Dr.  George  Carroll  Smith. 

One  cannot  speak  with  too  much  enthusiasm  of  the  re- 
creational features  of  the  Convention.  On  Monday  night  the 
BULLkoney  CLUB  provided  a  dinner  and  entertainment  at 
the  Exchange  Club.  Friday  was  spent  in  sports  at  the  Belmont 
Spring  Country  Club.  On  Friday  night  the  "firm"  enter- 
tained the  members  of  the  Convention  at  dinner  at  the 
Copley  Plaza. 

The  BULLkoneys  out  did  themselves  on  Monday  night. 
They  planned  a  record-breaking  entertainment  and  "put  it 
over"  without  a  flaw.  The  repast  which  they  provided  was 
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Lucullan,  but  the  feast  of  reason  and  of  soul  was  even  greater. 
Mr.  Edward  F.  Flynn,  the  president  of  the  BULLkoney 
CLUB,  presided  and  introduced  the  speakers.  And  here  we 
must  relate  an  amusing  incident.  It  is  not  often  that  the 
friends  of  Colonel  Flynn  get  one  on  him,  but  they  certainly 
succeeded  on  this  occasion.  They  searched  Boston  through 
and  through  until  they  found  and  purchased  a  bronze  bull, 
and  then  negotiated  with  the  editor  of  the  Stone  &  Webster 
Journal,  who  possesses  an  unmerited  reputation  as  a 
rhymster,  to  write  a  presentation  ode.  Above  all,  they  were 
determined  that  these  proceedings  should  not  leak  through 
to  the  colonel  before  the  thing  was  sprung  on  him.  Strange  to 
say,  everyone  in  the  plot  kept  his  mouth  as  tight  as  a  vise. 

After  the  dinner  on  Monday  night  the  colonel  introduced 
the  editor  of  the  Journal  with  these  words.  "He  has  some- 
thing very  important  to  say  and  I  trust  you  will  give  him  your 
undivided  attention."  What  "he"  said  was  rather  compli- 
mentary to  the  colonel.  The  situation  reminds  one  of  an  in- 
cident in  the  life  of  Franklin.  When  Franklin  was  in  Paris  he 
was  invited  to  a  function  at  which  were  present  some  of  the 
greatest  intellects  of  Europe,  and  a  number  of  distinguished 
ladies.  Franklin  knew  very  little  French.  Courtesy  would 
necessitate  his  applauding  from  time  to  time  the  remarks  of 
the  speakers,  which  he  would  not  be  able  to  understand.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  best  thing  to  do  would  be  simply  to 
follow  the  lead  of  the  rest  of  the  audience.  Pretty  soon  there 
was  a  thunderous  burst  of  applause,  and  Franklin  was 
determined  that  no  one  should  outdo  him.  But  when  he  started 
in  there  was  a  vast  amount  of  mirth.  Alas!  he  discovered 
that  the  remark  which  had  elicited  his  applause  was  a  most 
flattering  allusion  to  himself.  Franklin  could  not  have  been 
more  discomfited  than  Colonel  Flynn  was  on  the  evening  of 
Monday,  October  9.  If  we  know  his  friends  aright,  and  we 
think  we  do,  they  will  not  let  him  hear  the  last  of  it  for  a  long 
time. 

Our  conviction  is  that  the  professional  stage  lost  it 
brightest  possible  ornaments  when  the  members  of  the 
BULLkoney  CLUB  decided  to  go  into  the  public  utility 
business.  There  was  jest  and  youthful  jollity  and  cleverness 
par  excellance  the  whole  evening.  The  proceedings  began 
with  a  minstrel  show  written  by  Mr.  Walter  H.  Burke,  and 
enacted  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Marcy  L.  Sperry,  with  the 
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able  assistance  of  six  members  of  the  "firm"  who  sat  around 
in  fantastic  raiment,  and  who  tried  their  hardest  to  look  as  if 
they  were  doing  something.  We  present  a  picture  of  them. 
The  reader  may  rest  assured  that  the  end  men  did  not  spare 
any  of  their  friends. 

The  Southeastern  Division  staged  a  show  entitled  "Before 
and  After."  Their  aim  was  to  show  how  to  make  a  "satisfied 
customer."  It  may  be  remarked  parenthetically  that  their 
method  bore  a  very  strong  resemblance  to  the  tilt  with  which 
we  used  to  delight  ourselves  in  our  youth — the  satisfied 
customer  was  in  inverse  ratio  to  the  dissatisfied  investor. 

The  Northwestern  Division  presented  a  novel  show,  the 
outstanding  feature  of  which  was  two  extremely  fine  "Totem 
Poles,"  which  were  presented  to  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr.  Webster. 
It  also  "faked"  a  radio  apparatus  and  a  speech  from  Seattle, 
by  Mr.  A.  W.  Leonard.  This  last  proceeding  was  under  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Sewall  of  Bellingham,  Washington, 
who,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  late  P.  T.  Barnum, 
has  had  no  equal  in  the  art  of  humbuggery. 

The  Middle  West  section  filled  the  audience  with  awe 
with  a  "Court  of  Honor."  The  participants  were  garbed 
and  bedizened  in  a  fashion  to  remind  one  of  the  psalmist's 
remark  that  he  was  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made.  The 
Middle  West  men  threw  some  rather  hot  shots  at  the  rest 
of  us.  They  also  boastfully  paraded  a  lot  of  cornstalks,  which 
were  as  far  removed  from  wire-less  as  the  North  Pole  from 
the  South. 

The  New  England  section  enacted  "Good  Old  Days"  in 
a  way  to  make  us  all  rejoice  that  "the  old  order  changeth." 
They  made  us  glad  to  say  good-bye  to  the  "Good  Old  Days." 

This  is  the  point  at  which  a  very  large  bouquet  should 
be  thrown  at  Mr.  Tom  P.  Walker,  manager  of  the  Haverhill 
Gas  Light  Company,  who  acted  as  choir  master  during  the 
whole  conference.  Mr.  Walker  has  a  most  agreeable  and 
well  trained  voice,  and  we  have  keen  regret  that  he  was  not 
around  to  lead  the  chorus  at  Mr.  Pat  Gilmore's  jubilee 
concerts  half  a  century  or  more  ago.  Frankly,  we  have 
seldom  known  a  man  who  could  get  more  out  of  an  un- 
trained chorus.  His  verve  was  admirable.  He  made  the 
singers  do  exactly  what  he  wanted  done. 

Those  who  motored  out  to  the  Belmont  Spring  Country 
Club  on  Friday  morning  could  not  have  asked  for  a  more 
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beautiful  day.  The  air  crackled  with  life  and  everything 
was  involved  in  sunshine.  A  tennis  doubles  tournament 
took  place  in  the  forenoon,  from  which  Mr.  Lawrence  E. 
Eustis  and  Mr.  Ralph  H.  Williams,  both  of  the  Boston  office, 
emerged  as  victors.  Silver  cigarette  boxes  were  the  spoils. 
Forty  golf  players  of  assorted  shapes  and  sizes  trekked 
around  the  links  intent  on  drive,  approach  and  putt.  They 
were  competing  both  as  individuals  and  as  district  teams. 
The  New  England  team,  composed  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Curtis, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hunnewell  and  Mr.  A.  F.  Nelson  won,  and  will 
hold  for  a  year  the  copper  shield  which  is  the  championship 
emblem.  Their  average  score  of  79  was  most  creditable. 
Mr.  J.  M.  Beal,  of  the  Boston  office,  won  the  silver  tray 
for  the  low  gross  score.  Mr.  R.  A.  Foss,  also  of  the  Boston 
office,  won  a  silver  tray  for  the  low  net  score.  Mr.  Marcy  L. 
Sperry,  of  the  Boston  office,  who  was  a  late  finisher,  won  a 
silver  cup  for  the  high  gross  score,  disappointing  several 
hot  contenders  for  this  honor.  A  delightful  buffet  luncheon 
was  served  at  the  Club,  after  which  numerous  unofficial 
mental  and  other  competitions  were  staged  in  the  spacious 
lounge.  Approximately  one  hundred  members  of  the  organi- 
zation participated  in  this  rural  relaxation. 

After  the  "Firm"  dinner  on  Friday  night,  there  was  an 
informal  but  highly  instructive  exchange  of  views  on  the 
world  situation  conducted  by  Mr.  Charles  A.  Stone.  Mr. 
Stone  talked  at  length  and  threw  a  great  deal  of  light  on  the 
situation  in  the  various  European  countries.  Mr.  Edwin  S. 
Webster,  Mr.  Frederick  P.  Royce,  Mr.  F.  S.  Pratt  and  Mr. 
Henry  B.  Sawyer  also  recounted  many  interesting  things 
from  their  experience  in  connection  with  foreign  affairs. 

As  next  to  the  last  word  regarding  the  conference,  it  may 
be  said  that  about  20  members  of  the  BULLkoney  CLUB 
were  photographed  as  a  group  on  the  roof  of  the  Stone  & 
Webster  Building,  147  Milk  Street,  Boston.  We  have  tried 
in  the  course  of  these  remarks  to  avoid  anything  that  might 
sound  like  boasting,  but  we  are  free  to  confess,  as  shown  by 
this  picture,  the  BULLkoneys  are  a  collection  of  men  that 
any  organization  might  reasonably  feel  proud  of. 

The  last  word  must  be  devoted  to  thanking  Mr.  Edward 
F.  Flynn  for  his  scrupulous  and  effective  oversight  of  the 
details  of  the  convention,  Mr.  Ralph  H.  Williams  and  Mr. 
J.    Bertram   Hayes   for   their  journalistic   perspicacity   in 
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editing  the  Iceberger^  Mr.  Edward  S.  Roberts  for  clashing  the 
ivory  with  such  vigor  and  charm,  and  Mr.  Carl  E.  Weber,  Jr. 
for  sketching  from  memory  the  six  members  of  the  firm  in 
the  minstrel  show — it  was  a  difficult  feat,  and  though  it 
does  not  prove  Mr.  Weber's  fitness  for  the  green  goods  busi- 
ness, it  shows  that  our  confidence  was  not  misplaced  in 
sending  out  to  him  a  hurried  and  belated  call  for  assistance. 
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Engineering    and    Construction    Activities 

The  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Boston  to 

Build  a  Power  Station  with  an  Ultimate  Capacity  of 

300,000  Kilowatts 

MR.  C.  L.  EDGAR,  president  of  the  Edison  Electric 
Illuminating  Company  of  Boston,  Mass.,  has  an- 
nounced the  decision  of  his  company  to  proceed  immediately 
with  the  construction  of  its  new  generating  station  at 
Weymouth,  so  as  to  have  it  ready  for  regular  service  by  the 
autumn  of  1924. 

The  work  will  be  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Mr.  I.  E. 
Moultrop,  of  the  Edison  Company,  and  Stone  &  Webster, 
Inc.,  has  been  engaged  to  design  and  build  the  plant  in 
collaboration  with  the  company's  engineers. 

The  history  of  electric  lighting  in  Boston  dates  from  1878, 
when  a  six  light  arc  dynamo  was  installed  in  a  clothing 
house.  Five  of  the  lamps  operated  by  this  dynamo  were 
used  to  illuminate  the  interior  of  the  store,  and  the  remain- 
ing lamp  was  hung  from  a  crane  over  the  sidewalk  for 
exterior  illumination. 

The  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  was  organized 
in  1885,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  which  included  the  pay- 
ment of  $35,000  to  the  Edison  Electric  Light  Company,  the 
parent  company,  for  license  rights  under  the  Edison  patents. 
These  rights  entitled  the  company  to  use  the  system  and 
apparatus,  including  the  first  incandescent  lamps  of  com- 
mercial value,  perfected  by  Thomas  A.  Edison.  The  present 
capitalization  is  more  than  $27,000,000. 

The  first  station  was  put  in  service  in  February,  1886, 
with  the  Bijou  Theatre  as  its  first  customer.  It  is  an  interest- 
ing fact  that  Mr.  Edison  personally  officiated  at  the  station 
during  the  evening  of  this  date.  Seated  beside  the  generator 
rheostat,  he  regulated  the  voltage  of  the  current  used  at  the 
theatre,  a  signal  bell  being  used  as  a  warning  when  any 
sudden  change  in  load  was  contemplated. 

This  station  in  Boston  was  one  of  the  first  stations  in  the 
world  supplying  any  considerable  amount  of  electricity  for 
motive  power.  Previous  to  this  time  there  is  no  record  of 
more  than  a  few  motors  being  operated  from  a  single  plant, 
while  the  Boston  station,  in  the  latter  part  of  1887,  was 
supplying  current  for  92  motors,  with  an  aggregate  of  225 
kilowatts.  The  new  plant  about  to  be  built  will  have  an 
ultimate  capacity  of  more  than  300,000  kilowatts. 
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The  company  is  at  present  installing  a  30,000  kilowatt 
unit  at  its  L  Street  station  in  South  Boston.  This  will  bring 
that  plant  up  to  186,000  kilowatts  generating  capacity,  and 
will  so  fill  it  that  further  expansion  will  not  be  possible  at 
this  site  without  making  radical  changes.  For  this  reason  it 
was  decided  to  build  an  entirely  new  plant  to  provide  for 
future  growth. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  available  sites,  a 
location  was  chosen  on  the  Fore  River  at  Weymouth.  It  is 
about  two  miles  from  the  harbor  at  tide  water  and  is  reached 
by  ship  channel,  unobstructed  by  bridges,  with  a  minimum 
depth  of  25  feet.  For  this  reason  coal  from  Newport  News 
can  be  delivered  by  ship  or  barge  directly  to  the  storage 
pile.  In  addition  to  convenient  water  transportation,  it  can 
be  easily  reached  by  a  short  spur  from  the  South  Shore 
branch  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad. 

The  company  is  at  present  supplying  Weymouth  and  the 
adjacent  city  of  Quincy  with  their  electrical  energy,  and 
the  main  cables  which  pass  by  the  new  site  will  conveniently 
serve  as  an  initial  tie  line  between  the  new  plant  and  the  L 
Street  station,  eight  miles  distant.  It  will  also  be  easy  to 
take  energy  from  this  plant  for  any  electrification  scheme 
of  the  steam  railways  or  to  tie  into  the  proposed  super 
power  line  recommended  by  W.  S.  Murray  in  his  report  on 
the  subject  to  the  United  States  Government.  It  is  in  a 
locality  that  gives  every  indication  of  rapidly  becoming  a 
large  industrial  centre,  as  it  is  the  nearest  point  to  the 
business  centre  of  Boston  from  the  south,  where  deep  water 
vessels  can  conveniently  dock.  It  has  already  attracted 
many  large  companies,  such  as  the  refining  plant  of  the 
New  England  Oil  Company,  the  steam  generating  plant  of 
the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company,  the 
Fore  River  plant  of  the  Bethlehem  Shipbuilding  Corpora- 
tion and  numerous  others. 

The  property  when  filled  to  the  bulkhead  lines  estab- 
lished by  the  Government  will  consist  of  about  60  acres. 
The  plans  will  be  prepared  for  a  station  that  will  ultimately 
have  a  capacity  of  approximately  300,000  kilowatts,  to- 
gether with  the  necessary  outdoor  switching,  transformer 
stations,  administration  buildings,  etc.,  and  storage  capacity 
for  at  least  300,000  tons  of  coal.  Tentative  preliminary  plans 
have  been  based  upon  an  initial  installation  of  two  30,000 
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kilowatt,  60  cycle  turbines  with  boiler  plant  sufficient  for 
one  unit.  It  is  by  no  means  improbable  however  that  the 
first  installation  may  be  considerably  larger. 

New  Unit  for  Hartford  Electric  Light  Company 

Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.  have  been  authorized  by  the 
Hartford  Electric  Light  Company  of  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
to  install  an  additional  2o,oco  kilowatt  unit  in  their  South 
Meadows  Station.  This  is  the  station  which  we  completed 
in  1 92 1,  and  is  designed  for  an  ultimate  capacity  of  130,000 
kilowatt.  The  construction  personnel  has  not  yet  been  as- 
signed. It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  company  which  was 
incorporated  in  1881,  was  the  first  public  service  company 
to  install  a  steam  turbine  for  the  generation  of  power  and 
that  at  present  it  is  again  acting  as  a  pioneer  by  installing 
the  first  mercury  vapor  plant  for  the  generation  of  com- 
mercial electric  power. 

Wenatchee  Valley  to  Receive  Puget  Sound  Power 

The  Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company  has  engaged 
Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.,  to  design  and  construct  a  transmission 
line  120  miles  long,  which  will  connect  their  system  with  the 
ferttle  Wenatchee  Valley,  the  home  of  the  Skookum  apple. 

The  line  starts  about  20  miles  from  Seattle  at  the 
White  River  plant,  which  was  built  in  191 1  and  which  is  the 
centre  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company's  distribution  system. 
To  reach  the  Wenatchee  district  of  the  Columbia  River 
Valley,  the  line  will  have  to  cross  the  Cascade  and  the  Wenat- 
chee mountain  ranges,  at  elevations  from  3,500  to  5,000  feet 
respectively. 

In  order  to  deliver  power  before  the  apple  harvest  begins 
in  July,  1923,  it  was  found  to  be  necessary  to  complete  the 
mountain  sections  before  the  winter,  as  snow  accumulates  in 
the  mountains  from  15  to  20  feet  deep  and  snow  slides  are  of 
frequent  occurrence. 

Surveys  were  started  on  June  15,  and  in  two  months  all  of 
the  120  miles  of  right-of-way  had  been  cleared.  Some  400  men 
are  working  out  of  16  camps  and  it  now  seems  certain 
that  the  race  with  the  snows  this  winter  will  be  won. 

The  work  is  under  the  supervision  of  S.  L.  Shuffleton, 
western  manager,  with  Wm.  D.  Shannon,  superintendent  of 
construction. 
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It  was  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  both  Mr.  Shuffleton  and 
Mr.  Shannon  that  as  soon  as  the  work  became  known,  many 
of  the  men  who  had  worked  with  them  on  the  Caribou  hydro- 
electric project  in  California  left  other  jobs  and  paid  their 
own  way  to  Washington  in  order  to  get  back  with  our 
organization. 

To  Study  Recent  European  Steam  Station  Progress 

Mr.  E.  B.  Powell  of  the  Division  of  Engineering  and 
Construction  sailed  for  Europe  on  October  28.  He  will 
investigate  recent  European  progress  in  steam  power  station 
practice,  and  will  be  gone  about  two  months. 
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Developing  the  Industrial  Use  of  Gas 
By  H.  Vittinghoff 

IN  approaching  this  subject  it  may  be  of  interest  to  intro- 
duce it  by  glancing  at  the  general  statistics  pertaining  to 
the  gas  industry.  A  careful  analysis  of  all  the  available 
figures  seems  to  indicate  that  the  manufactured  gas  in  the 
United  States,  as  distinguished  from  natural  gas,  is  used  for 
various  purposes  in  the  following  porportions : 

Illumination  21% 

Domestic  Uses,  other  than  Illumination  54% 

Industrial  and  Unclassified  25% 

Total —      100% 

Some  twelve  years  ago,  a  similar  compilation  showed  that 
the  gas  manufactured  and  sold  in  1910  was  distributed  as 
follows: 

Illumination  45% 

Domestic  Uses,  other  than  Illumination  50% 

Industrial  and  Unclassified  5% 

Total —     100% 

These  figures  clearly  indicate  how  much  more  important 
the  industrial  gas  load  has  become. 

I  now  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  chart  illustrating 
the  growth  of  the  gas  business  since  the  beginning  of  the 
century.  Starting  with  an  output  of  about  one  hundred 
billion  cubic  feet,  we  see  that  the  two  hundred  billion  mark 
was  reached  in  1914  and  the  three  hundred  billion  mark  in 
1 91 9.  These  figures  show  that  the  industry  grew  at  the  rate  of 
approximately  seven  per  cent  per  year,  and  the  form  of  the 
curve  indicates  that  the  increase  was  very  much  greater 
during  the  last  six  years  than  it  was  during  the  preceding 
fourteen  years.  This  is,  of  course,  what  might  be  expected  in 
view  of  the  enormous  industrial  expansion  which  this 
country  experienced  during  the  war  years.  Many  manu- 
facturing plants  had  to  expand  very  rapidly  and  those  which 
had  to  use  fuel  in  some  form  or  other  found  gas  most  con- 
venient and  most  readily  available,  and  therefore  selected  it, 
irrespective  of  its  cost. 

We  have  now  reached  the  point  when  the  manufacturer 
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must  stabilize  his  industry  and  if  he  wants  to  continue  in 
business,  must  use  every  effort  to  reduce  his  production  costs. 
He  must  search  for  economies  and  the  gas  industry  will  un- 
doubtedly lose  a  large  portion  of  its  present  load  if  it  cannot 
show  to  the  manufacturer  that  it  is  economical  as  well  as 
convenient  to  use  gas  for  industrial  fuel.  It  appears  to  me 
therefore,  that  it  would  be  foolishly  sanguine  to  assume  that 
the  slope  of  the  output  curve  during  the  next  few  years  will 
continue  at  the  same  steep  angle,  which  it  assumed  during  the 
years  1914-1920,  unless  the  industry  makes  an  effort  to 
promote  the  sale  of  gas  for  industrial  fuel  by  meeting  the 
fundamental  requirement  of  the  consumer. 

All  industrial  gas  business  can  be  divided  into  two  classes, 
non-competitive  and  competitive.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
business  which  the  industry  now  has  is  of  the  former  class  and 
consists  mostly  of  the  industrial  business  in  which  the  cost  of 
the  fuel  is  outbalanced  by  far  by  the  contingent  benefits 
derived  from  it.  All  such  business  as  restaurant  ranges,  candy 
furnaces,  small  industrial  furnaces,  etc.,  is  in  the  non-com- 
petitive class  and  is  business  which  the  industry  will  probably 
retain  regardless  of  the  high  cost  of  gas  in  comparison  with 
other  fuels.  Never  fear  that  you  will  soon  be  able  to  boast  that 
all  the  pop-corn  and  all  the  peanuts  in  your  town  are  roasted 
by  gas.  This  business  you  are  bound  to  get  sooner  or  later. 
Nevertheless,  an  effort  should  be  made  to  get  it  as  soon  as 
possible,  because  it  will  always  be  very  profitable,  much 
more  so  than  the  small  domestic  business  which  is  so  often 
the  only  reward  we  now  get  from  the  most  strenuous  sales 
efforts  on  our  part. 

However,  this  is  not  the  business  upon  which  depends  the 
ultimate  growth  of  the  industry.  The  real  industrial  gas 
business  which  we  are  after  is  not  of  this  order  but  is  dis- 
tinctly in  the  competitive  class.  The  business  we  must  go 
after  is  that  of  the  manufacturer  using  fuel  for  industrial 
purposes. 

In  times  gone  by  many  users  of  fuel  were  opposed  to  the 
use  of  gas  because  they  lacked  experience  in  its  application. 
This  phase  is  long  past  and  a  great  many  manufacturers  are 
perfectly  willing  to  admit  that  gas  fuel,  in  some  form  or 
other,  is  most  suitable  for  their  purposes.  Intensive  methods 
of  production  very  often  require  the  substitution  of  gas  for 
solid  or  liquid   fuels,   as   thereby   the  output  of  existing 
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apparatus  can  frequently  be  increased  and  at  the  same  time 
the  quality  of  the  product  improved.  The  only  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  use  of  central  station  gas  by  the  manufactur- 
ers is  the  cost  of  it  as  compared  to  solid  or  liquid  fuels, 
producer  gas,  or  some  other  form  of  gas  made  in  an  isolated 
plant. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  isolated  gas  plant  is  a  real 
menace  to  the  gas  company  in  industrial  communities,  just 
as  the  isolated  plant  was  a  menace  some  years  ago  to  the 
electric  industry.  It  is,  of  course,  true  that  the  gas  industry 
has  some  advantage  in  the  situation  which  was  not  enjoyed 
by  the  electric  central  station.  The  production  of  gas  is  a  very 
complicated  chemical  process  and  will  not  be  entered  into  so 
readily  by  the  manufacturer  as  the  operation  of  an  electric 
generating  system  which  involved  in  a  great  many  cases  only 
the  installation  of  generating  equipment,  since  the  boiler 
plant  was  frequently  available  and  ready  to  serve  as  the 
source  of  energy  for  the  new  motive  power.  The  operation  of 
an  electric  generator  did  not  present  any  serious  difficulties 
to  the  operating  organization  of  a  manufacturing  establish- 
ment originally  driven  by  steam  power,  where  as  the  genera- 
tion of  gas  would  necessitate  that  the  manufacturer  obtain 
men  thoroughly  versed  in  carrying  out  the  complicated 
processes  required.  At  present,  the  danger  of  the  isolated 
plant  seems  remote,  but  still,  there  is  a  cloud  in  our  particu- 
lar sky.  Just  remember  that  out  of  the  Indians'  fire-stick, 
operated  laboriously  with  a  bow  and  string,  was  finally 
evolved  the  safety  match.  Who  can  vouch  that  in  the  future 
some  more  simplified  gas  producing  process  may  not  be 
developed.  Anyhow,  it  would  be  poor  policy  to  build  up  our 
industry  on  the  other  man's  weakness,  rather  than  on  our  own 
strength. 

The  real  foundation  of  the  industrial  gas  business  is  the 
rate  which  we  charge  for  gas.  This  rate  must  be  such  that  we 
can  compete  in  cost  with  all  other  fuels,  taking  of  course  into 
consideration  all  factors,  such  as  increased  production, 
better  quality  of  the  product,  lessened  labor  costs,  and 
greater  convenience. 

It  is  obvious  of  course,  that  the  rate  at  which  we  sell  gas 
for  industrial  fuel  purposes  must  be  materially  lower  than 
the  rate  at  which  we  sell  gas  for  domestic  purposes.  This  is  so 
not  only  because  the  traffic  would  not  bear  the  higher  rate. 
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but  also  because  the  cost  of  service  to  us  for  furnishing  gas 
for  industrial  purposes  is  bound  to  be  materially  less  than  the 
cost  of  service  per  thousand  cubic  feet  which  we  furnish  our 
domestic  customers.  This  factor  is  important,  but  still  not  so 
vital  as  the  element  which  after  all  governs  all  price  levels: 
the  factor  which  no  business  can  escape — that  the  charge  for 
service  rendered  must  not  be  greater  than  the  traffic  will 
bear. 

Just  what  the  traffic  will  bear  in  the  case  of  the  industrial 
gas  business  is  something  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  de- 
termine definitely  for  the  industry  as  a  whole.  Apparently 
the  central  station  electric  man  finds  it  necessary  to  es- 
tablish an  industrial  rate  bearing  a  ratio  of  one  to  four  to  the 
domestic  rate  at  which  he  sells  electric  service.  In  arriving  at 
this  general  result  the  electric  man  was  unshackled  by 
precedent,  and  at  least  in  the  earlier  years  free  to  establish 
rates  at  levels  which  suited  him  without  interference  from 
governmental  control.  Tons  of  paper  have  been  covered  with 
print  to  show  how  unfair  electric  rates  are,  how  utterly 
illogical,  how  through  them  Peter  is  robbed  to  pay  Paul,  and 
yet  when  all  is  said  and  done,  the  industry  thrives  marvel- 
ously,  and  has  not  much  cause  to  repent  of  its  alleged  sins 
in  rate  making. 

I  do  not  believe  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  establish  any 
such  ratio  as  one  to  four  between  the  industrial  and  domestic 
gas  rates.  This  seems  hardly  necessary  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  domestic  gas  rates,  as  measured  by  such  standards  as 
are  available,  are  materially  lower  than  domestic  electric 
rates.  For  instance,  judging  on  the  basis  of  candle  power 
hours,  the  gas  company  selling  gas  at  a  $i.oo  will  deliver 
three  times  as  much  light  as  the  electric  company  selling 
electric  service  at  lo  cents  per  kilowatt  hour. 

Suppose  we  assume  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  establish 
a  ratio  of  two  to  one  between  domestic  and  industrial  gas 
rates.  This  would  mean  that  if  a  company  sold  gas  at  $1.20 
to  its  domestic  customers,  it  would  have  to  sell  gas  at  60 
cents  to  its  industrial  customers.  Such  a  rate  would  probably 
obtain  a  very  large  amount  of  industrial  fuel  gas  business, 
but  still  it  probably  would  prove  difficult  for  most  companies 
at  present,  at  least,  to  make  both  ends  meet  on  such  a  rate. 

It  is,  of  course,  generally  admitted  that  the  small  domestic 
customer  is  more  of  a  liability  than  an  asset  to  the  company. 
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and,  therefore,  the  obvious  solution  would  be  to  raise 
domestic  rates  in  order  to  enable  the  company  to  take  on 
such  industrial  gas  business  as  is  available  in  the  territory 
served  by  them.  The  industrial  fuel  sales  committee  of  the 
American  Gas  Association  urges  upon  the  members  to  bend 
every  effort  towards  that  goal.  They  recommend  that  gas 
companies  all  over  the  country  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
national  organization,  the  American  Gas  Association,  urge 
upon  commissions  to  authorize  such  a  change.  To  quote 
from  the  report: 

"Such  a  policy  is  not  unreasonable.  In  supplying  the 
domestic  customer,  the  gas  company  only  performs  a 
part  of  its  function.  In  supplying  the  industries  of  a 
community  with  a  fuel  which  will  facilitate  production 
and  lower  costs,  the  gas  company  is  serving  not  only  the 
industry  but  also  that  community  and  all  its  people.  By 
supplying  not  only  the  domestic  needs  but  also  the 
industrial  requirements,  the  central  station  can  best 
serve  the  people  and  thereby  be  of  maximum  utility  to 
the  community." 

It  appears  to  me  that  there  is  a  fallacy  in  this  argument.  The 
gas  company  wishes  to  be  enabled  to  charge  higher  rates  for 
domestic  service  in  order  to  compete  with  coal,  oil,  etc.,  in 
the  industrial  field.  Fundamentally  it  does  not  intend  to 
lower  the  cost  to  the  manufacturer  by  giving  him  a  fuel 
cheaper  than  coal  or  oil,  but  merely  wants  to  be  given  a 
chance  to  obtain  more  business.  It,  therefore,  appears  that 
the  industries  of  a  community  would  not  be  materially 
assisted  by  such  a  change  but  only  a  single  industry,  the 
central  station  gas  plant,  which  after  all  represents  only  a 
very  small  part  of  the  total  industrial  investment  in  any 
given  community.  To  help  out  this  single  unit,  with  its  few 
stockholders,  largely  non-resident,  the  great  mass  of  the 
population  is  asked  to  contribute.  Such  a  procedure  may  be 
entirely  logical  when  considered  from  the  point  of  view  of 
abstract  justice,  but  it  is  hardly  practical.  I  venture  to  say 
that  State  Commissions  will  present  a  solid  front  against 
such  a  policy. 

Fortunately,  we  face  an  era  of  declining  prices.  Many 
companies  are  already  giving  serious  consideration  to  re- 
ducing their  rates  in  order  to  let  their  customers  have  the 
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benefit  of  reduced  production  costs  due  to  lower  costs  of  raw 
material.  These  are  now  at  the  favorable  point  where  they 
can  establish  a  rate  which  will  enable  them  to  take  on  an 
industrial  fuel  load.  Reducing  the  cost  for  the  benefit  of  the 
large  consumer,  without  at  the  same  time  benefiting  the 
small  consumer,  is  decidedly  not  as  popular  a  move  as  to 
hand  over  all  the  benefits  of  lowered  costs  to  our  domestic 
customers.  In  spite  of  this  obvious  fact,  we  must  not  be 
stampeded  into  the  easiest  way,  but  must  remember  the 
ultimate  great  good  that  can  be  accomplished  for  all  con- 
cerned by  taking  the  opportunity  now  presented  to  the 
industry  of  taking  on,  by  the  establishment  of  proper  rates, 
the  industrial  gas  business  which  will  insure  to  the  industry  a 
continued  healthy  growth.  Several  commissions  have  al- 
ready expressed  themselves  to  the  effect  that  they  realize 
that  the  industrial  business  is  the  salvation  of  the  gas  in- 
dustry, and  while  they  would  object  to  an  increase  of 
domestic  rates  on  the  ground  of  public  policy,  they  would 
probably  support  a  postponement  of  a  general  reduction  in 
rates  in  order  that  the  industry  may  secure  a  sound  footing  in 
the  industrial  field. 

With  a  view  to  determining  what  would  happen  to  the 
earnings  of  a  company  under  our  management,  operating  in  a 
territory  largely  industrial,  if  we  established  a  rate  which 
would  enable  that  company  to  get  material  amounts  of 
industrial  business,  we  analyzed  the  situation  for  a  typical 
average  month.  The  rate  which  we  applied  took  the  following 
form: 

1st  to    10,000  cubic  feet   per  month         1.15 

10,000        30,000  1.05 

30,000      100,000  .05 

100,000  "   200,000     "       "       "       "  .70 

Over      200,000     "       "       "        "  .60 

The  present  net  rate  charged  by  that  company  is  1.15  per 
thousand  cubic  feet. 

Comparing  the  earnings  from  the  new  rate  with  those  ob- 
tained from  the  old  rate,  it  was  found  that  had  the  new  rate 
been  established,  the  company  would  have  sustained  a  loss 
of  only  |i,300  during  the  month,  equivalent  to  an  average 
reduction  of  1.9  cents  per  thousand  cubic  feet  sold.  That 
particular  company  had  estimated  that  it  could  afford  to 
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make  a  reduction  of  4  cents  per  thousand  cubic  feet  in  order 
to  let  its  customers  partake  in  the  benefits  derived  from 
lowered  production  costs.  A  reduction  in  the  rate  of  such  a 
small  amount  would  have  pleased  no  one  in  particular  and 
certainly  would  not  have  given  the  company  any  material 
amount  of  new  business.  The  step  rate  as  proposed  on  the 
other  hand,  would  undoubtedly  have  enabled  it  to  obtain  a 
good  proportion  of  the  industrial  fuel  business  available  in  its 
territory,  and  have  enabled  it  to  take  the  first  step  toward 
insuring  its  future,  by  giving  it  an  opportunity  to  continue 
its  growth. 

At  first  glance,  the  trifling  effect  which  the  radical  re- 
ductions embodied  in  the  new  rate  had  on  net  earnings  may 
appear  astonishing,  but  on  further  consideration  it  is  plain 
that  the  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  industrial 
gas  business  now  obtained  in  that  particular  community  is, 
after  all,  only  a  contemptibly  little  in^gnificant  business. 
The  reason  why  the  proposed  large  reduction  in  the  rate  for 
industrial  gas  business  causes  so  little  disturbance  in  the 
earnings  is  that  we  have  practically  no  industrial  gas 
business. 

Assuming  that  we  have  established  a  rate  on  which  the 
industrial  gas  business  in  the  competitive  class  can  be  got,  let 
us  consider  now  ways  and  means  of  finding  it  and  taking  it  on. 

In  a  general  way  the  activities  of  the  industrial  salesmen 
in  the  electric  and  gas  fields  can  be  summarized  by  stating 
that  in  the  former  line,  power  is  sold  and  in  the  latter  heat. 
Power  is  utilized  through  motors  which  must  conform  to 
conditions  of  service  prescribed  by  the  central  station.  With 
few  exceptions  local  conditions  in  a  manufacturing  plant 
make  it  necessary  to  give  consideration  to  only  a  single 
limitation  —  size.  The  gas  man  selling  heating  appliances 
is  not  limited  by  the  type  of  service  given  by  his  company  in 
the  way  that  the  electric  man  is;  but  on  the  other  hand  he  is 
very  much  handicapped  by  the  limitations  put  on  him  by  the 
local  conditions  existing  in  a  manufacturing  plant.  True,  he 
sells  only  heat,  but  the  application  of  this  form  of  energy 
takes  thousands  of  forms.  He  may  have  to  deliver  a  given 
number  of  heat  units  per  hour,  either  in  the  form  of  a  gently 
heated  atmosphere  for  a  large  drying  oven  or  he  may  have  to 
deliver  the  same  number  of  heat  units  per  hour  in  order  to 
maintain  the  very  high  temperatures  necessary  for  melting 
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copper.  The  manufacturer  may  require  that  the  articles  to  be 
produced  must  be  exposed  to  either  an  oxidizing  or  a  re- 
ducing atmosphere,  or  he  may  require  that  the  process  be 
carried  on  in  a  neutral  medium. 

At  first  at  least,  each  installation  will  appear  to  the  in- 
dustrial fuel  salesman  as  a  comparatively  unique  problem. 
The  salesman  will  usually  find  that  the  consumer  may  know 
what  he  wants  to  accomplish  but  rarely  knows  how  to  do  it 
with  gas.  The  salesman  will  therefore  often  have  to  act  as  a 
missionary  and  teacher.  Up  to  now  the  consumers  of  fuel  gas 
have  dealt  almost  always  directly  with  the  manufacturer  of 
gas  appliances.  The  most  that  many  gas  companies  have  done 
is  to  show  a  kindly,  but  superficial  interest.  The  manu- 
facturer of  gas  appliances  unsupported  by  the  gas  company 
has  had  to  stand  the  cost  of  developing  all  new  appliances 
and  has  had  to  absorb  this  expense.  Unfortunately  the 
competition  among  appliance  manufacturers  has  been  severe 
and  the  matter  of  producing  their  goods  at  a  minimum  cost 
has  been  necessarily  a  matter  of  vital  interest  to  them.  It  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  them  to  turn  out  their  goods  as 
cheaply  as  possible,  and  as  the  cost  of  development  of  new 
appliances  could  be  spread  by  any  one  manufacturer  over 
only  a  limited  output,  naturally  no  large  amount  of  develop- 
ment work  was  done.  In  the  electric  field  we  have  the  two 
great  manufacturers,  the  General  Electric  Company  and  the 
Westinghouse  Company,  both  of  which  maintain  research 
laboratories  with  a  thoroughly  competent  scientific  staff. 
The  volume  of  their  business  is  so  great,  the  amount  of 
standard  goods  turned  out  by  them  so  enormous,  that  the 
cost  of  maintaining  a  research  department,  considerable 
though  it  may  be,  is  only  a  trifling  matter  when  spread  over 
the  selling  cost  of  all  the  goods  turned  out  by  them.  In  the  gas 
field,  we  have  no  appliance  manufacturers  which  in  any  way 
compare  with  these  two  enormous  corporations.  The  volume 
of  business  done  by  each  gas  appliance  producer  is  small  and 
specialized,  and  but  few  of  them  can  afford  to  make  any  pre- 
tense of  maintaining  a  research  staff.  Such  is  the  present 
state  of  affairs. 

The  gas  industry — considering  it  for  the  moment  to  in- 
clude the  producer  of  gas  and  the  manufacturer  of  gas-using 
appliances — has  lagged  far  behind  in  scientific  development, 
and  in  order  to  catch  up  in  the  race,  especially  in  the  race 
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for  the  industrial  heating  business,  some  more  or  less  radical 
steps  must  be  taken.  I  propose  that  we  subsidize  the  manu- 
facturer of  appliances.  By  this  I  do  not  mean  that  we  should 
build  up  a  fond  and  hand  it  over  to  some  manufacturer  or 
other  to  use  for  developing  his  appliances,  although  even 
this  might  be  desirable  under  certain  circumstances.  Never- 
theless, we  should  make  up  our  minds  to  provide  for  generous 
appropriations  to  do  investigating  work  by  which  would  be 
benefited  not  only  our  consumers  and  ourselves,  but  also 
the  manufacturer  of  appliances.  We  should  assist  to  our 
utmost  ability  every  effort  of  the  American  Gas  Association 
to  gather  data  on  appliance  installations  made  and  their 
performances,  and  should  encourage  in  every  way  the 
activities  of  our  national  association  to  promote  the  in- 
dustrial fuel  business  by  stimulating  the  manufacture  of 
appliances  to  turn  out  goods  designed  on  a  scientific  basis. 

The  problem  of  finding  and  taking  on  the  industrial  fuel 
gas  business  cannot  be  solved  by  a  simple  formula,  except  up 
to  a  certain  point,  which  is  far  short  of  the  ultimate  solution. 
Only  a  single  fundamental  can  be  laid  down: 

"Every  business  which  requires  heat  in  some  form  or 
other  is  a  possible  prospect." 

In  making  an  effort  to  take  on  this  new  line  of  work  I 
would  recommend  to  the  companies  under  our  management 
that  as  a  first  step  they  make  up  from  a  classified  city 
directory  a  list  showing  the  names  of  every  concern  in  their 
territories  which  can,  even  by  a  long  stretch  of  the  imagina- 
tion, be  called  a  manufacturing  concern.  A  detailed  examina- 
tion of  this  list  will  disclose  certain  perfectly  obvious 
prospects.  To  assist  you  in  discovering  these  I  recommend 
that  you  obtain  from  the  American  Gas  Association  a  little 
booklet  entitled,  "A  Thousand  Uses  for  Gas."  Of  course, 
these  thousand  uses  are  really  only  a  thousand  different 
applications  of  heat.  The  book  is  no  panacea,  but  may  help 
to  direct  the  search  for  prospects.  After  a  list  of  respectable 
dimensions  covering  the  most  likely  prospects  has  been 
drawn  up,  each  of  them  should  be  visited  and  the  possibility 
of  gas  for  industrial  fuel  discussed  with  those  men  directing 
the  particular  business  who  are  most  likely  to  be  interested. 
Sometimes  this  may  be  the  president  of  the  concern,  at  other 
times  it  may  be  easier  to  interest  the  manager  or  superin- 
tendent. 
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Detail  for  this  work  the  best  man  whom  you  can  find  and 
arrange  to  have  him  use  all  his  time  to  make  a  most  careful 
study  of  the  various  processes  of  manufacture,  the  require- 
ments for  heat,  and  above  all  the  present  costs  of  operation 
with  the  fuel  which  you  hope  to  replace  by  gas.  Have  this 
man  study  the  technical  journals  pertaining  to  these  in- 
dustries. It  is  astonishing  but  true  that  the  number  of  things 
which  we  know  about  the  other  man's  business,  which  are 
not  so  at  all  are  only  equalled  by  the  problems  which  he  has 
to  meet,  and  of  which  we  have  no  conception.  Make  use  of 
the  services  which  the  American  Gas  Association  is  able  and 
willing  to  give  our  industry  to  help  it  get  the  industrial  gas 
business,  and  take  up  your  problems  with  the  more  pro- 
gressive manufacturers  of  appliances.  Even  go  to  the  length 
of  making  experimental  installations,  furnish  gas  appliances 
for  trial  periods,  make  up  your  mind  to  the  fact  that  if  you 
want  this  business  you  will  have  to  help  pay  for  the  develop- 
ment of  it  and  cannot,  as  heretofore,  make  your  customer  or 
the  appliance  manufacturer  alone  hold  the  bag. 

I  believe  that  it  is  of  vital  importance  to  make  thorough 
technical  investigations  of  the  processes  carried  on  by  manu- 
facturers in  your  territory  whom  you  consider  prospects  for 
an  industrial  gas  load,  not  because  you  want  to  impress  the 
manufacturers  that  you  know  more  about  their  business 
than  they  do,  but  because  you  must  show  them  that  you 
know  more  about  the  application  of  heat  in  the  processes  as 
carried  on  by  them  than  they  ever  thought  of. 

I  do  not  urge  leaving  the  selling  of  the  service  to  the 
technician,  but  merely  wish  to  point  out  that  the  salesman 
should  listen  to  him  before  he  attempts  to  sell,  so  that  he  may 
thoroughly  understand  the  problem,  and  not  attempt  to  sell 
gas  purely  on  the  basis  of  "atmosphere."  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  a  man  who  is  an  important  factor  in  the  develop- 
ment of  water  powers  in  New  England,  that  many  thousands 
of  kilowatts  have  been  sold  purely  on  the  basis  of  the  scenic 
effect  of  a  hydro-electric  development.  A  gas  plant  is  not 
particularly  picturesque,  and  since,  like  the  poor,  it  is 
always  with  us,  it  probably  does  not  offer  much  of  an  en- 
chantment to  the  prospective  user  of  fuel  gas. 

Remember  that  we  must  use  every  effort  to  get  the  in- 
dustrial gas  business.  The  development  of  our  industry 
depends  to  a  very  large  extent  on  it.  Further,  we  must  get  it 
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now.  Remember  that  we  are  in  competition  not  only  with 
coal  and  oil  and  producer  gas,  but  also  with  electricity.  This 
last  competitor,  whatever  the  merits  of  his  claims  are,  is  a 
most  active  one.  He  certainly  does  not  hesitate  to  proclaim 
the  advantages  of  electric  service  from  the  house-tops.  We 
know  of  course,  and  can  easily  demonstrate,  that  one  kilo- 
watt hour  is  equivalent  of  3,415  b.t.u.  and  that  this  quantity 
of  heat  is  contained  in  6.45  cubic  feet  of  530  b.t.u.  gas.  From 
this,  simple  arithmetic  will  derive  the  uncontrovertible  con- 
clusion that  it  is  necessary  to  establish  a  rate  of  one-half 
cent  per  kilowatt  hour  to  equal  a  gas  rate  of  eighty  cents  per 
thousand  cubic  feet.  We  also  know  that  the  overall  efficiency 
of  electric  appliances  ( though  higher,  generally  speaking, 
than  that  of  gas  appliances),  is  not  sufficiently  greater  to  off- 
set the  difference  between  a  reasonable  industrial  gas  rate 
and  the  average  power  rate.  This  is  comforting  knowledge  of 
course — to  keep  in  the  back  of  our  heads.  Certainly  it  is  not 
fit  material  to  spread  over  a  full  page  advertisement.  At 
least  I  doubt  if  many  readers  would  be  particularly  interested 
in  this  sort  of  information.  We  can  also  prove  that  we  can 
deliver  one  thousand  candle  power  hours  for  one-third  the 
cost  at  which  it  can  be  furnished  electrically.  A  thoroughly 
enthusiastic  gas  man  can  wax  quite  eloquent  over  the 
superior  merits  of  the  softly  diffused  light  from  a  Welsbach 
mantle  which  so  closely  approximates  the  light  of  day.  But — 
the  light  business  is  lost  to  us,  or  at  least  it  has  been  abso- 
lutely stationary  during  the  past  ten  years.  We  have  taken 
the  case  to  the  highest  Court  of  Appeal,  "Public  Opinion," 
and  the  decision  went  against  us.  All  further  argument  is 
futile. 

But  because  the  decision  went  against  us  in  the  lighting 
case  is  no  reason  why  our  industry  should  surrender  to  the 
electric  central  station  in  the  heating  case.  A  man  in  con- 
sidering his  business  affairs  rather  than  domestic  matters,  is 
more  inclined  to  sharpen  his  pencil  and  decide  the  matter  in 
cold  blood  on  the  basis  of  dollars  and  cents  and  is  not  so 
inclined  to  pay  an  extravagant  price  for  mere  simplicity  and 
convenience.  However,  in  presenting  our  arguments  to  him 
we  must  use  language  with  which  he  is  familiar  and  present 
our  cost  figures  on  the  basis  of  his  units  of  production  wher- 
ever that  is  possible.  It  is  of  course  needless  to  say  that  we 
must  take  every  opportunity  to  urge  the  superior  merits  of 
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our  heating  medium  and  must  endeavor  to  demonstrate  the 
collateral  advantages  of  using  our  service,  as  for  instance, 
superior  quality  of  output,  greater  uniformity  of  product, 
increased  capacity  of  the  plant  already  installed,  etc. 

The  final  step  necessary  to  obtain  a  substantial  industrial 
gas  load  and  carry  it  with  profit  is  dependent  on  lower 
production  costs.  There  is  still  a  wide  opportunity  for  this 
but  to  go  into  details  of  this  phase  of  the  problem  is  beyond 
the  scope  of  this  paper.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  improvement 
along  this  line  will  probably  take  the  form  of  the  development 
and  perfection  of  a  system  of  complete  gasification  of  coal. 
By  this  is  meant  the  conversion  of  bituminous  coal  into  gas 
without  any  residuals,  except  a  little  ammonia  and  tar,  and 
without  the  addition  of  enrichers  such  as  gas  oil.  The 
development  of  this  idea  is  being  carefully  considered  by 
many  competent  gas  engineers  and  the  desired  goal,  though 
not  in  our  grasp  as  yet,  is  no  longer  to  be  considered  un- 
approachable. It  is  true  that  we  are  still  so  far  from  the 
solution  of  this  part  of  the  problem  that  we  cannot  afford  to 
let  it  have  any  weight  on  the  policy  which  we  should  now 
adopt  to  get  a  substantial  part  of  the  whole  available  in- 
dustrial fuel  business.  But,  there  is  one  phase  of  it  which  may 
be  of  interest.  Many  prospective  users  of  fuel  gas  are  already 
customers  of  our  gas  companies  in  so  far  as  they  purchase 
coke.  There  should  not  be  the  slightest  hesitancy  on  our  part 
to  give  them  up  as  coke  customers,  if  thereby  we  can  take 
them  on  as  gas  customers;  we  need  not  fear  any  loss  in 
revenue  from  such  a  step.  If  we  get  a  certain  income  from  the 
sales  of  coke,  the  revenue  we  should  derive  from  gas  sold  to 
perform  the  same  service  will  be  greater  by  at  least  the  pro- 
portion that  the  utilization  efficiency  of  gas  bears  to  that  of 
coke.  This  is  the  absolute  minimum.  In  actual  fact  the  in- 
crease would  be  greater,  because  we  would  include  in  our  rate 
other  charges  justified  by  the  collateral  advantages  offered  by 
gaseous  fuel.  It  is  true  that  the  coke  released  would  be 
greater  than  that  needed  to  make  gas  to  yield  an  equivalent 
service,  but  such  excess  can  be  sold  for  other  purposes,  for 
instance,  domestic  heating,  which  is  a  load  that  our  gas 
companies  would  not  care  to  take  on  in  any  material  amounts 
because  it  is  seasonal  in  character  and  therefore  has  a  very 
poor  load  factor. 


Digitized  by  VriOOQlC  j 


Developing  the  Industrial  Use  of  Gas  45 1 

To  sum  up  then,  to  obtain  the  industrial  gas  business  we 
must: 

I.  Establish  reasonable  rates  which  will  enable  us  to 
take  on  the  business  in  competition  with  coal,  oil, 
etc. 

1.  Adopt  a  liberal  policy  toward  expenditures  for  de- 
velopment work. 

3.  Endeavor  to  reduce  our  production  cost  to  a 
minimum. 

Some  of  the  suggestions  made  may  appear  as  somewhat 
radical,  especially  as  they  pertain  to  the  development  of  an 
industry  which  may  fairly  be  considered  as  stabilized,  an 
industry  which  is  the  second  oldest  urban  public  utility  and 
which  is  now  in  the  second  century  of  its  existence.  We  may 
at  once  reject  the  thought  that  it  has  been  in  existence  too 
long,  but  may  we  not,  without  disloyalty  to  the  industry 
which  we  endeavor  to  promote,  ask  ourselves  the  question, 
has  it  not  possibly  been  stabilized  a  little  too  much? 
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George  W.  Sheridan 

IT  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  announce  the  death  of 
George  W.  Sheridan  in  New  York  City,  on  October  i8, 
following  an  extended  period  of  failing  health,  through  all 
of  which,  to  the  very  last,  he  attended  to  the  work  under 
his  charge  with  courage  and  good  cheer. 

His  loyalty  to  this  organization  was  of  the  highest  quality 
and  his  purpose  always  was  to  have  the  matters  under  his 
supervision  handled  on  a  par  with  the  best.  He  never  spared 
effort  to  master  thoroughly  and  exactly  the  many  problems 
that  came  to  his  attention.  He  displayed  rare  ability  in 
systematizing  his  work  and  the  many  methods  and  devices 
so  successfully  in  use  in  the  treasurer's  office  are  the  product 
of  his  mind  and  initiative. 

Of  a  most  genial  and  sunny  temperament,  he  had  a  fund 
of  anecdotes  which  helped  to  smooth  out  many  a  hard  task 
and  to  inject  into  an  ordinary  day's  work  that  spirit  of 
enthusiasm  and  cheer  that  was  so  peculiarly  his.  The  many 
young  men,  who  from  time  to  time  came  under  his  influ- 
ence, never  failed  to  express  their  appreciation  of  the  valu- 
able training  they  received  under  him  and  of  the  example  he 
set  them  of  a  prudent  and  frugal  mode  of  life. 

Mr.  Sheridan  entered  this  organization  in  1906.  In  1908 
he  was  appointed  cashier  of  the  Management  Association, 
and  in  191 1,  there  was  added  to  his  duties,  the  position  of 
cashier  of  the  companies  under  our  management.  The 
feeling  of  personal  loss  to  those  closely  associated  with  him 
is  the  strongest  evidence  of  the  affectionate  part  that  he 
played  in  their  daily  business  lives. 
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l^he  managers  of  the  companies  operated  by  Stone  &  Webster y  Inc.y 
write  to  the  Management  Division  of  Stone  &  Webster  about  the  first  of 
each  month  with  reference  to  conditions  in  their  respective  localities 
during  the  preceding  month.  A  digest  of  these  letters  is  published  each 
month  in  the  Stone  6?  Webster  Journal. 

General  Notes 

The  Francis  J.  Hovey  Fund  is  now  completed  and  amounts  to  |5,ooo.  Trustees 
will  be  appointed  to  administer  this  fund  which  will  probably  be  invested  to 
secure  an  annuity  to  be  devoted  to  the  foundation  of  a  scholarship  in  soi^ie  edu- 
cational institution. 

Mr.  C.  F.  W.  Wetterer  is  making  a  trip  to  Georgia. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Manning,  of  the  Engineering  Division,  has  returned  from  a  trip 
through  Canada. 

Mr.  M.  L.  Sperrv,  Mr.  A.  C.  Klein  and  Mr.  H.  Vittinohoff  attended  the 
convention  of  the  American  Gas  Association  at  Atlantic  City  during  October. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bissell,  division  auditor,  is  visiting  the  companies  on  the  Pacific 
Coast. 

Responses  from  120  competitors  in  the  advertising  contest,  submitting  approx- 
imately 800  advertisements,  have  been  received.  This  welcome,  but  unexpected, 
volume,  may  somewhat  delay  the  judges  in  making  their  awards. 

Mr.  a.  a.  Northrop  has  recently  presented  the  moving  picture  of  and  lectured 
on  the  Caribou  Development  before  the  following  organizations:  September  18, 
Western  Society  of  Engineers,  Chicago;  September  19,  Buffalo  Men's  Club; 
September  26,  Albany  (N.  Y.)  Society  of  Engineers;  October  4,  Washington 
(D.  C.)  Society  of  Engineers,  and  October  5,  Consulting  Engineers'  Club  of  Plain- 
field,  N.  J.  Mr.  Northrop  has  personally  given  this  lecture  before  16,000  people 
and  the  International  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  presented  it  to  34,000.  This  film  and  paper, 
translated  into  Portugese,  has  been  recently  presented  to  the  International  En- 
gineers Congress  at  Rio  Janeiro.  It  has  been  given  before  the  Imperial  University 
at  Tokyo,  Japan,  and  the  interest  in  it  has  brought  inquiries  from  as  f4r  away  as 
Southern   India. 

Mr.  H.  a.  Hageman,  of  the  Engineering  Division,  has  been  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  in  connection  with  the  water  wheels  for  the  Flat  Rock  and  Green  Island 
developments  under  construction  for  Mr.  Henry  Ford. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr.  Timothy  Daly  of  Brighton,  Mass.,  in 
October.  He  was  the  father  of  Mr.  David  Daly,  district  manager  of  the  Middle 
West  District. 

Mr.  T.  L.  Small,  manager  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Electric  Company,  has  suffered 
bereavement  by  the  death  of  a  daughter. 

Mr.  Carl  Andren,  formerly  purchasing  agent  for  Stone  &  Webster,  died  on 
October  15. 

Mr.  Aubrey  E.  Beattie  has  been  transferred  from  the  Statistics  Department 
to  the  Cape  Breton  Electric  Company. 

Mr.  Edgar  L.  Granau  has  bc^n  transferred  to  the  Woonsocket  Division  and 
Mr.  William  V.  Houck  to  the  Pawtucket  Division  of  the  Blackstone  Valley 
Gas  and  Electric  Company.  Both  from  the  Statistics  Department. 

Mr.  W.  B.  McGorum  has  been  transferred  from  the  Statistics  Department 
to  the  Key  West  Electric  Company. 
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Messrs.  Puiup  L.  Alden,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  1922;  David 
D.  Jacobus,  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology,  1921,  and  Paul  D.  Stuart,  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology,  1922,  have  entered  the  Statistics  Department. 

Mr.  David  J.  Finn,  of  the  Statistics  Department,  who  has  been  on  leave  of 
absence  since  June  i,  1922,  has  returned  to  the  office. 

Mr.  J.  E.  SjosTROM  has  joined  the  forces  of  the  Treasurer's  office. 

All  the  arrangements  for  the  annual  dinner  of  the  BULLkoney  CLUB,  held  at 
the  Exchange  Club,  Boston,  Mass.,  October  9,  1922,  were  in  charge  of  the  follow- 
ing committees,  made  up  of  members  of  the  club  and  of  the  Boston  office  force: 

General  CommitUe — Walter  H.  Burke,  Chairman;  John  H.  Bissell,  Nathan  H. 
Daniels,  Henry  A.  Lemmon,  Carl  E.  Weber,  Jr.,  Ralph  H.  Williams,  Edward  F. 
Flynn. 

Stunts  Committee — Ralph  H.  Williams,  Chairman;  Fred  J.  Babcock,  Leonard 
B.  Buchanan,  Walter  H.  Burke,  Nathan  H.  Daniels,  Fred  H.  Famham,  Henry  A. 
Lemmon,  Warren  W.  Loomis,  John  L.  Ober,  Hans  VittinghofF,  Philip  L.  Warren. 

Music  Committee — ^John  H.  Bissell,  Chairman;  John  J.  Cronan. 

Souvenir  Menu  Booklet  Committee — Carl  E.  Weber,  Jr.,  Chairman;  Donald  C. 
Jewett,  May  land  H.  Morse. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  BULLkoney  CLUB  was  held  in  Boston,  Mass., 
October  12,  1922,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President,  Edward  F.  Flynn,  Boston,  Mass.;  Secretary,  Captain  James  Francis 
McLaughlin,  El  Paso,  Tex. 

The  following  members  of  the  BULLkoney  CLUB  were  unavoidably  prevented 
from  being  of  the  group  in  the  photograph  taken  on  the  roof  of  147  Milk  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  October  14,  1922: 

Jack  G.  Holtzclaw,  Captain  James  Francis  McLaughlin,  Secretary;  Edward  T. 
Steel,  Philip  L.  Warren,  William  E.  Wood. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  October  25 

The  Standard  Oil  Company  is  running  at  its  capacity,  and  construction  work  is 
still  under  way  to  increase  the  facilities  of  the  plant  and  to  increase  the  capacity  of 
the  pipe  lines  to  the  plant.  Other  industries  appear  to  be  operating  at  a  normal  rate. 

Wholesalers  and  retailers  in  all  lines  report  excellent  business  for  this  time  of 
year,  and  are  looking  forward  to  a  normal  winter  business. 

Railway  earnings  for  the  month  of  October  to  date  are  running  about  even  ^th 
^he  estimate.  The  power  station  output  and  the  gas  send-out  are  both  running  about 
even  with  the  estimate. 

The  real  estate  market  continues  to  be  very  quiet  and  there  is  no  new  building  of 
importance  going  on  at  the  present  time. 

Labor  continues  plentiful  and  reasonable  in  price,  and  there  is  no  great  amoimt  of 
unemployment. 

Mr.  T.  L.  Small,  manager,  was  elected  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
at  a  meeting  held  on  Monday,  October  16. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Lopez  has  been  transferred  from  the  accounting  department  to  sales- 
man in  the  commercial  department. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Sharpless,  chief  engineer  of  the  Pensacola  Electric  Company,  is 
spending  his  vacation  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lawton,  student  engineer  of  the  Pensacola  Electric  Company,  is 
spending  his  vacation  with  his  parents  on  Florida  Street. 

Mr.  S.  H.  Breed  of  the  managers'  office  is  enjoying  a  vacation. 
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Mr.  B.  L.  Calvert,  of  the  line  department,  was  married  on  Saturday,  October 
14,  to  Miss  Geraldine  Clayton  in  Natchez,  Mississippi. 

Miss  Edwika  Ratblle  of  the  gas  department,  Mr.  Ralph  Loveland  of  the 
commercial  department,  Mr.  A.  G.  Delaroderie  of  the  electric  trouble  depart- 
ment and  Mr.  O.  B.  Steele,  storekeeper,  attended  the  national  meeting  of  the 
American  Legion,  which  was  held  in  New  Orleans,  the  latter  part  of  October. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  V.  K.  Fitch  announce  the  birth  of  a  son,  Thomas  Small,  on 
Monday,  October  16. 

Beaumont,  Tex.  October  25 

Local  manufacturing  industries  have  been  reporting  favorable  conditions  during 
September,  and  for  the  most  part  are  booked  ahead  on  a  fair  amount  of  work.  The 
refineries  have  been  operating  on  practically  a  capacity  basis.  Shipping  has  also 
held  up  excellently. 

General  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  a  slight  improvement  in  business, 
but  not  the  active  improvement  which  they  had  anticipated.  Conditions  may  be 
said  to  be  quietly  active. 

The  company's  business  has  been  showing  a  steady  growth  and  particularly  in  the 
light  and  power  division.  Railway  earnings  have,  for  the  most  part,  paralleled  those 
of  the  retail  trades,  but  light  and  power  has  shown  an  excellent  growth,  largely  the 
consumption  of  current  by  small  light  and  power  customers  on  a  high  revenue  basis, 
which  more  than  offsets  any  decrease  in  power  sales.  For  the  last  several  months, 
however,  power  sales  have  exceeded  last  year. 

During  September,  real  estate  and  building  activities  maintained  their  wonted 
high  mark. 

Labor  has  been  well  taken  care  of  in  Jefferson  County  for  practically  all  of  this 
year,  and  whenever  there  has  been  a  surplus  it  has  been  absorbed  without  any 
serious  effort. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Townseno,  manager,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  daughter,  returned 
on  the  nineteenth,  from  a  vacation  spent  in  Maine.  While  away,  Mr.  Townseno 
attended  the  annual  Stone  &  Webster  managers'  convention  held  in  Boston  from 
October  9  to  12,  inclusive. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Tabor,  of  the  engineering  division,  arrived  in  Beaumont  on  October 
24  in  connection  with  preliminary  plans  for  the  extension  of  the  Beaumont  office 
building. 

During  September  and  October  the  company  has  been  building  a  street  railway 
extension  from  the  end  of  Magnolia  car  line  to  the  new  site  of  the  South  Texas 
State  Fair  Association,  a  distance  of  about  i  ,800  feet.  The  city  has  co-operated  with 
the  Fair  Association  this  year  in  the  erection  of  permanent  buildings  for  this  annual 
fair  for  Southeast  Texas. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Robinson,  of  the  railway  department,  went  to  Houston  on  October  21 
to  take  the  Shrine. 

Mr.  F.  Rohwedder,  who  has  been  with  the  company  in  the  capacity  of  train- 
man since  1913,  resigned  his  position  to  go  in  the  dairy  business. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Townseno,  Mr.  P.  M.  Miller  and  Mr.  R.  G.  Tabor,  went  to  Galves- 
ton on  October  25,  and  expect  to  return  in  Mr.  Townseno's  car.  They  will  stop 
over  in  Houston  to  see  Mr.  Bradley,  district  manager. 

Belunoham,  Wash.,  October  22 

Lumber  prices  are  still  firm  and  all  of  the  cargo  mills  are  running  at  full  capacity, 
while  some  of  the  smaller  that  depend  on  rail  shipments  are  closed.  The  Morrison 
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Mill  has  taken  off  their  night  crew  in  the  box  factory  and  will  start  night  shifts 
in  their  saw  milL 

The  cement  mills  are  operating  at  capacity,  although  handicapped  for  lack  of 
cars.  The  fish  season  is  now  over  and  all  of  the  canneries  report  a  much  better 
pack  than  last  year.  The  Bellingham  Coal  Mine  is  running  a  night  shift  and  with 
their  increased  production  is  trying  to  build  up  the  retail  trade  in  this  city  by 
advertising.  A  new  jig  washer  has  been  installed  and  it  is  claimed  the  ash  content 
is  materially  cut  down.  The  oat  crop  in  Skagit  County  was  very  good  considering 
that  the  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  was  unfavorable.  The  crop  aver- 
aged close  to  100  bushels  an  acre.  The  pea  crop  in  the  Sumas  Valley  was  very  good 
and  is  bringing  |6o  per  ton. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  and  the  opening  of  the  Normal  School 
the  retail  merchants  are  doing  a  very  good  business.  Employment  is  very  easy  to 
get  and  the  clothing  merchants  are  willing  to  give  credit  to  almost  anyone.  Whole- 
sale groceries  and  staples  sold  very  well  during  the  harvest  period. 

Bank  deposits  in  Bellingham  for  the  last  three  months  show  an  increase  of  approx- 
imately 1300,000  over  the  previous  three  months.  Clearings  are  also  increasing. 

Interurban  passenger  earnings  are  slightly  better  than  last  month.  The  number 
of  through  tickets  to  Seattle  and  Everett  were  the  same,  but  local  business  and 
the  sale  of  school  rickets  show  an  increase. 

The  sale  of  weekly  passes  on  the  city  lines  is  pracdcally  the  same.  The  average 
number  of  rides  per  week  is  sdll  the  same  and  the  transfers  have  not  shown  the 
expected  decrease.  Weather  conditions  have  been  favorable  to  automobile  owners 
so  far  this  fall  and  no  increase  in  passes  from  this  source  can  be  expected  until  the 
rains  start. 

Freight  earnings  on  the  interurban  are  smaller  due  to  the  lack  of  cars.  The 
Edison  Shingle  Company  is  closed  while  the  Clear  Lake  Lumber  Company  is 
getting  most  of  its  cars  from  the  Canadian  Pacific  in  care  of  the  Northern  Pacific. 
The  Clear  Lake  Lumber  Company  is  now  shipping  via  their  own  line  to  North 
Mt.  Vernon  and  from  there  to  Anacortes  over  the  Great  Northern,  where  they  ship 
by  water.  Most  of  the  oat  crop  was  moved  by  truck  to  Mt.  Vernon  and  shipped  by 
water,  instead  of  by  rail  over  our  line. 

It  is  still  too  early  to  see  the  effects  of  the  reduction  in  lighting  rates.  However 
for  September  the  residential  lighting  showed  an  increase  of  approximately  15 
per  cent,  but  commercial  power  decreased  the  same  amount.  Reductions  in  the 
suburban  lighting  rates  have  been  authorized  for  November  i.  This  was  made 
necessary  by  the  reduction  in  Bellingham. 

Gas  earnings  are  practically  the  same  as  last  month. 

Building  permits  are  still  much  higher  than  last  year  due  to  the  increased  de- 
mand for  residence  and  modem  business  buildings.  Several  old  buildings  on  North 
Elk  Street  near  the  new  Interurban-Stage  Union  Depot  are  being  torn  down  and 
new  structures  will  replace  them.  The  reconstruction  of  Holly  Street  viaduct  is 
well  under  way  as  well  as  several  extensive  paving  jobs. 

Work  is  very  plentiful  in  Bellingham  and  the  surrounding  towns,  although  the 
harvest  season  is  over.  The  union  plumbers  have  asked  for  an  increase  of  %\  per 
day  in  order  to  bring  the  local  scale  up  to  that  of  other  cities  of  the  Northwest. 

Manager  H.  B.  Sewall  left  Bellingham  on  October  i,  to  attend  the  convention 
of  the  American  Electrical  Railway  Association  at  Chicago  and  the  managers' 
meeting  at  Boston.  John  Hickok,  railway  superintendent,  has  been  in  charge 
during  Mr.  Sewall 's  absence. 
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R.  W.  LiNDLET,  asdstant  sales  manager,  spent  October  3,  14  and  20,  in  Seattle 
at  the  division  offices  determining  the  new  suburban  lighting  rates. 

Ma.  F.  W.  BaowNBLL,  comptroller  of  the  Puget  Sound  district,  was  in  Belling- 
ham,  October  4  and  17. 

John  Hickok,  railway  superintendent,  and  C.  C.  Coates,  assistant,  accompanied 
by  some  of  the  car  men,  went  to  Tacoma  on  October  5,  to  inspect  the  interurban 
car  that  will  be  used  by  this  division.  They  returned  the  following  day. 

C.  E.  Stroop,  assistant  treasurer,  spent  the  week-end  of  October  7,  in  Seattle. 

Ma.  £.  H.  Thomas,  publicity  agent  of  the  Puget  Sound  District,  was  in  Bell- 
ingham,  October  9,  superintending  the  announcement  of  the  reductions  in  subur- 
ban lighting  rates. 

Ma.  Jack  Ruppe,  chief  storekeeper  of  the  district,  came  to  Bellingham  and 
disposed  of  the  obsolete  stock  in  the  storeroom. 

Ed.  L.  Noyes,  purchasing  agent,  attended  the  standardization  meeting  at 
Everett,  on  October  18.  All  purchasing  agents  and  storekeepers  of  the  district 
were  there  with  the  exception  of  our  storekeeper,  J.  H.  Heyser. 

Ma.  D.  N.  King,  insurance  agent  from  the  Seattle  office,  spent  October  18  to 
20  in  Bellingham  checking  the  insurance  of  this  office. 

Brockton,  Mass.,  October  23 

Continued  improvement  is  shown  in  the  shoe  business,  the  manufacturers  report- 
ing steady  business,  although  not  yet  up  to  capacity.  Other  industries  are  apparently 
active,  especially  the  rubber  trade,  and  favorable  reports  are  received  from  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade. 

The  company's  business  is  in  good  condition.  Daily  loads  and  output  show  a 
healthy  increase,  and  new  business  is  coming  in  at  a  very  satisfactory  rate,  254 
addirional  customers  having  been  taken  on  in  the  last  thirty  days. 

Business  in  the  building  trades  continues  active.  There  were  121  permits  issued 
during  the  month  of  September,  with  a  total  valuation  of  187,091.  The  local  men 
interested  in  real  estate  who  have  organized  a  housing  corporation  have  purchased 
land  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  and  intend  to  build  well  constructed,  moderate 
priced  houses  to  sell  for  cash  or  on  easy  terms. 

The  1922  tax  warrant  has  been  issued  and  calls  for  approximately  ^2,400,000  in 
taxes. 

Work  on  the  Centre  Street  and  City  Hall  Avenue  extensions  is  progressing 
rapidly.  Permanent  paving  is  now  being  laid  in  City  Hall  Avenue;  it  is  quite  prob- 
able, however,  that  the  work  of  permanent  paving  on  Centre  Street  extension  will  be 
delayed  until  spring. 

Labor  is  fairly  well  occupied,  and  the  wage  situadon  remains  quiet,  although  in 
some  of  the  shoe  crafts  the  question  of  wages  is  being  discussed  between  the  manu- 
facturers and  the  unions. 

The  annual  Brockton  Fair  was  held  early  in  the  month,  and  final  figures  show  a 
total  attendance  of  245,200  for  the  five  days,  with  total  gate  receipts  of  1193,00a 

Mr.  Howard  Randall  has  resumed  his  duties  as  head  meter  reader  after  an  ill- 
ness which  confined  him  to  his  home  for  several  weeks. 

Mr.  Wiluam  W.  Brennan  has  been  transferred  from  the  engineering  depart- 
ment to  the  Whitman  office,  where  he  will  act  as  general  agent  of  the  company  in 
the  towns  of  Whitman,  Hanson  and  Pembroke. 

Miss  Minnie  Pearson  resigned  her  duties  as  cashier  on  the  first  of  the  month, 
to  prepare  for  her  marriage  which  will  take  place  on  October  27.  Her  posirion  b 
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being  filled  by  Miss  Doris  Bealb,  who  was  transferred  from  the  accounting 
department. 

Miss  Hazel  Copbland  has  returned  from  a  vacation,  part  of  which  was  ^3ent  in 
the  White  Mounuins  and  part  at  Brant  Rock. 

Miss  Mary  Kekdrioan  is  spending  a  vacation  at  North  Conway,  N.  H.,  and 
Miss  Irbnb  White  is  at  Atlantic  City  for  a  week. 

Miss  Marie  MacDomald  has  taken  a  position  as  stenographer  in  the  accounting 
department;  Miss  Liluan  Johnson  as  clerk  in  the  distribution  department,  and 
Miss  Mary  Crehan  as  clerk  in  the  conunerdal  department. 

Columbus,  Ga.,  October  24 

All  the  textile  mills  are  now  operating  on  full  time  schedule.  They  report  a  fair 
number  of  orders  ahead.  The  outlook  in  the  textile  industry  here  for  the  next  three 
months  is  excellent. 

The  Government's  estimate  shows  that  the  number  of  bales  of  cotton  produced  in 
Georgia  for  1923  will  be  close  to  910,00a 

The  past  month  has  not  seen  any  large  building  projects  started,  but  the  number 
of  homes  that  are  being  built  throughout  the  city  has  kept  the  local  planing  mills 
and  lumber  yards  well  supplied  with  business. 

The  Central  of  Georgia  Railway  has  discontinued  the  mixed  freight  and  passen- 
ger train  which  they  have  been  running  between  Columbus  and  Americus,  and  plan 
to  install  an  additional  passenger  service  between  these  two  places.  In  addition  to 
this  fast  freight  service  will  be  given  between  the  two  towns.  The  September  busi- 
ness showed  a  50  per  cent  increase  over  the  September  of  a  year  ago. 

All  lines  of  business  are  showing  increased  activity.  Retail  business  here  has  been 
greatly  benefited  during  the  month.  Two  factors  have  contributed  to  thb,  one  being 
the  arrival  of  officers  at  Fort  Benning  and  the  other  the  Chattahoochee  Valley  Fair, 
which  was  held  for  a  period  of  a  week. 

Smith  Clothing  Company,  which  is  exclusively  a  men's  furnishing  store,  opened 
up  in  their  new  location  last  week.  The  Georgia  Grocery  Company,  which  is  a 
combination  retail  and  wholesale  grocery  company,  recently  moved  into  their  new 
location  at  Second  Avenue  and  Twelfth  Street. 

Local  cotton  warehouses  report  a  lively  movement  of  thb  year's  crop,  and  the 
price  is  high  enough  to  allow  the  farmers  to  cancel  the  greater  part  of  their  old  debts. 

The  improved  conditions  here  are  well  reflected  by  the  increased  activity  in  auto 
sales.  The  majority  of  all  industrial  plants  here  are  operating  on  full  time.  A  fiew 
continue  to  operate  on  part  time,  but  give  as  a  reason  for  thb  their  inability  to 
obtain  materiab  on  account  of  the  recent  tie-up  in  transportation. 

With  the  improved  conditions  of  the  textile  industry  our  output  of  power  has 
naturally  increased.  The  sale  of  wholesale  power  within  the  last  two  weeks  is  very 
noticeable.  We  believe  all  danger  of  a  curtailment  is  over,  and  the  earnings  for  next 
month  should  show  a  good  gain  even  over  our  revised  estimates.  The  improved  con- 
ditions are  reflected  in  our  reuil  light  and  power  department.  The  gas  department 
receipts  are  now  beginning  to  show  a  small  increase,  and  with  the  increased  send-out, 
due  primarily  to  the  cooler  weather  now  prevailing,  this  department  will  no  doubt 
begin  to  improve. 

The  City  Commissioners  have  notified  us  of  their  intention  to  widen  the  parking 
space  on  First  Avenue  between  Thirteenth  and  Fifteenth  Streets.  This  will  necessi- 
tate the  resetting  of  our  trolley  poles  in  this  section.  The  estimated  expense  to  do  this 
work  will  be  1 1,000. 
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A  140,000  addition  is  to  be  constructed  to  the  Wynnton  School.  Finances  for  this 
improvement  will  be  provided  by  the  issue  of  six  per  cent  bonds. 

The  Chamber  of  G>mmerce  is  strongly  behind  a  movement  to  float  a  |i,ooo/X)0 
bond  issue  which  will  be  used  for  paving  the  roads  in  Muscogee  G)unty,  and  to 
provide  an  adequate  sewer  system  and  school  facilities  in  G>lumbus.  The  idea  is 
to  have  the  bonds  voted  jointly  by  the  city  of  G>lumbus  and  Muscogee  county. 
A  committee  has  been  appointed  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  confer  with  the 
City  Conunissioners  to  perfect  some  plan  of  action. 

The  local  supply  of  day  laborers  is  fiiUy  equal  to  the  demand.  The  large  amount  of 
construction  which  has  been  going  on  here  during  the  summer  has  required  more 
skilled  laborers  than  could  be  found  locally.  Lumber  mills  have  increased  their  labor 
forces,  and  the  Chero-Cola  and  Coca-Cola  Bottling  Companies  have  also  added  to 
their  forces. 

While  October  has  been  a  comparatively  dry  month,  several  rains  occurred  which 
improved  the  river  flow  enough  to  do  away  with  the  danger  of  curtailment. 

Mr.  B.  T.  Lonoino,  general  superintendent,  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Patterson,  sales 
manager,  have  returned  from  a  trip  to  Savannah  where  they  attended  the  Kiwanis 
convention.  Columbus  b  to  have  the  Kiwanis  Intersute  Convention  next  year. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Harding,  manager,  reports  an  enjoyable  time  at  the  managers'  con- 
vention held  in  Boston  during  the  early  part  of  October. 

The  employees  of  thb  company  recently  constructed  a  volley  ball  court  and  ex- 
pect to  organize  both  a  volley  ball  and  a  basket  ball  team  which  will  compete  with 
teams  horn  the  different  textile  mills  here. 

Mr.  Henry  B.  Crawforp,  city  manager,  has  resigned  to  accept  a  more  remuner- 
ative position  with  an  eastern  construction  company. 

A  Hallowe'en  party  is  to  be  given  by  the  Electric  City  Benefit  Association  here  on 
October  31  at  Wildwood  Park. 

Mr.  M.  J.  Fox,  our  purchasing  agent,  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Clarke,  superintendent  of 
distribution,  were  in  Florida  the  early  part  of  October  where  they  purchased  400 
white  cedar  poles  for  use  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  telephone  line  between  Goat 
Rock  and  Columbus. 

Mrs.  Harding,  wife  of  our  manager,  was  very  ill  for  nearly  ten  days  this  month 
but  she  is  now  much  better. 

Mr.  a.  M.  Spencer,  foreman  of  the  gas  plant,  has  practically  recovered  from  in- 
juries  which  he  received  by  the  explosion  at  the  plant,  and  expects  to  be  back  on  the 
job  regulariy  within  the  next  few  days. 

Mr.  Hans  Vittinohoff  paid  us  a  visit  during  the  month.  He  was  here  in  con- 
nection with  the  repairs  which  will  be  undertaken  at  the  gas  plant  as  a  result  of  the 
recent  explosion. 

El  Paso,  Tex.  October  24 

There  has  been  no  change  in  business  conditions  as  compared  with  last  month,  all 
local  industries  operating  below  normal. 

Wholesale  and  retail  business  is  reported  to  be  far  from  satisfactory,  with  collec 
tionsslow. 

Business  with  the  company  continues  quiet  with  the  qudook  for  the  future  some- 
what uncertain. 

Building  as  compared  with  last  month  has  fallen  off,  permits  for  August  totaling 
1250,855  and  for  September  1226,714,  covering  in  most  part  bungalows. 

Due  to  the  slump  in  building  activities,  there  b  some  unemployment  among 
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skilled  and  common  labor  although  the  local  railroad  shops  are  reported  to  be 
increasing  their  forces. 

Mr.  R.  O.  Hucel,  assistant  treasurer,  has  returned  fix>m  a  bumness  trip  to  the 
Boston  office. 

M.  H.  FuEY,  day  dispatcher,  and  wife,  have  returned  from  their  vacations.  They 
visited  Cleveland,  Chicago  and  other  points  east. 

Miss  N.  R.  Moss,  bill  clerk,  has  returned  from  her  vacation  which  was  spent  at 
Cloudcroft. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Red,  chief  meter  reader,  is  enjoying  a  two  wedu'  vacation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  T.  Burnham  announce  the  birth  of  a  son,  Thomas,  Junior,  on 
September  21. 

Mr.  Alba  H.  Warren,  manager,  is  in  Boston  attending  a  meeting  of  all  the 
managers  and  district  managers  of  the  Stone  &  Webster  Companies. 

On  September  16  a  company  picnic  was  held  at  Washington  Park  between  2.00 
and  8.00  pjbf.  There  were  from  350  to  400  people  present  which  was  the  largest 
gathering  of  company  folks  in  the  history  of  the  company.  There  was  plenty  to  eat, 
together  with  amusements  of  all  kinds  which  made  it  a  big  success. 

Horace  Hart  and  Miss  Mary  Lou  Tucker  suprised  their  many  friends  by 
being  quietly  married  Friday  night,  October  6,  at  Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico.  Mr. 
Hart  has  been  on  the  operating  force  at  the  power  plant  two  and  one  half  years. 

A  big  game  hunting  party  left  El  Paso  on  September  22  for  the  mountains  in 
Southwestern  Chihuahua  and  returned  on  Saturday,  October  7.  The  party  included 
J.  £.  Lawless,  master  mechanic,  F.  B.  Scurlock,  superintendent  transportation, 
C.  T.  Woods,  clerk,  J.  £.  Beavins,  trainman,  J.  C.  Porter,  trainman,  W.  £.  Crow, 
bridge  toll  collector,  and  Tobe  H.  Walters,  line  foreman.  The  party  travded  by 
rail  from  £1  Paso  to  Colonia  Dublan,  Mexico,  and  then  by  horseback  to  the  moun- 
tains. They  spent  four  days  in  the  saddle  before  they  reached  the  big  game  country 
where  deer,  turkey,  bear  and  lion  were  plentiful  as  well  as  mountain  trout,  weighing 
around  a  pound  and  a  half. 

Miss  Alta  Skidmore,  stenographer  in  the  engineering  division,  was  married  on 
October  7  to  Mr.  A.  B.  Coates  of  the  Buick  Motor  Company. 

Mrs.  Nora  Pooue,  of  the  lighting  superintendent's  office,  has  been  the  recipient 
of  a  number  of  entertainments  since  the  announcement  of  her  engagement  to  Mr. 
Walter  Banner  of  the  accounting  department.  The  wedding  is  to  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  October  24.  Two  delightful  showers  were  given  in  her  honor  on  Saturday, 
October  14;  one  in  the  afternoon  by  Mrs.  £.  M.  Hunter  and  Mrs.  F.  H.  Patter- 
son at  the  latter's  home  on  Mountain  Avenue,  and  the  other  in  the  evening  by 
Miss  Kathryn  Rachal  and  Mrs.  Rbba  Murray  at  their  home  on  Oxford  Street. 
Another  very  pretty  party  and  shower  was  given  on  October  21  by  Mrs.  R  L 
Wambeam  and  Miss  Ada  Goff  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Wambeam  in  the  Sterling 
Apartments. 

Miss  Verna  Caviness  is  taking  the  place  of  Miss  Addie  Kerr,  as  stenographer, 
in  the  commercial  department. 

Miss  Kerr  has  been  transferred  to  the  lighting  superintendent's  office. 

Mr.  Albert  T.  Kunz,  editor  of  **Cacius  Points**  is  spending  his  vacation  among 
friends  and  relatives  in  Houston. 

Everett,  Wash.,  October  23 

The  cumulative  effect  of  the  car  shortage  is  being  felt  very  severely  at  the 
present  time  and  during  the  last  three  weeks  it  is  having  a  decided  effect  upon 
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the  lumber  industry.  Although  the  railroad  shops  in  this  section  of  the  country 
have  procured  practically  all  the  help  necessary,  except  engine  repairmen,  the 
effect  of  several  months  of  a  partial  repair  force  has  been  to  place  the  bad  order 
cars  upon  the  siding  with  the  hope  of  making  repairs  at  a  later  date.  They  now 
have  accumulated  to  such  an  extent  that  the  mills  in  this  district  are  only  receiving 
approximately  lo  per  cent  of  their  demand  for  cars.  As  a  consequence  almost  every 
shingle  mill  in  the  district  has  been  forced  to  close  and  one  inland  mill,  the  Rucker 
Mill  at  Lake  Stevens,  manufacturing  fir  lumber  has  closed  also,  the  Snoqualmie 
Falls  mill  is  only  operating  four  days  per  week.  Unless  this  shortage  can  be  eradi- 
cated soon  probably  most  of  the  mills  in  Everett  will  be  forced  to  dose.  The  fir 
mills,  which  are  still  operating,  report  their  production  is  a  small  percentage  above 
normal.  However,  recently  the  export  business  has  fallen  off  quite  considerably 
due  to  the  exchange  rates,  and  the  export  business  which  has  been  going  to  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  has  been  transferred  to  British  G>lumbia,  which  is  making 
their  mills  quite  prosperous.  The  demand  from  Japan  has  fallen  off  severely,  due 
to  either  internal  troubles  or  to  heavy  buying  during  the  early  part  of  1922.  Smaller 
shipments  are  also  being  made  to  the  west  coast  of  South  America.  A  local  lum- 
bennan  states  that  probably  the  export  shipments  from  Everett  during  the  last 
six  months  of  1922  will  only  be  one-half  of  those  made  during  the  first  six  months. 
Tlic  Weyerhaeuser  Timber  Company  continue  heavy  shipments  to  its  wholesale 
yard  at  Baltimore. 

Local  wholesale  hardware  merchants  report  that  despite  the  car  shortage  the 
mills  and  logging  industry  are  buying  as  heavily  as  they  have  during  the  past 
eight  or  nine  months^  and  thb  particular  wholesale  business  is  in  a  very  prosperous 
condition  at  the  present  time  and  they  feel  very  confident  of  a  continuance  of  the 
present  prosperous  condition  at  least  for  six  months  more. 

The  wholesale  grocers  report  trade  also  excellent.  The  retail  merchants  report 
satisfactory  trade  and  a  slight  improvement  in  the  sale  of  luxuries. 

The  interurban  traffic  continues  satisfactory  and  according  to  the  last  daily 
earnings  report  the  entire  line  from  Bellingham  to  Seattle  shows  an  increase  in 
gross  over  the  preceding  period  for  last  year  of  42.1  per  cent.  City  line  receipts  for 
the  first  17  days  of  October  show  a  decrease  of  1  per  cent.  When  allowance  has 
been  made  for  the  loss  of  Snohomish  line  earnings  the  city  lines  show  an 
increase  of  10  per  cent. 

Actual  connection  of  customers  on  the  new  Lake  Stevens,  Home  Acres  and 
Marysville  extension  is  proceeding  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  current  was 
turned  on  in  this  extension  during  the  past  month  and  at  present  91  cut-ins  have 
been  run.  The  payments  necessary  by  the  customers  are  coming  in  satisfactorily. 

Residence  building  continues  practically  the  same  as  during  the  summer  period. 
Several  business  buildings  are  under  construction  either  for  repairs  or  for  new 
construction. 

Fall  River,  Mass.,  October  19 

Conditions  in  the  local  cotton  cloth  market  are  improving  with  rising  prices  and 
active  demand  for  goods.  General  business  is  fairly  good  though  not  as  active  as  the 
merchants  would  like. 

Sales  of  gas  appliances  are  greater  than  ever  before  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The 
September  sales  of  gas  ranges  having  been  only  slightly  exceeded  in  one  month  pre- 
viously during  the  year.  It  looks  as  if  October  sales  would  be  greater  than  for  any 
month  for  several  years  and  the  largest  for  October  in  our  history. 
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There  is  much  building  going  on  though  probably  not  as  many  new  houses  being 
started  now  as  earlier  in  the  season.  This  is  due  probably  in  part  to  the  season  of  the 
year  and  in  part  to  the  higher  prices  of  building  materials  and  building  labor. 

The  Moore  G>ntainer  G>rporation  has  just  bought  the  plant  of  the  old  Cote 
Piano  G>mpany  and  is  raising  $300,000  of  capital  in  this  dty  to  manufacture  paper 
containers  of  all  kinds. 

At  the  present  time  there  seems  to  be  a  decided  labor  shortage  in  this  dty,  not 
only  of  building  mechanics  but  even  of  common  labor.  The  dty  has  just  approp- 
riated another  $50,000  for  highway  work  with  the  result  that  their  activities 
will  continue  until  cold  weather. 

Mr.  Joseph  £.  Nute,  manager,  attended  the  managers'  convention  which  was 
held  in  Boston,  October  8  to  13,  and  was  a  guest  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
BULLkoney  CLUB  which  took  place  on  October  9  at  the  Exchange  Club. 

Mr.  F.  p.  Dexter,  assbtant  treasurer,  attended  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
BULLkoney  CLUB  hdd  at  the  Exchange  Club,  Boston,  October  9. 

Messrs.  Gilbert,  Eavenson  and  Dexter  visited  the  Providence  Gas  Company, 
Friday,  September  29,  relative  to  employees'  educational  work  and  matters  per- 
taining to  distribution  services. 

Miss  Evelyn  Porter  Storey,  cashier,  and  Mr.  Albert  G.  Pierce,  paymaster, 
were  married  on  October  7  and  spent  their  honeymoon  with  Mrs.  Pierces'  parents 
in  New  York  City. 

Mr.  James  F.  Dunn,  formerly  assistant  foreman  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas  Com- 
pany's meter  repair  shop,  has  recently  been  promoted  to  the  position  of  foreman  of 
the  meter  repair  shop  at  Fall  River. 

Mr.  James  F.  Cray  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  has  been  engaged  by  this  company  as 
foreman  of  the  fitting  shop  at  our  Fifth  Street  plant.  Mr.  Cray  has  been  for  deven 
years  employed  by  the  Greenfidd  Gas  Light  Company  as  fitter,  foreman  fitter  and 
salesman. 

A  meeting  of  the  Gas  Appliance  Testing  Committee,  condsdng  of  W.  K.  Eaven- 
son of  Fall  River  as  chairman,  W.  R.  Bell  of  Haverhill,  C.  L.  Kebbb  of  New  Lon- 
don, E.  S.  Roberts  of  Pawtucket  and  R.  Buckminster  of  Pawtucket,  hdd  at  Fall 
River  was  attended  by  Mr.  VirnNOHOFF  who  is  kindly  acting  in  the  capadty  of 
consulting  engineer.  There  were  also  present,  Mr.  Nute  of  Fall  River,  Mr.  Baker 
of  New  London  and  Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart  of  Fall  River  who  has  consented  to  serve 
as  advisory  engineer  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Howard  who  does  the  actual  testing  for  the 
committee.  After  some  discussion  and  criticism  of  the  work  already  done,  the  out- 
line for  future  work  was  carefully  gone  over  and  a  program  of  work  for  immediate 
consideration  was  drawn  up.  The  meeting  lasted  in  all  about  five  hours,  with  an  in- 
termission during  which  the  committee  was  taken  to  the  Quequechan  Qub  for 
lunch  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Dexter,  assistant  treasurer  at  Fall  River. 

Two  ball  games  were  played  between  the  Blackstone  Valley  Gas  &  Electric  Co., 
and  the  Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company,  the  first  one  on  October  7,  score  4  to  0, 
and  the  second  one  on  October  14  at  Pawtucket,  score  8  to  i,  both  in  favor  of  the 
Blackstone  Valley  Gas  &  Electric  Company. . 

Fort  Madison,  I  a.,  October  20 

The  Junkin  Paper  Mills  are  making  plans  to  carry  on  more  extensive  sales  of 
their  kraft  paper,  which  should  materially  increase  their  output. 

All  other  industries  are  operating  at  about  thdr  normal  capadty. 

Our  residence  lighting  is  showing  a  very  nice  increase  over  last  year,  due  largdy 
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to  the  number  of  new  houses  that  have  been  built,  and  the  old  houses  that  have 
been  wired. 

On  October  5,  6  and  7>  the  electrical  contractors  of  this  city,  together  with  our 
company,  held  a  very  successful  electric  show.  This  was  the  first  show  of  its  kind 
ever  held  in  this  city,  and  met  with  success  in  every  way. 

Mr.  Gilbert  E.  Lee  has  purchased  the  Florence  Hotel  and  will  operate  it  com- 
mencing November  i.  This  is  one  of  the  best  hotels  in  the  city  and,  with  Mr.  Lee 
managing,  it  should  prove  very  popular. 

The  building  located  at  714  Second  Street  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  John 
Larson,  who  is  manager  of  Larson's  Bakery.  In  the  Sunnyside  addition  there  has 
been  one  house  completed  and  three  new  houses  started  during  the  past  month. 

The  city  has  made  arrangements  to  widen  Santa  Fe  Avenue  in  order  to  take 
care  of  the  increased  traffic  which  this  street  has. 

The  cornerstone  for  the  new  high  school  was  laid  on  October  19,  with  appropriate 
exercises. 

A  heavy  frost  occurred  on  October  17  and  18. 

Mr.  p.  L  Robinson  left  for  Chicago  on  September  30,  where  he  attended  a 
hearing  on  rural  service  before  the  Illinois  Commerce  Commission.  From  Chicago 
Mr.  Robinson  went  to  Boston  for  the  annual  managers'  convention. 

Mr.  Clyde  C.  Buffum,  electric  superintendent,  was  married  on  October  18, 
to  Miss  Inez  Leona  Seifert,  of  Keokuk,  la.  We  are  all  waiting  their  return  from 
Chicago  to  give  them  our  best  wishes  and  a  royal  reception. 

Miss  Thbophiua  £.  Schmidt  is  spending  two  weeks  at  home. 

Mr.  Lester  Knapp,  of  Keokuk,  la.,  is  in  temporary  charge  of  the  lighting  de- 
partment during  Mr.  Robinson's  and  Mr.  Buffum's  absence. 

Mr.  Harry  Parks  attended  the  Hampshire  Pig  Club  picnic  at  Donnellson, 
la.,  on  October  19.  He  reports  having  a  fine  chicken  dinner. 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.  October  24 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  condition  of  local  industries  in  Fort 
Worth  and  vicinity  since  our  last  letter.  They  continue  to  show  a  fair  increase  in 
activities  over  last  year,  and,  while  they  are  not  doing  an  unusual  business,  the 
majority  of  them  report  that  they  are  very  well  satisfied  with  business  in  general. 

The  cattle  industry  is  gradually  working  itself  into  a  more  satisfactory  condition; 
the  market  for  the  past  month  has  shown  signs  of  strength,  and  cattle  shipments 
continue  to  show  an  increase  over  last  year. 

A  recent  bulletin  issued  by  the  Census  Bureau  of  the  United  States  officially  rated 
Fort  Worth  as  the  most  important  manufacturing  center  of  the  state.  According  to 
the  figures  of  this  report  Fort  Worth  leads  the  Southwest  in  the  total  value  of 
manufacturing  products  by  a  margin  of  139,139,000.  It  also  indicated  the  advan- 
tageous location  of  Fort  Worth  for  manufacturing  industries,  in  that  for  every 
115.00  spent  in  manufacturing  articles  only  |i  .00  was  spent  for  labor. 

The  retail  merchants  report  that  their  business  is  not  unusual,  but  at  the  same 
time  they  are  doing  a  fairly  good  business,  and  are  satisfied  with  the  outlook.  Their 
gross  business  is  showing  some  increase  over  last  year,  and  collections  are  holding  up 
very  well,  with  about  the  same  mcrease  over  last  year  as  reported  last  month;  that 
is,  approximately  i,^^  per  cent. 

The  W.  T.  Grant  Company  opened  a  store  in  Fort  Worth  during  the  month. 
They  operate  on  a  chain  store  system,  and  have  a  great  many  locations  over  the 
country.  They  specialize  on  25c,  50c  and  Ji.oo  articles,  and  operate  practically  on 
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the  same  basis  as  Kresge  &  Company,  and  other  5c  and  loc  stores.  They  attracted 
unusually  large  crowds  during  the  first  few  days  they  were  opened,  and  indications 
are  that  their  store  will  be  very  attractive  to  certain  classes  of  patronage. 

The  wholesale  business  is  in  very  good  condition  as  a  whole,  and  collections  are 
fairly  satisfactory.  From  what  we  can  learn,  the  wholesale  houses  are  all  in  good 
financial  condition,  and  are  optimistic  as  to  the  future  outlook. 

Earnings  on  the  city  division  for  the  first  20  days  of  October  were  practically  the 
same  as  the  first  20  days  of  the  previous  month,  and  approximately  5.5  per  cent  less 
than  for  the  same  period  last  year.  The  interurban  showed  considerable  increase 
over  the  same  period  last  month,  which,  of  course,  was  due  to  the  Dallas  Fair 
trafiSc.  Thb  division  is  showing  a  large  decrease  from  last  year  on  account  of  the 
Dallas  Fair  running  for  a  period  of  sixteen  days  last  year,  while  this  year  it  only  ran 
nine  days.  About  the  same  amount  of  trafiic  was  attracted  by  the  Fair  this  year  as 
was  for  the  first  nine  days  of  the  Fair  period  last  year. 

The  Tarrant  County  Traction  Company  is  showing  an  increase  over  last  year  of 
4.5  per  cent,  and  the  first  20  days  of  this  month  b  approximately  the  same  as  for  the 
same  period  last  month.  This  is  due,  we  believe,  to  improved  crops  over  last  year, 
and  also  the  financial  condition  of  this  territory  is  in  better  shape  thb  year. 

With  the  marketing  of  the  cotton  crop  and  some  improvement  in  the  cattle  in- 
dustry, money  b  somewhat  more  plendful  than  it  has  been,  however,  it  b  the  opinion 
in  some  circles  that  thb  condition  will  not  last  for  long,  due  to  crop  failures,  and  the 
chaotic  condition  of  the  cattle  industry  for  the  past  year  or  two,  causing  an  accumu- 
lation of  debts,  which  will  have  to  be  liquidated.  Thb  will,  of  course,  cause  a  great 
many  farmers  and  cattlemen  to  operate  on  a  credit  basb  for  another  year. 

Bank  saving  deposits  in  Fort  Worth  increased  eight  per  cent  in  the  last  year;  the 
total  amount  of  these  deposits  being  15,822,000. 

The  real  estate  and  building  activities  continue  on  about  the  same  basis  as  re- 
ported last  month.  There  have  been  no  large  real  estate  deab  or  building  activities 
during  the  month,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  beginning  of  construction  work 
on  the  city  sewage  disposal  plant. 

There  have  been  no  unusual  events  in  labor  circles  during  the  last  month.  There 
has  been  quite  an  improvement  the  last  few  weeks  over  the  conditions  exbting  a 
month  or  so  ago.  The  railroads  are  gradually  improving  their  shop  forces,  and  seem 
to  be  operating  their  trains  in  fairly  good  shape. 

A  "Home  Labor"  clause  was  inserted  in  the  construction  contract  between  the  dty 
and  the  construction  company  on  the  sewage  dbposal  plant.  Thb  clause  stipulates 
that  Fort  Worth  people  will  be  given  preference  of  employment  on  this  job. 

Weather  conditions  for  the  month  have  been  very  satisfactory  as  a  whole.  Much 
needed  rains  fell  over  practically  the  entire  state  during  the  month,  and  relieved 
drought  conditions  in  several  sections.  Due  to  the  very  favorable  weather  during  the 
fall,  the  cotton  crop  in  this  section  is  practically  gathered,  and  the  recent  rains  will 
now  enable  farmers  to  begin  with  their  wheat  planting. 

Mr.  Luke  C.  Bradley,  district  manager,  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Wood,  manager  of  the 
Houston  Electric  Company,  spent  October  1 8  in  Fort  Worth. 

Messrs.  G.  H.  Clifford,  manager,  V.  W.  Berry,  general  superintendent,  L.  E. 
Delf,  electrical  engineer,  J.  T.  Porter,  master  mechanic,  T.  W.  Wren,  claim 
agent,  R.  C.  Tabor,  construction  superintendent,  and  Dr.  Alden  CoflFey,  physi- 
cian for  the  Mutual  Aid  Society,  attended  the  Electric  Railway  Association  in 
Chicago. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Press  ler,  master  mechanic  for  the  Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company, 
was  a  visitor  in  Fort  Worth  during  the  month. 
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The  Dallas  Fair  opened  on  October  6,  and  dooed  on  the  15  th.  The  fair  attracted 
very  good  crowds,  and  had  an  unusual  number  of  very  attractive  exhibits  on  dis- 
play. The  fair  period  was  unusually  short  this  year,  it  being  customary  for  it  to  last 
at  least  two  weeks. 

Messrs.  R.  C.  Tabor,  H.  M.  Robinson,  R.  V.  Thomas  and  J.  H.  Bowbn, 
spent  part  of  the  month  in  Houston,  assisting  the  Houston  Electric  G>mpany  on 
some  appraisal  work. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Allen,  chief  inspector  for  the  Houston  Electric  G>mpany,  spent  a  few 
days  in  Fort  Worth  during  the  month. 

Galveston,  Tex.  October  24 

All  major  exports,  except  wheat  and  flour,  show  heavy  gains  in  September  over 
August.  G>tton  reflects  the  greatest  increase  with  207,205  bales  exported  in  Septem- 
ber against  84,004  bales  the  previous  month. 

Much  cotton  is  being  concentrated  in  Galveston  this  year  and  the  new  concentra- 
tion warehouses  are  important  factors  in  taking  care  of  the  large  volume  of  this 
staple  that  is  moving  to  this  city  for  export. 

Wheat  exports  for  the  month  of  September  show  a  decrease  of  2,230,971  bushels 
under  August.  However,  it  is  predicted  that  within  a  short  time,  when  shipping  on 
the  Great  Lakes  is  stopped  by  reason  of  the  lakes  being  frozen,  grain  will  begin  to 
move  through  Galveston  again  in  large  quantities. 

Coffee  imports  through  thb  port  are  growing  rapidly  and  it  is  believed  that  great 
strides  will  be  made  this  year  in  importations  of  this  conunodity.  A  Japanese  ship 
is  en  route  from  South  America  with  a  cargo  of  11,300  bags  for  this  port,  and  an 
American  ship  is  now  loading  between  25,000  and  30,000  bags  at  South  American 
ports  to  reach  here  early  in  November. 

Export  and  coastwise  shipments  of  oil  show  a  gain  during  September,  which 
-served  to  offset  the  decline  in  crude  oil  imports  for  the  month. 

The  volume  of  coastwise  traflic  has  shown  a  marked  improvement  within  the  past 
two  months.  Both  the  Morgan  and  Mallory  lines  have  added  more  tonnage  by 
additional  or  larger  ships  during  this  period,  and  indications  are  that  thb  business, 
■during  the  next  twelve  months,  will  be  greatly  increased. 

Merchants  are  looking  for  a  general  improvement  in  all  lines  of  business  with  the 
volume  of  cotton  beginning  to  move  through  here.  Improved  conditions  were  noted 
during  the  past  month. 

More  than  six  hundred  members  of  the  Laundry  Owners'  National  Association 
visited  Galveston  on  October  6.  This  visit  was  part  of  the  program  of  the  convention 
«f  this  organization  held  at  Houston. 

Approximately  six  hundred  Masons  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  were  in 
Galveston,  October  16  to  20  for  the  semi-annual  reunion. 

Winter  tourists'  rates  were  put  into  effect  by  railroads  here  on  October  i,  and  will 
continue  until  April  30.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  have  Galveston  recognized  as  a 
winter  resort  and  pamphlets  and  other  literature,  describing  the  city's  winter  attrac- 
tions, are  being  distributed  as  a  means  of  building  up  this  feature. 

Building  permits  for  the  month  of  September  totaled  331,  with  a  valuation  of 
^138,594.  The  building  of  homes  continues  good. 

The  new  concrete  storage  bins  at  the  Galveston  Wharf  G>mpany  elevator  B 
are  now  completed.  Thb  addition  will  make  the  combined  capacity  of  thb  elevator 
:2,o6o,ooo  bushels,  an  increase  of  1,460,000  busheb. 

The  Engineering  Department  of  the  United  States  government  has  announced 


Digitized  by 


Google 


466  Stone  6?  Webster  Journal 

that  125,000  will  be  expended  here  for  the  construction  of  machine  shops  st  Fort 
Pbint. 

The  Gulf,  G)lonulo  &  Santa  Fe  Railway  will,  within  the  next  ten  days,  begin  the 
erection  of  new  train  sheds  which  will  involve  an  expenditure  of  approximately 

Two  hundred  thousand  dollars  b  available  for  the  purchase  of  additional  ground 
for  playgrounds  for  the  public  school  children  of  Galveston  by  the  terms  of  the  will 
of  a  late  Galveston  benefactor. 

Employment  in  Galveston  is  fairly  well  balanced  with  the  exception  of  nulroad 
shops  and  a  small  surplus  of  clerical  help. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Carroll,  manager,  attended  the  managers'  convention  in  Boston, 
October  9  to  14.  Before  returning,  Mr.  Carroll  visited  his  home  in  A^rginia. 

Messrs.  P.  L.  Whttaker  and  W.  £.  Tucker  visited  this  office  during  the  montL 

Messrs.  S.  P.  MacFadden  of  the  district  office  and  D.  S.  McManus  of  the  Hous- 
ton Electric  Company  were  visitors  during  October. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Murray,  formerly  general  clerk  of  this  company,  paid  us  a  visit  while 
en  route  from  Reno,  Nevada,  in  which  company  he  was  chief  clerk,  to  Pcnsacola, 
Florida,  where  he  will  assume  the  duties  of  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Pensaoola 
Electric  Company. 

Messrs.  A.  E.  Hatley,  and  L.  G.  Euoley,  of  the  Eastern  Texas  Electric  Com- 
pany, Beaumont,  visited  this  office  during  the  month. 

Messrs.  D.  V.  Thomas,  J.  B.  Bowen  and  H.  M.  Robinson  of  the  Northern 
Texas  Traction  Company,  Fort  Worth,  were  recent  visitors  here. 

Miss  Josephine  Kampe,  stenographer,  spent  her  vacation  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
during  the  State  Fair. 

Miss  Julia  Theobald,  stenographer,  is  attending  a  convention  of  the  Eastern 
Star  at  Dallas. 

Mr.  George  F.  Pierce,  claim  agent,  is  spending  several  weeks  in  Mineral  Wells 
on  account  of  impaired  health. 

Haufax,  N.  S.,  October  24 

The  shipping  and  port  business  of  Halifax  increased  slightly  during  the  month  and 
shows  a  fair  gain  over  the  same  period  last  year. 

The  wholesale  and  retail  trade  reports  business  somewhat  dull,  acknowledging 
however  that  this  is  the  off  season. 

The  company's  business  remains  firm  and  shows  an  increase  of  about  eight  per 
cent  in  the  light  and  power  output  over  the  same  period  last  year.  In  the  gas  depart- 
ment the  send-out  is  about  the  same  as  in  1921  with  prospects  bright  for  new  busi- 
ness. In  the  tramway  department  the  receipts  are  not  as  high  as  last  year  but  there 
has  been  some  improvement  as  compared  with  the  September  figures. 

Real  estate  remains  inacdve  with  only  a  small  number  of  transfers  reported. 

There  has  been  practically  no  change  in  the  labor  situation  since  September. 

Mr.  a.  Stuart  Pratt,  president  of  the  company,  visited  the  city  for  a  few  days 
about  the  last  of  September. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Weston,  manager  of  the  company,  attended  the  Stone  &  Webster 
managers'  convention  at  Boston  during  the  month  and  states  that  it  was  a  most 
successful  gathering. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Steoer,  assistant  treasurer,  accompanied  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Wsntzell, 
chief  clerk,  spent  a  few  days  in  the  woods  and  was  successful  in  bagging  a  moose. 
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Haverhill,  Mass.,  October  19 

The  business  of  our  shoe  factories  has  been  slightly  above  normtX  during  this  past 
month,  although  at  the  present  time,  due  to  the  controversy  between  the  two  unions 
there  is  a  general  feeling  that  business  which  ordinarily  comes  to  Haverhill  is  being 
diverted  to  other  shoe  centers.  This  tendency  has  not  yet  been  felt  in  a  general  way. 

Wholesale  and  retail  business  seems  to  have  responded  as  usual  to  the  fall  activi- 
ties and  the  general  opinon  b  that  it  b  normal. 

Our  gas  send-out  seems  to  fluctuate  considerably  with  the  weather  and  it  seems 
very  reasonable  to  expect  that  as  soon  as  the  cold  snaps  are  more  persbtent  we  will 
enjoy  a  much  larger  business.  Our  send-out  for  the  month  to  date  is  2.3  per  cent 
greater  than  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  Thb  amount  b  slightly  less 
than  our  estimates  anticipated.  During  September  we  sold  more  room  heaters  than 
were  sold  during  the  entire  year  of  1 921 ;  none  were  sold  during  September,  1 921 . 

September  building  permits  are  now  available  and  we  find  that  65  permits 
were  granted  this  year  as  against  43  during  September  last  year,  the  increase 
in  amount  being  about  200  per  cent.  Among  the  permits  granted  was  one  for 
some  stores  and  a  club  room  on  Main  Street  to  the  amount  of  $75,000. 

The  labor  situation  b  still  in  a  turmoil,  due  to  the  controversy  between  the  Boot 
and  Shoe  Workers'  Union  and  Shoe  Workers'  Protective  Union.  One  of  the  factories 
involved  has  determined  to  leave  Haverhill  and  is  opening  a  factory  in  Stoneham. 
Two  others  have  not  been  seriously  affected  and  the  J.  H.  Winchell  G>mpany  is 
operating,  although  not  under  very  satbfactory  conditions. 

The  demand  for  gas  seems  to  vary  more  than  usual  during  the  cold  snaps  which 
have  visited  us,  a  condition  which  undoubtedly  indicates  the  conservation  of  coal. 

Mr.  ViTTiNOHOFF  and  Mr.  Jewett  fix>m  the  Boston  office  spent  a  day  in  Haver- 
hill during  the  month. 

Mr.  J.  T.  SuLUVAN,  chief  chembt,  with  Mrs.  Sullivan  spent  a  week's  vacation  in 
Fall  River  visiting  relatives. 

Mr.  T.  p.  Walker  attended  the  managers'  convention  held  in  Boston  during  the 
week  of  October  9. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Inole,  manager  of  the  Jacksonville  Traction  G>mpany,  called  at  thb 
office  on  October  13  and  hb  many  friends  in  Haverhill  were  glad  to  see  him. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Bell,  sales  manager,  attended  the  meeting  in  Fall  River  on  October 
19,  of  the  Appliance  Testing  G>mmittee. 

Mr.  H.  p.  Dayton  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Bell  attended  the  convention  of  the  American 
Gas  Assodadon  held  in  Atlantic  City  during  the  week  of  October  23. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  A.  Campbell  of  Reno,  Nevada,  visited  Haverhill  during 
the  managers'  convention. 

Mr.  George  McCaffrey,  chemist  and  Mr.  George  Jones,  meter  repair  fore- 
man, spent  a  portion  of  their  vacation  touring  Canada  by  automobile. 

Houghton,  Mich.,  October  20 

The  local  mining  companies,  including  the  Copper  Range  Company,  the  Quincy 
Mining  Company,  the  Mohawk  Mining  Company  and  the  Calumet  &  Heda 
Mining  Company,  have  recently  made  increases  in  their  wages.  Thb  places  all  of  the 
mines  in  this  district  on  practically  the  same  wage  scale.  Men  continue  to  leave  the 
district,  however,  particularly  in  the  Calumet  district. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  condition  of  local  wholesale  and  retail  business 
daring  the  past  month,  but  the  increase  in  wages  just  announced  should  be  re- 
flected in  local  business  in  due  course. 
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Business  of  the  lighting  company  has  dropped  off  somewhat  due  mainly  to  a 
decrease  in  power  earnings  and  commercial  lighting.  Residential  lighting  holds  very 
steady.  Business  of  the  traction  company  continues  about  the  same,  although  there 
is  a  slight  increase  in  business  due  to  poor  weather  conditions  making  for  a  smaller 
use  of  automobiles. 

At  Tamarack  City,  a  reclamation  plant  b  under  construction  by  the  Calumet  & 
Hecla  Mining  Company.  This  plant  will  recover  copper  from  the  stamp  sands  of 
Torch  Lake,  these  being  the  waste  from  former  milling  operations. 

There  is  still  a  shortage  of  labor  in  the  copper  mines,  this  being  largely  responsible 
for  our  low  power  sales  to  the  Quincy  Mining  Company. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Latimer,  chief  engineer,  returned  during  the  latter  part  of  September 
from  a  vacation  spent  at  Savannah,  Georgia.  Before  returning  to  Houghton,  Mr. 
Latimer  visited  the  Keokuk  properties. 

The  twentieth  annual  Copper  Country  Fair  was  held  during  the  week  of  Sep- 
tember 26  to  30  in  the  Amphidrome  building,  Houghton.  Our  company  took  part  in 
erecting  a  booth,  which  created  considerable  interest  and  attracted  thousands  of 
people  who  visited  the  fair.  The  outside  decorations  of  the  booth  were  made  of 
artificial  sprigs  with  apple  blossoms,  and  the  entire  booth  was  illuminated  with  a 
large  number  of  mazda  lamps. 

Four  girb  of  the  office,  with  Miss  Marguerite  Rohlman,  sales  lady  in  the 
Houghton  office,  in  charge,  served  electrically  made  waffles  and  percolated  coffee. 
Demonstrations  were  made  of  various  appliances,  and  a  radio  telephone,  operated 
by  Mr.  John  Knapp  of  the  engineering  department,  gave  several  concerts  received 
from  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  and  other  broadcasting  stations.  The  electric  meter 
serving  the  booth  was  equipped  with  a  modern  safety  entrance  switch,  and  during 
the  various  appliance  demonstrations  the  operation  of  the  meter  was  explained 
and  thb  switch  demonstrated. 

In  the  background  was  a  miniature  of  our  electric  light  plant,  and  lines  running 
up  a  hill  illuminated  a  modem  electric  home.  A  miniature  lake,  seagulb  and  diving 
board  was  the  center  of  attraction  for  the  children. 

Over  five  thousand  youngsters  attended  the  fair  on  children's  day  and  spedal 
arrangements  were  made  to  entertain  the  children  at  our  booth.  Thb  was  provided 
by  connecting  a  Eureka  vacuum  cleaner  attachment  to  the  blower  side  and  sus- 
pending a  celluloid  ball  in  the  air  above  it. 

Comfortable  chairs  and  a  telephone  were  provided  for  vbitors  at  our  booth,  and 
each  was  given  an  invitation  to  vbit  our  power  station  and  other  properties,  in- 
formation on  appliances  being  printed  on  the  inside  of  this  invitation.  Over  ten 
thousand  pieces  of  literature  was  dbtributed  from  our  booth  and  over  24,150 
people  attended  the  fair. 

On  September  29,  the  temperature  reached  87  degrees.  Only  once  during  the  past 
22  years  has  a  higher  temperature  been  recorded.  The  first  snow  of  the  season  fell 
on  October  11. 

Copper  shipments  during  September,  through  the  Keweenaw  waterway,  amount- 
ed to  5,969  tons  compared  with  5,364  tons  in  August  and  3,514  tons  in  September, 
1921. 

Mr.  S.  B.  Tuell,  receiver;  Mr.  John  Ralph,  Jr.,  general  superintendent;  Mr. 
H.  E.  Matthews,  assistant  superintendent;  and  Mr.  Walter  Wuebben,  master 
mechanic,  attended  the  American  Electric  Railway  Association's  convention  at 
Chicago  during  the  week  of  October  2  to  6. 
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Mr.  S.  B.  Tuell,  receiver,  and  Mr.  A.  F.  Rebs,  Rttomey,  made  a  brief  business 
trip  to  Marquette,  Michigan,  early  in  October. 

Mr.  S.  B.  Tuell,  receiver,  attended  the  managers'  meeting  in  Boston  during 
October. 

Mr.  Joseph  Pope,  of  the  Betterment  Division,  arrived  in  Houghton  on  October  9 
and  spent  a  few  days  in  the  district  in  connection  with  work  for  the  Calumet  & 
Hecla  Mining  G>mpany. 

Mr.  B.  E.  Van  Vliet  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Walter,  auditors,  completed  the  audit  of 
the  books  and  records  of  the  Houghton  companies  and  left  here  on  October  10. 

Mr.  Earl  Trowbridge,  assbtant  chief  clerk,  took  charge  of  reservations  for 
the  local  Legion  members  who  are  attending  the  nadonal  convention  at  New 
Orleans. 

Miss  Enid  Polkinohorne,  of  the  Calumet  office,  took  part  in  the  play  "Kath- 
leen," given  by  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  at  Calumet  on  October  17  and  18. 

Mr.  John  Klasner,  who  has  been  assisting  the  auditors  during  the  past  month 
has  joined  the  staff  of  the  lighting  company  in  the  capacity  of  collector. 

The  Mohawk  Mining  Company  has  recently  declared  a  dividend  of  $1 .00,  payable 
November  15. 

Mr.  Bert  Bonenfant,  meter  foreman  at  Calumet,  while  hunting  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  hunting  lodge  at  Copper  Harbor  on  October  15,  found  a  pair  of  deer  antlers. 
Many  reindeer  have  been  seen  by  parties  on  their  trips  this  season. 

Houston,  Tex.  October  23 

Stadsrics  compiled  by  the  port  director  showed  that  September  marked  a  turning 
point  in  the  business  of  the  port  of  Houston.  The  salient  points  in  the  report  are: 
Inbound  coastwise  business  showed  a  150  per  cent  increase  over  September  last 
year.  Imports  and  exports  doubled.  The  number  of  vessels  using  the  port  showed  a 
60  per  cent  increase  over  the  same  month  of  1921. 

Since  our  last  letter  the  Houston  Electric  Company  filed  application  with  the 
city  asking  for  an  increase  in  fares,  from  7c  to  9c  and  from  3>^c  to  ^}^c  for  half-fare, 
together  with  the  abolition  of  tokens.  This  was  made  necessary  by  decreased  earn- 
ings which  we  attribute  largely  to  jitney  competition.  As  the  city  failed  to  act  on 
this  application,  construction  work  was  stopped  until  some  settlement  could  be 
reached.  Within  the  past  week  the  city  council  has  agreed  to  reduce  the  number  of 
jitneys  operating  to  150  by  January  ist,  provided  the  Houston  Electric  Company 
immediately  resumed  its  construction  program.  Accordingly  construction  work  has 
been  resumed  and  we  are  waiting  for  the  city  council  to  carry  out  its  part  of  the 
agreement. 

The  Houston  Terminal  and  Refining  Company,  a  Houston  corporation,  capital- 
ized for  $500,000  has  purchase  the  Tumbow  Oil  Refinery  and  will  operate  this 
property. 

The  American  Brake  Shoe  and  Foundry  Company  of  New  York  is  contemplating 
opening  a  $500,000  brake  shoe  and  foundry  plant  in  Houston  within  a  short  time. 
Application  has  been  filed  with  the  city,  asking  that  Maffitt  Street  be  closed  in 
order  that  the  foundry  may  be  located  on  property  nearby. 

The  organizarion  of  two  new  financial  institutions.  The  Interstate  Trust  Com- 
pany and  the  Southern  Trust  Company  has  been  announced.  The  Interstate  Trust 
Company  b  capitalized  at  $250,000  and  will  be  the  holding  company  for  a  number 
of  trust  companies  and  savings  banks  to  be  organized  later.  The  Southern  Trust 
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G>mpaiiy  is  capitalized  at  |2oo,ooo  of  which  $175,000  is  held  by  the  holding 
company. 

All  differences  have  been  adjusted  in  the  railroad  strike  in  Houston  and  all  roads 
effected  are  taking  back  their  old  employees. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Bennett,  master  mechanic,  and  Mr.  G.  S.  Brush,  superintendent  of 
transportation,  attended  the  American  Electric  Railway  Association  convention  at 
Chicago. 

Mr.  W.  £.  Tucker  has  returned  to  Boston  after  spending  several  weeks  in  our 
city. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Carroll  visited  our  office  on  his  way  to  the  managers'  convention  in 
Boston. 

Mr.  a.  T.  Kunz,  formerly  purchasing  agent  and  now  with  the  £1  Paso  Electric 
Railway  Company,  is  spending  his  vacation  in  Houston. 

Messrs.  D.  V.  Thomas  and  J.  H.  Bowen  have  returned  to  Fort  Worth. 

Mr.  G.  S.  Brush  has  returned  from  a  vacation  spent  in  New  York  and  other 
eastern  points. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Tabbr  passed  through  Houston  on  his  way  to  Beaumont. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  October  23 

There  are  many  indications  that  general  business  conditions  are  improving,  and 
may  soon  be  expected  to  return  to  normal.  Increasing  activity  is  shown  in  the  move- 
ment of  import  and  export  business  through  Jacksonville  and  other  South  Atlantic 
and  Gulf  ports,  due  to  the  restoration  of  normal  transportatbn  conditions  on 
Southern  railroads,  and  the  establishment  of  adequate  steamship  service  throogfa 
these  ports  to  foreign  countries. 

It  is  believed  that  the  coming  season  will  prove  an  exceptionally  good  one  for 
tourists.  Daily  arrivals  to  date  show  a  20  per  cent  increase  over  previous  years. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture's  estimate  indicates  that  the 
1922-13  crop  of  citrus  fruits  in  Florida  will  be  15,000,000  boxes,  which  exceeds  last 
season's  production  by  nearly  2,000,000  boxes. 

There  was  considerable  activity  both  in  real  estate  and  building  during  the  month 
though  for  the  most  part  confined  to  small  items.  There  were  257  permits  issued, 
involving  a  total  expenditure  of  I5359O96,  including  one  permit  for  the  erecrion  of  a 
1150,000  factory  building.  Contract  has  been  let  for  the  construcdon  of  the  Sunday 
School  building  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  165,00a 

One  hundred  and  twenty  six  ships  arrived  and  cleared  from  Jacksonville  during 
the  month  of  September.  This  is  an  increase  of  16  over  the  same  month  last  year, 
but  falls  below  the  August,  1922,  record  by  20  ships.  Of  September's  total  ships,  109 
were  "coastwise"  of  203,914  tons,  and  seven  were  "foreign"  of  42,138  tons. 

Exports  for  September  were  valued  at  $607,800,  with  imports  amounting  to 
1205,000.  These  figures  show  an  increase  over  the  figures  for  last  year. 

The  chief  development  of  the  month  has  been  the  improvement  in  the  labor 
situation,  which  is  about  normal  again. 

Bank  clearings  for  the  four  weeks  of  September  amounted  to  $38,324,000,  a  gain 
of  approximately  16  per  cent  over  September,  1921. 

Postal  receipts  for  the  month  fell  short  of  those  for  the  same  month  last  year,  the 
amount  for  September,  1922,  being  $54,240.76  as  compared  with  $62,351.57  for 
September,  1921. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Triay,  who  has  been  staying  in  Maine  during  his  vacation,  returned  on 
October  18.  The  S.  S.  Lenape^  on  which  he  made  the  trip  from  New  York,  ran  on  to 
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a  sand  bank  in  the  St.  Johns  River  during  a  heavy  fog,  and  after  a  delay  of  some 
thirty  hours  the  passengers  were  transferred  to  another  ship  and  brought  to 
Jacksonville. 

Mr.  a.  J.  MoNNEK,  of  the  Savannah  Electric  G>mpany,  came  to  Jacksonville  on 
September  21  to  assist  in  the  installation  of  the  fuel  oil  burning  equipment.  Mr. 
MoNKBir  rendered  us  very  valuable  services. 

On  September  23  two  boilers  in  the  power  station  were  put  in  operation  burning 
fuel  oil,  and  with  one  or  two  interruptions,  due  to  inability  to  keep  a  sufficient 
supply  of  oil  on  hand,  they  have  carried  practically  the  entire  load  of  the  station 
since  that  date.  The  storage  tank  has  been  completed  and  work  is  progressing 
rapidly  on  converting  another  boiler  to  fuel  oil  burning. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  L.  Hirsch,  who  were  married  in  Pensacola  on  September  9, 
were  presented  with  a  beautiful  set  of  knives  and  forks  by  the  employees  of  the 
company. 

Mrs.  M.  F.  Braounier  has  resigned  to  accept  a  position  with  a  prominent 
advertising  firm  of  this  city.  Her  place  has  been  filled  by  Miss  K.  T.  Thomson, 
formerly  with  the  claim  department. 

Mr.  D.  H.  Graham,  chief  clerk,  was  away  during  the  month  on  a  vacation  trip, 
during  which  he  visited  Boston  and  New  York. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Hanlon,  Jr.,  of  Tampa,  was  in  Jacksonville  during  the  month. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Inole  has  returned  from  attending  the  Managers'  G>nvention  in 
Boston,  and  reports  a  most  enjoyable,  as  well  as  instructive  visit. 

Mr.  Douglas  Norris,  of  the  accounting  department,  is  spending  his  vacation 
with  his  family  in  Bartow,  Florida. 

The  dengue  fever  has  been  very  prevalent  in  Jacksonville  during  the  past  month, 
and  many  members  of  the  organization  have  suflfered  an  attack.  All  have  duly 
recovered  and  are  now  back  at  work. 

Keokuk,  Ia.,  October  21 

Keokuk  Electric  Company 

There  has  been  no  noticeable  change  in  the  operation  of  local  industries  during 
the  past  month,  practically  all  continuing  on  a  good  steady  schedule. 

The  Keokuk  Steel  Casting  G>mpany,  having  been  idle  for  some  time,  are  now 
making  extensive  plans  to  reopen  about  the  middle  of  November  with  a  force  of 
50  men.  This  company  recently  secured  $102,000  additional  capital,  $45,000  of 
which  is  now  being  put  into  new  equipment  and  building.  Forty  per  cent  of  the 
production  of  this  plant  has  been  contracted  for  by  the  Springfield  Boiler  G>mpany 
of  Springfield,  111.  Electricity  is  used  entirely  in  their  process  of  manufacture. 

The  Standard  Four  Tire  G>mpany  expect  soon  to  start  construction  work  on 
a  new  warehouse  50  by  100  feet,  which  they  find  is  necessary  on  account  of  their 
increased  production.  The  local  freight  offices  of  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  Ry.  G>mpany 
and  the  Wabash  report  their  gross  business  to  be  very  much  affected  by  the  present 
shortage  of  cars  and  the  embargoes  placed  on  goods  consigned  to  local  concerns. 
Their  greatest  volume  of  business  during  the  month  has  been  in  coal. 

The  business  situation  so  far  as  attached  to  the  trade  territory  of  Keokuk  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  local  bankers,  very  much  improved.  The  general  feeling  of  better 
nature  prevails;  merchants  are  buying  carefully  but  in  considerably  increased 
amounts. 

The  annual  crop  yield  in  this  section  is  large  and  while  prices  of  some  of  the 
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farm  products  are  relatiYcly  low  as  compared  with  other  prices,  yet  there  is  a 
marked  improvement  over  last  year. 

Our  local  wholesale  establishments  report  collections  to  be  much  better  and  the 
marketing  of  thb  year's  crop  should  improve  conditions  materially.  Business 
among  the  retail  merchants  has  been  curtailed  somewhat  by  the  unusual  warm 
weather  for  this  season  of  the  year. 

Our  gas  send-out  for  the  first  half  of  October  shows  a  20  per  cent  increase  over 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year  and  is  running  very  consistent  with  the  pre- 
vious month;  this  we  attribute  in  a  large  extent  to  the  fact  that  we  have  not  been 
asked  to  disconnect  any  gas  services  for  the  winter,  while  in  previous  years  this 
month  has  usually  shown  a  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  gas  meters  connected. 

Our  railway  receipts  continue  to  show  a  decrease  over  the  previous  year.  Our 
kilowatt  hour  figures  for  the  month  will  show  a  substantial  increase  over  September. 

Real  estate  transfers  show  an  increase  over  the  previous  month,  yet  there  b 
very  little  building  being  done  aside  from  several  remodeling  jobs.  Only  three 
building  permits  have  been  issued. 

There  is  very  little  unemployment  in  Keokuk  at  the  present  time,  and  with 
industries  running  at  normal  capacity  we  see  no  reason  why  this  condition  should 
not  conrinue. 

During  a  greater  portion  of  this  month  we  have  had  unusually  warm  weather 
for  this  season  of  the  year. 

Ma.  J.  L.  Alexakder  returned  October  20,  fix>m  the  managers'  convention 
held  in  Boston. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  McInnis  returned  to  Keokuk  during  the  first  part  of  the 
month  from  their  honeymoon  through  the  West.  On  October  16,  40  employees  of 
this  company  tendered  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McInnis  a  surprise  party  at  their  new  home, 
where  they  were  presented  a  handsome  present. 

Miss  Inez  Seifbrt,  formerly  railway  clerk,  and  Mr.  C.  C.  Buffum,  light  and 
power  superintendent  of  the  Fort  Madison  Electric  G>mpany,  were  united  in 
marriage  at  the  home  of  the  bride  on  October  18.  After  spending  their  honeymoon 
in  the  East,  this  popular  young  couple  will  make  their  home  in  Fort  Madison,  la. 

For  two  days,  September  30  and  October  i,  the  High  Tension  Club  sponsored 
an  outing  in  the  form  of  a  camp  along  the  Mississippi  River,  where  hundng,  fish- 
ing and  other  outdoor  sports  were  enjoyed.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  C.  H. 
Harris,  of  the  Mississippi  River  Power  G>mpany,  radio  concerts  were  featured 
during  the  two  days  of  the  camp. 

Miss  Maud  Immeqart,  bogey  clerk,  is  at  present  enjoying  a  month's  vacadon 
in  California. 

October  23 

Mississippi  River  Power  Company 

Mr.  C.  a.  Sears,  manager,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Sears,  left  for  Boston  the  eariy 
part  of  October  to  attend  the  managers'  convention. 

The  flow  of  the  Mis^ssippi  here  at  Keokuk  for  the  last  two  months  has  been 
unusually  low,  in  fact,  this  is  the  most  prolonged  period  of  low  water  during  the 
navigation  season  that  we  have  experienced  since  die  plant  has  been  in  operadon. 
There  have  been  no  persistant  rain  falls  of  suflident  intensity  to  help  out  materially 
on  the  flow  during  the  past  three  months.  Crops  have  not,  however,  suffered  pardcu- 
larly,  since  there  have  been  frequent  light  showers. 

It  has  been  reported  that  a  new  excursion  steamer  endrely  constructed  of  steel, 
the  largest  of  its  kind  on  Western  rivers,  will  be  built  by  D.N.Wisherd,  president  of 
the  Wbherd  Line  Steamers,  in  the  spring  of  1923,  larger  than  the  steamer  Majestic 
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which  was  burned  May  9  of  this  year.  The  new  steamer  will  have  no  inflammable 
parts  as  everything  will  be  built  of  steel.  The  new  boat  will  probably  be  50  feet 
wide  the  same  width  of  the  steamer  Majestic ^  but  will  be  much  longer.  The  Majestic 
was  228  and  one-half  feet  long  and  eight  feet  deep. 

From  Saturday  afternoon,  September  30  to  Monday  morning,  October  2,  the 
High  Tension  Club  held  a  week-end  outing  at  the  Brewster  G>ttage  located  at  the 
mouth  of  Devil's  Creek  on  Lake  Keokuk  and  about  16  miles  north  of  the  power 
station.  There  was  fishing,  hunting,  and  all  kinds  of  games  were  provided.  The 
chicken  dinner  served  Sunday  was  pronounced  a  great  success,  in  fact,  the  entire 
outing  was  a  complete  success  and  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  those  in  attendance. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  October  24 

Activities  in  the  cigar  industry  have  increased  slightly  during  the  past  month  and 
at  the  present  time  the  cigar  industry  is  in  better  shape  than  it  has  been  since  the 
latter  part  of  192a  The  cigar  output  for  the  month  of  September  was  6,713,483, 
and  the  indications  are  that  the  output  for  the  month  of  October  will  exceed 
7,000,000  cigars. 

Activities  in  the  sponge  and  fishing  industries  are  very  dull  at  this  season  of  the 
year. 

Both  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  better  business  conditions  at  the 
present  time  than  they  have  had  since  1920;  the  dry  goods  and  clothing  merchants 
reporting  a  very  noticeable  increase  in  their  business  during  the  past  month. 

The  company's  business  is  more  favorable  at  the  present  time  than  it  has  been  at 
any  time  during  the  year.  The  earnings  of  both  the  railway  and  lighting  departments 
are  making  a  very  satisfactory  showing.  We  are  now  getting  back  on  our  lines  the 
customers  whom  we  lost  as  results  of  the  business  depression,  and  expect  to  have  all 
of  the  Key  West  Naval  Station  business  connected  on  our  lines  by  November  i 
that  we  are  going  to  get  from  that  source.  This,  together  with  the  old  customers  that 
we  are  now  getting  back,  should  make  our  lighting  and  power  earnings  very 
attractive. 

Building  activities  have  been  confined  largely  to  repairs  and  additions  to  build- 
ings. The  total  value  of  permits  issued  during  the  past  month  was  approximately 

All  available  cigar  makers  are  now  employed,  and  the  cigar  manufacturers  report 
a  shortage  of  this  class  of  labor.  The  construction  of  sidewalks  about  the  city  is 
furnishing  employment  for  a  great  many  common  laborers,  there  being  very  few 
of  either  skilled  or  common  laborers  out  of  employment  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  J.  H.  MoNnciNO  has  now  recovered  from  his  illness  and  is  back  at  the  office 
again. 

Mr.  B.  L.  Grooms  was  out  of  the  city  for  two  weeks  during  the  month  in  order 
to  attend  the  managers'  meeting  held  in  Boston. 

Mr.  a.  G.  Turner  of  the  firm  of  Knight»  Thompson  &  Turner,  was  in  the  city  for 
a  few  days  during  the  month  in  connection  with  a  case  in  the  Circuit  Court. 

A  private  line  has  been  built  to  the  Key  West  Naval  Station  and  electric  service 
is  now  being  supplied  to  the  Radio  Station.  The  remainder  of  the  yard  is  being 
converted  to  A.  C.  equipment  and  in  a  short  time  this  company  will  supply  practi- 
cally all  the  service  for  the  yard.  The  Naval  Station  power  plant  will  be  closed  down 
with  the  exception  of  supplying  power  to  the  machine  shop  occasionally. 
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Lowell,  Mass.,  October  26 

The  textile  mills  continue  to  show  increasing  activity,  and  find  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  all  help  needed. 

Among  the  merchants,  there  appears  to  be  a  generally  optimistic  qnrit. 

A  new  furniture  store,  Moller's,  Incorporated,  will  open  on  October  31  in  the  new 
building  erected  for  its  occupancy  on  Middle  Street.  The  building  covers  a  large 
area,  is  of  most  modem  design,  and  the  store  promises  to  be  the  best  equipped  of  its 
kind  in  the  dty. 

The  gross  earnings  of  the  company  for  twelve  months  ending  September  30, 1922 
showed  an  increase  of  more  than  eight  per  cent  over  the  previous  twelve  months. 
Increased  demand  on  the  power  station  during  October  to  date  promises  the  re- 
flection of  increased  revenue  during  the  next  few  months. 

The  total  of  appliance  sales  during  September  increased  over  the  same  month 
the  previous  year,  and  present  activity  indicates  satisfactory  business  for  October. 

The  number  of  building  permits  issued  at  City  Hall  during  September  covered  no 
large  construction  work  and  indicates  only  an  average  activity  in  the  city.  The 
number  of  real  esute  transfers  recorded  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds  was  945  for 
September. 

Official  ending  of  the  textile  strike  has  not  yet  been  declared,  but  no  difficulty  is 
experienced  in  securing  needed  help  and  neariy  all  miUs  are  running  under  full 
complement  of  employees. 

The  railroad  strike  effecdng  the  BiUerica  Car  Shops  seems  to  have  worn  itself  out, 
although  considered  as  still  in  force.  Striking  employees  who  have  applied  for  their 
former  position  have  been  taken  back  if  their  services  could  be  used,  and  the 
situation  seems  well  under  control. 

The  first  meeting  for  the  season  of  the  L.  £.  L.  Girb'  Sewing  Club  was  held  on 
Tuesday  evening,  October  3,  in  the  girb'  rest  room  at  the  Market  Street  office. 
Miss  Gladys  Dodoe,  Miss  Luella  Johkson,  Miss  Evelyn  Lee  and  Miss  Elvira 
GiPSON  were  hostesses.  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected  as  follows:  Presi- 
dent, Miss  Evelyn  A.  Wilson;  treasurer,  Mas.  Caleb  Rogers;  secretary.  Miss 
Elvira  Gipson.  It  was  voted  that  the  meetings  be  held  every  three  weeks  on  Tues- 
day evening  at  the  girb'  rest  room  instead  of  at  the  different  girb'  homes  as  formerly. 
A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  by  the  president  to  arrange  for  entertunment, 
select  hostesses  and  assign  dates  for  serving  throughout  the  year.  The  next  meeting 
will  be  held  on  October  31. 

A  son  was  bom  on  October  18  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Sheehan.  Mr.  Sheehan 
b  an  electrical  department  employee;  Mrs.  Sheehan  was  Miss  Blanche  Gosseun, 
formerly  of  the  engineering  office. 

Mr.  Walter  McInerney,  an  electrical  department  employee,  resigned  on 
October  i,  to  take  a  posidon  at  the  Lowell  High  School  as  electrician. 

A  new  transformer  vault  is  under  construction  in  the  basement  of  the  Market 
Street  office  to  provide  for  the  transfer  of  lighting  transformers  which  are  now  in 
manholes  in  the  street.  The  vault  is  to  be  of  sufficient  size  to  care  for  increased  trans- 
former capacity  incident  to  future  growth  in  lighting  and  three-phase  power  in  the 
area  adjacent  to  our  office  building. 

Mr.  J.  A.  HuNNEWELL,  manager,  has  returned  from  his  vacation  spent  at  North 
Woodstock,  N.  H. 

MiDDLETOWN,  CONN.,  OCTOBER  I9 

The  Bums  Lace  Company  is  constructing  an  extensive  addition  to  their  plant 
The  DuBarry  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Middlefield,  has  increased  their  plant  materially  and 
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'Consequently  have  requested  that  we  supply  them  with  considerable  more  power. 

Local  wholesale  and  retail  business  show  improvement. 

On  October  i8  the  new  13,000  volt  line  to  The  River  Feldspar  &  Milling  G)m- 
pany  was  energized  and  tested  out  satisfactorily.  This  line  will  take  care  of  an 
additional  load  of  about  300  horsepower. 

The  paving  of  Main  Street  has  been  completed,  and  Middletown  now  has  the 
£nest  Main  Street  in  the  state.  October  20,  is  the  date  set  aside  to  celebrate  the 
occasion  and  a  very  elaborate  program  has  been  arranged. 

Mr.  L.  Keen,  formerly  manager  of  this  company  and  now  manager  of  the 
Ponce  Electric  G>mpany,  was  a  visitor  in  Middletown  the  first  part  of  this  month. 

Mr.  a.  a.  Packard,  manager,  attended  the  managers'  convention  in  Boston 
after  which  he  left  for  Maine  to  spend  his  vacation. 

On  October  7,  another  one  of  our  informal  employees'  picnics  was  held  at  Guilford 
Pond.  About  50  employees  and  their  families  were  in  attendance.  A  complete 
athletic  program  was  arranged,  but  due  to  stormy  weather  very  few  events  were 
run  off.  After  an  outdoor  bake  the  party  adjourned  to  the  Rustic  Inn  for  dancing. 
In  spite  of  the  stormy  weather  a  fine  time  was  reported  by  alL 

Two  barges  of  coal  were  unloaded  this  month  at  the  stadon.  Frank  Davis 
•chief  engineer  of  the  power  station,  is  one  of  those  who  think  and  act  quickly. 
During  the  docking  of  the  first  barge  several  children  gathered  about  the  dock  to 
watch  the  procedure,  and  a  little  girl  of  about  ten  years  of  age  accidentally  fell 
into  the  river.  Hearing  the  child's  screams,  Frank  rushed  from  his  oflice,  removing 
his  coat  as  he  ran,  and  disregarding  the  danger  of  the  approaching  barge,  dove 
into  the  river  and  rescued  the  child.  Frank  very  modestly  says,  "It  was  all  in  the 
line  of  duty",  but  we  are  all  proud  of  him.  Nevertheless,  it  is  often  easy  to  fail  to 
recognize  one's  duty  when  there  is  danger  involved. 

EidL  Olson  has  joined  our  oflice  force. 

Harold  Sbllbck,  formerly  of  the  WestinghouseMfg.  G>.,  is  assisting  in  the 
engineering  department. 

Paducah,  Ky.,  October  20 

The  Irvin  S.  G>bb  Cigar  G>mpany  will  build  in  the  near  future  an  addition  to 
their  present  plant,  located  at  Third  and  Elizabeth  Streets.  When  the  new  plant 
is  completed  it  will  increase  its  force  to  200  employees  and  will  make  possible  the 
output  of  approximately  40,000  cigars  daily.  The  Merit  Mfg.  G>.,  manufacturers 
of  juvenile  suits,  have  recently  added  20  machines  to  their  present  equipment, 
which  will  increase  their  number  of  employees  to  125,  of  whom  the  majority  are 
women  and  girb,  and  increase  their  monthly  output  to  approximately  2,000 
-suits.  The  Priester  Hosiery  Mills  report  unusually  good  business  and  that  their 
output  has  gained  steadily  during  the  past  few  months.  Employees  of  this  mill, 
most  of  whom  are  girb,  now  total  275.  The  new  Claussner  Hosiery  Mill  is  rapidly 
tiearing  compledon  and  expect  to  begin  partial  operation  about  November  i. 

In  the  wholesale  trade  there  is  optimism  and  prospects  indicate  increased  busi- 
ness. All  Paducah  factories  are  in  operation  and  full  forces  are  being  employed. 
Automobile  dealers  are  enjoying  unusual  prosperity,  as  many  new  enclosed  cars 
are  being  sold  at  this  time  and  in  many  instances  the  demand  exceeds  the  supply. 

Many  retail  stores  are  conducting  special  fall  bargain  sales  and  are  making 
arrangements  for  special  features  and  attractive  displays  during  exposition  week. 

Local  lumber  dealers  report  a  steady  gain  in  output  of  all  building  materials 
and  are  experiencing  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  shipments,  due  to  shortage  of 
d'ailroad  cars. 
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The  lighting  companj's  balance  for  reserves  and  surplus  for  September  was  over 
the  bogey,  and  over  the  corresponding  month  last  year.  The  railway  company's 
balance  for  reserves  and  surplus  for  September  was  also  over  the  bogey  and  over 
the  corresponding  month  last  year.  The  sale  of  |i  weekly  passes  continues  to  show 
a  gradual  improvement  each  week  and  the  total  gross  earnings  for  each  week  shows 
a  considerable  gain  over  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

Building  activities  here  continue  good,  and  local  contractors  state  that  they 
have  contracts  that  will  keep  them  busy  for  several  months  to  come. 

Plans  are  all  completed  for  the  annual  fall  Paducah-McCracken  G>unty  expo- 
sition, which  will  be  held  at  loth  Street  and  Broadway,  from  October  24  to  28. 
The  lighting  company  is  arranging  for  an  attractive  exhibit. 

Abnormally  low  water  stages  have  put  steamboat  service  out  of  commission 
at  practically  all  points  along  the  Ohio  River  from  Cairo,  111.,  to  Pittsbuig. 

An  effort  is  being  made  by  a  committee  of  local  business  men  to  change  the 
proposed  site  of  the  $3,500,000  Government  dam,  to  be  built  three  miles  above 
Paducah,  to  three  miles  below  Paducah  in  order  to  insure  a  pool  which  will  guar- 
antee a  stage  of  nine  feet  the  year  around  on  the  Ohio  River  at  this  point. 

Work  is  progressing  rapidly  on  the  city's  new  $500,000  sewer  project  and  mate- 
riab  are  arriving  more  promptly  than  when  work  was  first  started. 

Miu  A.  S.  Nichols,  manager;  Mr%  J.  W.  McNbely,  railway  superintendent, 
and  Mr.  T.  C.  Goodman,  master  mechanic,  attended  the  A.  £.  R.  A.  convention 
in  Chicago,  October  2-6. 

Mr.  B.  E.  Van  Vuet  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Walter  are  making  the  periodical  audit 
of  the  books  of  these  companies. 

A  party  of  company  employees  recently  held  a  possum  hunt.  Two  possums  and 
one  coon  were  "bagged."  After  the  chase  a  weiner  roast  was  held  by  the  light  of 
a  huge  camp  fire.  The  young  ladies  of  the  piu-ty  had  failed  to  anticipate  the  rough 
character  of  the  country  through  which  they  were  to  travel  and  as  a  consequence 
sustained  considerable  injury  to  clothing  and  shoes.  This  fact  failed  to  dampen 
the  enthusiasm  and  the  party  was  considered  a  great  success. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roger  Gordon  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allyn  Haioh  motored  to 
Mammoth  Cave  for  the  week-end  of  October  7.  They  experienced  constant  rain 
and  very  rough  roads,  but  report  that  they  are  well  repaid  by  the  beauties  and 
grandeur  of  the  cave. 

Mr.  J.  W.  McNesly  has  just  returned  from  a  business  trip  to  El  Paso,  Tex. 
While  there  he  relayed  a  message  from  Juarez,  Mexico,  through  the  Atlanta  radio 
broadcasting  station,  which  was  heard  by  a  crowd  of  employees  of  the  company 
and  Paducah  citizens  attending  a  radio  concert  at  the  car  bam.  These  concerts  are 
held  at  frequent  intervals  and  are  well  attended  by  the  employees  and  the  public 

Mr.  a.  S.  Nichols,  manager,  attended  the  annual  convention  of  Stone  &  Webster 
managers,  held  in  Boston,  starting  October  9. 

Miss  Mamie  O'Brien,  formerly  telephone  operator  at  the  Broadway  office, 
has  become  a  member  of  the  sales  department  in  the  capacity  of  service  clerk. 
Miss  Leeder  has  been  employed  to  fill  Miss  O'Brien's  place  as  telephone  operator. 

Miss  Ethel  Cross,  stenographer,  has  returned  from  her  vacation  spent  at 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

Mr.  W.  £.  Perkins,  of  the  distribution  department,  spoke  to  a  troop  of  Boy 
Scouts,  October  13,  on  the  subject  of  "Safety  First." 

Mr.  L.  V.  Smith,  assistant  treasurer,  suffered  the  loss  of  a  son  on  October  17. 
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Mrs.  Smith  is  still  confined  at  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Hospital  and  is  re- 
ported to  be  in  a  serious  condition. 

Miss  Rebecca  Mc Waters,  sales  clerk,  spent  her  vacation  in  Chicago  during 
the  month. 

Mr.  Earl  McCrsery,  electric  salesman,  has  returned  from  a  vacation  trip  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Messrs.  H.  R.  Dallam,  chief  clerk,  and  Haw  ley  C.  Wilcox,  gas  salesman, 
recently  motored  to  St.  Louis  to  attend  the  final  games  of  the  American  League 
baseball  championship. 

Pawtucket,  R.  L,  October  23 

Blackstone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  Company 

During  the  past  month  local  industries  report  considerable  improvement  in 
general  business  conditions  as  compared  with  the  past  few  months. 

Plants  manufacturing  machinery  of  various  kinds  are  doing  a  good  business  and 
are  operating  practically  full  crews. 

Cotton  manufacturers  have  shown  an  upward  trend.  Manufacturers  of  all 
classes  of  cotton  goods  are  optimistic  regarding  future  business. 

Silk  and  worsted  business  has  improved  and  mills  are  reporting  good  business  with 
fair  outlook  for  future  increases. 

The  situation  as  a  whole  in  connection  with  the  local  industries  has  shown  a 
marked  improvement  during  the  past  week  or  two  and  we  feel  that  the  next  few 
months  will  show  a  marked  improvement  in  general  business  conditions. 

Local  retail  business  shows  a  decided  improvement  and  merchants  report  a  good 
fall  trade.  The  adjustment  of  the  textile  strike  has  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  mer- 
chants and  they  now  seem  more  optimistic  concerning  future  business  than  they 
were  a  month  or  so  ago. 

The  company's  business  as  a  whole  shows  a  decided  improvement  in  the  past  few 
weeks  and  indications  are  that  the  receipts  for  the  month  of  October  will  show  a 
considerable  improvement  as  compared  with  previous  months. 

Indications  point  to  a  decided  increase  in  the  output  of  manufacturing  plants. 
Our  load  in  Pawtucket  has  reached  16,850  kilowatt  which  is  about  5,700  kilowatt 
better  than  last  year,  and  1,100  kilowatt  better  than  the  previous  month. 

Our  lighting  business  shows  a  marked  improvement  as  compared  with  last  year 
and  during  the  month  of  September  we  gained  291  meters.  Indications  are  that  the 
gain  in  meters  will  be  equally  as  good  during  the  month  of  October. 

While  building  has  been  active  in  residence  sections,  no  extensions  of  any  size 
have  been  undertaken  by  manufacturing  plants.  Customers  with  whom  we  have 
talked  regarding  future  building  plans  indicate  that  these  will  be  deferred  until 
the  spring. 

The  labor  situation  has  improved,  due  to  mills  affected  by  the  strike  granting  a 
20  per  cent  increase  in  wages  placing  the  wages  on  schedule  in  effect  when  workers 
went  out  last  February.  The  settlement  of  the  textile  strike  has  resulted  in  increase 
in  output  of  manufacturing  plants  and  we  believe  now  that  it  will  be  a  comparatively 
short  time  before  all  mills  will  be  able  to  secure  full  working  forces. 

Approximately  200  members  of  the  Gas  &  Electric  Club  attended  the  second 
annual  meeting  and  election  of  officers  held  in  Grand  Army  Hall  on  Thursday 
evening,  September  28.  Reports  of  the  various  officers  were  read  and  accepted  with 
much  interest  on  the  part  of  the  members  present,  and  tokens  of  appreciation  were 
shown  the  retiring  officers  for  their  work  during  the  past  year.  The  officers  elected 
for  the  1 922-1 923  season  were  as  follows:  President,  Robert  Johnston;  Vice- 
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President,  W.  T.  Sherman;  Treasurer,  Ralph  Gauthibr;  Secretary,  Miss  Martha 
A.  Ash  worth;  Board  of  Governors  for  two  years,  James  Ferrari  and  S.  CurFORD 
Jacoby.  Following  the  election  of  officers,  light  refreshments  were  served.  Dancing 
until  1 1  P.M.  closed  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 

Messrs.  Gardner  Rogers,  manager  of  the  electric  company,  William  Mc- 
Gregor, manager  of  the  gas  company,  Rolun  Buckminster,  general  gas  superin- 
tendent and  £.  S.  Roberts,  sales  manager,  spent  the  week  of  October  9  in  Boston 
attending  the  Stone  &  Webster  managers'  convention. 

Much  pleasure  has  been  derived  by  the  employees  of  the  gas  and  electric  com- 
panies from  the  new  monthly  publication  called  the  Elgasco  Rgccrdy  which  made  its 
initial  appearance  this  month.  It  is  a  four-page  monthly,  and  in  addition  to  re- 
cording many  items  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  two  com- 
panies, it  also  gives  personal  notes  and  club  activities.  Mr.  Roberts,  sales  manager, 
is  editor-in-chief  of  the  publication  and  is  assisted  by  Mr.  W.  £.  Curtin  who  is 
associate  editor  and  handles  all  news  items  for  the  Woonsocket  division. 

Mr.  Frank  A.  Tracy,  recently  of  the  Ponce  Electric  G>mpany,  having  returned 
from  his  honeymoon,  has  taken  up  his  work  as  secretary  to  Mr.  Rogers. 

Mr.  Charles  £.  Trull,  formerly  secretary  to  Mr.  Sperry,  is  now  assistant  to 
Mr.  £.  £.  Nelson,  general  superintendent  of  the  electric  company. 

Mr.  William  V.  Houk,  recently  of  the  Boston  Statistics  Eiepartment,  joined  our 
Pawtucket  engineering  department  on  October  9. 

Mr.  Albert  Calvert, of  the  engineering  department,  who  has  been  in  the  hospi- 
tal here  with  typhoid  fever,  is  now  convalescing  and  has  left  with  his  mother  for 
Long  Island  where  he  will  spend  the  coming  month. 

Miss  Gladys  Bishop,  of  our  service  bureau,  who  left  the  company  on  October  15 
to  be  married,  was  pleasantly  surprised  at  a  dinner  and  shower  given  her  by  the 
girb  of  the  oi^anization  at  "Mammy's  Cupboard"  Providence,  on  October  4.  After 
the  supper  games  were  played  and  Miss  Bishop  received  many  pretty  and  useful 
gifts. 

Mr.  B.  Alcott  Pratt,  general  chief  clerk,  is  spending  his  vacation  in  Concord 
Mass. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Harvin,  of  the  Boston  office,  has  returned  to  Boston  after  spending 
several  weeks  in  the  Pawtucket  and  Woonsocket  divisions  testing  station  meters. 

The  Misses  Hunter,  of  the  accounting  department,  who  have  been  with  us  for 
some  time,  are  leaving  the  last  of  October  for  Nova  Scotia. 

The  Pawtucket  Bowling  League  started  its  winter  season  on  October  6.  The  league 
this  year  b  composed  of  six  teams  of  ^yt  men  each  and  meets  every  Friday  night. 
While  the  season  has  not  advanced  far,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm  and 
friendly  competition  being  shown  in  the  league. 

Considerable  interest  was  shown  during  the  summer  in  the  progress  of  the  Gas 
and  Electric  Baseball  League  composed  of  ^vt  teams  representing  the  electric 
stations,  gas  works,  electric  distribution,  gas  distribution  and  the  main  office.  Each 
team  had  its  following  of  enthusiastic  fans,  who  indulged  in  a  spirit  of  friendly 
rivalry  and  especially  so  when  the  outcome  of  the  scheduled  games  resulted  in  three 
teams  being  tied  for  the  championship  of  the  league.  After  a  poet  series  of  three 
hard  fought  games  the  team  representing  the  Tidewater  Gas  Works  won  the 
championship.  At  the  end  of  the  season  a  picked  team  was  formed  and  the  company 
is  very  proud  of  this  team  as  it  came  out  victor  in  a  series  of  three  games  played 
with  the  Woonsocket  team,  and  also  won  the  two  games  played  with  Fall  River  Gas 
Works  Company  team. 
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Mr.  Rolun  Buckminstbr,  general  gas  superintendent,  and  Mr.  C.  S.  Hilton, 
assistant  sales  manager,  are  attending  the  annual  American  Gas  Association 
Convention  in  Atlantic  City. 

Mr.  Jambs  Dunn,  formerly  employed  as  meter  repairer  for  the  gas  company,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company. 

Pawtucket  Gas  Company 

Business  conditions  are  improving  every  day,  and  with  the  settlement  of  the 
strike  in  the  textile  industries,  the  majority  of  the  mills  have  largely  returned  to 
conditions  as  they  were  last  January,  the  20  per  cent  wage  cut  having  been  restored. 
The  manufacturers  state  that  orders  are  being  received  in  greater  number. 

There  has  been  a  tendency  in  the  narrow  fabric  line  to  slow  up.  Thb  is  particu- 
larly true  of  the  Tamarack  Company.  The  demand  for  woolen  goods  has  been  quiet, 
but  there  is  a  greater  demand  for  all  classes  of  knit  goods.  The  manufacturers  of  silk 
goods  report  that  the  market  is  very  much  livelier,  and  prices  have  stiffened  con- 
siderably. The  difficulties  that  developed  in  the  weaving  department  of  the  Green- 
halgh  Mills,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Pennsylvania  Textile  Company,  have  been  ironed 
out.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  the  Pennsylvania  Textile  Company  they  have  a 
full  force  working  on  a  full  time  schedule  daily.  The  demand  for  hosiery  is  very 
active,  and  manufacturers  of  fancy  textiles  report  very  excellent  business. 

The  retail  merchants  report  a  considerable  betterment  in  the  volume  of  merchan- 
dise sold. 

So  far  in  the  month  the  output  of  gas  has  shown  a  decided  increase  as  compared 
with  last  year,  last  week  showing  an  increase  of  20  per  cent  in  the  output. 

Much  acdvity  characterizes  the  building  trade,  and  there  is  a  demand  for  car- 
penters  and  laborers  since  the  settlement  of  the  strike.  They  have  been  handicapped 
to  a  certain  extent,  due  to  insufficient  building  material  on  account  of  freight 
congestion. 

Unskilled  labor  is  scarce,  it  having  been  necessary  for  local  coal  dealers  to  in- 
crease their  rates  paid  to  the  coal  carriers  in  order  to  enable  them  to  hold  sufficient 
men  to  deliver  the  coal  which  they  are  receiving,  and  all  things  point  to  the  fact 
that  labor  will  be  well  employed  for  some  time. 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  October  26 

The  American  Agricultural  Chemical  Company  has  conunenced  full  operation  of 
their  large  plant  at  Goulding,  a  suburb  of  this  city. 

The  Bruce  Dry  Dock  Company  has  not  been  as  active  during  the  past  month  as 
previous  to  that  time,  and  have  found  it  necessary  to  cut  their  forces  to  a  certain 
extent.  It  is  a  very  unfortunate  situation  that  under  present  Shipping  Board  orders 
practically  all  of  the  vessels  coming  into  the  gulf  ports  for  repairs  are  sent  to  Mobile, 
Ala.  This  action  of  the  Shipping  Board  is  having  a  very  depressing  affect  on  business 
which  should  naturally  come  to  Pensacola  port  industries. 

Wholesale  merchants  report  a  satisfactory  business  in  the  territory  tributary  to 
Pensacola.  Retail  merchants  report  that  business  during  the  past  month  has  been 
better  than  was  expected. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  condition  of  company's  business  from  that  reported  last 
month.  The  power  station  output  is  such  as  to  assure  us  that  our  estimates  made  in 
recent  communications  were  not  over-drawn  and  that  the  light  and  power  business 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year  will  quite  exceed  our  estimates.  We  expect  this 
satisfactory  business  to  continue  for  sometime  in  the  future. 
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Freight  business  has  begun  to  pick  up  with  the  starting  of  work  on  the  contract 
for  the  flying  field  at  the  Naval  Air  Station.  Rolling  stock  shortage  is  still  a£Fecting 
our  freight  business  in  some  lines  and  this  condition  appears  to  be  getting  worse 
instead  of  better. 

The  San  Carlos  Hotel  changed  hands  during  the  past  month  and  became  the 
property  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Harbeson,  a  very  prominent  lumberman  and  capitalist  of 
West  Florida.  It  is  generally  considered  that  Mr.  Harbeson  will  develop  very  greatly 
Pensacola  as  a  tourist  resort,  and  it  is  considered  fortunate  for  Pensacola  and  the 
hotel  that  the  change  was  made. 

Employment  conditions  as  a  whole  are  showing  steady  improvement  and  common 
labor  is  not  so  easily  secured  as  during  the  past  summer. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Shine,  who  has  been  our  claim  agent  for  a  number  of  years,  was  married 
on  October  17  to  Miss  Lilub  Taylor  of  Pensacola.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shine  will 
spend  two  weeks  at  Tate  Springs,  Georgia,  after  which  they  will  take  a  long  automo- 
bile trip  through  the  Blue  Grass  region  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shine  are  both 
extremely  popular  in  Pensacola  and  their  many  friends  wish  for  them  aU  the 
happiness  to  be  hoped  for. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Roy  announce  the  birth  of  a  daughter.  Mr.  Roy  is  a 
member  of  our  accounting  department,  and  has  been  with  the  company  for  several 
years. 

Mr.  Harry  Sharpless,  chief  engineer  b  making  an  automobile  trip  to  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  on  his  vacation.  Mrs.  Sharpless  left  Pensacola  several  weeks  ago  to 
spend  a  short  while  at  her  old  home  in  Tampa. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Murray,  formerly  of  Reno,  has  come  to  Pensacola  to  take  the  position 
of  assistant  treasurer,  succeeding  Mr.  W.  B.  Anderson  who  resigned  in  September. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Johansen,  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Tampa  Electric  Company,  spent 
a  month  in  Pensacola  as  acting  assbtant  treasurer  during  the  rime  between  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Anderson  and  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Murray.  Mr.  Johansen  is  an 
old  Pensacola  boy  and  his  stay  in  Pensacola  was  in  the  nature  of  a  vacarion  for  him. 

Mr.  Alba  H.  Warren,  of  the  El  Paso  Electric  Railway  Company,  at  one  time 
manager  of  this  company,  spent  a  short  while  in  Pensacola  on  hb  return  to  El  Paso 
from  the  Boston  convention. 

Messrs.  Francis  and  Powell  are  engaged  at  this  time  in  making  the  annual 
audit  of  the  company's  book^. 

Ponce,  P.  R.,  September  27 

Owing  to  this  being  the  off  season  for  sugar,  tobacco  and  coffee,  which  comprise 
the  principal  industries  of  this  island,  industrial  and  commercial  activities  are  very 
low,  but  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a  favorable  change  during  the  next  few 
months,  as  one  of  the  largest  cigar  factories  in  this  community  will  reassume  the 
manufacture  of  cigars  although  on  a  reduced  basis.  Abo  several  hand-made  blouse 
shops  have  increased  their  weekly  output  of  blouses  and  to  that  effect  over  1,000 
girls  are  being  employed. 

While  conditions  as  aforesaid  prevail,  wholesale  business  will  be  poor,  as  practi- 
cally the  most  important  wholesale  shipments  are  of  these  products.  The  retail 
business,  however,  has  improved  somewhat  recently. 

Business  inactivity  has,  to  some  extent,  affected  our  commercial  lighdng  busi- 
ness, as  a  large  number  of  small  stores  have  been  compelled  to  close.  On  the  other 
hand,  residential  lighting  business  has  increased  quite  a  little,  which  probably  is 
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due  to  people  staying  at  home  evenings  rather  than  seek  some  sort  of  amusement 
which  would  cause  the  expenditure  of  money. 

The  outlook  of  the  company  for  the  future  is  encouraging,  as  the  resumption 
of  the  manufacturing  of  cigars  and  the  sugar  and  coffee  crops  will  greatly  improve 
present  conditions. 

Quite  a  number  of  small  houses  are  being  built  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  With 
the  exception  of  one  bank  building  and  one  commercial  house  there  is  no  other 
important  building  going  on. 

Most  of  the  people  who  moved  to  the  country  while  the  schoob  were  closed 
have  returned  to  the  city  as  the  school  term  has  commenced,  and  as  a  consequence, 
there  are  less  houses  vacant,  although  the  most  expensive  ones  are  still  unoccupied. 

G>mmon  labor  rates  are  sHU  low,  and  it  is  expected  that  laborers  will  be  paid 
1 1. 00  a  day  for  this  year's  sugar  and  coffee  crops. 

There  has  been  quite  some  rain  during  the  last  week,  which  has  considerably 
aided  the  irrigation  of  fields  dedicated  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  coffee  and  other 
products  of  minor  importance.  This  rain  has  filled  the  rivers  and  has  induced  the 
planters  to  cultivate  more  land. 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Keen,  manager,  left  for  the  States,  September  17,  to  attend  the 
managers'  convention  which  will  be  held  in  Boston  during  the  early  part  of  October. 
He  expects  to  return  about  the  middle  of  November. 

Mr.  R.  a.  Landry  arrived  from  the  Boston  ofiice  to  take  the  position  of  engineer 
at  the  power  plant  left  vacant  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Paine,  who  was  compelled  to  resign 
due  to  illness  of  his  mother  in  the  States.  Mr.  Paine  left  September  20. 

On  September  4,  Labor  Day,  the  company  gave  its  employees  an  outing  to 
which  aU  those  who  were  not  on  duty  participated.  Many  of  the  employees  took 
part  in  the  athletic  events  carried  out  during  the  day,  and  afterward  they  were 
served  a  very  succulent  meal  which  everyone  present  enjoyed.  This  outing  took 
place  on  the  lot  which  the  company  owns  in  the  rear  of  the  power  station. 

Reno,  Nev.  October  23 

The  Southern  Pacific  Company  reports  that  the  past  month  has  shown  the 
heaviest  freight  traffic  over  this  division  in  the  history  of  that  company. 

There  has  been  no  change  during  the  past  month  in  local  retail  business 
conditions. 

No  decision  has  as  yet  been  received  in  the  gas  rate  case,  and  no  indications  of  any 
decision  in  the  immediate  future  have  been  given.  Recently  the  company's  attor- 
neys caUed  the  attention  of  the  Federal  judge  to  handling  the  case  to  the  effect  that 
the  Government's  index  of  prices  has  increased  13  points  since  the  case  was  heard. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  letter  may  stir  the  judge  to  some  action. 

During  the  past  month  returns  from  aU  departments  were  decidedly 
encouraging.  The  United  Comstock  Mines  Company,  the  company's  largest  power 
customer,  is  almost  one  full  month  ahead  of  its  operating  schedule  as  contemplated 
by  the  company,  which  has  resulted  in  an  increase  in  gross  earnings  of  over  the 
expected  amount  for  this  month.  All  the  other  large  power  customers  continue  to 
operate  at  full  capacity,  with  the  result  that  the  total  requirements,  of  the  system 
have  increased  500  or  600  kilowatts  over  the  September  maximum. 

Negotiations  are  under  way  having  as  a  possible  result  the  securing  of  a  new 
cement  plant  as  a  power  customer.  This  plant,  if  served  with  power  by  the  company, 
should  result  in  a  large  increase  in  revenue. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


482  Stone  6?  Webster  Journal 

The  real  estate  market  continues  dull  with  a  number  of  houses  offered  for  sale  at 
what  is  considered  by  prospective  buyers,  excesstre  prices.  Rent  houses  are  very 
difficult  to  obtain,  and,  where  obtainable,  bring  annual  rental  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  average  person. 

The  past  thirty  days  has  brought  a  continuation  of  the  drought  mentioned  in  the 
last  month's  letter.  With  the  exception  of  a  light  storm  eariy  in  the  month,  there  has 
been  no  precipitation  at  all.  However,  the  water  supply  furnished  by  last  year's 
snows  is  still  ample  for  both  power  and  irrigation  purposes,  and  undoubtedly  will  be 
sufficient  to  last  until  the  winter  storms. 

On  October  18,  Ma.  Jambs  E.  Muaaxr  left  Reno  for  Pensacola  to  assume  the 
duties  of  assistant  treasurer  at  that  place.  Mrs.  Murray  accompanied  him  as  far  as 
Austin,  Texas,  where  she  will  remain  for  a  few  weeks  visiting  her  parents.  This 
event  was  met  by  this  organization  with  the  mixed  emotions  of  pleasure  at  Jim's 
promotion  and  regret  for  his  and  Mrs.  Murray's  departure.  These  emotions  found 
expression  in  the  gift  of  a  very  handsome  watch.  Mr.  Irviwo  L.  Stinb  has  succeeded 
Ma.  MuaaAY  as  chief  clerk.  Ma.  Chakles  W.  Fair  has  succeeded  Ma.  Stute  as 
general  clerk.  Ma.  Lester  Odams  has  lOucceeded  Ma.  Fair  as  cash  derk  and  Ma. 
Paul  MuaoocH  has  succeeded  Ma.  Odams  as  ledger  derk. 

Mr.  George  A.  Gucpbell,  manager,  is  attending  the  managers'  convendoo  in 
Boston. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Mason,  accompanied  by  his  family,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  a 
beach  resort  near  Los  Angdes. 

Mrs.  Freddie  Guessman,  who  as  Miss  Freddie  Hilp  was  employed  for 
several  years  by  this  company,  has  rejoined  our  organization  as  cashier.  Mas. 
Guessman  resigned  in  1919  to  go  over-seas  as  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  canteen  worker. 

On  October  20,  company  parties  were  resumed  for  the  winter,  the  usual  program 
of  speaking  with  dandng  and  cards  afterwards  being  followed.  Ma.  Henry  R 
Carpenter  gave  the  prindpal  talk  of  the  evening  and  short  talks  were  given  by 
Messrs.  Wentworth  and  Seaborn. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  October  15 

There  has  been  no  dedded  change  during  the  month  in  the  general  industrial 
situation  in  Savannah  and  vicinity.  The  activity  in  the  fertilizer  industry  continues 
with  practically  aU  the  plants  in  operation  One  of  the  cotton  mills  dosed  down 
temporarily  during  the  month  due  to  lack  of  seed.  All  of  the  oil  mills  aie  now  running 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  Southern  Cotton  Oil  Company  will  shordy  begin  opera- 
tion of  its  peanut  milL  The  sugar  refinery  has  continued  in  operation  during  the 
month,  but  during  the  next  two  months  it  b  expected  that  it  will  curtail  operadoos 
considerably. 

During  the  month  of  September,  80  ships  entered  the  port  of  Savannah  with  a 
total  tonnage  of  116,315.  Of  this  number  of  ships  61  were  American  with  a  total 
tonnage  of  166^^12. 

The  custom  recdpts  for  September,  1922  amounted  to  1807,608  showing  a  con- 
siderable increase  over  those  of  August  which  were  1697^^12. 

The  cotton  exports  fix>m  Savannah  since  August  i,  1922,  were  97,184  bales  in 
comparison  with  190,946  bales  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

In  naval  stores  exports  the  shipments  of  turpentine  rince  April  i,  1922,  amount  to 
ISAS9  <^^^^  o^  turpentine  in  comparison  with  28,393  casks  for  the  same  period  in 
1 92 1,  while  the  exports  of  rosin  since  April  i  were  129,273  barrels  as  compared  to 
100,066  barrels  during  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 
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Since  September  i,  1922,  a  total  of  10,227,000  feet  of  lumber  has  been  shipped 
from  Savannah,  of  which  amount  1,292,000  feet  were  shipped  to  foreign  ports. 

Announcement  has  been  made  that  the  Fuller  Brush  G>mpan7  of  Hartford,  G>nn. 
will  use  the  port  of  Savannah  as  a  distributing  point  through  the  Southeastern 
states.  The  company  will  establish  a  warehouse  here  and  will  carry  |2oo,ooo  worth 
of  stock. 

The  cotton  market  continues  steady,  and  shows  an  advance  in  prices  as  compared 
with  the  quotations  of  a  month  ago.  The  gross  receipts  of  cotton  since  August  i, 
1922  amount  to  175,880  bales  in  comparison  with  267,249  bales  for  the  same  period 
in  1921. 

The  naval  stores  receipts  for  the  month  of  September,  1922,  amount  to  12,944 
casks  of  turpentine  and  42,749  barreb  of  rosin.  The  naval  stores  receipts  since 
April  1, 1922,  amount  to  77,781  casks  of  turpentine  and  242,020  barrels  of  rosin  in 
comparison  with  76/D05  casks  of  turpentine  and  213,031  barreb  of  rosin  for  the 
corresponding  period  in  1921. 

The  local,  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  business  as  very  unsatisfactory 
and  state  that  there  has  been  very  little  improvement  during  the  month. 

The  Bimey  safety  cars  continue  to  operate  satisfactorily  on  the  A.  &.  B.  Belt  and 
Habersham  Street  lines,  although  no  marked  mcreased  riding  has  been  noted  on 
these  lines  during  the  month  other  than  that  due  to  the  opening  of  the  schoob. 

Although  our  generating  plants  output  thus  far  thb  month  b  slightly  less  than 
for  the  corresponding  period  in  September,  the  production  for  the  first  24  days 
of  October,  1922,  shows  an  increase  over  the  corresponding  period  in  1921,  and 
indications  are  that  the  net  generated  for  the  month  will  exceed  that  of  October, 
1 92 1,  a  considerable  amount.  The  decreased  demand  for  power  by  the  ice  factories 
has  been  offset  by  increased  consumption  of  the  fertilizer  plants  and  oil  milb  The. 
outlook  for  the  light  and  power  department  for  the  next  few  months  b  bright,  al- 
though it  b  expected  that  the  sugar  refinery  will  cut  down  operation  temporarily  in 
November  and  December,  as  b  usually  the  practice  during  that  period. 

Several  valuable  real  estate  transfers  have  been  made  during  the  month,  but 
building  activities  seem  to  have  slackened  up  somewhat  as  fewer  permits  have  been 
issued.  However,  there  are  still  quite  a  number  of  new  houses  under  construction. 
It  b  announced  that  the  Savannah  Creosoting  G>mpany,  which  has  a  plant  at  Port 
Wentworth,  b  preparing  to  let  a  contract  for  about  $50,000  worth  of  improvements. 
These  improvements  will  include  a  new  wharf  and  new  trackage  facilities. 

During  the  month  of  September  1922,  56  building  permits  were  issued  valued  at 
^4,979.  Thb  b  in  comparison  with  69  permits  issued  during  September,  1921, 
valued  at  1102,840. 

The  number  of  unemployed  in  Savannah  has  been  reduced  somewhat  because  of 
the  activity  in  the  fertilizer  industry,  and  the  increased  operation  of  the  cotton  oil 
milb,  but  labor  of  all  classes  continues  to  be  plentiful. 

Mr.  p.  R.  Williams  and  Ma.  A.  Daooett  of  the  auditing  department  com- 
pleted the  audit  of  thb  company  on  October  11,  and  left  for  Tampa,  Florida. 

Ma.  H.  C.  Foss,  district  manager,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Brooks,  manager,  have 
returned  fix>m  the  managers'  convention  which  was  held  at  Boston,  Mass. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  at  the  October  meeting  of  the  Savannah  Electric 
Benefit  Association  which  was  held  in  the  Casino  at  Thunderbolt  on  October  4. 
A  very  pleasing  program  was  given  which  had  been  arranged  by  Mr.  L.  F.  Reioel, 
sales  agent.  Among  the  numbers  on  the  program  was  a  vocal  selection  by  Miss 
Atkins  and  Miss  Hill  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Harmon  Meter  at  the  piano.  Miss 
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Atiuks  and  Mrs.  MBrBR  are  daughters  of  Ma.  Atiuns,  chief  engineer  at  our  power 
plant.  After  the  entertainment  dancing  was  enjoyed,  music  being  furnished  by 
Rabey's  Orchestra. 

The  district  convention  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  was  held  in  Savannah  on  October 
19  and  20. 

The  Gmnective  Club,  an  organization  composed  of  several  employees  of  the  line, 
plant  and  installation  departments,  held  its  meeting  at  Ambos'  at  Thunderbolt  on 
Friday,  October  13. 

Mr.  Hardy  Croom  arrived  in  Savannah  on  October  11,  and  will  take  up  his 
residence  in  this  city.  Mr.  Croom  will  be  connected  with  the  district  office,  and  will 
engage  in  special  work  in  connection  with  the  companies  of  this  district. . 

Mr.  B.  E.  Milukek,  of  the  Pensacola  Electric  Company,  paid  us  a  short  visit 
during  the  month. 

Mr.  Alexander  Watsok  Cordes,  Jr.,  of  the  accounting  department,  announced 
the  birth  of  a  son,  Alexander  Watson  Cordes,  3rd,  on  October  19. 

Mr.  B.  T.  Lonoino,  of  the  Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Company,  spent 
several  days  in  Savannah  during  the  month  in  attendance  at  the  district  convention 
of  the  Kiwanis  Club. 

The  Savannah  Tri-State  Exposition  was  held  at  the  Fair  Grounds  during  the 
week  of  October  23  to  a8. 

Seattle,  Wash.,  October  23 

Lumber  continues  excellent.  The  cut  continues  to  be  in  excess  of  normal  and  ship- 
ments for  the  month  of  September  were  60  per  cent  greater  than  fb  1921.  California 
and  the  Atlantic  coast  register  the  heaviest  gains,  with  a  pronounced  increase  in  box 
shooks. 

Local  fishing  conditions  are  not  particularly  good,  salmon  being  very  poor.  The 
Alaska  salmon  pack  continues  to  show  up  better  as  more  complete  returns  come  in. 
The  halibut  catches  are  good  and  the  price  is  increasing. 

Fruit  crops,  this  year,  were  excellent,  but  the  success  of  the  apple  crop  depends 
entirely  on  the  ability  of  the  growers  to  obtain  refrigerator  cars,  which  to  date  has 
been  very  difficult. 

Conditions  at  the  local  coal  mines  are  excellent. 

Both  wholesale  and  retail  business  show  a  steady  but  slow  improvement,  with 
retail  trade  probably  leading. 

Announcement  made  this  week  by  the  United  States  Chamber  of  Conunerce 
states  that,  based  on  the  sales  efficiency  measured  in  terms  of  turn-over,  Seattle 
stores  lead  all  cities  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  with  the  exception  of  Los  Angeles,  with 
which  it  is  tied. 

The  Company's  business  showed  a  slight  increase  for  the  month,  and  indications 
are  that  this  will  continue. 

Real  estate  is  quiet,  with  only  one  or  two  large  sales  being  recorded.  Building 
continues  excellent,  with  no  seasonal  let  up. 

Labor  conditions  are  good,  with  demand  for  practicaUy  all  classes  exceeding 
supply. 

To  help  the  financing  of  extensions  to  the  company's  plant,  an  issue  of  2,000  shares 
of  six  per  cent  cumulative  preference  stock  is  to  be  made  through  the  company 
offices  of  the  Puget  Sound  district.  This  issue  is  considered  attractive  as  it  is  sold  at 
I85  a  share  and  is  callable  at  I125  a  share.  It  is  preceeded  only  by  the  company's 
bonds  and  a  comparatively  small  issue  of  prior  preference  stock.  Dividends  are 
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p«yable  quarterly.  The  present  sale  is  limited  to  subscripdons  received  up  to  and 
including  November  14. 

Ma.  D.  N.  Kino,  tax  and  insurance  agent,  spent  several  days  in  the  Northern 
Division,  making  his  annual  inspection  of  company  property  upon  which  insurance 
expires  at  the  end  of  the  year.  During  his  absence,  he  visited  Bellingham,  Mount 
Vernon,  Burlington,  Sedro  Woolley,  and  Everett. 

W.  H.  McGrath,  vice-president,  attended  the  managers'  convention  in 
Boston,  returned  on  October  23. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Thomas,  publicity  agent,  has  been  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  sute 
and  in  the  Gray's  Harbor  section  on  business. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Stroop,  assistant  treasurer,  and  Mr.  M.  E.  Williams,  of  the  treasury 
department  of  the  Bellingham  Company,  were  in  Seattle  on  the  23rd.,  in  conference 
with  F.  W.  Brownbll,  comptroller,  in  regard  to  interurban  accounting. 

Sydney,  Nova  Scoha,  October  13 

During  the  past  month  or  since  September  13,  general  business  conditions  have 
continued  to  show  steady  improvement  as  was  anticipated  at  that  time. 

On  October  10  the  executive  officials  of  District  No.  16,  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  together  with  officials  of  the  British  Empire  Steel  Corporation,  repre- 
senting the  coal  mines  in  Nova  Scotia,  signed  an  agreement  covering  working  con- 
ditions and  wages  already  agreed  upon  during  the  early  part  of  September.  This 
contract  was  retroactive  to  July  15, 1922  and  will  not  expire  until  January  15, 1924. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Nova  Scotia  miners  who  went  on  strike  August  15  did 
not  return  to  work  until  September  7,  the  output  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Company, 
Limited,  in  the  Glace  Bay  District  during  September  was  278,583  tons  as  compared 
with  273,049  tons  in  September,  1921, 149,917  tons  in  August,  1922,  and  314,603  in 
July,  1922.  Coal  shipments  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  a  much  lesser  extent  for 
American  ports,  have  continued  limited  only  by  ships  easily  available,  loading 
facilities  and  coal  output. 

A  comparatively  new  coal  mine  recently  owned  by  Mr.  Vincent  McFadden  has 
just  been  sold  by  him  to  Mr.  George  B.  Burchell,  managing  director  of  the  Bras 
d'Or  Coal  Company,  Limited. 

Operations  at  the  plant  of  the  Dominion  Iron  &  Steel  Company,  Limited,  in 
Sydney  have  been  steadily  increasing  until  at  the  present  time  there  are  well  over 
3,000  men  employed,  with  a  daily  payroll  in  excess  of  1 12,000.  Two  blast  furnaces 
which  are  in  operation  have  three  times  during  the  present  season  broken  all 
previous  records.  On  Wednesday,  October  18,  they  turned  out  771  tons  of  iron,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  high  record  of  665  tons,  made  one  day  in  December 
1921.  On  the  same  day,  October  18,  1922,  No.  i  blast  furnace  broke  all  previous 
records  for  a  single  furnace  with  an  output  of  456  tons  of  iron. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  have  recently  placed  with  the  Dominion  Iron  and 
Steel  Company,  Limited,  an  order  for  25,000  tons  of  100  pound  rails  for  spring 
delivery.  Further  orders  from  the  Canadian  National  Railways  and  probably  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  are  expected.  The  Rod,  Wire  and  Nail  Mills  have  been 
operating  at  capacity.  A  new  galvanizing  frame  is  now  being  constructed  at  a  cost  of 
150,000  so  as  to  permit  of  120  tons  of  galvanized  wire  being  turned  out  per  day 
instead  of  60,  which  is  the  capacity  at  present. 

A  steamer  was  recently  loaded  in  Sydney  Harbor  with  1,800  tons  of  pig  iron  con- 
signed to  Philadelphia.  On  the  same  boat  there  was  shipped  400  tons  of  wire  rods 
for  New  York,  which  is  to  be  reshipped  to  Vancouver. 
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President  Wolvin  of  the  British  Empire  Steel  G>rporation  has  just  announced 
that  it  b  probable  a  third  blast  furnace  will  be  blown  in  shortly. 

Resumption  of  work  at  the  coal  mines  and  steel  plant  has  improved  both  whole- 
sale and  retail  general  business  to  a  marked  extent.  On  September  i6  approximately 
1 100,000  of  back  pay  was  distributed  to  the  miners  of  the  Glace  Bay  District,  and  on 
September  18,  about  $30,000  of  back  pay  was  distributed  to  miners  and  employees  of 
the  Nova  Scotia  Steel  &  Coal  G>mpany,  Limited,  at  North  Sydney,  Sydney  Mines, 
Florence  and  Little  Bras  d'Or.  This,  together  with  mcreaaed  pay  and  steady  work, 
has  naturally  stimulated  business  throughout  the  whole  district. 

During  the  month  of  September  the  Cape  Breton  Electric  Company,  limited, 
suffered  a  loss  in  gross  earnings  as  compared  with  September,  1921.  Through  the 
strictest  economy  and  with  every  employee  loyally  co-operating,  expenses  were 
materially  reduced,  making  the  net  earnings  better  than  last  year. 

For  the  first  20  days  of  October,  earnings  of  the  railway  department  are  approxi- 
mately 10  per  cent  greater  than  for  the  first  20  days  of  September,  1923.  During  the 
same  period  the  ferry  department  earnings  were  slightly  higher  than  in  September. 

September  was  the  second  month  in  1922  to  go  over  the  %icofioo  mark  for 
building  permits  and  it  b  expected  that  the  total  building  in  1922  will  exceed  that  of 
the  year  1920,  to  say  nothing  of  1921;  |i  14,000  has  already  been  expended  for  con- 
struction of  homes  under  the  Housing  Act. 

Empbyment  conditions  have  been  steadily  improving  and  there  seems  to  be  no 
marked  shortage  of  labor  at  the  present  time. 

The  morning  of  Thursday,  October  19,  saw  the  ground  covered  with  snow,  which, 
however,  melted  during  the  forenoon.  The  last  few  days  have  been  exceedingly  cold 
and  wintry. 

Miu  C.  C.  Curtis,  manager,  returned  October  18  from  Boston,  where  he  attended 
the  managers'  convention. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Woodill,  manager's  clerk,  has  left  the  company  in  order  to  take  an 
engineering  course  at  Dalhousie  University. 

Mr.  F.  p.  Hbaley,  of  the  accounting  department,  left  our  employ  on  October  i. 

Mr.  T.  N.  Payne,  superintendent's  dak,  spent  hb  vacation  in  Halifax  visiting 
hb  parents. 

Mrs.  G.  L.  Baker,  who  has  been  with  thb  company  for  the  past  three  years  as 
stock  and  line  clerk  in  the  superintendent's  office,  leift  our  employ  during  September 
and  is  at  present  residing  in  Toronto. 

Mr.  Charles  Robertson  recently  entered  our  employ  as  power  house  derk. 

Tacoma,  Wash.,  October  23 

Local  banks  report  collections  good  so  far  as  latge  operators  are  concerned.  Some 
loans  have  been  slow  in  coming  in  and  there  have  been  several  caUs  for  renewals, 
although  the  volume  is  not  great.  Savings  accounts  suffered  somewhat  during  July 
and  August,  largdy  as  a  result  of  strike  in  railroad  shops.  However,  a  gain  was  noted 
in  the  savings  as  a  result  of  new  employment  the  last  few  vreeks.  Conditions,  gener- 
ally, are  good.  Lumber  is  in  good  demand  and  prices  firm. 

Congestion  on  eastern  railroads  has  brought  about  an  unprecedented  car  shotage 
in  the  West  and  there  is  no  immediate  hope  of  a  return  to  a  satisfactory  operating 
performance. 

The  Tacoma  Lumbermen's  Club  has  raised  a  fund  of  $25,000  to  advertise  Tacoma 
as  the  **Lumber  Capital  of  the  World." 

On  account  of  the  Todd  Drydock  &  Construction  Corporation  of  Tacoma 
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securing  contract  for  the  building  of  a  passenger  vessel  for  the  Alaska  Steamship 
G>mpany  to  cost  approximately  11,000,000—350  men  have  been  added  to  the 
payroll  of  the  company. 

Site  has  been  selected  for  Tacoma's  community  hotel  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
construction  work  will  be  commenced  early  in  March,  1923. 

Travel  to  Mount  Tacoma  for  the  1921  season  showed  an  increase  of  25  per  cent 
over  previous  high  record  in  1920.  Every  state  in  the  union  was  represented  by 
visitors  as  well  as  12  foreign  countries  and  four  United  States  territorial  possessions. 

Retail  trade  continues  to  hold  the  advantage  of  stimulated  sales.  Wholesale 
business  is  in  good  volume.  Predictions  for  good  business  volumes  for  fall  and  winter 
are  made  generally  by  the  trade. 

Coal  production  in  the  mines  of  Washington  is  increasing  steadily.  Union  mines 
are  now  operating  with  approximately  full  crews.  Non-union  mines  are  running  on  a 
basis  of  about  18,000  tons  per  week,  which  is  said  to  be  just  about  what  market 
conditions  require. 

Tacoma's  new  building  valuations  for  1922  will  greatly  exceed  those  of  last  year. 

Further  indication  of  an  increased  stability  in  all  lines  of  business  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  many  requests  are  coming  in  from  firms  in  various  lines  of  business  for 
long  term  leases.  The  new  hotel  will  cause  several  changes  in  locations  for  various 
firms  and  will  create  some  litde  activity  in  store  rentals. 

G>nstruction  work  has  started  on  the  rebuilding  of  the  Puget  Sound  Electric 
Railway  terminal  building  in  Tacoma,  for  the  use  of  the  Puget  Sound  Electric 
Railway  and  Thompson  &  Smith  Transportation  G>mpany's  line  of  busses 
operating  between  Tacoma  and  Olympia.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  is  |2o,ooo 
and  it  is  planned  to  have  the  building  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  weekly  pass  has  been  in  effect  on  the  Tacoma  Railway  and  Power  G>mpany 
lines  fijr  13  weeks — and  each  week's  returns  have  shown  an  increase  over  the 
previous  week.  The  total  sales  for  No.  i  pass  amounted  to  7007 — while  those  for 
the  No.  13  pass  amounted  to  10,151,  which  shows  the  popularity  of  the  pass  in 
Tacoma. 

Mr.  L.  L.  Lamb,  general  shop  foreman  of  Tacoma  Railway  and  Power  Gunpany, 
has  returned  from  the  American  Electric  Railway  Association  convention  held  in 
Chicago  this  month. 

Howard  Neill  and  G.  L.  Baker,  traveling  auditors,  are  making  an  audit  of  the 
books. 

Mr.  O.  O.  Rutlbdob  has  been  appointed  representative  of  the  Puget  Sound 
Power  &  Light  G>mpany  at  Puyallup  and  Sumner.  Prior  to  this  appointment  Mr. 
Rutlbdob  was  in  the  train  service  of  the  Puget  Sound  Electric  Railway  for  13 
years  and  his  record  has  won  for  him  not  only  the  recognition  and  esteem  of  the 
company  but  the  good  will  and  friendship  of  the  people  of  Puyallup  and  the  Valley. 

The  Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company  is  building  a  lighting  extension  into  the 
Mountain  View  district  near  PuyaUup. 

The  Western  Washington  Fair  at  Puyallup  closed  the  most  successful  meet  in  its 
history  this  month — the  week's  attendance  being  over  150,000.  The  Puget  Sound 
Power  &  Light  Company  sent  out  over  7,000  invitations  to  employees  and  friends  to 
attend  Electric  Night  at  the  Fair — the  company  being  featured  in  the  horse  races, 
fireworks  and  other  special  stunts. 

Mr.  George  Snider,  purchasing  agent,  and  Mr.  George  Levenhagen,  store- 
keeper, attended  the  meeting  in  Everett  this  month  for  purchasing  agents  and 
storekeepers  of  the  Everett^  Belli  ngham,  Seattle  and  Tacoma  properties. 
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Mk.  Georob  W.  Rounds,  general  superintendent  of  transportation,  has  returned 
fix>m  a  visit  in  the  East.  Mr.  Rounds  also  attended  the  American  Electric  Railway 
Association  convention  in  Chicago. 

Tampa,  Fla.,  October  23 

The  cigar  industry  continues  to  be  flooded  with  orders,  and  there  is  work  for 
every  factory.  There  is  still  a  shortage  of  cigar  makers. 

Several  retail  merchants  report  that  the  month  of  September  was  the  first  month 
in  which  their  volume  of  sales  exceeded  those  of  1921.  They  are  all  optimistic  over 
the  faU  season's  business. 

Our  prediction  of  September  21,  that  our  decreases  would  gradually  be  wiped  out 
in  the  railway  department,  seems  to  have  been  well  founded,  as  their  was  consider- 
able reduction  in  the  percentage  decrease  in  the  month  of  September. 

In  the  lighting  department  we  are  again  showing  a  substantial  increase  being 
approximately  14  per  cent  in  September,  with  an  unusually  lai^  number  of  cut-ins 
for  new  customers. 

The  labor  supply  is  plentiful. 

Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.,  Division  of  Engineering  and  G>nstruction,  Mr.  F.  G. 
Dana,  local  superintendent,  has  started  work  on  the  high  tension  line  between 
Tampa  and  Plant  City.  This  line  is  being  built  to  serve  the  Plant  City  Public 
Service  Company,  a  corporation  furnishing  light,  power  and  ice  to  residents  of 
Plant  City.  Other  smaller  conmiunities  between  Tampa  and  Plant  City  will  also  be 
served  by  this  line. 

While  attempting  to  swim  a  short  distance  to  shore  to  obtain  assistance  for  a 
party  of  friends  who  were  adrift  in  a  boat  without  oars.  Major  Oscar  Carrol, 
eighteen-year-old  assistant  stockkeeper,  was  drowned  in  Hillsborough  Bay  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  October  7.  A  large  number  of  employees  immediately  began 
searching  for  the  body  but  it  was  not  recovered  until  early  Monday  morning. 
Major  was  an  excepdonaUy  bright,  industrious  young  man  and  very  popular  with 
all  members  of  our  organizarion.  He  is  survived  by  his  mother,  two  sisters  and  one 
brother,  the  latter  being  our  present  office  boy. 

Mrs.  Millie  Craft,  wife  of  Chester  L.  Craft,  train-master,  died  September  22 
after  a  lingering  illness.  Besides  her  husband,  she  is  survived  by  two  small  children. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Edwards,  superintendent  of  transportation,  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Bertie  L.  Bigelman  on  October  5. 

Mr.  William  L.  Jay  and  Mr.  Gbrlald  Cushman  have  been  employed  by  the 
accounting  department  during  the  past  month. 

Mr.  p.  R.  Williams  and  A.  H.  Daggett,  of  the  auditing  department,  are  now  in 
Tampa  making  the  yearly  audit  of  our  books. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Hanlon,  Jr.,  has  returned  from  the  street  railway  convention  at 
Chicago  and  the  managers'  convenrion  at  Boston.  On  the  way  back  Mr.  Hanlon 
was  joined  at  Jacksonville  by  Mrs.  Hanlon  and  their  two  children,  T.  J.  3rd,  and 
Blanche,  who  were  returning  from  a  summer  vacation  in  northern  Michigan. 

WooNSocKET,  R.  I.,  October  23 

There  has  been  some  increase  in  the  operation  of  local  cotton  mills  during  the 
past  few  weeks,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  general  improvement  in  this  business 
would  continue  to  be  reflected  in  local  manufactures. 

The  woolen  and  worsted  business,  as  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year,  is  pro- 
ducing on  full  schedule,  and  local  mill  men  feel  very  optimistic  regarding  pro- 
duction for  some  months  to  come. 
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Business  is  very  poor  in  local  machine  shops  and  textile  machinery  manufactur- 
ing plants.  The  Woonsocket  Machine  and  Press  G>mpany  b  operating  about 
15  per  cent  of  normal  and  the  Taft-Pierce  Manufacturing  G>mpany  about  65 
per  cent  of  normal. 

Local  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  business  as  good. 

The  increased  activities  in  the  local  textile  mills  has  caused  our  power  output 
to  pracdcaUy  return  to  normal,  and  this,  together  with  the  gradual  coming  on  of 
new  business  contracted  during  the  year,  has  resulted  in  a  material  increase  in 
maximum  station  demands.  We  have  been  advised  by  Mr.  McDonald,  of  McDon- 
ald Bros,  quarry  that  they  have  practically  decided  to  accept  our  proposition 
for  line  extension  for  power  sale,  and  we  expect  a  definite  answer  shortly.  The 
Shambow  Shuttle  Company  has  advised  us  that  they  will  make  some  increases 
in  load,  but  this  will  probably  be  handled  by  our  present  transformer  installation. 

Our  campaign  on  gas  and  electric  irons  ended  on  October  la  This  campaign 
started  on  August  19,  and  during  this  period  a  total  of  444  electric  irons  and  167 
gas  irons  were  sold. 

The  Rhode  Island  Knitting  G>mpany  has  completed  plans  whereby  it  will  add 
a  new  building  to  its  plant.  This  building  will  be  40  by  100  feet  and  work  on  same 
will  be  started  within  a  week  or  two.  We  have  interviewed  a  representative  of  this 
company  and  are  reasonably  sure  that  they  will  use  our  power  throughout  and  will 
also  install  a  gas  steam  boiler  to  supply  steam  for  process  work. 

The  local  Greek  element  are  contemplating  the  building  of  a  church  at  the  corner 
of  East  School  and  Elbow  Streets.  This  building  will  be  about  34  by  55,  and  will 
cost  about  116,500. 

The  deciding  baseball  game  between  the  teams  of  the  Pawtucket  and  Woonsocket 
divisions  was  played  off  in  thb  city,  September  22.  The  Pawtucket  aggregation 
evidently  hypnotized  our  boys,  for  only  one  of  our  players  saw  home  plate  while 
five  Pawtucket  boys  scored. 

Mr.  W.  C.  CuRTiN,  of  the  industrial  service  department,  attended  the  conven- 
tion of  the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society,  held  at  Swampscott,  Mass.,  Septem- 
ber 26,  27  and  28. 

Mr.  Edgar  L.  Granau,  student  engineer,  arrived  during  the  month  from  the 
statistics  department  of  the  Boston  ofiice. 

The  work  of  repairing  our  club  room,  damaged  by  fire,  June  10,  is  nearing 
completion.  It  is  expected  that  the  rooms  will  be  ready  for  the  opening  of  the  club 
activities  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 

Mr.  George  L.  Davis,  who  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  company  12  years, 
resigned  his  position  as  paymaster,  September  30,  to  go  into  business  for  himself. 

Mr.  Wiluam  Buckley  has  joined  the  organization  as  clerk  in  the  distribution 
department,  filling  the  place  of  Mr.  Ralph  Stinson,  who  has  been  made  pay- 
master. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Harley,  station  engineer,  has  returned  from  his  vacation. 

Miss  Catherine  E.  O'Neil,  telephone  operator,  was  married  to  Mr.  Joseph 
W.  Flynn,  at  Millville,  Mass.,  October  3.  Mrs.  Flynn  will  continue  her  duties 
with  the  company. 

Mr.  William  Fanning  has  been  employed  by  the  company  as  appliance  repair- 
man, to  fill  the  place  of  Mr.  Wiluam  Wheelocr,  who  has  been  transferred  to  the 
testing  department  as  meter  tester. 

Mr.  Edward  C.  Tuite,  of  the  sales  department,  is  now  convalescing  at  his 
home,  to  which  he  has  returned  from  the  Peter  Bent  Brigham  Hospital  of  Boston. 
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Mr.  E.  L.  Milukbn,  assistmnt  manager,  attended  the  managers'  convention 
held  in  Boston,  Mass.,  October  9  to  13. 

Messrs.  J.  C.  Harvin  and  B.  C.  Luther  were  with  us  during  the  month  cali- 
brating  the  meters  at  our  No.  i  station. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  £.  CoNKEr  announce  the  birth  of  a  son,  Robert 
William,  on  October  21. 

£.  L.  MiLUKEN,  assistant  manager,  was  recently  elected  chairman  of  the  Woon- 
socket  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 
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Aftermath  for  the  Managers 
By  G.  W.  Lee 

APROPOS  of  "sponsorships"  for  different  managers,  let 
me  illustrate  by  the  sponsorship  for  correct  English. 
Dr.  Francis  K.  Ball,  of  Ginn  &  G>mpany  (who  will  bring  out 
his  "Constructive  English"  next  spring),  is  sponsor  for  this 
subject.  I  have  submitted  many  a  puzzling  question  to  him 
while  the  manuscript  was  in  process;  and  he  is  supplying  me 
with  galley  proof  from  which  I  can  announce  some  of  the 
problems  that  this  book  will  settle.  We  have  in  our  library 
collection  about  thirty  books  to  refer  to  for  correct  English, 
but  not  one  of  them  seems  to  satisfy  the  majority  of  questions 
bearing  on  the  language  that  are  asked  of  us.  Dr.  Ball's  book, 
however,  promises  to  supersede  nearly  all  of  these  books,  for 
our  purposes  at  last.  Note  also  that  Dr.  Ball,  as  sponsor, 
serves  as  a  personal  source  of  appeal,  after  reasonable  effort 
has  been  made  to  get  satisfaction  from  other  sources. 

Referring  to  various  of  the  sections  in  the  galley  sheets  I 
want  to  mention  briefly  some  of  the  points  that  are  covered, 
though  there  is  not  room  to  quote  the  rules  or  explanations. 

No.  27.  Plurals  (Nos.  24-39). Nouns  in**fuir':Give  me  two 
Uaspoonsful  of  cream.  (**Two  teaspoons  full  of  cream"  means 
**two  separate  teaspoons  filled  with  cream.") 

No.  34.  Compound  nouns:  Knights  Templars,  Notaries 
Public. 

No.  35,  Letters,  figures,  signs:  "k,  k's,  3,  3's; — , — ,'s;  if, 
ifs;  I  O  U,  I  O  U'S." 

No.  37.  Proper  names:  Davis,  Davises;  Marx,  Marxes. 

No.  38.  Proper  names  with  titles:  Miss  Thompson,  the, 
Misses  Thompson,  (formal  style,  as  in  addressing  a  letter- 
544,  II) ;  the  Miss  "Thompsons  (informal  style,  as  in  conver- 
sation.) 

No.  39.  Foreign  nouns:  Exponents  in  mathematics  are 
called  indices  (in  di-sez);  the  tables  of  subjects  at  the  ends  of 
books  are  usually  called  indexes. 

No.  41.  Possessive  case:  Francis* Sy  Judas' Sy  Lewis* Sy 
Louis* Sy  Marcus* Sy  Harry  Moses* Sy  the  princess* Sy  Venus* s. 
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No.  42.  Exceptions  to  rule:  Conscience  mfor  conscience' 
sake. 

No.  63.  Mistakesincase:Thereis  nobody  here  but  /  [o.k.] 

No.  72.  Demonstrative  adjectives/'this  kind,"  etc.:  This 
kind  (or  sort)  of  men  are  hard  to  please. 

No.  78.  Case:  But  who  say  ye  that  I  am? — Matthew, 
XVI,  15  (Revised  Version).  (Predicate  nominative  after  ^m). 

No.  87.  *'Whose";  caution:  A  religion  whose  creed  they  do 
not  understand,  and  whose  precepts  they  habitually  disobey. 
— Macaulay.  {JVhose  is  proper  here  because  of  the  personal 
element  in  the  antecedent.) 

No.  108.  "Any  one"  etc.:  We  should  urge  everybody  to  do 
his  (not  ^' their'")  part. 

No.  120.  Verb  with  **each,"**every"  etc.  Everybody  has  his 
troubles.  (Not  ^'their  troubles.")  Exception:  Each  (or  every 
ten  girls  elect  a  leader.) 

No.  137.  Misuse  of  superlative :  They  soon  get  the  better  of 
us.  (Not  ^'best.") 

Note:  In  a  few  old  expressions  the  superlative  is  still  in 
good  use  for  the  comparative : 

He  was  evidently  putting  his  best  loot  foremost. 

No.  178.  Shall,  will,  of  simple  futurity.  [Much  space  is 
given  to  the  shall  and  will  series.] 

No.  195.  [Particularly  important].  Shall,  etc.,  in  direct 
quotation,  etc. :  She  often  told  him  that  she  should  be  glad  to 
help  him.  (I  shall  or  should.) 

No.  197.  Verb  with  collective  noun:  The  public  is  alive  to 
its  wants.  The  public  are  admitted  on  Wednesday. 

No.  215.  Verbal  nouns.  [The  infinitive  and  the  Gerund. 
Many  sections  are  given  to  the  subject.] 

No.  220.  Wrong  tense  of  infinitive:  I  intend  to  see  you. 
(Not  *'to  have  seen.") 

No.  223.  Gerund  modified  by  adjective,  etc:  Have  you 
heard  of  his  coming  home?  (Not  *'him  coming.")  Have  you 
heard  of  Henry's  coming  home?  (Not  **Henry  coming.") 

No.  225.  Gerund  and  participle  distinguished:  They  insist 
that  something  be  done.  Not  **insist  on  something  being 
done.")  It  prevented  the  question  from  being  raised.  (Do  not 
omit  from). 
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No.  226.  Gerund  for  progressive  passive:  Forty  and  six 
years  was  this  temple  in  building. — ^The  Bible.  The  book  is 
now  being  printed.  (Or,  is  now  printing.)  We  stayed  with  him 
while  our  house  was  being  built. 

And  so  on. 

I  have  seen  the  table  of  contents  and  a  portion  of  the 
index,  and  they  are  splendid.  The  book  should  be  epoch- 
making.  Ask  me  more  about  it,  if  interested,  and  about  the 
working  of  sponsorships  of  the  Extension  Service,  with  the 
Boston  Public  Library  as  community  headquarters. 

Another  important  sponsorship  is  that  for  the  subject  of 
Post  Office  Addresses  (in  addition  to  the  committee  work  of 
the  Special  Libraries  Association  of  Boston  on  Societies 
Address  Lists.)  This  is  the  sponsorship  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Hawkes, 
of  the  Sampson  &  Murdock  Company.  The  availability  of 
students  of  Engineering  80,  Harvard,  for  doing  useful  work 
for  practice,  means  a  good  deal  in  connection  with  the  sub- 
ject of  Post  Office  Addresses.  Ask  me  more  about  this  student 
work,  as  it  has  large  possibilities  for  Stone  &  Webster 
managers. 

The  Franklin  Union  has  issued  a  pamphlet  on  Evening 
ClasseSy  1922-1923.  It  has,for  instance, a  three  year  course  on 
Industrial  Electricity,  and  a  Saturday  afternoon  course  on 
Industrial  Electricity;  also  a  three-year  course  on  Structures 
and  Building  Q)nstruction.  Such  courses  mean  a  good  deal  to 
various  members  of  our  organization;  and  the  subject  of 
Educational  Opportunities  is  another  for  which  we  are 
establishing  a  sponsorship  in  connection  with  the  Extension 
Service. 

The  Foreign  Commerce  Department  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  United  States,  has  issued  a  Handbook  for 
1922-1923.  There  is  room  here  only  to  mention  some  of  the 
headings  of  suggestive  value  to  our  organization:  Direc- 
tories, Maps,  Postal  Facilities,  Statistics,  Translations,  and 
many  others,  arranged  in  convenient  alphabetical  form. 
This  handbook  furnishes  a  good  example  for  the  treatment  of 
many  different  subjects. 

The  Bureau  of  Commercial  and  Industrial  Affairs  of  the 
Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  issued  a  handbook  en- 
titled ''Boston,  an  Old  City  with  New  Opportunities."  This  is 
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suggestive  of  the  Foreign  G>mmerce  Handbook  issued  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States.  It  is  easy  to 
guess  the  general  contents,  which  have  to  do  with  the 
strength  and  continuing  growth  of  Boston  and  New  Eng- 
land. Would  that  it  were  indexed  or  had  a  table  of  contents. 
Likely,  however,  it  is  a  forerunner  of  what  will  prove  to  be 
an  annual  edition.  Its  map  of  the  district  around  Boston, 
with  population  figures,  and  its  folder  map  of  Boston  port 
and  harbor  facilities,  both  should  be  appreciated. 

**Ratio  and  Percentage  Tables  as  applied  to  Analysis 
of  Financial  Statements  of  Public  Utility  Companies**  is  a 
twenty  page  book  in  pasteboard  covers,  sold  for  J2.00.  Its 
tables  cover  gross  earnings,  investments,  depreciation,  etc. 
It  was  copyrighted  in  192 1  by  Albert  F.  Henderson. 

The  Municipal  Reference  Library  Bulletin  of  St.  Louis, 
June,  1922,  tabulates  the  Certain  Officials  of  14J  Cities  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  This  includes  the  names  of  the 
following:  City;  Mayor,  Commissioner,  or  Manager;  Comp- 
troller, Treasurer  or  Auditor;  City  Clerk;  City  Attorney  or 
Counselor;  City  Engineer;  Water  Commissioner;  Superin- 
tendent or  Manager;  Health  Commissioner  or  Superinten- 
dent; Chief  of  the  Police  Department  or  Marshall.  The 
figures  after  the  name  of  the  Mayor  indicate  the  year,  or 
month  and  year  of  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office. 
"Usually  all  elected  officials  of  a  city  are  chosen  at  the  same 
time.  Where  there  is  a  variation  and  the  information  was 
furnished,  it  has  been  noted.'* 

The  Annals  of  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and 
Social  Science  for  September  deals  with  Industrial  Relations 
and  the  Churches.  It  is,  of  course,  a  symposium,  and  is  on 
important  topics,  as  suggested  by  the  following,  from  the 
table  of  contents:  An  Employer's  View  of  Property  (Henry 
S.  Dennison,  President,  Dennison  Manufacturing  Company, 
Framingham,  Massachusetts).  The  Employers'  Responsi- 
bility to  the  Community  (Sam  A.  Lewisohn,  member  of  the 
firm  of  Adolph  Lewisohn  &  Sons).  Labor's  Responsibility  to 
the  Community  (Joseph  Husslein,  S.  J.  Ph.D.,  Associate 
Editor,  America.) 

The  supplement  deals  with  the  study  of  labor  mobility  by 
The  Industrial  Research  Department,  Wharton  School  of 
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Finance  and  Commerce,  University  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
need  for  personnel  research  in  the  scope  and  aim  of  the  /»- 
dustrial  Research  Department  is  covered  in  the  introduc- 
tion, while  the  text  to  the  supplement  deals  largely  with  labor 
turn-overs. 

*^ Office  Management:  a  Constructive  Monthly  Magazine  on 
Business  Methods,"  is  the  result  of  splitting  the  magazine 
"Filing  and  Office  Management"  into  two  new  ones.  The 
other,  of  course,  has  the  name  "Filing."  Each  is  to  appear 
monthly,  with  subscription  price  of  $2.00  per  year. 

The  Edison  Round  Table  has  issued  an  Anniversary 
Number  for  September  15:  ''Forty  Tears  of  Central  Station 
Development y  This  will  be  of  interest  to  after  dinner  speakers 
and  the  like,  who  wish  to  have  some  interesting  and  start- 
ling statements  to  arouse  the  attention  of  the  audience.  We 
are  making  a  practice  of  cataloguing  such  articles,  and  can 
furnish  an  assortment  of  historic  ammunition.  Of  course,  this 
particular  write-up  has  much  to  do  with  Thomas  A.  Edison — 
who  is  always  an  interesting  subject. 

Chemical  and  Metallurgical  Engineering  in  its  October 
1 1, 1922  issue,  makes  the  appeal  that  has  been  made  through 
other  technical  journals,  for  literature  needed  by  Russian 
engineers:  "It  is  urged  that  persons  having  extra  copies  of 
scientific  books,  periodicals,  publications  of  government  and 
state  scientific  bureaus  and  scientific  institutions,  and 
authors'  reprints  of  an  original  character  or  containing 
technical  information,  which  have  appeared  since  1914, 
contribute  them  for  this  worthy  cause."  The  article  goes  on 
to  give  details  for  shipment.  By  all  means  communicate  with 
our  Library  for  details  if  interested  to  comply  with  the 
request. 
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Library  of  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc. 
Recent  Accessions 

(lo)  Civil  Enoinbbiuno 

435  Surface  water  supply  of  the  United  States,  1917  and  1918:  Part  xit— North 
Pacific  Drainage  Basins.  B— Snake  River  Basin  (1917).  i68p,  6x9.  WSI  463 
Part  viii— Western  Gulf  of  Mexico  Basins  (191 8).  io6p,  6x9.  WSI  478 

436  Surface  water  supply  of  the  United  States,  191 8: 

Part  xii — North  Pacific  Slope  Drainage  Basins.  A — Pacific  basins  in  Wash- 
ington and  upper  G3lumbia  River  basin.  173P,  6x9.  WSI  482 
Part  xii — North  Pacific  Slope  Drainage  Basins.  C — Lower  G3lumbia  River 
basins  and  Pacific  Slope  Drainage  Basins  in  Oregon.  148P,  6x9.  WSI  484 

437  Sixteenth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Water  Supply  of  the  city  of  New 

York,  1 92 1,  accompanied  by  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  Jan.  i, 
1922.  New  York,  1922.  ii3p,  6x9.  *i79i.W29.i92i 

438  Tenth  report  of  the  Quebec  Streams  G3mmission,  1921.  Quebec,  1921. 

ii2p,  7x10.  *726o.St83.i92i 

(20)  Electrical,  (30)  Mechanical  Ekoineeriko 

439  The  first  central  station  in  America,  1 882-1922.  Forty  years  of  central 

station  development — a  brief  review  of  the  industry  from  Pearl  Street 
Station  (1882)  to  Calumet  Station  (1922).  The  Edison  Round  Table 
(anniversary  number).  Sept.  15, 1922.  8p,  8x11.  ^o7i.Ed4h 

440  Proceedings  of  the  Institution  of  Mechanical  Engineers — ^Jan.-May,  1922. 

Vol.  I.  London,  1922.  695P,  5^x8},  illus.  *6952. 1922a. Vol. i 

(76)  Legal 

441  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  passed  during  the  Jan.  session,  1921 — 

Legislature  convened  Jan.  5,  adjourned  April  14.  G3ncord,  1921.  453p, 
7x10.  ♦1200.03.1921 

442  Acts  and  resolves  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Vermont 

at  the  twenty-sixth  biennial  session,  1921.  .  .  .  Montpelier,  1921.  438p, 
6x9.  ♦1300.03 1. 1 92 1 

443  Acts  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  Louisiana  at  the  regular  session 

begun  and  held  in  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge  on  the  eighth  day  of  May, 
1922.  .  .  .  Baton  Rouge,  1922.  349P,  6x9}.  ^3900.031. 1922 

444  Acts  and  resolutions  of  the  third  special  session  of  the  ninth  legislature  of 

Porto  Rico,  1920.  .  .  .  San  Juan,  192a  184P,  6x9.  *66 10.031. 1920 

445  Public  Utilities  Reports:  containing  decisions  of  the  Public  Service  Com- 

missions and  of  State  and  Federal  G3urts,  1922C.  Public  Utilities  Reports, 
Inc.  Rochester  [C1922].  974P,  6x9.  *o35.L449.i922  C 

(90)  Sources  of  Ikpormation 

446  The  Bankers  Encyclopedia  (purple  book).  56th  ed.,  28th  year.  Sept.,  1922. 

Published  semi-annually.  Bankers  Encyclopedia  G).,  Publishers.  New 
York  [C1920].  1922P,  7x10.  *o25.St9.9/22 

447  The  mineral  industry:  its  statistics,  technology  and  trade  during  1921. 

Edited  by  G.  A.  Roush.  .  .  .  Vol.  3.  New  York  [C1922].  895P,  6JX9}. 
♦075.M66.1921 
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448  Chemical  Engineering  Catalog — 1922  (seventh  annual)  edition.  Published 

by  the  Chemical  Catalog  Co.,  Inc.  New  York  [C1922].  iiSyp,  9x1a,  illus. 
•093.C4a.192a 

449  The  Franklin  Institute  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania — i9aa  year  book. 

Phila.,  i9aa.  lyop,  6x9.  *i8oo.F8 5.093.  i9aa 

450  Year  book  of  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  i9ai.  \Vash.,  I9a2. 

885P,  6x9.  ♦688aoa.i9ai 

451  Blue  Book  of  Chicago  commerce,  I9aa.  Published  by  the  Chicago  Associa- 

tion of  Commerce.  Chicago  [ci92a].  656P,  6x9.  *a73i.As78.093.i92a 
45a    Foreign  Commerce  Handbook,  I9a2-a3.  Foreign  Commerce  Department, 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States.  Wash.  [ci9aa].  3ip,  6x9. 
•6800.C35.09. 1 9aa-a3 

453  The  Associated  Harvard  Clubs.  Twenty-fourth  annual  meeting,  Boston 

and  Cambridge — ^June  15,  16  and  17,  1920.  The  proceedings,  and  also 
the  reports  of  officers  and  committees.  Supplement  to  the  Harvard  Alumni 
Bulletin.  Sept.  a8,  1922.  *i445.H26ah.i922 

454  McGraw-Hill  handbooks  (publishers'  list).  McGraw-Hill  Book  Co.,  Inc. 

New  York,  nd.  i8p,  3x6.  ♦o96.Mi78h 

455  Catalogue  of  Bureau  publications:  a  review  of  information  available  to 

manufacturers  and  exporters  in  bulletins  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  May  i,  1922.  Wash.,  1922.  55p,  6x9.  *6890. 
C73.096C 

456  Harvard  Business  Review — ^Vol.  i,  No.  i.  Oct.,  1922.  Published  quarterly 

for  the  Graduate  School  of  Business  Administration,  Harvard  Univer- 
sity.  A.  W.  Shaw  Co.,  Chicago.  I28p,  7ixio.  H  B  R  10/22 

457  Bulletin  of  the  Public  Affairs  Information  Service:  a  co-operative  clearing 

house  of  public  affairs  information.  Eighth  annual  cumulation.  Edited 
by  H.  N.  Birchold.  New  York,  1922.  365P,  7x1a  <i*096.W693pa.i922 

458  Subject  and  author  index  of  the  Monthly  Weather  Review,  1921.  Vol.  49. 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Weather  Bureau.  Wash., 
1922.  2op,  9}xx2.  *68 8 1. 096. 1 92 1 

459  The  Agricultural  Index.  2d  three-year  cumulation  (6th  annual  volume) 

19 19-192 1.  .  .  .  The  H.  W.  Wilson  Co.  New  York  [C1922].  I226p,  7x10 
♦o96.Ag83.i9i9-2i 

460  Price  list  16 — 17th  ed.  Farmers'  bulletins:  department  bulletins,  circulars, 

agriculture  year  books.  May,  1922.  54P,  6x9.  *68o6.Pli6.5/22 

Price  list  38 — 15th  ed.  Animal  industry:  farm  animab,  poultry  and  dairy- 
ing. 22p,  6x9.  *68o6.Pl38.i5th  ed 

Price  list  40 — 14th  ed.  Agricultural  chemistry.  June,  1922.  6p,  6x9.  *68o6. 
PI40.6/22 

Price  list  43 — 15th  ed.  Forestry:  tree  planting,  wood  tests,  and  lumber 
industries.  May,  1922.  i6p,  6x9.  *68o6.Pl43.5/22 

List  of  publications  relating  to  above  subjects  for  sale  by  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  Wash.,  D.  C. 

461  Digest  of  geodetic  publications  issued  by  the  United  States  Coast  and 

Geodetic  Survey  resulting  from  surveys  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 
Triangulation  and  variation  of  compass.  Serial  No.  209.  Department 
of  Commerce,  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey.  Wash.,  1922. 
I  op,  6x9.  *6897.Se209 
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498  Stone  Gf  Webster  Journal 

462  Franklin  Union  evening  daitety  1923-23.  "For  the  men  who  work."  Boston, 

1922.  23py  4x9,  illos.  *i46i.F854ev.i922-23 

463  Bibliogrmphy  of  2700  business  bodes,  comprising  new-in  print — ^used-out  of 

print  adapted  for  special  libraries  .individual  reading  oourses,  invest- 
ment firms,  executives,  banks.  Dise  Business  Book  Shop.  New  York 
[C1922I.  II3P,  5ix7J.  ♦096.D6429 

464  Mi4>  of  Africa  and  adjoining  portions  of  Europe  and  Ana.  Prq;>ared  espt- 

dally  for  the  National  Geographic  Magazine.  Gilbert  Groevenor,  Ed. 
Wash.  [ci922]29Z3i.  Fy^ocxoSi 

465  Our  neighbors  at  Kendall  Square.  ...  a  three-way  traffic  plan  for  the 

relief  of  traffic  congestion  in  Boston  and  Cambridge.  Published  by  the 
Murray  Printing  Co.  Cambridge,  nd.  i6p,  6x9,  illus,  map.  *  1445.071 22 

466  Extension  Service  program  (corrected  to  Oct.  11,  1922):  names  of  sponsors 

for  various  subjects.  G.  W.  Lee,  chairman,  i  typewritten  sheet,  8}xX4. 
•087X51  lex.  10/ 1 1/22 

MiSCELLAKEOUS 

467  Library  has  a  copy  of  papers  issued  daily  during  convention  of  Stone  & 

Webster  Managers,  Oct.  8-11,  1922 

468  A  statement  of  progress  frc»n  the  Post-War  Committee  on  Architectural 

Practice  to  the  members  of  the  architectural  profession  in  the  United. 
States,  X919.  The  American  Institute  of  Architects.  8}6p,  8x11.  f^cr/y^ 
Am3528 

469  Annual  report  of  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  for  the  year  ended 

Nov.  30,  1921.  Pts.  i-ii.  Boston,  1922.  Pt.  i— 273P;  Pt.  ii=5i5p,  6x^ 
*i404.i92iJ't8.i-ii 

470  The  chemical  question:  an  open  letter  to  W.  G.  Harding,  President  of  tli^e 

United  States.  F.  P.  Garvan,  President  of  the  Chemical  Foundation. 
July  14,  1922.  New  York,  nd.  i6p,  5x8.  ^074.0199 
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Coupons  and  Dividends  Due 

Per  Cent 

Not.    i.  Cape  Breton  Electric  Company,  Limited,  Preferred  Stock 3 

Not.    1,  Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company,  5s,  1942 ayi 

Not.    1,  Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company  (Coupon  Notes),  7s,  1915 3!^ 

Nov     I,  *Edison   Electric  lUuminating  Company  of  Brodcton,  Capital 

Stock 2}i 

Nov.    I,  *Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company,  Capital  Stock 3 

Nov.    I,  Galveston  Electric  Company,  5s,  1940 2)4 

Nov.    I,  Houghton  County  Electric  Light  Company,  Preferred  Stock 3 

Nov.    I,  Jacksonville  Electric  Company,  5s,  1907 2yi 

Nov.    I,  *Lowell  Electric  Light  Corporation,  The,  Capital  Stock 2}i 

Nov.    1,  Mississippi  River  Power  Company  (Debentures),  7s,  1935 3>^ 

Nov.    I,  Paducah  Electric  Company  (Debentures),  66, 1939 3 

Nov.    I,  Pawtucket  Gas  Company  of  New  Jersey,  The,  4s,  193a 2 

Nov.    I,  *Public  Service  Investment  Company,  Preferred  Stock i)4 

Nov.    I,  ^Public  Service  Investment  Company,  Common  Stock i)4 

Nov.    I,  Puget  Sound  Power  and  Light  Company,  7K>»  1941 3H 

Nov.    I,  Railway  and  Light  Securities  Company,  5s,  First  series,  1935; 
Second  and  Third  series,  1939;  Fourth  series,  1942;  Fifth  series, 

1944;  Sixth  series,  1946 2}^ 

Nov.    1,  *Sierra  Pacific  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock i}4 

Nov.    I,  Whatcom  County  Railway  &  Light  Company,  5s,  1935 2^ 

Nov.  15,  *Keokuk  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock i}4 

Nov.  15,  ♦Tampa  Electric  Company,  Capital  Stock 2)4 

Dec    I,  Baton  Rouge  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock 3 

Dec.    I,  Baton  Rouge  Electric  Company,  Conunon  Stock 5 

Dec     1,  Berkshire  Power  Company,  The,  5s,  1934 2}4 

Dec    I,  Blackstone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock. . .  3 

Dec     I,  ♦Blackstone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock. . .  2}^ 

Dec    I,  Central  Mississippi  Valley  Electric  Properties,  Preferred  Stock. . .  i>^ 

Dec    I,  Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Company,  6s,  Series  A,  1947 3 

Dec    I,  Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  7s,  Coupon  Notes,  1926 2^ 

Dec    I,  ♦Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  Preferred  Stock i}4 

Dec    I,  ♦Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  Common  Stock 2 

Dec     I,  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Brockton,  5s,  1930 2}4 

Dec     I,  ♦Key  West  Electric  Company,  The,  Preferred  Stock ij4 

Dec     I,  Northern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 2 

Dec    I,  PawtucketGasCompanyof  New  Jersey,  The,  Preferred  Stock...  2)4 

Dec    I,  Puget  Sound  Power  Company,  5s,  1933 2}^ 

Dec     I,  Tampa  Electric  Company,  58, 1933 2}4 

Dec  15,  ♦El  Paso  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 2}i 

♦Payable  quarterly 

Dividend  rates  are  based  on  the  last  declaration. 
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Quotations  on  Securities 

oS 
Companies  under  Stone  &  Webster  Management 

October  31^  1922. 

The  SecaridM  Depttrtmeat  •zecutM  orders  oa  commissioo  for  tkose  wishinf  to  porchase  or  sell. 
RtqvetU  for  tafornitttion  ia  regard  to  the  eompaaiet  will  be  easwered  promptlj. 


BONDS        I 

PREF.8TOCK  | 

COMMON  STOCK 

COMPANY 

fat. 
Reu 

Price 
eadlat. 

DlT. 

Rete 

Price 

Dir. 
Rete 

Price 

Ab.  &  Rock.,  The  EL    (  „,^^  •  .    ,9-, 
Lt.&Pr.fco.of          j  Note..  J.ly.  1923 

7% 

lOOK 

No 

Pref 

8% 

135 

Baton  Rouge          (  Bonds.  1939 
ElccCo.              {  Notes.  Jea.  1923 

?! 

92 

lis 

6% 

86 

BUckttone  VaUcy  Gas  &  Elec  Co. 

(Common  Stock  per  relae  950) 

s% 

99 

♦6% 

98 

10% 

75 

Cape  Breton  Elec  Co.,  Ltd. 

s% 

83 

6% 

t6S 

12 

Central  Mistiafippi  Valley  Electric 

No 

Boads 

78 

11>^ 

Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Franklin  G>al  Co. 
(Common  Stock  per  relue  910) 

•6% 

t90 

10% 

t25 

Columbus  Elec  &  Power  Co. 

6% 

104 

•7%  1st 
♦7%  2d 

103>^ 
92 

95 

Columbus  Power  Co.,  The 

s% 

98 

G>nnecticut  Power  Co.,  The 

s% 

96 

•6% 

96 

Connecticut  Valley     (  Seriel  Boads 
Lumber  Co.              {jaae. '23-^34 

6% 

100 
98 

Eastern  Texas       (  Boads.  1942 
Elec  Co.             \  Notes.  M.j.  1925 

7? 

94 
102 

*6% 

85 

8% 

95 

^ife&  !-"- 

5% 

100 

No 

Pref 

10% 

tl85 

ElPasoElecCo.      |  gSSl^l?? 

7I 

95 
102 

6% 

88 

10% 

127 

Fall  River  Gas  Works  Co. 

No 

Boads 

No 

Pref 

12% 

t213 

Galveston  Elec  Co. 

5% 

88 

Galveston-Houston     (  Notes,  Ant*.  1925 
Elec  Co.                    \  Note^  Feb..  1926 

sl 

102 
100 

*6% 

72  i! 

301  £ 

Galveston-Houston  Elec.  Ry.  Co. 

s% 

89 

No 

Pref 

Haverhill  Gas  Light  Co. 

(Stock  per  reive  950) 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

9% 

86 

Houghton  County  Elec      (  goads.  1927 
Lt!  Co.                                    '  Notes.  1923 
(Stock  per  Telve  925)                  \ 

?l 

92 
100 

6% 

t20 

12 
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COMPANY 

BONDS 

PREF.  STOCK 

COMMON  STOCK 

Int. 
Rete 

Pric. 
tndlai. 

Dir. 
Rete 

Price 

Dir. 
Rete 

Price 

Houston  Elcc  G). 

s% 

99J» 

Jacksonville  Elec  Co. 

s% 

91K 

Jacksonville  Tract.  Co. 

s% 

86 

37 

8 

Keokuk  Electric  Co.  |  Note.,  Unuuy,  1923 

6% 

100 

♦6% 

80 

Key  West  Elec  Co.,  The 

s% 

84 

LoweUElecLt.  Corp.,  The 

No 

Bond. 

No 

Pref 

10% 

tl85 

Mississipp]  River  Power    Bond.,  195 1 
Co.                                     (  D«beiitare..  1935 

^l 

93  B 
103 

♦6% 

85JS 

30  A 

Northern  Texas  Elec.  Co. 

s% 

90 

6% 

84  B 

8% 

87  £ 

Northern  Texas  Traction  Co. 

s% 

95 

No 

Pre! 

Pacific  Coast  Power  Co. 

s% 

94 

No 

Pref 

No 

Com 

Pensacola  Elec.  Co. 

s% 

86 

28 

6 

Public  Service  Investment  Co. 

No 

Bond. 

•6% 

t85 

tl03 

Puget  Sound  Elec  Ry. 

5% 

91  B 

Puget  Sound  Power  Co. 

5% 

96 

No 

Pref 

No 

Con 

Puaet  Sound  Power  &     (  Notes,  1925 
Gght  Co.                         (  Bond..  1941 

^% 

100 
105 

Priory 

•41' 

105 
85 

4% 

54 

"£'i."*"  • 

>ir.t  Serie.,  1935 
Second  Serie.,  1939 
Third  Serie.,  1939 
Fomrtk  Serie.,  1942 
Fifth  Serie.,  1944 
ISisth  Serie.,  1946 

1 

96K 

96 

96 

95M 

95K 

95 

•6% 

88 

6% 

80 

Savannah  Elec  Co. 

s% 

86  L 

Savannah  Elec  &  Power  Co. 

7yi% 

107 

^ 

102 
70 

17 

Seattle  Elec                 *"  Morttege,  1930 
Ca^r^                   Con.,  ft  Ref.,  1929 
•                               Seettle-Ererett,  1939 

99JB 

96 

93 

No 

Pref 

No 

Com 

Sierra  Pacific  Elec.  Co. 

♦6% 

t77 

7 

Tacoma  Ry.  and  Pr.  Co. 

5% 

90 

No 

Pref 

Tampa  Elec  Co. 

s% 

95 

No 

Pref 

10% 

138 

Whatcom  County  Ry.  &  Lt.  Co. 

S7c       94 

No 

Pref 

No 

Com 

Qnoution.  ere  epproxim  tte.  All  .tock.  flOO  per  reive  nnle..  otherwiM  .pedfted. 
^CamvletiTe.  fEz-DiTidend.  A.  Utttd  on  London  Stock  Ezchenffe.  B.  Utfd  on  Boeton  Stock  Ezchente. 
L.  Li.ted  on  Lovi.Tille.  Kj.     Stock  Ezchenie.  N.  Common  .here,  here  no  per  relne.  X.  Ez-rifht.. 
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The  Securities  Department  wishes  to 

bring  to  the  attention  of  members 

of  the  organization  the  follow- 

ing securities   which  it  recom- 

mends for  investment  :— 

laterett  aad 

DiTidcnd 

Price  aadYttldins          II 

Bonds                                                                 Rate          DatM 

laterett 

About 

•MISS.  RIVER  POWER  CO.                         5    Jan.AodJvly 

Market 

5.45% 

First  MoitCAML  due  1951 
tEASTERN  TEXAS  ELEC.  CO.                  5    MajMdNoT 

(93  K) 

H 

5J0% 

Gold  MortMge.  dae  1942 
PENN.  POWER  *  LIGHT  CO.                  5    Apr.  eod  Oct. 

92H 

5.50% 

Pint  and  Ref.,  dae  1952 

SEATTLE  ELEC.  CO.                                 5     Feb.  and  Aaff. 

96 

5.60% 

Cont.  and  Ref.  dae  1929 

COLUMBUS  ELEC.  ft  POWER  CO.          6    June  and  Dec 

104 

5.70% 

Firtt  and  Ref..  Mortaaae  dae  1947 
nJNITED  LIGHT  ft  RYS.  CO.                    6    Apr.  and  Oct. 

99 

6X)S% 

Firit  Lien  and  Cons,  due  1952 

WISCONSIN  PUBLIC  SERVICE  CORP.  6      Aprfl  and  Oct. 

99K 

6J0S% 

Firtt  and  Ref.  due  Oct.  1.  1952 
♦PUGET  SOUND  POWER  ft  LIGHT  CO.  7H  Maj  eod  Nor. 

105 

7.00% 

Gen'l  and  Ref..  due  1941 

Nous 

♦SWIFT  ft  CO.                                              5      Apr.  15  and 

Market 

5.80% 
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EDITORIAL  COMMENT 
Bees  and  Ants  —  and  Men 

EVERYONE,  we  think,  will  read  with  pleasure,  Mr. 
Royce's  article  in  this  issue  on  "Hopeful  Aspects  of 
Europe."  So  many  persons  are  talking  as  if  the  world  were 
hastening  headlong  to  destruction  that  it  is  agreeable  to  be 
reminded  that  there  are  counteracting  tendencies. 

If  economic,  or  common  sense,  principles  are  allowed 
anything  like  free  play,  world  conditions  are  bound  steadily 
to  improve.  The  very  fact  of  dearth  implies  increased 
activity  and  larger  production  and  exchange.  If  the  human 
race  were  like  bees  and  ants  it  would  soon  begin  to  forget  its 
troubles.  But  unfortunately  mankind  is  plagued  by  a  thing 
called  by  some  psychology,  by  others  nerves.  Bees  and  ants 
are  automata;  at  any  rate,  they  do  not  seem  to  be  troubled 
with  nerves.  That  is,  they  act  like  fatalists — or  perhaps  we 
mean  optimists.  When  a  castastrophe  overtakes  their 
community,  they  apparently  waste  no  time  crying  for  spilt 
milk.  Seemingly  they  take  it  all  as  part  of  the  game  and 
immediately  get  busy  repairing  the  loss. 

V^en  mankind  suffers  such  an  experience  it  has  an  attack 
of  nerves.  This  operates  in  many  ways.  For  one  thing,  a 
considerable  part  of  it  begins  to  loot.  From  various  quarters 
throng  persons  intent  on  making  the  confusion  worse 
confounded  in  order  that  they  may  make  illicit  gain.  A 
great  many  others,  more  honestly  inclined,  are  for  a  time 
benumbed;   when    they   begin    to    overcome    the    inertia 
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occasioned  by  despair,  they  employ  their  time  in  senseless 
talk  and  fritter  it  away  in  impossible  and  fruitless  schemes. 

Great  emergencies  call  for  great  minds.  If  such  minds  are 
not  now  at  work  on  world  rehabilitation,  the  world  will  in  all 
probability  soon  begin  to  breed  them.  Situations  eventu- 
ally produce  men.  Sometimes  the  men  do  not  appear  until 
every  foolish-panacea  has  been  tried. 

But  after  all,  most  of  us  (usually  without  knowing  it)  are 
a  good  deal  like  ants  and  bees.  We  get  excited  and  fearful, 
but  we  keep  on  working.  The  instinct  to  work,  to  provide 
oneself  with  necessaries,  is  common  to  all  animals,  two- 
footed  as  well  as  four-footed.  Man  is  a  good  deal  more  of  an 
automaton  than  he  likes  to  think.  He  prides  himself  on  his 
godlike  qualities  of  thought  and  speech,  but  at  the  same  time 
he  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  quadrupeds  in  that 
he  does  not  like  an  empty  stomach. 

It  is  this  last  fact  that  is  making  for  the  rehabilitation  of 
the  world.  Even  in  such  crazy-headed  countries  as  Russia, 
the  average  person  would  like  to  buckle  down  to  hard  work 
without  let  or  hindrance  from  crack-brained  theorists  or 
audacious  looters.  It  is  the  necessity  for  everybody  to  get 
down  to  "brass  tacks"  that  will  sooner  or  later  drive  these 
theorists  and  looters  back  to  the  holes  from  which  they 
rushed  impetuously  when  the  recent  disaster  overtook  the 
world. 

There  will  be  more  work  in  the  future  than  there  has  ever 
been  in  the  past,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there  is  and  will 
continue  to  be  more  necessity  for  work.  The  long  periods 
that  have  locally  followed  certain  great  calamities  in  the 
past  were  occasioned  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the 
facilities  for  a  new  prosperity.  When  the  Black  Death  took 
away  a  third  or  a  half  of  the  population  of  Europe  that  was 
necessarily  the  case.  Lack  of  labor,  transportation,  com- 
munication of  information,  banking  resources,  etc.,  made 
recovery  slow. 

But  the  world's  supply  of  all  these  facilities  is  today 
adequate  to  a  steady  and  even  speedy  recovery  from  disaster. 
Thank  heaven,  the  national  resources  of  the  earth  are  still 
boundless,  and  there  is,  despite  the  ravages  of  the  last  eight 
years,  enough  labor  and  capital  to  make  the  wheels  of 
industry  hum.  When  the  world  allays  its  hysteria,  when 
theorists  give  over  crying  for  the  moon,  when  revolution  is 
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no  longer  a  good  commercial  proposition,  the  world  will 
begin  to  live  once  more  instead  of  merely  existing. 

The  encouraging  thing  is  that  most  persons  have  at  least 
a  sneaking  idea  that,  as  someone  has  said,  work  is  the  best 
fun.  Given  the  materials  to  work  with,  most  of  us  had  rather 
work  than  loaf.  That  being  the  case,  the  world  is  bound  to 
get  firmly  on  its  feet  again,  theorists  and  revolutionists  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  Living  Wage 

WHAT  is  this  living  wage  about  which  one  hears  so 
much?  Has  there  not  always  been  a  living  wage? 
There  must  have  been,  otherwise  people  would  not  be  living. 
It  seems  to  us  that  in  debating  this  question  one  should  first 
define  the  terms  to  be  employed.  A  great  scholar  said  a  good 
many  years  ago  that  the  whole  question  of  philosophy  had 
resolved  itself  into  a  question  of  terminology.  But  that  can 
be  said  of  every  other  question,  including  the  one  in  hand. 

Here  are  two  words,  "living"  and  "wage."  What  do  they 
mean  ?  Living  comes  from  life,  which  obviously  is  the  oppo- 
site of  death.  If  you  are  living  you  are  on  the  earth;  if  you 
are  not  living  you  are  under  the  earth.  Wage,  in  its  original 
sense,  means  a  guarantee,  an  engagement,  a  promise.  The 
word  "wed"  has  the  same  origin;  so  that  young  persons  who 
enter  the  bonds  of  matrimony  may  conclude  that  they  are 
on  wage.  This  seemingly  frivolous  remark  is  made  with  a 
serious  purpose. 

In  these  days  no  one  lives  to  himself  alone.  One  can  die 
alone,  but  one  cannot  live  alone — that  is,  entirely  free  from 
the  influence  of  others,  unless,  of  course,  he  lives  as  the  first 
man  lived,  which  none  of  us  care  to  do.  In  living  as  we  do 
today,  everybody  is  on  wages.  In  short,  everybody  is  under 
engagement  with  other  people.  The  owner  of  a  factory 
engages  to  provide  facilities  for  his  workmen  to  produce 
goods  with,  and  to  support  the  workmen  while  producing  the 
goods.  That  is  the  wage  he  pays.  The  workmen  engage  to 
use  the  facilities  thus  provided  and  out  of  the  product  of 
their  labor  to  pay  back  what  has  been  advanced  to  them  for 
their  support.  In  this  way  they  pay  wages  to  the  owner  of  the 
plant. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  why  we  compared  wages  to  matri- 
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mony.  It  takes  two  persons  of  different  types  to  make  a 
wedding,  and  it  also  takes  two  different  types  to  make 
an  industrial  proposition.  Each  of  the  contracting  parties 
pays  the  other  wages.  Employers,  like  employees,  have  to 
live,  and  they  have  to  live  by  what  they  get  from  employees. 
Employees  have  to  live  and  their  livelihood  has  to  come 
from  employers.  It  is  as  broad  as  it  is  long.  The  only  diflFer- 
ence  is  in  the  size  of  the  wage  and  the  way  it  is  paid.  Later 
on  we  shall  return  to  this  point. 

This  whole  discussion  is  confused,  because  people  use  a 
word  one  way  at  this  moment  and  another  way  the  next. 
Now  they  talk  about  living  in  the  sense  of  having  a  foothold 
on  the  planet,  then  they  talk  about  it  in  connection  with  a 
sirloin  roast  and  a  Ford  car.  In  the  sociological  discussion 
of  these  days  "living  wage"  is  used  exclusively  in  the  latter 
sense. 

If  we  accept  the  second  definition,  it  is  necessary  to  ask  a 
puzzling  question.  In  old  days  a  living  wage  was  held  to  be 
the  amount  necessary  to  keep  a  worker  alive  and  in  condi- 
tion to  do  his  work  effectively;  some  claimed  that  it  should 
not  only  do  this  but  also  enable  the  worker  to  support  a  wife 
and  two  children.  In  short,  "living  wage"  signified  an  irre- 
ducible minimum.  The  world  had  to  have  labor,  and  it  had 
to  provide  laborers  with  enough  to  keep  them  alive  and  in 
sufficient  bodily  vigor  to  do  the  work  required  of  them,  and 
in  addition  with  enough  to  get  married  and  raise  families 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  the  future  with  laborers. 

But  all  that  has  been  changed.  The  irreducible  minimum 
is  no  longer  the  foundation  of  the  living  wage.  Or  if  it  is,  the 
foundation  is  so  hidden  from  sight  that  it  is  no  longer  con- 
sidered a  factor  in  the  problem.  The  old  conception  of  the 
living  wage  was  based  on  sheer  necessity.  The  present  con- 
ception is  based  on  natural  desire.  The  puzzling  question  to 
which  we  alluded  a  moment  ago  is — ^To  what  extent  does 
natural  desire  properly  fall  within  the  category  of  living 
wage?  Where  should  we  stop  in  figuring  living  wage?  How 
much  of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life  should  living  wage 
include  ? 

That  is  indeed  a  pertinent  question.  Every  able-bodied 
worker  today  earns  a  good  deal  more  than  enough  to  provide 
him  with  the  things  necessary  to  keep  him  in  condition  to 
work  with  efficiency.  If  a  great  many  of  the  things  which  he 
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now  enjoys  were  taken  from  him,  he  could  labor  with 
undiminished  energy  and  turn  out  as  large  product  as  at  pres- 
ent. In  many  cases  he  could  turn  out  larger,  because  unfor- 
tunately it  often  happens  that  an  increasing  consumption 
of  luxuries  results  in  decreasing  physical  and  mental  effort. 
Some  of  the  best  and  most  effective  work  ever  accomplished 
by  mankind  has  been  done  by  persons  whose  mode  of  life 
would  be  scorned  by  the  worst-paid  workman  of  today.  It  is 
amazing  how  much  has  been  achieved  in  the  past  by  persons 
whose  diet  did  not  much  exceed  Scotch  oatmeal.  For  many 
of  us  Scotch  oatmeal  is  now  merely  an  appetizer  at  the 
breakfast  table. 

Not  many  years  ago  silk  stockings  were  a  great  luxury. 
Only  a  few  women  wore  them,  though  probably  every 
woman  coveted  them.  Today  almost  every  woman  wears 
silk  stockings — a  few  who  wish  to  be  really  distinctive  have 
gone  back  to  cotton.  The  same  thing  may  be  said  of  fur 
coats.  Not  long  ago  we  counted  twenty-five  in  walking  about 
one  hundred  feet  along  a  street,  at  a  not  crowded  hour.  Fur 
coats  no  longer  afford  any  idea  of  so-called  social  distinctions. 
This  is  also  true  of  automobiles.  Not  many  years  ago  one 
could  walk  along  the  country  roads  with  safety  and  comfort, 
but  today  this  is  almost  impossible,  owing  to  the  multiplicity 
of  cars.  As  for  cities,  it  looks  as  if  the  time  were  not  far  dis- 
tant when  cars  would  have  to  be  excluded  from  the  streets 
in  order  that  the  people  could  get  about  and  transact  their 
ordinary  and  necessary  affairs.  The  price  of  beef  and  lamb 
and  pork  is  at  figures  which  would  have  astounded  everyone 
a  generation  ago,  but  the  increase  in  price  is  not  more  aston- 
ishing than  the  increase  in  consumption. 

Now  how  much  in  the  way  of  silk  stockings  and  fur  coats 
and  automobiles  and  beef  and  lamb  and  pork  constitutes 
the  living  wage?  Does  the  answer  to  this  question  rest  upon 
economic  facts,  or  does  it  rest  upon  natural  desire?  Current 
discussion  would  imply  the  latter.  Organized  labor  is  frankly 
asserting  as  much,  and  it  is  strongly  backed  by  the  pulpit 
and  the  press.  No  one  could  want  to  see  the  world  return  to 
the  old  standard  of  living.  The  gratification  of  natural  desire 
is  a  perfectly  legitimate  thing  provided  it  is  not  overdone. 
There  is  a  limit,  but  where  is  it?  One  could  hardly  conceive 
of  a  more  difficult  question.  To  answer  it  aright  one  would 
have  to  go  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  science  of  economics* 
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For  want  of  a  better  answer  we  should  say  this.  The  world 
cannot  consume  more  than  it  produces.  In  the  second  place 
it  should  not  consume  all  that  it  produces  at  any  one  time^ 
for  something  must  be  left  over  as  the  basis  of  future  pro- 
duction. In  the  matter  of  production  the  world  is  always  a 
little  ahead  of  consumption.  If  for  any  length  of  time  it 
produces  less  than  it  consumes,  it  eats  into  the  principal  of 
its  wealth,  and  eventually  it  will  reduce  itself  to  poverty. 
That  is  possibly  the  greatest  danger  that  confronts  the 
world  today.  However  much  we  may  theorize  and  talk  about 
the  necessity  of  a  living  wage,  you  cannot  live  unless  you 
have  the  things  to  live  on.  You  cannot  pay  a  wage  that  you 
have  not  the  means  of  paying.  If  we  could  inventory  all 
the  articles  of  consumption  at  present  in  existence  through- 
out the  world,  we  might  know  a  little  better  where  we  stand 
in  the  matter  of  a  living  wage.  But  that  is  obviously  impos- 
sible. We  have  to  chance  it. 

Up  to  a  comparatively  recent  period  people  had  been 
consuming  at  about  the  same  rate  for  hundreds  of  years, 
and  that  means  that  articles  of  consumption  had  been  pro- 
duced at  fairly  the  same  rate  for  hundreds  of  years.  Even 
after  the  great  increase  in  production  took  place  as  a  result 
of  the  appearance  of  power  machinery,  the  increase  in  con- 
sumption was  automatically  and  gradually  adjusted  to  the 
increase  in  production.  But  in  the  last  generation,  and  par- 
ticularly  in  the  last  few  years,  consumption  has  been  speeded 
up  in  a  very  marked  degree,  and  it  is  a  question  in  a  great 
many  minds  if  it  is  now  profitably  adjusted  to  production. 
The  so-called  living  wage  of  a  large  part  of  the  people  has 
increased  very  fast.  And  in  saying  this  we  do  not  mean 
merely  that  the  money  price  of  wages  has  advanced  rapidly. 
We  mean  also  that  the  comforts  and  luxuries  which  this  class 
of  people  enjoy  are  much  larger  in  amount  than  formerly. 
But  on  the  other  hand  there  is  another  large  part  of  the 
people  who  have  not  gained  this  advantage,  or  at  any  rate 
have  not  gained  it  to  anything  like  the  same  extent.  In  fact, 
many  persons  of  this  class  have  and  enjoy  less  than  they 
previously  had,  even  if  their  incomes  in  terms  of  money  are 
larger  than  they  were.  A  salary  or  an  income  is  just  as  much 
a  wage  as  the  return  to  the  man  who  does  manual  labor  in 
a  mill  or  on  a  farm.  If  what  we  have  just  said  is  true,  it 
follows  that  the  living  wage  of  some  persons  has  increased 
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at  the  expense  of  the  living  wage  of  other  persons.  Some 
are  better  off  because  others  are  worse  oflF,  or  at  least  no 
better  ofF. 

Those  who  gained  the  advantage  say  that  they  were 
•entitled  to  it,  that  the  others  had  already  received  all  they 
should  fairly  have  and  should  relatively  have  no  more. 
This,  therefore,  brings  us  to  the  question  of  the  fair  appor- 
tionment of  the  product  of  labor  throughout  the  world, 
or  more  specifically  throughout  this  country. 

How  should  the  product  of  labor  be  apportioned?  In  dis- 
cussing this  question  let  us  exclude  everything  except  the 
wages  of  the  so-called  laboring  class — that  is,  the  class 
specifically  designated  "wage  earners."  Karl  Marx  said, 
and  his  followers  have  vehemently  echoed  him,  that  the 
workman  is  entitled  to  the  full  product  of  his  labor.  Suppose 
we  accept  that  as  a  working  hypothesis. 

What  is  the  product  of  a  workman's  labor  ?  Why,  the  goods 
that  he  makes.  But  no  workman  would  expect  or  desire  to 
make  goods  in  a  factory  and  take  them  away  and  consume 
them  himself.  Theoretically  the  whole  product  of  his  labor 
may  constitute  his  wage.  But  he  cannot  consume  it  and  does 
not  want  to;  so  that  while  Marx's  theory  may  be  all  right,  the 
task  of  making  his  theory  actually  effective  is  exceedingly 
perplexing.  Then  too,  when  you  talk  about  the  full  product 
of  a  workman's  labor  you  have  to  bear  in  mind  that  he  has  a 
gross  profit  and  a  net  profit.  The  net  profit  is  all  that  actu- 
ally belongs  to  him,  which  is  easily  demonstrated. 

Suppose  a  workman  should  decide  that  he  would  work  no 
longer  in  a  mill  but  would  have  an  establishment  of  his  own, 
and  would  all  alone  spin  yarn  and  have  all  the  product 
without  let  or  hindrance.  He  would  speedily  find  that  he 
could  not  do  it.  In  the  first  place  he  might  have  to  hire  an 
additional  bit  of  room  in  which  to  erect  and  operate  his 
spinning  frame.  In  that  case  he  would  have  to  pay  rent. 
Next  he  would  have  to  buy  his  raw  material  and  that  would 
take  money.  From  time  to  time  he  would  have  to  have 
repairs  made  on  his  machinery,  and  that  would  also  take 
money.  Cutting  out  all  the  steps  in  the  manufacturing 
process,  let  us  conclude  that  the  yam  is  actually  made  and 
ready  for  disposal.  Now  he  has  no  use  for  the  yarn  himself. 
It  would  be  a  white  elephant  on  his  hands.  If  the  product  of 
his  labor  is  of  no  use  to  him,  he  has  got  to  exchange  it  for 
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things  he  does  want.  Of  course  he  exchanges  it  for  money, 
but  to  do  that  he  has  got  to  have  some  sort  of  selling 
apparatus.  He  may  find  some  one  who  will  sell  it  for  him, 
but  in  that  case  he  must  pay  a  commission.  Or  he  may  make 
it  up  into  bundles  and  carry  the  bundles  around  in  a  horse- 
drawn  or  motor  vehicle.  But  that  costs  money.  Or  he  may 
put  a  bundle  on  his  back  and  go  out  and  see  this  person  and 
that  person  in  an  effort  to  sell  the  yarn,  and  that  takes 
money,  too;  it  does  not  take  money  immediately  out  of  his 
pocket,  but  it  takes  a  very  large  amount  of  his  time,  and 
time  is  money. 

These  are  only  part  of  the  expenses  to  which  he  will  in- 
evitably be  put  in  disposing  of  his  product.  When  he  has 
paid  all  these  bills  he  may  perhaps  have  left  a  net  profit. 
Though  he  may  talk  about  being  entitled  to  the  full  product 
of  his  labor  he  knows  perfectly  well  that  he  is  not  going  to 
get  his  rent  and  his  machinery  and  his  repairs  and  his  mate- 
rials and  all  his  selling  costs  for  nothing.  If  he  owned  a 
shanty  he  would  not  let  another  person  use  it  for  nothing, 
nor  would  he  sell  machinery,  or  make  repairs,  or  sell  raw 
material,  or  sell  another  person's  goods  without  adequate 
compensation.  The  other  fellow  would  expect  a  living  wage 
from  him. 

Now  what  does  he  do  if  he  is  sensible  and  concludes  that 
after  all  he  will  stay  with  the  factory?  Why,  exactly  the 
same  thing,  but  in  other  ways.  The  factory  allows  him  a  bit  of 
space  to  work  in  and  pays  rent  for  it.  It  provides  him  with 
the  machine,  which  it  buys  and  pays  money  for.  It  also 
provides  him  with  raw  material  without  his  being  at  the 
time  out  of  pocket.  It  also  sells  his  product  for  him  at  not  a 
light  expense  to  itself.  What  is  left  after  all  these  expenses 
are  paid  belongs  to  him.  Now  what  does  he  get  as  a  result 
of  these  various  transactions?  Why,  just  what  he  would 
have  got  if  he  had  his  own  establishment — net  profit.  The 
net  profit  comes  to  him  in  the  form  of  wages.  The  only 
sensible  way  to  settle  the  question  of  the  living  wage  is  the 
way  that  has  always  been  employed,  namely,  to  give  the 
workman  the  net  profit  of  his  labor  and  no  more. 

Why  should  he  have  more?  If  he  asks  for  more  he  asks 
for  charity. 

But  the  workman  may  say,  "That  is  all  right  in  theory, 
but  it  does  not  work  out  honestly  in  fact.  What  you  say 
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about  rent  and  machinery  and  repairs  and  raw  material 
and  disposing  of  the  product  sounds  well,  but  what  I  claim 
is  that  the  factory  is  charging  me  too  much  for  all  these 
services.**  Perhaps  an  effective  answer  to  that  is — "Could 
you  do  any  or  all  of  these  things  at  less  yourself?  If  you  could 
not  you  are  no  worse  off,  and  probably  quite  a  bit  better  off, 
than  you  would  be  if  you  had  the  full  product  of  your  labor 
as  a  result  of  being  your  own  employer.*' 

Facts  are  stubborn  things.  Putting  it  the  way  we  have, 
the  workman  is  unquestionably  better  off  working  in  the 
factory  than  he  is  working  in  his  own  shanty.  It  is  safe  to 
say  that  if  he  were  not,  he  would  not  after  150  years  of 
experiment  be  working  in  the  factory. 

Once  more,  what  he  implies  about  the  factory  cheating 
him  in  what  it  charges  for  rent,  machinery,  repairs,  raw 
material  and  selling  cannot  really  be  true.  He  forgets  one 
thing.  He  is  competing  with  other  workmen  for  a  chance  to 
work  in  the  factory  and  to  use  the  facilities  there  provided. 
But  it  is  equally  true  that  the  factory  is  competing  with 
other  factories  for  the  chance  to  get  him  to  work  for  it  and 
in  it.  He  competes  with  other  workmen  in  the  matter  of 
what  shall  be  paid  to  the  factory  for  the  services  it  affords 
workmen,  and  the  factory  competes  with  other  factories  in 
the  matter  of  what  shall  be  paid  to  workmen  for  working  in 
it.  Each  party  is  up  against  sharp  competition,  and  the  terms 
which  each  party  makes  with  the  other  party  are  based  upon 
competitive  conditions. 

This  brings  us  to  the  last  word,  which  is  this.  G)-operation 
among  workmen  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  the  best  terms 
possible  from  manufacturers  is  today  more  effective  than 
co-operation  among  manufacturers  for  the  purpose  of  gain- 
ing the  best  terms  possible  from  workmen.  Workmen  are 
using  this  advantage  for  all  it  is  worth.  The  owners  of  fac- 
tories will  keep  their  plants  in  operation  in  the  face  of  every- 
thing except  long  continued  loss.  Their  resources  are  larger 
than  those  of  workmen,  and  they  can  keep  up  a  losing 
struck  longer.  The  high  wage  scale  prevailing  today  in 
general  industry  is  due  to  this  fact.  The  only  question  is,  How 
much  longer  can  this  aggressiveness  on  the  part  of  labor 
continue  without  effecting  such  losses  on  manufacturers 
and  other  employers  as  will  make  them  say — "You  will 
have  to  mark  down  your  living  wage  or  we  shall  have  to  stop 
our  machinery.** 
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If  this  should  actually  come  to  pass  and  machinery  should 
be  stopped  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  could  no  longer  be 
operated  at  a  profit^  the  living  wage  would  assume  a  much 
different  character.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  everyone  could  live 
on  far  less  than  he  is  at  present  consuming,  and  we  may  all 
have  to  if  things  go  on  much  longer  as  they  are  going  at 
present. 

Value 

MANY  persons  are  confused  when  the  word  "Value"  is 
mentioned.  This  is  perhaps  natural  when  one  con- 
siders the  different  ways  in  which  the  word  is  used.  It  has, 
however,  but  one  meaning  in  political  economy;  that  is,  in 
business — for  political  economy  is  nothing  but  the  science  of 
business.  Words  are  very  important  things.  We  may  say 
that  a  rose  by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet,  but, 
Shakespeare  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  that  is  not 
always  the  case.  We  have  always  supposed  that  words  spring 
from  things,  but  it  is  too  often  the  case  that  things  spring 
from  words.  A  wrong  definition  frequently  leads  to  a  wrong 
course  of  action.  Some  one  once  said  that  the  world  is 
governed  by  words,  but  considering  the  way  the  world  is 
governed  that  does  not  speak  very  well  for  words. 

When  we  talk  about  value  we  may  mean  diflFerent  things. 
A  thing  is  useful,  and  for  that  reason  we  say  it  has  value.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  may  have  no  value  at  all  in  the  economic 
sense.  Nothing  is  more  useful  than  the  air  we  breathe — ^we 
could  not  live  without  it.  But  for  most  of  us  it  has  no  value. 
If  a  coal  mine  should  collapse  on  us,  sealing  us  up  from  the 
outside  world,  it  might  have  great  value.  If  we  had  been 
lost  for  days  in  the  Desert  of  Sahara,  water  would  have  great 
value;  but  as  a  rule  water  has  no  value  at  all  except  as  we 
have  to  pay  for  piping  it  and  pumping  it  into  our  houses.  If 
we  were  hunters  camped  beside  a  running  brook,  it  would 
have  no  value.  Usefulness  does  not  necessarily  mean  value. 

Value  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  used  in  business  arises 
when  we  desire  to  exchange  things.  A  boy  may  have  a  jack 
knife  and  another  boy  may  have  a  box  of  dominoes.  Each  of 
them  covets  the  other's  possession  more  than  his  own.  Each 
of  them  desires  to  swap  with  the  other.  If  they  exchange  the 
jack  knife  and  the  dominoes,  the  jack  knife  has  the  value  of  a 
box  of  dominoes  and  the  dominoes  have  the  value  of  a  jack 
knife.  Value  is  measured  by  the  desire  that  one  person,  who 
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has  something  to  exchange,  has  for  something  that  another 
person  has.  There  are  sometimes  extreme  cases  of  this. 

The  Patriarch  Isaac,  who  was  a  man  of  wealth,  had  two 
sons,  Esau  and  Jacob.  Esau  was  his  favorite  and  on  him  he 
conferred  the  birthright.  In  other  words,  the  patrimony  was 
Esau's.  Now  Jacob  one  day  had  made  a  mess  of  pottage,  the 
money  cost  or  the  labor  cost  (or  call  it  what  you  will)  of 
which  could  not  have  been  very  great.  That  same  day  Esau 
came  back  from  the  field  in  a  famished  condition.  When  he 
saw  the  pottage,  he  said,  "Feed  me  I  pray  thee  with  that  same 
red  pottage,  for  I  am  faint."  Jacob  said,  "Sell  me  this  day 
thy  birthright.**  Esau  replied,  "Behold,  I  am  at  the  point  to 
die  and  what  profit  shall  this  birthright  be  to  me."  And 
Jacob  said,  "Swear  to  me  this  day."  And  he  swore  unto  him 
and  sold  his  birthright  unto  Jacob.  Then  Jacob  gave  Esau 
bread  and  pottage  of  len tiles;  and  he  did  eat  and  drink  and 
rose  up  and  went  his  way.  Thus  Esau  despised  his  birthright. 

Most  of  us  would  give  a  mess  of  pottage  for  a  birthright 
such  as  Esau's.  The  prodigal  son  was  of  the  same  stripe.  His 
father  divided  his  property  among  his  two  sons  and  the 
younger  took  his  into  a  far  country  and  spent  it  on  riotous 
living,  and  in  the  end  went  out  and  tended  swine  in  order  to 
keep  himself  from  starving.  A  good  many  yoimg  men  today 
are  following  his  example.  Riotous  living  is  what  they  want 
more  than  anything  else.  Most  of  us  would  not  give  a  six- 
pence for  riotous  living,  but  if  you  are  built  that  way  you  will 
give  all  you  possess.  Again,  a  man  will  give  $10,000  for  a 
small  piece  of  canvas  with  some  paint  on  it,  because  he 
wants  the  canvas  and  paint  more  than  he  wants  the  $10,000. 
The  value  of  the  canvas  and  paint  is  $10,000;  the  value  of 
the  $10,000  is  the  canvas  and  paint. 

Why,  even  the  human  soul  has  its  value.  Many  a  man  is 
said  to  have  sold  his  soul.  Hence  that  old  question,  What  shall 
it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his  soul? 
The  soul  is  not  usually  regarded  as  an  economic  factor,  but 
it  certainly  seems  to  possess  exchange  value. 

For  ordinary  purposes,  therefore,  we  may  say  that  value 
is  what  a  thing  will  sell  for.  Professor  Perry  used  to  say  that 
a  market  for  goods  is  goods  at  market.  That  is,  you  have 
things  you  want  to  exchange  and  you  carry  them  to  where 
there  are  people  who  have  other  things  to  exchange  and  who 
may  want  your  things.  Of  course,  a  thrifty  person  who  has 
spent  two  days'  labor  making  something  is  not  going  to 
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exchange  it  for  something  that  has  cost  another  person  only 
one  day's  labor.  Other  things  being  equal,  each  person  tries 
to  get  in  exchange  a  commodity  or  a  service  which  involves 
about  the  same  amount  of  labor  as  he  put  into  what  he  is 
trying  to  sell.  Obviously,  it  is  not  easy  to  strike  the  balance  on 
first  sight.  But  as  people  have  been  making  things  and 
rendering  services  for  hundreds  of  years  and  exchanging 
them,  anyone  can  now  almost  instinctively  tell  what  a  thing 
is  worth.  One's  knowledge  on  this  point  may  not  be  strictly 
accurate  but  it  is  near  enough  to  keep  things  moving. 

Allowance  must  of  course  be  made  for  the  fact  that  supply 
and  demand,  which  almost  automatically  tend  to  equalize 
themselves,  frequently  get  out  of  adjustment.  Supply 
sometimes  (always  unintentionally  and  usually  unex- 
pectedly) runs  far  ahead  of  demand,  and  at  other  times 
demand  will  greatly  outstrip  supply.  Such  incalculable  facts 
from  time  to  time  distort  prices,  making  them  abnormally 
and  spectacularly  at  variance  with  labor  cost.  In  these 
remarks,  however,  we  are  concerned  with  the  normal 
operation  of  exchange. 

What  we  have  been  saying  is  fundamental.  But  there  are 
many  surface  facts  which  complicate  the  problem.  Very 
often  circumstances  arise  to  increase  the  labor  cost  of  this, 
that  or  the  other  commodity  or  service,  with  the  result  that 
the  people  who  buy  the  commodity  or  service  have  to  give 
more  in  exchange  for  it.  But  this  does  not  change  the 
fundamental  character  of  the  transaction. 

It  will  be  noted  that  above  we  speak  of  labor  and  that 
now  we  are  speaking  of  labor  cost.  The  terms  are,  however, 
identical;  but  to  make  that  clear  we  shall  have  to  go  a  little 
deeper  into  the  problem.  Labor  is  the  occasion  and  measure 
of  exchange  value.  Now,  what  is  labor?  It  is  of  course  the 
muscular  and  mental  effort  which  one  employs  in  doing 
something.  Suppose  you  say  that  a  bushel  of  wheat  ex- 
changes for  $i.oo  this  year  and  for  $2.00  next  year.  Is  the 
labor  effort  any  greater  at  $2.00  than  at  $1.00?  Many 
persons  would  say  by  no  means.  Well  that  leads  to  a  very 
pertinent  discussion. 

No  one  can  do  any  labor  without  certain  prerequisites.  A 
dead  man  cannot  do  business.  One  must  be  alive  and  kicking. 
But  in  order  to  be  alive  and  kicking  one  must  have  food  to  eat 
and  clothes  to  wear  and  a  house  to  live  in.  Those  things 
constitute  the  irreducible  minimum  of  the  prerequisites  of 
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labor.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  when  you  talk  about  labor 
you  necessarily  talk  about  the  cost  of  labor.  Labor  repre- 
sents not  merely  the  amount  of  time  which  one  devotes  to 
doing  something,  but  also  all  that  is  necessary  to  keep  him 
alive  and  in  condition  to  use  the  time  at  his  disposal.  And  it 
should  be  said  that  the  efficiency  of  labor  increases  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  brains  which  one  puts  into  his 
labor  in  addition  to  the  things  that  feed  him  and  clothe  him 
and  house  him. 

The  cultivation  of  one's  brain  itself  costs  money  and  time 
and  strenuous  effort,  and  it  has  to  be  paid  for.  As  a  rule  a 
clever  man  can  make  more  things,  or  at  least  better  things, 
than  a  dull-witted  man,  and  he  rightly  expects  to  get  more  in 
exchange  for  his  product  than  the  otjier.  When  you  talk 
about  the  labor  as  the  measure  of  value  you  have  to  take  into 
account  all  that  we  have  just  said. 

Suppose  we  assume  that  the  average  person  lives  twice  as 
well  as  he  did,  say  half  a  century  ago.  This  may  mean  many 
things.  It  may  mean  for  one  thing  that  he  has  made  up  his 
mind  that  he  won*t  work  for  the  return  which  he  got  half  a 
century  ago,  and  that  everyone  has  consented  to  give  him 
more.  But  they  could  not  have  given  him  more  unless  there 
was  more  to  give,  and  there  could  not  have  been  more  to 
give  unless  he  had  helped  to  make  the  more.  It  does  not 
follow  that  he  has  helped  to  quite  the  extent  that  he  supposes. 

That  there  is  more  to  give  than  there  was  half  a  century 
ago  is  due  in  very  large  measure  to  the  machinery  that  has 
been  invented  to  turn  out  goods  faster  and  better.  It  is  safe 
to  say  that  the  average  man  has  had  nothing  to  do  with 
inventing  and  making  the  improved  machinery.  It  has  been 
made  by  people  above  the  average,  as  a  result  of  very 
exacting  labor  on  their  part.  Anyhow,  the  machinery  has 
been  improved  and  the  average  man  uses  it  under  direction, 
and  by  so  doing  turns  out  his  goods  much  faster  than  half  a 
century  ago.  The  great  increase  in  the  amount  of  consumable 
goods  has  enabled  everyone  to  consume  more,  and  by  con- 
suming more  of  the  necessaries  we  have  all  acquired  a  taste 
and  a  desire  for  things  that  are  not  necessaries,  and  have 
managed  to  get  a  good  many  of  them. 

So  we  have  all  had  to  have  more  to  exchange  for  other 
things,  and  this  has  had  a  marked  effect  on  what  we  call 
prices.  In  recent  years  manual  workers  have  insisted  on 
having  more  than  they  had  before,  and  the  people  who  have 
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bought  their  labor  have  paid  them  more.  That  is  why  prices 
of  all  description  have  gone  to  such  high  figures. 

As  a  rule  a  certain  amount  of  labor  (interpreted  in  the 
sense  outlined  above)  exchanges  for  an  equivalent  amount  of 
labor.  This  rule  like  all  other  rules  admits  of  exception.  If  a 
man  traveling  in  the  Desert  of  Sahara  has  a  supply  of  water, 
which  he  has  obtained  with  practically  no  labor  at  the  last 
oasis  which  he  visited,  comes  across  a  man  with  $1000  in  his 
pocket  and  dying  of  thirst,  he  may  be  able  to  exchange  a  glass 
of  water  for  the  $1000.  In  this  case  labor  is  not  matched 
against  labor.  The  $1000  in  the  pocket  of  the  dying  man 
represents  a  good  deal  of  labor,  while  the  water  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  other  person  represents  very  little  labor.  In  a 
word,  labor  and  price  have  parted  company  for  the  time  being. 
A  picture  by  Rembrandt  today  has  an  exchange  value 
enormously  in  excess  of  the  exchange  value  it  would  have  had 
when  painted.  That  is  because  there  are  only  a  few  Rem- 
brandts  in  existence,  and  everyone  would  now  like  to  possess 
one.  But  such  instances  fall  outside  the  realm  of  economic  dis- 
cussion. Where  things  are  in  continuous  process  of  production 
and  the  supply  is  fairly  easily  regulated  to  meet  the  ordinary 
demand,  the  exchange  value  is  reached  by  the  rough  hilling 
of  the  market,  by  balancing  the  labor  costs  of  the  things 
offered  for  exchange. 

This  is  more  clearly  perceived  in  the  case  of  commodities 
than  in  the  case  of  services.  It  may  not  be  hard  to  say  how 
much  labor  is  involved  in  making  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  conse- 
quently for  how  much  of  other  things  a  loaf  of  bread  should  be 
exchanged.  But  when  you  come  to  the  product  of  a  central 
station  it  is  far  less  easy.  You  are  now  selling  a  service.  A 
baker  sells  bread  to  a  certain  community.  He  knows  about  how 
many  people  there  are  in  the  community,  and  how  many  other 
bakers  there  are,  and  about  how  many  loaves  the  community 
ought  to  buy  of  him.  It  is  comparatively  easy,  therefore,  to 
tell  about  how  much  his  daily  output  should  be.  Furthermore, 
he  does  business  almost  entirely  on  a  cash  basis.  He  does  not 
have  a  number  of  people  owing  him  large  sums,  which 
possibly  they  may  not  be  able  to  pay.  Once  more,  if  the 
business  does  not  turn  out  as  well  as  he  hoped,  he  is  able  to 
abandon  it  without  much  if  any  loss. 

Take  the  case  of  the  people  who  own  the  central  station. 
They  have  to  do  some  very  close  figuring  before  they  begin 
business.  They  not  only  have  to  obtain  a  fairly  good  idea  of 
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what  the  materials  and  labor  for  constructing  and  equipping 
the  plant  will  cost,  but  they  have  also  to  inform  themselves 
regarding  the  traffic  density  of  the  community  to  be  served, 
the  probable  amount  of  their  product  that  will  be  consumed 
by  this  and  that  class  in  the  community,  the  percentage  of 
loss  to  which  they  may  be  subjected  from  the  non-payment  of 
bills,  the  liability  that  the  economic  standing  of  the  com- 
munity may  be  changed  for  better  or  worse,  and,  not  least  of 
all,  the  liability  of  increasing  legal  exactions  on  the  part  of 
l^slative  bodies,  public  service  commissions  and  courts. 

Experts  who  are  asked  to  figure  on  the  value  of  a  new 
public  utility  (or  for  that  matter  on  the  value  of  an  old  one) 
have  to  keep  all  these  facts  in  mind.  Even  if  a  central  station 
plant  were  to  be  built  for  immediate  sale  as  a  plant,  they 
would  have  to  be  kept  in  mind — a  prospective  buyer  could  not 
afford  to  overlook  them.  But  central  station  plants  as  a  rule 
are  not  built  with  that  purpose  in  mind.  They  are  built  to 
sell  service,  and  their  value  is  based  on  their  continuing  in 
business  year  after  year  and  providing  and  selling  service. 

Turn  for  a  moment  to  an  industry  of  an  entirely  different 
character.  Consider  a  shoe  factory.  This  is  not  subject  to 
public  regulations  like  a  central  station  plant.  Land  is  bought, 
the  factory  is  built  and  equipped,  people  are  hired  to  work  in 
the  factory,  shoes  are  made  and  sold  and  worn.  Now,  what  is 
the  value  of  that  shoe  factory  ?  Well,  in  the  first  place  there  is 
the  value  of  the  land,  which  may  have  appreciated  in  value 
since  the  factory  was  built,  or  possibly  decreased.  There  are 
the  factory  and  the  machinery  in  the  factory,  and  these 
through  use  have  depreciated  in  value,  provided  they  have  not 
been  kept  as  good  as  new  by  constant  expenditure.  There  is 
the  stock  of  raw  material  and  finished  goods  on  hand  at  the 
moment  we  are  trying  to  obtain  the  value  of  the  plant.  And 
last  of  all,  there  is  the  business  that  the  factory  has  in  the 
course  of  years  built  up.  The  prospective  buyer  wants  more 
than  the  land  and  the  building  and  the  machinery  and  the 
stock  of  raw  material  and  goods  in  hand.  It  is  the  business  he 
is  buying.  In  other  words,  he  is  buying  the  customers  of  the 
shoe  factory.  Now  it  has  cost  the  shoe  factory  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  labor  and  money  to  secure  these  customers.  When 
it  sells  a  pair  of  shoes  the  value  is  based  on  the  labor  cost  of 
securing  these  customers.  We  say  "labor  cost,"  because  the 
time  and  the  money  connote  labor  cost. 

In  economic  law  a  central  station  is  bound  to  pursue  a 
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similar  policy.  It  has  to  undergo  the  cost  of  land,  construction, 
equipment,  payroll,  taxes,  depreciation,  bad  debts,  and 
interest  on  the  capital  employed,  each  of  these  being  on  final 
analysis  a  labor  cost. 

To  digress  for  a  moment,  how  can  bad  debts  be  a  labor  cost  ? 
In  this  way.  The  plant  is  designed  to  operate  at  efficiency. 
All  the  costs  are  gauged  to  that  fact.  And  the  rate  which  it 
charges  for  its  service  is  necessarily  based  on  that  fact.  The 
land,  construction,  equipment,  payroll,  taxes,  depreciation, 
bad  debts,  and  interest  are  all  prorated  over  the  rate  to  the 
consumer  of  the  service.  The  central  station  has  to  collect  a 
certain  amount  of  money  from  its  customers  to  oflfeet  the 
labor  cost  of  providing  and  operating  the  plant  at  efficiency. 
And  this  certain  amount  of  money  has  to  be  prorated  over 
the  whole  of  its  customers.  If  there  were  no  bad  debts,  the 
amount  collected  to  be  so  prorated  would  be  reduced.  If 
there  were  bad  debts  the  amount  so  collected  might  con- 
ceivably have  to  be  increased.  It  is  as  true  in  private  finance 
as  in  public  finance  that  the  consumer  pays  the  tax. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  whole  cost  of  a  service 
rendered  by  a  central  station  is  as  much  a  labor  cost  as  is  the 
whole  cost  of  a  pair  of  shoes.  This  is  the  case  when  economic 
law  has  free  play.  The  free  play  of  economic  law  is,  however, 
frequently  interrupted,  and  this  is  particularly  the  casein 
connection  with  public  service  industries,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  persons  in  whose  hands  public  regulation  of  such  in- 
dustries is  vested  have  not  as  yet  completely  mastered  the 
very  complicated  and  complicating  details  incidental  to  the 
production  and  distribution  of  public  service  facilities. 

The  one  thing  to  be  remembered  is,  that  other  things  being 
equal  (and  other  things  always  are  equal  over  extended 
periods),  the  whole  cost  of  anything,  be  it  a  loaf  of  bread,  a 
pair  of  shoes,  an  incandescent  light,  or  a  street  railway  ride,  is 
a  labor  cost,  and  nothing  but  a  labor  cost.  If  the  persons 
providing  the  incandescent  light  and  the  street  railway  ride, 
like  the  persons  providing  the  bread  and  the  shoes,  cannot 
sell  their  product  (and  base  the  value  of  their  plants  on  the 
receipts  which  they  derive  from  selling  their  product)  they 
will  lose  their  incentive  to  do  business. 

So  that  it  may  be  said  that  under  economic  law  the  real 
value  of  any  industrial  enterprise  is  automatically  based  on 
the  incentive  of  those  controlling  the  enterprise  to  start  or 
remain  in  business. 
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The  Hopeful  Aspects  of  Europe 

By  Frederick  P.  Royce 

SO  much  of  a  pessimistic  character  has  been  said  and 
written  by  those  who  from  time  to  time  have  visited  the 
countries  of  Western  Europe  since  the  armistice,  that  we 
naturally  look  at  conditions  through  a  haze  of  gloom  ob- 
scuring certain  bright  spots  that  indicate  that  there  may  be  a 
probability  that  these  countries  will  return  in  the  not  too 
distant  future  to  a  condition  of  prosperity,  which  really  is  so 
essential  to  world  welfare. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  England,  France  and  Italy 
were  in  a  somewhat  varied  degree  prosperous  and  each  had 
great  national  wealth,  which  was  growing  in  a  healthy 
manner  from  year  to  year. 

Without  warning  these  conditions  were  almost  instantly 
changed.  Millions  of  men  who  had  engaged  in  all  kinds  of 
work  which  had  been  producing  wealth  discontinued  such 
work  and  engaged  in  warfare  which  thereafter  reduced  the 
normal  increase  in  wealth  to  an  extent  which  can  hardly  be 
estimated.  Moreover,  in  Belgium,  France  and  Italy,  much 
of  the  wealth  which  had  been  created  in  past  years  was 
destroyed,  and  the  terrific  loss  of  life  deprived  the  belligerent 
countries  of  an  important  part  of  their  wealth  producing 
power  for  years  to  come. 

Obviously  the  cost  of  the  war  had  to  be  assumed  by  the 
Governments  involved,  although  ultimately  it  must  be 
borne  by  the  people  of  each  country,  principally  through 
taxation,  so  that  each  nation  will  pay  his  or  her  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  total  amount  expended  by  Government.  Most 
of  the  money  required  for  governmental  use  was  raised,  in 
the  first  instance,  through  loans,  the  greater  part  being  of  an 
internal  character,  although  the  foreign  loans  were  in  the 
aggregate  so  large  that  today  they  are  an  important  factor 
in  the  whole  situation.  At  the  same  time,  in  France  and  in 
Italy  there  was  a  very  large  increase  in  the  amount  of 
currency  issued.  There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  terrific 
strain  on  the  nations  involved,  which  produced  a  condition 
of  financial  exhaustion  of  somewhat  varying  severity  in  each. 
Such  a  condition  was  inevitable  after  the  four  years  of  war- 
fare and  nothing  else  could  have  been  expected,  yet  many 
who  have  visited  those  countries  since  the  armistice  seem 
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to  have  been  so  deeply  impressed  by  the  truly  bad  factors  in 
the  situation  that  they  have  overlooked  the  favorable  ones. 

The  real  question  would  seem  to  be  in  each  country,  "Is 
the  exhaustion  so  great  that  conditions  will  grow  worse, 
resulting  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy;  will  this  country  drag  on 
as  a  permanent  invalid  or  will  it  recuperate  and  regain  its 
pre-war  strength  ?'* 

England  for  many  years  has  been  an  industrial  and 
maritime  country.  She  has  been  obliged  to  import  many  of 
the  raw  materials  used  in  her  manufactures  and  much  of  the 
material  required  to  feed  and  clothe  her  people.  She  has, 
however,  developed  broad  world  markets  for  the  product  of 
her  industries  and  for  the  use  of  her  ships,  having  become  a 
strong  creditor  nation.  The  wealth  created  was  sufficient  to 
stand  much  of  the  strain  brought  on  by  the  war.  Today  her 
credit  is  sufficiently  good  to  permit  the  purchase  of  the 
necessary  raw  materials,  many  of  which  are  obtained  from 
her  colonies,  and  rapid  progress  has  been  made  in  regaining 
the  world  markets  for  her  products.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  her  pre-war  wealth  will  be  gradually  restored 
and  afterward  increased. 

The  situation  in  France  is  somewhat  different — France  is 
more  nearly  self-contained  than  the  other  nations.  Most  of 
her  requirements  in  food  stuff's  are  produced  at  home,  as  are 
many  of  the  raw  materials  which  she  requires  for  her  manu- 
factures. France  has  suffered  most  of  the  three  nations  under 
consideration,  both  through  loss  of  men  and  through 
destruction  of  property.  The  psychological  effect  of  four 
years  of  fighting  on  her  own  territory  was  terrifically  severe 
and  could  not  have  been  withstood  except  by  a  great  nation. 
While  the  population  of  France  had  not  increased  rapidly  in 
pre-war  days,  their  wealth  had  grown  and  they  were  one  of 
the  great  creditor  nations. 

The  French  are  a  hard  working,  frugal  race  and  are 
bending  every  effort  to  restore  the  devastation  caused  by  the 
war,  to  rebuild  their  industries  and  to  increase  their  agri- 
cultural products.  These  efforts  are  meeting  with  success, 
the  crops  of  the  country  are  becoming  larger  and  larger,  and 
while  still  far  from  normal  the  output  of  the  industries  is 
continually  improving. 

Depending  upon  the  payment  of  German  indemnities 
ultimately  to  meet  the  cost   of  restoration,  the   French 
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Government  has  borrowed  for  that  purpose,  largely  on 
comparatively  short  time,  approximately  one  hundred 
billion  francs  from  their  own  people  and  has  assured  them 
that  the  indemnities  would  be  paid.  The  fact  which  has  been 
growingly  apparent  and  now  seems  certain,  that  these 
German  indemnities  can  only  be  paid  in  comparatively 
small  part  in  the  near  future,  will  involve  some  sort  of 
funding  of  the  temporary  internal  loans  referred  to,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  need  of  such  funding,  as  it  becomes  de- 
finitely understood,  will  create  a  political  crisis  the  outcome 
of  which  is  of  course  uncertain.  Obviously  the  politicians 
were  between  the  two  horns  of  a  dilemna.  On  the  one  hand 
restoration  was  imperative  and  the  money  necessary  could 
only  be  raised  immediately  at  home.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
indemnities  had  been  agreed  to  and  the  French  politicians 
could  not  express  a  belief  that  Germany  was  unable  to  pay 
and  at  the  same  time  have  much  hope  of  collecting,  as  very 
little  can  be  collected  by  a  creditor  who  expresses  an  opinion 
that  a  debtor  has  no  money. 

It  is  nevertheless  a  fact  that  France  is  again  beginning  to 
create  new  wealth,  and  while  most  of  this  must  for  a  long 
time  be  devoted  to  meet  the  cost  of  reconstruction  and  to 
other  government  requirements,  yet  it  would  seem  reason- 
able to  believe  that  as  the  growing  wealth  is  so  applied,  the 
internal  short  time  loans  are  adjusted  and  proper  provision 
made  for  ultimate  payment  through  proper  forms  of  taxa- 
tion, the  credit  of  the  country  will  improve  and  very  gradu- 
ally its  financial  strength  will  be  restored.  While  much  of  the 
wealth  of  France  was  destroyed,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
by  far  the  greater  part  remains,  that  the  people  are  ready  to 
work  hard  and  to  save,  and  that  most  of  her  indebtedness  is 
internal.  Under  such  conditions  it  would  seem  that  those 
people  who  for  four  years  had  the  physical  and  moral  strength 
to  withstand  the  terrific  strain  of  the  war  will,  with  all  the  nat- 
ural facilities  they  have  at  hand,  work  out  their  salvation. 

In  Italy,  conditions  are  still  different.  Until  about  twenty- 
five  years  ago  their  interests  were  almost  entirely  agricul- 
tural. With  the  tremendous  growth  of  population  it  became 
evident  that  their  territory  at  home,  much  of  it  being  of 
inferior  character,  was  insufficient  to  provide  agricultural 
facilities  for  all  the  people  and  that  the  development  of 
industries  was  essential. 
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Some  of  the  conditions  were  not  favorable  for  industrial 
development.  The  raw  materials  which  most  of  these  indus- 
tries required  were  not  to  be  found  at  home  and  must 
necessarily  be  imported.  On  the  other  hand,  they  had  an 
intelligent  people  ready  to  work,  one  that  could  furnish 
the  labor  needed  for  their  industries  to  great  advantage. 
These  industries  grew  with  rapidity  and  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  were  of  great  importance.  They  were  greatly  in- 
creased during  the  war. 

Italy  came  into  the  war  rather  late,  but  once  in  furnished 
vast  quantities  of  materials  and  a  great  supply  of  men. 
While  the  actual  destruction  of  property  in  Italy  was  unim- 
portant compared  with  that  in  France,  yet  Italy  suffered  the 
loss  of  a  vast  number  of  men,  compensated  for  in  part, 
however,  by  their  nationals  who  had  returned  to  Italy  to 
enter  the  Italian  army  from  the  countries  to  which  they  had 
previously  emigrated. 

As  in  France,  the  cost  of  the  war  was  met  to  a  great  extent 
by  internal  loans  and  by  a  large  increase  in  the  amount  of 
currency  issued,  but  here,  also,  the  foreign  loans  made  are 
now  of  importance. 

Since  the  war,  Italy  has  set  to  work  to  put  her  house  in 
order.  Taxation  has  been  fixed  at  high  rates,  and  while 
they  have  not  been  successful  as  yet  in  balancing  their 
budget  the  deficit  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  very  large 
expenditures  made  for  the  operation  and  maintenance  of  the 
state  owned  railroads  and  to  the  work  of  restoration.  Less 
stress  has  been  laid  on  the  probability  of  receiving  indem- 
nities from  Germany  than  in  France.  As  in  France,  the 
people  are  hard  working  and  extremely  frugal.  Most  of  them 
are  busy,  so  that  little  is  heard  about  the  unemployed.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  Savings  Bank  deposits  have  been 
continually  increasing,  even  during  the  war  period. 

A  serious  hindrance  to  the  restoration  of  Italian  credit 
during  the  past  four  years  has  been  caused  by  the  instability 
of  the  Government  and  the  inability  to  get  together  under  a 
settled,  clearly  defined  policy.  The  Cabinet  has  been  com- 
posed of  men  representing  many  political  divisions  and  sub- 
divisions who  have  been  continually  in  disagreement.  This 
condition  will  be  cured  if  the  new  Mussolini  Government  is 
able  to  show  the  same  constructive  ability  in  governmental 
matters  which  it  has  shown  in  the  organization  of  the 
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Fascist!,  and  which  that  body  has  shown  in  the  handling  of 
industrial  matters  in  connection  with  which  it  has  been 
such  an  important  factor  during  the  past  four  years. 

Among  the  more  important  industrial  developments  are 
the  steel,  rubber,  cotton  and  silk  mills  and  the  factories 
for  the  manufacture  of  automobiles,  aeroplanes,  electrical 
machinery  and  locomotives. 

Italy  has  to  import  many  of  its  raw  materials  and  one  of 
the  most  important  items  has  been  and  still  is  coal.  The 
importations  of  coal  have  reached  nine  or  ten  million  tons  in 
certain  years  and  at  high  costs.  Fortunately  Italy  has  many 
large  water  powers  available  which  can  be  economically 
developed.  Many  hydro-electric  plants  have  been  built 
during  the  past  ten  years,  others  are  under  construction  and 
many  others  projected. 

The  use  of  these  hydro-electric  plants  will  do  much  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  Italian  manufactures,  and  the  gradual 
reduction  of  coal  importation  will  materially  improve  the 
foreign  trade  balance. 

With  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  work  and 
to  save  as  much  as  possible,  the  policy  of  the  Government  to 
reduce  expenditures  to  the  minimum,  the  willingness  of  the 
people  to  stand  heavy  taxation  and  the  fixed  policy  of  the 
new  Government  to  combat  socialistic  principles,  there 
should  be  a  rapid  improvement  in  the  financial  condition  of 
the  country. 

Summing  up  the  situation  in  these  countries,  there  are 
bright  spots  to  be  found.  While  much  of  the  wealth  that  they 
had  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  has  been  destroyed,  by  far  the 
greater  portion  remains.  Even  assuming  that  the  countries 
produced  no  new  wealth  during  the  war,  they  have  been  for 
three  years,  and  are  now,  hard  at  work  producing  and  for  the 
most  part  saving. 

Their  foreign  debts  represent  but  a  small  part  of  their 
natural  wealth. 

The  internal  debts  are  heavy  and  the  problems  to  be 
worked  out  are  difficult,  involving  the  adjustment  of  wealth 
between  the  people  and  the  governments;  but  those  ad- 
justments will  be  made  in  time,  and  the  wealth  of  these 
nations  on  which  their  credit  depends  will  continue  to  grow. 
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How  to  Operate  Cars  to  Prevent 
Accidents 

By  W.  G.  Turner 

[The  Etttera  Texas  Electric  Company  recently  offered  four  prizes  to  its  trainmen 
for  papers  on  "Accident  Prevention."  Exactly  50  per  cent  of  the  trainmen  competed. 
The  following  paper,  which  secured  the  first  prize,  easily  merits  publication.  Mr. 
Turner  has  been  with  the  Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company  about  two  years. — The 
Editor.] 

/.  Car  Bam  and  Bam  Switch  Accidents 

In  leaving  the  barn  with  a  car,  the  trainman  should  always 
be  on  the  car  in  time  to  get  everything  ready  for  his  run. 
He  should  be  sure  that  his  front  trolley  is  down  and  that  the 
air  button  is  turned  on  and  the  lights  switched  the  right  way. 
He  should  then  take  the  switch  points  and  curves  slowly  and 
carefully  to  prevent  derailing;  and  should  never  pull  in  front 
of  cars  moving  out  on  opposite  switches.  He  should  not 
follow  too  close  behind  the  car  ahead  of  him.  The  same  care 
and  precaution  should  be  exercised  in  taking  a  car  in  as 
taking  it  out.  A  great  many  of  the  accidents  are  caused  by 
being  late  in  getting  out  and  by  being  in  too  great  a  hurry  to 
get  in. 

2.  Line  Accidents 

All  kinds  of  accidents  can  happen  out  on  the  line.  To  pre- 
vent these  accidents,  the  trainman  should  test  the  brakes  by 
applying  the  air  to  see  how  they  work.  If  the  brakes  are  not 
good  and  he  feels  that  he  has  not  perfect  control  of  the  car, 
he  should  report  it  immediately  to  the  dispatcher  or  the  first 
supervisor  he  passes.  He  should  not  wait  until  he  has  an 
accident  and  then  halloo  bad  brakes. 

J.  Street  Intersection  Accidents 

A  motorman  or  operator  should  never  approach  a  street 
intersection  with  such  speed  that  he  cannot  stop  before 
running  into  the  cross  street.  This  is  especially  true  of  so- 
called  blind  streets.  Where  streets  are  open  and  the  operator 
can  see  the  cross  street  on  both  sides,  he  can  cross  with 
better  speed,  and  with  safety.  It  is  not  how  fast  one  crosses  a 
street,  but  how  fast  he  approaches  it.  After  he  has  reached 
the  street  and  flagged  it,  then  he  can  let  her  go. 
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4.  Following  Automobiles  in  Crowded  Districts 

An  operator  should  not  follow  too  closely  behind  an 
automobile  at  high  speed,  because  he  never  knows  when  the 
driver  of  the  automobile  is  going  to  cut  off  the  gas  and  step  on 
the  brakes  to  make  a  quick  stop.  Then  if  the  street  car  is  too 
close  behind  the  automobile,  the  operator  is  up  against  it. 
The  automobile  driver  can  stop  quicker  than  the  operator 
can;  and  the  result  is  that  the  street  car  runs  into  the  rear  of 
the  automobile.  When  following  automobiles  at  fast  speed, 
the  operator  should  always  stay  far  enough  behind  so  that  he 
will  have  a  chance  to  stop,  should  the  automobile  driver 
make  an  emergency  stop. 

5.  I'um  Out  and  Back  out  Accidents 

These  accidents  are  very  frequent  in  operating  along 
streets  where  there  are  all  kinds  of  cars  parked  along  the 
curb.  The  operator  should  use  extreme  care  to  avoid  these 
accidents.  He  has  to  watch  out  for  the  other  fellow  for  he 
won't  watch  out  for  himself.  Automobiles  often  dart  out 
from  the  curb  without  warning,  right  in  front  of  an  approach- 
ing street  car.  Then  it  is  up  to  the  operator  to  stop.  In  many 
instances,  these  accidents  occur  with  persons  who  will  sign  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  it  was  their  fault — that  they 
just  didn't  think.  The  operator  has  to  be  on  the  alert  and 
think  for  them.  He  cannot  operate  a  street  car  unless  he 
thinks.  A  good  way  to  avoid  these  accidents  is  for  the  opera- 
tor to  watch  for  cars  where  the  motor  is  running.  He  can 
usually  see  some  smoke  at  the  exhaust.  These  automobiles 
should  be  watched  carefully,  as  they  jump  out  in  front  of  the 
street  car.  The  operator  should  also  look  to  see  if  anyone  is 
at  the  steering  wheel,  and  always  pass  same  carefully. 

6.  Accidents  Caused  by  Automobiles  Running  into  Street  Cars 

There  are  a  great  many  accidents  caused  by  automobiles 
running  into  the  rear  end  of  the  street  car.  A  great  many  of 
these  accidents  could  be  avoided  by  the  operator  making 
longer  stops.  Short  stops  cause  the  auto  following  to  run  into 
the  street  car  just  the  same  as  an  automobile  making  a  quick 
stop  causes  the  street  car  to  run  into  it.  The  operator  curses 
the  auto  driver  for  stopping  quickly  and  vice  versa.  The 
operator  should  not  run  up  close  to  his  stop  and  then  apply  a 
full  charge  of  air  unless  he  wants  to  hear  something  bump  the 
back  end  of  his  car. 
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7.  Head  on  Collisions 

This  form  of  accident  is  when  an  auto  and  street  car  meet 
each  other.  These  accidents  usually  happen  by  the  operator 
thinking  that  the  automobile  will  get  off  of  the  track  before 
he  meets  it. 

When  the  operator  sees  an  automobile  coming  toward 
him  on  the  tracks,  he  should  slow  down  and  be  ready  to  stop 
in  case  they  don't  clear  the  track  in  time.  Auto  drivers  are 
careless;  they  look  back  and  talk  to  people  in  the  rear  seat, 
and  never  see  an  approaching  street  car.  When  it  is  raining 
and  the  streets  are  slick,  one  has  often  seen  an  automobile  try 
to  turn  off  of  the  car  line,  the  wheel  following  the  rail  for 
some  distance  before  the  driver  could  get  off  the  track.  In 
all  cases  when  accidents  might  occur,  the  operator  should 
never  forget  to  sound  his  gong.  This  applies  to  all  cases 
spoken  of  in  this  essay;  and  the  operator  should  not  forget  to 
use  his  gong  to  make  people  see  and  hear.  He  should  step  on 
his  gong  at  cross  streets  and  when  he  sees  anyone  approach- 
ing a  dangerous  place. 

8.  Step  and  Door  Accidents 

This  is  the  type  of  accident  which  happens  at  the  steps 
when  the  car  is  stopped  and  the  door  open  for  passengers.  It 
occurs  by  slipping  off  of  the  step  and  stumbling  and  falling  in 
at  the  door.  The  operator  is  not  to  blame  for  these;  but  if  he 
allows  a  passenger  to  catch  his  car  after  he  has  given  two 
bells,  he  is  to  blame  if  a  passenger  gets  hurt.  Sometimes  an 
accident  is  caused  by  the  motorman  starting  on  one  bell;  for 
instance,  he  loads  all  his  passengers  that  are  at  the  step;  he 
reaches  for  his  bell  cord  and  starts  to  give  bells;  a  passenger 
comes  around  his  car  whom  he  has  not  seen;  he  has  probably 
given  one  bell  and  stop;  the  motorman  being  too  quick  to 
start,  gives  one  point  and  having  not  received  two  bells,  stops 
suddenly.  This  is  liable  to  cause  an  accident,  either  as  the  car 
starts  or  stops  again.  The  operator  should  never  be  so  anxious 
to  start  his  car  that  he  will  start  on  one  bell.  One  bell  starts 
are  very  dangerous. 

Door  accidents  on  safety  cars  happen  very  often  by  the 
operator  being  too  quick  to  shut  the  door.  Sometimes  there  is 
a  passenger  who  steps  fast,  and  the  operator  thinks  he  is 
going  to  make  a  hasty  exit;  but  just  as  he  gets  on  the  step,  an 
auto  or  vehicle  comes  along  and  he  pauses.  Often  the  operator 
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shuts  the  door,  catching  the  passenger's  clothes,  grip, 
parasol,  hand  or  foot,  thereby  causing  an  accident.  The 
same  thing  applies  to  entering  the  car.  If  the  operator 
thinks  all  are  in  and  shuts  the  door,  and  someone  on  the  steps 
enters  the  car,  "Bang!"  goes  the  door,  catching  foot  or  hand 
in  the  door.  The  operator  should  never  close  the  door  until 
he  is  sure  he  has  all  passengers  inside  of  the  car,  and  all  are 
safely  landed  on  the  outside  of  the  car. 

p.  Inside  Accidents 

Now  we  want  to  talk  of  inside  accidents.  This  means  all 
accidents  that  happen  inside  of  the  car,  such  as  breaking 
glass,  getting  cut  on  glass,  tearing  of  clothes.  To  prevent 
these  accidents,  requires  just  good  even  temper  and  careful- 
ness. It  has  often  been  seen,  no  doubt,  that  on  cars  where  con- 
ductor, motorman  or  operator  showed  temper  one  of  these 
accidents  would  result.  Sometimes  one  tries  to  raise  or  lower 
a  window;  it  doesn't  work  just  to  suit  him;  he  gets  angry 
and  handles  it  rough,  resulting  in  broken  glass.  This  some- 
times applies  to  opening  and  shutting  of  doors.  Often  the 
motorman  gets  angry  because  some  passengers  do  not  get  oflF 
or  on  quick  enough  and  he  starts  the  car  with  a  jerk,  causing 
some  passenger  to  fall,  or  some  child  to  bump  his  head. 
Swinging  around  curves  too  fast,  especially  when  all  passen- 
gers are  not  seated,  is  very  dangerous,  particularly  for  old 
people  and  children.  To  avoid  this,  the  motorman  or  operator 
should  take  the  curves  as  slowly  and  smoothly  as  possible.  To 
prevent  all  of  the  above  accidents,  requires  carefulness,  good 
judgment  and  smooth  temper  on  the  part  of  the  trainman. 

10.  The  Motorman — What  He  Ought  to  Do  and  Be 

In  finishing  this  humble  little  essay,  I  want  to  say  a  few 
things  about  what  a  trainman  should  do  and  be.  To  prevent 
accidents,  first,  he  should  like  his  work,  be  really  enthusias- 
tic about  it,  with  the  desire  to  give  the  company  and  the 
public  the  best  that  is  in  him;  and  to  do  this  requires  that  he 
keep  himself  fit  for  his  work.  Clean  living  and  good  habits 
leave  him  at  his  best.  If  a  man  dissipates,  loses  his  proper 
sleep  and  rest,  he  can't  go  on  his  job  and  give  his  best  to  his 
company  or  the  public,  because  he  does  not  feel  at  his  best. 
He  is  sour,  has  a  bad  taste  in  his  mouth,  can't  smile  and  let 
his  passengers  smile  with  him. 
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Don'ts 
Don*t  unfit  yourself  for  your  work. 
Don't  get  angry  when  things  go  wrong. 
Don't  count  and  roll  money  while  operating  car. 
Don't  make  turn  in  on  the  line. 
Don't  let  anyone  call  your  attention  oflF  of  your  work. 
Don't  look  back  and  talk  to  anyone. 
Don't  forget  you  are  paid  to  operate  your  car. 
Don't  forget  you  owe  the  company  the  best  you  have. 
Don't  forget  to  keep  fit  for  your  work. 
Don't  forget  to  keep  your  temper. 
And  all  accidents  will  be  reduced  fifty  per  cent. 
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Home  Folks 

By  Henry  W.  Harris 

WHO  are  your  home-folks,  anyway?  "That's  easy"  you 
say.  "My  wife  and  children,  my  parents,  brothers  and 
sisters,  my  uncles,  aunts  and  cousins  and  my  in-laws — at 
least  those  of  them  whom  I  like.  I  count,  too,  the  fellows  I 
went  swimming  with,  way  back,  and  those  dear  and  intimate 
friends  with  whom  I  now  work  and  play.'V  Just  so.  Now, 
when  you  are  away  from  home,  does  not  almost  anyone  from 
the  home  town  look  to  you  like  home-folks  ?  At  least,  do  they 
not  appeal  more  directly  to  your  interest  and  are  you  not 
prone  to  become  better  acquainted  with  them  in  a  shorter 
space  of  time  than  you  would  have  been  had  you  met  them  as 
casually  at  home?  Likewise,  doeq  not  any  person  or  combina- 
tion of  persons  which  has  business  relations  with  individuals 
or  organizations  in  your  own  city  have  a  better  start  with 
you  than  those  who  do  not?  I  venture  to  say  that  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  they  do. 

Is  it  not  true  that  every  man  and  woman  who  works  for  a 
living — or  who  only  just  lives — in  your  town,  arc  really 
home-folks?  Are  they  not,  each  and  every  one  of  them, 
putting  something  of  value  into  the  town  in  the  form  of 
labor  or  beauty  or  utility  and,  more  than  all,  of  personality? 
The  combined  personalities  of  these  toilers  is  the  personality 
of  the  city.  The  composite  of  their  outstanding  traits  makes 
the  picture  of  your  population.  These  men  and  women  are 
all  working  toward  a  similar  end,  the  personal  one.  This  is  a 
pretty  bold  statement.  But,  after  all,  is  it  not  true?  First, 
every  one  is  working  for  a  personal  living,  the  food  and 
clothing  and  shelter  which  are  the  basic  need  of  them  and 
theirs.  They  are  striving  for  the  privilege  of  working  under 
congenial  conditions.  Personal  ambition  here  steps  in  and 
forces  them  to  work  for  education,  advancement,  higher 
responsibilities  and  emoluments,  fame,  pretty  clothes, 
leisure  for  play  and  pleasure  and  the  thousand  and  one  other 
things  contributory  to  these.  Pride,  still  personal — for  all 
pride,  in  its  last  analysis,  is  personal — takes  a  hand  and  they 
labor  to  make  the  town  "better,  bigger  and  busier,**  because 
it  is  a  part  of  them  as  they  are  a  part  of  it. 

Every  organization  or  association  which  has  its  being  in 
your  town  is  home-folks  just  as  much  as  the  individual.  They 
have  the  same  ideals  and  ambitions;  their  problems  are 
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similar,  though  of  multiple  and  varied  forms.  Your  depart- 
ment stores,  manufactories,  street  car  company,  banks, 
lighting  company  and  in  fact,  every  religious,  social,  financial 
or  business  organization  in  your  city  is  working  for  the 
community's  advancement  along  with  its  own.  Some  of 
these  are  home-owned,  some  owned  from  away  and  some  by 
both  home  and  outside  people,  but  all  of  them  are  home-run. 

They  are  operated  by  the  same  men  and  women  you  live 
with,  whom  you  see  on  the  streets  and  rub  elbows  with  at  the 
ball  game  or  the  movies;  with  whom  you  play  golf,  pool, 
checkers  or  cards  and  to  whom  you  narrate  wondrous 
fishing  yams.  These  people  who  eat  with  you  at  restaurants 
and  lunch  counters  are  all  home-folks.  In  some  cases,  per- 
haps in  many,  they  have  not  been  born  in  their  present 
home  town.  Lots  of  them  have  been  raised  there,  but  others 
have  not  come  to  your  city  until  arriving  at  a  more  or  less 
mature  age,  yet  in  almost  every  instance  we  find  that  they 
are  keener  for  the  social  and  civic  betterment  and  more 
jealous  for  the  good  name  and  good  fortune  of  their  adopted 
and  adoptive  dwelling  place  than  are  a  large  part  of  the 
home  born  and  bred  citizens,  who,  loyal  to  their  birthplace 
and  proud  of  it,  yet  accept  its  benefits,  as  well  as  its  re- 
sponsibilities, largely  as  a  matter  of  course  and  with  less 
apparent  enthusiasm. 

The  companies  they  work  for  are  home-companies.  They 
are  working  for  and  with  you  for  the  good  of  your  town.  TTie 
fact  that  any  one  of  these  companies  can  be  more  efficiently 
and  economically  operated  through  association  with  some 
centralized  management,  does  not  make  it  any  less  yours  than 
is  your  neighborhood  church  or  fraternal  lodge  which 
function  under  centralized  governing  heads  and  towards 
which  you  have  the  strongest  feelings  of  ownership  and 
loyalty.  Your  baseball  team  is  one  of  a  league  and  its 
members  are  drawn  from  widely  separated  points,  some 
quite  remote  from  the  town  for  which  they  play;  your 
theatres  are  members  of  circuits  and  your  railroads  are 
simply  units  of  larger  systems.  You  do  not  consider  these  as 
outsiders  at  all.  They  are  yours  just  the  same  and  you  think 
and  speak  of  them  as  such.  Deep  down  in  your  hearts,  in 
spite  of  any  faults  or  foibles,  perhaps  because  of  them,  you 
are  proud  of  them  and  love  them  in  the  same  measure  that 
you  are  proud  of  and  love  your  human  home-folks. 
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Railroad  Building  in  the  Andes 

By  Albert  A.  Northrop 

THE  Ulen  Contracting  Corporation,  with  which  Stone 
&  Webster,  Inc.  are  associated,  is  engaged  in  the  inter- 
esting and  important  work  of  forging  the  last  link  in  the 
second  railroad  to  cross  the  South  American  continent.  It 
will  provide  a  route  from  New  York  to  Buenos  Aires,  450 
miles  shorter  than  by  the  east  coast. 

Bolivia  is  the  only  republic  on  the  American  continent 
which  has  no  outlet  by  water  to  the  sea.  Its  location  might 
well  be  compared  to  that  of  Arizona  with  California  a  North- 
ern Chile  and  Oregon  a  Northern  Peru.  Its  capital.  La  Paz, 
would  be  near  Lake  Tahoe,  which  would  take  the  place  of 
Lake  Titicaca,  where  tradition  places  the  birthplace  of  the 
ancient  Inca  religion. 

With  no  seaport  of  its  own  it  is  connected  by  rail  and  is 
completely  dependent  upon  the  Chilean  ports  of  Antofagasta 
(Los  Angeles)  and  Arica  (San  Francisco),  and  upon  the 
Peruvian  port  of  Mollendo  (Portland,  Ore.)  It  now  seeks 
an  outlet  to  the  Atlantic  via  the  Argentine  at  Buenos  Aires, 
which  would  compare  with  a  railroad  from  Nevada  to  the 
Mexican  boundary  and  then  following  the  Rio  Grande  east- 
ward to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  at  Brownsville,  Tex. 

The  line  has  been  under  discussion  for  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  century — for  as  early  as  1910,  it  was  considered  by  a  joint 
commission  of  engineers  appointed  by  the  Bolivian  and 
Argentine  Governments.  The  Argentine  line  was  eventually 
built  to  the  Bolivian  boundary  and  several  unsuccessful 
attempts  were  made  to  build  the  final  link  of  124  miles  in 
Bolivia.  Only  partial  success  was  attained,  however,  and  in 
July,  1 92 1,  the  Government  signed  a  contract  with  the  Ulen 
Contracting  Corporation  to  complete  the  work.  A  bond 
issue  up  to  $10,000,000  U.  S.  gold  was  authorized,  and  the 
work  is  to  be  completed  by  the  first  of  May,  1925,  which  is 
the  centennial  of  Bolivian  independence. 

Practically  all  of  Bolivia  traversed  by  the  railroads  is  a 
great  plain,  lying  between  two  ranges  of  mountains.  It  is  at 
an  elevation  of  12,000  to  13,000  feet  above  the  sea  and  is 
almost  devoid  of  vegetation.  It  was  submerged  in  the  remote 
past  and  the  old  shore  line  is  distinctly  marked  on  the  moun- 
tain side  even  to  this  day.  At  some  of  the  railway  stations 
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Indian  boys  will  offer  for  sale  fossils  of  the  life  that  once 
existed  beneath  the  waters. 

The  locating  of  the  line  was  difficult  especially  in  the 
canyons  where  frequently  trails  had  to  be  notched  into  the 
canyon  walls  before  the  survey  parties  could  advance. 
Besides  the  rivers  to  be  crossed  there  is  much  rough  country 
and  700  bridges  in  all  will  be  constructed. 

The  railroad,  on  its  way  from  Bolivia  to  the  Argentine, 
climbs  from  the  plateau  to  a  pass  in  the  mountain  range  at 
an  elevation  almost  equal  to  the  top  of  Pike's  Peak,  and  then 
starts  to  descend,  letting  itself  down  along  the  mountain 
side  on  a  slope  of  three  feet  in  every  hundred.  Like  every 
railroad  which  crosses  a  mountain  range,  it  seeks  a  water 
course  and  soon  plunges  into  the  canyon  of  "El  Chorro." 
One  after  another,  three  successive  water  courses  are  fol- 
lowed, all  of  which  help  to  form  the  headwaters  of  the  Rio 
de  La  Plata,  which  empties  into  the  Atlantic  some  2,000 
miles  away.  After  descending  about  4,000  feet  the  road  turns 
upward  again,  and  for  20  miles  the  climb  continues,  until 
once  more  the  plateau  is  reached  2,000  feet  above. 

The  construction  is  difficult  at  best,  and  the  **masa- 
morras"  or  mud  runs  add  to  the  difficulties.  Frequently  a 
hillside,  or  perhaps  the  entire  bed  of  a  valley  will  become 
saturated  and  will  flow  like  lava,  carrying  everything  with  it. 
Such  conditions  have  caused  much  trouble  on  the  Trans- 
Andean  road  from  Valparaiso  to  Buenos  Aires. 

Fuel  in  Bolivia  is  so  scarce  that  in  La  Paz,  llama  droppings 
are  a  commercial  fuel,  and  a  large  fungus  growth  gleaned 
from  the  highlands  is  burned  in  the  electric  light  plant  along 
with  coal  imported  from  England.  The  locomotives  burn 
English  coal  in  briquette  form.  Most  promising  oil  indica- 
tions are  said  to  exist  in  the  southeast  of  the  republic.  If  oil 
is  once  discovered  in  quantity,  the  fuel  problem  of  Bolivia 
will  be  solved,  and  this  will  go  a  long  way  toward  solving  her 
transportation  problems  as  well. 

The  Ulen  Contracting  Corporation  has  established  head- 
quarters at  La  Paz,  with  F.  T.  Hoit  as  general  manager; 
Paul  Campbell,  assistant  general  manager;  H.  B.  Cameron, 
construction  superintendent,  and  Major  H.  R.  Gabriel, 
chief  engineer. 

The  wealth  that  the  Bolivian  Railroad  will  carry  will  not 
be  corn  and  wheat  and  wool,  but  metals — for  Bolivia  is 
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The  Railroad  Follows  **El  Chorro'*  Canyon 
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essentially  a  land  of  metals.  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
fertile  valleys  at  the  lowest  point,  the  road  is  through  an 
agricultural  waste.  Lionel  Portman,  an  Englishman  who  has 
written  a  book  about  this  republic  two  miles  high  above  the 
sea,  describes  it  as  "possessing  a  wealth  and  variety  of 
minerals  such  as  few  countries  in  the  world  can  show.  As 
the  veins  of  a  man  are  full  of  blood  so  are  the  veins  of  Bolivia 
full  of  metal:  of  gold  and  lead  and  wolfram  and  antimony 
and  bismuth,  but  far  more  important,  of  tin  and  silver. 
Fabulous  wealth  has  come  out  of  them  ever  since  the  days 
of  the  Incas  and  before  them.  And  far  more  fabulous  it  is 
certain  will  come  in  the  future  when  science  and  money  have 
had  their  say,  and  the  whole  country  will  have  been  made  to 
give  up  its  secrets." 
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A  Japanese  Self-Made  Man 

NOTHING  is  more  instructive  and  stimulating  than  a 
self-made  man.  In  every  field  of  activity  such  men  have 
figured  largely  in  art,  literature,  science  and  industry.  In 
science  we  have  had  such  men  as  Michael  Farrady,  in  in- 
dustry such  men  as  James  Watt  and  Andrew  Carnegie.  The 
Far  East  has  had  its  notable  self-made  men  also.  Among  the 
latter  is  Soichiro  Asano  of  Japan,  for  whom  Stone  &  Webster, 
Inc.,  is  now  doing  some  important  engineering  and  con- 
struction work.  The  story  of  Mr.  Asano's  industrial  career  is 
as  interesting  as  that  of  Andrew  Carnegie.  Isaac  F.  Mar- 
cosson  in  a  recent  article  in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  on 
'*The  Changing  East"  writes  at  considerable  length  of  Mr. 
Asano,  and  it  is  to  him  that  we  are  indebted  for  most  of  the 
facts  here  related. 

Asano  was  born  seventy-four  years  ago.  His  parents  had 
had  sixteen  children,  all  girls,  and  his  father  despairing  of 
having  a  son,  adopted  a  boy,  who  married  the  oldest 
daughter,  and,  in  accordance  with  Japanese  law  they  be- 
came the  family  heirs.  Two  years  later  Soichiro  was  born, 
but  with  no  patrimony.  He  was,  however,  adopted  by  a 
physician  and  became  a  medical  assistant.  But  being  ob- 
sessed by  the  desire  to  be  a  merchant  prince  he  soon  ran 
away  and  returned  to  his  own  home,  where  he  built  a  little 
weaving  and  dyeing  shop  and  employed  a  few  girls  to  manu- 
facture crepe  goods,  which  he  carried  round  on  his  own  back 
and  peddled  from  store  to  store.  The  venture  was  not  success- 
ful, and  he  went  to  work  selling  sewing  needles.  This  task 
carried  him  rather  far  afield,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
wanderings  he  bought  rice  hackles,  which  he  sold  at  home. 
This  also  proved  unprofitable. 

In  1865  he  was  adopted  by  a  wealthy  farmer,  but  farming 
was  not  to  his  mind  and  he  started  in  as  a  trader,  specializing 
in  rice.  This  story  is  a  repetition  of  the  previous  one.  His 
adopted  parents  became  discouraged  and  sent  him  home, 
whereupon  he  started  a  small  matting  shop,  borrowing 
money  at  such  usurious  rates  that  the  effort  was  hopeless.  In 
May,  1872,  with  a  small  bundle  of  clothing  and  23  7^^  he 
made  his  way  on  foot  to  Tokio.  In  order  to  keep  soul  and 
body  together  he  began  to  sell  drinking  water  in  the  streets. 
This  was  in  summer.  When  the  cold  weather  arrived,  the 
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demand  for  his  commodity  fell  off.  Thereupon  he  went  to 
Yokohama,  where  he  got  the  idea  of  selling  bamboo  sheaths 
for  wrapping  food.  Now  he  began  to  save  money  and  was 
able  to  get  married.  Before  long  he  began  to  sell  wood,  coal 
and  charcoal. 

Mr.  Marcosson  tells  the  following  interesting  story.  In 
those  days  the  Japanese  worker  wore  a  topknot.  As  Asano 
became  more  prosperous  his  friends  advised  him  to  cut  his 
off.  He  said,  **I  will  not  cut  off  my  topknot  until  I  have  saved 
io,oco  yen."  In  two  years  he  cut  it  off. 

Thus  Asano  got  his  start.  Noting  that  all  the  by-products 
of  the  gas  works  at  Yokohama  were  going  to  waste,  he  began 
to  find  ways  to  make  them  useful.  For  one  thing  he  persuaded 
the  government  cement  works  to  use  coke.  In  1877  there  was 
a  coal  famine  in  Japan,  and  as.  Asano  had  previously  ac- 
quired a  monopoly  on  the  whole  coke  output  of  the  gas 
works  he  was  able,  to  quote  Mr.  Marcosson,  to  make  his 
first  big  stake.  When  the  cholera  exhausted  the  supply  of 
disinfectants  the  health  authorities  at  Tokio  resorted  to  coal 
tar  as  a  substitute.  Here  too,  Asano  had  a  monopoly. 

He  was  not  yet  thirty  years  old.  At  that  time  the  present 
Viscount  Shibusawa  was  the  active  head  of  the  First  Bank  in 
Tokio.  It  was  a  rule  with  Asano  to  deposit  a  certain  sum  of 
money  every  month  in  this  bank  and  never  to  withdraw  any 
of  it.  After  a  while  this  came  to  the  attention  of  Shibusawa, 
who  sent  a  message  to  Asano  to  come  and  see  him.  Asano's 
reply  was:  "I  have  no  time  to  talk  to  bank  presidents.''  This 
naturally  only  heightened  Shibusawa's  interest.  He  sent 
another  invitation  with  a  like  result.  Finally  he  sent  word  to 
Asano  asking  him  to  visit  him  at  his  house. 

A  few  months  later,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  Asano 
turned  up.  The  house  was  locked  in  sleep,  but  finally  a 
servant  appeared.  The  servant  gave  a  glance  at  Asano's 
clothes  (he  was  then  and  still  is  rather  careless  in  such 
matters)  and  ordered  him  away.  However,  he  made  the  man 
carry  in  his  card  and  the  moment  the  banker  saw  it  he  said,  "I 
want  to  see  this  man."  Then  began  an  intimate  and  life-long 
acquaintance.  Shibusawa  immediately  became  the  young 
merchant's  principal  banker,  continuing  as  his  fiscal  agent 
until  Asano's  enterprises  became  so  large  that  it  was 
necessary  to  obtain  the  added  co-operation  of  Zenyiro 
Yasuda,  one  of  the  most  influential  bankers  of  Japan. 
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Before  long  Asano  was  a  great  industrial  leader.  When  the 
government  cement  works  at  Fukagawa  were  about  to  be 
shut  down  as  a  result  of  incompetent  management,  Asano 
acquired  the  plant  at  a  low  price.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
the  Asano  Cement  Company,  which  now  produces  60  per  cent 
of  the  total  output  of  cement  in  Japan,  Asano  being  known 
as  the  Cement  King. 

But  from  the  start,  Asano's  mind  had  been  set  on  foreign 
trade.  When  the  cement  project  was  well  underway,  he 
organized  the  Kyodo  Unyu  Kaisha,  which  he  later  sold  to  the 
Mitsubishi  concern,  who  used  it  in  the  formation  of  the 
N.  Y.  K.  In  1884  he  started  the  Ocean  Transport  Guild.  This 
was  the  nucleus  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  the  second 
largest  Japanese  steamship  line  at  the  present  time,  now 
operating  2oo,ocx>  tons. 

A  shipyard  near  Tokio  was  the  natural  result  of  these 
operations,  and  the  way  was  made  easy  by  the  great  demand 
for  tonnage  created  by  the  World  War.  The  Asano  Ship- 
building Company  was  incorporated  and  the  plant  was 
located  on  the  sea  front  at  Tsurumi,  near  Yokohama.  Asano 
appears  in  a  way  to  have  accomplished  remarkable  results. 
He  took  15  acres  of  swamp  and  in  a  few  months  had  berths 
and  shops  well  underway.  Exactly  twelve  months  after  the 
reclamation  work  had  started  a  ship  of  11,500  tons  dead 
weight  was  launched.  Though  Asano  was  then  nearly 
seventy,  he  arrived  at  the  works  every  morning  at  5.00 
o'clock  and  stayed  until  late  at  night. 

Mr.  Marcosson  says  that  Asano  has  touched  practically 
every  important  industrial  activity.  He  opened  up  the  Iwaki 
coal  district,  shortening  the  haul  to  Tokio  by  almost  one-half. 
He  was  the  first  to  import  petroleum  in  bulk  to  Japan.  He  is 
today,  one  of  the  most  extensive  developers  of  hydro- 
electric power  in  the  empire.  He  has  two  enormous  hydro- 
electric projects  underway,  one  to  supply  power  to  Tokio 
and  the  other  to  Osaka,  and  it  is  in  the  latter  connection  that 
he  has  enlisted  the  co-operation  of  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc. 
Altogether,  Asano  owns  or  controls  47  different  corporations, 
and  is  an  active  factor  in  each. 

The  accompanying  picture  of  Soichiro  Asano  (on  which  his 
signature  is  imprinted)  fully  confirms  the  impression  created 
by  the  preceding  remarks.  It  is  the  likeness  of  a  resourceful, 
determined,  self-reliant  man. 
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We  also  present  the  picture  of  Mr.  Ryozo  Asano,  his  son, 
who  is  associated  with  him  in  his  industrial  enterprises.  Mr. 
Ryozo  Asano  was  educated  in  this  country,  is  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  University,  and  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
American  life  and  institutions. 

Mr.  Marcosson,  who  met  and  conversed  with  Soichiro 
Asano,  relates  that  when  he  spoke  of  the  wretched  streets 
and  roads  in  Tokio,  Asano  immediately  retorted,  **I  have  a 
scheme  for  a  subway  system  in  Tokio,  and  if  you  come  back  in 
five  years  you  will  find  it  in  operation.''  This  is  the  remark  of 
a  man  seventy-four  years  old,  but  one  full  of  vast  projects 
for  the  future. 

The  following  is  also  attributed  to  Asano:  "In  the  sixties 
and  seventies  a  man  is  only  an  inexperienced  boy.  It  is  not 
until  the  eighties  and  nineties  that  he  can  hope  to  attain  real 
maturity  and  the  prime  of  life.''  This  seems  to  have  been  not 
an  unusual  impression  among  the  Japanese,  for  we  recall  a 
great  Japanese  painter  who  remarked  that  at  ninety  he  ex- 
pected to  be  able  to  paint  a  real  picture,  or  words  to  that 
eflFect.  The  Japanese  evidently  do  not  entertain  Dr.  Osier's 
idea  that  a  man  should  be  scrapped  at  forty. 
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The  Lincoln  Highway  and  the  "Ideal 

Section" 
By  James  H.  Hood 

ONE  of  the  unusual  and  interesting  projects  that  Stone  & 
Webster,  Inc.,  have  been  working  on  this  summer  is  the 
"Ideal  Section''  of  the  Lincoln  Highway. 

The  following  notes  on  the  project  are  abstracted  from 
statements  published  by  Mr.  A.  F.  Bement,  Vice-President 
and  Secretary  of  the  Lincoln  Highway  Association. 

The  Lincoln  Highway,  extending  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific,  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  President  Lincoln,  was 
conceived  and  promoted  with  the  idea  of  establishing  across 
the  heart  of  the  United  States  a  great  main-line  arterial  road 
which  would  some  day  be  the  backbone  of  a  nation-wide 
American  Highway  System. 

In  1 913  the  Lincoln  Highway  was  a  red  line  traced  on  the 
map  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  traversing  11 
states  and  96  counties.  Then  no  semblance  of  a  through, 
connecting  road  existed  west  of  Pittsburgh.  It  was  estimated 
that  twenty  years  would  be  required  to  complete  the  con- 
struction of  an  adequate  highway  3,300  miles  long  from  the 
Hudson  River  to  San  Francisco  Bay.  It  will  not  take  that 
long.  While  the  broadening,  straightening  and  beautifying 
of  the  route  will  be  in  process  of  evolution  for  a  long  time,  the 
opening  of  a  satisfactory  road  for  the  traffic  of  the  present, 
from  New  York  to  San  Francisco,  is  an  achievement  which 
can  even  now  be  foreseen  as  an  actual  accomplishment  of  the 
early  future.  It  will  not  be  all  concrete,  of  course.  Many 
years  must  pass  before  the  traffic  across  Wyoming,  Utah  and 
Nevada,  or  even  in  Western  Nebraska,  will  warrant  the  in- 
vestment necessary  to  produce  a  paved  highway,  but  it  will 
be  everything  that  is  necessary  for  the  traffic  that  it  is  called 
upon  to  carry  in  each  state. 

American  highway  history  has  nearly  all  been  written  in 
the  past  ten  years.  Almost  any  one  can  recall  the  situation 
which  existed  as  late  as  191 2  and  1913.  Then  there  was  no 
Federal  Aid  for  state  highway  construction.  Then  there  was, 
in  many  of  our  states,  not  even  a  State  Highway  Depart- 
ment. Then  there  existed  very  generally  what  seems  now  an 
inexplicable  opposition  to  the  expenditure  of  money  for  high- 
way improvement.  Then  it  was  impossible  to  start  out  in  a 
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motor  car  from  practically  any  city  in  the  United  States  for  a 
drive  to  any  other,  near  or  far,  with  any  assurance  of  getting 
there,  or,  for  that  matter,  any  exact  knowledge  of  the  route 
to  be  followed. 

In  those  "ancient"  times  roads  were  considered  largely  a 
local  matter  and  were  handled  almost  entirely  by  the  town- 
ship or  county  authorities.  Then  the  motor  truck  had  hardly 
started  upon  its  phenomenal  development;  highway  freight 
transportation  was  unthought  of;  interurban  hauling 
unknown;  a  systematic  nation-wide  program  of  highway 
construction  a  dream.  What  was  needed  then  was  public  edu- 
cation as  to  the  necessity,  the  economy  and  the  wisdom  of 


The  Lincoln  Highway  Crosses  Twelve  States 

highway  construction.  The  national  consciousness  needed 
awakening  to  the  benefits  of  spending  money  to  build  roads. 

Public  education  was  necessary  as  to  the  need  for  more 
highway  construction  and  its  concentration  on  roads  which 
led/ro;w  some  place  to  some  place.  The  aim  of  this  public 
education  necessarily  was,  first,  the  concentration  instead  of 
dissipation  of  the  funds  being  made  available  under  existing 
laws,  and,  second,  the  procuring  of  better  laws  which  would 
establish  governmental  agencies  for  the  selection  of  those 
roads  upon  which  improvement  could  be  concentrated  with 
the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  the  ultimate 
desideratum  being  the  active  participation  of  the  Federal 
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Government;  roads  being  the  medium  of  interstate  communi- 
cation, the  most  important  main  line  arteries  being  nothing 
less  than  national  utilities. 

For  the  sole  purpose  of  assisting  and  co-operating  with  the 
various  states,  counties  and  the  Federal  Government  in  the 
carrying  out  of  this  vast  undertaking,  the  Lincoln  Highway 
Association,  consisting  of  prominent  automobile  and  tire 
manufacturers  and  others  interested  in  this  work,  was  in- 
corporated in  1913,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  "immediately 
promoting  and  procuring  the  establishment  of  a  continuous, 
connected,  improved  highway  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific,  open  to  lawful  traffic  of  all  descriptions  without  toll 
charges,  and  to  be  of  concrete  wherever  practicable."  Thus 
the  Lincoln  Highway,  as  the  first  nationally  important 
through  route,  was  undertaken  as  an  "object  lesson  road." 

Here  was  a  definite  undertaking.  Here  was  a  start  toward 
an  adequate  American  highway  system.  Linking  New  York 
and  San  Francisco,  the  Lincoln  Highway  was  the  logical 
route  to  form  the  backbone  of  a  nation-wide  transportation 
system.  It  was  the  main  line  and  its  founders  believed  as  it 
progressed  toward  completion  the  wisdom  of  the  effort 
would  be  appreciated  in  every  section  of  the  country  and 
other  organizations  would  come  into  being  to  promote 
continuous  improvement  of  other  through  roads  connecting 
with  the  main  line. 

While  working  to  bring  about  the  Improvement  of  the 
Lincoln  Highway,  the  association  has  had  for  nine  years  the 
financial  backing  of  the  men  who  organized  it,  and  who  have 
been  joined  in  the  work  by  many  others  who  have  appre- 
ciated its  importance.  It  has  never  stopped  its  endeavor  to 
impress  the  need  for  more  road  money,  better  construction, 
more  adequate  maintenance  and  as  a  corollary  to  all  these, 
more  business-like  and  comprehensive  legislation  and  the  aid 
and  supervision  of  the  Federal  Government. 

The  work  of  the  Lincoln  Highway  Association  has  been 
most  successful  for  at  the  present  time,  all  but  60  miles  of  the 
first  1,100  west  of  New  York  City  have  been  paved.  Iowa  and 
Nebraska  are  further  behind,  but  making  every  eflFort  to 
catch  up.  Iowa  last  year  spent  more  money  on  the  im- 
provement of  the  Lincoln  Highway  than  any  other  state  be- 
tween the  two  coasts.  A  paved  road  across  the  state  for  400 
miles  can  be  foreseen.  At  present,  weather  conditions  affect 
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the  road  across  both  states,  but  in  dry  weather  the  well 
drained  and  dragged  dirt  and  gravel  grades  make  the  trip 
from  Omaha  to  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  a  pleasure.  Wyoming 
will  this  year,  complete  her  entire  450  mile  section  of  the 
Lincoln  Highway,  a  boulevard  of  red  granite  gravel  from 
Cheyenne  out  over  the  Continental  Divide  and  across  the 
Great  Plains  where  ten  years  ago  the  chance  traveler  picked 
out  any  pair  of  ruts  on  the  range  that  his  judgment  or  his 
fancy  dictated. 

West  of  Salt  Lake  City,  remains  the  only  obstacle  to 
through  travel  and  this  will  shortly  be  eliminated  through  the 
aid  of  the  Federal  Government  and  a  proper  road  will  be 
constructed  across  the  Great  Salt  Lake  Desert,  largely  with 
funds  from  the  National  Treasury. 

Nevada,  with  the  aid  of  the  Association,  has  every  foot  of 
the  Lincoln  Highway  requiring  immediate  improvement  now 
under  contract,  and  early  completion  of  a  satisfactory  high- 
way across  the  600  miles  of  desert  and  mountains  between 
Salt  Lake  City  and  Reno  is  assured.  The  trail  today  is  rough 
in  places,  but  no  conditions  exist  which  at  any  time  prevent 
through  travel.  From  Reno  to  Carson  City,  near  the  Cali- 
fornia line,  to  San  Francisco  Bay,  perfect  roads  and  wonderful 
scenery  make  a  fitting  final  to  the  transcontinental  trip. 

The  Ideal  Section 

For  several  years  the  Association  had  been  hoping  to  be 
able  some  day  to  assist  some  state  to  build,  for  object-lesson 
purposes,  at  least  a  short  section  of  what  experience  indicates 
the  traffic  of  the  future  will  require — a  section  which  during 
the  next  twenty  years  could  stand  as  a  model  of  the  highest 
degree  of  highway  improvement. 

Through  the  interest  of  J.  N.  Gunn,  President  of  the  United 
States  Tire  Company,  and  C.  B.  Segar,  President  of  the 
United  States  Rubber  Company,  both  men  greatly  interested 
in  future  highway  developments  in  this  country,  the  Associa- 
tion was  provided  with  adequate  funds  to  carry  out  in  a 
tangible  form  for  study  and  observation  the  highest  practical 
ideals  of  the  American  Highway  Engineers  and  Com- 
missioners. 

This  contribution  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Rubber 
Company  was  increased  by  appropriations  of  the  state  of 
Indiana  and  Lake  County,  Indiana,  and  it  was  decided  to 
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build  one  and  one-half  miles  of  the  "Ideal  Section"  on  the 
Lincoln  Highway  about  37  miles  southeast  of  Chicago, 
between  the  towns  of  Dyer  and  Schererville,  Indiana. 

This  location  is  considered  ideal  because  it  is  central  as 
regards  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  convenient  to  Chicago, 
while  yet  being  in  open  country,  and  it  will  be  subjected  to 
very  heavy  traffic. 

The  design  of  the  **Ideal  Section"  was  of  utmost  import- 
ance and  in  order  to  avail  itself  of  ideas  from  every  section  of 
the  country,  the  Association  sent  questionnaries  to  4,600 
highway  engineers,  highway  commissioners,  and  professors 
of  highway  engineering.  Following  this,  15  of  the  foremost 
experts  in  highway  engineering  and  construction  and  re- 
lated problems  in  the  United  States,  acting  as  the  Technical 
Committee  of  the  Lincoln  Highway  Association,  developed 
the  general  plan  and  this  plan  was  carried  out  to  detailed 
completion  through  the  collaboration  of  the  Engineering 
Department  of  the  Indiana  State  Highway  Commission,  C. 
Gray,  State  Highway  Engineer,  Lockwood,  Greene  &  Com- 
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pany.  Engineers,  and  W.  G.  Thompson,  the  Association's 
Consulting  Highway  Engineer. 

The  section  as  finally  agreed  upon  consists  of  a  reinforced 
concrete  pavement,  40  feet  wide,  10  inches  thick,  with  80 
pounds  of  reinforcing  per  100  square  feet,  laid  in  the  center 
of  a  ICO  foot  right-of-way,  the  outer  25  feet  of  which,  on  each 
side,  will  be  landscaped  and  beautified  under  the  direction  of 
Jens  Jensen,  the  well-known  Chicago  landscape  architect. 
There  will  be  no  of)en  ditches,  drainage  being  provided  by 
submerged  drain  tile.  A  sidewalk  is  included  for  the  safety  of 
pedestrians  and  the  paved  way  will  be  illuminated  by  the 
most  modern  and  economical  system  devised  by  the  illumi- 
nating engineers  of  the  General  Electric  Company.  Illumina- 
tion is  provided  so  that  motorists  may  drive  with  side  lights 
or  dimmers  instead  of  headlights,  thus  eliminating  the 
danger  of  accident  from  glare.  A  30-foot  highway  bridge  is 
included  in  the  project.  There  will  be  no  curves  of  less  than 
1,000  feet  radius  and  where  curves  are  required,  they  will  be 
**super-elevated''  to  allow  for  a  speed  of  35  miles  per  hour. 
The  40-foot  width  of  concrete  pavement  allows  four  lanes  of 
travel. 

All  crossings  at  grade  are  to  be  eliminated.  All  advertising 
signs  are  to  be  prohibited  along  the  right-of-way,  and  all 
signs  of  direction  or  distance,  except  those  placed  or  author- 
ized by  proper  state  authority,  are  to  be  prohibited. 

In  designing  the  "Ideal  Section"  the  Technical  Committee 
had  in  mind  an  ultimate  traffic  volume  of  20,000  vehicles  per 
twenty-four  hour  day  and  assumed  that  5,oooof  these  vehicles 
would  be  motor  trucks  carrying  freight. 

The  entire  project  has  been  carried  out  under  the  general 
direction  of  A.  F.  Bement,  Vice-President  and  Secretary  of 
the  Lincoln  Highway  Association. 

The  construction  work  is  being  done  under  the  super- 
vision of  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.,  who  are  acting  as  agents  for 
the  Lincoln  Highway  Association,  with  Ole  Davidson  as 
superintendent  in  the  field.  The  grading  and  concrete  work 
was  let  to  J.  C.  O'Connor  &  Sons  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  last 
July  and  the  pavement  is  now  practically  completed.  Many 
details,  including  the  lighting  installation,  beautification  of 
the  right-of-way,  etc.,  will  remain  for  accomplishment  in  the 
spring. 

While  it  is  not  expected  that  many  states  can  undertake, 
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in  the  near  future,  improvements  embodying  all  of  the 
principal  elements  of  the  **Ideal  Section'*  design,  it  is  felt  by 
the  Lincoln  Highway  Association  that  the  design  will  be 
suggestive  and  will  tend  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
American  public  the  vital  necessity  of  adequacy  in  present- 
day  specifications,  if  the  hundreds  of  millions  which  are  now 
going  into  highway  construction  are  to  properly  serve  the 
America  of  today  and  tomorrow. 
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Steam  Shovel  in  Turbine  Hall  Excavation 

Photo  No,  I 


One  of  Mr.  Mac's  Skid  Derricks 
Photo  No.  2 
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Construction  Methods  Used  on  Foundations  for  Delaware 

Water  Side  Power  Station  of  The  Pliiladelpliia 

Electric  Company 

IN  the  May,  1921,  issue  of  the  Stone  &  Webster  Journal 
there  appeared  an  article  describing  the  methods  used  in 
constructing  the  Delaware  Power  Station  of  The  Philadelphia 
Electric  Company.  Since  this  plant  was  put  in  operation  on 
October  30,  1920,  the  load  of  the  system  has  increased  so 
rapidly  tha^  a  third  30,000  kilowatt  turbine  has  been  in- 
stalled, thus  completing  the  initial  step  with  a  total  installed 
capacity  of  90,000  kilowatts. 

It  became  evident  to  officials  of  the  Electric  Company 
early  this  year  that  still  greater  capacity  will  be  required 
within  a  comparatively  short  time,  and  the  Stone  &  Webster 
organization  was  recalled  to  build  the  foundations  for  the 
second  half  of  this  great  project  in  power  development.  The 
purpose  of  this  article  is  to  briefly  describe  some  of  the 
methods  used  in  the  construction  of  foundations  for  the  addi- 
tion to  the  plant  and  to  show  wherein  they  differ  from  the 
methods  used  on  the  original  job. 

Conditions  governing  the  selection  of  equipment  and 
methods  of  carrying  out  the  work  are  essentially  different, 
inasmuch  as  the  entire  property  was  available  on  the  original 
job  for  storage  of  materials  and  for  temporary  installations 
such  as  a  big  job  of  this  kind  requires.  On  the  present  work 
nearly  all  of  the  remaining  property  is  utilized  for  the  per- 
manent buildings,  thus  limiting  material  storage  and  requir- 
ing the  use  of  different  methods  in  the  actual  execution  of 
the  work. 

The  personnel  selected  for  building  the  foundations  differs 
somewhat  from  the  organization  that  successfully  completed 
the  original  job,  but  we  find  so  many  familiar  faces  that  it  is 
hard  to  realize  there  has  been  any  interruption  to  our  work 
or  to  feel  that  we  have  not  become  a  permanent  part  of  the 
Electric  Company's  organization. 

Mr.  J.  A.  McCampbell  (or  "Mr.  Mac"  as  he  is  familiarly 
known  to  everyone)  is  there  as  general  superintendent.  Con- 
ditions change  quite  rapidly  in  the  construction  business 
and,  therefore,  we  find  some  faces  missing  from  the  ranks 
of  the  previous  organization. 

J.  S.  Adey,  who  was  superintendent  on  the  previous  work, 
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is  now  superintending  the  erection  of  apartment  houses  at 
Jackson  Heights,  Long  Island,  and  the  work  of  actively 
directing  the  field  force  is  in  the  hands  of  E.  F.  Blakeslee 
as  superintendent,  who  came  from  the  American  Sugar  job 
in  Baltimore. 

F.  E.  Learned,  who  had  charge  of  the  waterfront  work 
and  coal  unloading  tower,  is  now  with  the  appraisal  division 
of  the  Boston  office. 

C.  F.  Green,  who  had  charge  of  the  engineering  work,  is 
now  superintending  the  construction  of  a  power  station  for 
the  city  of  Ashtabula,  Ohio.  The  engineering  work  at 
Delaware  station  is  being  taken  care  of  by  Mr.  T.  T.  Walsh, 
who  came  from  the  Baltimore  job,  and  the  rigging  by  Miles 
Spinney,  also  from  the  same  job. 

Among  the  familiar  faces  we  find  H.  F.  Hendricksen, 
purchasing  agent;  Eliot  Felt,  accountant;  Nate  Sherman, 
general  labor  foreman;  R.  A.  Rockefeller,  master  mechanic, 
and  D.  L.  Bonner,  in  charge  of  material. 

W.  L.  Barrett,  who  was  in  charge  of  mechanical  work  on 
the  previous  job,  has  been  superintending  the  installation 
of  oil  burning  equipment  at  Jacksonville. 

Many  others  who  helped  to  carry  the  former  job  through 
successfully  are  still  members  of  the  present  organization. 

Mr.  Alex.  Wilson,  3rd,  who  represented  The  Philadelphia 
Electric  Company  on  the  previous  work,  is  also  officiating 
in  the  same  capacity  on  the  present  job. 

The  foundations  for  the  original  boiler  house  were  circular 
caissons  of  steel  sheet  piling,  driven  to  rock  and  excavated 
by  means  of  a  jet  that  was  described  in  the  Stone  &  Webster 
Journal  for  May,  1921.  The  assembling  of  steel  piling  was 
done  with  two  5  ton  cableways  spanning  the  area  covered 
by  the  boiler  house.  Driving  steel  piling  was  accomplished 
by  a  steam  hammer  attached  to  a  revolving  mast,  the  ham- 
mer following  down  the  mast  as  the  piling  was  driven. 

In  the  design  of  foundations  for  the  extension  of  the 
station  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  engineers  of  the  Electric 
Company  and  John  T.  Windrim,  the  architect,  that  soil 
conditions  in  all  excavations  should  be  inspected  before  the 
foundations  were  put  in  place.  This  required  that  methods 
diflfer  from  the  previous  work,  where  all  concrete  for  boiler 
house  caissons  was  deposited  in  water.  Of  the  28  piers 
required  for  the  boiler  house  foundations,  seven  were  carried 
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down  in  open  pits,  using  four  inch  tongue  and  groove  wood 
sheeting.  On  1 1  of  the  piers  steel  sheet  piling  is  being  used 
in  the  form  of  rectangular  cofFerdams  and  the  balance  of 
the  piers  are  in  the  form  of  circular  caissons  similar  in  all 
respects  to  the  original  plan,  except  that  they  are  pumped 
out  and  the  concrete  deposited  in  the  dry. 

Sub-soil  conditions  were  not  essentially  different  from  the 
first  job  and  the  presence  of  timber  cribs,  logs  and  debris 
of  all  kinds  made  the  driving  and  excavation  of  caissons 
exceedingly  difficult.  In  some  of  the  excavations  matted 
timbers  aggregating  20  feet  in  thickness  were  encountered. 

In  place  of  the  cableways  used  on  the  original  job  for 
assembling  the  steel  sheeting  there  is  now  being  used  a 
derrick  built  on  the  job  from  ideas  originated  by  Mr. 
McCampbell  and  which  has  become  known  as  a  "Skid*' 
derrick.  This  derrick  has  the  general  appearance  of  a  pile 
driver  minus  the  leads  and  is  equipped  with  an  80  foot  boom. 
It  is  readily  moved  under  its  own  power  from  one  part  of 
the  job  to  another  and  it  has  the  advantage  of  mobility  and 
good  lifting  capacity,  as  well  as  the  important  consideration 
of  being  comparatively  inexpensive. 

Assembling  of  steel  sheeting  for  cofferdams  and  caissons 
is  done  with  the  skid  derrick,  and  it  also  does  the  driving 
by  means  of  a  steam  hammer  suspended  in  swinging  leads. 
Five  of  these  derricks  are  now  in  use  on  the  job  and  are 
proving  a  very  efficient  piece  of  equipment  for  work  of  this 
character.  A  view  of  No.  3  derrick  (Photo.  No.  2)  accompanies 
these  remarks. 

On  the  previous  work  excavation  for  the  turbine  hall  was 
done  largely  by  means  of  a  water  jet,  whereas  this  operation 
on  the  present  work  is  being  done  by  steam  shovel.  No 
special  features  are  used  in  the  handling  of  about  20,000 
yards  of  material  which  is  required  to  be  removed  from  this 
excavation.  A  view  of  the  steam  shovel  operating  in  the 
turbine  hall  is  presented  herewith. 

The  concrete  plant  as  shown  by  the  illustration  presents 
some  interesting  features  and  is  a  result  of  much  careful 
study  to  secure  the  most  efficient  and  economical  arrange- 
ment. Concrete  materials  are  received  by  barge  and  unloaded 
by  a  stiff-legged  derrick  direct  to  a  loading  hopper  or  to  a 
stock  pile  on  the  dock. 

The  material  is  transferred  by  means  of  a  belt  conveyor 
to  elevated  stone  and  sand  bins  and  dropped  by  gravity 
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to  measuring  hoppers  located  directly  over  a  one  yard 
Ransome  mixer.  An  interesting  feature  of  this  plant  is  that 
all  gates  are  operated  by  power  so  that  one  man  performs 
the  functions  that  ordinarily  require  from  two  to  four  men. 

Photo.  No.  3  shows  a  general  view  of  the  concrete  plant, 
and  Photo.  No.  4  a  view  of  power  operated  control. 

Photo.  No.  I  shows  steam  shovel  in  a  turbine  hall  excava- 
tion, and  Photo.  No.  6  the  ash  bunker  nearing  completion. 

One  of  the  most  efficient  pieces  of  equipment  in  use  on  the 
job  is  a  gasoline  driven  crane  mounted  on  crawler  treads. 
It  easily  moves  about  from  one  part  of  the  job  to  another 
in  a  few  minutes  and  will  perform  any  of  the  manifold  func- 
tions of  a  derrick  or  a  steam  operated  locomotive  crane.  A 
view  of  this  crane  is  also  shown.   (Photo.  No.  5.) 

A  Power  Line  in  the  Florida  Phosphate  Fields 

The  15  mile,  33,000  volt  transmission  line  with  step-up 
plant  at  Pierce  and  step-down  plant  at  Standard,  now  being 
constructed  by  Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.,  will  enable  the  South- 
ern Phosphate  Corporation  to  obtain  sufficient  power  for 
their  present  and  future  needs.  The  work  is  under  the  super- 
vision of  J.  H.  Hood  with  F.  G.  Dana  as  superintendent. 

The  Southern  Phosphate  Corporation  owns  and  controls 
approximately  10,000  acres  of  land  in  this  vicinity,  which  is 
estimated  to  contain  approximately  25,000,000  tons  of 
phosphate  rock.  The  corporation  now  produces  approxi- 
mately 450,000  tons  of  phosphate  per  year  and  hopes  to 
increase  this  quantity  materially.  It  does  the  bulk  of  the 
phosphate  exportation,  its  principal  comf)etitor  in  the 
European  field  being  located  in  French  Algiers. 

Five  Western  Union  Jobs 

The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  has  just  engaged 
Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.,  to  build  a  car  repair  shop  in  Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn.  The  repair  shop  will  be  used  to  remodel 
Pullman  cars  into  sleeping  and  dining  cars  for  work  train 
units. 

This  is  the  fifth  job  we  now  have  under  construction  for 
this  company.  The  other  four  are  service  buildings  at  Phila- 
delphia, Albany  and  Harrisburg  and  a  cable  station  at 
Punta  Rassa,  Fla.,  which  is  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  south  of 
Tampa.  All  of  the  Western  Union  Work  is  under  the  super- 
vision of  A.  L.  Hartridge. 
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The  managers  of  the  companies  operated  by  Stone  &  Webstery  InCy 
write  to  the  Management  Division  of  Stone  &  Webster  about  the  first  of 
each  month  with  reference  to  conditions  in  their  respective  localities 
during  the  preceding  month.  A  digest  of  these  letters  is  published  each 
month  in  the  Stone  &f  Webster  Journal. 

General  Notes 

Mr.  E.  S.  Webster  spent  a  successful  week  at  the  Tisbury  Pond  Club  shooting 
ducks,  in  November. 

Captain  James  Francis  McLaughlin,  Secretary  BULLkoney  CLUB,  won 
the  golf  championship  of  El  Paso,  Tex.,  during  the  week  of  November  19. 

Messrs.  Karl  Burroughs  and  Hans  Vittinohoff,  of  the  Boston  Office,  and 
Mr.  Tom  P.  Walker,  manager  of  the  Haverhill  Gas  Light  Company,  have  returned 
from  a  hunting  trip  to  the  Second  Connecticut  Lakes  in  New  Hampshire.  Mr. 
Vittinghoff  brought  down  a  fine  buck  with  eight  point  antlers. 

The  Stone  &  Webster  Bowling  League  has  shown  renewed  activity  during  the 
first  part  of  the  1922-23  season.  It  is  composed  of  eight  teams,  which,  with  their 
captains,  are  as  follows:  Construction,  Capt.  W.  A.  Becket;  Corporation,  Capt. 
D.  C.  Jewett;  Drafting,  Capt.  G.  W.  Berry;  Engineering,  Capt.  H.  P.  Fessen- 
den;  Purchasing,  Capt.  E.  Bennett;  Statistics,  Capt.  Worthington  Cornell; 
Stone  &  Webster,  Capt.  James  B.  Mahonev  and  Treasurers,  Capt.  H.  W.  Hearty. 
Candle  pin  matches  of  three  strings  are  rolled  every  Thursday,  and  the  standing 
of  the  teams,  as  of  November  25,  is  as  follows:  Drafting,  20  points;  Treasurers,  17 
points;  Purchasing,  15  points;  Corporation,  13  points;  Construction,  11  points; 
Statistics,  8  points;  Stone  &  Webster,  6  points;  Engineering,  5  points.  In  pin  fall 
to  the  above  date,  Berry,  of  the  Drafting,  is  high,  with  1,390,  followed  by  Orr, 
Corporation,  with  1,387,  and  Fessenden,  of  Engineering,  with  1,382.  Fessenden 
leads  in  high  total  for  single  match  with  303,  followed  by  Alden,  with  294,  and 
Scully,  with  293.  The  single  string  record  is  held  by  Becket,  with  120,  with  Fessen- 
den a  close  second,  with  118. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Burke  has  returned  from  Miami,  Fla.,  where  he  made  a  study  of  the 
local  transportation  situation  for  that  city.  He  was  assisted  in  this  by  Mr.  J.  G. 
HoLTZCLAW,  of  the  Pensacola  Electric  Company. 

Mr.  L.  C.  Bradley,  district  manager  of  the  Texas  companies,  spent  a  week  here 
during  November.  While  here  he  attended  the  annual  Andover-Exeter  football 
game  in  which  his  son,  Walter  P.  Bradley,  took  part  as  right  end  on  the  Andover 
team. 

Mr.  R.  E.  L.  Knight,  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  visited  the  Boston  office  during  November. 

Mr.  F.  Cloen,  general  superintendent  of  the  Paducah  Electric  Company,  was 
in  this  office  last  month. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Trombla,  formerly  with  the  Paducah  Electric  Company,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Personnel  Department  to  engage  in  publicity  work. 

Mr.  Alan  W.  Hastings  has  been  transferred  from  the  Statistics  Department 
to  Houghton,  Mich.,  where  he  will  become  secretary  to  Mr.  S.  B.  Tuell. 

Mr.  Davidge  H.  Rowland  has  left  the  Statistics  Department  to  engage  in 
commercial  work  in  Boston. 

Mr.  John  S.  Ferguson,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  has  joined  the 
forces  of  the  Statistics  Department. 
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Mr.  Harold  R.  Miller  has  been  transferred  from  the  Keokuk  Electric  G>mpany 
to  the  assistant  engineering  manager's  office  in  Boston. 

Mr.  William  H.  Ford  has  been  transferred  from  the  Drafting  Department  to 
the  Electrical  Division  of  the  Engineering  Department. 

Mr.  a.  V.  Swift,  of  the  Drafting  Department,  later  with  the  Decatur  G>mice 
and  Roofing  G)mpany,  has  joined  the  Structural  Division  of  the  Engineering 
Department. 

Messrs.  R.  J.  Gordon,  C.  J.  Harvin,  H.  J.  Klotz  and  B.  M.  Luther  arc  con- 
ducting a  boiler  and  turbine  test  for  the  Columbus  Electric  and  Power  G>mpany. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hayes  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Wisner  have  recently  been  at  G)lumbus,  Ga., 
making  a  study  of  the  power  conditions  there. 

Mr.  a.  a.  Northrop  has  recently  presented  the  picture  of  and  talk  on  the 
Caribou  development  before  the  following  bodies:  November  14,  Elngineering 
Society  of  Buffalo;  November  16,  New  York  University  and  also  the  Brooklyn 
Elngineers  Club;  November  20,  Officials  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  of  New 
York  City;  November  22,  Franklin  Union,  Boston.  On  November  24,  he  lectured 
on  and  showed  a  moving  picture  of  the  Catskill  water  supply  including  the  Shan- 
doken  tunnel  which  is  being  built  by  the  Ulen  Contracting  Corporation  with  which 
Stone  and  Webster,  Inc.,  is  associated,  before  the  student  branch  of  the  American 
Society  of  Civil  Engineers  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death,  on  November  4,  of  Mrs.  L.  H.  Tabor,  who  has 
for  many  years  been  in  the  employ  of  Stone  &  Webster,  most  recently  in  the  Con- 
struction Department.  Mrs.  Tabor  was  struck  and  killed  by  an  express  train 
while  boarding  a  standing  train  at  the  East  Weymouth  surion. 

Baton  Rouoe,  La.,  November  20 

The  Standard  Oil  Company  is  running  at  capacity,  and  construction  work  is  still 
under  way  to  increase  the  facilities  of  the  plant  and  to  increase  the  capacity  of  the 
pipe  lines  to  the  plant.  The  number  of  employees  for  October  was  3,785  as  against 
3,128  in  October  1921,  representing  an  increase  of  about  750  employees  over  the 
previous  year.  Other  industries  appear  to  be  operating  at  a  normal  rate. 

Wholesalers  and  retailers  in  all  lines  report  excellent  business  for  this  time  of 
year,  and  are  looking  forward  to  a  normal  winter  business. 

Railway  receipts  for  the  month  of  November  to  date  are  well  over  the  esdmate 
and  are  about  five  per  cent  ahead  of  the  previous  year.  Present  indications  are  that 
for  November  they  will  again  be  in  excess  of  last  year.  The  power  station  output  is 
running  over  the  estimate,  and  the  gas  send-out  is  about  even. 

The  real  estate  market  continues  to  be  very  quiet. 

Plans  for  the  construction  of  a  large  number  of  buildings  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Greater  Agricultural  College  are  nearing  completion,  and  prospects  for  a  great 
amount  of  building  on  the  new  university  by  spring  seem  very  bright.  Contracts  have 
already  been  awarded  for  the  construction  of  a  beef  cattle  barn,  warehouse,  and 
cottage.  The  building  committee  has  also  approved  plans  for  the  construcdon  of  a 
group  of  shops  for  the  mechanical  engineering  department. 

Labor  continues  plentiful  and  reasonable  in  price,  and  there  is  no  great  amount  of 
unemployment. 

T.  L.  Small,  manager,  and  family  returned  to  Baton  Rouge  on  October  26  after 
having  spent  their  vacation  in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  Before  returning,  Mr. 
Small  attended  the  managers*  convention  of  all  companies  under  Stone  &  Webster 
management  held  in  Boston  on  October  9, 10,  and  11.  Shortly  after  his  return,  Mr. 
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Small  was  uken  very  aeriously  ill  and  is  still  confined  to  his  bed.  There  has  been  a 
slight  improvement  in  his  condition,  but  it  will  probably  be  several  weeks  before  he 
will  again  be  able  to  assume  his  duties  at  the  office.  On  account  of  his  illness,  Ma. 
Small  has  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He 
was  elected  to  this  office  on  October  i6. 

M.  R.  Dupuis,  has  resigned  his  position  as  billing  clerk  and  is  succeeded  by 
Miss  Olive  Varnado. 

J.  £.  McLean,  master  mechanic,  and  Mas.  McLean  announce  the  birth  of  a  son, 
J.  E.  McLean,  Ja.,  on  Sunday,  November  5. 

GoTHARD  Sarol,  Superintendent,  and  J.  J.  Meaohbr,  accountant,  left  Baton 
Rouge  the  latter  part  of  November  after  having  completed  their  work  here  in 
connection  with  the  installation  of  the  new  1,500  kilowatt  unit  at  the  power 
sudon.  Mr.  Sarol  went  to  Tampa  to  start  work  on  a  construction  job  for  the 
Tampa  Electric  Company,  and  Mr.  Meaoher  left  for  Boston. . 

The  construction  job  at  the  power  stadon  has  been  completed  by  the  Division  of 
Construcdon  and  Engineering.  This  work  included  the  installadon  of  a  1,500  kilo- 
watt unit,  an  extension  to  the  spray  pond  and  the  construcdon  of  a  1,000  barrel 
underground  oil  storage  tank.  The  new  unit  was  placed  in  service  on  October  25, 
and  on  several  days  since  then  has  carried  the  entire  lighting  and  power  load  at  the 
power  station. 

Beaumont,  Tex.,  November  20 

Local  industries,  particularly  the  refineries,  are  working  to  full  capacity.  The 
Gulf  Refining  Company  is  making  good  progress  on  their  construcdon  program. 
According  to  recent  statisdcs,  Port  Arthur  ranks  second  in  import  tonnage  on  the 
Gulf,  New  Orleans  ranking  first  and  Galveston  third.  Petroleum  and  its  products 
amount  to  82  per  cent  of  the  Gulf  cargoes. 

Wholesale  and  retail  business  condidons  are  pracdcally  the  same  as  reported  last 
month.  The  retail  merchants  report  little,  if  any,  improvement. 

From  the  company's  standpoint,  business  is  very  encouraging  in  both  Beaumont 
and  Port  Arthur,  as  streets  are  being  opened  and  a  large  number  of  new  houses  are 
under  construction.  The  South  Texas  State  Fair  stimulated  railway  earnings  to 
some  extent,  showing  approximately  a  25  per  cent  increase  the  first  15  days  of  the 
month  over  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  Our  steady  growth  in  customers 
connected  has  been,  and  will  condnue  to  be  for  some  dme,  a  cause  for  improvement 
in  our  light  and  power  revenues. 

There  have  been  no  pardcularly  large  real  estate  transacdons  this  month, 
although  a  large  number  of  lots  for  residences  are  being  sold  and  houses  built  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 

Employment  conditions  are  apparendy  good,  and  while  there  seems  to  be  no 
shortage  of  labor,  everyone  is  able  to  secure  work,  it  seems,  if  they  desire  it. 

Weather  condidons  have  been  sadsfactory  for  this  time  of  the  year,  and  have 
enabled  farmers  to  harvest  crops  without  loss. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Beaumont  accounting  department,  returned  homeon  the 
twenty-eighth  of  October,  after  spending  four  weeks  on  work  with  Mr.  WHnrAKER 
on  an  audit  of  the  Houston  Electric  Company. 

Mr.  a.  F.  Townsend,  manager,  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Execudve 
Committee  for  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  drive  for  memberships.  Mr.  Townsend 
and  his  conmiittees  made  an  intensive  but  quiet  drive  on  November  14, 15,  and  i6» 
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and  reported  unusual  success  as  better  than  80  per  cent  of  the  prospects  interviewed 
have  joined  to  date. 

Mr.  W.  a.  Robertson,  superintendent  of  railways,  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Pressler, 
master  mechanic,  attended  the  Texas  Master  Mechanic's  Club  meeting  held  in 
Houston  on  October  16  and  17. 

Eight  members  of  the  organization  went  over  to  Louisiana  on  a  duck  hunt  on 
November  17, 18,  and  19.  Mr.  R.  B.Lancaster,  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Galveston 
Electric  G>mpany  came  over  for  the  party.  Those  on  the  hunt  were  Messrs. 
Miller,  ass'istant  treasurer,  DeBouy,  Swift,  Euoley,  Smith  and  Hatley  of  the 
accounting  department,  and  Sprben  of  the  light  and  power  department.  Pete 
Miller  got  stuck  in  a  bog  and  had  to  call  on  the  light  and  power  department  to  be 
pulled  out,  and  an  alligator  scared  Euoley,  who  changed  scenes  without  assistance. 
Hatley  killed  a  pelican  for  a  goose;  and  Smith  created  havoc  among  the  pulldoos 
until  he  was  informed  that  they  were  not  ducks.  In  spite  of  it  all,  they  got  plenty  of 
ducks  and  had  a  successful  hunt. 

Belunoham,  Wash.,  November  22 

Although  the  lumber  mills  are  still  operating  two  shifts  they  are  feeling  the  pinch 
of  the  car  shortage  and  will  probably  have  to  dose  down  unless  there  is  some  relief 
in  the  inunediate  future.  Already  most  of  the  shingle  mills  have  closed  due  to  the 
car  shortage  but  the  lumber  mills  have  been  able  to  keep  going  on  account  of  cargo 
shipments. 

It  has  been  definitely  decided  by  the  C.  P.  R.  R.  R.  to  operate  a  ferry  between 
Bellingham  and  Victoria,  B.  C,  and  this  ferry,  which  will  accomodate  50  automo- 
biles and  250  passengers,  will  probably  be  in  operation  on  April  i. 

The  merchants  are  reporting  an  excellent  reuil  business  and  are  looking  forward 
to  a  good  Christmas  trade. 

The  cement  plants  are  still  operating  to  capacity. 

Whatcom  County  Co-operative  Dairymen's  Association  has  been  particularly 
successful  during  the  past  year,  shipping  many  carloads  of  chickens  and  eggs,  the 
latter  bringing  the  grower  55  cents  per  dozen. 

Street  railway  earnings  are  showing  a  decrease  due  largely  to  the  interruptions  on 
the  Main  Line  on  account  of  rebuilding  the  Holly  Street  Viaduct  and  paving  on 
South  Elk  Street.  Interurban  earnings  are  showing  a  steady  improvement  on 
account  of  the  through  Seattle  service  but  the  freight  earnings  are  being  very 
seriously  affected  by  the  car  shortage. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  what  effect  the  lowered  rates  in  Whatcom  and  Skagit 
County  will  have  upon  the  earnings  but  we  do  not  anticipate  any  great  decrease. 
The  lower  secondary  rate  should  result  in  the  more  liberal  use  of  current. 

The  building  situadon  is  about  the  same  as  it  has  been  for  the  past  year,  all 
nechanics  being  employed  and  many  new  buildings  and  homes  being  erected.  Sales 
of  real  estate  also  are  showing  some  improvement  with  fairly  good  prices  for 
unimproved  property. 

There  is  very  little  unemployment  and  employment  agencies  report  that  they  are 
unable  to  fill  their  requirements  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Sewall,  manager,  returned  from  the  managers'  convention  on 
October  26,  reporting  a  most  enjoyable  and  educational  meeting. 

On  the  night  of  November  17,  a  delegation  of  40  Bellingham  division  employees, 
headed  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Sewall,  manager,  and  John  Hickok,  railway  superintendent, 
went  to  Everett  by  special  car  and  busses  to  attend  the  employees  dance  and 
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"mixer"  held  there.  The  affair  was  a  huge  success  as  an  entertainment  as  well  as  the 
amount  of  favorably  publicity  gained. 

Mr.  H.  J.  GiLLB,  sales  manager  of  the  district  office,  spent  November  17  in 
Bellingham  investigating  the  new  lighting  rates  that  were  recently  put  into  effect  in 
Whatcom  and  Skagit  Counties. 

H.  P.  Geisler,  superintendent  of  gas  manufacture,  left  Bellingham  on  November 
17  to  visit  several  gas  plants  in  the  state. 

Mr.  John  H.  Bissell,  auditor  from  the  Boston  office,  spent  November  6, 7,  and 
8  in  Bellingham. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Bennett,  chief  accountant  from  the  controller's  office,  accompanied 
by  Mrs.  Bennett,  spent  October  30  and  31  in  Bellingham.  They  stayed  with  C.  H. 
George,  assistant  superintendent  of  light  and  power,  and  attended  the  Hallowe'en 
Festival  given  at  the  Elk's  Club. 

Mr.  John  H.  Bissel,  auditor  from  Boston,  accompanied  by  H.  B.  Sewall, 
manager,  John  Hickok.,  railway  superintendent,  R.  W.  Lindley,  assistant  sales 
manager,  and  C.  E.  Stroop,  assistant  treasurer,  drove  to  Vancouver,  B.  C,  on 
November  5. 

Friends  of  H.  P.  Geisler,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Geisler  will  be  grieved  to  hear  of  the  death 
of  their  youngest  son,  Jack  Francis,  on  October  13. 

Geo.  Newell,  manager,  H.  W.  Grant,  railway  superintendent,  P.  T.  Lee, 
superintendent  of  bus  transportation  of  the  Southern  Division,  H.  B.  Sewall^ 
manager,  John  Hickok,  railway  superintendent,  C.  W.  Henderson,  traffic  agent 
of  the  Northern  Division,  and  W.  H.  Somers,  traffic  manager  of  the  Seattle  office,, 
met  in  Bellingham  on  November  i,  to  discuss  tariffs  for  the  entire  line  and  the 
inauguradon  of  a  freight>express  service  from  Mt.  Vernon  to  Everett  over  the  stage 
line. 

H.  B.  Sewall,  manager,  motored  to  Seattle  with  Mr.  Bissel  on  November  9, 
returning  the  following  day. 

The  interurban  car  which  was  leased  from  the  Tacoma  Railway  and  Power 
Company  arrived  in  Bellingham  on  November  9  and  was  given  a  trial  run  over  the 
interurban  lines  the  next  day.  The  car  had  been  completely  overhauled  and  rebuilt 
for  this  service.  It  is  50  feet  long,  divided  into  passenger,  smoking  and  baggage 
compartments  and  is  capable  of  seating  50  passengers.  Power  is  furnished  by  four 
100  horsepower  motors  and  it  will  run  at  a  speed  of  65  miles  per  hour. 

Mr.  Jack  Ruppe,  chief  storekeeper  of  the  Puget  Sound  Division,  called  in 
Bellingham  on  November  8  and  9. 

C.  R.  Norman,  engineering  department  clerk,  has  left  the  employ  of  the  com- 
pany to  assist  his  father  in  a  mercantile  venture. 

Otto  Carl,  price  clerk,  has  left  the  company  and  returned  to  the  mills. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Nicholai  is  the  new  price  clerk  and  Mr.  Harry  Bwyther  was 
recommended  by  the  U.  S.  War  Veterans  Bureau  for  the  engineering  department 
clerkship. 

Brockton,  Mass.,  November  21 

Shoe  manufacturers  report  a  satisfactory  volume  of  orders,  although  they  are  not 
running  to  full  capacity,  except  in  a  few  cases  where  cheap  shoes  are  made.  Other 
industries  also  show  satisfactory  conctitions.  Business  in  the  retail  trade  shows  a 
slight  falling  off. 

Business  with  the  company  is  particularly  good  considering  the  fact  that  the  shoe 
business  is  not  running  to  full  capacity.  A  recent  peak  of  13,000  kilowatts  was 
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reached,  and  an  output  of  177,300  at  a  rate  of  1.68  pounds  of  coal  per  kilowatt  hour. 
This  is  the  largest  single  day's  output  in  the  history  of  the  company.  Considerable 
new  business  is  being  taken  on  daily,  317  additional  customers  having  been  taken  on 
during  the  last  30  days. 

Municipal  statistics  show  that  this  year  will  be  a  record  breaker  in  the  number  of 
building  permits  issued  and  value  of  new  buildings.  With  one  more  month  to  be 
heard  from,  this  year's  record  shows  1,370  permits  issued  for  building  operations  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  about  ^2,ooo,ooa  Another  firm  of  real  estate  dealers  has 
recently  purchased  a  valuable  plot  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  dty  for  develop- 
ment, and  has  already  applied  for  permits  to  build  eleven  houses  at  a  total  cost  of 
|6o,ooo. 

The  work  of  extending  City  Hall  Avenue  has  been  completed,  and  satisfactory 
progress  is  being  made  on  the  extension  of  Centre  Street.  The  Green  Street  exten- 
sion should  be  completed  within  the  next  month. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  announce  the  death  of  Arthur  L.  Taylor,  one  of 
our  night  inspectors,  who  met  with  a  fatal  accident  on  the  night  of  November  4.  In 
the  regular  course  of  his  duties,  Mr.  Taylor  had  climbed  a  pole  to  renew  a  burned- 
out  street  lamp,  and  while  standing  on  a  telephone  messenger  wire  his  left  hand 
came  in  contact  with  one  of  the  2,200  volt  primaries,  causing  a  shock  with  resultant 
fall  of  about  20  feet  to  the  ground.  His  head  struck  the  curb  stone,  causing  a 
fractured  skull.  Death  was  reported  as  instantaneous.  Mr.  Taylor  was  thirty- 
seven  years  old,  and  leaves  a  wife  and  two  children.  He  was  a  good  workman,  very 
well  liked  by  his  associates,  and  will  be  greatly  missed. 

Miss  Mildred  Delano  resigned  her  position  as  head  of  the  billing  department  on 
November  1 1  to  prepare  for  her  coming  marriage  to  Mr.  Harold  Paul  of  Stoughton. 
She  was  given  a  shower  by  the  office  force  and  presented  with  table  linen  and  a  coffee 
urn  and  tray.  Mrs.  Jessie  Hapoood  of  the  billing  department  will  be  promoted  to 
Miss  Delano's  position,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Perron  has  been  transferred  from  the 
meter  department  to  fill  the  position  left  vacant. 

Mr.  Rudolph  Landers,  ledger  clerk,  resigned  his  position  on  November  11,  as 
his  family  has  moved  out  of  town,  and  he  wished  to  remain  with  them.  He  was 
presented  with  a  traveling  bag  from  his  office  associates,  with  whom  he  was  very 
popular.  Mr.  Roy  Jennings  has  been  transferred  from  the  collection  department  to 
fill  Mr.  Lander's  position,  and  Mr.  Kenneth  Delano  has  been  employed  as 
collector. 

Mrs.  Ruby  Nightingale,  telephone  operator,  was  married  in  Lowell  on  Novem- 
ber 17  to  Mr.  Irving  S.  Fisher  of  Brockton. 

We  had  as  visitors  during  the  month,  Messrs.  Hunter,  Eustis  and  Gwynn  of 
the  Boston  office,  and  Mr.  Berryman,  assistant  treasurer,  of  the  Lowell  company. 

Columbus,  Ga.,  November  20 

The  condition  of  all  industries  is  much  improved  over  the  same  period  for  last 
year.  Our  daily  maximum  demand  for  the  past  three  weeks  has  been  right  at  30,000 
kilowatts,  and  the  average  daily  output  is  slightly  better  than  500,000  kilowatt 
hours.  Of  this,  Georgia  Railway  &  Power  Company  is  taking  around  35,000  kilowatt 
hours  daily. 

A  new  high  record  mark  for  the  year  was  established  in  the  cotton  market  here 
when  the  price  for  strict  middling  reached  26^^  cents,  and  there  is  a  strong  belief 
that  the  price  for  this  grade  will  bring  30  cents  before  the  season  doses. 

Golden's  Foundry  &  Machine  Company  have  put  into  effect  a  nine-hour  day  and 
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a  six-day  week  schedule.  A  large  number  of  unfilled  orders  and  very  good  prospects 
for  the  winter  season  is  given  as  the  reason  for  this  change  in  operation. 

The  Columbus  Savings  Bank  &  Trust  Company  have  perfected  arrangements 
with  the  Atlanu  Joint  Stock  Bank  for  the  purpose  of  lending  financial  assistance  to 
the  agricultural  interests  of  thi»  locality.  This  new  arrangement  between  the 
Columbus  and  Atlanta  bank  will  enable  land  owners  to  borrow  money  at  a  com- 
paratively low  rate  of  interest  for  financing  their  crops. 

The  Central  of  Georgia  Railway  plans  to  lay  additional  trackage  on  the  Colum- 
bus-Birmingham line  to  care  for  the  increase  in  the  freight  traffic  now  handled  by 
this  road.  To  date  about  ^35,000  has  been  spent  by  the  Central,  and  their  present 
plans  are  to  expend  nearly  ^100,000  on  the  additional  trackage. 

There  is  no  marked  change  in  either  wholesale  or  retail  business  over  October, 
but  the  increase  over  the  fall  of  1921  is  very  noticeable.  The  increase  in  retail 
business,  as  evidenced  by  the  post  office  receipts  and  the  monthly  bank  clearings, 
shows  a  good  outlook  for  the  coming  winter.  The  local  post  office  is  planning  to 
handle  a  large  volume  of  business  within  the  next  two  months. 

Practically  all  of  the  industrial  plants  here  continue  to  operate  on  a  full  time  basis. 

The  railway  receipts  for  the  month  show  around  a  seven  per  cent  gain  over 
November  of  last  year. 

The  improvements  which  the  Central  of  Georgia  has  begun  on  the  Union  Station 
are  progressing  rapidly,  and  it  is  expected  to  have  all  the  changes  completed 
within  the  next  month. 

The  dty  commissioners  have  authorized  that  a  preliminary  survey  be  made  for  an 
adequate  drainage  and  sewerage  system  for  the  city.  This  work  will  be  done  with  the 
idea  of  mapping  out  a  comprehensive  program  which  will  be  used  to  properly  take 
care  of  all  the  future  needs  in  Columbus,  and  looks  forward  to  the  annexation  of  the 
Wynnton  section  and  other  outlying  parts  of  Columbus. 

With  the  improved  condition  of  the  textile  industry,  the  labor  situation  has  been 
materially  relieved,  and  there  is  very  little  unemployment  here  now. 

Tuesday  night,  October  31,  the  Electric  City  Benefit  Association  was  host  to  the 
employees  of  the  company  at  a  Hallowe'en  party  and  dance. 

Brigadier-General  Paul  B.  Malone,  the  present  assistant  commandant  at  Fort 
Benning  has  been  ordered  transferred  to  the  Artillery  School  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 
The  transfer  of  General  Malone  has  occasioned  much  regret  here  as  he  has  been 
very  active  in  all  city  affairs. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  and  directors  of  the  Chattahoochee 
Valley  Fair  Association  which  was  held  this  month,  it  was  decided,  due  to  the 
successful  outcome  of  this  year's  fair,  to  repeat  it  next  year. 

Mr.  Spencer  who  was  injured  in  the  explosion  of  the  gas  plant  has  now  entirely 
recovered  from  his  injuries  and  is  back  on  the  job. 

Mr.  Hardy  Croom  of  Savannah  and  Mr.  Weisner  and  Mr.  Hayes  of  the  Boston 
office  have  all  been  here  during  the  month.  Mr.  Weisner  is  studying  our  city 
distribution  problem,  while  Mr.  Hayes  is  going  over  the  power  requirements  of  the 
company  as  a  whole.  Mr.  Croom  was  here  to  look  over  the  railway  situation  with  a 
view  of  improving  the  local  service  from  the  standpoint  of  economical  (^>eration. 

El  Paso,  Tex.,  November  14 

While  there  is  no  material  change  in  general  business  conditions  there  seems  to 
be  a  better  feeling  among  business  men.  There  has  been  a  decided  increase  in  the 
output  of  many  of  our  local  industries  during  the  month. 
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Wholesale  business  houses  with  the  exception  of  the  gfx)cei7  business  report  an 
increase  in  their  business  during  the  past  month. 

While  retail  bWness  is  reported  to  have  increased  during  the  past  month,  it  is 
probably  due  to  seasonable  sales,  there  having  been  much  cold  weather  recently. 

Building  has  a^in  fallen  off  as  compared  with  last  month,  permits  for  October 
totaling  1106,615,  as  compared  with  ^226,714  for  September.  The  permits  for 
October  were  chiefly  for  bungalows. 

Ma.  Alba  H.  Warren  has  returned  from  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  managers  of  the  Stone  &  Webster  companies. 

Mrs.  M.  F.  Donley  has  been  employed  as  stenographer  in  customers'  service 
department. 

Mr.  J.  W.  McNeely,  general  superintendent  of  the  Paducah  Electric  Com- 
pany, of  Paducah,  Ky.,  was  a  visitor  hereon  business  from  October  13  to  October  16. 

Mr.  Albert  T.  Kunz  is  again  at  his  desk  after  his  two  weeks'  vacation,  most 
of  which  was  spent  visiting  his  friends  in  Galveston  and  Houston. 

Messrs.  Warren,  Dixon  and  Himel  made  a  business  trip  this  month  to 
Chihuahua,  Mexico,  to  confer  with  Governor  Enriquez  of  Chihuahua,  relative  to 
the  company's  interest  in  Mexico. 

The  wedding  of  Mrs.  Nora  Pooue,  of  the  lighting  superintendent's  office,  and 
Mr.  Walter  Banner,  of  the  accounting  department,  took  place  Tuesday  evening, 
October  24,  at  seven  o'clock,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  with  Dr.  Floyd 
Poe  officiating.  The  church  was  attractively  decorated  with  palms  and  yellow 
chrysanthemums. 

Following  the  national  electric  home  movement,  the  electrical  interests  of  El 
Paso  have  under  construction  a  beautiful  home  to  be  fully  equipped  with  all  of  the 
conveniences  oflfcrcd  by  the  magic  servant — electricity.  In  order  to  make  this 
home  all  that  the  name  implies,  the  electric  interests  of  £1  Paso  have  combined  and 
formed  an  organization  under  the  name  of  the  El  Paso  Electric  Co-operative 
Association.  This  association  is  composed  of  all  of  the  electrical  contractors  and 
dealers,  the  electrical  manufacturers  and  the  El  Paso  Electric  Railway  Company. 
An  executive  conmiittee,  of  which  J.  F.  McLaughlin  is  chairman,  has  divided  the 
association  into  various  committees  of  men  from  the  various  interests  recognized 
as  leaders  in  some  particular  line  of  the  electrical  field.  The  committees  are  working 
in  full  co-operation  with  the  architects,  contractors  and  furnishers,  so  that  the 
home  will  be  one  of  the  best  of  its  kind.  Lehmann  &  Wuehrmann  are  the  architects; 
the  Omdorff  Construction  Company  is  doing  the  construction,  and  the  electrical 
work  is  being  done  by  the  El  Paso  Electrical  Contractors'  Association,  under  the 
direction  of  the  wiring  committee. 

The  house  is  to  consist  of  eight  rooms,  built  around  a  patio,  after  the  Spanish 
style.  The  Spanish  style  of  architecture  is  to  be  followed  throughout.  This  house 
is  to  be  constructed  of  hollow  tile,  finished  in  stucco,  and  roofed  with  red  tile. 
Great  care  is  being  taken  in  the  installation  of  the  complete  system  of  electrical 
wiring  under  the  supervision  of  L.  G.  Wainman,  of  the  El  Paso  Electric  Railway 
Company.  It  will  be  open  for  inspection  early  in  December,  and  the  demonstration 
period  will  be  of  two  weeks'  duration. 

Everett,  Wash.,  November  23 

The  lumber  industry  in  general  is  still  suffering  the  most  acute  car  shortage  in 
history.  Cars  supplied  are  about  10  per  cent  of  the  demand.  This  has  been  further 
complicated  during  the  past  month  by  embargoes  on  eastern  roads  which  forbid  the 
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loading  of  cars  to  certain  points  even  when  the  cars  are  available.  The  cargo  business 
continues  satisfactory,  although  there  has  now  developed  an  acute  shortage  of 
space  for  boat  shipment.  During  the  past  two  weeks  for  the  first  time  in  approxi- 
mately six  months,  production  has  been  slightly  below  normal  and  is  being  reduced, 
but  shipments  are  climbing  gradually.  There  seems  to  be  an  improvement  in  the 
demand  for  lumber  in  Australia  and  recently,  due  to  a  reduction  of  ^2.00  per 
thousand  feet  board  measure  in  Japan,  there  has  been  a  stimulation  of  the  Japanese 
trade. 

The  cedar  mills  are  practically  all  closed  and  one  fir  mill,  the  Canyon  Lumber 
Company,  is  closed.  The  cedar  mills  are  enjoying  an  excellent  demand  for  siding 
and  most  of  them  have  their  siding  stocks  actually  sold  but  are  unable  to  get  cars 
for  shipment.  The  lumber  men  in  general  do  not  expect  a  material  improvement  in 
the  car  situation  until  after  the  first  of  the  year.  However,  as  the  demand  seems  to 
continue,  most  manufacturers  are  more  or  less  optimistic. 

The  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  trade  as  continuing  satisfactory. 

Interurban  traffic  continues  satisfactory.  According  to  the  latest  daily  earnings 
report,  the  entire  line  from  Bellingham  to  Seattle  shows  an  increase  in  growth  of 
36.2  per  cent  over  last  year  for  the  first  20  days  of  the  month.  On  the  city  lines  at 
present  with  the  sale  of  weekly  passes,  it  is  very  difficult  at  this  period  of  the  month 
to  give  a  true  comparision  with  last  year's  business. 

Actual  connection  of  customers  on  the  new  Lake  Stevens,  Home  Acres  and  Marys- 
ville  extension  is  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

Fall  River,  Mass.,  November  22 

The  Fall  River  gray  cloth  market  is  quiet,  but  prices  of  the  various  constructions 
of  print  cloths  remain  strong,  with  a  steady  demand. 

Retail  business  b  showing  an  increase  over  the  comparative  period  of  last  year, 
some  stores  reporting  excellent  business. 

The  sales  of  gas  appliances  are  at  the  time  of  writing  large  enough  to  indicate  a 
banner  month  in  the  history  of  the  company  for  this  season  of  the  year. 

Building  permits  issued  exceed  those  of  the  same  period  of  last  year  by  48,  many 
houses  being  included  in  the  number. 

The  shortage  of  labor  is  still  pronounced,  both  in  the  skilled  and  unskilled  dassds. 

The  employees  of  the  company  gave  a  minstrel  show  before  an  audience  of  700 
on  the  evening  of  November  8,  the  show  being  followed  by  dancing.  Visitors  present 
from  other  New  England  public  service  companies  and  from  the  Boston  office, 
included  Mr.  H.  T.  Edoar,  Mr.  M.  L.  Sperry,  Mr.  H.  Vittinghoff,  Mr.  T.  P. 
Walker,  Mr.  H.  P.  Dayton,  Mr.  F.  C.  Freeman  and  about  25  employees  of  the 
Providence  Gas  Company,  also  nearly  25  employees  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas  Co., 
including  Mr.  G.  A.  Stiness. 

On  November  2,  Mr.  A.  D.  Duff,  chief  clerk,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Edlund,  assistant 
chief  clerk,  visited  the  Haverhill  Gas  Light  Company  in  connection  with  accounting 
matters. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  Mr.  Cloen,  general  superintendent  of  the  Paducah 
Electric  Company,  visit  us  for  a  few  days  this  month. 

On  November  9,  Mr.  A.  D.  Duff,  chief  clerk,  and  Mr.  Clarence  Fish,  voucher 
clerk,  visited 'the  Boston  office. 

Messrs.  G.  L.  Gilbert,  W.  K.  Eavenson  and  F.  P.  Dexter  spent  a  pleasant 
week-end  recently  at  Mr.  Rolun  Buckminstbr's  cottage  at  Riverside,  R.  L 

A  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  Stone  &  Webster  gas  companies  in  New 
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England  ww  held  at  Fall  River,  under  direction  of  Mr.  VirnwoHOFr,  on  November 
8,  to  consider  meter  repair  shop  practice.  Fall  River  was  represented  by  Messrs. 
Gilbert  and  Dunn,  Pawtucket  by  Messrs.  Bucrminstbr  and  Ireland,  Wood- 
socket  by  Mr.  Carl  Rucrdbschel,  Haverhill  by  Messrs.  Walker,  Schell  and 
Jones,  New  London  by  Messrs,  Eastman,  Baker  and  Dabol.  After  spending  a 
busy  and  profitable  day  in  discussing  matters  pertaining  to  meter  repairing,  the 
visiting  delegates  were  entertained  in  the  evening  by  a  minstrel  show  and  dance 
given  by  employees  of  the  local  company. 

The  new  water  gas  plant  at  Charles  Street  has  been  started  and  is  now  in  full 
operation. 

Among  the  recent  visitors  to  the  company  have  been  Mr.  £.  C.  Hart,  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  River  Power  Company,  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Davis,  general 
auditor  of  the  Middle  West  Utilities  Co.  Mr.  Davis  is  a  former  employee  of  the 
Fall  River  Gas  Works  Co. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  sales  managers  of  New  England  in  Young's  Hotel,  Boston, 
on  November  lo,  Mr.  W.  K.  Eavenson,  sales  manager,  introduced  his  two  guests, 
J.  F.  Cray,  shop  foreman,  and  J.  W.  Howard.  This  meeting  was  appropriately 
supplemented  by  a  "Banquet  Meeting"  of  the  New  England  Gas  Sales  Association. 
Mr.  Hill,  of  Babson's,  gave  some  very  interesting  statistical  facts  relative  to  the 
gas  industry. 

Fort  Madison,  I  a.,  November  21 

The  Perfection  Tire  &  Rubber  Company  closed  down  on  September  30  for  an 
appraisal  of  its  property,  and  has  not  been  operated  since  that  date.  On  November  8 
the  Delaware  courts  appointed  Mr.  Charles  C.  Keedy  as  receiver.  On  November 
17,  Martin  C.  Wade,  Judge  of  the  Federal  Court  of  the  southern  dbtrict  of  Iowa, 
appointed  Mr.  Paul  S.  Junkin  and  Mr.  Charles  C.  Keedy  as  receivers  for  the 
state  of  Iowa.  From  present  indications  the  Perfection  Company  will  not  be 
operated  for  several  months  at  least,  and  the  property  may  be  sold  to  relieve  the 
bond  holders  and  satisfy  the  creditors. 

The  American  Fork  &  Hoe  Company  are  gradually  increasing  their  production, 
and  expect  to  be  operating  their  plant  to  full  capacity  about  the  first  of  the  year. 
They  report  conditions  in  the  farming  tool  industry  better  than  for  any  time  in  the 
past  five  years. 

The  W.  A.  Sheaffer  Pen  Company  are  operating  both  their  pen  and  pencil 
departments  overtime  and  are  swamped  with  orders.  They  have  a  daily  production 
of  1000  Sheaffer  life-time  pens,  and  between  two  and  three  thousand  pencils. 

The  Continental  Machinery  Company  and  the  Big  Farmer  Corporation  are  only 
operating  in  a  very  limited  way  at  the  present  time. 

Retail  merchants  are  suffering  from  a  loss  of  business  due  to  unemployment,  but 
with  labor  conditions  constantly  improving  retail  business  should  be  back  to  normal 
very  shortly.  A  large  number  of  new  employees  have  entered  the  ranks  of  the 
Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad  at  the  shops  and  former  employees  of  the 
Perfection  Company  are  gradually  securing  work  in  other  industries. 

The  residential  and  lighting  business  shows  a  steady  increase  both  in  new  cus- 
tomers and  consumption.  The  loss  of  our  largest  customer  causes  a  decided  decrease 
in  power  earnings,  and  also  decreases  our  purchased  power,  and  general  power 
requirements. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  rapidly  nearing  completion  with  the  outside 
walls  and  roof  nearly  in  place.  The  construction  of  the  new  high  school  is  requiring  a 
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large  force  of  men  which  helps  out  the  general  labor  situation  and  the  work  is 
progressing  very  satisfactorily.  The  oldest  building  in  the  600  block  on  Second  Street 
b  being  torn  down  at  the  present  time  to  make  way  for  a  modern  business  block 
which  is  to  be  constructed  by  Joseph  F.  Oschner. 

The  paving  of  Division  Street  between  Occidental  and  Morrison  Avenues  has  just 
been  completed,  and  open  to  traffic.  The  paving  of  this  street  opens  a  new  avenue 
for  traffic  which  has  been  needed  for  some  time  from  the  west  end  to  the  central  part 
of  the  city. 

Across  the  river  at  the  Niota  pumping  station  of  the  Sinclair  Pipe  Line  Company 
two  new  pumping  units  are  being  installed  which  will  more  than  double  the  pumping 
capacity  of  this  station. 

The  G>lumbia  Theatre  has  just  recently  been  thrown  open  to  the  public.  This 
theatre  was  formerly  the  old  Grand  Opera  house,  and  following  the  fire  of  last  spring 
has  been  entirely  rebuilt  inside,  and  newly  equipped,  making  it  a  very  modern  and 
up-to-date  theatre  in  every  respect. 

The  Metropolitan  Hotel,  one  of  the  oldest  hotels  in  this  city,  has  recently  changed 
hands.  It  will  be  operated  by  the  new  management  along  the  same  lines  as  formerly. 

Reports  indicate  that  this  year's  com  crop  is  the  third  largest  on  record,  and 
averages  96  per  cent  of  a  full  crop.  The  yield  was  approximately  44  bushels  per 
acre.  The  latest  estimates  on  spring  wheat  show  an  average  yield  of  15  bushels  per 
acre,  with  a  quality  of  88  per  cent.  Winter  wheat  seeding  was  generally  delayed 
throughout  Iowa,  but  the  acreage  is  considerably  larger  than  last  year.  The  total 
potato  crop  is  estimated  at  9,000  bushels  as  compared  with  4,000  bushels  for  last 
year.  The  yield  has  been  98  bushels  per  acre.  The  apple  crop  is  also  88  per  cent  over 
normal,  and  approximately  six  times  last  year's  harvest. 

Statistics  recently  published  by  the  Iowa  State  Chamber  of  Commerce  show  that 
Iowa  leads  the  nation  in  agriculture,  being  first  in  value  of  farm  property,  value  of 
farm  land  and  value  of  buildings,  farm  machinery  and  live  stock.  It  is  claimed  that 
Iowa's  land  is  98.5  per  cent  tillable.  The  average  acreage  per  farm  is  156.8. 

Mr.  Levi  G.  Johns,  who  has  been  cashier  of  this  company  for  the  past  two  years, 
has  recently  left  our  employ,  and  accepted  a  position  in  one  of  the  lai^  department 
stores  in  Clinton,  Iowa. 

Mr.  p.  I.  Robinson  attended  a  meeting  of  the  managers  in  the  Middle  West 
District  on  November  14  at  the  offices  of  Russell  A.  PettengiU,  Inc.,  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Messrs.  F.  £.  Learned  and  Joseph  Summerville  of  the  Boston  office  were  in 
Fort  Madison  several  days  during  the  latter  part  of  October  making  an  inventory 
of  the  property  of  this  company. 

Mr.  Russell  Jones,  formerly  of  the  Des  Moines  Chamber  of  Commerce,  has 
been  engaged  as  secretary  of  the  Fort  Madison  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  has 
already  started  on  his  work  in  this  city. 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  November  20 

The  condition  of  local  industries  in  Fort  Worth  continue  on  a  very  satisfactory 
basis.  Practically  all  manufacturing  concerns  in  the  city  are  (^>erating  full  forces. 

The  largest  new  manufacturing  prospect  in  Fort  Worth  is  a  20,000  spindle  cotton 
mill.  Negotiations  have  been  going  on  for  some  time,  and  prominent  local  business 
men  are  interested  in  the  proposition.  The  opinion  is  that  40  or  50  per  cent  of  the 
necessary  finances  can  be  secured  from  outside  sources,  and  the  remainder  obtained 
from  local  subscribers. 
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The  packing  houses  are  showing  a  slight  increase  in  their  output  from  last  year, 
and  are  operating  approximately  75  per  cent  of  their  capacity. 

The  cattle  industry  shows  great  improvement  over  this  time  last  year,  and  is 
improving  from  month  to  month.  During  October  there  were  28/xx>  cars  of  catde 
received  in  the  local  yards,  compared  with  25,100  for  the  same  month  last  year.  l*he 
prices  of  cattle  and  hogs  show  a  good  increase  over  last  year.  The  recent  rains  over 
the  entire  cattle  producing  territory  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  industry, 
and  will  practically  assure  a  good  range  through  the  winter. 

The  recent  rains  and  strengthening  of  the  market  have  caused  the  oil  industry  to 
increase  activities  in  thb  section  of  the  sute.  Fort  Worth  is  still  considered  the 
center  of  oil  activities  in  North  Texas,  which  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  both  the 
Gulf  Company  and  the  Sinclair  Oil  G>mpany  are  moving  their  North  Texas  head- 
quarters back  to  Fort  Worth  during  this  month.  They  both  were  previously  head- 
quartered here. 

We  are  informed  that  every  first  class  office  building  in  the  city  is  filled,  with  the 
exception  of  approximately  one  floor  in  the  new  Neil  P.  Anderson  building.  This 
indicates  very  healthy  business  conditions,  and  that  Forth  Worth  is  getting  her 
share  of  the  new  businesses  and  distributing  companies. 

The  wholesale  grocery  houses  report  a  good  increase  in  business  as  do  also  the 
hardware  and  other  wholesale  concerns.  Practically  every  line  is  showing  an  increase, 
with  the  exception  of  the  dry  goods  business,  which  is  not  a  big  factor  in  our  whole- 
sale lines. 

The  retail  merchants  report  a  satisfactory  business,  with  collections  continuing 
good,  though  the  clothing  stores  have  had  some  difficulty  in  moving  their  winter 
goods,  due  to  the  extremely  mild  weather  to  date. 

The  Tarrant  County  Traction  Company  is  showing  an  increase  of  9.0  per  cent 
over  last  year  for  the  first  17  days  of  November.  Business  on  this  line  has  shown  a 
gradual  increase  for  some  time  past,  which  we  believe  is  due  to  the  general  improved 
conditions  in  that  territory. 

It  is  expected  that  the  recent  rains  will  insure  the  best  wheat  crop  since  1919,  as 
well  as  greatly  improved  prospects  for  other  grain  crops. 

We  believe  the  future  outlook  at  this  time  is  somewhat  more  encouraging  than  it 
has  been  for  some  time  past.  We  do  not  expect  any  unusual  business  conditions  or 
booms,  however,  it  looks  as  though  a  gradual  increase  might  be  expected,  particu- 
larly in  the  face  of  the  unusual  building  activities  that  are  under  consideration  at 
this  time. 

The  real  estate  business  continues  active,  with  a  good  demand  for  moderate 
priced  homes,  and  a  fair  demand  for  other  types  of  homes  and  office  buildings. 
Building  activities  in  Fort  Worth  have  been  fairly  brisk,  and  the  proposed  con- 
struction of  10  large  buildings,  aggregating  ^3,830,000,  indicate  a  return  of  the 
building  boom. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Withers,  claim  agent  for  the  Houston  Electric  Company,  was  in 
Fort  Worth  on  business  during  the  month. 

Messrs.  P.  L.  Whitaker,  W.  J.  Francis  and  J.  H.  Clawslon  are  in  Fort  Worth 
making  an  audit  of  the  company's  books. 

Messrs.  V.  W.  Berry  and  J.  T.  Porter  spent  November  17  and  18  in  Houston, 
attending  a  district  master  mechanics'  meeting. 

The  first  section  of  our  new  large  smoke  stack  has  been  completed.  It  will  be  two 
weeks  before  it  can  be  finished. 

The  Texas  Interurban  Company,  the  new  line  from  Dallas  to  Terrell  which  was 
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built  in  compliance  with  the  franchise  agreement  of  the  Dallas  Railway  Company, 
will  begin  operation  on  December  15,  according  to  officials  of  the  company. 

It  has  been  definitely  decided  to  electrify  the  M.  K.  &  T.  Railway  Company 
from  Dallas  to  Denton.  This  was  accepted  by  the  city  of  Dallas  as  a  complete 
compliance  of  the  franchise  agreement  of  the  Dallas  Railway  Company. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  November  20 

Custom  house  records  show  that  vessels  clearing  from  the  Galveston  customs 
district  reflect  an  increase  of  about  one-third  when  compared  with  the  records  for 
September.  The  Mallory  and  Morgan  Lines  are  each  maintaining  three  sailings  a 
week  from  Galveston  to  New  York.  Both  companies  have  announced  that  if  the 
volume  of  coastwise  traffic  continues  to  increase  as  it  has  recently  they  will  be 
forced  to  inaugurate  a  schedule  of  four  sailings  per  week.  The  Tampa  Interocean 
Steamship  Company  has  made  known  that,  beginning  with  December,  a  regular 
monthly  sailing  will  be  maintained  between  Galveston  and  Manila  and  ports  in 
Southern  China.  On  November  10  the  Lone  Star  Steamship  Company  inaugurated 
regular  service  between  Galveston  and  other  gulf  ports  and  Porto  Rico. 

All  commodities  exported  through  this  port  during  October  show  a  gain  over  the 
figures  for  September,  with  the  exception  of  lumber,  metals  and  lubricating  oil. 

Cotton  exports  reached  a  total  of  393,855  bales,  an  increase  of  183,221  bales  over 
September.  The  first  bookings  of  cotton  for  shipment  to  Mexico  are  being  made  this 
month,  and  indications  are  that  there  will  be  a  heavy  movement. 

Flour  exports  for  October  show  a  gain  of  80  per  cent  over  the  mark  for  September. 

On  November  11  an  Italian  steamer  established  a  new  record  for  grain  cargoes 
lifted  at  Galveston,  departing  for  Genoa  laden  with  422,342  bushels. 

A  coffee  importing  firm  of  New  York  has  signified  its  intention  of  importing 
regularly  through  Galveston.  With  the  addition  of  this  firm,  Galveston  will  have 
three  coffee  importing  agencies. 

Crude  oil  imports  for  the  past  month  aggregated  1,060,000  barrels,  reflecting  an 
increase  of  353,000  barrels  when  compared  with  September. 

Business  in  Galveston  is  on  the  up-grade.  The  large  volume  of  coastwise  and 
export  traffic  through  here  at  present  and  the  cooler  weather  seem  to  be  acting  as  a 
stimulant  to  all  lines  of  business. 

Railway  receipts  for  the  first  19  days  of  November  show  an  increase  of  5.1  per 
cent  when  compared  with  the  same  period  of  192 1.  This  is  the  first  increase  shown 
in  our  cumulative  railway  earnings  since  the  month  of  August,  I92i,and  is  attribut- 
able to  the  fact  that  on  October  26  the  Board  of  Commissioners  in  Galveston  passed 
an  ordinance  granting  the  Galveston  Electric  Company  six  cents  for  full  fares  and 
three  cents  for  half  fares  effective  October  28. 

The  local  Shriners  sponsored  a  circus  here  the  week  of  October  30  to  November  4. 

Building  permits  for  the  month  of  October  reached  a  total  of  1132,818. 

The  American  Realty  Company  have  announced  that  they  will  expend  ^100,000 
for  the  building  of  a  three-story  fireproof,  modem  apartment  house,  the  construc- 
tion of  which  will  be  under  way  within  a  short  time. 

The  first  section  of  the  new  20,000-bale  addition  to  the  Moody  press  has  been 
completed  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  entire  structure  will  be  ready  for  use  in  about 
three  months. 

The  United  States  Gasoline  Corporation  will  construct  a  ^250,000  gasoline  plant 
at  Texas  City.  The  erection  of  this  plant  will  begin  within  the  next  30  days. 

There  is  very  little  unemployment  in  Galveston  at  the  present  time. 
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The  steamship  business  is  very  heavy  and  practically  all  of  the  companies 
operating  out  of  Galveston  have  added  extra  help  to  their  forces.  The  Mallory  line 
is  working  a  force  of  between  400  and  500  men  regularly. 

Messrs.  A.  F.  Townsbnd,  manager,  and  P.  M.  Miller,  assistant  treasurer,  of 
the  Eastern  Texas  Electric  G>mpany,  Beaumont,  and  Rock  Tabor  of  the  Stone  & 
Webster  Engineering  Division,  Fort  Worth,  were  Galveston  visitors  during 
November. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Wood,  manager  of  the  Houston  Electric  G>mpany,  visited  this  office 
during  the  month. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Lancaster,  assistant  treasurer,  spent  several  days  with  his  parents  at 
G>nroe,  Texas. 

Mr.  N.  J.  MiLUOAN,  formerly  with  the  Northern  Texas  Traction  Company, 
Fort  Worth,  has  been  transferred  to  this  company  as  track  welder. 

Messrs.  R.  G.  Carroll,  manager,  and  C.  S.  McLjn,  superintendent  of  trans- 
portation, spent  several  days  in  Freeport  on  a  hunting  trip. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Lancaster,  assistant  treasurer,  joined  several  members  of  the  Eastern 
Texas  Electric  Company  at  Beaumont  on  November  18  and  the  party  spent  the 
week-end  on  a  hunting  trip  in  Louisiana. 

Mr.  George  F.  Pierce,  claim  agent,  has  returned  and  reports  that  his  health  has 
been  greatly  benefited  by  his  several  weeks'  stay  in  Mineral  Wells. 

Haufax,  N.  S.,  November  14 

General  business  conditions  are  a  little  more  favorable  than  for  some  time  and 
shipping  and  port  business  show  a  decided  increase  over  the  same  period  last  year. 

Wholesale  trade  reports  business  as  quiet,  while  the  retail  merchants  find  con- 
ditions about  normal.  Collections  are  slow. 

The  company's  business  remains  steady  with  light  and  power  output  showing  a 
slight  increase  and  gas  department  a  slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the  same 
period  last  year. 

The  company  has  just  closed  a  contract  with  the  municipal  authorides  for  an 
extensive  lighting  system  throughout  the  city.  This  system  will  have  about  1,700 
lamps  with  a  load  of  about  400  kilowatt.  The  city  is  spending  about  $80,000  in  the 
installation  of  lamps  and  fixtures  and  the  company  will  be  put  to  an  outlay  of  about 
$40,000  for  necessary  extensions  to  present  lines,  etc. 

The  School  Board  has  arranged  for  the  erection  of  four  bungalow  schools  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  about  $90,000  to  help  relieve  the  congestion  in  certain  schools 
throughout  the  city.  Construction  work  has  already  started  and  the  foundations 
for  at  least  two  of  these  buildings  are  now  practically  completed. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Weston,  manager,  accompanied  by  Mr.  M.  C.  Smith,  superinten- 
dent of  light  and  power  and  Mr.  Ira  P.  Macnab,  superintendent  of  tramways, 
spent  a  few  days  hunting  during  the  early  part  of  November  and  Mr.  Smith 
succeeded  in  bringing  down  a  fine  moose. 

A  bowling  league  has  been  formed  among  the  commercial  firms  of  the  city  and 
we  are  proud  to  state  that  a  team  from  this  company,  composed  of  Messrs. 
DeForrest,  Doucettb,  Boston,  Hindle  and  Parsons,  is  now  in  first  place  in  their 
division.  A  company  interdepartmental  league  has  also  been  formed  and  some  very 
exciring  games  have  been  bowled.  Great  interest  is  being  taken  by  the  employees 
and  the  railway  department,  not  being  satisfied  with  having  four  of  their  men 
representing  the  company  in  the  commercial  league,  has  also  taken  first  place 
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amongst  the  dq^artments.  The  office  team  is  trying  hard  but  apparently  they  are 
more  at  home  with  pen  and  pencil  than  they  are  with  candle  pins. 

Report  has  just  been  received  from  Mr.  Curtis,  manager,  at  Sydney  that  the 
Cape  Breton  Electric  Company  there  suffered  very  serious  and  considerable 
damage  in  a  terrific  rain  and  sleet  storm  on  November  22,  and  our  Mr.  M.  C.  Smith, 
light  and  power  superintendent,  is  leaving  today  with  a  number  of  men  to  assist  in 
the  reconstruction  necessary. 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  November  22 

The  business  of  our  shoe  factories  is  steadily  decreasing,  which  is  attributed 
mostly  to  the  unsettled  labor  conditions.  The  shoe  men  state  buyers  are  very 
cautious  in  placing  orders  in  Haverhill,  except  where  the  manufacturer  guarantees 
deliveries,  a  thing  which  they  are  unable  to  do  under  present  circumstances. 

Local  wholesale  and  retail  business  is  unusually  good  despite  the  fact  that  the 
industrial  situation  is  going  backward. 

Our  gas  send-out  continues  to  show  an  increase,  due  to  the  cold  spells  which  we  are 
having.  An  increase  of  4.6  per  cent  over  the  estimate  and  7.1  per  cent  over  last  year 
in  send-out  is  shown  to  date.  Most  of  this  increase  b  due  to  the  fact  that  during 
October,  1922,  we  sold  140  room  heaters  and  radiantfires,  and  in  October,  1921,  we 
sold  39  of  these  heaters. 

The  October  building  permits  are  as  follows:  1922, 67  permits  valued  at  ^158,575; 
1 921, 52  permits  valued  at  ^96,800.  These  permits  consbt  mostly  of  home  building. 

The  number  of  unemployed  is  still  increasing  as  only  a  few  of  the  local  shoe 
factories  are  working  to  capacity.  No  relief  in  this  situation  is  expected  until  after 
the  first  of  the  year  when  it  is  hoped  a  new  agreement  will  be  signed.  The  attorneys 
for  the  manufacturers  and  the  union  are  still  working  on  this  agreement  and  the 
manufacturers  are  very  anxious  that  thb  matter  be  settled,  so  thay  can  assure  their 
salesmen  and  buyers  of  prompt  deliveries  after  January  first. 

The  Haverhill  Gas  Club  held  a  Hallowe'en  Costume  Party  in  Unity  Hall  on 
October  26.  Over  150  employees  and  their  families  attended  the  party.  John  Leith 
President  of  the  Club,  and  Mrs.  Leith  led  the  grand  march  followed  by  those  in 
costume.  The  hall  was  decorated  with  cornstalks,  Jack-o*-Lantems  and  pumpkins. 
The  usual  Hallowe'en  games  were  played.  Music  was  furnished  for  dancing  by 
Burton's  orchestra,  Mr.  Burton  being  one  of  our  meter  readers.  Refreshments  of 
squash  pie,  doughnuts  and  coffee  were  served.  Mr.  H.  T.  Edgar,  district  manager 
and  Mr.  Louis  A.  Keene,  manager  of  the  Ponce  Electric  Company,  were  guests  of 
the  club. 

Mr.  Vittinohoff  spent  a  day  in  Haverhill  during  the  first  part  of  November. 

Messrs.  Duff  and  Edlund  from  the  Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company  vbited  our 
office  during  November. 

Mr.  Arthur  Norton  of  the  Tufts  Meter  Works  paid  us  a  vbit  thb  month. 

Mr.  George  Jones,  meter  shop  foreman;  Mr.  H.  W.  Schell,  general  superin- 
tendent; Mr.  H.  p.  Dayton,  assbtant  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Walker,  attended  the 
conference  on  meter  shop  practice  and  also  the  minstrel  show  of  the  Fall  River  Gas 
Works  Company's  Employees'  Club  on  November  8. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  two  of  our  employees  during  thb  month.  Mr. 
William  J.  Fitzgerald,  who  was  employed  by  this  company  for  over  twelve  years 
as  fireman,  passed  away  on  November  10.  Mr.  James  Baker,  also  a  fireman  with 
the  company  for  ^-^t  years,  passed  away  on  November  14. 
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Mr.  Frbd  Cloek,  general  superintendent  of  the  Paducah  Electric  Company, 
paid  us  a  visit  during  the  month. 

Mr.  p.  L.  Blackwell,  formerly  of  the  sutistical  department,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  this  company  as  works  clerk. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Bell,  sales  manager;  Mr.  C.  D.  Roberts,  assistant  sales  manager; 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  Chambers,  a  salesman,  attended  the  November  meeting  of  the 
Gas  Sales  Association. 

Mr.  Tom  P.  Walker  is  spending  hb  vacation  in  New  Hampshire  on  a  hunting 
trip  accompanied  by  Mr.  VrmNGHOFr  and  party. 

Houghton,  Mich.,  November  20 

There  has  been  practically  no  change  in  the  condition  of  local  industry  during 
the  past  month.  The  mining  companies  are  short  of  labor  notwithstanding  a  recent 
increase  in  wages. 

Business  of  the  lighting  company  continues  to  hold  up  very  well  considering  local 
business  conditions. 

Owing  to  the  season  of  the  year,  there  is  practically  no  building  being  started. 

The  city  of  Hancock  is  preparing  to  ask  for  bids  on  a  new  high  school,  the  voters 
having  approved  a  bond  issue  for  this  purpose.  This  work  is  expected  to  be  started 
in  the  spring. 

So  far  this  fall  the  weather  has  been  rather  mild,  which  is  unusual  for  this  terri- 
tory at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Shipments  of  copper  from  this  district  for  October  were  reported  as  8,017  tons, 
being  the  heaviest  in  many  .months. 

Mr.  S.  B.  Tuell,  manager,  returned  from  the  East  on  October  21,  having  at- 
tended the  managers'  meedng. 

The  L.  &  T.  Club  held  its  monthly  meedng  on  Wednesday,  October  25,  at  the 
Calumet  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Supper  was  served  to  75  members.  The  club  was  entertained 
by  a  class  of  students  from  the  Calumet  High  School,  who  gave  a  gymnasdc  exhibi- 
rion  and  also  two  boxing  bouts  of  a  few  rounds  each,  which  was  greatly  enjoyed  by 
all.  After  this  event,  bowling,  swimming,  pool,  billiards  and  a  game  of  indoor  base- 
ball completed  the  evening's  entertainment. 

Mr.  Joseph  E.  Condon,  of  the  sales  department,  and  Mr.  Paul  Jacobs,  master 
mechanic,  of  the  Houghton  County  Bus  Company,  spent  a  few  days  hunting 
during  the  month  of  November. 

The  Isle  Royale  Copper  Company  has  recently  declared  a  dividend  of  50  cents 
per  share,  payable  December  22. 

The  school  bond  issue,  authoriring  the  bonding  of  the  city  of  Hancock  for 
^275,000  for  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school,  was  voted  upon  at  a  special  election 
on  November  9,  and  was  carried  by  a  narrow  margin. 

Messrs.  David  W.  Polmear,  Wiluam  J.  Edwards,  Garvin  P.  Mitchell  and 
Claud  Klasner,  of  the  accounting  department,  and  Mr.  Stanley  Odoers,  of  the 
power  station,  motored  to  Marquette  on  Armistice  Day  to  witness  the  Upper 
Peninsula  football  championship  game. 

Mr.  S.  B.  Tuell,  manager,  left  on  November  13,  on  a  business  trip  to  Chicago 
and  Lansing. 

On  Thursday,  November  16,  the  L.  &  T.  Club  held  its  regular  monthly  meedng 
at  the  Hancock  car  house.  A  supper  was  served  to  75  members,  and  the  evening's 
entertainment  included  moving  pictures,  a  radio  concert  and  community  singing. 
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Houston,  Tex.,  November  22 

During  the  month  of  October  shipping  from  the  port  of  Houston  showed  an 
increase  of  130  per  cent  over  the  year  1921.  Shipments  handled  during  the  month 
were  valued  at  ^24,140,892.  The  total  number  of  vessels  arriving  and  departing 
from  the  port  of  Houston  was  108,  carrying  225,260  tons. 

The  general  manager  of  the  Shreveport  Bottle  Vending  Machine  Company  spent 
several  days  in  our  city  looking  for  a  factory  site. 

Passenger  receipts  for  the  Houston  Electric  Company  for  the  first  20  days  of 
November  show  an  increase  of  two  per  cent  compared  with  the  corresponding  period 
of  1921. 

The  jitney  situation  has  not  developed  as  rapidly  as  we  expected.  The  city  coun- 
cil notified  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  that  1 1  jitneys  on  the  San  Felipe  line 
would  be  eliminated  on  November  15  and  the  remaining  ones  on  this  line  would  be 
eliminated  December  i.  A  few  days  prior  to  November  15  the  jitney  drivers  ob- 
tained an  injunction  restraining  the  city  from  canceling  their  licenses  before 
January  i.  The  case  has  never  gone  to  trial  and  as  the  injunction  still  stands  we  do 
not  believe  that  any  jitneys  will  be  eliminated  before  January  i.  At  that  time, 
however,  we  are  hopeful  that  the  city  will  carry  out  their  promise  and  reduce  the 
total  number  of  150. 

We  have  resumed  our  construction  work  in  order  that  we  may  be  able  adequately 
to  take  care  of  the  increased  riding  as  soon  as  the  jitneys  are  partially  eliminated. 

The  city  council  awarded  paving  contracts  totaling  ^432,000  on  October  25. 

The  Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Company  has  announced  their  intention  of 
constructing  a  new  power  plant  on  the  ship  channel  and  have  increased  their 
capital  stock  from  ^3,000,000  to  ^4,500,000. 

The  Houston  Gas  and  Fuel  Company  has  announced  an  improvement  program 
calling  for  an  expenditure  of  approximately  ^410,000;  a  great  pordon  of  this  work 
has  been  completed  and  the  total  is  expected  to  be  finished  about  the  first  of  the 
year. 

Mr.  Luke  C.  Bradley  is  now  in  Boston  on  company  business  but  is  expected  to 
return  about  November  25. 

Messrs.  A.  F.  Townsend,  manager,  and  P.  M.  Miller,  assistant  treasurer,  of 
the  Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company  of  Beaumont,  visited  our  office  the  latter  part 
of  October. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Brown,  superintendent  of  power,  spent  several  days  at  his  old  home  in 
Fort  Worth  during  the  week. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Wither,  assistant  to  superintendent  of  the  Interurban,  was  married  to 
Miss  Hilda  Wall,  Monday,  November  13,  leaving  immediately  for  New  Orleans. 

The  Master  Mechanics'  Club  held  a  meeting  in  Houston,  November  15  to  17. 

Mr.  Luke  DeVaney,  of  the  auditing  department  of  Stone  &  Webster,  has 
arrived  in  our  city  and  is  making  an  audit  of  the  Causeway  accounts. 

The  Houston  Fair  and  Exposidon  which  was  held  November  9  to  19,  inclusive, 
proved  very  successful.  Due  to  the  inclement  weather  the  crowds  were  not  as  large 
as  were  expected. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  November  17 

Mr.  Hardy  Croom  paid  us  a  very  brief  visit  during  the  latter  part  of  October,  for 
the  purpose  of  packing  his  household  goods  and  moving  to  Savannah,  where  he  is 
now  located. 

W.  F.  Simpson,  of  the  transportation  department,  was  married  on  October  24,  to 
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MiM  May  Carkton,  of  Atlanta.  The  employees  of  the  company  presented  the  bride 
and  groom  with  a  silver  casserole  and  silver  salt  and  pepper  set. 

Mr.  £.  T.  SiOTH,  master  mechanic  of  the  Savannah  Company,  came  to  Jackson- 
ville during  the  first  of  the  month  to  assist  in  preparing  a  survey  of  the  company's 
car  equipment. 

On  November  13  and  14  the  Rule  Book  Gmimittee,  composed  of  Messes.  BiaD» 
of  Savannah,  Edwards,  of  Tampa,  Lonoino,  of  G>lumbus,  and  Bostwick,  of 
Jacksonville,  met  here  to  complete  the  standardization  of  the  rules  for  the  South- 
eastern companies. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Inolb  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  All  Florida  Friendship  tour,  which 
left  Jacksonville  on  November  13,  for  a  trip  down  the  East  G>ast  of  Florida,  and  to 
Havana.  The  towns  along  the  route  of  the  tour  have  welcomed  the  visitors  with 
open  arms,  and  a  feeling  of  good  fellowship  has  been  much  in  evidence. 

During  the  month  the  company  was  visited  by  Mrs.  H.  R.  Sharpless,  wife  of 
the  chief  engineer  of  the  Pensacola  Electric  G>mpany. 

Keokuk,  Ia.,  November  20 

Keokuk  Electric  Company 

Local  industries  continue  to  operate  steadily.  The  American  Cement  Machine 
Company  and  the  Standard  Four  Hre  Company  both  report  a  seasonable  falling  off 
in  business.  These  companies  are,  however,  enjoying  a  better  business  than  they 
were  during  this  period  last  year.  The  Pechstein  Iron  Works  beginning  November 
20,  started  operating  one  fire  a  day  in  their  foundry.  The  number  of  employees  of 
this  company  has  been  doubled  during  the  past  year. 

The  local  agents  of  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  Ry.,  and  the  Wabash  report  a  much  better 
business  for  November  this  year  than  for  the  same  month  last  year.  These  railroads 
have  had  heavy  movements  of  freight,  although  they  have  had  less  coal  shipments 
during  November  than  in  October. 

The  Hamilton  Clay  Company  of  Hamilton,  Illinois,  have  orders  for  building  rile 
and  brick  booked  three  months  in  advance.  Consequently  they  are  operaring  at  full 
capacity,  and  are  employing  between  50  and  60  men.  The  Marx  and  Hass  Company, 
also  of  Hamilton,  manufacturers  of  mens'  clothing,  are  operating  on  a  larger  baas 
than  ever  before.  They  now  have  about  90  employees,  mostly  women. 

Wholesale  grocers  report  a  falling  off  in  sales  during  the  past  month.  Other 
wholesalers  are  doing  a  good  business  for  this  season,  and  collections  are  much 
better  than  they  have  been  in  recent  months.  Local  retailers  have  not  had  9A  good  a 
business  this  month  as  they  had  in  October,  which  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  mild 
weather. 

Our  gas  send-out  for  November  as  compared  with  October,  has  fallen  off,  but 
shows  an  increase  of  13  per  cent  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Our 
railway  receipts  show  a  slight  increase  over  those  of  October,  and  our  kilowatt-hour 
output  shows  a  gain  over  the  previous  month  and  a  slight  increase  over  the  corres- 
sponding  period  last  year. 

Building  permits  for  Keokuk  during  the  past  month  amounted  to  ^1,800.  There 
were  i  %  transfers  of  real  estate,  all  residence  property. 

There  is  practically  no  unemployment  in  Keokuk  at  this  time.  There  seems  to  be 
plenty  of  work  available  for  those  who  want  it. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Buffum  have  returned  from  their  honeymoon,  which  was 
spent  in  Chicago  and  are  settled  iki  their  new  home  in  Fort  Madison.  Mrs.  Buffum 
was  formerly  Miss  Seifert,  railway  clerk  in  this  office.  Mr.  Buffum  was  formerly 
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line  foreman,  but  is  now  electric  superintendent  of  the  Fort  Madison  Electric 
G>mpany. 

Members  of  the  meter  department  gave  a  very  enjoyable  Hallowe'en  party  to  the 
other  employees  of  the  company.  The  affair  was  a  masked  party,  and  was  held  in  the 
Club  House  of  the  Hancock  Gnmty  Automobile  Club  in  Hamilton.  Prizes  were 
o£fered  for  the  best  costumes,  and  some  very  original  and  striking  characters  were 
seen. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Campbell  of  Reno,  Nevada,  visited  in  Keokuk  on  their 
way  home  fix>m  the  managers'  convention  in  Boston.  While  here  Mr.  Campbell  was 
much  interested  in  going  over  the  power  house  of  the  Mississippi  River  Power 
Company. 

Mr.  Donald  Code  of  the  sales  department  has  been  elected  assistant  scout  master 
of  the  troop  of  boy  scouts  of  St.  Peter's  Church. 

Mr.  Harold  R.  Miller  who  has  been  transferred  to  the  engineering  department 
of  the  Boston  office  was  tendered  a  farewell  dinner  by  the  Keokuk  Electric  Company 
at  the  Hotel  Iowa  on  November  6.  Mr.  Alexander,  manager,  on  behalf  of  the 
employees  presented  Mr.  Miller  with  a  handsome  present. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Alexander,  manager,  made  a  trip  to  Chicago  last  week,  where  all  the 
managers  of  the  middle  west  district  met  with  Mr.  Russel  A.  Pettinoill  who  ex- 
plained the  standardization  of  printed  forms  in  which  all  companies  are  interested 
at  the  present  time. 

Miss  Maude  Immeoart,  bogey  clerk,  has  returned  fix>m  her  vacation  which 
included  a  trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast  with  stops  at  the  large  coast  cities,  the  Grand 
Canyon  and  other  points  of  interest. 

Mr.  B.  E.  Van  Vliet  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Walter  of  the  auditing  department  of 
Stone  &  Webster,  Inc.,  have  been  in  Keokuk  for  the  past  two  weeks,  auditing  the 
books  of  this  company. 

Mississippi  River  Power  Company 

Mr.  C.  a.  Sears,  manager,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Sears,  returned  from  Boston 
and  other  eastern  points  the  latter  part  of  October. 

The  river  packet  steamer  Keokuk^  plying  between  Burlington,  Iowa  and  Quincy, 
Illinois,  made  its  last  trip  on  November  ii  and  went  into  winter  quarters  at 
Davenport,  Iowa. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  November  20 

Activities  in  the  cigar  industry  during  the  past  month  were  about  the  same  as  they 
were  during  the  previous  month.  The  cigar  output  for  the  month  of  November  will 
probably  show  a  slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the  October  output,  due  to  the 
fact  that  some  few  of  the  cigar  factories  have  now  caught  up  with  their  holiday 
orders,  and  are  beginning  to  lay  off  workmen. 

Acdvides  in  the  sponge  and  fishing  industries  are  still  very  dull  and  not  much  b 
expected  of  this  line  of  business  until  after  the  first  of  the  year  when  the  regular 
mackerel  and  king  fishing  season  will  begin. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  during  the  month  in  the  wholesale  and  retail 
business,  other  than  dry  goods  and  gents'  furnishings,  both  of  which  report  very 
favorable  business  conditions  at  the  present  time.  This  increase  is  due  to  the 
beginning  of  the  holiday  trade. 

The  condition  of  the  company's  business  during  the  past  month  was  practically 
the  same  tA  the  previous  month.  We  expect  the  lighting  and  power  gross  to  show  an 
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increMe  over  the  previous  month  on  account  of  general  holiday  business  and  longer 
nights,  which  gives  us  the  usual  increase  over  the  summer  months. 

We  had  expected  to  get  practically  all  of  the  Navy  business  on  our  lines  about  the 
first  of  November  that  we  are  to  get,  but  as  yet  we  are  only  carrying  one  of  the  large 
sending  sets,  with  rather  a  small  consumption.  They  are  experiencing  difficulty  m 
getting  deliveries  on  material  such  as  small  motors,  electric  fans,  etc. 

There  were  no  important  real  estate  transfers  during  the  month.  Building  activi- 
ties have  been  confined  to  repairs  and  additions  to  buildings  which  for  the  month 
amount  to  approximately  ^8,300. 

There  were  a  few  cigarmakers  laid  oflF  in  some  of  the  factories  last  Saturday.  It  is 
expected  that  the  factoreis  will  continue  each  week  to  lay  off  until  about  December 
15,  when  practically  all  holiday  orders  will  be  taken  care  of,  and  the  factories  will  be 
q>erating  on  approximately  50  per  cent  normal  forces. 

There  is  still  a  great  deal  of  sidewalk  work  being  done  about  the  city,  which  is 
furnishing  employment  to  a  great  number  of  common  laborers. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Lee  has  been  temporarily  employed  as  miscellaneous  clerk  in  the 
accounting  department. 

Mas.  Rosalie  Maloney,  cashier,  has  left  for  her  vacation,  to  be  spent  at  and 
about  Miami,  Florida. 

Ma.  B.  L.  GaooMS,  manager,  recentiy  attended  an  Inter-City  Rotary  meet  which 
was  held  at  Miami,  Florida. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  Conover,  student  engineer,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Seatde 
Division  of  the  Puget  Sound  Power  and  Light  G>mpany,  and  left  for  Seatde  on 
November  19.  Mr.  William  B.  McGorum  arrived  on  October  28  from  the  Boston 
office  to  take  up  the  duties  of  Ma.  Conover. 

Mr.  Hardy  Croom  has  arrived  from  Savannah  to  make  a  study  of  the  street 
railway  situation. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Ingle,  manager  of  the  Jacksonville  Traction  Company,  visited  the  city 
in  connection  with  the  All  Florida  Tour,  undertaken  by  an  organization  of  Jackson- 
ville Boosters.  The  party  visited  the  principal  cities  on  the  East  Coast  on  the 
"Friendship  Unlimited  Special"  which  terminated  here.  After  being  taken  on  a  tour 
of  the  city,  the  delegation  embarked  on  the  S,  S,  Governor  Cobb  for  Havana  where 
they  spent  two  days.  While  here,  Mr.  Inole  and  several  of  the  Jacksonville  city 
officials  were  entertained  by  Mr.  Grooms. 

The  Shriners  from  Miami  were  in  the  city  recentiy  en  masse.  Functions  of  police- 
men and  traffic  officers  were  jocularly  usurped  by  them  to  the  amusement  of  he 
citizens.  Headed  by  a  monster  Shriner's  Band,  the  white  robed  legionaries 
paraded  the  streets  of  the  city  which  were  gaily  arched  with  masses  of  navy  signal 
flags,  donated  by  the  Navy  Department  and  strung  with  the  assistance  of  our  line 
department.  The  rear  of  the  procession  was  devoted  to  local  applicants  for  the 
privilege  of  wearing  the  white  bloomers.  Under  a  banner  inscribed  'The  Hero  of 
Stock  Island"  marched  our  doughty  sherifiF,  handcufi^  and  loaded  down  with  a 
veriuble  arsenal.  No  less  a  celebrity  than  the  Cuban  Consul,  Hon.  Dominguez 
Milord  followed  in  a  baby  carriage,  crowing  delightedly,  while  a  laige  banner  in- 
scribed "Raw  Meat"  introduced  the  last  straggling  remnants  of  the  line.  The 
evening  was  devoted  to  a  dance  at  the  Athletic  Club,  and  the  next  morning  the 
delegation  returned  to  Miami. 

The  sumptuous  flying  boat  Santa  Maria  arrived  recentiy  from  New  York,  and  is 
berthed  at  the  dock  of  the  Aereomarine  Airways,  Inc.  Daily  service  is  now  in  force 
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between  Key  West  and  Havana,  the  schedule  time  for  the  90  miles  being  75  minutes. 
The  rate  of  fare  is  I53.00  one  way,  or  I93.00  round  trip,  war  tax  iMuded. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  November  25 

Activity  continues  in  the  textile  mills,  and  the  number  employed  increases.  The 
Massachusetts  Cotton  Mills  reports  a  substantial  increase  in  number  of  employees 
over  July,  and  advertises  it  can  use  one  hundred  more  weavers  if  applications  are 
made. 

Nothwithstanding  the  generally  optimistic  spirit  of  a  month  ago  mercantile  trade 
has  proved  rather  quiet,  and  present  indications  do  not  point  to  any  immediate  change. 

The  gross  earnings  of  the  company  for  twelve  months  ending  October  31  show  an 
increase  over  the  preceding  twelve  months  of  approximately  18  per  cent.  This  is 
offset,  however,  by  a  heavy  increase  in  expenses  due  principally  to  high  cost  of  coal. 

The  present  demand  on  our  station  indicates  the  reflection  of  increased  revenue 
for  the  months  of  November  and  December.  Appliance  sales  during  October,  this 
year,  decreased  in  both  number  and  profit  under  those  for  October,  1921.  November 
business  to  date  in  the  appliance  department  is  rather  quiet. 

Building  activities  are  confined  mostly  to  frame  dwellings.  The  only  large 
building  of  importance  under  construction  at  present  is  the  one  to  be  occupied  by 
the  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank.  This  promises  to  be  a  very  modern,  well  equipped, 
and  commodious  bank  building. 

The  total  of  the  real  estate  transfers  recorded  at  the  Middlesex  Registry  of  Deeds 
for  the  month  ended  October  31  was  958. 

The  commercial  department  has  added  to  its  force,  Mr.  Harrt  Priestly, 
formerly  employed  for  many  years  by  the  Lowell  Gas  Light  Company. 

Mr.  Arthur  J.  Bernier,  salesman  in  the  commercial  department,  won  third 
prize  in  Class  Seven  in  the  recent  Thor  Electric  Washing  Machine  Sales  Contest. 
Mr.  Bernier  also  tied  with  two  others  for  first  place  in  prize  offer  made  by  the 
PettingelUAndrews  Company  in  this  same  contest. 

Miss  Eleanor  Sutton,  service  secretary,  is  confined  to  the  hospital  after  a 
recent  operation  for  appendicitis. 

On  Thursday  evening,  November  23,  the  employees  held  the  first  of  a  proposed 
scries  of  "Gct-Together  Meetings*'  in  the  new  assembly  hall  on  the  third  floor  of  the 
Market  Street  office  building.  This  hall,  recently  added  when  the  office  quarters 
were  enlarged,  is  well  equipped  for  social  and  business  gatherings.  The  meeting  was 
opened  at  7.30  p.m.,  Mr.  R.  G.  Custer  of  the  commercial  department  presiding  as 
chairman  with  Miss  Helena  M.  Sharkey  as  secretary.  After  an  overture  by  the 
Lowell  Electric  Light  orchestra,  introductory  remarks  were  made  by  J.  A.  Hunne- 
WELL,  manager,  which  were  well  received.  Mr.  Hunnewell  reminded  employees  of 
the  high  standard  which  all  who  serve  the  public  must  strive  for  and  maintain.  This 
address  was  followed  by  a  talk  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Halstead,  sales  manager,  on  "Getting 
New  Business"  which  proved  very  interesting  to  everybody  present.  A  musical 
program  was  next  presented  followed  by  group  singing,  led  by  J.  A.  Hunnewell, 
manager.  After  the  serving  of  refreshments,  general  dancing  was  enjoyed. 

Chairmen  of  the  different  committees  were  as  follows:  Caleb  Rogers,  enter- 
tainment committee.  Otto  A.  Schwickert,  attendance  committee,  Gladys  L. 
DoDOE,  refreshment  committee.  Much  credit  is  due  these  employees  who  con- 
tributed much  by  their  generous  expenditure  of  time  and  effort  toward  making  the 
meeting  a  success.  Such  a  good  time  was  enjoyed  by  all  that  it  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  that  another  meeting  of  this  character  should  be  held  in  the  near  future. 
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MiDDLBTOWir,  COMM.,  NoYBMBIR  21 

Bornttetn  h  Sons  of  Patteraoa,  New  Jersey,  have  skipped  a  Uuge  quantity  of 
machiiierj  for  use  in  their  Middletown  branch  which  is  to  be  known  as  the  Middle- 
town  Silk  Company.  It  is  their  intention  to  start  operations  about  December  i. 

Control  of  the  W.  &  D.  Douglas  Company,  manufacturers  of  pumps,  has  been 
obtained  by  The  Premier  Mfg.  Company  of  Sandy  Hook.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
purchasers  to  carry  on  operations  in  Middletown. 

The  I.  E.  Palmer  Company  increased  their  schedule  of  working  hours  from  dght 
CD  tea  per  day  on  November  17. 

The  company's  business  shows  a  decided  improvement.  During  October  we  had 
81  new  customers  added  to  our  lines  and  have  several  new  extensions  in  the  works. 
On  November  8,  we  reached  the  highest  maximum  peak  ever  established  on  our 
lines,  it  being  2,580  kilowatts. 

Building  during  the  past  month  has  been  confined  to  alterations  and  new 
residences. 

Ma.  Pacilard  has  returned  from  his  vacation. 

Ma.  PACimaD  attended  the  Cornell-Dartmouth  game  in  New  York  on  November 
1 1,  also  being  a  guest  of  the  New  York  Dartmouth  Club  at  dinner  the  evening  before. 

Messrs.  Bird,  Trull,  Kbbbb  and  Curran  were  visitors  in  Middletown  during 
the  month. 

Mr.  Clobn,  general  superintendent  of  the  Paducah  Company,  was  a  visitor  here 
November  15. 

Miss  Ruth  Eastman  has  joined  our  accounting  department. 

H.  A.  HiPPLER,  superintendent,  was  recendy  appointed  as  a  member  of  the 
auditing  committee  of  the  Middletown  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Pacilard  was  recently  elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Middletown 
Manufacturers  Association. 

The  office  girls  of  our  division  have  recently  organized  a  bowling  team. 

Nbw  London,  Conn.,  November  21 

In  New  London  industries  continue  to  show  an  unusually  healthy  impetus  in 
production  of  manufacturing  products.  The  machine  shops  top  the  list  in  this 
respect.  The  Babcock  Printing  Press  Company  are  operating  with  a  full  force  on 
full  time  and  at  present  are  seeking  about  100  experienced  machinists  for  overtime 
work.  The  Palmer  Brothers  Company  quilt  mill  which  has  been  practically  closed 
for  the  past  three  years  are  now  operating  with  a  full  force  of  employees  on  full 
time  and  in  addition  employs  an  additional  force  for  night  work.  The  New  London 
Ship  &  Engine  Company,  manufacturers  of  high  grade  oil  engines,  especially  Diesel 
engines  for  the  U.  S.  Navy  submarines,  but  also  for  private  interests,  are  working 
with  an  increased  force  and  have  more  orders  than  for  some  time  past.  The  re- 
mainder  of  the  industrial  field  shows  and  appears  to  be  hold'mg  healthy  gains. 

The  maritime  acdvities  in  the  port  of  New  London  show  marked  improvement. 
At  present  at  least  one  vessel  per  week  arrives  for  loading  and  departs  for  South 
America  or  European  ports.  Many  of  these  vessels  load  Canadian  wheat  which  has 
been  shipped  over  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad,  a  subsidiary  of  the  Grand  Trunk. 
This  road  has  not  been  afifiected  by  embargo  and  therefore  latge  quantities  of 
Alight  have  come  to  the  New  London  terminal  for  shipment.  In  one  day  132  car- 
loads  of  Buick  automobiles  arrived  for  shipment  to  South  America  and  Baltic  and 
Mediterranean  Ports. 

The  final  touches  are  just  being  put  on  the  new  concrete  road  known  as  the  New 
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London-Hartford  turnpike.  With  the  completion  of  this  road,  New  London  is 
favored  with  being  a  terminus  of  the  longest  modem  concrete  highway  in  New 
England.  The  concrete  roadway  is  45  miles  long.  This  road  opens  up  a  new  territory 
for  New  London  as  heretofore  due  to  lack  of  good  highways  the  territory  northwest 
of  the  city  has  been  practically  closed.  Already  a  noticeable  ^ount  of  trading  in 
farm  produce  is  apparent  as  well  as  much  new  retail  trade  for  the  local  merchants. 

The  increase  in  kilowatt  hours  sold  and  gas  delivered,  ^2  P^  ^^^^^  '^^  i^^  P^ 
cent  respectively,  reflect  the  prosperity  of  the  company's  business.  A  decrease  in  the 
number  of  meters  in  service  was  caused  by  the  closing  of  many  homes  at  Ocean 
Beach.  The  commercial  department  reports  a  good  month. 

Messrs.  Bird,  Trull  and  Curran  attended  the  American  Gas  Association 
G>nvention  at  Atlantic  City  during  the  past  month. 

Mr.  Clifford  Trull,  our  assistant  treasurer,  announces  the  birth  of  a  son,  born 
in  the  early  part  of  the  month. 

Messrs.  Eastman,  Baker,  and  Daboll  attended  the  Gas  Metermens'  Con- 
ference at  Fall  River  on  November  8,  1922.  They  were  attendants  also  at  the 
minstrel  show  given  by  the  employees  of  the  Fall  River  Gas  Works  Company. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  CoPoCo  Service  Club  was  held  on  Hallowe'en  night. 
The  business  meeting  which  was  held  during  the  early  part  of  the  evening  resulted 
in  the  election  of  the  following  officers  for  the  coming  year: 

Oakah  L.  Jones,  president;  Harold  Sheehan,  vice-president;  Ralph  Gillette, 
secretary;  Harold  Eastman,  treasurer;  Charles  Hamblen,  Hilton  Kbnney, 
board  of  governors. 

After  the  business  meeting  dancing  was  enjoyed.  The  usual  Hallowe'en  festivities 
savored  with  apples,  doughnuts,  and  cider  made  the  evening  complete  from  a 
sociable  viewpoint. 

Rehearsals  for  Christmas  carol  singing  commenced  during  November  so  that  a 
favorable  showing  should  be  made  at  the  Christmas  party. 

Mr.  O.  L.  Jones  was  in  Canaan  for  several  days  this  month. 

Mr.  a.  L.  Kebbe  sat  in  with  the  Customers'  Relations  Committee  of  the  Na^ 
donal  Electric  Light  Association  which  recently  held  a  meeting  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Fred  Cloen,  of  the  Paducah  Electric  Company,  visited  New  London  during 
the  month. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Roberts,  of  the  Duro  Pump  Company,  is  spending  a  few  weeks  in 
New  London  introducing  the  Duro  water  system  for  rural  homes. 

Mr.  a.  L.  Kebbe,  sales  manager,  has  added  another  duty  to  his  already  heavy 
burdens.  Recently  he  gave  his  first  lecture  on  "Electricity  in  the  Home"  before  a 
class  in  domestic  science  at  the  Connecticut  College  for  Women. 

New  York,  November  28 

Mr.  Henry  R.  Hayes  has  been  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Public  Service 
Securities  Committee  of  the  Investment  Bankers  Association  of  America. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Powell  who  sailed  on  the  Majestic  on  October  28,  with  Major  and 
Mrs.  Frederick  Pope,  to  make  a  general  investigation  of  power  plants,  etc.,  in 
Europe,  was  taken  seriously  ill  shordy  after  his  arrival  in  France  and  has  been  at  the 
American  Hospital,  Neuilly.  Mrs.  E.  B.  Powell  sailed  on  the  AquUania  on  November 
14  following  cable  advices  received.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  recent  cables  from  the 
physician  in  charge  of  Mr.  Powell,  indicate  a  slow  but  continued  improvement  in 
his  condition. 

Mr.  Thomas  F.  Devaney,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Engineering  Division,  now 
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connected  with  Ulen  &  Company,  on  their  Shandaken  Tunnel  work,  AUaben,  N.  Y., 
was  married  in  New  York  City  on  Saturday,  November  1 1, 1912,  to  Mrs.  Lottie  L. 
Driscoll.  An  attractive  reception  and  dance  was  given  by  Ulen  &  Company  in 
honor  of  Mr.  and  Mas.  Dbvaney  at  their  Company  Hall,  Allaben,  N.  Y.,  on 
Saturday  evening,  November  25. 

Paducah,  Kv.,  November  20 

Every  factory  in  Paducah  is  in  operation  and  all  are  running  full  forces  with  some 
of  them  contemplating  additions  to  their  forces.  Contract  for  the  Irvin  S.  Cobb 
Cigar  Company's  new  factory  unit  at  Third  and  Elizabeth  streets  has  been  awarded 
and  work  will  commence  immediately.  Machinery  has  arrived  for  the  new  Claussner 
Hosiery  Mill  and  most  of  it  is  installed.  This  plant  will  be  in  full  operation  about 
Christmas.  Contracts  have  been  let  for  the  new  175,000  factory  of  the  Paducah  Ice 
Manufacturing  Company,  in  Littlesville  near  the  Union  Depot,  and  excavating 
started.  This  plant  will  be  completed  and  ready  for  operation  about  April  i,  1923 
and  will  be  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  ice  plants  in  the  South.  The  connected  load  of 
this  plant  will  be  approximately  400  horsepower,  and  will  replace  two  steam  plants 
that  this  company  is  now  operating. 

Four  steamboats  are  being  repaired  on  the  docks  of  the  Ayer-Lord  Tie  Company. 
Other  work  is  awaiting  turn  at  the  marine  ways.  River  business  is  enjoying  a 
stimulus  at  this  time  and  much  repair  work  for  boats  has  been  contracted.  Work  is 
rapidly  progressing  on  the  new  storage  tanks  and  warehouse  of  the  Gulf  Refining 
Company,  at  Third  and  Elizabeth  streets. 

F.  W.  Olcott,  of  Fulton,  Ky.,  has  opened  a  new  grinding  and  machine  shop  at 
122  Kentucky  Avenue  and  it  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  equipped  plants  of  its 
kind  in  western  Kentucky. 

Retail  and  wholesale  dealers  report  active  Fall  purchasing  in  all  lines.  Approxi- 
mately 50,000  people  attended  the  Paducah-McCracken  County  FaU  Exposition 
and  retail  trade  was  greatly  stimulated  by  this  influx  of  people  from  the  surrounding 
territory. 

The  Lighting  Company's  balance  for  Reserves  and  Surplus  for  October  was 
over  the  corresponding  month  last  year.  The  Railway  Company's  balance  for 
Reserves  and  Surplus  was  also  over  the  corresponding  month  last  year. 

The  prompt  payment  discount  on  electric  and  gas  bills,  which  was  temporarily 
withdrawn  during  August  and  September,  and  part  of  October,  was  re-established 
on  bills  mailed  after  October  25. 

Building  contractors  are  completing  a  number  of  new  residences.  There  has  been 
no  cessation  of  building,  the  construction  wave  which  swept  over  Paducah  in  the 
early  Spring  having  gained  impetus  steadily,  making  1922  a  banner  year  for  new 
homes  in  Paducah. 

Labor  conditions  here  at  present  are  the  best  the  city  has  ever  known. 

A  co-operative  association  of  the  dark  tobacco  growers  has  been  recently  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  pooling  the  crop  in  this  district  in  order  to  market  collectively  and 
thereby  obtain  higher  market  prices  for  their  product.  Over  70  per  cent  of  the 
acreage  in  western  Kentucky  has  already  been  signed  up  and  it  is  estimated  by  the 
leaders  in  the  movement  that  it  will  increase  the  normal  revenue  to  the  district 
approximately  three  million  dollars  annually. 

Announcement  has  been  made  by  the  Cumberland  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company  of  their  intention  to  make  improvements  to  cost  approximately  ^25^000 
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to  their  lines  and  equipment  in  the  residential  district  west  of  the  dty  in  the  spring 
of  1913. 

Mr.  a.  S.  Nichols,  manager,  made  a  short  business  trip  to  Chicago  on  Nov.  13. 

Ma.  F.  Cloen,  general  superintendent  of  the  Electric  Company,  left  Paducah  on 
November  4  to  vbit  the  Boston  office  and  several  of  the  New  England  companies. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Trombla,  who  has  been  engaged  in  publicity  work  for  these  companies, 
was  recently  transferred  to  a  similar  position  in  the  Boston  office.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Trombla  and  daughter  Janice  left  Paducah  on  November  12  for  their  home  in 
Amesbury,  Mass.  Prior  to  their  departure  the  employees  gathered  in  the  manager's 
office  to  bid  them  farewell  and  to  present  Mrs.  Trombla  with  a  silver  coffee  service 
as  a  token  of  their  friendship. 

Mr.  B.  E.  Van  Vliet  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Walters  recently  completed  a  periodical 
audit  of  the  books  of  these  companies. 

On  November  3  a  dinner-dance  was  held  by  the  Elec-Trac  Club  at  their  club 
house  at  Wallace  Park.  After  dinner,  the  floor  was  cleared  and  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  spent  in  dancing.  Music  was  furnished  by  an  eight-piece  orchestra.  The 
party  was  well  attended  by  club  members  and  their  families,  as  well  as  a  few  in- 
vited guests. 

Mr.  a.  S.  Nichols,  manager,  addressed  the  Rotary,  Lions,  and  Exchange  Qubs 
during  the  month  on  the  subject  of  "Conditions  in  Europe."  He  also  spoke  to  the 
Retail  Merchants'  Association  on  the  subject  of  "Problems  of  Public  Utilities." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Gordon  spent  10  days  in  Paducah  during  the  month  visiting 
their  son,  Roger  Gordon,  sales  manager  of  the  Electric  Company.  Mr.  Gordon 
is  superintendent  of  the  Hamilton,  111.,  Division  of  the  Keokuk  Electric  Company, 
Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Pawtuckbt,  R.  I.,  November  24 

During  November,  local  industries  have  experienced  a  marked  improvement.  The 
rising  price  of  cotton  has  stimulated  the  demand  for  cotton  yarn  and  cloth  resulting 
in  increased  activities  in  practically  all  the  textile  manufacturing  concerns  in  our 
territory. 

The  nut  and  bolt  manufacturers  are  experiencing  the  best  business  in  their 
history  with  no  sign  of  any  cessation  of  new  orders.  The  cotton  machinery  business, 
while  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  shows  some  signs  of  falling  off.  These  plants, 
however,  are  still  operating  on  a  full  time  basis.  The  silk  manufacturing  plants  are 
experiencing  better  business  which  points  to  a  steadier  operation  of  these  plants  in 
the  future. 

In  general,  local  manufacturers  have  been  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition  during 
the  month  and  business  seems  to  have  reached  a  more  stable  condition  with  these 
concerns. 

Local  retail  merchants  report  improvement  in  business  and  steady  gains  are 
shown  in  fall  sales  with  a  good  prospect  for  a  large  Christmas  business.  The 
settlement  of  labor  difficulties  has  had  a  marked  effect  in  improvement  of  business  of 
retail  merchants. 

The  improvement  in  the  local  textile  situation  has  produced  a  marked  effect  in 
increasing  the  company's  business,  and  earnings  from  sale  of  power  are  showing  a 
decided  increase.  Steady  gains  have  continued  throughout  the  year  in  lighting 
business  and  in  view  of  the  large  amount  of  building  going  on  and  activities  in 
wiring  old  houses,  we  feel  that  the  lighting  business  will  show  steady  increases. 
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During  the  month  of  October  there  was  a  gain  of  308  meters  in  the  Pawtucket 
electric  division* 

L4uge  manufacturing  concerns  to  whom  we  sell  power  are  now  operating  at 
practically  maximum  load  during  the  day  dme  and  also  operating  night  shifts.  The 
Crown  Manufacturing  Company  is  now  maintaining  a  production  of  about  90  per 
cent  normal  The  Dexter  Yam  Company  are  operating  about  80  per  cent  of  their 
machines  on  a  day  shift  and  in  a  few  departments  are  doing  night  work.  The  Way- 
poyset  Manufacturing  Company,  producers  of  cotton  and  silk  shirtings,  have  been 
operating  on  a  night  basb  for  some  time  with  practically  a  maximum  output  during 
the  day  time. 

The  tendency  of  night  operation  to  increase  has  become  very  evident  during  the 
past  few  weeks.  More  than  50  per  cent  of  the  various  textile,  worsted  and  woven 
fabric  concerns  are  on  a  day  and  night  operating  schedule. 

The  Potter  Fine  Spinning  Company  are  planning  the  installadon  of  80  new 
spinning  frames  which  will  mean  an  addidonal  load  at  this  plant  of  300  kilowatts. 
The  H.  &  B.  American  Machine  Company  has  recently  shut  down  its  main  700 
horsepower  steam  engine  and  are  now  taking  their  entire  power  and  lighting 
requirements  from  this  company. 

We  have  reached  a  maximum  load  at  Pawtucket  of  18,390  kilowatt  which  is 
somewhat  better  than  we  had  expected  in  view  of  the  extremely  poor  conditions 
existing  earlier  in  the  year. 

The  improvement  in  industries  and  large  amount  of  building  in  residential 
sections  have  produced  a  steady  increase  in  gas  sales  and  an  increase  of  approxi- 
mately  20  per  cent  has  been  maintained  over  the  previous  year. 

Building  in  residential  sections  still  continues  to  improve  and  in  practically  all 
sections  of  the  city  new  homes  and  tenements  are  being  constructed.  This  class  of 
building  has  a  decided  and  permanent  effect  on  our  lighting  business  and  indications 
are  that  Pawtucket  has  not  reached  the  full  development  of  its  residential  building. 

The  H.  &  B.  American  Machine  Company  are  adding  another  story  to  thdr 
machine  shop  building  and  this  company  also  has  plans  for  a  new  foundry  to  be 
built  in  the  near  future.  The  J.  &  P.  Coats  Company  are  constructing  a  new  section 
of  mill  which  is  under  progress  at  the  present  time. 

There  is  a  decided  shortage  of  skilled  first-class  textile  labor  due  chiefly  to  the 
recent  strike  which  forced  the  mills  to  employ  less  skilled  hands,  and  we  understand 
the  mills  are  having  some  difliculty  in  getting  sufficient  labor  to  increase  operation 
at  night.  There  is  also  a  shortage  of  labor  in  the  machine  manufacturing  business 
and  recendy  some  of  the  smaller  concerns  have  had  to  make  small  advances  in 
wages  to  prevent  rapid  turnover  of  their  working  forces. 

At  meetings  of  the  Boards  of  Directors  of  the  Pawtucket  Gas  Company  and  the 
Blackstone  Valley  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  November  i  and  2,  Mr.  William 
McGregor  was  elected  vice-president  of  both  companies.  Mr.  Gardner  Rogers 
was  appointed  manager  of  both  companies;  and  Mr.  Rollin  Buckminster  was 
appointed  assistant  manager  of  The  Pawtucket  Gas  Company. 

The  annual  Hallowe'en  Party  of  the  Gas  and  Electric  Club  was  held  on  Tuesday 
evening,  October  31  in  Grand  Army  Hall.  Appropriate  games  and  dancing  were 
indulged  in,  followed  by  refreshments  of  the  real  old-fashioned  kind.  The  a£Fair 
was  a  pronounced  success  and  proved  that  the  new  regime  of  club  officers  are  on  the 
job  in  earnest. 

The  baseball  players  and  fans  of  the  Gas  and  Electric  Club  of  Pawtucket  attended 
a  banquet  held  November  6  under  the  auspices  of  the  Baseball  League.  A  silver 
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loving  cup  appropriately  inscribed,  which  was  donated  by  the  Winchester  Store, 
was  presented  to  the  Tidewater  Street  Nine,  winners  of  the  pennant.  Our  guests  of 
the  evening  were  Gardner  Rogers,  manager,  Rolun  Buckminster,  assistant 
manager  and  Robert  Johnston,  president  of  the  Employees'  Club.  Joseph 
GiLLAHAN  was  toastmaster,  and  one  of  the  features  of  the  evening  was  the  im- 
promptu musical  program  in  which  most  of  the  guests  took  part.  Mr.  £.  S.  Roberts 
entertained  with  piano  selections.  The  committee  in  charge  of  the  banquet  were 
Messrs.  Joseph  Callahan,  Rot  Milne,  W.  T.  Sherman  and  Clinton  Thorell. 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Reid,  assistant  general  manager  of  the  Bureau  of  Safety  of 
Chicago,  recently  spent  five  days  going  over  the  property  of  the  Blackstone  Valley 
Company  and  The  Pawtucket  Gas  Company,  interviewing  the  official  staffs  of  the 
two  companies  in  the  interests  of  safety  for  their  employees  and  the  public 

As  a  culmination  of  Mr.  Reid's  visit  a  Central  Safety  Committee  for  the  two 
companies  was  organized,  the  first  meeting  of  this  committee  being  held  on  Thurs- 
day, November  i6,  at  which  time  plans  were  formulated  for  a  systematic  and 
continuous  safety  program  to  be  carried  on  by  the  two  companies.  Following  the 
meeting  a  dinner  was  held  in  the  Distribution  Building,  at  which  Mr.  Reid  ad- 
dressed the  officials  and  department  heads  of  both  companies  on  safety  problems  in 
our  organization.  There  were  about  45  present  at  this  meeting. 

A  Safety  Council  to  be  known  as  the  Pawtucket-Central  Falls  Safety  Council  for 
Industrial  and  Coummunity  Safety  has  recently  been  formed  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Mr.  Rollin  Buckminster,  assistant  manager  of  The 
Gas  Company,  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Committee  in  charge  of  this  CounciL 

On  Wednesday  evening,  November  15a  large  party  from  our  companies  attended 
the  minstrel  show  at  Fall  River  which  was  given  by  the  Fall  River  Gas  Company. 
The  trip  was  made  by  machines  and  everyone  who  attended  the  show  said  they 
spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening. 

The  first  educational  meeting  of  the  Gas  and  Electric  Employees'  Club  was  held 
on  Thursday  evening,  November  23.  After  the  short  business  meeting  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  club  joined  in  the  community  singing  under  the  leadership  of  Chester 
Stackpole  of  the  sales  department.  The  speaker  of  the  evening  was  Mr.  L.  H. 
Howe  of  the  Boston  Edison  Company  who  addressed  the  club  on  the  work  done  by 
the  Boston  Edison  Company  Loyalty  Committee  and  the  Edison  Employees'  Club. 
After  this  talk  refreshments  were  served  and  general  dancing  was  enjoyed  the  latter 
part  of  the  evening. 

On  November  22  and  23  a  meeting  of  the  Southern  New  England  Division 
Managers  was  held  at  the  offices  of  The  Pawtucket  Gas  Company.  Those  in 
attendance  at  this  meeting  were  Messrs.  H.  T.  Edgar,  division  manager,  M.  L. 
Sperry,  district  manager,  J.  B.  Hayes,  A.  S.  Pratt  and  N.  H.  Daniels  of  the 
Boston  office;  William  McGregor,  vice-president,  and  managers  Gardner 
Rogers,  Rolun  Buckminster,  E.  L.  Miluken,  Joseph  E.  Nute,  V.  E.  Bird, 
H.  E.  Lyles,  a.  a.  Packard.  On  Thursday  Mr.  R.  A.  PETTENoiLL,of  the  Boston 
office,  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  work  of  the  stationery  and  printing  depart- 
ment, which  was  of  much  interest  to  all  present. 

Mr.  G.  a.  Stiness,  assistant  treasurer,  was  recently  elected  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Pawtucket-Central  Falls  Council  of  Boy  Scouts. 

Mr.  William  McGregor  was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Sayles 
Memorial  Hospital  at  its  recent  meeting. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Hilton,  assistant  sales  manager,  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club  which  has  just  been  organized  in  Pawtucket. 
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Dr.  T.  a.  Miohill  has  recently  come  to  Pawtucket  to  conduct  special  research 
work  for  The  Pawtucket  Gas  Company. 

Ma.  RoLUN  H.  Pbrlbt,  who  joined  our  sales  department  about  ten  years  ago, 
left  us  on  November  i  to  accept  a  position  as  outside  representative  of  the  Duro 
Pump  G>mpany,  located  in  Providence. 

Mr.  John  O'Neill,  operator  at  Number  i  station,  recently  announced  the  birth 
of  a  son,  John  C. 

Mr.  William  B.  Nichols,  electrician,  who  was  the  victim  of  a  serious  accident 
last  June,  has  improved  sufficiently  to  permit  his  reporting  for  duty,  and  is  at 
present  doing  clerical  work  in  the  sution. 

Mr.  Albert  Calvert  has  thoroughly  recovered  from  his  attack  of  typhoid  fever 
and  has  again  taken  up  his  dudes  in  the  engineering  department. 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  November  24 

For  the  first  time  in  several  years  all  of  the  principal  local  industries  are  operating 
at  full  capacity.  The  Pensacola  Creosoting  Company  has  increased  the  size  of  its 
plant  preparing  to  take  care  of  business  in  1923,  double  that  of  1922.  The  Weis- 
Patterson  Company,  manufacturing  cypress  lumber  is  working  to  the  limit  of  its 
capacity  and  reports  that  they  are  behind  on  orders.  This  plant  ships  over  our  line 
about  100  cars  of  freight  per  month.  The  Newport  Company  manufacturing  turpen- 
tine and  rosin  has  an  output  exceeding  any  rime  in  their  history  and  a  ready  market 
for  practically  all  of  their  product.  The  Naval  Air  Station  is  constructing  a  laige 
landing  field  for  land  plane  work.  When  this  b  completed,  this  station  will  become 
one  of  the  principal  land  plane  stations  in  the  country. 

Prosperous  conditions  in  the  rural  districts  surrounding  Pensacola  are  pointing  to 
steadily  improving  wholesale  conditions.  Lumber,  naval  stores  and  agricultural 
crops  are  bringing  comparatively  good  prices  resuldng  in  good  business  for  local 
wholesalers.  Retail  merchants  report  satisfactory  fall  business  up  to  date. 

Light  and  power  conditions  are  satisfactory.  Power  stadon  output  during  October 
was  almost  as  high  as  ever  recorded  and  the  indicadons  are  that  this  will  be  exceeded 
in  November.  Freight  business  on  the  railway  for  November,  December  and  Janu- 
ary will  be  normal  due  to  temporary  business.  Permanent  institudons  established 
on  the  Bayshore  Line  during  the  past  year  will  assure  us  that  our  freight  business 
will  never  drop  back  to  the  small  amount  that  has  been  customary  in  past  years. 

A  real  estate  firm  has  taken  over  a  considerable  area  in  the  West  Hill  district 
which  will  be  sub-divided  into  lots  and  sold. 

Employment  condidons  in  this  territory  are  getting  more  stable  and  steady.  It  is 
reported  that  there  is  an  actual  scarcity  of  labor  in  lumber  and  naval  stores  operadon 
in  the  rural  districts.  This  condition  is  brought  on  by  the  fact  that  the  harvesdng 
season  is  on  and  parctically  all  the  rural  populadon  is  busy  getting  in  crops.  The 
large  amount  of  highway  work  in  process  is  also  taking  a  substandal  number  of 
laborers  from  other  lines. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Shine,  who  were  married  on  October  17,  have  returned  from 
their  honeymoon.  They  spent  the  month  visidng  in  north  Georgia  and  in  Kentucky. 

Miss  Ethel  Eters  is  spending  her  vacadon  with  her  sisters  in  Illinois. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  E.  Milliken  have  returned  from  an  automobile  trip  to  their 
old  home  in  Savannah,  Georgia.  They  report  good  roads  all  of  the  way  and  a  most 
satisfactory  journey. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Murray,  the  wife  of  our  assistant  treasurer,  is  expected  in  Pensacola 
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early  in  December.  Since  the  transfer  of  Mr.  Murray  to  Pensacola  from  Reno, 
Mrs.  Murray  has  been  visiting  her  family  in  Austin,  Texas. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Holtzclaw  has  returned  to  Pensacola  from  Waynesville,  N.  C,  where 
she  spent  the  summer.  Mrs.  Holtzclaw  has  entirely  recovered  from  the  illness 
from  which  she  has  suffered  for  several  years. 

Ponce,  P.  R.,  November  14 

Industrial  activities  are  very  low,  but  it  is  expected  that  this  condition  will  change 
favorably  very  soon,  as  the  sugar  and  coffee  crops  will  commence  during  the  next 
few  months.  There  has  been  however,  a  marked  improvement  in  commercial 
activities  recently  due  to  the  large  number  of  handmade  blouse  shops. 

As  this  is  the  off-season  for  sugar  and  coffee,  which  products  are  the  principal  of 
this  island,  wholesale  business  is  poor  and  consequently  no  large  wholesale  ship- 
ments are  being  made.  Retail  business,  however,  has  improved  somewhat. 

The  outlook  of  the  company  for  the  future  is  encouraging,  as  the  connection  with 
the  American  Railroad  G}mpany's  track  will  increase  freight  business  somewhat. 

Quite  a  number  of  small  houses  are  being  built  in  the  outskirts  of  the  dty,  but 
with  the  exception  of  one  bank  building,  there  is  no  other  important  commercial 
building  going  on. 

Common  labor  rates  are  still  low,  and  it  is  expected  that  laborers  will  be  paid 
f  i.oo  a  day  for  this  year's  sugar  and  coffee  crops. 

There  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  rain  during  this  month,  which  has  considerably 
aided  the  irrigation  of  fields  dedicated  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  coffee  and  other 
products  of  minor  importance.  This  rain  has  kept  the  rivers  filled,  and  has  also 
induced  the  planters  to  cultivate  more  land. 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Keen,  manager,  has  returned  from  the  States,  where  he  attended 
the  managers'  convention  held  in  Boston,  during  the  early  part  of  October.  While 
there,  he  visited  friends  in  Connecticut  and  his  family  in  Maine. 

Reno,  Nev.,  November  25 

The  largest  wholesale  grocer  in  the  city  reports  that  average  prices  are  rising 
and  that  conditions  are  continuing  favorably.  The  reduced  freight  rates  which  were 
to  be  put  into  effect,  as  mentioned  in  a  previous  letter,  become  effective  today 
within  the  state,  and  this  will  tend  to  increase  shipment  from  local  wholesale  con- 
cerns. It  also  means  that  present  business  will  be  shipped  by  freight  instead  of 
parcel  post  as  in  the  past. 

It  is  felt  generally  that  money  conditions  are  becoming  a  little  tighter,  but 
locally,  due  to  the  taxes  coming  in  at  this  time,  the  banks  will  have  a  little  surplus 
cash  temporarily. 

During  the  past  month,  the  Spearhead  Mining  Company  in  the  Silver  City  Dis- 
trict has  shown  considerable  activity,  and  has  ordered  three  50  kilowatt  transform- 
ers to  be  installed  at  an  early  date.  Also,  the  Buckeye  Mining  Company  has  started 
to  unwater  their  mine  preparatory  to  further  development.  The  Gold  Canyon 
Dredging  Company  moved  the  largest  amount  of  material  last  month  that  it  has  so 
far  to  date.  Judging  from  the  amount  of  power  used,  this  dredge  is  now  working  in 
better  ground  than  it  has  in  the  past.  The  United  Comstock  Mines  Company  is 
increasing  its  load  gradually,  although  it  is  not  yet  running  at  full  capacity.  The 
company  is  getting  ready  to  build  a  transmission  line  to  a  new  rock  crushing  plant, 
which  is  situated  in  a  canyon  approximately  %Yt  miles  east  of  Reno.  This  plant  will 
have  a  connected  load  of  150  horsepower  and  expects  to  be  operating  by  the  first  of 
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the  year.  The  Middle  Mines  Group  in  Virginia  City  and  the  Flowery  Group  in  the 
Six  Mik  Ctnyon,  are  continuing  to  operate  as  in  the  past,  with  no  immediate 
prospects  of  incr«uing  their  work. 

There  b  not  much  change  over  last  month  in  regard  to  the  market  fcv  real  estate. 
The  plans  ior  the  new  Junior  High  School  are  completed  and  the  contract  will  be 
let  for  this  building  in  the  near  future.  The  cost  of  this  school  will  be  |2oo,ooo  and 
will  be  one  of  the  most  modern  in  the  state. 

The  elevation  of  Lake  Tahoe  on  November  22  was  6,225.31  which  is  .63  of  a  foot 
higher  than  on  the  same  day  a  year  ago.  The  precipitation  at  the  lake  during  the 
past  month  exceeds  the  normal,  and  the  depth  of  snow  now  at  the  Lake  is  approxi^ 
mately  eleven  inches,  with  a  depth  of  several  feet  at  the  summit  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada  mountains. 

Mr.  Howard  F.  Neill  and  Mr.  Btron  Stevens,  auditors  from  the  Boston 
office,  are  now  making  their  yearly  examination  of  our  books,  and  will  probably  be 
with  us  for  at  least  another  week. 

Ethel  M.  Rae  has  been  employed  as  stenographer,  taking  the  place  of  Miss 
PoRCHER,  who  is  resigning  to  be  married  next  month. 

Mr.  Bissel,  of  the  auditing  department  of  the  Boston  office,  was  a  visitor  for  a 
few  days  during  the  early  part  of  the  month.  Mr.  A.  R.  Keene  was  also  a  Reno 
visitor  for  a  few  days  the  early  part  of  the  week. 

Miss  Bessie  Jones  and  Mr.  Chas.  W.  Fair  are  now  spending  their  vacations  on 
the  Coast. 

Mr.  Neill  and  Mr.  Mason  went  on  a  duck  hunting  expedition  last  Sunday, 
but  were  not  very  successful. 

Mr.  Wentworth  left  for  San  Francisco  last  night  to  attend  the  California- 
Stanford  football  game.  He  expects  to  return  the  first  of  the  week. 

The  Nevada  University  football  team  closed  its  season  yesterday  with  a  game 
with  Santa  Clara  College  of  California,  with  a  score  of  7-7.  Last  week  Nevada 
scored  twice  on  the  crack  California  team,  being  one  of  two  colleges  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  which  scored  more  than  once  on  this  team.  Santa  Clara  College  which  Nevada 
played  yesterday,  was  the  other  team  scoring  twice  against  California. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  November  20 

The  improved  conditions  existing  in  the  general  industrial  situation  in  Savannah 
which  have  been  noted  during  the  fall  months  continue  with  very  little  change.  The 
fertilizer  factories  have  not  decreased  their  operation,  and  pracdcally  all  of  the 
cotton  oil  mills  are  now  running.  As  is  the  pracdce  during  this  time  of  the  year,  the 
Sugar  Refinery  has  shut  down  for  repairs,  and  overhauling  of  its  machinery. 

During  the  month  of  October,  1922, 78  ships  entered  the  port  of  Savannah  with  a 
total  tonnage  of  211,858.  Of  this  amount  the  total  tonnage  of  American  ships  was 
179,593.  In  October,  1921,  only  67  ships  entered  the  port  with  a  total  tonnage  o  f 

174,965. 

The  custom  receipts  for  October,  1922,  amounted  to  1311,937  showing  a  laige 
decrease  as  compared  to  September,  due  chiefly  to  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of  raw 
sugar  received  in  the  port.  However,  October,  1922,  receipts  show  a  considerable 
increase  over  those  of  October,  1921. 

The  cotton  exports  from  Savannah  since  August  i,  1922,  amount  to  134,868  bales 
in  comparison  with  254,400  bales  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

In  naval  stores  exports,  the  shipments  of  turpenrine  since  April  i,  1922,  amount 
to  23,909  casks  of  turpentine  in  comparison  with  32,000 for  the  same  period  in  1921, 
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while  the  exports  of  rosin  were  139,465  barrels  as  compared  with  1 14,930  barrels 
during  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

The  gross  receipts  of  cotton  since  August  i,  1922,  amount  to  227,674  bales  in 
comparison  with  342,015  bales  for  the  same  period  in  192 1. 

The  naval  stores  receipts  for  the  month  of  October,  1922,  amount  to  10^473  casks 
of  turpentine  and  36,804  barrels  of  rosin.  The  naval  stores  receipts  since  April  i, 
1922,  amount  to  86,504  casks  of  turpentine  and  277^439  barrels  of  rosin  in  compari- 
son  with  83,955  casks  of  turpentine  and  243,407  barrels  of  rosin  for  the  correspond- 
ing period  last  year. 

Since  September  i,  1922,  a  total  of  18,303,000  feet  of  lumber  has  been  shipped 
from  Savannah — of  which  amount  3,943,000  feet  were  shipped  to  foreign  ports. 

Although  there  has  been  some  improvement  in  local  industries,  the  general 
business  conditions  in  Savannah  continue  unsatisfactory.  The  local  retail  merchants 
report  business  as  slack,  and  that  the  sale  of  fall  goods  is  very  light — due  presumably 
to  the  warm  weather  which  has  prevailed  for  several  weeks. 

The  output  of  our  generating  plants  for  the  first  19  days  of  November,  1922,  shows 
a  considerable  increase  over  the  corresponding  period  in  October,  and  is  larger  than 
that  of  the  first  19  days  of  any  month  during  the  past  12  months.  Thb  increase  is  due 
primarily  to  the  improved  conditions  in  the  fertilizer  industry  and  also  to  the 
continued  operation  of  the  cotton  oil  mills.  With  the  exception  of  the  curtailment  in 
the  operation  of  the  Sugar  Refinery,  the  outlook  for  the  light  and  power  department 
for  the  next  few  months  is  bright. 

There  have  been  several  valuable  real  estate  transfers  during  the  month,  and  a 
large  number  of  new  houses  are  now  under  construction.  Plans  are  being  made  for 
the  construction  of  a  two-story  brick  building  at  the  comer  of  Oglethorpe  Avenue 
and  Whitaker  Street  and  another  two-story  structure  on  Whitaker  Street  between 
Oglethorpe  Avenue  and  York  Lane.  Preliminary  work  has  been  started  on  the  foun- 
dation for  the  Second  Bapdst  Church  to  be  built  at  Bull  and  Anderson  streets. 

It  is  reported  that  John  M.  Geary,  superintendent  of  construction  of  the  United 
States  Public  Buildings  will  recommend  a  new  building  to  be  erected  or  an  annex  be 
constructed  to  relieve  the  congested  conditions  in  the  post  ofiice.  Labor  of  all 
classes  is  plentiful. 

Mr.  C.  F.  W.  Wetterer,  division  manager,  paid  us  a  short  visit  during  the  early 
part  of  the  month. 

Mr.  £.  T.  Smith,  master  mechanic,  spent  several  days  in  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
recently,  and  also  made  a  brief  business  trip  to  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Savannah  Electric  Benefit  Association  was  held  on 
November  i  in  the  Casino  at  Thunderbolt  with  a  very  large  attendance.  The  usual 
business  was  transacted — after  which  community  singing  was  indulged  in  under  the 
leadership  of  John  Dyer.  A  very  enjoyable  entertainment  was  then  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  transportation  department.  Among  the  numbers  on  the  program 
were  a  vocal  selection  with  piano  accompaniment  by  the  Misses  Smith,  daughters 
of  W.  D.  Smith,  operator;  readings  by  Miss  Mary  Thorn;  songs  by  J.  S.  Morel, 
motorman;  a  comedy  sketch  by  T.  M.  Waters,  operator;  and  song  by  the  Misses 
Dixon,  daughters  of  R.  H.  Dixon,  motorman. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Brooks,  manager,  made  a  short  business  trip  to  Atlanta  during  the 
month. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Purse,  superintendent  of  installation,  has  returned  from  his  vacation 
which  he  spent  in  North  Georgia. 

Work  has  been  started  on  the  construction  of  the  track  and  overhead  south  on 
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Ott  Street  from  Anderson  to  Thirty-Fourth,  and  thence  on  Thirty-Fourth  Street  to 
the  present  Daffin  Park  Line  on  Waters  Road. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Bird,  railway  superintendent,  was  in  Jacksonville  several  days  during 
the  month  attending  a  meeting  of  a  committee  on  transportation  rules. 

Mr.  p.  B.  Myrick,  paymaster,  announced  the  birth  of  a  son.  Pen  B.  Jr.,  on 
November  i. 

To  promote  further  interest  in  the  reduction  of  accidents,  a  safety  contest  has 
been  inaugurated  in  the  transportation  department.  Six  teams  have  been  formed, 
designated  by  certain  colors,  and  the  captains  for  the  teams  have  been  selected.  The 
winner  of  the  contest  is  to  be  decided  each  month,  and  will  be  the  team  with  the 
fewest  number  of  points  charged  against  it. 

Sydney,  N.  S.,  November  15 

Operations  at  the  steel  plant  in  Sydney  and  the  coal  mines  of  the  Glace  Bay  and 
Sydney  Mines  Districts  have  been  such  during  the  past  month  that  everyone  is 
looking  forward  to  happier  times  in  Cape  Breton.  The  October  production  of  pig 
iron  and  outputs  from  all  other  departments  of  the  steel  plant  show  very  substantial 
increases  over  the  previous  months.  During  the  month  29,074  tons  of  steel  were 
produced  from  the  open  hearth  furnaces.  This  marks  a  new  high  record,  the  best 
previous  output  having  been  25,398  tons  in  October,  1906. 

October  coal  output  of  the  Nova  Scoria  Steel  &  G)al  G^mpany,  and  the  Dominion 
G)al  G>mpany  Collieries  was  329,069  tons,  representing  an  increase  of  51,081  tons 
over  September,  1922,  and  66,078  tons  over  October,  1921. 

Mr.  £.  P.  Merrill,  for  the  past  three  years  general  manager  of  the  Dominion 
Iron  &  Steel  Company,  Limited,  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  Limited,  and  the 
Nova  Scotia  Steel  &  Coal  Company,  Limited,  resigned  hb  position  during  the  early 
part  of  November  to  take  over  new  duties  as  general  manager  of  sales  for  the  Steel 
Companies  comprising  the  British  Empire  Steel  Corporation,  Limited,  with  head- 
quarters in  Montreal.  For  the  present  at  least  Mr.  W.  H.  Bischoff,  general  superin- 
tendent of  the  Dominion  Iron  and  Steel  Company,  Limited,  will  be  in  active  charge 
of  the  steel  companies,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  McCann,  assistant  general  manager  of  the 
Dominion  Coal  Company,  Limited,  will  occupy  a  corresponding  position  in  con- 
nection with  the  coal  mines  of  the  British  Empire  Steel  Corporation,  Limited.  The 
British  Empire  Steel  Corporation,  it  is  understood,  has  recentiy  arranged  for  an 
issue  of  Dominion  Iron  &  Steel  Company  bonds  to  the  extent  of  14,500,000. 

Active  construction  work  has  b^n  started  on  a  new  cold  storage  plant  to  be 
erected  in  North  Sydney  at  a  cost  of  ^165,000.  It  is  expected  that  the  plant  wiU  be 
completed  next  spring. 

A  new  curling  rink  is  to  be  built  this  winter  at  Glace  Bay,  to  cost  approximately 
1 1 0,000. 

Increased  subscriptions  have  recentiy  been  obtained  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  erection  of  a  new  hotel  in  Sydney,  to  cost  somewhere  between  1300,000  and 
$400,000.  Although  all  efforts  to  secure  a  new  hotel  during  the  past  three  years  have 
been  futile,  it  is  confidentiy  believed  that  next  year  will  see  the  beginning  of  work  on 
a  hotel  to  meet  the  needs  of  Sydney  and  surrounding  districts. 

The  increased  activity  at  the  steel  plant  and  collieries  has  improved  wholesale 
and  retail  businesses  to  a  marked  extent.  This,  with  the  seasonal  activity,  has 
stimulated  business  throughout  the  whole  district.  Commercial  travelers  report 
that  larger  orders  are  being  booked  now  than  for  several  months,  a  feeling  of  confi- 
dence in  the  future  having  caused  the  merchants  to  buy  freely. 
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The  retail  trade  slowly  but  steadily  is  commencing  to  mount  to  its  normal  level 
again.  The  universal  verdict  from  several  of  the  city's  largest  retail  managers  is  not 
only  that  business  is  gradually  improving,  but  that  it  is  coming  back  strongly  to  the 
normal  level  next  year  on  a  basis  sounder  than  any  which  has  obtained  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war. 

Operating  expenses  during  October  were  reduced  considerably,  thus  making  the 
net  earnings  and  balance  for  reserves,  replacements  and  dividends  better  than  last 
year  in  spite  of  lowered  receipts. 

Light  and  power  earnings  will  undoubtedly  show  a  satisfactory  increase  over  the 
previous  month. 

The  valuation  of  80  new  houses  constructed  in  1922  exceeds  the  previous  high 
record  in  1920  for  residential  construction.  Building  activities  have  fallen  off  during 
the  past  month,  the  total  figure  being  123,920  as  compared  with  the  figure  of 
1136,150  for  the  month  of  September. 

Twenty-two  permits  were  issued  during  the  month  for  repairs  and  miscellaneous 
construction. 

Despite  the  large  decline  in  October,  the  total  for  the  ten  months  is  ahead  of  the 
1 92 1  comparative  figure. 

There  were  several  large  transfers  of  property  during  the  month. 

Employment  conditions  have  been  steadily  improving,  although  there  is  no 
marked  shortage  of  labor  at  the  present  time. 

Tuesday  night,  November  21,  a  wet  snow  storm  succeeded  in  putting  out  of 
commission  all  the  electric  light  and  power,  telephone  and  telegraph  wires  in  Cape 
Breton.  The  storm  started  Tuesday  morning  with  rain  which  changed  to  snow  by 
noon,  and  about  6.00  p.m.  wires  which  had  become  heavily  coated  with  wet  snow 
began  to  fall.  By  8.30  it  had  become  impossible  to  keep  circuits  in  at  the  power 
house  and  since  telephone  and  telegraph  wires  were  mixed  up  with  light  and  power 
wires  on  almost  every  street,  it  was  considered  best  to  pull  all  switches  and  make  no 
further  attempt  to  put  current  on  the  lines  until  it  might  be  possible  to  do  so  with- 
out endangering  lives.  Wednesday  morning  the  work  of  reconstruction  was  begun 
and  by  evening  the  main  power  circuit,  serving  the  telephone  company,  newspaper 
ofiices  and  industrial  plants  was  in  operation.  By  evening  lights  were  also  turned  on 
in  the  central  portion  of  the  city.  By  Thursday  night  it  had  been  possible  to  turn  on 
lights  over  a  large  portion  of  the  city  served  by  our  main  leads,  but  branch  lines  and 
side  streets  had  to  be  cut  off,  since  poles,  wires  and  street  lighting  fixtures  were  down 
in  many  places.  At  the  time  of  writing,  there  still  remains  probably  a  week's  work 
before  all  lighting  customers  will  be  reconnected. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Curtis,  manager,  was  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Sydney  Board 
of  Trade  at  a  meeting  of  the  Sydney  Mines  Board  of  Trade,  which  took  the  form  of 
a  banquet  and  entertainment  on  November  16. 

Mr.  Aubrey  Bbattie,  formerly  of  the  statistics  department,  has  taken  up  his 
duties  as  secretary  to  the  manager.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bbattie  arrived  in  Sydney  on 
October  31. 

Messrs.  I.  P.  McNab  and  M.  C.  Smith  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Tramways  and  Power 
Company,  Limited,  paid  us  a  short  visit  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  looking  over 
our  snow  fighting  equipment.  Messrs.  McNab  and  Smith  made  the  trip  by  motor 
and  reported  the  roads  in  excellent  condition. 

Tacoma,  Wash.,  November  22 
The  beginning  of  the  rainy  season  is  looked  to  by  retail  sales  organizations  and 
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wholesalers  as  a  stimulant  to  that  fall  business  which  is  seasonaL  Improvement  b 
noted  in  retail  trade  and  indications  point  to  a  good  volume  of  holiday  business. 

G>nstruction  of  small  homes  continues  in  good  volume  and  labor  is  wdl  employed* 

Bank  clearings  for  past  two  weeks  show  a  substantial  gain. 

With  few  escceptions,  commercial  and  industrial  institutions  in  Tacoma  are 
working  to  capacity.  The  car  shortage  will  be  relieved  to  such  an  extent  that 
transportation  facilities  will  not  handicap  the  trend  of  progress.. 

Thirty-one  agendes  in  the  Community  Chest  for  1923  will  require  1303,1  sajo  in 
Tacoma.  Committees  are  at  work  this  week  to  raise  this  amount. 

The  National  Bank  of  Tacoma  has  this  month  established  agencies  in  two  out- 
lying business  districts  for  the  accommodation  of  its  patrons. 

Travel  to  Mount  Rainier,  National  Park  (76  miles  from  Tacoma)  for  the  1922 
season  increased  25  per  cent  over  the  previous  high  record  in  1920.  Travel  entering 
the  park  this  season  totaled  17,149  cars  and  70,376  persons. 

Weekly  pass  sales  continue  to  increase  each  week — a  total  of  1 1,000  having  been 
sold  during  the  eighteenth  week.  This  weekly  pass  was  placed  on  sale  on  July  24, 
1922  and  during  the  first  week,  7,007  passes  were  sold.  Jitney  competition  has  been 
strong  since  the  inauguration  of  the  pass,  but  is  gradually  being  lessened  and  with 
the  rainy  season  coming  on  will  probably  go  entirely. 

The  Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company  recently  completed  a  lighting  ex- 
tension to  the  Mountain  View  district  near  Puyallup  and  to  celebrate  the  occasion 
entertained  approximately  300  residents  of  the  district  last  Friday  evening. 
Through  the  Work  and  Play  Club  the  entertainment  was  arranged,  which  included 
music,  vaudeville  acts,  short  talks  by  officials  of  the  company  and  residents  of  the 
community. 

Ma.  W.  L.  RoBBiNS,  engineer,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Robbins,  has  gone  to 
California  on  one  of  the  Admiral  Line  steamships  for  a  short  vacation  trip. 

The  Electric  Co-operative  Committee,  a  very  effective  organization  composed  of 
a  central  committee  of  15  employees  of  these  companies,  and  15  associated  com- 
mittees of  ^vt  members  each,  all  members  being  officiab  and  employees  of  these 
companies,  has  been  organized  for  sometime  in  Tacoma  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
and  encouraging  a  better  understanding  between  the  companies,  their  employees 
and  the  general  public.  Commencing  this  month  a  bulletin  of  information  to  em- 
ployees wiU  be  issued  twice  each  month,  containing  information  concerning  the 
companies,  employees,  and  their  relations  with  the  community  which  they  serve. 
Subjects  chosen  for  November  and  December  bulletins  are  as  follows: 

The  Public  Utility  and  Private  Enterprise,  ancient  and  modem;  The  purpose  of 
a  Modern  Utility  Organization;  The  basis  of  rate  making  and  why;  Fair  considera- 
tion of  service  requirements. 

The  subjects  have  been  carefully  selected  by  the  committee  and  cover  in  a  gen- 
eral way  many  phases  of  company  work,  problems,  etc 

Tampa,  Fla.,  November  21 

Cigar  industry  continues  active  on  holiday  orders  and  shipments  of  citrus  fruit 
are  beginning  to  move.  The  citrus  fruit  crop  is  exceptionally  large  and  the  quality 
excellent  this  season,  which  should  bring  marked  prosperity  to  this  section. 

Wholesale  houses  report  improved  conditions  during  the  past  two  months.  Retail 
business,  particularly  in  groceries  and  meats,  shows  marked  improvement,  due 
partly  to  winter  visitors  arriving  in  greater  numbers  and  earlier  than  usuaL 

Railway  department  earnings  show  an  increase  over  November,  1921,  but  we 
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attribute  this  to  the  curtailment  of  service  during  the  first  part  of  November,  1921, 
following  the  October  hurricane.  Lighting  department  earnings  show  substantial 
increase,  partly  due  to  loss  of  revenue  for  the  first  few  weeks  of  November,  1921, 
on  account  of  storm  damage  to  lighting  lines  in  the  residence  districts. 

It  is  anticipated  that  real  estate  will  become  more  active  when  work  on  the  new 
roads,  to  be  built  throughout  the  county,  begins. 

Labor  situation  is  quiet.  The  local  supply  of  labor  is  increased  at  this  season  of 
the  year  by  people  coming  here  for  the  winter.  A  daily  average  of  250  people  is 
being  maintained  at  the  free  camping  grounds  of  the  city  at  De  Soto  Park,  and  it  is 
•estimated  that  30  per  cent  of  those  find  work  in  Tampa  and  vicinity. 

A  new  record  for  rainfall  during  the  month  of  October  was  esublished  this  year, 
more  than  double  the  normal  amount  being  registered.  November  has  been  dry  and 
slightly  above  normal  in  temperature. 

The  Safety  Movement  is  being  actively  sponsored  in  Tampa  by  the  local  Police 
Department  and  by  the  Board  of  Public  instruction.  The  Police  Department  is 
enlisting  the  aid  of  the  various  clubs  and  organizations  in  educational  work,  and  is 
forming  traffic  squads  of  Boy  Scouts  to  study  traffic  problems  and  to  direct  traffic 
at  congested  street  intersections  in  the  residential  districts.  Ninety-two  public 
schools  of  Hillsborough  Gjunty  will  observe  Safety  Week.  Prizes  will  be  offered  for 
the  best  essays  on  accident  prevention  and  the  children  will  be  requested  to  take  a 
safety  pledge. 

A  Hallowe'en  party  was  given  at  the  Assembly  Hall  on  October  27.  This  was 
entirely  planned  and  conducted  by  the  ladies  of  the  organization,  who  are  members 
of  the  Tampa  Electric  Benefit  Association.  The  hall  was  decorated,  a  very  enter- 
taining program  provided  and  appropriate  refreshments  were  served.  This  was  one 
of  the  most  largely  attended  and  most  enjoyable  affairs  ever  given  by  the  Association. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Foss,  district  manager,  and  his  secretary,  Mr.  C.  M.  Herrick,  spent 
some  time  in  Tampa  during  November. 

Miss  Margaret  Fernandez  has  been  employed  by  the  commercial  departnient 
to  take  the  place  of  Miss  Frances  Perrt,  who  has  been  transferred  to  the 
accounting  department.  Miss  Lucille  Carruthers  has  been  transferred  from  the 
lighting  to  the  commercial  department. 

Mr.  £.  H.  Lucas,  superintendent  of  distribution,  spent  a  couple  of  weeks  in 
Key  West  and  Cuba  during  November. 

Miss  Jeannette  Whatley,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Whatley,  was 
married  to  Mr.  Ira  J.  Smith  of  the  transportation  department  on  October  22. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Willdims,  affectionately  known  to  the  entire  organization  and 
to  many  residents  of  the  city  as  "Dad,"  passed  away  on  November  17.  Mr. 
Williams  was  in  his  seventy-eighth  year  and  had  been  continuously  in  the  employ 
of  the  company  since  1898.  During  the  past  few  years  he  served  as  dispatcher  at 
Tibbetts'  Comer,  one  of  the  most  congested  downtown  centers.  "Dad"  was  a  kindly, 
considerate  gentleman  and  has  left  a  perfect  record  for  courteous  treatment  of 
patrons  and  everyone  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

WooNsocKET,  R.  I.,  November  23 

Optimism  is  still  apparent  among  local  cotton  men,  and  it  is  thought  that  good 
operation  will  continue  in  these  mills,  with  probably  some  increase  in  the  operation 
of  the  Nyanza  Mill  after  January  i. 

No  slackening  has  been  noted  in  the  production  of  the  woolen  and  worsted  in- 
dustry, although  it  is  probable  that  there  will  be  some  slight  decrease  in  the  middle 
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of  December,  due  to  the  usual  seasonal  fluctuadoa  of  this  busmess.  Some  of  the 
local  worsted  mills  are,  however,  plamiing  to  increase  their  operation  around 
January  i,  due  to  additions  to  their  plants  and  machinery,  these  being  the  Lafayette 
Worsted  Gunpany,  the  Verdun  Manufacturing  Gunpany  and  Jarret  Brothers. 

There  is  apparently  no  change  in  the  local  machine  industry.  This  business,  as 
heretofore,  remains  exceptionally  dull.  The  business  in  this  line  has  fallen  off  in 
other  sections,  and  it  is  not  felt  that  we  can  look  for  any  material  increase  for  some 
months  to  come. 

Reports  from  retail  store  officials  indicate  a  slight  gradual  improvement  in  retul 
business  conditions.  There  is  practically  little  unemployment  in  our  territory,  and 
merchants  are  optimistic  relative  to  retail  holiday  business. 

The  continued  activity  of  the  textile  mills,  together  with  the  gradual  coming  on  of 
new  business  contracted  during  the  year,  has  caused  our  load  and  output  to  increase 
during  the  last  month.  It  is  estimated  that  we  will  have  still  further  increases  before 
the  first  of  the  year. 

We  are  negotiating  contract  with  Jarret  Brothers,  for  150  kilowatt  addidonal 
power  service,  and  with  the  Stillwater  Worsted  Mills  for  225  kilowatts  for  day  and 
night  load.  We  recently  contracted  with  the  Dunn  Worsted  Mills  for  37K  kilowatt 
night  power,  and  with  the  Enterprise  Dye  Works  for  75  kilowatt  regular  service,  part 
of  which  will  be  used  as  relay. 

It  is  expected  that  the  new  mill  of  the  Lafayette  Worsted  G>mpany,  for  which  we 
contracted  some  time  ago  the  entire  power  supply,  will  be  placed  in  operation  shortly 
after  the  first  of  the  year,  and  we  also  expect  the  Nyanza  Mills  to  put  the  greater 
part  of  their  new  mill  building  into  operation  by  that  time.  New  business  contracted 
with  the  Rathbun  Knitting  G>mpany  should  come  on  our  lines  in  either  December 
or  January,  and  some  slight  increases  in  load  are  expected  at  the  Woonsocket 
Spinning  G>mpany  and  the  Shambow  Shuttle  G>mpany. 

Articles  of  incorporation  were  recently  filed  for  the  Cavedon  Worsted  Mill,  and 
negotiations  are  pending  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  in  this  city.  The  Glenbrook 
Worsted  Gunpany  has  recently  completed  a  one-story  building  of  brick  and  wood, 
to  be  used  as  a  storehouse. 

At  the  Verdun  Manufacturing  G>mpany's  plant  the  company  is  adding  a  one- 
story  structure  of  brick  to  house  its  finishing  department  and  is  also  erecring  a  one- 
story  building  to  be  used  for  garage  purposes. 

Mr.  £.  L.  MiLUKBN,  assistant  manager,  in  his  capacity  as  chairman  of  the 
Woonsocket  Chapter-American  Red  Cross,  has  general  charge  of  the  annual  roll 
call  now  going  on.  The  work  of  industrial  solicitation  is  under  the  direction  of  Ma. 
F.  K.  Simmons,  industrial  service  engineer. 

Miss  Martha  Creighton,  of  the  accounting  department,  was  married  on 
October  23  to  Walter  Erickson  of  Millville,  Mass.  Mrs.  Erickson  will  continue  her 
work  with  the  company. 

Messrs.  S.  E.  Cho^uette,  sales  agent,  and  C.  L.  O'Louoh un,  superintendent  of 
the  gas  department,  attended  the  annual  Convention  of  the  American  Gas  Associa- 
tion at  Atlantic  City,  October  24  to  28.  They  brought  back  reports  which  indicate 
that  Mr.  Babson's  "historic"  statement  was  somewhat  out  of  focus. 

Mr.  F.  K.  Simmons,  industrial  service  engineer,  made  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the 
Lynn  Works  of  the  General  Electric  Company  with  the  New  England  Central 
Sudon  Association  of  Power  Engineers  on  October  25. 

About  150  members  attended  the  opening  meeting  of  the  club  season  on  October 
25.  Supper  was  served  and  a  fine  entertainment  provided  by  the  House  Conmiittee, 
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under  the  direcdon  of  Mr.  James  H.  Jewell.  The  improvements  in  the  Club  Rooms^ 
made  since  the  fire  of  last  June,  have  greatly  added  to  the  comfort  of  the  members. 

A  very  successful  stag  party  was  held  on  November  7,  about  100  men  attending. 
There  was  plenting  of  entertainment,  boxing  and  refreshments,  and  election  returns 
were  received  from  a  local  newspaper  and  direct  ^m  Providence  and  Boston. 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Reid,  assistant  general  manager  of  the  Bureau  of  Safety  of 
Chicago,  recently  spent  five  days  going  over  the  property  of  the  company  here  in  the 
interests  of  safety  of  the  company,  its  employees  and  the  public. 

The  second  issue  of  the  Elgasco  Record  has  been  distributed  in  Woonsocket  and 
has  received  much  favorable  comment. 

Mr.  Leo  F.  Yetman,  assistant  accountant,  b  enjoying  his  annual  vacation  in 
New  York. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Miluken,  assistant  manager,  gave  an  address  on  "Electricity"  before 
the  Employed  Boys'  Division  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  on  November  4. 

Mr.  Carl  Ruckdbschel,  meterman  in  the  gas  department,  attended  the  con- 
ference of  New  England  Companies'  gas  metermen  held  in  Fall  River  on  Nov.  8. 

The  Woonsocket  Kiwanis  Club  took  an  important  part  in  the  parade  and  celebra- 
tion on  Armistice  Day,  Messrs.  C.  B.  Healy,  accoununt,  and  F.  K.  Simmons, 
industrial  service  engineer,  were  prominent  in  the  club's  arrangements. 

Mr.  Ernest  Hanson,  engineer  at  Number  i  station,  has  our  sincere  sympathy  in 
the  death  of  his  youngest  son,  which  occurred  on  November  15. 
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THE  discard  of  an  important  publication — ^We  have 
decided  to  depend  upon  local  availability  for  the  Gas 
Journal  and  therefore  have  for  disposal  bound  volumes  Nos. 
101-128,  (1908-1914);  also  bound  volumes  Nos.  133-155, 
(1916-1919);  also  loose  numbers  of  volume  No.  156,  October 
5, 1921  -  December  28,  1921,  making  in  all  about  50  bound 
volumes  and  about  a  dozen  loose  numbers.  This  publica- 
tion was  founded  in  1849,  ^  ^^  Journal  of  Gas  Lightingy 
and  is  published  in  London.  The  name  was  changed  to  Gas 
Journal  in  recent  years.  Our  binding  is  what  is  probably 
known  to  the  trade  as  art  vellum,  a  sort  of  smooth  canvas. 
If  we  do  not  have  a  satisfactory  bid  we  may  give  these  to 
some  local  institution  of  learning. 

With  the  compliments  of  Hay  den,  Stone  &  Company, 
we  are  in  possession  of  a  92  page,  3x5  booklet,  entitled 
**Mining  Companies  and  Tables  of  Statistics.**  One  would 
infer  that  the  statistics  largely  concern  mine  and  metal 
interests.  There  are,  however,  five  pages  of  railroad  statistics, 
ten  pages  on  industrial  stocks,  two  pages  of  crop  statistics, 
and  two  pages  of  cotton  statistics,  besides  other  useful  data. 
It  is  worth  while  to  become  familiar  with  this  little  booklet, 
which  often  obviates  the  need  of  consulting  larger  ones  that 
are  sometimes  difficult  to  locate  near  at  hand.  More  detailed 
in  its  statistics  than  the  Hayden,  Stone  booklet,  is  the 
Preliminary  Summary  of  Mineral  Resources  of  the  United 
States  in  1921,  published  by  the  Geological  Survey.  The 
facts  are  here  presented  in  the  usual  tabular  form  and  cover 
the  ground  that  we  naturally  expect  in  a  publication  of  this 
kind.  It  is  the  forerunner  of  the  annual  report. 

Pender's  Handbook  for  Electrical  Engineers  has  appeared 
in  its  second  edition,  1922.  The  preface  says  that  "nearly 
every  article  in  the  book  has  been  revised,  the  amount  of 
revision  varying  from  a  few  lines  to  the  entire  article, 
according  to  the  desires  of  the  authors.  While  the  greater 
part  of  the  revisions  appear  in  paragraphs  interspersed 
throughout  the  book,  new  articles  have  been  added.  .  .  . 

"The  Standards  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical 
Engineers  (formerly  known  as  the  Standardization  Rules) 
are  given  in  full  at  the  end  of  the  book.  These  standards  are 
a  verbatim  copy  of  the  1922  edition  and  are  reproduced  with 
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the  permission  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Institute. 
It  is  the  plan  of  the  publishers  to  revise  these  Standards 
whenever  a  new  edition  is  published  by  the  Institute,  which 
in  the  past  has  been  about  every  two  years.  .  .  . 

"Care  has  been  taken  to  make  each  article  a  readable 
compendium  on  its  subject  and  not  merely  a  series  of  dis- 
connected paragraphs  containing  miscellaneous  data,  a  too 
common  fault  in  books  of  this  class." 

Among  the  articles  added  are:  Frequency  Changers, 
Phase  Converters  and  Balancers,  Starting  and  Lighting 
Systems  for  Automobiles.  Among  the  articles  completely 
rewritten  are:  Electron  Theory,  Hydraulics,  Hydrology, 
Radio  Communication  (replacing  the  articles  on  Detectors, 
Electric  Wave,  Waves,  Electromagnetic;  Wave  Meters; 
Wireless  Telegraphy  and  Wireless);  Standardization  Rules 
and  Standard  Specifications;  Telephony.  In  addition,  exten- 
sive changes  have  been  made  in  the  following:  Buildings, 
Allowable  Unit  Stresses  in;  Electrolysis,  Power  Factor 
Indicators  and  Reactive  Volt-ampere  Indicators. 

The  Blue  Book  of  Chicago  Commercej  1^22,  easily  reminds 
us  of  the  commercial  registers  published  by  Hendricks  and 
by  Thomas,  also  of  the  Reuben  H.  Donnelley  Corporation 
and  of  the  Tel-U- Where  Company  of  America.  And  then 
we  are  minded  of  the  need  for  a  guide  book  to  all  these 
buyers'  assistants.  We  are  beginning  to  get  together  some 
loose  leaves  to  form  a  handbook  for  our  library,  and  it  is 
likely  that  one  loose  leaf  will  soon  be  devoted  to  suggestions 
in  using  just  such  buyers'  handbooks  as  mentioned  above. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  Yearbook 
we  have  been  receiving  from  our  Congressman,  Hon.  George 
Holden  Tinkham,  and  in  this  we  find  a  treatise  on  the 
cotton  crop  and  plenty  of  statistics,  maps,  etc.  The  article 
by  O.  E.  Baker,  Agricultural  Economist,  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Economics  is  a  summary  of  Agriculture,  having  a 
series  of  maps  covering  about  a  hundred  pages. 
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24p,  6}x9}.  *i46iX6iun.i922r-23 

491  The  Boston  fire,  Nov.  9, 1 872.  J.  W.  Decrow.  Bureau  of  Commercial  and  In- 

dustrial Affairs,  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Boston  [C1922I.  32p,  6x9, 
iUus.  ♦i46i.C35f 

492  Directory  of  Directors  in  the  city  of  Boston  and  vicinity,  1 922-23.  Eighteenth 

annual  number.  Edited,  compiled  and  published  by  the  Bankers  Service  Co. 
Boston  [CI922].  1272P,  5  Jx8.  ♦1461.D62. 1922-23 

493  Sutistical  Abstract  of  the  United  States,  1921.  .  .  .  Department  of  Com- 

merce, Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  Wash.,  1922.  942p, 
6x9.  *6896.o2.i92i 

494  Publications  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards.  Circular  of  the  United  States  Bureau 

of  Standards,  No.  24.  6th  ed  issued  July  i,  1922.  Wash.,  1922.  i82p,  7x10. 
♦6898.C24,i922 

495  Information  concerning  distribution  of  government  publications  and  price 

lists  by  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Wash.,  D.  C.  Wash., 
1 921.  4p,  6x9.  *68o6.o96in 

496  Commercial  and  government  radio  stations  of  the  United  States.  Edition  of 

June  30,  1922.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Radio 
Service.  Wash.,  1922.  i2op,  6x9.  ^6862.093. 1922 

497  Familiar  quotations:  a  collection  of  passages,  phrases,  and  proverbs  traced  to 

their  sources  in  ancient  and  modern  literature.  John  Bartlett.  loth  ed. 
revised  and  enlarged  by  N.  H.  Dole.  Boston,  1921.  1454P,  6x9.  ^094. 
B284.1921 
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498  Check  litt  for  working  up  tpontonhip  materimL  G.  W.  Lee,  chairman.  Noy.  i, 

1920. 1  typewritten  sheet,  8x10).  *o87X5iich 

499  The  Dtvidon  of  Engineering  of  the  National  Research  Gnindl  in  co-operation 

with  Engineering  Foundation  .  .  .  Sept,  1920.  New  York,i922.36p,  7x10. 
•6839.N2i38en 

500  Hammond's  enlarged  map  of  New  Jersey.  Scale,  ao  miles  "3  inches.  C  S. 

Hammond  &  G>.  New  York  [C1917].  19x18.  f^i9oao66h 

501  A  tale  of  service  rendered  by  the  Associated  Bureaus  of  the  Boston  Chamber 

of  Commerce,  1922.  Boston,  1922. 2op,  3ix8.  *o89.C35 

MlSCBLLAlTBOUS 

5Q2  Excavating  machinery  used  in  land  drainage  •  .  .  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture.  Bulletin  300.  Contribution  from  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads. 
.  .  •  Wash.,  1922.  59P,  6x9,  iUus.  *688o.B3oo 

503  United  States  Steel:  a  corporation  with  a  soul.  Speech  of  Hon.  W.  R.  Wood  of 

Indiana,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  23,  1922.  Wash.,  1922. 
i6p,  5x8.  ♦0293.W676 

504  A  constitutional  revival,  by  the  American  people,  on  Constitution  Day,  Sept. 

17 — ^will  be  a  warning  to  those  who  would  defy  its  authority — that  we  hold 
them  as  enemies  of  our  country — will  you  join  in  the  celebration?  F.  W. 
Phelps.  [In]  Pacific  Coast  Mechanic,  Aug.-Sept,  1922.  *68oo.C765pa 
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Dec 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec 

Dec 

Dec  I 

Jan. 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Ju,. 
Jan. 


Coupons  and  Dividends  Due 

Per  Cent 

Baton  Rouge  Electric  G>nipany ,  Preferred  Stock 3 

Baton  Rouge  Electric  Gunpany,  G>nimon  Stock 5 

Berkshire  Power  Gunpany,  The,  5s,  1934 2)4 

Blackstone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock. . .  3 

*Black8tone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  G>mpany,  G>nimon  Stock. . .  2)4 

Central  Mississippi  Valley  Electric  Properties,  Preferred  Stock. . .  i}4 

Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Company,  6s,  Series  A,  1947 3 

Connecdcut  Power  Company,  The,  7s,  Coupon  Notes,  1926 3)4 

^Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  Preferred  Stock i}4 

•Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  Common  Stock 2 

Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Brockton,  5s,  1930. . . .  2)4 

♦Key  West  Electric  Company,  The,  Preferred  Stock i}4 

Northern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 2 

Pawtucket  Gas  Company  of  New  Jersey,  The,  Preferred  Stock. . .  2)4 

Puget  Sound  Power  Company,  5s,  1933 2)4 

Tampa  Electric  Company,  5s,  1933 2)4 

*E1  Paso  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 2)4 

Baton  Rouge  Electric  Company,  7s,  (Coupon  Notes),  1923,  Princi- 
pal also  Due 3)4 

Blackstone  Valley  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  5s,  1939 2)4 

Cape  Breton  Electric  Company,  Ltd.,  5s,  1932 2)4 

♦Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Company,  ist.  Preferred  Stock iK 

♦Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Company,  2nd,  Preferred  Stock. . .  i^ 

♦Columbus  Electric  and  Power  Company,  Common  Stock 2 

Connecticut  Power  Company,  The,  5s,  1956 2)4 

Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock 3 

♦Eastern  Texas  Electric  Company,  Common  Stock 2 

Electric  Light  &  Power  Company  of  Abington  and  Rockland,  The, 

7s,  (Coupon  Notes),  1923 3)4 

Electric  Light  &  Power  Company  of  Abington  and  Rockland,  The, 

Capital  Stock 4 

El  Paso  Electric  Company,  5s,  1932 2)4 

El  Paso  Electric  Company,  7s,  (Coupon  Notes),  due  1925 3)4 

♦Haverhill  Gas  Light  Company,  Capital  Stock 2X 

Houghton  County  Electric  Light  Company,  5s,  1927 2)4 

Houghton  County  Traction  Company,  5s,  1937 2)4 

Keokuk  Electric  Railway  &  Power  Company,  53, 1925 2)4 

Mississippi  River  Power  Company,  53, 1951 2)4 

♦Mississippi  River  Power  Company,  Preferred  Stock i)4 

New  London  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  The,  5s,  1933 2)4 

Northern  Texas  Electric  Company,  55, 1940 2)4 

Northern  Texas  Traction  Company,  5s,  1933 2)4 

Paducah  Electric  Company,  5s,  Series  A,  1924 2)4 

Paducah  Electric  Company,  6s,  Series  B,  1924 3 

Pawtucket  Electric  Company,  $8, 1938 2)4 

♦Ponce  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock iH 

♦payable  quarterly. 
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Per  Cent 

Jan.     ly     Reno  Power,  Light  and  Water  GMnpany,  66, 1944 3 

Jan.     I,     Savannah  Electric  G)mpany,  58,  1952 ^}4 

Jan.     I,   ^Savannah  Electric  and  Power  G>mpany,  Debenture  Stock,  Series 

A 1 

Jan.     I,   ^Savannah,  Thunderbolt  and  Isle  of  Hope  Railway,  The,  4s,  1947. . .  i 

Jan.     I,     Sydney  and  Glace  Bay  Railway  Gunpany,  Ltd.,  5s,  1932 %}4 

Jan.     I,     Woonsocket  Electric  Machine  and  Power  Gunpany,  4>^s,  1931 . .  aK 

Jan.     8,     El  Paso  Electric  Company,  Preferred  Stock 3 

Jan.  15,     Keokuk  Electric  Company,  6s,'i923,  Principal  also  Due 3 

Jan.   1 5,   *Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  Prior  Preference  Stock. ...  i  K 

Jan.   15,   *Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  Preferred  Stock i}4 

Jan.  15,   *Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company,  Common  Stock i 

♦Payable  quarterly. 

Dividend  rates  based  on  the  last  declaration. 
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Quotations  on  Securities 

Companies  under  Stone  &  Webster  Management 

December  /,  1922. 

Th«  StcacitiM  0«paniB«iit  •zaeatM  orden  ea  eemalHJea  for  thoM  wiaUoc  to  parehaM  or  mU. 
RtqiiMU  for  iafermttioa  in  retard  to  th«  compaaict  will  b*  aMwarod  promptlr. 


BONDS 

PREF.  STOCK 

COMMON  STOCK 

COMPANY 

Int. 
Rate 

Price 
and  Int. 

DiT. 

Rate 

Price 

Rate 

Prie. 

Ab.  &  Rocko,  The  EL    (  „  .  ^  ,.    j^- 
Lt.  &  Pr.  fco.  of        \  ^"^^  ^"*^'  ^^^ 

7% 

100>^ 

No 

Pref 

8% 

140 

Baton  Rouge         j  Bonds,  1939 
ElecCo.             {Note..  Jan..  1923 

rl 

92 
115 

6% 

86 

Blackstone  Valley  Gat  &  Elec  Co. 

(Common  Stock  p«r  Tftlne  |50) 

5% 

99 

•6% 

98 

10% 

76 

Cape  Breton  Elec  Co.,  Ltd. 

5% 

83 

6% 

65 

12 

Central  Mississippi  Valley  Electric 
Properties 

No 

Bonds 

78 

ll>i 

Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Franklin  Coal  Co. 
(Common  Stock  par  Talu*  110) 

•6% 

90 

10% 

25 

Columbus  Elec  &  Power  Co. 

6% 

103 

•7%l.t 
♦7%  2d 

103K 
92 

9S 

Columbus  Power  Co.,  The 

s% 

97 

Connecticut  Power  Co.,  The 

s% 

97 

•6% 

96 

Connecticut  Valley     \  Serial  Bonds 
Lumber  Co.             Uune.'23-'34 

6% 

lOOi 
98 

Eastern  Texas        (  Bonds,  1942 
Elec  Co.             {  Notes.  Mar.  1925 

rl 

91 
101} 

•6% 

85 

8% 

92 

=fe'oP^^n      I---"" 

5% 

100 

No 

Pref 

10% 

188 

EIPMoElecCo.      jttl'l^' 

l§ 

95 
101} 

6% 

88 

10% 

127 

Fall  River  Gas  Works  Co. 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

12% 

216 

Galveston  Elec  Co. 

s% 

87 

Galveston-Houston     J  Notes,  Aug ^  1925 
Elec  Co.                    (  Notes.  Feb..  1926 

\\ 

101} 
100 

•6% 

72  2 

31  S 

Gahreston-Houston  Elec  Ry.  Co. 

5% 

88 

No 

Pref 

Haverhill  Gas  Light  Co. 

(Stock  par  Talne  150) 

No 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

9% 

86 

Houghton  County  Elec      (  Bo«<>«.  1«7 

lTco.                      n*^****  *^^ 

(Stock  par  Taloe  125)                 { 

11 

92 

100 

6% 

20 

12 
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«>A  vrvr 

BONDS 

PREF.  STOCK  1 

COMMON  STOCK 

COMx-Ani 

isu 

Prie. 
Mdlni. 

El; 

Pric» 

Div. 
Rnte 

Pitoe 

Houston  Eke  Co. 

5% 

99^ 

Jaduonyille  Elec  Co. 

s% 

91K 

JacktooTille  Tract.  Co. 

5% 

86 

37 

8 

Keokuk  Electric  Co.  |  Noctt.  J«..ary.  1923 

6% 

100 

•6% 

80 

Key  West  Elec  Co.,  The 

5% 

83 

Lowell  Elec  Lt.  Corp.,  The 

N. 

Bonds 

No 

Pref 

10% 

188 

Mittissippi  River  Power  j  Bonds.  1951 
Co.                                    (  I>«b«at«r*^  1935 

51 

92iB 
103 

♦6% 

84  S 

28  S 

Northern  Tezmt  Elec.  Co. 

5% 

87 

6% 

84  g 

8% 

85? 

Northern  Texit  Traction  Co. 

5% 

95 

No 

Pref 

Pacific  Coatt  Power  Co. 

s% 

94 

No 

Pref 

No 

Com 

Pcnaacola  Elec.  Co. 

5% 

86 

28 

6 

Public  Service  Investment  Co. 

No 

Bonds 

•6% 

85 

103 

Puget  Sound  Elec  Ry. 

5% 

90  B 

Puget  Sound  Power  Co. 

5% 

95K 

No 

Pref 

No 

Com 

Puget  Sound  Power  &     (  Notes,  1925 
Light  Co.                         (  Bonds.  1941 

^% 

100 
105 

Prior. 

105 

85 

4% 

55 

Railway  &  Light      ^ 

^First  S«ri«s,  1935 
Second  Series.  1939 
Third  Series,  1939 
Fonrth  Series,  1942 
Fifth  Series,  1944 

.Sixth  Series,  1946 

1 

96K 

96 

99 

95>^ 

95>^ 

95 

♦6% 

88 

6% 

80 

Savannah  Elec  Co. 

s% 

85J  L 

Savannah  Elec  &  Power  Co. 

7yi% 

107 

♦6% 

102 
70 

17 

Seattle  Elec 
Co.,  The 

1st  llortf  «te,  1930 
Cons,  ft  Ref.,  1929 
Seettle-ETerett.  1939 

s% 

99JB 

95i 

90 

No 

Pref 

No 

Com 

Sierra  Pacific  Elec  Co. 

♦6% 

77 

7 

Tacoma  Ry.  and  Pr.  Co. 

5% 

90 

No 

Pref 

Tampa  Flee  Co. 

s% 

95 

No 

Pref 

10% 

138 

Whatcom  County  Ry.  &  Lt.  Co. 

s% 

93 

No 

Pref 

No 

Com 

Qnoutions  are  spprozin  tte.  All  stocks  1100  per  Tnlae  anless  otherwise  spedied. 
*Camal«riTe.  fEz-DiTidend.  A.  Listed  on  London  Stock  Ezchnnge.  B.  Listed  on  Boston  Stock  Exchnnfe. 
L.  Listed  on  LonisTille,  Kjr.    Stock  Ezehnnte.  N.  Common  shares  hnve  no  par  valae.  X.  Bx^tkts. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HB1P7I  L 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


